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The  Importance  of  Sustaining  the  Vital  Resisting 
Powers. 

BY    LAFAYETTE    BENNETT,    M.    D. 

An  eminent  teacher  of  medicine,  in  a  lecture  to 
his  class  of  students,  declared  that  the  greatest 
difference  between  the  therapeutic  methods  em- 
ployed by  our  forefathers  and  ourselves  consisted, 
most  of  all,  in  the  fact  that  the  intelligent  physi- 
cian of  to-day  fully  comprehended  the  importance 
of  conserving  the  strength  of  bis  patients — the 
maintenance  of  their  resisting  powers.  The 
maintenance  of  these  powers  is  the  key  to  the 
situation,  and  failure  to  recognize  its  importance 
is  responsible  for  the  greatest  number  of  unfavor- 
able issues.  This  principle  applies  alike  in  all 
disease  processes — acute  or  chronic. 

Bovinine  contains  all  the  nutritive  elements. 
It  is  live,  defibrinated  blood,  sterilized,  and  pre- 
served by  a  cold  process.  I  have  found  that  by 
the  regular  administration  of  bovinine  T  could 
keep  my  patients  nourished,  the  pulse  volume 
would  be  kept  good,  and  they  would  more  quickly 
recover  than  when  other  means  were  used  ta 
maintain  the  vital  resisting  power.  Vital  resi^-. 
ance  is  dependent  upon  nutrition,  and  if  dijs«*is 
attended  to  we  may  expect  the  most  favcffable 
results  possible. 

I  now  depend  upon  the  virtues  of  bovinine  with 
the  utmost  confidence  and  give  it  regularly  from 
the  incipiency  of  attacks  of  all  diseases  which  are 
in  their  nature  serious  or  protracted — as  pneu- 
monia, typhoid  fever,  etc.  Bovinine  should  be 
begun,  as  already  stated,  at  the  incipiency  of 
disease  processes,  and  continued  until  the  pati<  til 
has  advanced  so  far  that  he  can  take  food  nor- 
mally. Bovinine  should  be  given  at  first  in  doses 
of  a  half-teaspoon ful  in  half-cupful  of  milk,  ever) 
three  or  four  hours,  and  this  quantity  is  to  be 
constantly  increased.  I  gradually  increase  it 
until  the  patient  takes  a  tablespoon  fill  everv  three 
or  four  bi  iurs. 

A  lady,  aged  twenty-five,  who  was  ill  of  grippe, 
sent  for  me.  She  had  had  an  attack  of  otitis 
media  several  weeks  before,  and  this  had  left 
her  somewhat  anaemic,  and  generally  below  par, 
physically.     She  had  a  temperature  of   1030    F. 


when  I  saw  her,  and  a  pulse  of  140.  She  also  had 
bronchitis,  which  was  attended  with  an  agonizing 
cough.  She  had  eaten  nothing  for  several  days 
and  felt  greatly  debilitated,  and  she  was  also 
greatly  discouraged.  I  put  her  on  bovinine  (in 
the  dosage  advocated  above),  gave  her  quinine 
and  salol,  together  with  a  COUgh  mixture. 
this  treatment  m\  patient  made-  steady  improve- 
ment after  the  first  day.  and  I  was  able  to  dis- 
charge her  in  a  week.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
this  woman's  physical  condition  was  at  low  ebb. 
I  think  this  result  was  one  which  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  maintaining  the  resisting  powers 
by  the  regular  administration  of  bovinine. 

In  many  cases  like  this  it  is  common  for 
patients  to  have  anaemia  for  a  protracted  period, 
or  if.  as  in  this  instance, the  patient  had  bronchitis, 
it  generally  becomes  chronic.  All  of  us  are 
familiar  with  such  cases. 

A  child  aged  eighteen  months  was  taken  ill  with 
enterocolitis.  The  parents  had  given  it  chalk 
mixture  and  such  other  domestic  remedies  as  are 
known  to  the  laity.  1  saw  it  after  the  disease  had 
been  in  existence  for  several  days.  The  little 
patient*  lia"d»:no  :  appetite.      It    was    a    bottle  fed 

.ba£y/.§ut",W©ulcf  talfe 'scarcely  any  milk.  I  put 
\h{s**patient  on.snbnitrate  of  bismuth  and  had  it 

.•"given  bovinfilfi  in  doses  of  from  2  to  3  drops  every 
two   hours,  "stirred   in    some    mill:.      This    acted 

..baldly  in.  giyjpg:  1 1 . c    ,>;.tie''t    strength,   and  he 

:*rrf3?de:a  io'rrlpteJe  ireoove'rty  fa  a  short  period  of 
time.  I  place  great  reliance  on  bovinine  in  the 
treatment  of  the  intestinal  disorders  of  infants. 
It  increases  their  resisting  powers,  and,  of  course, 
greatly  shortens  the  duration  of  the  disease. 

A  lady,  aged  twenty-five,  having  pneumonia 
attended  with  pleurisy,  with  high  temperature 
range,  sent  for  me.  I  had  only  lately  advised  this 
woman  to  wean  her  well-nourished  baby  because 
she  complained  of  nervousness  and  was  ap- 
parently anaemic.  I  relied  to  the  largest  extent 
in  treating  this  disease  upon  bovinine,  which  I 
gave  regularly  and  continued  throughout  the  ill- 
ness. This  patient,  although  many  untoward 
factor^  were  present,  made  a  complete  recovery 
in  the  average  time.  This  result  is  logically  the 
outcome  of  the  regular  administration  of  bovinine 
and  the  support  which  this  agent  gave  to  the 
resisting  pi  >wers. 

\  man  who  had  tertiary  syphilis,  and  who 
no  good  results  from  iodide  of  potassium,  was 
the  general  principle  stated  in  this  article,  put  on 
liberal  dosage  of  bovinine.     On   this  agent   his 
general    health    improved,    he    could    retain    the 
specific  drug,  and  gol  along  well. 
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An  Experience  with  Peptenzyme. 

"  I  have  recently  had  occasion  to  prescribe  pep- 
tenzyme in  a  case  of  vomiting  of  pregnancy  in  a 
woman,  age  thirty-five,  a  primipara.  She  suf- 
fered intensely  from  nausea  immediately  after 
eating,  having  been  unable  to  retain  scarcely  any 
food  for  nearly  three  weeks.  Various  digestive 
compositions  were  employed  without  the  least 
benefit,  some  even  seeming  to  aggravate  the 
trouble.  I  put  her  on  peptenzyme,  two  tablets 
after  each  meal.  I  never  saw  a  drug  act  so 
promptly  nor  so  uniformly  as  has  peptenzyme. 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  another  agent  of  its 
class  on  the  market  that  approaches  it  in  thera- 
peutic value.  I  have  also  used  the  remedy  in 
gastric  catarrh  and  atonic  dyspepsia  with  abso- 
lutely positive  results.  It  does  not  wear  out  like 
many  of  the  so-called  digestive  compounds,  es- 
pecially some  of  the  stuff  on  the  market  that  is 
sold  to  physicians  at  twenty-five  cents  per  ounce, 
and  which  is  composed  principally  of  sugar  and 
milk,  and  other  cheap  agents,  to  add  bulk  with 
just  sufficient  pepsin  to  give  them  characteristic 
smell.  My  advice  to  the  profession  is  to  use 
peptenzyme  whenever  and  wherever  such  an 
agent  is  indicated.  In  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy 
it  is  sometimes  best  to  give  one  tablet  one-half 
hour  before  eating  and  one  immediately  after- 
wards. In  indigestion,  where  there  is  mal- 
nutrition and  consequently  tissue  waste  without 
repair,  peptenzyme  will  act  in  a  most  agreeable 
and  satisfactory  manner.  When  given  to  the 
habitual  drinker  after  a  "  booze,"  it  will  assist 
in  correcting  the  gastric  trouble  and  enfeebled 
nerve  condition  that  almost  robs  him  of  a  con- 
scious individuality. — Abstrac:  from  die  Medical 
Council.  <, 

An  Up-lG'Dnie  Iodine  Preparation. 

Iodine  remains  one  of  the  best  alteratives  in 
our  armamentarium.  Whenever  it  is  indicated 
calcium  iodized  (odcalith)  will  prove  the  best 
form  of  the  drug,  as  it  is  rapidly  absorbed  and 
never  causes  symptoms  of  iodism  even  though 
taken  for  prolonged  periods. 

This  preparation  has  won  a  reputation  as  the 
remedy  for  croup,  but  it  is  equally  effective  in 
most  bronchial  affections.  Iodine  is  set  free  in  the 
stomach  and  is  eliminated  largely  through  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory  tract.  Thus 
infective  and  inflammatory  processes  are  speedily 
controlled.  In  local  diseases  (croup,  diphtheria, 
etc.)  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  combined 
action  of  the  lime  and  iodine  upon  the  morbid 
tissues  has  beneficial  effect,  and  it  is  advisable 
always  to  give  the  powder  dry  upon  the  tongue, 
in  such  cases  instructing  the  patient  to  swallow 
slowly.  Infants  and  small  children  will  make 
some  fuss  over  taking  the  powder,  perhaps,  but 
once  on  the  tongue  it  has  to  go  down  and  the 
results  pay  for  the  trouble.  Where  the  powder 
cannot  be  taken,  or  where  the  patient  is  very 
young  a  solution  should  be  made,  and  ten  to 
twenty-drop  doses,  measured  with  a  dropper, 
should  be  given.  The  solution  is  best  made  with 
hot  water,  and  when^  dose  is  required  the  bottle 


should  be  well  shaken.  If  the  lime  is  allowed  to 
settle  the  fluid  given  is  merely  an  aqueous  solu- 
tion of  iodine.  ♦ 

Items  of  Interest. 

—  The  December  Delineator,  with  its  message 
of  good  cheer  and  helpfulness,  will  be  welcomed 
in  every  home.  The  fashion  pages  are  unusually 
attractive,  illustrating  and  describing  the  very 
latest  modes  in  a  way  to  make  their  construction 
during  the  busy  festive  season  a  pleasure  instead 
of  a  task,  and  the  literary  and  pictorial  features 
are  of  rare  excellence.  A  selection  of  love  songs 
from  the  Wagner  operas,  rendered  into  English 
by  Richard  le  Gallienne  and  beautifully  illus- 
trated in  colors  by  J.  C.  Leyendecker.  occupies  a 
prominent  place,  and  a  chapter  in  the  Composersr 
Series,  relating  the  romance  of  Wagner  and 
Cosima;,  is  an  interesting  supplement  to  the  lyrics. 
A  very  clever  paper  entitled  "  The  Court  Circles 
of  the  Republic,"  describing  some  unique  phases 
of  Washington  social  life,  is  from  an  unnamed 
contributor,  who  is  said  to  write  from  the  inner 
circles  of  society.  There  are  short  stories  from 
the  pens  of  F.  Hopkinson  Smith,  Robert  Grant, 
Alice  Brown,  Mary  Stewart  Cutting,  and  Elmore 
Elliott  Peake,  and  such  interesting  writers  as 
Julia  Magruder,  L.  Frank  Baum,  and  Grace 
MacGowan  Cooke  hold  the  attention  of  the  chil- 
dren. Many  Christmas  suggestions  are  given  in 
needlework,  and  the  Cookery  pages  are  redolent 
of  the  Christmas  feast.  In  addition,  there  are 
the  regular  departments,  with  many  special 
articles  on  topics  relating  to  woman's  interests. 

— To  avoid  waste  and  insure  best  results,  the 
following  dilutions  of  "  Piatt's  Chlorides  "  may 
be  relied  upon : 

For  disinfecting  discharges  dilute  with  four 
parts  water. 

For    sprinkling    floors,    etc., 
parts  water. 

For  moistening  clothes,   etc.. 
parts  water. 

"  Piatt's  Chlorides  "  is  an  odorless,  colorless 
solution  of  the  metallic  chlorides  that  have 
proven  most  reliable  and  safe  for  sickroom  and 
household  use.  It  is  put  up  in  quart  bottles 
covered  with  a  distinctive  yellow  wrapper  bear- 
ing explicit  directions  for  its  use. 

— Sunday  concerts  have  become  a  feature  of 
the  New  York  entertainment  field,  and  some  of 
the  strongest  bills  presented  are  found  in  the 
special  programmes  presented  at  the  Proctor 
houses.  The  Twenty-third  Street  Theater  makes 
additions  to  an  already  strong  programme,  while 
at  the  other  houses — the  Fifth  Avenue,  the  Fifty- 
eighth,  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth 
Street  Theaters — special  programmes  are  formed. 

— It  is  not  too  early  by  any  means  to  consider 
the  travel  problem  for  next  year's  American  In- 
stitute of  Homeopathy.  Make  a  mark  in  your 
memorandum  book  to  buy  your  railway  trans- 
portation via  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway  and  its 
allied  lines.  The  service  is  of  the  best,  its  time 
good,  and  its  rates  as  good  as  that  of  any  line 
running  to  Chicago. 


dilute    with    ten 
dilute   with  ten 
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OUR    PORTRAITS. 


EO.  B.  PECK,  M.  1).. 
Providence,  K.  I. 


HANGING  YOURSELF  UP. 

A  COAL  dealer  in  one  of  the  Eastern  States, 
who  has  been  advertising  rather  largely  in 
some  medical  journals,  and.  also,  of  course,  in  the 
cheap  "  literary  "  monthlies,  offers  to  add  from 
two  to  four  inches  to  a  man's  height  in  a  year's 
time  for  ten  dollars  in  hand  paid,  the  money  to  he 
returned  if  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  required 
two  to  four  inches  are  not  apparent  to  the  naked 
eye,  or  to  the  yard-stick.  From  a  perusal  of  his 
"  literature  "  we  learn  that  his  process  consists 
in  stretching  the  victim  twice  daily,  for  twenty 
minutes  each  time,  in  a  sort  of  spinal-curvature 
harness,  in  the  helief  that  the  cartilages,  which 
this  coal-dealer  takes  great  pains  to  explain  are 
stretchahle — are  thus  stretched  and   so  continue 


to  be  stretched  forever  after.     1  le  says  in  explana- 
tion of  his  discovery  that  he  learned  it  in  an  ob- 
scure Jesuit  college  somewhere  in   some  obscure 
part  of  Canada,  and  that  he  knows  it  to  be  a 
cess,  having  tried  it  upon  himself.     He  end 
a  printed  guarantee  to  return  the  ten  dollai 
the  end  of  the  year  if  the  stretching  process  has 
not  been  a  .success.  An  inquiry, by  a  correspond!  til 
in  that  particular  village,  concerning  this  ma- 
mind  discloses  the  fact  that  he  is  a  coal-dealer. 
and  that  the  notary  public  whose  name  and  seal 
are  affixed  to  his  printed  guarantee  is  a  lady,  and 
presumably  his  office  girl ;  but  further  than  this 
our  correspondent  has  no  means  of  tracing  this 
wonderful  man,  since  he  nowhere,  in  all  his  pro- 
cess  letters  and  literature  gives  hi-  street    \s 
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It  seems  to  us  an  exceedingly  diaphanous  per- 
formance, remembering  how  in  these  days  of  coal 
baronetcies,  with  the  price  of  hard-coal  sufficient 
to  prove  it  an  equal  of  diamonds  for  rarity  and 
expense,  that  such  a  man,  wearing  undoubted 
real  diamonds  as  the  usufruct  of  his  black-dia- 
monds business,  should  have  need  to  step  down 
into  the  leg-stretching  business  aided  and  abetted 
by  his  office  girl.  However,  we  make  no  doubt 
that  the  hanging  of  any  man's  150  to  175  pounds 
avoirdupois,  twice  a  day,  for  twenty  minutes  each 
day,  for  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  con- 
secutively, in  a  harness,  pending  from  the  ceiling, 
will  in  that  time  so  far  stretch  his  neck  that  he 
may  have  to  wear  an  ordinary  cuff  for  a  collar  to 
disguise  his  lengthened  neck ;  but  how  that  will 
also  add  the  necessary  inches  t£  his  legs  is  not  ex- 
plained, nor  does  it  seem  plain  from  a  view  of  the 
half-tone  pictures  of  the  hung-up  young  lady,  per- 
haps the  notary  alluded  to,  with  her  back  to  the 
spectator,  and  Grecian  wraps  hidings  the  process 
employed  to  stretch  her  lower  limbs.  We  have 
no  doubt  that  this  young  and  enthusiastic  coal 
dealer  got  his  knowledge,  if  not  in  the  alleged 
Jesuit  college  in  Canada,  then  in  some  such  place 
where  they  taught  the  old  mythology ;  for  the 
practice,  with  a  a  few  immaterial  changes,  is  that 
accredited  to  the  robber  of  the  ancients,  namely, 
Procrustes,  who  had  had  a  bed  made,  and  tried 
all  his  victims  thereupon  for  their  length  or  short- 
ness. If  the  victim  was  too  long  Mr.  Procrustes 
lopped  off  the  proper  number  of  inches,  usually 
from  his  head-end ;  if  he  was  too  short  to  fit  this 
arbitrary  measure,  he  was  stretched  until  he 
reached  the  required  length.  And  possibly  this 
was  done  without  any  down-payment  of  ten  dol- 
lars or  their  equivalent,  and  without  the  giving  by 
him  to  the  patient  of  a  newspaper-bond  and  guar- 
antee with  a  young  lady  notary  public  doing  the 
remainder  of  the  swearing. 

We  suggest  to  our  readers,  and  to  those  others 
who  may  not  be  as  tall  as  Alexander  of  old,  who, 
when  his  feet  were  on  the  ground  his  hands  would 
touch  the  sky,  that  they  had  better  keep  their  ten 
dollarses  in  their  little  hand-painted  purses,  or  em- 
ploy them  in  some  better  way  than  hanging  them- 
selves by  the  neck  twice  a  day  for  a  year's  time. 
Think  how  awkward  it  would  be  at  the  end  of  the 
year  to  have  to  have  all  new  clothes  made  to  fit 
the  newer  and  more  perfect  man,  now  no  longer  a 
sawed-off  weighing  135  pounds,  with  bowed 
legs  and  ingrown  feet,  but  a  man  free  born, 
of  good  report,  six  feet  tall,  broad  across  the 
shoulders,  weighing  190  pounds,  large  of  foot  and 
hand,  but  short  on  clothes  and  underwear.  His 
friends  wouldn't  know  him ;  his  wife  or  best  girl 
would  repudiate  him  ;  and  his  patients  would  think 
they  had  'em  again  when  they  saw  this  giant  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  stunted,  dwarfed  physician 
and  former  friend.  Better  stay  off  the  police 
force  and  out  of  the  fire  department  if  you  fail  to 
reach  the  minimum  standard  required  by  those 
hoards.  Most  all  big  men  of  history  were  little 
men,  but  they  got  there  just  the  same. 


flDateria  fl&efcica  fflMscellanp. 

Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD    ALLEN,    M.    D.,  110  West 
1 2th  Street,   New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are  made  by  number,  as 
follows  :  Critique,1  ;  Chironian,2  ;  Clinique,3  ;  Med. Times,4  ; 
Hahn.  Mo.,5;  Envoy,8;  Jour,  of  Obs.,7  ;  Am.  Med.  Mo..'; 
Recorder,9;  Med.  Student.10;  Clin.  Reporter,";  Arena,"; 
M.  &  S.  Reporter,13;  Century,14;  Counsellor,15;  Era,"; 
Visitor,"  ;  N.  E.  Med.  Gaz.,18  ;  Times,":  N.  Am.  Jour.,'0; 
Pacific  Coast  Jour.,''"  ;  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Jour.,"  ;  Ad- 
vance,23 ;  Jour,  of  O.,  O.,  and  L.,24  ;  Progress,25;  Revue 
Homeo..26:  Arch,  fiir  Horn.,27;  Allgem.  Horn.  Zeit  ,*8  ; 
Zeitschrirt  fur  Horn.,59  ;  El  Prog.  Homeo  ,30  ;  L'Art  Med  ." ; 
L'Homeo.,38 ;  Mom.  Maed.,33  ;  Horn.  World,34;  Horn.  Re- 
view,35 ;  Jour.  Br.  Horn.  So  ,36  ;  Indian  Horn.  Review,*1  ; 
Eel.  Med.  Jour.,38;  Foreign  Journals,  not  Horn.,39;  Am. 
Journals,  not  Horn.,40. 

Eucalyptus. 

Dr.  Win.  Boericke -1  in  discussing  the  remedy 
believes  that  eucalyptus  has  stood  the  test  of 
experience  in  the  domain  of  catarrhal  conditions. 

Mucous  membranes  everywhere  offer  the  best 
field  for  its  curative  virtues,  but  this  article  re- 
fers more  particularly  to  what  the  writer  has 
verified  in  its  application  to  the  respiratory  tact. 
Two  distinct  classes  of  catarrhal  symptoms  are 
produced,  and  therefore  cured,  by  eucalyptus. 
The  acute  coryza  array  of  symptoms.  It  pro- 
duces the  full  feeling  in  the  head,  the  dull  fron- 
tal pain,  stuffed  nose;  and  again  free  coryza, 
with  hot  burning,  smarting  eyes,  and  tightness 
across  bridge  of  nose.  He  cites  Drs.  Rudolphi 
and  Strambo,  physicians  of  the  regular  school, 
who  have  used  this  drug  extensively  on  these 
indications. 

"  Not  only  as  a  curative,  but  as  a  preventive 
as  well,  its  value  in  influenza  is  indisputable.  It 
meets  the  catarrhal  symptoms,  pain  in  the  trachea, 
cough,  pleuritic  pains,  dyspnoea,  aphonia.  Es- 
pecially useful  in  bronchitis,  when  the  fever  has 
diminished ;  obstinate,  irritable  cough  with  thin 
expectoration,  and  later  with  the  profuse  secre- 
tion of  offensive  muco-pus." 

The  lower  potencies,  from  the  tincture  to  the 
sixth  x  are  recommended. 

Allium  Cepo. 

Dr.  Haines  :>  remarks  that  we  all  know  what  a 
flatulent  vegetable  the  onion  is.  It  is  a  won- 
derful remedy  for  the  colics  of  babies.  Dr. 
Kent,  in  an  interesting  study  of  this  drug,  gives 
us  the  indicating  symptoms  in  the  complaint 
above  mentioned.  Cutting,  rending,  tearing 
pains,  drawing  the  child  almost  double.  Scream- 
ing from  violent  cutting  in  lower  abdomen. 
Stitching  pains  in  the  abdomen.  Colicky  pains 
beginning  in  the  hepatic  region  and  spreading 
over  the  whole  abdomen,  worse  around  the  navel ; 
worse  when  sitting.  Wind  colics.  Allium  cepa 
is  a  wonderful  remedy  in  whooping-cough  also. 
When  it  is  indicated,  the  child  will  often  have 
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indigestion,   vomiting   and   flatulence;    will   pass 
offensive  flatus  ;  will  be  doubled  up  with  colic. 

Agdrocine  in  Chorea. 

Dr.  Hulbert  presents  a  case  which  deserves 
special  mention  for  the  results  obtained  in  treat- 
ment. This  patient  was  sent  by  Dr.  Haseltine 
after  he  had  performed  a  mastoid  operation  upon 
her.  During  her  hospital  retention  she  developed 
extreme  symptoms  of  chorea.  There  were  so 
severe  that  she  could  get  little  rest  except  during 
sleep,  which  was  also  disturbed.  The  move 
ments  were  unusually  coarse  and  the  hands  wire 
in  constant  motion. 

The  girl  was  sixteen  years  old  and  apparently 
well  developed.  The  previous  history  was  ob- 
tained with  difficulty  and  was  decidedly  unsatis- 
factory. We  could  find  no  predisposing  cause 
and  there  was  evidently  no  complicating  disease. 
While  she  was  of  a  nervous  temperament  none 
of  the  early  symptoms  which  are  usually  found 
in  chorea,  could  be  detected.  These  seizures  ap- 
peared suddenly  and  persisted  with  untold  force. 
Her  hands  were  in  constant  motion  and  some  of 
the  facial  muscles  were  implicated.  The  men- 
struation was  normal  and  regular ;  the  other 
functions  of  the  body  were  natural. 

Agaracine  in  the  first  decimal  potency  was  pre- 
scribed. For  a  few  weeks  we  only  observed 
nominal  results.  Later  we  changed  to  the  third 
decimal  potency.  From  that  moment  she  showed 
decided  signs  of  improvement,  and  at  the  present 
date  she  is  almost  well.  Without  doubt  our  third 
potency  did  better  work  than  the  first.  I  report 
this  case  as  it  is  only  an  example  of  many  similar 
cases  in  which  I  have  had  favorable  results  with 
this  remedy. 

lithium  Carbonicum  in  Heart  Disease. 

If  you  are  looking  about  for  a  remedy  to  patch 
up  a  heart  which  has  been  badly  damaged  by  an 
attack  of  rheumatic  fever  and  calcareous  deposits, 
20  says  do  not  forget  lithium  carb.  The  history 
will  not  be  one  of  malaria  followed  by  rheumatic 
fever,  but  one  of  lithiasis,  gout  or  chronic  rheu- 
matism, followed  by  rheumatic  fever  and  calcar- 
eous deposits.  As  a  result  you  will  have  valvular 
insufficiency  accompanied  by  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  finger  joints.  The  remedy  will  be  in- 
dicated when,  in  addition  to  the  above,  you  have 
soreness  and  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart  ag- 
gravated by  bending  forward  ;  this  pain  is  more 
frequent  in  the  morning.  Also  sudden  jerking 
pains  about  the  heart  aggravated  by  any  excite- 
ment ;  not  only  is  this  pam  made  worse  from  men- 
tal excitement,  but  the  excitement  also  causes 
a  nervous  palpitation  which  increases  both  the 
soreness  and  the  pain  and  brings  on  an  attack 
of  dyspnoea.    Then  you  have  formation  of  gas  in 


the  stomach,  which  not  onl)  causes  satiety  on  be- 
ginning to  eat,  but  a  sticking,  burning  pain  up- 
ward  from  the  epigastrium.  This  pain,  caused 
b)  gas,  also  brings  on  attacks  of  dyspnoea  and 
increases  the  soreness  and  pain  above  mentioned. 
The  urine  is  scanty  and  red  and  there  is  a  frequent 
desire  to  micturate.  The  continued  use  of  lithium 
carb.  6x  will  clear  up  the  urine,  sweeten  the  stom- 
ach, absorb  some,  it  not  all,  of  the  deposits,  and 
make  the  valves  more  pliable,  so  that,  while  your 
patient  will  not  he  cured,  he  will  be  immeasurably 
improved." 

tleuchera  Americana— Alum  Root. 

Dr.  \\  .  V  Glasgow  1T  in  speaking  of  this  new 
remedy  gives  the  following  analysis  of  the  symp- 
toms :  Acts  prominently  on  the  digestive  tract  and 
small  intestines,  producing  exhausting  diarrhea 
accompanied  by  griping,  cramping  pains.  This 
remedy  has  been  used  by  Indians  and  hunters  for 
generations  for  all  form  of  diarrhea.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  any  information  at  all  could 
be  obtained  from  the  "  red  men."  They  being  very 
reluctant  to  part  with  any  secrets  of  the  tribe. 
The  hunters  and  woodsmen  use  it,  especially  in 
diarrhea  caused  by  drinking  alkali  water.  In  the 
meager  proving  that  I  have  undertaken  the  fol- 
lowing symptoms  were  produced :  Cramping 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  better  by  pressure  and 
bending  double,  and  worse  on  motion  and  by 
drinking  cold  fluids.  Diarrhea  :  Watery,  slimy, 
very  profuse  and  exhausting,  with  a  "  never  get 
done  feeling."  The  diarrhea  is  accompanied  by 
slimy  mucus  with  streaks  of  blood,  and  shreds 
of  membrane  not  unlike  the  lining  of  the  intes- 
tines. There  is  constant  vomiting  of  bile  and 
frothy,  mucus,  accompanied  by  great  prostration 
and  cold  sweat  on  forehead.  Vomiting  of  some 
curdled  milk  in  infants  accompanied  by  pro- 
fuse watery,  slimy  evacuation  of  the  bowels. 
The  aggravation  is  from  drinking  cold  water, 
motion,  cold  nights  followed  by  hot  days. 
Amelioration  from  heat,  rest  and  from  pressure. 

The  general  action  of  the  drug  seems  to  be  on 
the  whole  alimentary  canal.  The  drug  as  yet  only 
imperfectly  used  seems  to  be  indicated  in  all 
forms  of  diarrhea,  especially  in  the  summer  and 
fall  when  we  have  the  cold  nights  followed  by 
hot  days.  It  has  given  splendid  results  in  several 
hundred  cases  covering  a  period  of  the  past  eight 
years  and  almost  invariably  with  good  results. 
The  dose  used  was  from  ten  to  fifteen  drops  of 
the  tincture  every  half  hour  for  an  adult.  Rarely 
more  than  six  to  ten  doses  have  been  used  to 
bring  about  the  desired  results.  The  remedy 
has  been  used  in  the  2X,  6x,  and  I2x,  but  not 
higher. 

The  above  sketch  and  action  of  the  drug  is 
given  in  the  hope  that  it  may  further  be  brought 
before  the  attention  of  the  profession  and  a  thor- 
ough proving  instituted. 
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Coses  From  Prddice. 

BY    E.     F.    HARPEL,    M.    D.,  SHAMOKIN,    PA. 

Caries  of  Teeth. — Mrs.  B.,  aged  23,  mother  of 
one  child.  Husband  had  syphilis  three  years 
previous  to  marriage.  Three  days  after  child  was 
born  there  appeared  the  copper-colored  syphilitic 
eruption,  together  with  a  conjunctivitis ;  this  was 
cleared  up  by  mere.  viv.  2x.  One  month  after 
the  birth  of  the  child  the  mother  complained  of 
bone-pains,  which  were  worse  at  night ;  also  a 
mucous  patch  on  the  upper  lip  and  a  number  of 
pustular  syphilides  on  various  parts  of  the  body ; 
these  latter  soon  disappeared  under  kali  hyd.  2x. 
Then  came  ulcers  on  the  gums  surrounding  the 
canine  teeth,  with  a  loosening  of  the  teeth  and 
soreness  and  bleeding  of  the  gums ;  mere,  did  not 
relieve  at  all  and  both  canines  fell  out  within  two 
weeks  (only  the  lower  jaw  was  affected). 
Pieces  of  bone  from  the  socket  were  thrown  off 
and  the  bicuspids  threatened  to  fall  out  also' as 
they  were  quite  loose ;  gave  calc.  fluor.  6x,  3  tab- 
lets every  3  hours,  which  cleared  up  the  dental 
trouble  with  no  return.  This  was  six  months  ago 
and  the  gums  and  remaining  teeth  are  healthy. 

Metrorrhagia. — Mrs.  D.,  aged  54,  mother  of 
nine  children ;  the  various  pregnancies  and  par- 
turitions were  without  event.  At  age  of  52  the 
menses  ceased  for  a  period  of  18  months,  then 
menstruated  naturally  and  regularly  for  three  suc- 
cessive months ;  three  weeks  after  last  menstrua- 
tion she  climbed  a  flight  of  70  steps  and  on  her 
return  home  was  seized  with  a  severe  hemorrhage, 
bright-red  in  color  and  very  profuse ;  this  was 
controlled  by  hamamelis  Ix ;  two  days  after  a  re- 
appearance of  the  hemorrhage  clotted  and  darker 
in  color  than  before;  gave  hamamelis,  crocus  sat., 
sabina,  and  secale  without  any  cessation  in  the 
flow;  which  was  controlled  by  aconite,  but  every 
morning  as  soon  as  she  got  out  of  bed  there  was  a 
show  of  blood  which  lasted  for  two  hours,  then 
disappeared  until  the  next  morning ;  bovista  6x, 
three  tablets  every  two  hours,  cleared  this  up  with 
no  further  trouble. 

Paronychia. — Mrs.  F.,  aged  50;  had  lost  6  or  7 
nails  from  middle  finger  of  left  hand  during  a 
period  of  4  years.  First  there  was  pain  and  in- 
flammation at  the  root  of  the  nail,  pus  would 
form  and  soon  the  matrix  would  become  black- 
ened, and  in  a  week  or  so  the  nail  would  come  off. 
She  had  been  informed  by  an  old-school  physician 
that  the  only  remedy  was  to  amputate  the  finger : 
gave  calc.  fluor.  without  result,  then  gave  mere. 


fluor.  acid,  and  silicea  with  no  benefit ;  the  ex- 
hibition of  thuya  3X  cured  the  case. 

Bursitis. — F.  T.,  aged  10  years.  Bursitis,  the 
result  of  falling  on  knees  on  the  ice.  Both  knees 
were  puffy  and  swollen,  and  patient  could  not 
stand  or  bear  any  weight  on  limbs ;  knees  were 
flexed  and  very  painful.  Applied  arnica  locally 
and  gave  internally,  first,  apis  with  some  relief  of 
the  pain  and  swelling,  then  gave  sticta  pulmon. 
which  cured. 

Menstrual  Headache. — Mrs.  J.,  aged  30,  suffer- 
ing with  menstrual  headache  since  she  was  a  girl 
of  fifteen ;  headaches  were  throbbing  in  character 
in  the  frontal  region  ;  there  was  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing with  blurred  vision  and  patient  had  to  go  to 
bed  for  two  or  three  days,  "  unable  to  lift  the 
head."     Iris  versic.  Ix  cured  in  two  months. 

Uterine  Hemorrhage. — Mrs.  R.,  mother  of  five- 
children.  Miscarriage  at  third  month  ;  there  was- 
profuse,  dark,  clotted  hemorrhage ;  sabina  con- 
trolled this,  but  there  was  a  persistent  show  of 
blood  every  afternoon  about  4  P.  m.,  lasting  until 
bed  time  (about  ten  o'clock)  ;  then  the  flow  would 
stop  until  the  next  afternoon  at  the  same  time ; 
gave  lye.  6x  which  cured  in  one  week.  Ex- 
hibited various  other  remedies  before  giving  lyc. 
but  without  effect. 

Prolapsus  uteri. — Miss  M.,  aged  17.  Drag- 
ging and  heaviness  in  uterine  region  which  upon 
digital  examination  showed  pronounced  pro- 
lapsus ;  there  was  aching  over  the  sacral  region 
with  a  yellow  leucorrhcea  and  much  itching  of  the 
pudenda ;  obstinate  constipation  and  headache, 
with  blurred  vision ;  loss  of  appetite  and  a  tired 
feeling  in  the  morning  on  getting  up ;  gave  he- 
lonias,  actea,  HI.  tig.,  and  hyd.  in  succession  with 
little  relief;  on  studying  the  case  more  carefully 
and  giving  nux  vom,  3X  the  symptoms  all  dis- 
appeared. 


— Rhus  tox.  is  more  often  indicated  in  scarla- 
tina than  any  other  remedy  save  belladonna. 
The  patient  is  drowsy  with  delirium.  Fever 
keeps  on  rising  even  after  the  livid  eruption  is 
out.  There  is  great  restlessness  at  night.  Ichor- 
ous discharge  from  nose  with  great  oedema  of 
the  throat.  The  eruption  is  like  millet  seed. 
Rash  is  dark,  with  swelling  suppuration  of  the 
parotid  glands,  first  the  left,  then  the  right.  Ex- 
treme sensitiveness  to  air.  Cannot  go  out  into 
moderately  cold  air.  This  is  also  true  after 
erysipelas. 

— Student. — "  Master,  I  marvel  how  the  fishes 
live  in  the  sea?  " 

Doctor. — "  Why,  as  men  do  on  land ;  the  great 
ones  eat  up  the  little  ones." 
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Chronic    Tetanus— Mercurius    and    Sulphur:    A 
Comparison. 

BY   CIIAS.   D.   GILBERT,    M.    I).,   WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 

The  following'  case  was  reported  by  Dr.  Jas. 
H.  Payne  of  Boston,  in  the  American  Homeo- 
pathic Review,  Vol.  II.,  p.  2j6,  and  is  such  a  fine 
exhibition  of  a  rare  condition  ami  such  an  excel- 
lent example  of  what  infinitesimal  doses  of  drugs 
can  do  to  remove  the  bad  effects  of  crude  doses, 
that  the  writer  has  made  the  following  compari- 
sons and  here  presents  them  that  they  may  be  as 
useful  to  others  as  to  himself. 

While  practicing  in  Bangor,  Me.,  Mr.  C.  11. 
L.  applied  for  treatment,  April  27,  1855;  he  had 
taken  no  medicine  for  several  weeks  when  I  saw 
him  ;  he  was  26  years  old,  single  dark,  intelligent, 
temperate,  5  feet  7  inches  high ;  one  brother  and 
their  father  died  early  of  consumption  ;  he  was 
well  up  to  15  years,  when  pimples  broke  out  on 
his  body  and  spread  all  over  it.  itching  and  burn- 
ing, especially  at  night ;  after  suffering  for  two 
years  the  eruption  was  suppressed  with  mercurial 
ointment,  and  was  soon  after  followed  by  hemor- 
rhages from  the  lungs  which  nearly  ended  him  : 
these  were  accompanied  by  cough,  and  continued 
for  about  two  years,  sometimes  bringing  him  near 
the  grave  ;  during  his  nineteenth  year  he  had  occa- 
sional slight  cramps  in  hands  and  feet :  January 
20,  1847,  he  was  seized  by  cramps  in  the  most  ter- 
rible manner ;  these  attacks  would  last  from  a  few- 
days  to  six  months  and  then  leave  him  suddenly, 
perhaps  after  Jhe  most  severe  ones;  he  might  be 
free  for  some  time,  but  they  would  come  back  as 
suddenly  as  they  left  and  in  an  aggravated  form. 

In  1849  cholera  relieved  him  for  four  months, 
when  they  returned  with  new  vigor. 

In  1852  the  joints  began  to  be  dislocated. 

The  treatment  was  the  best  that  allopathy  could 
afford,  from  Maine  to  San  Francisco,  without 
avail.  When  seen  April  25,  1855,  he  was  as 
follows :  Without  any  warning,  he  would  be  seized 
by  the  most  violent  spasms;  his  face  and  ki 
would  be  drawn  together  in  an  instant,  with  great 
force ;  all  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  body,  ha 
and  feet  were  contracted,  inflexible  and  rigid,  the 
whole  person  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  ball ; 
the  spasms  of  the  intercostal  muscles,  diaphragm, 
and  abdomen  were  so  intense  thai  they  produced 
a  large  cavity  at  the  base  of  the  thorax,  appar- 
ently displacing  all  the  internal  organs  of  the 
body;  the  face  was  suffused  with  a  dark  livid 
flush,  and  miserably  disfigured  by  the  perverted 


action  of  the  muscles,  which  drew  up  the  1, 
wrinkled  the  forehead,  and  dragged  the  angles  of 
the  mouth  towards  the  cheek  hones,  distorting 
the  eyeballs,  and  producing  the  mosl  hideous 
countenance;  after  remaining  in  that  position  for 
from  two  to  twenty  minutes,  in  an  instant  his 
position  would  he  reversed,  the  head  thrown 
backward,  striking  the  feet  with  violence,  and, 
sometimes  passing  them  a  foot,  so  that  the  body 
would  assume  the  shape  of  a  hoop  ;  this  curvature 
would  be  so  violent  that  he  would  be  thrown  from 
the  bed  if  not  held  in  by  attendants;  all  the  ex- 
tensor muscles  of  the  body  would  be  rigidly  con- 
tracted and  inflexible  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  a 
continual  spasmodic  twitching  motion. 

During  the  severe  contortions,  both  shoulders, 
the  lower  jaw,  and  sometimes  the  hip  joints, 
would  he  dislocated,  requiring  much  strength  to 
reduce  them  ;  the  head  would  be  drawn  back  upon 
the  nucha,  the  larynx  thrown  forward,  the  tongue 
dragged  down  the  throat,  or  convulsively  pro- 
truded, nearly  suffocating  him ;  blood  at  times 
gushed  from  the  nostrils  and  mouth  in  large  quan- 
tities. Sometimes  the  spasms  affected  one  side 
of  the  body  only,  when  they  produced  a  lateral 
incurvation  of  the  neck  and  body.  After  lasting 
from  a  few  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  the  spasms 
would  relax  instantly  and  all  the  muscles  would 
become  flexible  so  that  the  limbs  could  be  placed 
in  any  position. 

During  the  severest  spasms  he  was  always 
delirious  or  unconscious,  the  pulse  imperceptible 
and  respiration  nearly  suspended;  he  had  the  ap 
appearance  of  a  person  in  a  fit  of  epilepsy:  the 
mental  condition  was  that  of  depression ;  he  was 
morose  and  melancholy,  easily  enraged ;  nothing 
pleased  him  ;  despaired  of  being  cured  ;  confusion, 
drawings,  and  shootings  in  the  whole  head:  face 
of  a  yellowish,  sickly  hue,  the  eyes  sunken  ;  tongue 
yellowish-brown,  no  appetite,  continual  thirst,  ob- 
stinate constipation,  evacuations  small,  dry,  and 
dark  colored;  urine  scanty  and  dark  colored, 
without  sediment  and  burning  on  voiding. 

The  attacks  always  left  the  patient  sore  as  if 
bruised. 

The  doctor  gave  him  stramonium  31,  every  four 
hours  for  forty  hours,  then  sac  lac.  for  eighty 
hours,  then  two  prescriptions  of  sac.  lac.  to  oi 
stram.,  for  eighteen  days,  which  postponed  the 
attacks,  but  made  the  pains  more  severe  and  more 
frequent:  there  wire  then:  violent  congestion; 
face  more  livid  and  purple  than  before;  foam  at 
the  mouth,  etc.,  and  a  heavy  sleep  after  the  par 
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oxysm ;  "  the  symptoms  assumed  more  of  the 
form  of  epilepsy :  "  he  then  had  bell.  65  in  alter- 
nation with  sac.  lac,  as  with  stram.,  for  weeks,  at 
which  time  there  was  decided  improvement  in  all 
his  symptoms.  He  was  also  given  small  quan- 
tities of  wine  and  brandy  when  very  weak. 

Was  this  a  case  of  epilepsy  ?  If  so,  was  it  pro- 
duced alone  by  the  suppression  of  the  eruption, 
or  was  it  the  combined  result  of  the  psora  and 
mercury  ?  Let  us  examine  the  symptoms  of  mer- 
■cury. 

MEKCURIUS. 

Young  people  affected  more  than  older  ones. 

Any  emotion  makes  the  trembling  worse. 

More  irritable  in  attacks,  which  makes  the 
trembling  worse. 

Delirium.  Loss  of  consciousness.  Stupor. 
Inclined  to  coma. 

Confusion  of  the  head. 

Eyes  sunken.  Face  pale,  sallow,  and  sickly 
looking.     Face  distorted. 

Those  salivated  as  a  rule  escape  the  tremors. 
Easily  bleeding  ulcers  form  upon  the  tongue  and 
gums.     Tongue  coated  yellowish.     Great  thirst. 

Abdomen  somewhat  retracted.  Epigastrium 
contracted. 

Stools  at  first  thin  and  green,  afterward  con- 
stipated. (This  was  probably  the  case  with  the 
patient ;  nature  reacted  against  the  overdose  and 
constipation  eiesued.) 

Urine  scanty  and  dark  yellow. 

Total  loss  of  sexual  power. 

In  deep  respiration  the  diaphragm  seemed 
scarcely  to  move. 

Pulse  weak  and  slow  in  a  case  of  tremors  with- 
out ptyalism. 

Sometimes  one  side  will  be  affected. 

In  the  convulsive  form  the  patients  have  to  be 
held  in  bed  to  prevent  their  being  thrown  out.  In 
one  case  the  whole  body  was  tossed  to  and  fro, 
while  every  muscle  and  group  of  muscles  seemed 
to  be  in  incessant  activity ;  the  head  rolled  upon 
the  shoulders,  jerked  backward  and  forward  and 
from  side  to  side,  the  eyelids  opened  and  closed, 
the  eyeballs  rolled  from  side  to  side,  the  wings 
of  the  nose  and  the  corners  of  the  mouth  twitched, 
grimaces  distorted  the  face,  the  jaw  moved  back- 
ward and  forward,  the  upper  and  lower  extrem- 
ities jerked  as  a  whole  and  separately ;  the  pa- 
tient was  thrown  out  of  bed  in  spite  of  several 
strong  men. 

All,  sooner  or  later,  become  paralytic  and  die 
hectic. 


Soreness  of  the  muscles  after  an  attack. 

Symptoms  always  relieved  by  liquor. 

After  reading  the  above  symptoms  does  it  seem 
possible  to  find  in  homeopathic  literature  such  a 
close  correspondence  as  this?  Is  it  not  so  close 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  symptoms  of 
both  are  from  the  same  cause  and  not  from  differ- 
ent causes,  and  that  the  case  is  one  of  chronic 
mercurial  poisoning  made  worse  by  the  psoric 
taint,  which  is  merely  a  polite  name  for  syphilis 
in  its  remote  expression? 

Whether  it  was  epilepsy  or  not,  it  is  evident 
that  he  was  cured  with  sulphur  100  and  200,  while 
stram.  and  bell,  mitigated  the  acute  outbreak, 
The  symptoms  on  which  the  Doctor  selected 
sulphur  were  probably :  Consumptive  history ; 
eruption  of  pimples  which  spread  over  the  body 
about  the  time  of  puberty,  itching  and  burning, 
worse  at  night.  Let  us  examine  sulphur  in  the 
Chronic  Diseases,  from  which  the  Doctor  must 
have  gotten  his  information  and  inspiration. 

"  Prickling  of  the  skin  of  the  whole  body  in  the 
evening,  after  getting  warm  in  bed.  Itching, 
stinging  rash  over  the  whole  body.  A  scaly  her- 
petic eruption  which  had  been  suppressed  by  ex- 
ternal means,  appears  again,  itching  violently  and 
burning  after  scratching."  These  symptoms  not 
only  confirm  the  selection  of  sulphur,  but  they 
show  that  sulphur  has  the  power  of  reproducing 
a  repelled  eruption — a  most  valuable  power.  Let 
us  examine  farther  to  see  whether  sulphur  may  be 
indicated  in  convulsions:  "Epileptic  fit,  after 
fright  or  after  running.  (Allen  says,  after  start- 
ing up,  instead  of  after  fright.)*  Epileptic  fit: 
creeping  as  of  a  mouse,  commencing  in  the  back 
and  arms ;  the  mouth  was  drawn  to  the  right  and 
left ;  painful  motions  in  the  abdomen ;  the  left 
arm  becomes  turned,  with  clenched  thumbs  ;  after- 
ward trembling  in  the  right  arm ;  after  this  the 
whole  body  was  tossed  up  and  down ;  very  short 
breath,  becoming  shorter  after  the  attack ;  he 
shrieked  during  the  attack,  but  was  unable  to  talk 
(a.  I2d).  Jerking  in  all  the  limbs;  he  clenches 
his  teeth  and  moans  with  a  low  voice  for  eight 
minutes ;  this  is  followed  by  a  slumber  of  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  followed  again  by  jerking  and 
cramp-like  drawing  of  the  limbs,  after  which  he 
feels  very  faint.  The  body  is  jerked  high  up  as 
when  violently  convulsed.  Tremulous  sensation 
in  the  arms  and  lower  limbs.  Desire  in  the  hands 
and  toes  to  extend  and  contract  them."  These 
symptoms  show  that  the  Doctor  had  warrant  for 
selecting  sulphur  as  the  curative  remedy  in  this 
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•case,  and  the  selection  was  verified  by  the  result, 
for  as  soon  as  the  patient  began  to  take  it  he 
rapidly  improved:  "The  spasms  did  not  cease 
suddenly  as  before,  hut  gradually,  remaining  ab- 
sent from  one  to  three  days  at  a  time;  after  two 
months  lie  rarely  dislocated  his  joints;  after  four 
months  he  never  had  a  severe  spasm;  when  he 
had  taken  the  sulphur  for  a  few  weeks  a  great 
number  of  small  dark  livid  abscesses  appeared  on 
his  face  and  different  parts  of  his  body,  which 
wire  a  long  time  in  suppurating;  some  were  as 
large  as  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  and  left  without  dis 
charging;  these  boils  continued  for  six  months, 
although  he  never  had  such  an  eruption  before; 
the  sulphur  was  given  at  first  in  the  moth  attenua- 
tion, every  eight  hours  until  ten  doses  had  been 
taken  ;  then  sac.  lac.  for  one  week  ;  then  repeat 
the  attenuation  for  six  weeks ;  then  sulph.  200  in 
the  same  way,  except  that  the  sac.  lac.  was  given 
for  three  weeks  after  a  powder  of  sulphur;  sev 
eral  weeks  after  the  sulphur  was  stopped  he  had 
"  no  spasms  hut  when  excited  would  have  some 
symptoms  of  them,  and  a  dull  feeling  in  the  head, 
fullness  in  the  stomach,  seminal  weakness  and 
emissions,  although  lie  had  never  been  addicted  to 
secret  vice."  Xux  vom.  55,  given  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  sulph.  too,  removed  all  the  symp- 
toms and  he  remained  well. 

A  recent  letter  from  the  Doctor,  in  answer  to 
one  of  inquiry  from  me,  says  that  "  the  man  lived 
for  years  in  good  health." 
♦     ♦ 

Simple  Therapeutic  Expedients. 

BY   W.    ESSEX    WVNTER,    M.    D. 

Radiant  heat  from  a  red-hot  coal  fire,  pace 
asseverations  to  the  contrary,  is  effective  in  sub- 
duing the  almost  unbearable  irritation  of  chil- 
blains. This  irritation  is  at  its  worst  during 
about  two  hours  in  the  twenty-four,  and  can  be 
controlled  for  that  occasion  by  holding  each  foot 
for  a  minute  or  two  as  near  the  fire  as  can  he 
tolerated  with  considerable  fortitude — steeping  in 
very  hot  water  approximates  to  this.  The  trou- 
ble recurs  the  next  day,  hut  can  be  abolished  in 
the  same  way,  and  after  three  or  four  repetitions 
a  cure  is  effected. 

Relief  of  the  itching  in  psoriasis  and  eczema 
has  also  been  found  by  many  patients  to  follow 
exposure  of  the  part  to  strong  heat,  either  of  a 
fire,  a  lamp,  or  water,  and  it  is  recorded  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  I.  that  he  spent  much  time 
sitting  in  hot  baths,  for  the  relief  of  the  lifelong 


eczema  of  the  thighs  which  caused  him  serious 
torment. 

There  is  probably  nothing  which  produces  such 

unbearable    irritation    as    pruritus    ani,    rendered 
more  diffculty  to  relieve  by  the  comparative  inac 
libility    of   the   part.      This,   however,   may    he 
mitigated  by  the  use  of  hot  douches,  the  tempera- 
ture   being   home    by    some    as   high    as    130      I 
Where   this   cannot   he   arranged    the    application 
of  a  hot  cone,  such  as  an   inverted    no. la  water 
bottle  filled  with  hot  water,  will  serve  instead 
Though  in  all  these  cases  relief  is  only  temporary, 
it  is  greatly  valued  by  the  patient,  and  the  rest 
from  friction  locally  and   respite  to  the  nervous 
system  ultimately  lead  to  cure. 

Another  simple  and  effective  means  of  applying 
dry  heat,  particularly  to  joints  and  surfaces,  is 
afforded  by  silver  sand,  loosely  enclosed  in  a 
flannel  hag  with  linen  lining,  baked  in  an  oven, 
and  closely  packed  round  the  part.  The  effect 
lasts  for  half  an  hour,  and  is  both  comforting 
and  curative  in  chronic  joint  affections  and  lum- 
bago or  muscular  rheumatism.  On  a  more  ex- 
tensive scale  the  subjects,  of  rheumatoid  arthritis 
in  Egypt  spend  hours'  buried  in  the  hot  sand  with 
remarkable  benefit.        ...  .  -    . 

Patients  with  pulmonary  or  cardiac  disea'scwho 
are  competed  by: orthopnea  to  sit  up  in  bed  suffer 
much  in  addition  ,to  then  other  troubles  from  th  • 
discomfort  and  insecurity  of  their  position.  On 
an  ordinary  mattress,  and  perhaps  more  so 
on  a  feather  one,  the  pelvis  is  flexed,  and  the 
weight  received  obliquely  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  sacrum  and  coccyx,  which,  owing  to  its  ir- 
regularity and  the  thinness  of  its  covering,  soon 
becomes  sore.  Moreover  the  body,  supported 
only  by  what  the  engineers  term  "  skin-friction," 
tends  to  slide  away  from  support,  the  clothes  be- 
come "  rucked,"  and  he  is  only  maintained  in  his 
precarious  position  by  muscular  effort  and  the 
frequent  attentions  of  the  nurse. 


By  placing  a  firm  bolster  across  the  middle  of 
the  bed  below  the  mattress  a  double-inclined  plane 
can  be  formed,  which  with  the  pillows  or  bed 
rest  afford  thoroughly  comfortable  and  firm  sup- 
port. The  weight  of  the  body  is  then  received 
through  the  ischial  tuberosities  in  a  line  with  the 
spine,  without  tendency  to  displacement  and  its 
attendant  troubles,  or  any  necessity  for  muscular 
effort.  The  abolition,  too,  of  the  flexure  >^i  the 
lumbar  spine  does  away  with  the  consequent  com- 
pression of  the  abdomen  and  the  sense  of  suffoca- 
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tion  and  oppressive  flatulence  which  so  often 
afflicts  patients  in  this  position.  The  bolster  may 
be  put  in  position  while  making  the  bed,  other- 
wise it  is  best  arranged  by  lifting  the  lower  half 
of  the  mattress  and  pushing  it  up  from  below  till  it 
meets  and  supports  the  buttocks.  Those  who 
have  not  attempted  to  sit  up  in  bed  for  hours  or 
perhaps  days  and  nights  at  a  stretch  can  scarcely 
realize  the  effort  and  discomfort  it  involves,  and 
the  amount  of  ease  this  form  of  support  affords. 
Not  the  least  of  its  benefits  is  the  partial  flexion 
of  the  knees  with  support,  relieving  the  tension 
on  the  nerves  and  tendons  at  the  back  of  the  thigh, 
as  well  as  the  pressure  on  the  heels,  while  the 
security  from  slipping  downwards  permits  the 
weight  of  the  trunk  to  be  freely  transferred  to  the 
pillows  at  the  back. 


A. very  simple  method  of  affording  support  to 
a  patient  sitting  up  for  brief  periods  after  an 
enfeebling  illness  is  to  pass  an  ordinary  roller- 
towel  round  the  back  below  the  armpits,  and  make 
it  fast  to  the  foot  of  the  bed.  This,  of  course, 
does  not  prevent  h'im  from  slipping  down,  and 
involves  more  confinement  of  '{fie  chest  than  one 
suffering  from  respiratory  difficulty  would  toler- 
ate," but  as  a  simple  media'nical  support  in  uncom- 
plicated convalescence  it  is  often  useful.  Some- 
times convalescent  pauVnt's  when  first  sitting  up 
in  a  chair  suffe'r  from  pressure  on  the  coccyx  and 
sacrum,  where  there  may  be  a  bed-sore.  This 
may  be  overcome  by  placing  a  square-edged  car- 
riage-cushion or  a  large  book  wrapped  in  a  shawl 
in  the  seat  of  the  chair,  so  that  the  patient  sits 
as  on  a  bench.  While  considering-  the  decubitus 
in  pulmonary  disease,  I  would  allude  to  the  bene- 
fit" in  certain  cases  of  pleurisy  with  effusion  of 
raising  the  foot  of  the  bed  about  twelve  inches, 
so  as  to  make  the  shoulders,  the  patient  lying 
supine  or  on  the  affected  side,  the  lowest  point. 
The  position  is  perfectly  comfortable,  and  quite 
easy  to  maintain  continuously,  the  head  being 
raised  on  an  ordinary  pillow  not  too  high.  The 
cases  in  question  are  those  of  pleurisy  with  ef- 
fusion in  which  the  fluid  continues  to  rise  to  the 
top  of  the  chest,  recurring  after  tapping,  and 
which  are  usually  unaccompanied  by  pain,  though 
there  is  some  fever.  In  these  instances  experi- 
ence shows  that  the  pleurisy  is  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  chest,  and  is  probably  always  associated  with 
a  tubercular  lesion  in  the  upper  lobe.  These,  at 
least,  are  the  cases  of  which  I  am  now  speaking. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  fluid  poured 


out  naturally  gravitates  to  the  lowest  part  of  the 
pleura,  towards  the  diaphragm,  if  the  patient  is 
up,  or  distributes  itself  over  the  back  if  he  lies  in 
bed.  In  either  case  it  flows  away  from  the  seat 
of  inflammation  in  the  upper  lobe,  and  incapaci- 
tates the  lower  and  presumably  healthy  portion  of 
the  lung,  by  its  bulk  also  displacing  the  heart 
and  mediastinum,  and  so  limiting  the  expansion 
in  some  degree  on  the  sound  side.  Certainly, 
these  patients  apply  for  aid  on  account  of  dyspnoea 
rather  than  other  symptoms.  By  the  time  the 
fluid  has  mounted  to  the  dome  of  the  pleura, 
where  it  might  do  some  good  by  bathing  and 
separating  the  inflamed  surfaces  and  collapsing 
and  resting  the  diseased  area  of  lung,  it  is  usually 
considered  necessary,  on  account  of  the  dyspnoea, 
combined  with  the  physical  signs  of  a  full  pleura, 
to  perform  paracentesis,  and  the  chance  of  natural 
relief  for  the  local  inflammation  is  lost. 

With  a  full  pleura  and  dyspnoea  there  would  be 
scarcely  two  opinions  as  to  the  necessity  for  tap- 
ping the  chest,  but  after  relief  has  been  so  ob- 
tained, or  in  cases  where  the  condition  has  been 
recognized  in  an  earlier  stage,  decided  benefit 
results  from  this  position.  The  temperature  falls, 
the  exudation  ceases,  so  that  subsequent  tappings 
are  not  required,  and  recovery  is  more  rapid. 

The  ultimate  effect  on  the  pulmonary  lesion  is 
probably  favorable ;  the  treatment  is,  at  all  events, 
in  accord  with  the  generally  received  opinion  of 
physicians  that  functional  inactivity  and  collapse 
due  to  the  presence  of  effusion  round  a  tuber- 
cular lung  tends  to  arrest  the  progress  of  phthisis, 
and  should  not  be  unnecessarily  interfered  with. 
Whether  there  is  a  lessened  tendency  to  the  form- 
ation of  adhesions  it  is  difficult  to  say ;  but,  un- 
doubtedly, adhesions  are  infinitely  more  common 
in  the  upper  half  of  the  pleura,  usually  the  dry 
areas,  than  in  the  lower  half,  the  usual  site  of 
accumulation  of  fluid. 

Of  course,  there  are  many  instances  of  pleurisy 
accompanied  by  pain  and  friction  at  the  base  and 
followed  by  effusion,  both  tubercular  and  other- 
wise, but  of  these  I  am  not  now  speaking. 

The  greater  freedom  of  movement  in  the  lower, 
as  compared  with  the  upper,  half  of  the  chest 
probably  accounts  for  the  greater  frequency  and 
severity  of  pain  where  the  lower  part  is  affected 
by  pleurisy. 

On  lying  down,  however,  expanision  of  tie 
upper  lobes  increases  at  the  expense  of  the  lower, 
and  this  change  is  probably  answerable  for  both 
the  increase  of  pleuritic  pain  and  the  constant 
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exacerbation  of  cough  so  notable  in  the  subjects 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  affecting  the  apices. 
In  addition  to  posture,  the  movements  of  the  arms 
have  a  decided  influence  on  expansion  and  con- 
traction of  the  chest,  and,  after  the  febrile  period, 
rhythmic  exercise,  as  in  tolling  a  bell,  definitel) 
accelerates  absorption  of  fluid  from  the  pleural 
cavity.  The  influence  of  violent  exertion  in  in- 
ducing dryness  of  serous  cavities  is  familiarly 
illustrated  by  "  stiteli  in  the  side  " 

(  To  be  concluded.) 

♦       ♦ 

Ann  Arbor  Week. 

BY     !1.     r.    BIGGAR,    M.     D. 

The  "  Practitioners'  Course  "  at  Ann  Arbor 
winch  began  November  2d  and  continued  through 
the  week,  was  an  unqualified  success.  Upwards 
of  sixty  practitioners  were  in  attendance,  and  all 
were  delighted  with  the  entire  course. 

The  topics  included  were,  medical,  surgical, 
gynecological,  eye,  ear,  and  nervous  diseases, 
and  most  judicious  discrimination  was  made  in 
the  selection  of  cases,  the  aim  being  that  none  of 
them  should  fail  of  being  instructive. 

The  large,  new  hospital,  a  well  equipped  and 
well  conducted  department  of  the  college  devoted 
entirely  to  clinical  cases,  was  never  before  able 
to  furnish  so  large  and  attractive  a  range  of  cases, 
and  hence  the  opportunities  were  very  full. 

The  new  medical  building  is  spacious,  excel- 
lently planned  and  arranged,  and  devoted  wholly 
to  laboratory  work.  The  members  of  the  Ann 
Arbor  faculty  make  claim  that  bacteriology  and 
histology  are  taught  'more  scientifically  and  thor- 
hly  than  at  any  other  college  in  the  country. 

The  Homeopathic  department  of  the  Medical 
College  is  very  prosperous,  the  medical  class  this 
year  being  larger  than  at  any  time  since  the  re- 
organization under  Dean  Hinsdale  and  his  splen- 
did corps  of  professors ;  as  a  fact  the  present 
class  is  nearly  five  times  as  large  as  before  the 
reorganization.  The  Dean  is  a  great  organizer. 
He  is  the  Abraham  Lincoln  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, a  profound  scholar,  an  indefatigable 
worker,  and  a  successful  and  practical  teacher. 
His  associates  in  the  faculty  are  representative 
homeopaths  and  their  instructions  the  most  prac- 
tical. Above  all  they  are  harmonious — so  essen- 
tial to  success  in  any  association. 

The  students  are  thoroughly  and  well  taught, 
as  is  evidenced  by  their  standing  before  Stat* 
Examining  Boards.     I  am  told  that  the  exam- 


inations of  Ann  Arbor  students  before  the  Ohio 
State  Hoard  show  the  highest  averages  of  any  of 
the  other  schools.  Under  present  auspices  it 
would  seem  highly  improbable  that  this  college 

should  ever  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  State  Board 

and  officially  "warned  that  in  some  of  its  de- 
partments the  teaching  had  been  sadly  deficient," 
as  was  actually  the  case  in  another  and  most  re- 
cent case — save  the  mark! 

Now  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  in  alluding  to 
this  instance  I  am  condemning  this  and  other  un- 
fortunates (and  there  are  numbers  of  them),  for 
1  know  that  most  of  them  are  pushing  to  the  ut- 
most limit  of  their  opportunities  in  praiseworthy 
endeavors  to  conform  to  the  newer  requirements 
and  conditions;  they  are,  indeed,  trying  to  con- 
form, but  through  old  channels;  they  fail,  always 
fail,  because  they  are  no  longer  in  touch  with  the 
order  of  the  day;  the  older  conditions  are  insuffi- 
cient or  unfitted  almost  wholly  to  new  require- 
ments ;  the  foundations  of  old  medicine  arc  neither 
high  nor  deep  nor  broad  enough  to  give  firm 
foothold  for  modern  advancement.  This  is  the 
paramount  fact  to  be  recognized  and  adapted.  It 
is  recognized,  and  that  it  will  be  adapted  is  only 
a  matter  of  time.  The  prompt  recognition  of 
stub  facts  and  their  adaptation  is  that  which  gives 
to  this  Ann  Arbor  college  the  life-giving  quality 
of  its  instruction,  and  the  vitalizing  atmosphere 
surrounding  it. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  any  one  condi- 
tion, however  prominent,  may  govern  all  the 
rest ;  the  method  of  instruction  is  only  a  part ;  the 
living,  pervading  idea  of  continuity  that  charac- 
terizes the  whole  is  another  part  ;  a  definite  aim 
toward  which  all  things  must  tend  is  still  another 
part;  while  the  dominating  spirit  of  timely  intel- 
ligence, encompasses  and  equalizes  the  whole. 

Good  instruction  cannot  be  spared,  nor  good 
government,  nor  good  association,  nor  good  faith 
on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  pupil,  for  either 
alone  is  weak  and  unproductive,  they  move  to- 
gether ;  but  there  must  also  and  always  be  the 
presence  and  potency  of  that  undefinahle,  intangi- 
ble spirit  known  as  the  "  college  atmosphere." 
"university  idea/'  "class  spirit,"  "  faculty  esprit 
du  corps."  These  things  in  totality  determine  the 
college  potential;  and  of  them  all  a  significant 
fact  is  that  they  rest  upon  a  movable  base  or 
principle;  they  are  inspirations  of  to-day,  never  of 
yesterday ;  to-morrow  they  will  again  change. 
and  to-day  be  forgotten;  they  occupy  the  one  liv- 
ing instant  and  no  more. 
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I  do  not  say  that  the  Ann  Arbor  college  has 
fully  realized  the  highest  ideal,  but  it  is  moving 
onward  with  steady  strides,  using  the  means  at 
hand  and  undoubtedly  will  reach  the  desired 
standard  of  excellence. 

But  to  return  to  my  topic  from  which  I  have 
wandered : 

On  Thursday,  the  fifth,  the  faculty  gave  a 
banquet  to  students  and  visitors  of  whom  there 
were  195.  It  was  most  enjoyable.  Prof.  Hins- 
dale presided,  introducing  the  speakers  in  his 
usual  pointed  yet  graceful  style,  not  forgetting 
some  gentle  reminders  of  the  human  frailty  of 
much  speaking. 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  the  same 
week  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  Phi  Alpha  Gam- 
ma and  Alpha  Sigma  were  in  session.  The  latter 
give  a  banquet  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  former  at 
the  Cadillac  in  Detroit.  For  the  trip  a  special 
car  on  the  M.  C.  R.  R.  was  chartered  for  Phi 
Alpha  Gamma  fraternity.  It  was  a  gala  season, 
and  college  songs  and  stories  were  the  order. 
The  banquet  at  the  Cadillac  was  a  masterly  suc- 
cess, some  sixty  covers  being  laid.  The  toasts 
were  apropos  and  the  responses  spirited,  witty  and 
timely ;  the  toast-master,  Dr.  H.  H.  Judd,  ap- 
proved himself  to  be  a  model  of  wit  and  brevity. 
The  banquet  hall  was  tastily  decorated ;  the  or- 
chestral selections  were  fine,  with  college  songs 
and  impromptu  speeches  of  an  excellent  order; 
altogether  it  was  an  enjoyable  company  and  an 
enjoyable  occasion.  I  am  the  better  for  my  par- 
ticipation therein. 

May  I  not  for  a  moment  be  indulged  in  a  few 
closing  reflections? 

In  associations  of  men,  especially  college  men, 
one  meets  with  a  certain  spirit  that  dominates 
the  whole  body.  It  is  variable.  It  is  instantly 
felt  to  be  inviting  or  repelling,  sometimes,  but 
rarely,  negative.  It  is  expansive  or  retractive, 
inclusive  or  exclusive.  It  appropriates,  and  as- 
similates, even  the  unassimilable  or  inappropriate, 
provided  the  old  faces  can  be  turned  to  the  wall, 
because  an  evolutionary  potential  is  instant  and 
always ;  or  there  exists  the  contrasting  features 
of  uncertainty,  unwillingness,  suspicion,  and  in- 
ertia. It  is  among  all  these  varied  qualifica- 
tions and  attributes  that  there  arises  the  indefin- 
able air  which  gives  character  to  such  bodies  of 
men,  for  their  good  or  ill. 

I  may,  perhaps,  be  suspected  of  bias ;  it  may  be 
so ;  but  I  do  believe  that  the  student  body  stands 
on  the  positive  side  of  all  the  conditions  which 


make  for  a  healthful,  progressive,  true  college 
spirit. 

And  more,  I  insist  that  the  presence  of  this 
spirit  in  the  student-body  is  the  clearest  index 
of  the  spirit  and  standing  of  that  institution.  You 
cannot  give  it  a  name,  but  its  visible  result,  or 
perhaps  its  initiation,  is  noted  first  in  the  active 
interest  of  governing  bodies ;  second,  in  the  faith- 
ful endeavors  of  faculties,  whose  classes  are  a 
personal  charge ;  and,  lastly,  in  the  ambitious  en- 
thusiastic loyalty  of  students  for  alma  mater  which 
always  finds  so  ready  a  response  in  the  student 
heart.  The  Greek  Letter  Societies  in  our  Hom- 
eopathic Medical  Colleges  are  fraternities  having 
in  view  the  advancement  of  homeopathy ;  in  time 
their  efforts  will  be  better  appreciated,  and  the  re- 
sults of  their  healthful  influence  made  manifest. 

Another  reflection :  It  is  a  steadily  growing 
conviction  of  mine,  one  based  on  many  and  care- 
ful observations,  that  to  be  successful  in  these  and 
coming  days,  medical  colleges  must  be  affiliated 
with  State  or  other  universities ;  and  they  must 
be  munificently  endowed.  The  days  of  independ- 
ent, or  "  commercially  conducted  "  colleges,  are 
numbered  ;  perhaps  through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
but  by  reason  of  changed  conditions,  emanating 
from  and  centered  in  State  examining  boards, 
and  because  of  these  newer  conditions  and  re- 
quirements it  is  becoming  impossible  for  them  to 
live,  not  to  speak  of  living  prosperously,  and  ful- 
fill the  high  interests  of  medical  education. 

It  was  a  great  satisfaction  and  gave  me  much 
pleasure  to  hear  Dean  Hinsdale  say :  "  I  have 
adopted  many  of  your  methods  which  I  learned 
while  a  member  of  the  faculty  at  Cleveland, 
and  which  proved  so  successful  to  the  old  college 
during  your  severe  struggles  to  advance  medical 
teachings."  I  am  not  unmindful  that  my  con- 
freres of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Cleve- 
land University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  are  en- 
titled to  as  great  a  credit,  if  not  more,  for  the 
introduction  and  continuation  of  the  methods 
which  proved  so  eminently  successful  in  saving 
the  old  college  from  ruin,  in  organizing  the  best 
faculty  in  the  college  history,  and  in  affording 
superior  advantages  to  the  students, — methods, 
so  that  in  five  years  the  class  increased  from  38 
to  180  students  and  the  income  from  $1700  to 
nearly  $15,000.  During  those  five  years  the 
students  did  not  have  to  take  snuff  to  keep  awake, 
for  the  teachers  put  snuff  in  their  lectures,  nor 
did  the  students  need  urging  to  attend  lectures, 
all  were  anxious  and  eager  to  be  present,  fully 
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recognizing  that  each  and  every  lecture  was  of 
especial  interest  and  value.  The  attendance  of 
our  own  students  with  those  from  the  other  city 
colleges,  as  well  as  the  resident  and  out-of-town 
physicians  had  so  increased,  that  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate all,  the  building  of  galleries  on  three 
sides  of  the  amphitheater  was  contemplated. 
Tempora  mutantur. 

"  Ann  Arbor  has  filled  the  pulpit  and  as  a  re- 
sult the  pews  are  full.*' 

■♦•     ♦ 

Constant  in  tiering. 

Both  the  Editor  and  Dr.  Pierce  are  mistaken 
(see  p.  303,  1903.  this  Journal). 

Dr.  Hering  was  horn  in  Saxony,  was  educated 
there,  and  attended  seven  courses  of  medical  lec- 
tures at  Leipzig,  where  he  was  engaged  to  write 
down  homeopathy ;  his  investigations  led  him 
to  believe  in  the  law  of  similars ;  later  he  was 
cured  of  a  gangrenous  dissecting  wound  by  a  fel- 
low homeopath,  which  clinched  the  matter  in  his 
mind  and  made  him  a  devoted  follower  of  the 
system  to  which  he  owed  his  life;  he  graduated 
at  Wurzburg,  March  23,  1826,  and  publicly  de- 
fended homeopathy  in  his  Inaugural  Thesis — 
"  The  Medicine  of  the  Future." 

Dr.  Hering  was  a  great  naturalist  and  taught 
the  natural  sciences  at  the  Blochman  Institute  in 
Dresden  after  his  graduation  in  medicine;  on  the 
recommendation  of  Blochman  he  was  sent  by 
the  King  of  Saxony  to  Dutch  Guiana  where  he 
remained  six  years ;  to  that  residence  we  owe 
Lashesis  and  its  triumphs ;  he  educated  Dr.  Bute 
in  homeopathy  and  sent  him  to  the  United 
States  to  locate  in  Philadelphia;  in  1833  he  fol- 
lowed him  and  did  mighty  work  for  the  cause, 
as  is  well  known. 

Dr.  Hering  never  knew  Hahnemann,  although 
while  a  student  at  Leipzig  he  once  saw  him ;  he 
corresponded  with  him  as  long  as  Hahnemann 
lived.  C.  B.  G. 

[It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  Dr.  Carroll 
Dunham  was  cured  by  Constantin  Hering  in  the 
same  way  of  a  dissecting  wound  and  its  sequ 
and  tl :•■!-■  upon  forsook  allopathy  and  became  the 
splendid  homeopath  we  all  know  him  to  have 
been.— En.  \ 

— Doctor. — Mr.  Tifhngton,  your  wife  will  risk 
her  life  if  she  attends  that  wedding  so  soon  after 
having  the  grip. 

Mr.  Tifhngton. — Well,  doctor,  she'll  die  if  she 
has  to  miss  it. 


Wlortfo  IRcvicwino. 


Melilotus. 

The  remarkable  effects  of  Melilotus,  or  sweet 
clover,  in  neuralgic  complaints,  prompted  me  to 
order  some  for  a  case  which  had  bothered  me 
not  a  little  for  several  years.  The  gentleman 
had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  neuralgia  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  affecting  the  right  side 
of  head,  and  which  had  been  the  cause  of  the  al- 
most complete  destruction  of  sight  in  that  eye. 
The  attacks  were  caused  by  fatigue,  cold,  or  de- 
rangement of  the  stomach.  The  pain  centered 
about  the  eye,  and  extended  over  the  right  side 
of  head  and  neck,  and  left  the  scalp  sore  and 
tender  to  the  touch.  The  pain  during  some  of 
the  attacks  was  agonizing  in  the  extreme,  and 
the  patient  would  become  wild  and  furious  with 
its  severity.  I  had  used  all  the  usual  remedies,. 
including  morphine,  at  different  times,  but  aco- 
nite and  belladonna  had  generally  rendered  the 
best  service.  I  first  used  the  melilotus  last  fall, 
with  the  effect  to  completely  control  the  attack; 
and  since  that  time,  when  taken  soon  enough,  it 
has  alwavs  checked  or  controlled  it. 

R.  H.  S. 
Spongia. 

Jan.  26  called  to  see  Mrs.  V.,  a  young  lady 
twenty-six  years  old;  dark  hair  and  eyes;  rather 
deaf;  short  and  plump  figure.  Has  been  having 
a  bad  cold  for  some  days,  and  to-day  was  taken 
suddenly  worse.  Present  condition:  Pulse  98, 
quick  and  jerky.  Cough,  hoarse,  dry,  and  bark- 
ing; breath  very  laboring;  can  hear  it  a  long 
distance,  and  sharp  pains  in  larynx  and  bronchial 
tubes.  False  membrane  is  thin  and  light 
colored.  The  cough  is  relieved  by  eating  or 
drinking  anything  warm.  Prescribed  spongia 
dry  on  tongue.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
the  breath  grew  much  easier,  and  giving  her 
plenty  of  sac.  lac,  left  her  for  the  night.  Jan. 
27  found  lungs  much  better;  cough  loose  and 
rattling.  Membrane  on  tonsils  in  thin  patches; 
sac.  lac.  Jan.  28  still  improving:  sac.  lac;  and 
in  one  week's  time  she  was  attending  to  her 
household  affairs  as  well  as  ever.  No  other 
remedy.     \'o  second  dose  was  needed. 

Nux  in  Chronic  Constipation. 

Miss  P.,  aged  twenty-five,  follows  bookkeep- 
ing as  a  vocation,  has  been  troubled  with  con- 
stipation for  several  years.  Two  years  ago  she 
caked  on  me  for  a  prescription.  She  explained 
her  symptoms  and  I  gave  her  mix  3.x.  In  a 
few  weeks  she  called  again  stating  that  she  had 
nol  received  much  benefit.  Believing  that  nux 
was  the  remedy.  I  gave  her  the  200th,  which 
proved  somewhat  more  beneficial,  but  not  Li'iv- 
ing  entire  satisfaction.  <  )ne  year  ago  she  called 
again.      Then    she    received    mix    2o<x>.      Last 
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month  she  came  in  to  tell  me  that  the  medicine 
I  had  given  her  last,  had  cured  her.  I  think 
that  mix  will  always  cure  when  it  is  indicated, 
if  we  give  the  right  attenuation.  C.  C.  C. 

flow  to  Stop  Coughing. 

Coughing  may  be  stopped  by  pressing  on  the 
nerves  of  the  lip  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  nose. 
A  pressure  there  may  prevent  a  cough  when  it  is 
beginning.  Sneezing  may  be  stopped  by  the 
same  mechanism.  Pressing  also  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  ear  may  stop  coughing.  Pressure 
very  hard  on  the  top  of  the  mouth  inside  is  also 
a  means  of  stopping  coughing.  The  will  has 
much  to  do  with  the  act.  A  French  surgeon 
used  to  say,  when  he  entered  the  wards  of  the 
hospital,  "The  first  patient  who  coughs,  I  will 
deprive  of  food  to-day."  It  was  very  rare  a 
patient  coughed  then. 

Remedies  in  Injuries. 

Opium  if  child  is  more  frightened  than  hurt. 

If  inflammation  takes  place,  arnica  and  opium 
do  no  good.     Aconite  is  the  remedy. 

Cicuta  for  long-lasting  vertigo  after  concussion 
of  brain. 

Arnica  is  best  remedy  for  bruised  soft  parts. 
Put  remedy  in  as  hot  water  as  can  be  borne,  wet 
cloths  and  apply  layer  after  layer. 

Ledum  in  stone  bruise  locally.  Think  of  it 
also  in  punctured  wounds. 

Calendula  in  lacerated  wounds  or  in  loss  of 
substance ;  promotes  granulation  and  prevent? 
suppuration.     Prevents  pyaemia. 

Hypericum  is  better  than  arnica  if  nervep 
are  injured,  especially  about  the  face.  Will  pre- 
vent lockjaw.  Is  very  fine  in  injuries  to  the 
spine. 

Staphisagria  for  smooth  wounds  as  after  sur- 
gical operations. 

Ruta  for  injuries  to  periosteum  of  carpal  or 
.  tarsal  joints. 

Symphytum  when  the  bone  itself  is  injured, 
fracturing  internally  and  externally. 

Silicea  if  splinter  remains  in  part.  Will  pro- 
mote suppuration  and  bring  it  out. 

Cicuta  for  consequence  of  swallowing  sharp 
piece  of  bone ;  danger  is  that  the  oesophagus  will 
close. 

Conium  for  injury  of  the  glands  :  mammary 
glands ;  testicles. 

Verification  of  Conium. 

Mrs.  A.,  aged  twenty-five  years,  has  borne  three 
children.  Called  to  see  her  November  27. 
Found  her  in  bed  in  great  pain,  from  a  tumor  the 
size  of  a  goose  egg,  of  stony  hardness,  in  the 
right  breast,  and  of  seven  weeks'  growth  under 
regular  treatment.  Caused  by  injury  from  a 
corset  when  babe  was  about  four  weeks  old. 
Pell.  3d  every  hour.     Called  next  day.     Patient 


had  passed  comfortable  night  and  pain  was  much 
less.  Conium  3d  every  two  hours  and  applied 
locally  three  times  daily,  one  drop  of  tincture  to 
ten  of  water.  Patient  steadily  improved,  and  in 
three  weeks  the  induration  was  wholly  gone,  and 
breast  normal,  with  no  suppuration  or  discharge 
of  any  kind.  When  I  was  called  the  patient 
could  not  sit  or  stand  because  of  the  weight  and 
pain,  and  could  only  lie  on  the  back  with  the 
breast  supported  by  the  hand.  In  three  days 
she  was  up  and  about,  and  fully  recovered,  as 
above  stated,  in  three  weeks. — C  H.  H. 

Arum  Throat. 

Early  this  month,  I  had  under  my  care  a  pa- 
tient with  the  following  symptoms :  Sore  throat, 
slightly  feverish,  mucous  membrane  slightly  ex- 
coriated ;  discharge  of  burning  fluid  from  nose ; 
nose  stopped  up ;  hoarseness  of  voice.  Now  in- 
stead of  prescribing  aconite  and  bell,  low,  as  is 
my  habit,  I  found  a  remedy  better  indicated,  and 
comparatively  new  and  little  used  around  here. 
I  held  on  to  it  until  a  good  and  quick  cure  was 
performed.  A  colleague  of  mine,  an  old  physi- 
cian, had  never  used  the  remedy  in  all  his  ex- 
perience. I  think  in  throat  troubles  bell, 
and  mere,  are  too  often  substituted  in  place  of 
the  remedy  that  I  used,  which  was  arum  tryphyl- 
lum  30th.— T.  A.  C. 

Celtis  Occidental. 

Proving  of  Celtis  occidental  tincture,  made 
from  the  bark  of  hackberry  tree.  One-fourth 
ounce  of  tincture  taken  at  1  r  o'clock  a.  m.,  one- 
fourth  ounce  at  2  p.  m.  ;  one  hour  afte.r  cold  and 
hot  creeping  all  over  the  body ;  pulse  quick  and 
full ;  bones  ache ;  flesh  sore  to  pressure  on  chair 
back,  cannot  sit  on  hard  bench.  Stretching  of 
limbs  ;  skin  red  and  puffed  ;  blood  vessels  puffed  ; 
thrilling  sensations  on  the  skin  all  over  the  body 
as  if  pricked  with  the  points  of  needles.  Sharp 
pains  through  the  lungs,  sticking  pain  over  the 
right  eye ;  sleep  full  of  dreams  of  business ;  next 
morning  tired  and  weak  with  headache ;  throat 
sore. 

Schoolgirl  called  on  me  for  a  remedy.  Her 
ears  were  sore  and  swelled,  caused  by  piercing 
them  and  wearing  cheap  rings.  I  gave  Celtis  oc- 
cidental. Next  day  her  mother  called  at  my 
office,  said  the  ear  was  better  and  wanted  more 
of  the  same  remedy,  two  ounce  vial  full.  Second 
day  after  the  mother  called  for  me.  The  girl  had 
taken  all  the  remedy  the  first  day  and  her  face 
and  body  swelled.  I  gave  urtica  capitata.  Next 
day  the  swelling  had  left  the  face  and  body 
but  her  feet  and  ankles  were  swelled  so  bad  could 
not  wear  shoes.  Continued  urtica  capitata.  Two 
days  after  the  Miss  was  at  school,  ears  all  well 
and  no  more  swelling  of  the  face  and  feet. 
Celtis  is  my  best  remedy  in  rheumatism,  erysipe- 
las swelling,  red  and  painful.  This  was  caused  by 
Celtis.     Miss  had  fair  skin.  J.  S.  W. 
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Some  Books 

on  Anaesthetics. 

Dr.  Blumfk'ld  in  his  work  on  Anaesthetics 
deals  only  with  nitrous  oxide,  ether,  and  chloro- 
form, and  the  two  mixtures  A.C.E.,  we  presume 
the  older  and  less  valuable  one  of  Ilarley  and  the 
*'  C.E.,"  which  we  are  told  is  composed  of  chloro- 
form and  ether  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  the 
\.C.E.  It  would  he  well  to  caution  students  that 
other  authorities  often  employ  the  letters  C.E.  to 
denote  mixtures  of  other  strengths,  sometimes 
stronger  and  sometimes  weaker  than  that  given 
above. 

Mr.  Luke,  in  A  Pocket  Guide  to  Anaesthet- 
icSj  gives  a  generally  accurate  account  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  style  is  occasionally  less  severe  than  is 
usual  in  professional  works,  and  revision  would 
have  removed  such  solecisms  as  "Souberain  "  for 
"  Soubeiran,"  "  dilation  "  for  "  dilatation,"  "  the 
aggravated  Trendelenberg  (sic)  position,"  "  dur- 
ing pregnancy  chloroform  and  ether  may  be 
given  at  any  time  almost."  We  notice  that  in 
dealing  with  the  choice  of  the  anaesthetic  it  is  said 
that  anaemic  persons  take  anaesthetics  well ;  this 
is  not,  we  believe,  the  usual  experience.  Mr. 
Luke,  in  quoting  Kochcr's  preference  for  ether 
in  prolonged  operations,  appears  to  be  at  variance 
with  the  commonly  accepted  views  of  the  leading 
anaesthetists.  While  it  is  generally  accepted  that 
ether  possesses  few  dangers  in  the  hands  of  a 
careful  practitioner  when  given  for  a  short  period, 
yet  even  its  admirers  appear  to  consider  that  when 
inhaled  for  an  hour  or  more  it  is  a  possible  cause 
of  post-anaesthetic  complication.  For  ether,  the 
wide-bored  Clover's  inhaler  (Hewitt)  and 
Blake's  inhaler,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Luke  him- 
self, are  recommended.  Chloroform  is  dealt  with 
upon  satisfactory  lines,  a  preference  being 
shown  to  the  employment  of  the  open  method 
Tather  than  that  of  inhalers. 

Dr.  Campiche,  as  assistant  to  Dr.  Roux  of 
Lausanne,  had  valuable  opportunities  of  studying 
the  relative  merits  of  chloroform  and  ether,  the 
anaesthetics  with  which  his  thesis  deals,  Contri- 
bution a  l'Etude  de  la  Narcose  a  l'Ether.  In  a 
lucid  and  unbiased  manner  the  merits  and  short- 
comings of  these  two  anaesthetics  are  discussed 
and  weighed.  Then  follows  what  is  perhaps  the 
most  interesting  part  of  the  thesis,  a  carefully 
epitomized  list  of  the  operations  performed  at 
Lausanne  in  Dr.  Roux's  clinic  between  Novem- 
ber ist,  iqoo,  and  October  1st,  1901.  Of  these 
5]  1  were  under  ether  with  18  cases  of  lung  com- 


plications, namely,  10  cases  of  pneumonia  and 
8  of  bronchitis.  Two  of  the  patients  who  suffered 
from  pneumonia  died.  Chloroform  was  given  to 
205  patients,  in  some  instances  on  account  of  pre- 
existing pulmonary  conditions  which  contra-indi- 
cated ether;  21  instances  of  pulmonary  complica- 
tions are  recorded,  8  being  (broncho-)  pneumo- 
nias, and  1 1  cases  of  bronchitis.  In  this  connec- 
tion we  may  recall  the  fact  which  is  sometimes 
lost  sight  of  that  Oilier,  Korte,  Richel,  Ricard, 
Gurlt,  and  Le  Dentu  and  many  American  sur- 
geons have  also  reported  numerous  cases  of  pneu- 
monia and  bronchitis  as  sequels  to  chloroformiza- 
tion.  Of  Campiche's  cases  about  half  had  pre- 
existing lung  trouble  and  the  rest  were  reported 
wholly  free  from  disease — a  somewhat  startling 
record  of  9  per  cent,  of  lung  complication  follow- 
ing chloroform.  Of  the  18  ether  cases  4  had  pre- 
existing lung  trouble  and  others  were  extremely 
feeble  from  exhaustion  ;  14  were  reported  sound  ; 
2  deaths  occurred.  It  would  appear,  therefore, 
that  between  3  and  4  per  cent,  of  the  ether  cases 
showed  lung  complications.  If  we  exclude  cases 
of  pre-existing  lung  disease  chloroform  produced 
between  4  and  5  per  cent,  and  ether  nearly  3  per 
cent,  of  lung  complications.  Another  point 
brought  out  in  these  pages  is  the  frequency  of 
lung  trouble  following  operations  in  which  no 
anaesthetic  was  employed.  The  disease  in  these 
cases  was  goiter  since  in  Lausanne  this  seems 
to  be  the  only  form  of  malady  which  in  certain  in- 
stances debars  the  patient  from  the  merciful  em- 
ployment of  an  anaesthetic.  Dr.  Campiche  is  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  even  in  these  anaesthetics 
do  not  materially  enhance  the  danger  of  opera- 
tions and  spare  the  patient  great  suffering. 

Die  Antikoerper  Resultate 

frueherer    Forschungen    und    neue    Versuche. 

Von  Dungren  describes  his  book  on  "  the  anti- 
bodies "  as  the  results  of  earlier  researches  and 
new  experiments,  but  this  description  requires 
some  qualification.  By  earlier  researches  he 
means  the  work  of  all  those  observers  who  have 
helped  to  build  up  the  modern  views  of  immun- 
ity, and  more  especially  Ehrlich's  work  on  toxins 
and  antitoxins,  etc.,  and  by  new  experiments  he 
means  some  of  undoubted  value  which  he  himself 
has  carried  out  with  precipitins. 

It  need  hardly  be  pointed  out  that   the  sub- 
jects of  the  first  part  are  most  efficiently  dealt 
with,  since  v.  Dungren's  own  work  on  the  lysins 
and  antibodies  is  well  known.     The  book  d< 
very  fairly  with  all  the  views  published  on  most 
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of  the  important  portions  of  these  subjects.  His 
personal  opinion  is  never  thrust  at  the  reader, 
but  whenever  he  expresses  himself  definitely  he 
bases  his  conclusions  on  logical  deductions.  He 
employs  the  term  antibodies  in  its  widest  sense, 
and  discusses  more  or  less  fully  all  the  known 
products  of  immunization.  We  note  that  in  spite  of 
this  wide  treatment  in  dealing  with  the  cytolysins, 
he  entirely  ignores  the  attempts  which  Leyden 
has  made  to  produce  an  immune  serum  which 
acts  specifically  on  epitheliomatous  cells.  Abso- 
lute specificity  is  necessary,  he  says,  if  one  would 
destroy  the  cells  of  a  growth  without  damaging 
the  organism,  and  unfortunately  none  of  the 
lysins  for  special  tissue  cells  possess  this.  The 
theoretical  possibility  of  producing  an  epithelial 
immune  serum  which  acts  so  much  more  strongly 
on  epithelial  cells  than  on  other  tissue  cells — for 
example,  blood  cells — lias  been  proved,  but  all 
attempts  to  work  in  this  direction  have  been  un- 
availing, owing  to  manifold  difficulties  hitherto 
insurmountable. 

In  the  second  part  he  reports  experiments 
which  he  has  carried  out  recently  on  some  ani- 
mals, peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
such  as  the  crab,  maja  squinado,  and  the  octopus 
vulgaris.  These  experiments  appear  to  be  of  con- 
siderable value  in  further  clearing  up  some  of 
the  dark  points  in  connection  with  antibody  form- 
ation, and  in  still  further  supporting  Ehrlich's 
doctrine  of  immunity. 

Essays  on 
Rural   Hygiene. 

We  welcome  another  edition,  the  third,  of  Dr. 
Poore's  Essays.  The  first  appeared  in  1893,  and 
during  the  subsequent  ten  years  the  author  has 
had  the  reward  of  knowing  that  many  persons 
have  been  converted  to  his  way  of  thinking.  This 
is  a  matter  of  satisfaction,  for  his  way  of  thinking 
is  in  many  respects  eminently  sound  and  reason- 
able. 

He  protests  against  the  overcrowding  of 
houses  to  the  acre,  against  the  evils  of  impure 
air  and  water,  and  against  the  wasteful  treat- 
ment of  sewage  and  excreta.  As  is  well  known, 
the  last  named  subject  is  one  upon  which  Dr. 
Poore  lays  great  emphasis.  He  holds  that  ex- 
creta and  all  refuse  of  every  kind,  instead  of  be- 
ing turned  into  sewage,  so  to  speak,  should  be 
buried  immediately,  without  treatment,  just  be- 
neath the  surface  of  the  soil.  In  this  way,  he 
contends,  no  pollution  of  air  or  water  can  oc- 
cur, for  the  living  earth  will  assimilate  such 
putrescible  matter  in  the  most  economical  man- 
ner and  to  the  increase  of  its  own  fertility.  Dr. 
Poore  therefore  does  not  favor  the  water-car- 
riage system  of  sewage  removal,  but  prefers  dry 
earth  and  similar  methods.  We  entirely  share 
the  author's  view  that  the  tendency  for  rural 
sanitary  authorities  to  imitate  the  action  of  large 
urban  authorities  is  often  mischievous.  Unrea- 
sonable "  schemes  "  of  sanitary  authorities,  the 


expenses  of  which  fall  upon  the  tax-payers,  come 
in  for  some  well  deserved  criticism. 

Generally  speaking,  it  is  clear  that  if  certain  of 
Dr.  Poore's  views  were  acted  upon  by  the  gen- 
eral population,  nothing  but  good  would  result. 
For  example,  fresh  air  in  houses,  particularly 
in  bedrooms,  is  a  much  needed  reform.  It  is  re- 
markable how  few  persons  sleep  with  their  bed- 
room windows  open,  and  this  one  simple  recom- 
mendation, if  widely  adopted,  would  doubtless 
prove  highly  beneficial.  During  the  last  decade 
much  has  been  learned  of  the  effect  of  stagnant 
air,  loaded  with  carbonic  acid  and  organic  im- 
purities, upon  the  human  lung.  Again,  how  well 
it  would  be  if  persons  arranged  their  lives  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  turn  day  into  night  and  night 
into  day.  Running  through  the  whole  book  is 
the  idea  of  the  return  to  nature  and  the  simple 
application  of  her  law>.  and  such  an  idea  is  emi- 
nently healthy.  It  is  rather  singular  to  note  how 
the  newer  knowledge  respecting  nitrification  and 
the  function  of  putrefactive  organisms  in  the 
soil  lends  support  to  many  of  Dr.  Poore's  ideas. 


The  Cleveland  Medical  Library  Association  Re- 
ception and  Smoker. 

The  Cleveland  Medical  Gazette  has  the  follow- 
ing take-off  on  the  up-to-date  society  which  is 
so  true  to  life  that  we  are  tempted  to  fill  in  the 
names : 

On  Saturday  evening,  February  3,  the  Cleve- 
land Medical  Library  Association  gave  an  in- 
formal reception  and  smoker  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  Cleveland  at  the  Library  Building,  586 
Prospect  Street.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the 
arrangements  was  composed  of  Dr.  A.  Baker,  Dr. 
H.  H.  Baxter,  and  Dr.  William  Lincoln.  The 
opinion  of  all  is  that  the  committee  did  their  work 
well. 

After  a  number  of  the  physicians  had  arrived 
and  spent  some  time  in  chat  and  smoking,  Dr. 
A.   R.   Baker  called  the  meeting  to  order.  .  .  - 

Dr.  Frank  E.  Bunts  followed  with  a  short  ad- 
dress and  read  the  following  paper,  which  deals 
in  a  pleasing,  satirical  manner  with  the  present 
method  of  discussion  in  some  medical  societies : 

AN    UP-TO-DATE    REPORT    OF    PROCEEDINGS    OF    AN 
UP-TO-DATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

First  Surgeon  :  I  have  to  bring  before  the  mem- 
bers of  this  society  a  report  of  an  extremely  inter- 
esting case  of  rupture  of  the  liver.  The  patient 
was  accidentally  kicked  over  the  fence  by  a  mule 
and  fell  with  his  right  side  striking  on  a  nigger 
head.  No  symptoms  developed  for  twenty-four 
hours,  when  the  family  becoming  alarmed  at  the 
absence  of  symptoms,  I  was  called  in  to  see  the 
case  and  at  once  diagnosed  a  rupture  of  the  liver. 
The  signs  were  somewhat  obscure  but  an  opera- 
tion made  some  thirty-six  hours  subsequent 
proved  the  correctness  of  my  observations.     The 
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liver  and  portal  vein  were  carefully  sutured,  the 
abdominal  wound  closed  by  four  rows  of  sutures 
— catgut,  silk,  silk-worm  gut,  and  silver  wire, 
respectively — and  the  patient  made  an  unevent- 
ful recovery,  the  stitches  being  removed  on  the 
seventh  day,  and  the  patient  returned  to  his  oc- 
cupation as  mule  driver  two  days  later,  or  nine 
davs  from  date  of  operation.  In  conclusion  I 
would  say  that  the  chief  points  of  interest  in  this 
case  are  the  accuracy  of  the  diagnosis,  as  well 
as  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  the  mosl  excellent 
results  following  a  most  hazardous  and  desper- 
ate operation. 

Chairman:  The  most  interesting  paper  of  Sur- 
geon   is  now  open  for  discussion. 

Oculist:  I  am  sure  we  are  very  much  indebted 
to  Surgeon for  his  most  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  surgical  knowledge,  and  the  case  reminds 
me  of  a  rupture  of  an  eyeball  in  a  well-known  man 
about  town,  following  an  attempt  to  watch  all  the 
ballet  girls  at  once.  In  this  case  I  made  a  careful 
examination  with  the  ophthalmoscope,  finding 
marked  evidence  of  blepharospasm  posterior 
synechia?  and  choked  disc  and  external  strabis- 
mus. The  treatment  consisted  of  a  prompt  re- 
moval of  the  eye.  The  cure  was  prompt  and  un- 
eventful, and  up  to  this  date  he  has  not  attempted 
again  to  attend  a  ballet  performance.  In  conclu- 
sion, I  again  wish  to  congratulate  the  author  and 
the  society  upon  his  paper. 

Gynecologist :  The  subject  under  discussion  is 
somewhat  out  of  my  line  of  work,  but  is  a  very 
brilliant  result  and  reminds  me  of  a  case  of  en- 
dometritis fungoidis  complicating  a  Bartholinian 
cyst  in  a  patient  96  years  of  age.  In  this  case 
I  removed  the  uterus  and  appendages  per  vagina 
after  excision  of  the  cyst.  She  made  an  unevent- 
ful recovery,  and  has  since  married  and  feels  as 
young  as  she  did  seventy  years  ago.  1  thank  the 
doctor  for  the  opportunity  which  his  paper  has 
given  me  to  present  this  case. 

Rhinologist :  I  cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to 
pass  without  referring  to  a  case  which  this  valu- 
able report  of  a  rupture  of  the  liver  has  brought 
to  mind.  Some  years  ago  Mary  G.  snuffed  a 
bean  up  her  nose.  A  careful  inquiry  at  the 
time  failed  to  reveal  the  bean,  but  yesterday,  or 
two  years  from  the  date  of  first  observation,  there 
appeared  an  unmistakable  bean  sprout  extending 
at  the  anterior  nares.  I  at  once  diagnosed  a 
sprouting  bean  and  removed  it,  under  cocaine. 
No  untoward  effect  was  produced,  the  patient 
making  an  uneventful  recovery.  The  interesting 
feature  in  the  case  was  that  the  patient  came  from 
Boston  and  had  probably  been  addicted  to  the 
bean  habit  for  many  years.  I  congratulate  the 
doctor  upon  his  very  able  paper. 

Neurologist :  Rupture  of  the  liver  must  call  to 
mind  of  all  of  us  that  from  such  sudden  jars  we 
may  obtain  ruptures  of  the  cerebral  sinuses,  or 
hemorrhage  into  the  spinal  canal.  In  a  similar 
case  to  that  related  by  the  doctor,  motor  paralysis 
was  present  from  the  moment  of  receipt  of  shock, 
incident  to  receipt  of  check  for  an  outlawed  bill. 


I  made  the  diagnosis  without   any   difficulty  and 
offered  to  relieve  the  patient  of  the  exciting  cause. 

This  he  refused,  and  his  paralysis  was  recovered 
from  in  time  to  take  in   the  races  the  next  day 
Again  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  doctor  upon  his 
very  elaborate  and  painstaking  paper. 

Second  Surgeon :   I  can  hut  <  everything 

that  the  author  has  said  and  I  appreciate  fully  the 
value  of  the  paper.  I  wish  to  take  exceptions. 
however,  to  the  means  of  diagnosis  and  to  say  that 
from  the  symptoms  related  there  could  not  pos 
sihly  have  been  a  rupture  of  the  liver — nor  could 
he  in  my  estimation,  have  sewn  up  portcan  vein 
without  seriously  interfering  with  the  functions 
of  the  liver  and  bringing  on  an  attack  of  the  piles. 
In  all  the  ca.-es  of  this  kind  in  which  I  have  oper- 
ated I  have  made  it  a  point  at  the  same  time  to 
dissect  out  very  carefully  the  pile-bearing  area. 
In  conclusion.  Air.  Chairman.  I  would  say  that  i 
hope  no  one  will  think  from  my  remarks  that  I 
differ  in  any  essential  from  the  practice  of  my 
distinguished  confrere. 

Orthopedist:  During  my  connection  with  the 
Hospital  for  Cripples  1  noticed  very  often,  and 
have  records  of  150  cases  which  show  the  differ 
ence  in  appreciation  of  pain  in  different  children. 
hi  si  me  of  the  cases  of  skyphosis  a  plaster  band- 
age was  alone  tolerated,  notwithstanding  the  lor 
maticious  decubital  sores,  extending  down  to  and 
into  the  spine — while  in  others  so  much  complaint 
was  made  bv  the  patient  that  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  the  plaster  and  to  apply  it  according  to  an 
original  method  devised  by  me.  The  resemblance 
bet  ween  these  cases  and  that  related  in  the  paper 
this  evening  is  very  marked,  and  I  appreciate  the 
value  of  this  addition  to  medical  knowledge  as 
confirmatory  of  my  own  experience  at  the  1 
pital  for  Cripples. 

Chairman  :  As  there  is  no  further  discussion 
upon  this  paper,  I  would  say  that  we  are  all  ver\ 
much  pleased  with  the  elaborate  and  carefully 
prepared  discussion  which  it  has  called  forth— 
and  I  will  ask  Surgeon  to  close  the  discus- 


sion. 

Surgeon 


-:  The  field  has  been  so  fully  cov- 
ered that  I  feel  it  impossible  for  me  to  add  any- 
thing to  that  which  has  been  already  said.— 
Charlotte  (N.  C.)  Med.  Jour. 


— Tenderly  she  laid  the  silent,  white  form  be- 
side those  that  had  gone  before.  She  made  no 
outcry,  she  did  not  weep.  Such  a  moment  was 
too  precious  to  be  spent  in  idle  tears.  But  soon 
there  came  a  time  when  it  seemed  as  if  nature 
must  give  way.  She  lifted  her  voice,  and  cried 
long  and  loud.  I  Icr  cry  was  taken  up  by  others 
who  were  near,  and  it  echoed  and  echoed  over 
the  grounds.  Then  suddenly  all  was  still.  What 
was  the  use  of  it  all  ?  She  would  lay  another  egg 
to-morrow. —  Boston   1 1 1  raid. 

— The  argentum  nit.  patient  wakes  up  too  early 
while  the  natrum  mur,   patienl  wakes  up  too  late. 
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OP1CS    oftheMOUR 


Tennessee  Doctors. 

"...  It's  a  solid  fact  that  just  half  of  the 
forty  graduated  recently  from  a  medical  college 
not  a  thousand  miles  away,  located  in  the  city 
where  they  found  their  alma  mater.  Meantime, 
the  mining  town,  the  small  village,  the  corner 
cross-roads,  which  may  be  the  central  point  for 
miles  of  country  and  hundreds  of  people — tell  us 
what  are  these  to  do  for  the  physician  whose 
presence  is  sometimes  so  needful.  There  are 
thousands  of  such  places,  particularly  in  the  south 
where  it  would  be  a  social  impossibility,  for  the 
college-bred  man  to  live.  .  .  .  Why  would  it 
not  be  perfectly  feasible  for  colleges  in — say  Ten- 
nessee— to  graduate  men  whose  life  and  training 
fits  them  for  work  among  the  poor  mountaineers, 
and  who  would  be  content  to  spend  their  days 
ministering  to  these  people?  These  men  should, 
of  course,  be  restricted  in  their  field  of  work  to 
the  State  in  which  they  graduate." — Editor  Hor- 
ner in  Clev.  Med.  and  Surg.  Rep. 

Now  isn't  that  a  ripe  trick,  to  quote  the  expres- 
sive vernacular  of  the  high  school  graduate? 

To  be  sure  there  are  many  mining  towns,  small 
villages,  and  cross-roads  places,  even  in  grand 
old  un-Johnsonized  Ohio,  where  there  are  no 
homeopathic  doctors.  But  the  reason  is  not  all 
as  this  editor  implies,  to  wit,  that  the  recent  out- 
put of  the  colleges  prefer  to  cluster  about  and 
clamber  into  the  sky-scraping  buildings  in  our 
centers  of  civilization,  with  whizz-carts  and 
Rhumkorfr  coils  ready  to  raise  the — eight-inch 
sparks,  and  to  cure  cancer  with  the  violet  ray ;  it 
is  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  because  most  of  these 
graduates,  thanks  to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of 
Paine  etal,  and  the  State  Examination  Boards  and 
their  sequences,  are  college-bred,  university-bred; 
men  and  women  who  have  been  school  children 
all  their  lives  long,  who  have  been  reared  in  fair 
comfort  and  clad  with  good  clothes,  and  who 
have,  at  length,  chosen  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine because  it  is  a  trifle  more  remunerative  than 
theology,  and  not  so  debasing  as  the  law ;  hence, 
not  knowing,  they  care  nothing  for  the  sick  and 
the  poor,  the  lame  and  the  lazy,  in  those  lonely 
communities  in  the  country  where  the  embattled 
farmers  stand  in  dire  need  asking  for  good  doc- 
tors. And  further,  still,  it  is  because  these  twelve- 
year-college-bred  under  graduates,  these  imprac- 
tical children,  are  all  waffled-ironed  by  Specialists 
in  Rattles-and-Gingerbread,  i.  c,  into  expert 
operators  on  machines  of  various  descriptions,  or 
have  become  dangerously  handy  with  knife  or 
sound.  Just  ordinary,  every-day  medicine,  to  say 
nothing  of  that  hundred  year  old  and  now 
thoroughly    improved   and    exploded    notion    of 


homeopathy  does  not  appeal  to  them.  Xo,  truly, 
these  young  men  and  young  women  will  hang  on 
to  the'  little  six-by-twelve  office  room  in  a  sky- 
scraper, and  hang  out  for  a  possible  operation, 
starving  and  travailing  rather  than  adopt  Hor- 
ner's idea  and  go  to — say  Tennessee,  where  they 
need  doctors  of  an  inferior  class. 

Does  he  think,  this  eminent  suggester  of  this 
second  and  inferior  class  doctors,  that  a  born 
American  even  in — say  Tennessee,  will  accept  a 
second  rate  medical  education  knowingly,  or  if  he 
does  so  by  reason  of  present  financial  poverty, 
that  he  will  always  continue  a  second  or  in- 
ferior rate  of  doctor,  fit  only  for  mining  town, 
cross-roads,  or  slab-town? 

Is  not  life  as  sweet  and  precious  in — say  Ten- 
nessee as  it  is  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Missouri,  or 
Tillman?  Does  a  man  living  in  a  mining  town, 
or  cross-roads,  or  in  a  slab-town  value  the  life  of 
himself  or  his  wife  or  his  little  ones  any  less  than 
does  that  "  better  "  class  of  people  who  eke  out  a 
strenuous  existence  in  the  mildewing  shadows  of 
the  sky-scrapers  of  Chicago  or  New  York  ? 

Suppose  it  becomes  necessary  (as  it  sometimes 
does  even  with  the  best  of  sky-scraper  doctors,  to 
acknowledge  defeat  notwithstanding  their  most 
expert  technique)  to  send  a  patient  to — say 
Tennessee,  to  the  Cumberland  Mountains  of 
Charles  Egbert  Craddock — and  surely  there  are 
few  spots  on  God's  green  footstool  more  charm- 
ing, more  beautiful,  and  health-restoring  than 
those  same  mountains  and  their  sun-kissed  val- 
leys— and  while  so  domiciled,  the  need  comes  in 
the  still  watches  of  the  night  for  a  physician — 
what  then? 

What  is  to  keep  these  inferiorly  educated  doc- 
tors in  a  second-class,  slab-town  community,  when 
once,  being  a  slab-town  doctor,  and  miles  and 
miles  away  from  a  lemon  or  a  telephone,  he  is 
thrown  upon  himself  and  himself  only  for  help, 
and  begins  to  think  and  evolve  techniques  and 
presently  makes  important  discoveries,  as  has 
been  the  fashion  from  time  immemorial  of  this 
country  and  cross-road  breed  of  doctors? 

And  how  will  Editor  Horner  provide  against 
the  locating  of  the  slab-town  tribe  of  doctors  in 
the  down-town  districts  of  our  over-crowded  cen- 
ters of  50,000  or  over?  How  will  he  guarantee  to 
the  populace  of  these  populous  communities  that 
the  man  with  the  brassiest  of  brass  signs  tacked 
against  his  door  lintel,  or  who  uses  the  largest 
and  noisiest  and  maroonest  devil-wagon  is  not  in 
all  truth  and  soberness  a  slab-town  doctor,  not- 
withstanding that  he  bears  the  college  hallmark  of 
a  first-class  product? 

Will  the  State  Board  of — say  Tennessee,  ac- 
cept a  slab-town  doctor  as  a  doctor  fit  to  treat 
the  people  of  slab-town  and  the  country  adjacent? 
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Would  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy, 
badly  as  it  wants  members  to  fill  up  the  waste 
places  in  its  specialist  sections,  accept  these  slab- 
town  doctors  in  full  membership,  with  the  dan- 
gerous possibility  of  some  day  being  president  of 
a  section,  if  not,  indeed,  of  the  whole  of  what  re- 
mains of  the  once  large  ami  enthusiastic  Institute? 

And  think,  finally,  of  the  trouble  this  Hornerian 
suggestion  is  like  to  make  for  dear,  good  Father 
Paine  with  his  hard  pencil  and  carbon  copybook. 
This  good  enthusiast  who  has  now  perfected  his 
State  Examination  plans  to  such  a  degree  that  in 
at  least  one  State  of  our  free  and  independent 
union,  no  Uitlander  may  attempt  to  practice  medi- 
cine, no  matter  how  well  equipped  by  nature  and 
experience,  or  college  hallmarked  as  he  may  be 
who  has  not  in  his  earlier  goslinhood  spent  a  num- 
ber of  idle  years  in  a  college  or  university  and 
acquired  a  handful  of  degrees;  think  of  it — that 
here  comes  this  editor-professor  with  his  sugges- 
tion of  a  big  step-down  from  all  this  perfection 
of  spelling  and  knowledge  of  cube  root  and  physi- 
cal geography  and  Latin  didoes,  and  academic 
titles  to  an  inferior  class  of  doctors  for — say  Ten- 
nessee— involving  questions  and  problems  which 
a  whole  bench  of  Archie  Road  philosophers,  or 
American  Institute  politicians  from  Gatchell  to 
Peck  could  not  solve  or  even  properly  adjust  in 
a  century  of  Sundays. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  refining  and  uplifting 
processes  of  our  State  Boards  have  spoiled  our 
coming  graduates  for  any  position  in  the  profes- 
'ional  line  less  ornate,  less  promiseful,  less  up- 
lifting than  an  office  in  a  sky-scraper  building  and 
a  practice  among  the  Four  Hundred.  In  so  far, 
Fditor  Horner  has  discovered  a  notable  though 
lamentable  truth.  But  his  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion is  open  to  grave  doubt. 


Some  More  Declinations. 

Several  other  homeopathic  societies  have  de- 
clined the  offer  of  good  fellowship  with  its  accom- 
panying loaves  and  lentils  tendered  them  by  the 
nearest  old  school  society.  And  in  each  case  the 
declination  was  accompanied  by,  or  couched  in 
perfervid  resolutions  to  the  effect  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  declining  society,  each  and  every 
thereof,  firmly  believed  in  the  tenets  of  homeo- 
pathy and  practiced  it  sincerely  and  honestly;  and 
that  they  would  never,  no  never,  join  the  old 
school,  certainly  not  until  the  cows  came  home. 
And  yet  there  is  a  vastly  greater  probability  of  the 
new  school  adopting  and  openly,  at  that,  the  tac- 
tics and  practice  of  the  old  school,  than  that  the 
old  school  should  openly  acknowledge  the  in- 
variable value  of  similia  similibus  curantur. 
!  pecially  since  these  and  yet  other  to-decline 
parties  may  not  themselves,  in  the  privacy  of  their 
I  arish  practices,  believe  any  more  in  the  divine 
principles  of  Hahnemann's  dictum  than  the  other 
school.     Methinks  he  doth  protest  too  much! 


Look  well  to  the  homeopathic  college,  brother 
Doctor,  to  which  you  purpose  sending  your  next 
student  and  note  whether  its  most  recent  gradu- 
ates are  famed  as  homeopaths,  or  whether  they 
are  simply  good,  all-around  physicians,  great  in 
diagnosis,  bugteriology,  and  serum-therapy  and 
using  anything  coming  along  the  pike  to  give  the 
patient  ease  and  a  possible  recovery,  You  can 
never  again  make  a  homeopath  of  one  of  these 
latter.  It  is  so  much  easier  to  shoot  the  shot  satanic 
of  morphine,  or  to  give  a  combination  tab.  "  good 
for  rheumatism,"  (though  it  contains  remedies 
known  of  all  homeopaths  to  antidote  each  other) 
than  it  is  to  be  honest  and  haul  down  the  materia 
medica  and  repertory  and  work  out  each  case. 
Make  sure,  too,  that  the  Professor  of  Mechanical 
Dexterity  in  that  homeopathic  college  does  not 
recommend  Fenner's  specific  for  epilepsy,  and 
does  not,  also,  inform  his  classes  that  he  has  used 
thousands  of  bottles  of  Hamlin's  Wizard  Oil  in 
his  practice. 

The  old  school  may  mean  well  in  i t s  efforts  t" 
amalgamate  our  school  with  theirs.  In  CUw 
land,  as  an  instance,  the  Regulars,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  arc  gentlemen  and  worthy  associates. 
In  many  parts  of  our  country  they  have  had 
abundant  reasons  for  believing  that  homeopathy 
is  ripe  for  coming  into  the  regular  practice  since 
so  many,  many  of  the  homeopathic  (  ?)  prac- 
titioners now  use  old  school  medicines  and  pro- 
c< dures  by  first  intention,  and  homeopathy  chiefly 
in  their  published  cases  or  in  their  resolutions  of 
declination.  Let  any  honest,  dispassionate  stud- 
ent of  contemporary  medicine  carefully  consider 
the  doings  of  the  homeopathic  colleges  and  gen- 
eral homeopathic  profession  for  the  past  ten  years, 
and  then  cap  it  with  that  specialist  revolt  in  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  at  Cleveland, 
and  what  would  his  verdict  be?  Truly  homeo- 
pathy  has  much  to  undo  in  its  most  recent  past 
ere  it  can  ever  again  stand  clean  of  hand  and  rai- 
ment before  the  medical  world;  to  be  no  longer 
a  target  for  propositions  of  common  amity,  for- 
giveness, and  amalgamation. 


Ann  Arbor's  Successful  Work. 

When  it  comes  to  downright  and  upright  en- 
thusiasm of  the  right  sort,  namely,  for  homeo- 
pathy and  its  institutions,  commend  us  to  Hins- 
dale and  his  Merry  Men  up  at  Ann  Arbor.  For 
several  years  Hinsdale,  ably  abetted  and  succored 
by  his  faculty,  has  carried  on  an  annual  Prac- 
titioners' Course,  running  along  for  several  weeks 
filled  with  the  practical  things  that  go  to  making 
good  homeopaths  of  poor  graduates,  and  b( 
ones  of  those  who  have  been  plodding  along  ti.e 
way  in  half-hearted  endeavors,  lacking  only  a 
push  to  land   them  completely  outside  our   lines. 

This  annual  course  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
former  post-graduate  efforts  of  several  of  our 
homeopathic      colleges,      but      which,      in      time, 
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dwindled  into  a  sort  of  mutual  admiration  society, 
an  addled  adoration  of  the  surgical  prowess  of 
Our  Surgeon,  or  Our  Gynecologist, — and  in  fur- 
ther time  the  practitioners,  who  had  come  up  out 
of  the  fastnesses  and  sand  and  mud  of  a  country 
practice  to  get  new  ideas  in  homeopathy,  finding 
nothing  but  operations,  or  tall  talks  about  impos- 
sible remedies,  or  incredible  potencies,  failed  to 
appear;  then  the  post-graduate  course  ceased  to 
be  a  fact.  It  died  because  of  the  execrable  ar- 
rangement by  some  carpet-knight  professors,  and 
the  dastardly  betrayal  of  homeopathy  by  others. 

Dean  Hinsdale,  however,  seeing  the  fault, 
avoided  it,  struck  out  a  newer  line,  or  almost 
wholly  new,  and  grafted  it  upon. the  Ann  Arbor 
regular  course ;  so  that  the  practitioner  who  took 
of  his  time  and  shekels  to  attend  these  weeks  of 
practical  work,  in  actuality  got  that  for  which  he 
was  an  hungered  and  athirst.  There  was  no 
sham,  no  make-believe  about  it.  The  work  was 
laid  out  day  for  day  by  a  master  hand:  it  was 
practical ;  it  was  thorough ;  and  it  was 
homeopathic.  At  each  of  these  reunions  he 
has  invited  talent  of  the  best  class  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  to  assist 
in  the  course;  thus  bringing  together  eminent 
men  and  their  eminent  ways  and  forceful  talks  on 
living,  bread-and-butter  topics,  before  these  hun- 
dred men  and  women. 

This  year  that  prince  of  good  fellows,  editor, 
professor,  and  writer,  H.  V.  Halbert,  of  Chicago, 
was  the  chief  guest  of  these  Master  Homeopaths 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  well  did  he  acquit  him  during- 
the  Practitioners'  Course.  Dewey,  the  man  of 
the  Century,  and  of  many  popular  homeopathic 
books,  and  as  well  a  fine  lecturer,  practitioner,  and 
clinician  took  up  his  share  of  the  work  and  inter- 
ested and  instructed  his  audiences.  Copeland  was 
there,  the  later  Absalom,  young  and  pushing,  un- 
limbered  for  the  moment  of  his  Mayoralty  duties  ; 
and  Dean  Smith,  who  looks  like  anything  rather 
than  a  Dean,  was  on  hand  and  lent  a  willing  hand  ; 
and  so  were  others  of  the  faculty  and  neighboring 
physicians,  visitors  and  active  participants  in  the 
work.  And  when  the  work  was  done,  there  was 
a  round-up  of  good  fellowship  in  a  banquet  at 
which  Dean  Hinsdale  presided  with  his  dry 
humor  and  ever-readiness  of  repartee  and  witti- 
cism, while  the  others  assisted  in  holding  up  the 
merriment  and  jollity  to  the  end  of  the  feast  of 
homeopathy  and  the  flow  of  fun.  Ohio  was  there, 
headed  by  Uncle  Mark  Hanna  nee  Biggar,  who 
told  a  number  of  his  charming  stories  in 
his  inimitable  way  and  brought  the  laugh  on 
Hinsdale;  Parmalee  was  there,  brusque  and 
fire-eating,  but  jolly  just  the  same;  and 
Humphrey,  and  Maxwell,  and  McVay,  and 
Reddish ;  and  last  but  not  least  there  also  came 
that  bright-eyed,  wide-awake,  quick-witted,  clean 
Buckeye  politician,  Beebe.  And  when  these  all 
began  to  sing  like  the  four-and-twenty  blackbirds 
— say,  there  was  music  for  fair!  In  the  Course 
and   in  the   banquet  there   were   representatives 


from  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  (  )hio,  Michigan, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

We  have  always  had  a  good  and  hearty  word 
to  say  for  Ann  Arbor  since  its  rehabilitation  under 
Hinsdale,  Dewey,  and  Copeland — three  homeo- 
pathic workers  of  the  first  order  of  excellence. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know,  as  we  do  know,  that  these 
men  are  building  up  a  fine  homeopathic  school, 
one  where  it  is  absolutely  safe  to  send  your  young 
man  or  your  young  woman,  with  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  student  when  he  graduates  will 
be  a  good  homeopath.  The  hospital  which  has 
been  built  through  the  efforts  of  this  faculty,  and 
which  has  proven  to  be  a  necessity,  is  filled  at  all 
times ;  so  that  clinical  material  is  sufficient,  and 
the  old  cry— that  of  the  rabid  disruptionists  some 
years  ago — that  there  was  no  clinical  material  for 
the  students  in  Ann  Arbor,  and,  hence,  the  homeo- 
pathic department  should  be  transferred  to  De- 
troit— is  daily  becoming  less  and  less  often  heard. 


Another  Variant. 

The  last  variant  of  a  famous  name  is  Gitchell 
for  Gatchell.  Now  if  wc  were  living  in  Switzer- 
land, we  could  be  tempted  to  pray  that  Arndt's 
suspicion  that  Gatchell  was  going  to  be  married 
quite  soon,  might  become  a  concrete  fact;  for 
then  and  under  those  circumstances,  he  could 
change  his  name  and  become — well,  what?  Like 
the  age  of  Ann  it  would  be  a  deep,  dark  problem 
what  name  would  be  of  such  exceeding  simplicity 
that  an  ordinary  compositor  would  not  get  it 
cajummuxed  when  he  put  it  in  his  "  stick."  It 
was  Gitchell  who  sent  his  remarks  to  the  recent 
Ann  Arbor  Fest,  to  be  read  by  a  nephew  also  of  the 
same  unhistrionic  and  unknown  name  of  Gitchell. 
If  Gitchell  nee  Gatchell  had  been  there  at  that 
Fest — well,  say,  not  only  would  his  name  have 
gone  into  the  next  morning's  paper  correctly 
spelled,  but  there  would  also  have  been  a  good 
account  of  his  remarks  with  possibly  his  half-tone 
portrait  preceding  the  whole  affair.  It  is  bad 
"  business  "  to  put  anything  Gitchell  nee  Gatchell 
says  into  a  half  dozen  lines  in  the  corner  of  the 
paper  next  to  reading  matter.  He  always  says 
something  that  is  worth  reporting  and  reading. 
But  what  conspiracy  is  this  which  changes  his 
own  fair  name  for  something  else  in  Ann  Arbor 
where  he  ought  of  a  surety  to  be  well  known? 


The  Absent  Transactions. 

Where,  oh,  where,  are  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy?  We  need 
them  this  year  worse  than  the  typical  Texan 
needed  a  "  gun  "  upon  a  memorable  occasion. 
We  could  not  be  at  Boston,  to  our  great  sorrow, 
and  we  have  been  watching  the  express  company 
wagons  every  hour  of  the  day  since  September 
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for  this  long-looked-for  book,  in  order  to  see 
what  kind  of  prayers  were  prayed  in  the  Institute, 
when  Boston  was  never  more  beautiful  and  Imw 
the  several  and  respective  chairmen  pul  the  ques- 
tions and  other  general  parliamentary  fori 
We  want  to  know  what  was  done  by  the  spe< 
ists  with  a  view  to  bettering  the  fortunes  of  the 
old  Institute;  and  what  the  new  bureau  of  homeo- 
pathy accomplished  in  the  way  of  making  the 
practitioner's  work  less  burdensome,  his  influence 
greater  with  his  patrons,  and  less  of  a  matter  of 
ridicule  with  his  old-school  brethren.  Hut  lure 
it  is  now  the  last  week  in  November,  snow  on  the 
ground,  with  turkey  28  cents  a  pound,  and  still  no 
glimmer  of  a  whisper  of  the  coming  of  the  Trans- 
actions. What  has  happened  ? 
♦     ♦ 

Our  Diresome  Threat. 

If  the  Clinical  Reporter,  the  official  organ  of 
our  alma  mater,  doesn't  stop  writing  it's  edi- 
torials upon  the  line  we  have  been  chopping  along 
for  the  last  ten  years,  we  will  surely  cut  it  off  our 
exchange  list,  and  so  cut  off  its  ideas  factory.  So 
there! 

Just  see  what  that  new  hand  at  the  editorial 
bellows  is  saying  about  the  downfall  of  homeo- 
pathy in  our  alleged  homeopathic  colleges.  Why 
it's  scandalous,  that's  what  it  is;  and  if  he  isn't 
soon  sandbagged  and  dragged  to  the  rear,  and 
gives  place  to  some  namby-pamby,  baby-ribboned 
writer  of  hot  air  it  surely  will  hurt  homeopathy 
badly.  Again,  and  once  more,  there  now !  And  we 
wonder  whether  there  are  any  more  of  the  same 
kind  of  writers  in  our  dear  old  alma  mater;  and. 
further,  what  in  samhill  there  is  in  the  instruction 
given  at  the  old  Homeopathic  of  Missouri  that 
makes  its  graduates  such  consummate  fighters. 

At  last  we  feel  that  we  are  having  a  second  to 
our  frequent  writings  on  this  subject  of  our 
threatened  decadence  as  a  school.  The  other 
journals  are  still  too  busy  watching  the  box- 
receipts  to  creep  out  from  cover  and  take  the  mat- 
ter in  hand  without  gloves.  But  soon  they,  too, 
will  find  it  desirable  to  say  something;  else  they 
will  look  in  vain  to  their  box  office  for  receipts. 
A  little  talk,  now  and  then,  and  some  desultory 
correspondence  with  journal-readers  here  and 
there  over  the  country,  clearly  shows  that  they  are 
neither  blind  nor  hard  of  hearing:  that  possibly 
before  the  first  of  the  approaching  year  is  far  gone 
a  few  more  of  our  alleged  homeopathic  journals 
will  bite  the  bitter  dust  of  the  field  of  Marathon. 
You  can  fool  some  of  the  homeopathic  doctors 
all  the  time,  and  so  forth. 

That's  all  right,  brother  of  the  Clinical  Re- 
porter, give  'em  hail  Columbia, — these  misfit, 
alleged  homeopaths,  these  whited  sarcophaguses 
who  are  warming  the  bottoms  of  homeopathic 
chairs  in  our  colleges,  and  arc  nought  but 
modern,  scientific  homeopaths,  limited,  who  know 
nothing  of  The  Law  nor  of  Hahnemann  ;  and  then 


extend   vour   missionary   efforts   to   those  pitiful 
pretenses  of  journalism  in  the  homeopathic  cause 

which  utter  no  word  for  homeopathy,  who  dicker 
for  allopathic  ads.  and  who  seem  to  have  no 
ulterior  mission  except  to  COUllt  the  noses  of  the 
alleged  homeopathic  graduates  issuing  from  the 
college  portals  on  some  day  certain  in  each  March, 
to  prove  our  dominance.  Everybody  thus  faring 
forth  from  such  commercially  conducted  homeo- 
pathic college  is  by  all  the  gods  and  little  fishes  a 
homeopath,  for  his  diploma  so  declares.  Just  as 
all  men  i--suin<;-  from  the  green  baize-covered 
swinging  doors  of  a  Christian  church  are  Chris- 
tians, whether  or  not  they  put  sand  in  their  sugar, 
or  whisky  down  their  cesophaguses,  or  prot 
high-class  Ship  Yard  Trust-.  Certainly,  and 
truly,  of  course  ! 

An  errant  Uncle  Remus,  in  testifying  before 
his  bredren,  said  that  since  he  had  last  been  in 
their  midst,  he  had  been  sorely  tempted;  be  bad 
broken  everyone  of  the  commandments;  hut  he 
thanked  the  good  Lord  that  he  hadn't  lost  his 
hold  on  his  religion !  Some  of  our  modern 
homeopathic  graduates  may  break  everyom 
Hahnemann's  precepts,  may  violate  every  canon 
of  The  Law;  may  use  combination  tablets,  qui- 
ninc,  morphine,  and  dabble  in  gross  mercurv ; 
but  thank  the  good  Lord  they  haven't  lost  their 
hold  on  homeopathy !  They  are  still  counted 
among  the  homeopaths  at  banquets  or  in  statistics, 
or  when  the  American  Institute  calls  for  a  round- 
up to  prove  to  the  world  at  large  that  homeopathy 
is  constantly  on  the  increase  and  will  in  good  time 
overshadow  the  whole  of  God's  green  footstool. 


Some  Text-Book  Fetiches. 

A  writer  in  Medical  Council,  among  other 
juicy  things  says : 

In  books  of  all  sorts  on  obstetrics  and  in  jour- 
nals of  every  country,  we  find  stated  that  in  cases 
of  miscarriage,  when  the  supreme  moment 
comes,  the  index  finger  should  be  inserted  in  the 
uterus  and  the  placenta,  membrane  and  ovum 
may  be  removed.  This  is  offhanded  advice,  and 
is  given  so  that  one  would  naturally  think  that  it 
was  easy  to  do  it.  I've  met,  unfortunately,  hun- 
dreds of  cases  where  this  could  not  be  done,  and 
I  think  it  is  not  as  easy  a  little  trick  as  the  books 
and  journals  would  lead  us  to  believe. 

Another  of  our  cherished  text-book  fetiches 
knocked  in  the  head !  How  many  of  us  plodding 
general  practitioners  have  not  had  the  same  ex- 
perience as  this  brother?  It  is  like  unto  that 
other  text-book  figure-of-speech,  the  "  silver  dol- 
lar "  size  of  the  os  uteri ;  whereupon  puncture 
the  membranes  and  deliver!  And  still  another, 
is  the  alleged  case  with  which  a  presentation  can 
be  made  only  by  pushing  an  index  finger  through 
a  mushy  gelatinous  paste,  up  against  that  mass 
of  seething,  pulsating  life,  while  the  poor  patient 
is  screaming  and  "  carrying  on  to  beat  the  band." 
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All  you  have  to  do  is  to  slide  this  uneducated  fore- 
finger along  the  bregma  or  the  smegma  or  what- 
ever the  ridge-pole  on  top  of  the  skull  is  called, 
and  feel  for  the — what  do  you  call  'em  now — the 
one  is  a  square  hole  and  the  other  is  triangular — 
then  you  can  tell  instantly  which  presentation 
you  are  going  to  have.  It  is  so  easily  done — in  a 
lecture  from  the  college  platform.  We  heard 
of  one  charming  professor — yes,  she  was  a  wo- 
man who  would  continually  moisten  her  lips  and 
squeak  in  high  falsetto — who  "  demonstrated  " 
to  the  class  upon  a  living  subject,  this  wonder- 
fully easy  way  of  determining  the  presentation. 
With  this  slight  difference,  however,  that  instead 
of  a  face  presentation  as  prophesised,  it  proved 
to  be  a  breech.  It  is  wise  to  teach  and  write 
and  practice  medicine  "  with  brains,  Sir !  " 
♦     ♦• 

The  Whisky  and  Morphine  tidbits. 

It  is  pleasant  to  read  a  defense  in  one  of  our 
exchanges  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  use 
of  opium  and  whisky  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  medi- 
cal profession  is  not  guilty  of  making  drunkards 
and  morphine  fiends  of  its  patients.  We  have 
been  in  pretty  active  practice  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  we  have  never  found  one  patient  who 
laid  his  morphine  or  whisky  habit  to  his  doctor. 
Nor  have  we  heard  of  anyone  so  saying.  We 
speak  now  of  all  kinds  of  doctors.  These  stories 
perhaps  got  their  first-wind  from  the  Sunday- 
school  style  of  lectures  on  the  evils  of  putting 
a  few  drops  of  brandy  or  whisky  in  a  pudding 
or  a  pie  ;  they  are  on  a  par  with  the  lucubrations  of 
that  other  crank  who  finds  a  cigar  to  be  the  dead- 
sure  road  to  irremedial  heart  disease.  These 
calamity-workers  have  conveniently  forgotten 
that  the  former  great  anti-tobacco  disciple  and 
lecturer,  Trask,  died  of  heart  disease  while  he 
was  lecturing  on  his  favorite  specialty.  This 
class  of  apostles  who  are  so  cock-sure  of  the  evils 
done  by  physicians  in  recommending  whisky  to 
a  weak  patient,  or  who,  under  stress  of  unavoid- 
able circumstances  give  a  hypodermatic  injec- 
tion ;  who  paint  lurid  drunkards'  lives,  dismantled 
homes,  crying  children,  and  a  padded  cell  for  the 
morphina-maniac ;  these  gentry  are  very  prone  to 
forget  the  evils  of  a  half  dozen  cups  of  coffee 
taken  twice  a  day,  or  of  tea,  or  of  white  bread,  or 
of  saleratus  biscuits,  or  of  drug-store  boughten 
headache  powders.  They  are,  further,  most 
likely  guzzlers  of  patent  medicines  and  indis- 
posed to  physical  exercise  and  so  break  down  and 
"  see  things."  It  takes  a  strong  man  or  woman 
to  make  a  good  first-class  drunkard.  A  man 
with  a  chalk  face,  who  turns  up  the  collar  of  his 
coat  on  a  June  night  for  fear  of  taking  cold,  may 
deliver  a  wonderfully  ornate  oration  in  a  pulpit 
or  on  the  lecture  platform,  we  doubt  if  he  could 
write  it ;  but  he  lacks  the  good,  warm,  red,  life- 
blood  that  "  does  "  things ;  and  he  couldn't  be  a 
drunkard  no  matter  how  many  evil-minded 
physicians  should  prescribe  a  gallon  of  whisky  a 


day  for  him.  There  is  reason  in  all  things  ex- 
cept in  the  hot-house  statements  made  from  a 
two-by  four  pulpit,  or  from  a  lecture  platform  be- 
fore an  assembly  of  thin-lipped,  begoggled,  lean 
and  lank  humanity.  This  is  that  kind  of  people 
who  subsist  on  breakfast  foods,  or  no  breakfast 
at  all ;  which  uses  no  salt  or  pepper  for  fear  of 
heating  up  the  blood — forsooth  ! — which  takes  a 
four-gallon  tepid-water  bath  via  rectum  every 
third  day,  called  the  Hall  treatment ;  which  eats 
grass  sandwiches  at  five  o'clock  teas,  angel  cake 
and  ices  after  supper  time ;  wears  rubber  shoes ; 
believes  in  Christian  Science,  and  "  monkeys " 
with  the  "  monthlies  "  if  they  happen  to  be  a 
week  or  such  a  matter  delayed,  and  for  cause. 
Rut  they  declare  themselves  unalterably  opposed 
to  whisky — rum  it  is  usually  called  in  the  lectures. 
Still  where  is  the  physician  practicing  in  our  a- 
little-better-than-middle  class  of  population,  who 
doesn't  find  whisky  used  by  the  mothers  in  Israel 
when  she  or  her  budding  daughters  have  a  little 
painful  menstrual  function?  We  are  not  a 
whisky  drinker ;  we  have  no  use  for  it ;  have  never 
prescribed  it ;  but  that  does  not  make  us  blind  to 
the  fact  that  even  whisky  may  have  its  place  in 
the  useful  economies ;  and  that  a  hypodermic  of 
morphine  may  be  the  true  similimum  in  many  a 
case  which  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  honest  sym- 
pathetic physician.  The  medical  profession  has 
enough  sins  to  expiate  of  its  own,  without  being 
hobbled  with  the  whisky  and  morphine  habits. 
As  a  class,  it  has  no  occasion  to  take  second  place 
to  either  Law  or  Theology,  when  it  comes  to  do- 
ing deeds  of  exalted  usefulness,  true  charity,  and 
all  the  innate  noble  acts  of  a  great  big,  broad 
heart.  Instead  of  holding  it  up  to  execra- 
ton  by  a  few  faddists,  let  them  the  rather  assist 
in  paying  the  medical  brother  his  well-earned 
wasres  of  corn,  wine,  and  oil. 


Newspaper  Medicine. 

Charles  Lamb  said  that  no  one  ever  took  up 
a  newspaper  without  expectation,  or  laid  it  down 
without  disappointment.  This  doubtless  holds 
good  as  a  general  rule ;  but  when  the  newspaper 
deals  with  medical  matters  a  medical  man  may 
confidently  expect  to  be  amused,  and  will  hardly 
ever  be  disappointed.  A  collection  of  extracts 
of  this  kind  might  be  specially  recommended  to 
practitioners  suffering  from  malaria,  as  it  would 
"  desoppilate  "  the  most  congested  spleen.  We 
have  only  a  few  at  hand,  but  with  very  little 
trouble  a  vast  number  might  be  gathered. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  late  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury's  fatal  illness  the  newspapers  made 
the  guarded  announcement  that  "  at  present  the 
symptoms  are  purely  physical."  The  opinion 
was  attributed  not  long  ago  to  a  distinguished 
physician  that  there  was  absolutely  no  hope  of  a 
patient's  recovery  as  "  meningitis  had  developed 
in  the  form  of  inflammation,  which  was  covering 
the  brain."     The  death  of  a  leading:  citizen  was, 
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said  by  a  leading  newspaper  to  have  been  due  to 
"  cardiac  disease  of  the  heart."  A  Chicago  paper 
gave  the  following  lucid  account  of  the  operation 
performed  on  President  Roosevelt  some  months 
ago:  "A  little  surgical  appliance  like  the  end  of 
a  syringe  drawn  to  a  fine  point  was  inserted  in 
the  swelling  which  stood  out  on  the  President's 
shin  midway  between  the  knee  and  ankle.  A 
miniature  pump  was  attached,  the  cavity  under 
the  peritoneum  was  emptied  '  by  aspiration,'  as 
the  doctors  say — which  is  another  term  for  pump- 
ing—and it  was  all  over."  The  enlightening 
comment  was  added  that  "  not  even  a  President 
can  have  edged  tools  inserted  in  his  tissues  be- 
yond the  wrappings  of  the  bones  itself,  which 
are  called  peritoneum,  without  feeling  it." 

Another  newspaper  made  the  interesting  state- 
ment that  A.  B.  "  is  having  his  heart  moved  to 
his  left  side  from  the  right  side,  where  it  had 
worked  its  way."  Another,  relating  to  the  de- 
mise of  a  physician,  informed  its  readers  that 
"  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  eramic  coma, 
the  same  being  brought  on  by  catarrhal  jaundice 
and  kidney  ami  bladder  trouble."  Cases  of 
"  gastric  ulceration  of  the  stomach  "  and  "  super- 
focation  "  are  recorded  by  other  prints. 

These  things,  however,  are  but  trifles  compared 
to  an  account  of  a  surgical  operation  which  ap- 
peared in  El  Hadira,  of  Tunis,  on  June  3d.  It 
was  there  gravely  stated  that  Dr.  X.,  Surgeon- 
in-Chief  of  the  Sadiki  Hospital,  had  under  his 
care  a  man  named  Mahmoud-ben-Belkassem,  be- 
longing to  the  Oulad-Ayar  tribe,  whose  head  had 
been  shattered  by  a  blow  with  a  heavy  club. 
The  man  was  at  the  point  of  death,  but  was  saved 
by  the  skill  of  the  surgeon,  who  "  took  the 
wounded  man's  brain'  out  of  its  membranes  and 
changed  its  coverings."  After  this  uncanny  feat, 
one  learns  without  surprise  that  he  gathered  to- 
gether the  fragments  of  the  skull,  and  pieced 
them  together  again  so  that  the  head  became  as 
it  was  before  the  injury.  The  narrative  con- 
cludes as  follows:  "And  with  the  help  of  God, 
and  the  skill  of  that  clever  surgeon,  the  unfortu- 
nate man  obtained  the  benefits  of  a  cure,  and  lost 
no  time  in  going  back  to  his  own  country.  May 
God  multiply  men  like  this  cunning  leech,  and 
work,  by  his  hand,  the  good  of  all."  To  which 
pious  wish  we  devoutly  say  Amen. 

In  connection  with  these  instances  of  newspaper 
medicine  we  may  cite  a  brilliant  example  of  law- 
yer's medicine,  which  Dr.  Eustace,  of  Dublin, 
was  obliging  enough  to  communicate  some  time 
ago.  The  late  Sir  William  Stokes  gave  evidence 
at  the  trial  for  the  murder  of  Constable  Talbot. 
The  defending  counsel  elicited  from  Stokes  an 
acknowledgment  that  in  attempting  to  remove 
the  bullet  he  had  cut  an  artery.  The  cross-exam- 
ination proceeded  as  follows: — Counsel:  Which 
artery,  Sir?  Stokes:  The  arteria  princeps  cer- 
vicis.  Counsel:  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  how  can 
you  convict  the  prisoner  when  this  surgeon  ac- 
knowledges that  he  cut  the  principal  artery  of 


the  neck?  Dr.  Eustace  adds  that  the  prisoner 
escaped  hanging,  and  the  Fenians  for  years  after 
drank  Stokes's  health. 


"  Violets  and  Cancer." 

[Under  this  attractive  title  Dr.  Robert  T. 
Cooper  of  London,  discusses  the  violet  question 
in  the  Homeopathic  World.  | 

In  view  of  the  disappearance  of  an  undoubtedly 
malignant  growth  in  the  larynx  (  ?)  in  the  case 
of  Lady  Margaret  Mar  sham,  it  may  be  interesting 

to  state  on  the  authority  of  a  relation  of  hers, 
who  professes  to  be  sure  of  the  fact,  that  after 
the  violet  leaves  were  applied  a  scalding  diarrhea 
set  in.  This  entirely  coincides  with  my  obser- 
vations that  cancerous  collections  "  give  out  " 
when  beneficially  acted  on,  and  the  cure  of  her 
ladyship,  even  in  spite  of  the  continued  appli- 
cation of  the  leaves,  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
collection  of  cancer  material  was  not  a  large  one, 
or  the  rapid  elimination  of  the  poisonous  juices 
of  the  cancer  would  have  exhausted  her,  and 
would  almost  certainly  have  caused  death.  In 
other  words,  the  only  safe  treatment  for  cancer  is 
the  exhibition  of  the  indicated  remedy  in  single 
dose  followed  by  an  interval  long  enough  to  al- 
low of  the  gradual  expulsion  of  the  poison. 

It  is  very  important  to  work  out  the  indica- 
tions for  Viola,  now  that  the  press  of  the  country 
has  been  aroused ;  some  of  these  I  have  already 
given  (vide  art.  in  Dr.  J.  H.  Clarke's  Dictionary 
of  Materia  Medica),  and  now  wish  to  point  to 
some  additional  ones. 

But  first  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  the  violet 
plant  seems  to  have  the  property  of  extracting 
metals  from  the  ground,  for,  according  to  De- 
candolle,  it,  as  well  as  the  grape  vine,  contains 
gold  ;  while  the  viola  calaminata  cannot  be  grown 
except  in  the  soil  impregnated  with  particles  of 
zinc. 

The  violet,  too,  we  must  remember,  is  bo- 
tanically  allied  to  ipecacuanha  and  to  cinchona; 
its  roots,  like  those  of  the  former,  are  emetic ; 
and  its  leaves  have  from  time  to  time  been  used 
as  an  emollient,  and  were  of  course  applied  only 
with  this  object  in  Lady  Marsham's  case. 

A  syrup  of  violets  has  been  used  for  ages  as  a 
gentle  aperient  for  children  especially,  while  a 
decoction  has  been  used  as  an  astringent  taken 
internally.  Thus  in  their  rough  way  the  ad- 
herents of  the  old  domestic  school  of  medicine 
recognized  the  twofold  action  of  this  rem 
its  power  to  stop  diarrhea  when  present  and  t<. 
produce  loose  action  of  the  bowels  in  ordinary 
conditions  of  health. 

Such  facts  as  these  are  too  trivial  for  considera- 
tion by  the  magnates  of  the  profession.  The 
physiologico-pathological  effects  of  a  contempt- 
ible little  garden  plant  cannot  be  said  to  form 
a  part  of  their  educational  curriculum,  if  we  may 
judge   from   the   amount   of   intelligence   vouch- 
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safed  to  the  public  in  accounting  for  the  indu- 
bitable disappearance  of  an  admittedly  malig- 
nant growth  under  the  influence  of  violet  leaves. 

This  cure  has  not  prevented  the  profession 
from  persisting  in  stating  that  cancerous  diseases 
are  incurable,  and  stigmatizing  as  quacks  any 
practitioners  that  dare  to  use  remedies  with  cura- 
tive intent.  Why  on  earth  should  a  violet  be  too 
contemptible  a  thing  for  a  scientific  man  to 
study  ?    And  why  should  cancer  be  incurable  ? 

Whether  the  violet  plant  contains  traces  of 
gold  as  Decandolle  declares  or  not.  the  fact  re- 
mains that  in  its  action  and  in  its  indications 
there  is  much  to  remind  us  of  aurum  metallicum. 

The  succeeding  observation  in  connection  with 
violet  action  was  taken  from  a  lady  of  48,  who 
consulted  me  in  April,  1901,  and  whose  case  ran 
thus :  Dark-haired  and  sallow,  father's  family 
healthy,  mother's  phthisical ;  two  attacks  of 
rheumatic  fever  as  a  girl ;  for  many  years  a  ter- 
rible dyspeptic ;  all  kinds  of  symptoms  continu- 
ally cropping  up ;  is  very  depressed  and  cannot 
bear  fatigue.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  had 
congestion  and  enlargement  of  the  liver,  and  the 
gall  bladder  burst  into  the  bowel,  and  has  ever 
since  had  soreness  over  the  site  of  the  lesion. 

Misplacement  of  the  stomach  was  diagnosed 
before  pregnancy  in  early  life,  and  has  been 
bilious  and  dyspeptic  ever  since.  Had  acute 
eczema  all  over  body,  worse  in  lower  abdomen 
after  the  first  hepatic  seizure,  and  now  is  in  best 
health  when  irritation  of  the  skin  is  present. 

Is  a  martyr  to  headaches,  which  used  to  be  only 
in  the  daytime,  but  now  last  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  has  to  be  continually  taking  medi- 
cine. A  good  deal  of  backache  but  no  uterine 
derangement  save  headaches  with,  and  irregu- 
larity of,  the  monthly  period ;  bowels  very  con- 
fined, urine  muddy,  mouth  dry,  tongue  coated, 
sleep  fairly  good. 

These  symptoms  got  better  under  treatment, 
notwithstanding  a  bad  attack  of  influenza,  but  did 
not  entirely  go  away,  and  on  the  14  July,  1902,  I 
have  this  note:  "Liver  has  been  much  upset, 
and  has  been  having  bad  headaches,  worse  in 
right  temple,  otherwise  her  old  dyspeptic  symp- 
toms are  much  better.  For  the  last  few  days  has 
been  having  toothache  day  and  night,  and  feels 
giddy,  head  tender  and  bruised  all  over,  es- 
pecially after  the  pain  ;  the  whole  of  the  right 
side,  even  the  breast,  is  tender,  and  on  pressing 
upon  the  hepatic  region  pain  comes  on  in  the 
head.  There  is  slight  bleeding  from  stool,  but 
bowels  are  regular.  For  these  symptoms  I  gave 
viola  odor,  <£A  ;  and  on  her  return,  six  months 
afterwards,  she  declared  she  had  been  up  to  two 
days  ago  absolutely  free  from  headaches,  the 
longest  interval  she  has  had  for  over  ten  years. 

The  interest  in  this  case  centers  in  the  strong 
effect  of  the  viola  upon  the  right  side  of  the  body, 
while  the  pressure  on  the  liver  giving  rise  to 
headache  brings  us  to  close  quarters  with  the 
rushes  of  blood  to  various  organs  that  character- 
ize aurum  metal. 


The  diffused  tenderness,  affecting  more  than 
one  organ,  seems  a  characteristic  of  all  great 
syphilitic  remedies,  which  aurum  is  known  to  be, 
and  brings  viola  into  unison,  as  a  remely,  with 
gold.  ♦     ♦ 

The  Spectacles  tidbit. 

A  contemporary  propounds  the  question,  Why 
Use  Spectacles?  As  if  the  wearing  of  these 
modern  accessories  were  merely  a  habit  or  a  de- 
mand of  fashion,  to  set  off  a  retrousee  nose.  It 
says :  "  With  most  persons  there  is  an  epoch  in 
life  when  the  eyes  become  slightly  flattened. 

"  It  arises  probably  from  a  diminished  activity 
of  the  secreting  vessels ;  the  consequence  is  that 
the  globe  is  not  kept  quite  as  completely  dis- 
tended with  fluids  as  in  youth  and  middle  age ; 
there  is  thus  an  elongated  axis  of  vision.  A  book 
is  held  further  off  to  be  read ;  finally  becoming 
more  flattened  bv  the  same  inactivity  within,  the 
difficulty  is  met  by  putting  on  convex  glasses ; 
this  is  the  waning  vision  of  man.  If,  however, 
when  that  advancing  imperfection  is  first  real- 
ized, the  individual  persists  in  the  attempt  to 
keep  the  book  in  the  old  focus  of  vision,  even  if 
he  reads  under  perplexing  disadvantages,  never 
relaxing,  but  perseveringly  proceeding  just  as  he 
did  when  his  eyes  were  in  the  meridian  of  their 
perfection,  the  slack  vessels  will  at  last  come  up 
to  his  assistance,  and  the  original  focal  distance 
will  be  re-established.  .  .  .  begin  with  the 
firm  resolution  never  to  use  glasses  of  any  kind 
for  reading  or  writing.  .  .  .  Cicero  never 
complained  of  imperfect  vision  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three ;  he  even  wrote  his  last  letter  by  torch- 
light on  the  eve  of  being  put  to  death  by  the  wait- 
ing soldiers.  Humboldt  died  at  ninety-two,  hav- 
ing never  embarrassed  himself  by  any  kind  of 
glasses.  John  Q.  Adams,  at  a  ripe  old  age  saw 
without  them.  .  .  .  and  just  to  see  the 
thousands  of  young  men  and  women  ruining  their 
eyes  because  it  is  fashionable  to  wear  them!  " 
♦     ♦ 

The  English  vs.  the  Parish  Practice  Way. 

The  following  paragraph  which  we  copy  from 
the  advertisement-pamphlet  card  of  an  English 
homeopathic  physician,  makes  us  feel  like  small 
potatoes  and  few  in  a  hill,  or  as  the  Englishers 
might  say — like  two-pence-half-penny  against 
one  of  the  guineas  named. 

Dr.  Blank's  usual  fees  are  as  follows : — tor 
the  first  consultation  of  a  new  patient,  either  per- 
sonally or  by  letter,  two  guineas ;  for  each  sub- 
sequent consultation,  one  guinea.  For  each  visit 
within  a  reasonable  area,  two  guineas  for  the 
first  visit  to  a  new  patient ;  afterward  one  to  two 
guineas  according  to  distance.  For  visits  to  the 
country,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  guinea  per  mile. 
For  each  additional  patient  prescribed  for  at  any 
consultation  or  visit,  an  additional  consultation 
fee. 

Fawncy  charging  an  American  patron  two 
guineas,  which  is  a  little  more  than  ten  dollars. 
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for  an  office  call !  A  specialist  in  eyes,  or  ears,  or 
lungs,  or  other  organs,  or  a  "  pelvic  "  specialist 
is  sometimes  able  to  add  an  extra  five  dollars  to 
his  ordinary  office  fee;  DU1  where  is  the  general 
practitioner  who  would  dare  do  such  thing  and 
continue  in  practice?  We  know  of  one  profes- 
sional brother  in  London  who  gets  his  five  dol- 
lars for  each  visit  he  makes,  and  this  we  consider 
a  high  price,  though  the  gentleman  is  a  fine  gen- 
eral practitioner.  Perhaps  if  our  State  Boards  of 
Medical  Decimation  and  Exclusion  continue  to 
add  new  burdens  a  few  years  longer,  we,  too,  as 
a  class  being  in  possession  of  the  field  of  the  Cloth 
of  Gold  may  be  able  to  put  up  our  prices  because 
of  the  corning  scarcity  of  physicians,  as  they  are 
now  in  England.  But  at  this  time  with  highly 
honorable  gasoline-tanked  contract  doctors,  with 
lodge  and  corporation  doctors,  with  small-fry 
specialist  doctors,  with  innumerable  college-pro- 
fessor doctors,  and  with  the  colleges  still  empty- 
ing out  each  ides  nf  March  large  classes  of 
voting  men  and  women  who  must  make  a  living, 
willy,  nilly,  it  will  be  so  many  years  before  the 
average  practitioner  can  charge  five  dollars,  to 
say  nothing  i  >f  ten  dollars  for  an  office  call. 

♦  ■• 

An  Inexcusable  Blunder. 

"  It  is  pertinent  to  observe  that  matters  of  pub- 
lic health  and  municipal  sanitation  do  not  conform 
to  the  exigencies  of  machine  politics.  If  they 
did,  the  sewage  now  supplied  by  the  Kansas  City 
water  system  would,  no  doubt,  be  fit  to  drink  and 
would  not  make  people  sick.  The  fact  that 
Kansas  City  was  stricken  with  a  great  flood  was 
not  of  itself  a  sufficient  excuse  for  inflicting  the 
added  danger  of  pestilence. 

'  The  foreging  observations  are  made  in  the 
light  of  the  following  facts.  Early  in  this  month 
Kansas  City  was  swept  by  the  greatest  flood  in 
its  history.  The  flow  line  connecting  its  principal 
intake  was  broken,  reservoirs  were  about  ex- 
hausted. Insurance  agents  began  to  talk  about 
fire  protection.  At  this  critical  moment  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  city  demanded  the  services 
of  officials  of  judgment  and  ability.  But  someone 
was  in  control  with  no  judgment  and  barely 
enough  natural  and  office-holding  instinct  to  draw 
his  breath  and  salary.  To  this  individual  it  oc- 
curred that  sewage  was  of  sufficient  liquid  con- 
sistency to  put  out  fire,  and.  accordingly,  the  city 
water  pipes  were  pumped  full." 

As  Professor  Perdue  says  this  was  An  Inex- 
cusable Plunder.  No  wonder  that  increased 
sickness  followed  upon  this  masterstroke  of 
thomasfoolishness.  Someone  ought  to  make  this 
individual  drink  this  refuse  water  for  a  fewr  days. 
Paugh  !  an  ounce  of  civet,  good  apothecary  ! 

♦  ♦ 

Buttermilk. 

Buttermilk,  says  Health  Culture,  as  a  remedial 
agent  cannot  be  praised  too  highly.  The  elastic 
acid,  the  sour  of  the  buttermilk,  attacks  and  dis- 


solves every  sort  of  earthy  deposit  in  the  blood- 
vessels. Thus  it  keeps  the  veins  and  arteries  so 
supple  and  free-running  there  can  be  no  clogging 
tt]);  hence  no  deposit  of  irritating  calcareous  mat- 
ter around  the  joints,  nor  of  poisonous  waste  in 
the  muscles.  It  is  the  stiffening  and  harrowing 
of  the  blood-vessels  which  firing  on  senile  decay. 
Buttermilk  is  likely  to  postpone  it  ten  to  twenty 
years,  if  freely  drunk.  A  quart  a  day  should  be 
tin-  minimum,  the  maximum  according  to  taste 
and  opportunity,  inasmuch  as  gouty  difficulties 
usually  arise  from  sluggish  excretion,  buttermilk 
is  a  blessing  to  all  gouty  subjects.  It  gently 
stimulates  all  the  excreb  »ries — liver,  skin,  and  kid- 
neys. It  also  tones  the  stomach  and  furnishes  it 
the  material  from  which  to  make  rich,  red,  healthy 
blood.  If  troubled  with  gout  avoid  meat,  sweets, 
pastry,  wines,  spices,  hot  rolls,  bread  of  all  sorts, 
and  everything  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  ferments. 
Eggs,  game,  fresh  fruit,  vegetables,  especially 
salads,  may  he  eaten  with  impunity.  If  anyone 
has  a  creaky  joint  or  a  swollen  and  aching  one.  be 
should  drink  all  the  buttermilk  he  can  relish 
whenever  and  wherever  he  can,  but  it  should  be 
fresh  churned  and  wholesome. 

Buttermilk  is  all  right,  as  every  physician  very 
well  knows.  It  is  wise,  however,  for  such  prog- 
ressive physician  not  to  use  it  so  continuously  and 
in  every  case,  so  that  himeby  he  is  called  the  but- 
termilk doctor.     And  we  know  of  one  such  case. 


The  Mountain 
And  The  Mole  Hill. 

The  New  Castle  County  Medical  Society  of 
Delaware,  says  American  Medicine,  has  adopted 
a  method  of  meeting  the  complication  presented 
in  the  preceding  editorial  note  in  the  following- 
manner: 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  be 
known  as  the  "  Press  Committee  of  the  New 
Castle  Countv  Medical  Society.*'  The  function 
of  this  committee  shall  be:  I.  To  write  up  as 
occasion  demands  popular  articles  on  live  hy- 
gienic, sanitary  and  medical  issues.  2.  To  con- 
trol, so  far  as  possible,  the  reporting  of  medical 
news  in  the  local  press.  3.  To  endeaver  to  influ- 
ence the  lay  editors  in  favor  of  the  proper  hand- 
ling of  medical  subjects,  editorially  or  otherwise 
The  reason  medical  men  are  generally  averse  to 
the  publication  of  signed  communications  in  the 
daily  press  is  that  it  savors  of  advertising:  at  all 
events,  the  author  of  such  a  communication  ma\ 
justly  or  unjustly  be  suspected  of  a  desire  to  hav< 
his  name  (and  often  his  address)  appear  before 
the  lay  readers.  Xo  such  suspicion  can  be  attached 
to  the  communications  written  and  signed  by  the 
"  Press    Committee,"    the    readers    not    knowing 
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who  the  members  of  this  committee  are.  The 
article  shall  be  signed  thus :  "  The  Press  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  Castle  County  Medical 
Society." 

This  plan  seems  admirable,  and  if  such  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  every  medical  society  the 
advertisers  who  seize  every  opportunity  to  get 
their  names  before  newspaper  readers  would 
have  no  excuse,  and  the  honorable  members  of 
the  profession  would  be  able  to  secure  the  oppor- 
tunity to  instruct  those  readers  in  matters  of  the 
greatest  concern  to  the  public  health  and  well- 
being.  The  newspapers  themselves  could  thus  be 
prevented,  at  least  the  best  of  them,  from  being 
forced,  or  of  choosing,  to  publish  medical  rumors, 
false  and  nonsensical  medical  news.  The  more 
honorable  could  be  brought  to  agree  not  to  pub- 
lish such  trash,  except  by  the  vise  of  the  Press 
Committee. 

Perhaps  being  an  editor  and  sitting  not  wholly 
in  darkness,  but  next  to  a  publisher,  we  don't  see 
the  heinousness  of  such  advertising  as  deeply  and 
as  clearly  as  these  other  gentlemen  who  are  con- 
tinually harping  and  twanging  upon  the  ethical 
string.  When  we  come  right  down  to  the  freez- 
ing point,  how  is  a  general  practitioner  to  get 
acquainted  in  a  district  unless  he  resorts  to  some 
form  of  advertisement?  Is  there  nothing  left 
to  him  but  a  pew  in  church,  a  class  in  the  Sunday 
school,  or  a  tenor  voice  in  the  choir?  There 
seems  to  us  to  be  no  good  and  sufficient  reason 
why  a  man  who  is  capable  of  writing  a  good 
article  should  not  sign  it  and  get  all  the  credit  that 
he  can  from  such  a  paper  or  series  of  papers. 
See  the  specialist  of  to-day :  how  many  pleasant 
and  profitable  and  ethical  ways  he  finds  of  letting 
everybody  know,  the  laity  as  well  as  the  profes- 
sion, that  he  cut  open  seventy-three  bellies  last 
twelvemonth  agone,  all  of  whom  were  successful 
— only  steen  per  cent.  died.  There  seems  to  be 
nothing  wrong  about  that  form  of  advertising. 
Why  may  not  a  general  practitioner,  who  is  hav- 
ing every  legitimate  door  of  medicine  slammed  in 
his  face  resort  to  the  same  line  of  business,  and 
issue  yearly  a  bulletin  reciting  his  numerous  suc- 
cesses in  typhoid  fever,  in  gonorrhea,  in  whoop- 
ing-cough, and  especially  in  worms?  We  consider 
this  Press  Committee  of  a  County  or  City  far- 
fetched. Suppose  Dr.  Smith  does  get  a  bit  of 
notoriety  through  signing  his  paper.  Dr.  Jones 
has  the  same  privilege  and  so  has  Dr.  Mary  Ann 
Hatte-Pynne. 

Too  Little  and 
Too  Much  Bathing. 

Ella  Shivel,  of  Portsmouth,  O.,  has  brought 
suit  for  divorce  against  her  husband,  Charles 
Shivel,  because  he  has  not,  as  she  alleges,  taken  a 
bath  since  their  marriage  four  years  ago.  Shivel 
has  been  married  five  times  before.  Some  of  his 
wives  died  and  some  secured  divorces. — Cleve- 
land Leader. 

Evidently  Mr.  Shivel  is  not  a  Dunkard  (Ger- 


man Baptist)  nor  is  he  a  water  baby.  Men,  as 
a  rule  are  not  great  bathers ;  but  this  fellow  over- 
did it  a  trifle,  and  his  wife  ought  to  be  divorced. 
But  why  did  she  marry  a  fellow  with  such  a 
record  of  dead  and  divorced  wives?  We  have 
now  one  family  in  our  clientele,  in  which  the  head 
of  the  house  was  forbidden  by  his  former  family 
physician  to  take  any  bath  whatsoever  during 
the  treatment  which  lasted  many  weeks,  because, 
so  said  sapient  Sir  Leech,  it  was  so  weakening. 
Fancy  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate  man  when 
we  first  "  smelled  "  him  after  six  weeks  of  no 
bath-treatment  in  June  and  July  of  two  years  ago? 
And  it  was  an  "  eminent  and  prominent  "  homeo- 
path and  one-time  Professor  in  a  homeopathic 
college  who  recommended  this  filth-treatment. 
While  men,  as  already  stated,  do  not  bathe  a  great 
deal,  being  rather  afraid  of  water  in  other  States 
as  well  as  Kentucky,  American  women  bathe  too 
often ;  and  those  who  have  babies  wash  them  too 
much.  Like  Dave  Harum's  certain  amount  of 
fleas  to  a  dog,  a  certain  amount  of  dirt  is  healthy 
to  the  human  species  whether  a  baby  or  a  grown- 
up. This  bathing  in  the  case  of  American  women 
has  reference  as  well  to  the  internal  as  to  the  ex- 
ternal ablution.  Bathhouse  John's  satire  on  a 
typical  American  family:  a  blonde  and  beautiful 
wife,  a  poodle  dog,  and  a  fountain  syringe,  is 
more  nearly  the  truth  than  some  of  us  care  to 
admit. 


"Booh  IReviews. 


Psycho-Therapy  in  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  By  Sheldon  Leavitt,  M.  D.  Chicago : 
Garner-Taylor  Press,  1903. 

Dr.  Leavitt,  the  well-known  physician,  sur- 
geon and  teacher  of  Chicago,  has  branched  out  in 
a  new  line  of  endeavor,  and  one  which  he  has  un- 
doubtedly mastered,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  work 
of  which  these  lines  are  to  be  a  slight  review 
notice.  He  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
and  while  in  some  quarters  he  may  be  classed 
with  Christian  Scientists  and  other  like  devotees, 
in  yet  others,  certainly  among  the  thinking  pro- 
fession of  medicine,  he  will  be  hailed  as  the  dis- 
coverer and  presenter  of  an  additional  and  most 
valuable  arm  in  the  armamentarium  of  medicine. 
Broadly  stated  Dr.  Leavitt  makes  his  plea  for 
Suggestion  in  the  application  of  remedies  to  the 
cure  of  the  sick  in  mind  and  body.  He  gives 
reasons  and  instances  why  the  one  is  as  easy  of 
accomplishment  as  the  other ;  thus  taking  the 
application  of  Suggestion  out  of  the  ridiculed 
domain  of  mere  imaginary  ills.  Its  application 
in  Surgical  work — of  which  latter  every  homeo- 
path knows  Dr.  Leavitte  to  be  master  and  facile 
princeps.  is  worth  the  time  required  to  study  his 
book.  We  have  read  every  page  of  his  work,  and 
are  deeply  impressed  with  its  sweet  reasonable- 
ness, both  because,  as  he  states,  every  physician 
who  has  been  successful,  has  been  employing  Sug- 
gestion in  his  daily  work  consciously  or  unconsci- 
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ously,  and  because  he  makes  it  possible  to  crystal- 
ize  and  work  by  rule  and  line  in  future  applica- 
tions of  this  principle.  Dr.  Leavitt  has  furnished 
a  fine  book  from  start  to  finish  ;  every  proposition 
is  argued  and  proved  before  it  is  dismissed  or 
merged  with  the  general  trend  of  the  subject. 
He  distinctly  says  that  he  is  not  averse  to  the  use 
of  medicines  or  the  doing  of  operations,  but  he 
advises  the  first  and,  indeed,  continued  use  of 
Suggestion  in  ameliorating,  and,  if  possible,  cur- 
ing the  diseased  condition  for  which  the  doctor 
anil  the  surgeon  are  called.  It  is  not  a  difficult 
book  to  read  even  desultorily.  It  does  not  abound 
in  psychological  terms  and  statements  which  lat- 
ter usually  tax  the  brightest  of  intellects  to  fol- 
low with  saneness  and  instruction;  it  is  written  in 
the  language  of  the  day  and  of  the  average  physi- 
cian. Indeed  the  getting-up  of  the  book,  its 
peculiarly  fine  arrangement  into  attractive  para- 
graphs, bespeaks  not  only  the  master-genius  in 
book-making,  but  also  a  special  adaptability  in 
presenting  novel  ideas  to  a  conservative  professor. 
The  division  of  the  book  into  short  chapters,  each 
chapter  into  short  paragraphs,  and  each  para- 
graph into  short  and  concise  sentences  marks  the 
clearness  of  the  whole  work,  psychological  though 
it  be.  We  recommend  that  our  brethren  read  this 
look  at  least  once  and  understand  what  Dr.  Lea- 
vitt attempts  to  prove  and  note  if  the  labor  so 
<  ntailed  is  not  worth  the  doing.  His  description 
of  the  giving  of  chloroform  or  other  anaesthetic 
with  the  aid  of  Suggestion  is  excellent  for  its 
practical  value,  and  because  it  falls  in  with  the 
experience  of  every  man  or  woman  who  has  ever 
given  or  taken  an  anaesthetic.  We  do  not  profess 
to  understand  or  accept  all  of  Dr.  Leavitt's  pro- 
positions, having  only  read  the  book  to  see  what 
is  in  it ;  perhaps  when  we  have  the  time  to  read 
it  more  carefully  and  follow  out  its  arguments  to 
the  finish  we  will  be  able  to  appreciate  all  his 
points;  still  the  work  is  so  different  from  the 
usual  run  of  psychological  material  that  it  will 
charm  as  it  may  instruct  all  those  who  read  its 
pages.  It  has  given  us  a  number  of  splendid  sug- 
gestions in  the  pursuit  of  our  parish  practice  and 
for  this  we  thank  our  old  friend  and  brother  edi- 
tor, physician,  surgeon,  teacher,  and  author. 

The  American  Year-Book  of  Medicine  and  Sirgery 
for  1903.  A  yearly  Digest  of  Scientific  Progress  and 
Authoritative  Opinions  in  all  branches  of  Medicine  ami 
Surgery,  drawn  from  journals,  monographs,  and  text-books 
of  the  leading  American  and  foreign  authors  and  investi- 
gators. Arranged,  with  critical  editorial  comments,  by 
eminent  American  specialists,  under  the  editorial  charge  of 
George  M.  Gould,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  In  two  volumes- 
Volume  I,  including  General  Medicine,  octavo,  700  pages, 
fully  illustrated;  Volume  II.  General  Surgery,  octavo,  670 
pages,  fully  illustrated.  Philadelphia,  New  York.  London; 
W.  B.  Saunders  &  Co..  1903.  Per  volume:  Cloth,  $3  n<> 
net;  Half  morocco,  $3.75  net. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  similar  publication, 
either  American  or  foreign,  that  can  compete  in 
any  way  with  this  excellent  Year-Book,  published 
by  W.  B.  Saunders  &  Co.  It  is  not  an  indiscrim- 
inate  collection    of    extracts    clipped    from    any 


and  every  journal:  the  matter  is  carefully  se- 
lected, edited,  and  in  numerous  cases  commented 
upon  by  the  eminent  authorities  whom  Dr.  Gould 
has  enlisted  as  his  assistants.  Every  new  theory 
and  scientific  discovery  worthy  of  the  consider- 
ation of  the  profession  has  found  a  place  in  this 
unusually  complete  year-book ;  and  the  names  of 
the  several  editors  are  sufficient  guarantee  of  a 
proper  discrimination.  The  work  comes  to  us  in 
the  same  dress  as  last  year — in  two  volumes. 
Volume  I  contains  "General  Medicine,"  and 
Volume  II,  "  General  Surgery,"  the  volumes  be- 
ing sold  separately  if  desired.  As  usual  the  illus- 
trative feature  is  well  taken  care  of,  there  being 
eleven  full-page  inserts,  besides  many  excellent 
text-cuts.  We  strongly  recommend  Saunders' 
American  Year-Book  as  the  best  of  its 
kind  on  the  market.  Really  it  seems  to 
us  almost  marvelous  how  Dr.  Gould  finds 
the  time  to  do  all  the  many  and  varied 
things  which  he  accomplishes.  What  with 
his  "  American  Medicine,"  his  practice,  his 
other  works  of  the  pen  he  seems  to  have  time 
neither  for  sleep  or  board.  But  there  is  never 
any  appearance  of  hurrv  about  his  work.  It  is 
all  finished  product  and  stands  the  test  of  time 
and  criticism.  This  book  is  only  one  of  his  many 
other  successful  labors.  And  having  said  this 
we  have  commended  it  to  the  profession  with  all 
our  power  of  eloquence  and  persuasion. 

A  Classified  Index  of  the  Homeopathic  Materia 
Medica  for  Urogenital  Diseases.  By  Dr.  B.  G. 
Carleton,  Professor  of  Genito-urinary  Surgery  in  the 
New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College  and  Hospital, 
and  Dr.  Howard  L.  Coles.  Boericke  &  Runyon,  New 
York.     160  pages.     Price,  $1.50. 

This  is,  in  effect,  a  repertory  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic Materia  Medica  for  Urogenital  Diseases, 
and  is  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  homeo- 
path. It  is  beautifully  printed,  arranged,  and 
bound.  From  the  preface  it  seems  that  Dr. 
Coles  made  the  repertory,  and  that  Dr.  Carleton 
had  used  the  book  for  many  years  and  found  it 
trustworthy  and  reliable. 

The  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  Gaius  J.  Jones,  M.  D.. 
Dean  and  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  Consulting  Phy- 
sician and  President  of  the  Visiting  Staff,  Cleveland  Homeo- 
pathic Hospital;  Member  American  Institute  of  Homeo- 
pathy, etc.  etc'  Kdited  by  J.  RlCHEY  Horner.  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Registrar  and  Professor  of  Neurology,  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  Medical  College;  Neurologist,  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  and  Cleveland  City  Hospitals;  Member 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  etc.,  etc.  Second 
edition,  octavo,  extra  cloth,  459  pages,  interleaved.  Price 
$2.50,  postpaid.      Published  by  the  author,  1903. 

Just  why  the  virile  and  still  youthful  Dean 
and  Professor  Jones  should  need  an  editor  to 
revamp  and  refurbish  his  First  edition  does  not 
anywhere  appear  in  the  newer  book.  Being 
mentally  as  well  as  physically  a  giant,  we  do  not 
understand  the  emergency  which  calls  in  another 
pen  to  add  value  to  what  was  formerly  consid- 
ered a  very  fine  practical  book  on  Practice.  If 
Dr.  Horner  made  any  pretensions  to  unusual  or 
extraordinary  knowledge  or  experience  in   Ho- 
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meopathic  Practice,  or  had  been  or  was  now  a 
co-worker  with  Dr.  Jones  in  the  same  field  of 
homeopathic  endeavor;  or  if  Dr.  Jones  had  be- 
come enfeebled  or  disabled,  or  indeed,  had  joined 
the  Great  Majority  (neither  of  which  unfortu- 
nate happenings  is  true),  then  there  might  seem 
some  sweet  reasonableness  for  the  burdening  of 
this  modest  book  with  an  editor.  But  Editor 
Horner,  in  the  inverted  pyramid  of  titles  and 
society  excellencies  which  follows  his  name  on 
the  title  page,  makes  no  claim. 

There  then  remains  but  the  one  other  reason, 
namely,  that  Dr.  Jones  was  too  busy  to  review 
his  first  book,  and  so  called  in  a  man  who  is  not 
busy.  And  everybody  knows  that  the  strenuous 
Dr.  Horner  with  his  Registrarship  of  the  Cleve- 
land College,  his  Professorship  in  the  same 
school,  his  Editorship  of  the  College  Monthly, 
and  the  inhabitancy  of  numerous  other  offices, 
besides  filling  out  a  first-class  neurological  prac- 
tice has  time  to  burn.  Some  one  has  said  that 
a  busy  man  always  has  time  to  do  things.  On 
this  and  on  this  theory  only  can  we  imagine  that 
Horner  was  called  in  to  pass  his  smooth-flowing 
fountain  pen  over  the  assumed  literary  crudities 
of  Jones'  First  edition,  and  then  let  it  issue  as  a 
joint  product  for  the  instruction  of  the  profession 
as  well  as  the  graduates. 

The  first  edition  was  good  enough  for  all 
those  in  the  profession,  or  in  the  college,  who 
were  bent  upon  learning  the  homeopathic  truth 
from  one  of  the  Old  Guard,  who  had  used  it 
daily,  hourly,  for  nearly  two  generations.  It  was 
filled  upon  every  page  with  the  unstudied,  sturdy, 
honest  utterances  of  a  Master  Homeopath  and 
plain-spoken  man ;  he  was  so  intent  upon  the  car- 
rying home  the  truth  in  the  most  direct  and 
forceful  manner,  that  he  gave  little,  or,  perhaps, 
no  attention  to  the  school-girl  graces  of  rhetoric 
and  mother-of-pearl  language.  But  some  one 
somewhere  found  fault  with  this  frank  outspoken 
way  of  the  Tall  Sycamore  of  the  Cleveland  Ho- 
meopaths ;  so  a  busy  editor  with  time  and  willing- 
ness and  unquestioned  capabilities  was  called  in, 
who  re-arranged  the  book,  passed  his  ball-bear- 
ing editorial  knowledge  over  the  assumed  liter- 
ary inelegancies,  and  now  the  Second  Edition 
issues  smooth,  letter-perfect  and  finished.  We 
trust  the  hypercritical  critics  are  satisfied. 

But  in  all  this  that  has  been  written  in  this 
review  notice  there  is  not  to  be  assumed  one 
word  of  condemnation  of  the  book  itself.  Not- 
withstanding the  auxiliary  offices  of  a  worthy 
and  intelligent  co-worker,  Jones'  book  continues 
to  be  Jones'  book,  and  is  still  excellent  from 
every  student  and  professional  standpoint.  It 
now  reaches  out  for  a  larger  clientele  than  for- 
merly ;  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  find  its  way  into 
the  colleges  as  a  classic  of  personal,  practical 
worth,  of  a  man  and  teacher  who  is  known  to  so 
many  hundred  graduates  and  professional 
people.  The  book  will  happily  supply  to  his 
many  graduates  the  many  hiatus-es  in  their 
former  notes  when  they  were  yet  polishing  the 


hard  benches,  and  with  lame  backs  and  weary 
fingers  essayed  to  catch  the  living  word  as  it  fell 
from  the  lecture  platform. 

This  Second  Edition  is  still  the  same  virile 
series  of  heart-to-heart  talks  of  the  earlier  vol- 
ume ;  and  while  it  deals,  at  times,  over-lavishly 
with  aconite,  and  drags  in  and  gently  spanks 
antitoxin,  and  defends  an  empirical  use  of  tuber- 
culin in  tuberculosis,  it  still  possesses  many  most 
admirable  thoughts  and  suggestions  and  prac- 
tices, not  least  among  which  being  the  limited 
range  within  which  this  Professor  and  Author 
finds  his  usual  remedy  for  the  diseased  condi- 
tions upon  which  he  lectures.  He  rarely  reaches 
farther  forth  than  the  thirty  well-tried  and  well- 
known  household,  hundred-year-old  remedies  of 
the  homeopathic  medicine  shelf ;  and  to  these  he 
adds  the  potency,  so  that  the  practitioner  as  well 
as  the  homeopathic  novice,  need  not  sit  in  dark- 
ness upon  this  most  essential  of  homeopathic 
therapeutics. 

This  Second,  like  the  First  edition  will  find  a 
place  with  the  practical,  everyday  homeopath, 
because  of  its  manifest  freedom  from  pedantic 
bookishness.  It  is  designed  for  instant  service  at 
the  bed-side — which,  after  all,  is  all  for  which 
any  physician  is  called.  It  does  not  contain  a 
thousand  pages — for  which  the  practical  bread- 
and-butter-making  profession  thank  him  and 
his  editor ;  it  is  not  intended  to  dazzle  the  wait- 
ing office-patients  with  its  large  size,  beautiful 
binding  and  gold  lettering.  It  is  indeed  a  rather 
finical  medical  man  who  taking  it  up  at  any  point 
cannot  find  in  the  opened  page  something  worth 
lotting  down  in  his  vest-pocket  memorandum 
book. 

Are  we,  therefore,  required  to  add  that  we  like 
the  book  and  heartily  recommend  it  to  the  pro- 
fesion  everywhere,  as  and  for  a  homeopathic 
text-book  on  that  part  of  our  labors  which  proves 
the  excellencv  of  our  system  of  therapeutics  ? 
If  so,  then  we  say  it  here  and  now. 

©bituarv>. 

The  Passing  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine. 

Horace  M.  Paine,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  December 
5,  aged  76.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  City  in  1849.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  So- 
ciety of  New  York  State  in  1850,  and  served  it 
later  as  Secretary  and  President.  He  served  for 
twenty-one  years  as  one  of  the  State  homeo- 
pathic examiners ;  was  one  of  the  first  trustees 
of  the  Albany  Homeopathic  Hospital ;  an  incor- 
porator of  the  Middletown  State  Hospital ;  and 
was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  legisla- 
tion establishing  the  Gowanda  State  Hospital. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  the  Hahnemann  Association,  of 
several  similar  local  societies  and  an  honorary 
member  of  many  homeopathic  societies  here  and 
abroad. — American  Medicine. 
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And  so,  genial,  enthusiastic,  aggressive  Father 
Paine  has  paid  the  last  debt  of  poor  human  na- 
ture !  Take  him  for  all  in  all  and  he  was  a  won- 
derful man.  Up  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life, 
he  was  an  active  participant  in  the  affairs  of  his 
profession,  and  especially  ready  to  do  battle 
royal  for  his  great  system  of  State  Medical  Reg- 
istration and  Examination.  Perhaps  the  best 
paper  he  ever  wrote  upon  this  nearest-to-his-heart 
subject  was  the  one  which  appeared  but  recently 
in  these  pages,  and  was  in  answer  to  our  various 
criticisms  and  strictures  upon  that  system  of  ex- 
amination: a  careful  perusal  of  these,  his  last 
lines,  will  show  that  his  mind  was  clear  and  full 
with  no  evidence  of  let  or  break  in  the  stream 
of  his  invincible  logic. 

We  have  not  always,  nay,  to  be  quite  truth- 
ful— we  have  never  fully  agreed  with  Dr. 
Paine  on  his  advanced  stand  in  the  State  Medi- 
cal Examination  and  Registration  system.  But 
that  has  never  caused  a  moment's  unpleasant- 
ness between  us;  he  was  of  that  broad-gauged 
individuality  which  was  content  to  batter  down 
the  arguments  of  his  opponents,  and  with  sledge- 
hammer blows,  without  estranging,  or  even 
temporarily  alienating  his  friendship  for  the  man 
who  held  different  views  from  himself.  And  so 
to  the  end  of  his  long-  and  eventful  life  Dr.  Paine 
and  we  were  good  friends. 

And  his  great  work  in  the  State  Medical  Reg- 
istration lives  after  him,  an  immortal  monument, 
better,  far  better,  a  thousand  times,  than  a  cloud- 
piercing  shaft  in  some  lonely  cemetery  amid  the 
artificial  beauties  of  the  landscape  gardener. 

He  was  a  most  genial  man,  was  this  our  de- 
ceased friend  and  brother,  in  his  private  and  pro- 
fessional life.  He  was  a  typical  host  of  the  old 
kind.  His  house  and  his  heart  were  open  to  his 
friends.  And  unlike  some  other  of  our  great  men, 
Dr  Paine  has  left  noble  and  eminent  sons  and 
daughters  to  carry  on  the  good  homeopathic 
work  for  which  he  labored  so  hard  and  suffered 
so  much. 

We  shall  miss  and  not  forget  dear,  good. 
Father  Paine. 


Society  flDeetino. 


The  Southern  Homeopathic  Meeting. 

The  Southern  Homeopathic  Medical  Associa- 
tion had  an  interesting  meeting  at  Louisville,  and 
will  hold  its  next  meeting  in  the  same  town  next 
year.  The  newspaper  accounts  are  somewhat 
meager,  but  from  such  droppings  as  have  fallen 
to  us  from  the  homeopathic  mahogany,  we  learn 
that  the  meeting  was  well  attended,  and,  that  the 
interest  was  kept  up  to  the  close  of  the  meeting. 
We  find  Dr.  Pratt's  half-tone  picture  staring  out 
at  us  from  the  newspaper  page,  big  as  life  and 
twice  as  handsome ;  we  learn  that  Dr.  Dewey, 
"a  modern  homeopath,"  gave  his  usual  fine  dis- 


course on  some  materia  medica  topic;  and  I 
but  not  least,  we  note  that  Fisher,  of  Chicago, 
(who,  if  he  was  n.it  the  father  of  the  Associa 
tion,  certainly  did  much  to  make  it  at  one  time 
a  rather  formidable  rival  of  the  old  American 
Institute  of  Homeopathy,)  took  his  usual  lead 
ing  hand  in  the  bureau  on  Gynecology  and  pre- 
sented, if  in  it  tin  best,  certainly  a  very  fine  bureau. 
The  printed  programme  was  mutilated  by  pom 
proof  reading,  so  that  we  have  lost  our  genial 
Bishop  II.  R.  Stout,  and  fr<  mi  his  ashes  there  rises 
the  new  R,  I  I.  Stout.  It  seems  to  us,  however,  that 
the  Southern  homeopath  isn't  breaking  his  neck 
so  to  speak,  to  keep  in  touch  with  this,  his  special 
sectional  organization.  What's  the  matter,  ye 
men  of  the  South?  You  havn't  all  been  Presi- 
dents yet,  have  you?  Have  you  no  longer  any 
living  interest  in  the  Association?  Do  wake  up. 
please,  and  let  us  hear  from  you  at  the  next  meet. 
There  was  a  time,  as  we  hinted  at  the  beginning 
of  this  notice,  when  there  was  a  sharp  rivalr) 
between  the  Southern  Homeopathic  and  the 
American  Institute;  hut  that  was  when  Fisher 
was  still -if  ever  he  was  still — in  Texas,  and 
there  were  other  typical  Southern  homeopaths 
in  the  saddle  riding  Rough  Rider  like  over  the 
allopathic  hosts.  P.ut  judging  from  its  published 
programme  and  from  the  reports  of  the  meeting, 
and  others  immediately  preceding,  the  danger  of 
rivalry  is  past.  Pet  it  beware  lest  it  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  once  prosperous  Western 
Academy  of  Homeopathy.  As  to  the  social  part 
of  the  occasion  nothing  was  wanting;  for  the 
Kentucky  man  or  woman,  homeopath  or  other- 
wise, is  always  a  generous  host,  and  the  stranger 
within  their  gates  is  sure  to  be  well  taken  care 
of,  and  made  duly  wishful  to  return  again  next 
vear. 


Globules. 


— Dioscorea  has  a  colic  that  is  worse  sitting 
or  standing  up  straight,  but  is  relieved  by  bend- 
ing backward.  Colocynth  bends  forward  to  relax 
the  abdominal  muscles  and  get  relief. 

— Dr.  J.  Henry  Hallock — a  familiar  homeopa- 
thic name — class  of  '86,  New  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  says  that  after  eight  years  of 
experience  with  lung  patients  in  the  Adiron- 
dacks,  he  is  convinced  that  no  better  all-the-year- 
round  climate  can  be  found  in  the  world  than  in 
Saranac  Lake,  X.  Y.,  and  all  this  within  200 
miles  of  New  York  City,  where  every  breeze 
blows  over  a  hundred  miles  of  solid  forest. 

— Dr.  J  Wilford  Allen,  our  Materia  Medica 
editor,  is  addressing  the  materia  medica  special- 
ists of  our  profession  on  the  best  manner  for 
treating  intermittent  fever.  Many  of  our  breth- 
ren, as  Dr.  Allen  also  suggests,  believe  that  tins 
peculiar  fever  with  the  malarial  parasite  can  be 
cured  only  by  quinine.     He.  therefore,  asks  how 
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the  profession  treats  its  cases,  and  especially  to 
submit  to  him  with  as  much  promptness  as  con- 
venient its  opinions,  accompanied,  where  possi- 
ble, with  cases  cured. 

We  bespeak  a  hearty  response  to  this  prayer, 
not  only  because  Dr.  Allen  is  a  good  homeopath, 
or  because  he  is  engaged  in  a  worthy  cause,  but 
-equally  as  much  because  the  homeopathic  profes- 
sion needs  at  this  critical  time  the  example  of 
cures  made  with  the  homeopathic  remedy,  in  or- 
o.er  that  many,  far  too  many,  indeed,  may  desert 
their  unholy  worship  at  the  altar  of  strange 
medical  gods,  and  come  back  to  good  old  homeo- 
pathy. 

—The  Physicians'  Visiting  List  (1904-5),  is- 
sued for  these  many  years  by  P.  Blakiston's  Sons 
&  Co.,  has  reached  our  desk  with  all  its  well- 
known  excellencies  as  prominent  as  ever  before. 
To  those  who  make  use  of  cipher  notation  in 
their  daily  work,  this  book  must  always  com- 
mend itself.  It  has  the  merit  of  being  most  com- 
pact and  always  ready  with  its  contained  in- 
formation. 

— We  have  received  from  Boericke  &  Run- 
yon  "A  Classified  Index  of  the  Materia  Medica 
of  Urogenital  Diseases,"  by  Drs.  Carleton  and 
Coles.  This  work  contains  160  pages,  beauti- 
fully printed,  and  sells  for  $1.50.  As  there  is 
nothing  original  to  the  book,  being  merely  a 
credible  index  of  Dr.  Carleton's  famous  labors 
along  this,  his  specialty  line,  we  notice  the  book 
in  these  columns,  rather  than  attempt  a  book  re- 
view notice.  Everybody  or  anybody  who  has 
seen  and  browsed  in  the  leafiless  of  Carleton's 
several  books  can  understand  without  further 
word  from  us  the  value  of  an  index  gotten  up  by 
or  for  him. 

— A  Materia  Medica  Symposium  was  sched- 
uled for  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  Washing- 
ton Homeopathic  Medical  Society  at  the  Hotel 
Shoreham,  for  Friday  and  Saturday,  December 
18th  and  19th,  with  Dr.  O.  S.  Haines,  Professor 
of  Clinical  Medicine,  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  E.  B.  Nash,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica,  New  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  in  the  star  roles.  We  doubt  not 
that  the  meetings  were  thoroughly  homeopathic 
and  instructive,  for  one  might  travel  several 
Sabbath  days  journeys  and  not  find  two  better, 
more  popular  and  qualified  men  for  this  sympo- 
sium than  Professors  Haines  and  Nash.  At  this 
moment  of  writing  we  have  not  yet  heard  from 
our  letter  to  the  secretary  begging  for  a  report 
of  the  meetings. 

— Dr.  Russel,  in  the  World,  says :  "  The  most 
niggardly  man  on  earth  would  not  call  a  physician 
when  he  is  ill  because  he  is  cheap."  Now  think 
for  a  moment  of  these  facts. 

1  st.  Half  the  sick  people  are  children  who  do 
not  say  who  their  doctor  shall  be. 

2d.  A  doctor  is  called  oftentimes  to  decorate 
the  sick  room  with  a  few  medicines,  for  looks' 


sake,  and  also  to  lend  his  fashionable  presence 
there  as  a  sort  of  wreath  for  the  coffin  yet  to  be. 

3d.  People  are  not  so  anxious  as  they  often  ap- 
pear to  be  that  the  sick  ones  of  their  family  live 
longer. 

4th.  Often  a  father  mentally  calculates  whether 
it  is  cheaper  to  doctor  that  child  or  settle  with  the 
undertaker. 

5th.  The  lamentations  around  the  sick  bed  and 
at  a  funeral  are  half  the  time  more  dramatic  than 
heartfelt. 

— A  Dr.  Donovan  of  Illinois  has  seven  sons. 
Four  of  these  are  already  practicing  physicians 
and  five  are  at  present  in  college  preparing  them- 
selves to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  their  father. 
More  power  to  the  Donovans,  say  we. — The 
Critique. 

Let's  see.  That  brings  up  the  old  grammatical 
question  whether  four  and  five  is  seven,  or  four 
and  five  are  seven  ?    Sir  ? 

— Never  give  an  emetic  in  order  to  recover  a 
foreign  body  that  has  passed  into  the  stomach. 
If  it  is  small  enough,  it  will  always  be  passed  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  while,  if  too  large  for 
this,  vomiting  would  be  dangerous  and  a  useless 
thing  to  bring  about. — Medical  Summary-. 

And  when  a  man  patient  comes  to  you  with  a 
fairy  tale  of  having  last  night  swallowed  his  up- 
per plate  of  porcelain-crowned  teeth,  send  him 
home  to  look  under  the  bed  for  the  missing  plate. 

— Why  should  a  medical  college  be  summoned 
like  a  common  malefactor  before  the  constituent 
state  authorities  and  asked  to  explain  some  of 
its  queerish  doings,  meaning  thereby  its  poor 
teachings  ?  We  have  fallen  upon  evil  times  when 
such  things  can  happen  in  one  of  the  sovereign- 
ties of  the  United  States,  formerly  supposed  to  be 
independent  of  all  restrictions  save  those  of 
downright  criminality. 

— One  of  our  exchanges  says  that  chloretone  in 
five-grain  capsules  repeated  at  intervals  of  three 
to  six  hours  will  relieve  sea-sickness  (so  will  anti- 
kamnia).  Another  contemporary  suggests 
drinking  a  good  old  Kentucky  mint  julep,  because 
it  tastes  just  as  good  coming  up  as  it  did  going 
down.  Fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  if  the  passen- 
ger takes  a  modern  ship  with  modern  conven- 
iences he  stands  no  very  great  chance  of  being 
sea-sick.  But  if  he  takes  a  cheap  boat,  one  of  the 
left-overs,  with  coal  oil  lamps  for  lighting,  noth- 
ing will  save  him  from  feeding  the  fishes  the  very 
first  time  the  old  tub  begins  to  rock.  We  tried 
all  the  famous  remedies  of  the  materia  medica 
on  passengers  on  our  outward  trip,  and  found 
nothing  would  touch  the  case  the  least  little  bit, 
like  a  chewed-up  five-grain  tablet  of  antikamnia. 
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ic&l  proves? 


The  Hughes  Ionizer. 

This  instrument  is  excited  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  high  frequency  tube.  The  vacuum  tube  acts 
inductively  upon  the  air  and  such  substances  as 
may  be  held  in  suspension  by  it  while  passing 
through  the  chamber  between  the  inner  and  outer 
bulb.  The  inner  bulb  is  exhausted  and  the  outer 
bulb  merely  forms  an  air  chamber  around  it.  The 
outer  bulb  is  provided  with  a  nipple  to  which  a 
tube  leading  from  a  nebulizer  or  other  apparatus 
for  medicating  the  air  may  be  attached.  The 
opening  to  which  the  mouth  or  nose  piece  is  to 
be  attached  is  made  like  the  mouth  of  a  bottle, 
so  that  a  rubber  cork,  to  which  any  desired  shaped 
attachment  may  be  made,  can  be  used,  and  when 
removed  will  leave  the  instrument  all  glass,  so 
that  it  can  be  washed,  boiled,  or  otherwise 
cleaned. 

The  inductive  action  arising  from  the  ex- 
tremely high  mode  of  motion  imparted  to  the 
rarified  air  of  a  vacuum  tube,  produces  a  much 
finer  disintegration  or  decomposition  of  the  sub- 


Ionizer,  is  that  it  affords  a  perfect  means  of  neu- 
tralizing the  acid  effects  of  decomposed  nitrogen. 
If  the  air  acted  upon  by  it  be  made  to  carry  in 
suspension,  by  means  of  a  nebulizer,  some  medi- 
cation of  an  alkaline  character,  the  acid  effects 
of  the  decomposed  nitrogen  combining  with  the 
hydrogen  is  entirely  neutralized.  The  remedies 
held  in  suspension  by  the  air,  as  produced  by  a 
nebulizer,  are  much  more  finely  subdivided,  thus 
rendering  them  more  efficient  in  the  treatment  of 
the  air  passages.  The  cloud  of  vapor  produced 
by  a  nebulizer  is  more  than  doubled  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  ionizer. 

This  ionizer  may  also  be  connected  to  a  tank 
of  pure  oxygen  gas  instead  of  a  nebulizer,  and 
pure  ozone  without  nitrogen  may  be  used.  Al- 
together it  is  a  very  simple,  most  efficient  instru- 
ment, and  will  be  found  much  more  practical  and 
effective  in  therapeutical  work  than  ozone  gen- 
erators such  as  are  now  in  use. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  use  the  ionizer  is  to 
connect  it  to  one  terminal  of  a  high  frequency 
apparatus    (a    static    machine    running    at    high 


stances  acted  upon  than  a  direct  discharge  of  cur- 
rent passed  through  substances,  or  than  an  in- 
ductive action  arising  from  metallic  bodies.  It 
is  on  account  of  the  absolutely  perfect  decom- 
position of  the  air  and  substance-  lu-M  in  sus- 
pension by  it  when  acted  upon  by  this  instru- 
ment, as  above  described,  that  it  is  called  an  i 
izer.  The  molecules  being  broken  into  atoms  and 
the  atoms  into  ions.  The  main  advantage,  how- 
ever, of  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  Hughes 


speed  so  as  to  produce  a  high  frequency  current) 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  high  frequency  tubes 
are  attached  ;  allow  the  patient  to  grasp  the  double 
bulb  of  the  ionizer  in  one  hand  and  regulate  the 
strength  of  the  current  so  as  to  produce  slight 
trical  sensations  to  tin-  patient,  when  the  air 
may  be  sucked  through  the  ionizer  directly,  or 
indirectly  through  any  medication.  Or  the  air 
may  be  forced  through  from  a  nebulizer  or 
atomizer. 


Items  of  Interest. 

—A  contemporary  gives  the  following  advice 
to  its  fair  readers :  "  For  a  man's  birth,  look  to 
his  linen  and  finger-nails,  and  observe  the  inflec- 
tions of  his  voice.  For  his  tastes,  study  the  color 
of  his  ties,  the  pattern  and  hang  of  his  trousers, 
his  friends  and  his  rings,  if  any.  For  his  pro- 
pensities, walk  around  and  look  carefully  at  the 
back  of  his  head.  A  symmetrical  cerebellum, 
with  well  trimmed  hair,  is  an  indication  of  self- 
control  and  energy.  If  you  want  a  successful 
man,  see  that  he  has  a  neat  foot;  he  will  move 
quicker,  get  over  obstacles  faster,  than  a  man  who 
falls  over  his  own  toes  and  trips  up  other  folks 
with  'em,  too.  For  his  breeding,  talk  sentiment 
to  him  when  he  is  starving,  and  ask  him  to  carry 
a  handbox  down  the  public  street  when  you've 
just  had  a  row.  To  test  his  temper,  tell  him  his 
nose  is  a  little  on  one  side  and  you  don't  like  the 
way  his  hair  grows.  There  are  other  ways  which 
will  suggest  themselves  naturally  to  a  bright 
woman." 

— The  Arlington  Qiemical  Company,  of  Yonk- 
ers,  N.  Y.,  liquid  peptonoids,  has  issued  a  pretty 
little  folder  entitled,  The  Pathology  of  the  Ty- 
phoid Ulcer,  which  contains  some  valuable 
reading  matter,  besides  several  colored  plates  of 
the  swollen  and  ulcerated  Peyer's  patches. 

— In  rooms  heated  by  a  furnace  where  there  is 
sickness,  Dr.  Leroy  M.  Yale,  of  New  York,  ad- 
vises that  the  hot  air  should  be  made  to  pass  over 
water  to  which  some  Piatt's  chlorides  has  been 
added,  and  a  towel  moistened  with  Piatt's  chlor- 
ides kept  over  the  register.  When  heated  by  a 
stove  or  open  grate,  a  basin  containing  Piatt's 
chlorides  mixed  with  ten  parts  of  water  should 
be  placed  near  the  fire  and  a  towel  occasionally 
moistened  in  this  kept  suspended  in  the  room. 

— We  are  informed  by  the  Globe  Manufactur- 
ing Company  that  an  unusual  number  of  in- 
quiries were  received  by  them  in  response  to 
their  special  offer  made  last  fall.  They  were 
naturally  quite  pleased  over  this  showing,  and 
have  decided  to  make  another  attractive  offer. 
Intending  purchasers  will  doubtless  be  interested, 
in  view  of  the  standard  quality  of  the  goods 
offered  by  this  firm.  Incidentally  this  testimony 
indicates  that  our  subscribers  read  the  adver- 
tising pages,  and  are  on  the  alert  to  avail  them- 
selves of  a  good  thing  in  the  way  of  a  bargain 
when  it  is  placed  before  them.  For  further  in- 
formation note  their  ad.  in  this  issue,  or  write 
them  direct. 

— For  shaking  palsy  nothing  excels  tinct.  aes- 
culus  glabra,  one-half  dram,  celerina  eight 
ounces.     Teaspoonful  every  two  ar  three  hours. 

— Zematol,  manufactured  by  the  Chicago 
Pharmacal  Co.,  is  guaranteed  to  give  satisfactary 
results  in  eczema,  pruritis,  and  indolent  ulcers. 
Free  sample  on  request. 

— It  was  not  long  ago  (Am.  Med.)  that  a 
coroner's  jury  reported  the  following  verdict: 


"  This  man  died  of  stone  in  the  kidney,  which 
stone  he  swallowed  when  lying  on  a  gravel  path 
in  a  state  of  drunkenness." 

— The  Medical  Century  has  printed  a  number 
of  copies  of  its  recent  frontispiece  picture  of  the 
prominent  homeopaths  of  Massachusetts  and  is 
sending  them  to  its  friends  and  admirers  for 
framing.  It  is  a  most  effective  bit  of  color  print- 
ing. 

— "  This  has  been  one  of  the  most  disappoint- 
ing seasons  in  many  years,"  said  an  old  theatrical 
manager  the  other  day.    "  Since  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember fully  three  hundred  traveling  companies 
have  returned  to  New  York,  totally  disappointed 
with  the  results  of  their  tour.    This  has  not  been 
because  of  the  paucity  of  the  material  offered  by 
them,  or  because  of  its  lack  of  merit,  but  rather 
as  a  result  of  the  general  depression  in  business 
everywhere.     It  is  a  notable  fact  that  the  higher 
priced  shows  and  playhouses  have  suffered  most ; 
but  the  theatres   which  have  made  a  point   of 
catering  to  the  more  conservative  class  of  play- 
goers, such   for  instance,  as   Proctor's  theatres, 
have  gained  a  signal  victory.    They  have  not  only 
held  their  own  financially,  but  they  have,  in  ad- 
dition, gained  a  host  of  patrons.    This  can  hardly 
be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  known  that  for  fifty 
cents  a  patron  of  the  Proctor  theatres  can  secure 
a  comfortable  seat  and  witness,  amid  luxurious 
surroundings,  a  Broadway  production  complete 
in  every  detail."     It  was  said  by  Mr.  Bronson 
Howard  on  a  recent  visit  to  Proctor's  Fifth  Ave- 
nue theatre,  after  Mr.  Howard  had  witnessed  a 
performance   of   his    own    play,    "  Shenandoah," 
that  never  in  all  his  half  a  century  of  playgoing 
had  popular  prices  so  much  impressed  themselves 
upon  his  judgment.     Mr.   Howard  added:     *' I 
had  not  thought  it  possible  that  within  the  space 
of  five  days  any  stock  company  could  thoroughly 
comprehend  and  rehearse  my  play  with  all   its 
wealth  of  detail ;  but  at   Proctor's  the   rapidity 
with  which  things  are  done  quite  amazed  me.     I 
found  scene  painters  ready  at  my  beck  and  call ; 
I  found  intelligent  stage  managers ;  I  saw  prop- 
erty men  hustling  as  if  their  lives  depended  upon 
the  next  moment,  and,  better  than  all,  I  came  in 
contact  with  a  company  of  intelligent,  enthusias- 
tic and  hardworking  players  who  were  fitted  in 
every  way  to  interpret  my  best  play.    If  the  play- 
going  public  will  take  it  from  me,  the  stock  sys- 
tem in  America  to-day  deserves  to  be  encouraged 
and  properly  rewarded.     Mr.  Proctor,  by  his  lib- 
eral expenditure  and  by  his  intelligent  selection 
of  material,  is  entitled  to  reap  the  most  substan- 
tial benefits,  and,  if  my  prediction  counts  for  any- 
thing, he  will  surely  receive  it." 

— The  Daily  Medical  Journal  will  be  published 
January  ist,  1904.  We  need  a  physician  as  staff 
correspondent  in  every  town  in  this  state,  to  sup- 
ply us  with  scientific,  social,  institutional,  and 
personal  news,  and  will  pay  regular  newspaper 
rates  for  this  service.  Instruction,  stationery, 
and  badge  free.  Address,  Mr.  J.  Antonowvitsch, 
154  East  73d  St.,  New  York  City. 
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THE  AFRICAN  PROPOSITION. 

A  SOUTH  AFRICAN  correspondent  writes: 
"  South  Africa  offers  some  splendid  openings 
for  homeopathic  medical  men.  I  cannot  imagine 
why  we  arc  so  neglected  by  them  when  any  num- 
ber of  the  other  side  seem  to  be  anxious  to  come. 
The  Dutch,  too,  are  nearly  all  homeopathic,  so 
that  everything  favors  homeopathy.  Durban, 
Johannesburg,  and  other  large  towns  have  no 
one." — The  (London)  Homeopathic  World. 

And  one  of  our  American  exchanges,  a  college 
journal,  refers  to  this  item  lovingly,  for  it  sees  a 
possible  opening  for  its  overflow  of  graduates. 

Now  look  out  for  the  appearance  of  this  little 
news  item  in  the  other  Me  Too  homeopathic  col- 
lege journals,  when  they  are  shy  of  copy,  or  are 
not  engaged  in  hyperbolating  their  special  college 
or  hospital  or  dispensary ;  or  in  recounting  the 


recent  American  institute  glories  when  Never  was 
Boston  more  Beautiful.  Watch  for  it.  also,  as  it 
crops  out  in  the  commercially  conducted  homeo- 
pathic college  Announcements,  preacher-written, 
moth-bitten  Faculty  Addresses  delivered  in 
church  edifices,  and  in  their  other  literature,  prov- 
ing that  there  is  lots  and  lots  of  room  for  all  the 
homeopathic  graduates  of  this  and  the  other  col- 
leges for  many,  many  years  to  come. 

Oh,  by  all  means,  send  a  few  thousand  of  our 
most  recent  homeopathic  (?)  graduates  to  South 
Africa,  or  to  any  other  old  sea-port  town  or  com- 
munity. It  will  make  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of 
Gold  all  the  better  picking  for  the  rest,  residue 
and  remainder  of  us  ex-country  and  slab-town 
doctors,  some  with,  but  most  without,  operative 
technique,  serum-therapy,  combination  tablets, 
microscopes  and  old-school  text-books.  Send  all 
the  young  men  and  women  of  the  last  five  years 
from  homeopathic  colleges  to  South  Africa. 
Certainly.  It  won't  matter  down  there  whether 
they  are  of  the  interiorly  educated  class,  of  Horn- 
er's suggestion,  or  any  other.  It  won't  make  any 
difference  in  Africa.  All  they  know  down  there 
is  how  to  sharpshoot  a  man  off  his  horse  incredible 
distances  away  ;  how  to  lead  a  proud  and  boastful 
nation  into  cunningly  contrived  ambushes,  strike 
them  with  a  pallid  terror,  and  almost  wipe  them 
off  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  people  of  that  be- 
nighted, sub-equatorial,  bewhiskercd  country, 
which  produced  old  Cronje,  and  Botha,  and  Chris- 
tian DeWet,  and  a  few  more  of  the  same  kind  of 
Cincinnati  (all  and  singular  of  whom  couldn't 
practice  medicine  in  one  of  our  proud  States. 
because  they  had  never  acquired  fine  manners, 
linen  trousers,  tabasco  sauce  and  a  handful  of 
gold  lace  and  academic  titles  in  a  crack  military 
school ;  who  had  never,  in  truth  seen  the  inside  of 
any  school  but  the  little  red  brick  during  the  win- 
ter months) — these  people  don't  know  much. 
Everything  goes  down  there,  in  Africa  ;  even  dul- 
ler with  his  uneaten  Christmas  dinner. 
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1 2th  Street,  New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are    made   by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Remedies  in  Gonorrheal  Ophthalmia. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Norton22.  Argentum  nit.- — I  have 
found  more  benefit  from  this  remedy  in  this  dis- 
ease than  from  any  other  drug.  A  profuse  puru- 
lent discharge,  great  swelling  of  the  lids,  intense 
chemosis,  and  with  commencing  haziness  of  the 
cornea,  will  often  be  beautifully  controlled  under 
this  remedy. 

Hepar. — Where  there  is  ulceration  of  the  cor- 
nea of  the  deep,  sloughing  variety,  and  especi- 
ally if  hypopyon  be  present.  It  has  also  the  swol- 
len lids,  chemosis  and  sensitiveness  of  the  eye  to 
touch.  The  purulent  secretion  seems  to  be  less 
profuse  and  not  as  yellow  as  that  of  argentum 
nit,  more  of  a  yellowish  white. 

Mercurius. — The  discharges  are  more  muco- 
purulent, thin  and  excoriating.  Not  so  much 
swelling  of  the  lids  or  chemosis.  More  in  the 
later  stages  of  the  disease. 

Calcarea  hypophos. — Extensive  ulceration  of 
the  cornea  with  a  tendency  to  slough  of  the  entire 
cornea,  in  old,  debilitated  patients  who  have  little 
vitality. 

Rhus  tox. — In  cases  where  the  lids  are  red 
and  cedematously  swollen,  profuse  flow  of  tears, 
discharges  thick  and  yellow. 

Petroleum. 

Dr.  Grantham-Hill33  reports  case  of  Miss  A. 
aged  seventeen.  For  two  years  prior  to  July, 
1902,  she  had  been  troubled  with  "  looseness  of 
the  bowels,"  four  or  five  movements  daily.  The 
stools  were  described  as  pappy  and  frequently 
slimy,  no  blood,  at  times  jelly-like,  painless,  but 
a  more  or  less  uncomfortable  sensation  in  the 
lower  abdomen  between  the  movements  of  the 
bowels.  The  first  movement  usually  occurred 
daily  at  11  a.  m.,  and  directly  after  the  midday 
meal,  and  then  usually  about  once  or  twice  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.  The  diarrhea  never  occurs 
after  6  p.  m.,  and  she  has  never  been  disturbed 
at  night  from  that  cause.  The  bowel  trouble  is 
always  much  worse  at  the  menstrual  period. 
She  also  suffers  from  a  chronic  catarrh  of  the 
nose ;  thick,  yellow,  bland  discharge.  A  more 
or  less  constant,  dry,  deep-sounding  cough, 
worse  at  night.  Inclined  to  perspire  at  night 
with  no  relief. 

The  patient,  a  blonde,  was  fairly  well  nour- 
ished. An  examination  of  the  lungs  gave  nega- 
tive results.  Mercurius  sol.  I2x  and  calc.  carb. 
12  later,  relieved  the  symptoms  slightly. 

Petroleum  3X  t.  d.  s.  was  then  prescribed, 
mainly  on  the  peculiar  symptom  "  diarrhea  in  the 
day-time  only,"  and  on  its  antipsoric  properties. 


A  month  later  patient  reported  freedom  from 
diarrhea  for  the  first  two  weeks,  but  at  the  onset 
of  monthly  period  the  former  condition  returned. 
Petroleum  30  t.  d.  s.  failed  to  alter  the  state  of 
affairs. 

September  4. — Petroleum  (crude)  mi.  t.  d.  s. 

November  1. — Patient  reported  that  diarrhea 
ceased  on  the  second  day  after  commencing  the 
medicine  and  there  has  been  no  further  return  of 
the  complaint.  She  can  now  eat  fruit  and  other 
articles  of  diet  which  were  formerly  "  forbidden 
fruit,"  with  impunity.  There  has  been  no  tend- 
ency at  the  monthly  period  for  the  trouble  to  re- 
turn. Nasal  catarrh  and  cough  also  much 
better. 

An  Intermittent  Fever  Case. 

Dr.  Frank  A.  Gustafson23,  reports  some  ex- 
cellent cases  that  were  cured  by  the  homeopathi- 
cally  selected  remedy.  Among  these,  he  men- 
tions the  case  of  a  farmer,  aged  36  years,  who 
had  suffered  for  three  weeks  from  intermit- 
tent fever  during  the  fall  of  1892.  After  he 
had  at  length  succeeded  in  "  breaking "  the 
fever,  it  is  presumed  by  quinine,  the  farmer 
realized  that  he  was  not  well,  and,  indeed,  had 
been  in  poor  health  up  until  the  time  of  consult- 
ing Dr.  Gustafson,  in  March  of  the  present  year. 
March  20th,  the  man  had  a  severe  chill,  with 
much  thirst  during  the  cold  stage,  aching  in  back, 
temperature  of  106°,  profuse  sweat,  severe  fron- 
tal headache  during  the  sweat.  Bryonia  6th  was 
prescribed.  The  morning  of  the  22d  he  had 
another  chill  at  seven  o'clock.  Then  the  doctor 
prescribed  eupatorium  perf.  3c.  March  24th,  he 
had  a  slight  return,  with  temperature  of  only 
102°.  March  26th,  he  had  a  chilly  sensation, 
without  rise  of  temperature.  This  ended  the 
attack. 


— An  exchange  (unidentified)  says  that  shav- 
ing was  once  among  the  duties  of  a  surgeon. 
Even  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  which  has 
just  closed  some  English  surgeons  were  sum- 
marily dismissed  the  Dutch  naval  service  for  re- 
fusing to  act  as  barbers  to  the  crews  of  their 
ships.  And  did  we  not  recently  read  of  certain 
naval  surgeons  in  the  United  States  Navy  being 
cashiered  summarily  because  they  refused  to 
take  the  log  and  cast  the  lead,  and  do  other 
menial  services  about  the  ship  ?  But  as  to  shav- 
ing being  a  former  and  now  forgotten  accom- 
plishment or  pre-requisite  of  surgeons,  we  may 
say  that  it  still  continues  the  custom  with  the 
modern  surgeon,  though  his  shaving  is  now  con- 
fined to  the  immediate  theater  of  operations,  and 
not  to  the  face  or  purse  of  his  patrons.  A  pictured 
view  of  an  operation  done  under  modern  anti- 
septic precautions  makes  it  look  as  if  the  sur- 
geon and  his  dapper  and  deft  assistants  had  their 
jaws  tied  up  for  toothache,  or  fractured  maxil- 
laries. 
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Thrombosis   of  the  Mesenteric    Vein  in   a   Girl 
Seven  Years  Old. 

BY    C.    A.     HALL,     M.  D.,    CLEVELAND,    OHIO. 
Surgeon  for  the  Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie  R.  R. 

On  account  of  the  comparative  in  frequency  of 
this  condition,  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  those  of 
my  profession  who  may  chance  to  read  this 
article. 

In  comparison  with  other  surgical  conditions 
of  the  intestinal  tract,  thrombosis  of  the  mesen- 
teric vessels  is  rare,  and  in  consequence  of  this 
infrequency  most  mistifying.  A  diagnosis  is 
rarely  ever  made  during  life,  or  at  least  previous 
to  operative  procedure.  This  condition  may 
occur  at  any  period  of  life,  but  is  most  frequently 
found  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and  sixty; 
therefore,  the  youth  of  our  patient  renders  this 
case  most  interesting  and  instructive. 

A.  Ernest  Mayland  reports,  in  the  British 
.Medical  Journal  of  November  16,  1901,  two 
cases  of  post-operative  thrombosis  of  the  mesen- 
teric vessels  followed  by  death.  One  in  a  case 
of  gastrojejunostomy,  and  the  other  following 
excision  of  one-half  of  the  thyroid  gland.  The 
symptoms  given  by  him  are  as  follows : 

First;  The  onset  of  intra-abdominal  pain, 
gradual  or  acute,  more  or  less  constant  and  pos- 
sibly of  a  colicky  nature. 

Second ;  No  tenderness  on  pressure,  no  disten- 
tion or  rigidity  in  the  early  stages. 

Third ;  Possibly  diarrhea  with  or  without 
blood. 

Fourth ;  Vomiting  but  not  of  the  acute  ob- 
structive character. 

Fifth ;  Rapidity  of  pulse  with  restlessness  and 
excitability. 

Sixth ;  Any  pre-existing  cardiac  or  vascular 
disease. 

He  says  that  he  has  carefully  searched  the 
literature  and  has  found  no  record  of  any  cases 
of  thrombosis  of  the  mesenteric  vein  following 
or  dependent  on  operation. 

Dr.  Leon  T.  DeWald  reports,  in  the  American 
Medical  Journal  of  January  2j,  1900,  a  case  of 
hemorrhagic  infarction  of  the  small  intestines  in 
a  drunken  man,  who  presented  symptoms  of  pul- 
monary emphysema  and  nephritis  following  a 
perforation  in  the  ileum.  The  thrombosis  was 
found  in  the  superior  mesenteric  artery. 

H.  Koster  describes  a  case  in  a  man  thirty-one 
years  old,   who  when   seen   had   violent   pains  in 


the  region  of  the  bladder,  accompanied  by  severe 
vomiting  and  signs  of  intestinal  obstruction.  At 
autopsy  the  inferior  mesenteric  vein  was  found 
thrombosed  to  a  great  extent  and  also  a  part  of 
the  superior  mesenteric  vein.  This  case  was 
preceded  by  an  attack  of  enterocolitis. 

Severs,  reports  a  patient  taken  suddenly  ill 
with  violent  pains  in  the  abdomen,  moderate 
meteorism,  nausea  and  slight  vomiting.  Death 
occurred  in  twenty-nine  hours  with  the  clinical 
picture  of  obstruction  and  collapse,  the  patient 
dying  before  hemorrhage  into  the  bowel  took 
place.     Superior  mesenteric  artery   involved. 

In  my  own  case,  Miss  II.,  aged  seven  years, 
was  taken  sick  on  August  2,  1903,  with  an  attack 
of  enterocolitis  (she  had  had  several  attacks  be- 
fore this),  accompanied  by  vomiting  of  persist- 
ent nature.  Diarrhea  continued  until  the  5th,  at 
which  time  it  ceased,  but  vomiting  still  con- 
tinued. There  was  no  distention  or  tenderness 
on  palpation,  no  straining  at  stool  or  passing  of 
blood,  the  abdomen  was  perfectly  flat  and  no 
signs  to  indicate  appendicular  trouble  or  a  condi- 
tion of  intussusception;  but  her  general  appear- 
ance showed  she  was  very  sick.  Her  features 
were  pinched,  the  expression  anxious,  the  eyes 
bloodshot,  and  she  was  vomiting  about  every 
half-hour. 

The  previous  history  of  the  case  was  given  to 
me  by  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  Archer  of 
Warren,  O.,  and  the  preceding  symptoms  are 
the  observations  taken  at  my  first  visit  Friday, 
August  7,  the  day  before  her  death.  On  account 
of  the  obstipation  of  the  bowels  at  that  time,  I 
suggested  a  high  enema  of  soap  suds  which 
seemed  to  give  her  great  relief,  although  very 
little  movement  followed.  The  same  was  re- 
peated in  two  hours  after  which  the  vomiting 
grew  less,  and  she  seemed  so  much  better  that  I 
returned  home.  Saturday  noon.  August  8,  I 
was  summoned  to  operate  as  patient  had  become 
very  much  worse  and  upon  arriving  at -her  bed- 
side found  her  condition  as  follows : 

Abdomen  very  flat,  slight  dullness  over  ap- 
pendix, countenance  very  anxious,  color,  slightly 
jaundiced,  sclera  of  eyes  yellow  and  bloodshot, 
breath  emitted  an  odor  of  decomposition. 

Laparotomy  was  performed  and  about  ten  feet 
of  small  intestine  was  examined  and  found  com- 
pletely collapsed  and  gangrenous.  The  little  pa- 
tient went  into  a  state  of  collapse  and  died 
shortly  after.  No  obstruction  of  the  bowel  was 
found. 
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The  primary  cause  of  idiopathic  thrombosis  is 
not  definitely  known  or  recognizable ;  but  accord- 
ing to  Jahrgang,  Growitz,  and  Pillet  there  seems 
to  be  some  pre-existing  intestinal  disease.  Pil- 
let suggests  the  existence  of  a  mycotic  intestinal 
trouble.  The  occlusion  may  begin  in  the  root  of 
the  vessel  or  in  the  peripheral  branches  and  ex- 
tend upwards.  The  symptoms  in  thrombosis  of 
both  artery  and  vein  are  practically  the  same.  It 
presents  itself  in  two  types,  that  of  intesti- 
nal hemorrhage,  and  that  of  intestinal  obstruc- 
tion. There  is  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the 
early  stages  up  to  the  time  of  paralysis  and 
necrosis  of  the  gut.  Vomiting  is  a  prominent 
symptom  as  is  the  case  in  all  obstructive  condi- 
tions of  the  bowels.  That  together  with  lack  of 
distention  and  tenderness  on  palpation  and  the 
other  symptoms  previously  given  present  a  typi- 
cal picture  of  mesenteric  thrombosis.  The  treat- 
ment is  essentially  surgical  and  the  prognosis 
depends  upon  the  location  of  the  thrombus  and 
the  extent  of  bowel  involved.  Resection  with 
some  one  of  the  methods  of  anastomosis  is  the 
proper  surgical  procedure ;  but  usually  on  ac- 
count of  the  weakened  condition  of  the  patient, 
enterostomy  is  the  operation  most  frequently 
performed 

In  the  International  Text-Book  of  Surgery,  I 
find  operations  performed  by  Elliott,  McCarthy, 
Franks,  Watson,  and  Cheever,  everyone  of  which 
was  a  laparotomy  without  the  condition  being 
previously  diagnosed,  and  all  resulted  fatally, 
except  one  case  operated  on  by  Elliott.  Franks 
resected  sixteen  inches  with  immediate  suture. 
Death  occurred  two  days  later  and  autopsy  re- 
vealed gangrene  below  the  line  of  suture. 

Elliott  resected  four  feet  in  a  man  twenty-five 
years  old  who  had  right  inguinal  hernia,  which 
ten  months  before  became  caught  in  the  ring 
and  was  reduced  with  difficulty.  On  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  patient,  the  mesentery  was 
united  and  the  open  intestine  was  stitched  to  the 
abdominal  wound.  Seventeen  days  later  the 
ends  of  the  bowels  were  stitched  together  and  the 
patient  made  a  slow  but  good  recovery. 

The  case  which  I  have  reported  is  unique  inas- 
much as  it  is  the  only  case  reported  in  a  child — 
the  others  having  reached  the  age  of  maturity. 
About  200  c.  c.  of  bowel  can  be  removed  and  the 
patient  stand  a  possible  chance  of  recovery,  al- 
though the  International  Text-Book  of  Surgery 
reports  twenty-two  feet  as  having  been  removed 
and  the  patient  recovered. 


Some  Nash  Cures.* 

Mr.  H.,  aged  forty-five  years,  stout  and  well 
built,  light  brown  hair  and  eyes.  Symptoms :  im- 
possibility of  voiding  the  urine,  although  there  is 
frequent  and  urgent  desire  to  do  so.  The  pain 
and  tenesmus  is  greatly  aggravated  when  lying, 
especially  on  the  back.  Is  much  ameliorated 
when  sitting  upright.  Bladder  geratly  dis- 
tended. Has  passed  no  urine  in  twenty-four 
hours.  For  the  first  time  in  fifteen  years  I  was 
unable  to  enter  the  bladder  with  any  kind  of  a 
catheter,  though  I  tried  several.  I  excused  my 
failure  by  saying  that  the  urethra  was  so  closed 
by  inflammation  that  we  would  have  to  give 
something  to  reduce  it,  when  we  would  try  again 
with  a  still  different  kind  of  catheter.  Believing 
in  the  power  of  remedies,  when  we  could  cover 
the  symptoms,  I  came  home  to  my  office  for  a 
hunt  for  the  simillimum.  Referring  to  Allen's 
Symptom  Register  (which,  by  the  way,  has 
guided  me  to  many  a  success)  I  was  led  to  the 
only  remedy  having  just  that  condition.  Symp- 
tom 683  reads :  "  The  urine  presses  only  while 
lying  upon  the  back  and  he  is  soon  obliged  to 
urinate,  not  when  lying  on  the  side."  This  is  an 
exception  to  the  general  modalities  of  puis, 
which  is  ameliorated  by  lying  on  the  back  and 
aggravated  by  lying  on  the  side.  Well,  that  was 
pretty  close,  but  it  had  never  been  recorded  as 
verified,  so  I  gave  it  not  with  the  greatest  confi- 
dence. Two  hours  afterwards  I  called  to  make 
another  attempt  to  catheterize  and  the  patient  lay 
upon  his  back  smiling  and  happy.  He  had 
passed  a  vessel  nearly  full  of  urine  within  a  half- 
hour  after  the  first  dose.  Of  course  one  swal- 
low does  not  make  a  summer  and  I  still  had 
doubts  as  to  whether  this  remedy  did  it;  but 
about  a  month  later  he  had  a  similar  attack  and 
the  same  remedy  promptly  relieved.  I  reported 
this  case  to  several  societies,  and  to  several  phy- 
sicians personally,  and  not  one  of  them  could 
name  the  remedy ;  but  the  next  time  I  met  Dr. 
Ad.  Lippe,  I  told  him  of  the  case  and  said, 
"What  did  I  give,  Doctor?"  "You  gave  te 
Pulsatilla,  py  Gott !  "  he  answered.  He  was 
right,  and  I  have  since  used  this  remedy  on  the 
same  indications  in  hypertrophied  prostate  with 
great  relief  and  long  lasting  benefit. 

In  18S3  I  came  across  this  peculiar  symptom 
in  a  case : 

"  Inclined  to  frequent  urination,  with  a  sensa- 

*  From  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  E.  B.  Nash,  before  the  Wash- 
ington Homeopathic    Medical  Society. 
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tion  of  heat  or  burning  in  the  urethra,  more  in 
the  middle  and  back  part  when  not  urinating." 
Several  remedies  were  tried  that  had  burning 
during  or  after  urinating  without  relief.  A  hunt 
for  the  remedy  again  by  means  of  Allen's  Symp- 
toms Register  led  me  to  symptoms  i>JJ  and  378 
of  staphisagria,  which  was  followed  by  prompt 
and  permanent  relief.  This  was  in  my  own  per- 
son, and  I  can  say  that  the  relief  following  the 
exhibition  of  the  remedy  was  as  grateful  to  me 
as  the  suffering  had  been  annoying,  for  I  had 
suffered  for  quite  a  long  time  before  I  struck  it. 

Miss  S.  C.  R.,  aged  thirty,  spare,  black  eyes 
and  hair,  has  had  for  a  long  time  severe,  painful 
cramps  in  the  soles  of  her  feet  only  while  walk- 
ing, especially  dancing.  She  had  also  foot-sweat 
for  years.  Cured  by  baryta  carb.  thus  verifying 
symptoms  552  and  558  Allen's  Encyclopedia. 

D.  \V.,  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  an 
active  and  hard-working  man.  gradually  gave 
out  (as  he  expressed  it)  and  became  unable  to 
work,  with  the  following  symptoms :  Feels  very 
weak,  stiffness  all  over,  aggravated  right  side, 
arm  and  leg.  Pain  in  right  hip  running  down 
leg,  all  were  felt  more  when  beginning  to  move, 
after  resting;  can  hardly  turn  over  in  bed  is  so 
stiff.  Thinks  he  is  in  part  paralyzed  in  the  right 
side;  appetite  poor,  stomach  distressed  if  he  eats 
more  than  just  a  little,  and  the  distress  comes  on 
four  or  five  hours  after  eating.  I  gave  rhus 
tox.,  but  no  relief  resulted.  He  had  one  more 
peculiar  symptom.  The  pains  in  the  limbs  are 
greatly  aggravated  after  every  meal.  I  re- 
marked :  "  Daniel,  does  your  stomach  go  clear 
down  into  your  legs?"  "Well,"  said  he,  "I 
don't  know,  but  I  do  know  that  my  limbs  ache  a 
great  deal  worse  for  hours  after  eating."  Again, 
Allen's  Register  led  to  the  remedy  that  promptly 
cured.  Symptom  434  Encyclopedia  reads,  "  The 
pains  in  the  limbs  seem  to  be  aggravated  after 
every  meal."  I  could  give  more  cases  of  the 
kind  but  fear  I  have  already  taxed  your  patience. 

— All  remedies  extensively  proven  have  many 
symptoms  that  may  be  found  under  other 
remedies,  and  these  symptoms  have  their  value 
as  showing  the  organ  or  location  upon  which 
they  act;  but  it  is  the  peculiar  kind  of  pain,  or 
the  concomitant,  or  modality  that  enables  us  to 
choose;  as  an  instance  of  the  kind  of  pain,  we 
have  pain  in  the  stomach  as  of  a  load  or  stone  in 
bryonia  ;  while  burning  pains  point  to  arsenic; 
bryonia  has  stitching  pains  in  chest ;  causticum 
sore  pains  in  coughing. — E.  B.  Nash,  M.  I). 


"  The  Prophylaxis  of  Dissolution." 

I'nder  this  peculiar  anil  unique  title  Mr.  O.  S. 
Haines,  of  Philadelphia,  the  popular  and  well- 
beloved  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in 
Hahnemann  College  of  that  city,  presented 
and  read  a  paper  before  the  Washington 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society  on  a  date  quite 
recent. 

Dr.  Haines  reviews  the  question  of  the  pos- 
sible dissolution  of  the  homeopathic  school  with 
masterly  touch  and  eloquent  phraseology;  but 
throughout  he  never  for  an  instant  loses  sight  of 
the  gravity  of  the  situation,  lie  points  out  in 
many  of  his  paragraphs  the  faults  which  have 
gained  mastery  in  the  teaching  now  the  vogue  in 
many  of  our  homeopathic  schools ;  in  other  para- 
graphs he  clearly  points  out  the  prophylaxis. 
For  instance,  he  says  : 

Mere  we  confront  you  with  a  matter  that 
concerns  the  whole  homeopathic  school.  A 
matter  that  concerns  the  future,  the  growth,  the 
perpetuation,  even  the  very  existence  of  our 
school  of  medicine.  It  is  a  matter  that  surely 
has  not  been  thoroughly  understood  nor  appre- 
ciated by  the  whole  school.  If  you  will  glance 
about  you  I  think  you  will  observe  in  some  quar- 
ters a  placid  indifference  as  to  whether  our 
school  keeps  or  is  dissipated.  In  other  direc- 
tions you  may  perceive  distinctly  the  evidences 
of  another  sentiment  which  cannot  be  better  ex- 
pressed than  by  the  sentence :  '  the  sooner,  the 
better."  Among  some  members  of  our  school 
the  feeling  is  very  strong  that  we  are  jeopardiz- 
ing our  future  outlook  by  a  neglect  of  the  study 
of  pathogenesy,  and  by  a  neglect  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  our  therapeutic  science. 
Unfortunately  it  is  only  too  apparent  that  the 
members  of  our  school  who  have  felt  this  way 
about  the  matter  have  either  manifested  a  strong 
disposition  to  keep  silent,  or  have  run  off  by 
themselves,  a.--  it  were,  so  that  their  influence  has 
not  leavened  the  whole  mass  of  the  profession, 
as  it  should  have  done.'' 

Dr.  1  [aines  then  gives  his  conception  of  the 
successful  homeopathic  physicians  of  the  future: 

"  First :   They   will   show  the  keenest   interest 
in  every  real  advance  of  modern  medicine.     Es 
pecially  will   the)    feel  an  interest  in  every  real 
improvement  in  either  physical,  chemical  or  bac 
teriological  diagnosis. 

"Secondly:  They  will  possess  cultivated,  dis- 
criminating minds.  They  will  he  quick  to  recog- 
nize  the   special   therapeutic   needs   k\    each   case. 
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They  will  know  that  every  case  does  not  need  a 
medicine. 

"Thirdly:  They  will  have  found  out,  for  them- 
selves, that  there  exists  no  better,  surer,  nor  more 
certain  method  of  selecting  curative  remedies  for 
those  who  need  drugs  to  cure  them  than  the  rule 
of  drug  selection  known  as  the  homeopathic  law. 
.  .  .  They  will  not  claim  for  similia  similibus 
curantur  the  position  of  an  infallible  law  of  cure, 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  every  case  of  illness,  and 
exempt  from  even  the  possibility  of  failure.  .  .  . 
They  say  that  it  is  the  best,  surest,  most  certain 
method  by  which  curative  remedies  may  be  se- 
lected for  those  cases  needing  drugs  to  cure  them. 
.  .  .  And  they  will  claim  that  homeopathic  prac- 
titioners will  have  found  out  for  themselves  that 
this  method  is  the  best  one  to  follow  in  actual 
practice." 

After  making  an  eloquent  plea  for  the  study 
of  drug  pathogenesy  as  the  basis  of  homeo- 
pathy, the  essayist  says : 

'  The  homeopathic  school  have  practically 
given  up  the  systematic  study  of  pathogenesy. 
They  have  taken  up  the  systematic  study  of 
many  other  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
but  pathogenesy  has  been  dropped,  save  in  the 
curriculum  of  the  colleges." 

That  seems  like  a  harsh  arraignment  of  the 
school,  but  who,  that  has  noted  with  critical  eye 
the  progress  (?)  of  modern  homeopathy,  has 
not  seen  the  threatened,  decadence  of  our  system 
of  medicine,  because  of  the  very  faults  pointed 
out  by  this  far-seeing  homeopath  and  teacher  in 
Old  Hahnemann  of  Philadelphia, — one  of  our 
really  good  homeopathic  schools.  Is  it  to  be 
wondered  that  Dr.  Haines  has  seen  what  others 
of  us,  who  are  not  selfishly  and  commercially  en- 
gulfed in  school  work,  but  honestly  fearful  of 
the  disappearance  of  our  school,  have  seen, 
should  give  speech  to  that  fear  in  the  following 
striking  lines : 

"  Our  school  must  cease  to  exist  as  a  distinct 
school  of  therapeutics  unless  we  adopt,  without 
delay,  the  prophylaxis  of  dissolution.  We  see 
but  little  hope  for  homeopathy  in  the  future,  be- 
cause so  few  of  its  coming  adherents  are  willing 
to  take  up  the  study  of  pathogenesy,  which  is 
the  foundation  of  a  knowledge  of  materia  med- 
ica.  .  .  . 

"  It  will  not  matter  how  many  hospitals  we 
have,  nor  how  many  colleges,  nor  that  we  have 
fifteen  thousand  practitioners  enrolled  under  the 
banner   of  similia.      The   homeopathic   school   is 


based  upon  the  single  fact  that  the  method  of 
drug  selection  expressed  by  similia,  is  the  best 
method  known ;  the  method  of  greatest  utility  in 
practice.  In  order  that  one  may  practice  ac- 
cording to  this  method,  he  must  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  drugs 
upon  the  human  system  in  health.  The  homeo- 
pathic system  of  therapeutics  was  founded  and 
grew  upon  the  study  of  pathogenesy.  It  has 
reached  its  second  century  of  success  because  of 
this  study.  It  will  die,  simply  because  of  the 
gradual  cessation  of  this  study  among  its  pro- 
fessed adherents.  .  .  . 

"  There  is  not  the  slightest  danger  of  the  ho- 
meopathic school  being  killed.  It  has  withstood 
every  method  of  attack.  .  .  . 

"  No,  it  cannot  be  killed,  but  it  may  die !  No- 
thing remains  long  at  a  standstill.  Everything 
must  either  advance  or  retrograde.  Dissolution 
begins  where  growth  ceases ;  and  the  growth 
that  determines  the  stability  of  either  a  nation  or 
of  a  school  of  medicine  is  the  growth  of  the  indi- 
viduals composing  it,  not  the  growth  numerical, 
but  the  growth  integral.  The  advance  in 
strength,  in  ability,  in  power  to  do." 

Now  read  and  ponder  carefully  the  queries 
following : 

"  Why  is  it  so  very  difficult  to-day  to  awaken 
in  the  average  young  homeopathic  practitioner 
an  interest  in  the  systematic  study  of  pathogen- 
esis and  materia  medica  ?  Why  does  he  shrug 
his  shoulders  and  laughingly  reply :  '  I  have 
not  the  time,  it  is  so  difficult.'  Has  he  found  an 
easier  and  a  better  way  by  which  curative  drugs 
may  be  selected  ?  Is  there  a  better  and  an  easier 
way?  Is  there  a  surer  way  of  selecting  curative 
remedies  for  the  sick  who  need  remedies? 

"  Why  is  it  more  difficult  to-day  to  find  one 
well-equipped,  earnest,  competent  teacher  of 
materia  medica,  than  it  is  to  find  one  dozen  sat- 
isfactorily equipped  teachers  of  any  other  branch 
or  specialty  of  medicine  or  surgery  ? 

"Why  is  it  that  the  consultant  of  to-day  almost 
invariably  finds  that  the  attending  physician  hav- 
ing tried  and  found  wanting  several  remedies 
selected,  we  are  told,  by  the  method  of  similia, 
has  abandoned  that  method  and  is  selecting  his 
remedial  measures  by  another  method  than  si- 
milia? 

"  Why  is  it  that  in  the  discussions  of  our  med- 
ical societies,  we  hear  so  much  laudation  of  rem- 
edial measures  selected  by  other  methods  than 
similia,  and  so  little  commendation  of  the  meas- 
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ures  which  similia  has  furnished?  Why  has 
empirical  prescribing  taken  the  place  of  the 
method  of  similia? 

"  The  answer  to  every  one  of  these  questions 
is  the  same.  The  homeopathic  profession  has 
abandoned  the  study  of  pathogenesy  and  materia 
medica.  It  has  abandoned  it  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  average  young  practitioner  does  not 
know  to-dav  that  the  method  of  drug  selection, 
which  is  the  basis  of  our  school,  is  the  best  and 
surest  method.  He  thinks  remedies  selected  em- 
pirically, or  upon  hearsay,  are  more  certain.  He 
thinks  it  is  easier  and  more  certain  to  treat  his 
cases  experimentally  than  according  to  a  definite 
law  or  rule  of  drug  selection,  based  upon  the 
positive  effects  of  drugs  on  healthy  humans.  He 
thinks  that  hygiene,  surgery,  and  the  vis-medi- 
catrix  naturae  are  dead-sure  things,  while  the 
curative  action  of  the  homeopathic  remedy  is 
something  quite  uncertain  and  unreliable." 

Who  should  know  better  what  is  going  on  in 
the  halls  of  homeopathic  learning  than  this  ear- 
nest man  and  teacher,  who  speaks  now,  and  in 
this  unmistakable  way,  from  no  pique  of  dis- 
appointed office  holding,  from  no  ex-professor- 
ship, from  no  disgruntlement  of  any  other  sort 
whatsoever, — who  speaks  only  in  the  hope  of 
staying  the  downward  trend  of  our  modern  ho- 
meopath}-. 

The  following  paragraph  in  relation  to  our 
homeopathic  periodicals  is  timely,  and  coming 
from  Dr.  Haines  and  not  from  ourself,  must  be 
regarded  with  due  seriousness  and  in  all  the  so- 
berness of  truth.  We  have  said  this  same  thing 
a  number  of  times,  but  realized  the  lack  of  im- 
portance which  would  be  attached  to  our  state- 
ment— because  we  are  of  the  homeopathic  peri- 
odical class,  and  hence,  chargeable  with  envy  or 
jealousy,  or  worse  motives.  But  Dr.  Haines 
speaks  merely  from  the  fullness  of  his  knowl- 
edge, gently  but  earnestly : 

"  I  pore  over  the  majority  of  our  periodical 
literature  every  month.  Our  magazines  are  as 
good  as  the  magazines  of  any  other  school  as  a 
class — in  so  far  as  the  treatment  of  scientific 
subjects  of  general  interest  to  the  profession  is 
concerned.  But  when  you  come  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  distinct  principles  and  methods  which 
give  our  school  an  excuse  for  its  separate  exist- 
ence, they  are  not  all  satisfactory.  Some  journals 
do  not  contain  half  a  dozen  articles  a  year  rela- 
tive to  the  principles  or  the  art  of  homeopathic 
prescribing;  and  in  some  of  them  an  article  that 


indicates  original  study  or  research,  or  even 
thought  upon  pathogenetic  effects,  or  materia 
medica,  or  therapeutics,  is  as  unusual  and  as  sur- 
prising as  a  dividend  from  a  gold  mine  stock." 

Note  also  how  this  broad-gauged,  thorough- 
going homeopath  views  the  question  of  the  pos- 
sible amalgamation  of  the  schools : 

"  Quite  a  proportion  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  feel  to-day  that  there  is  really 
no  reasonable  excuse  for  the  separate  existence 
of  our  school  as  a  sectarian  medical  body ;  feel- 
ing this  way,  and  not  from  any  ulterior  motives 
they  urge  the  coalescing  of  the  different  schools. 
The)  have  seen  the  lack  of  original  work,  the 
lack  of  any  radical  advance  in  our  therapeutic 
methods  from  year  to  year,  and  the  increasing- 
interest  of  our  school  in  all  other  directions,  save 
the  one  distinctive  feature  of  our  own — the 
proving  of  drugs  and  the  application  of  patho- 
genesy; and  they,  therefore,  say:  '  You  evidently 
have  found  that  your  method  of  applying  drugs 
is  simply  one  rule  of  many  that  you  have  learned 
to  follow  ;  why  insist  that  this  one  method  that 
you  use  so  seldom,  and  have  not  elaborated  to 
the  position  of  a  method  that  can  supersede  other 
methods — why  insist  that  this  one  method  justi- 
fies the  assumption  of  a  sectarian  attitude  or 
position?  Come  and  join  us,  and,  dropping  all 
distinctive  or  sectarian  positions,  be  simply  phy- 
sicians— using  all  that  is  likely  to  be  of  service 
to  suffering  humanity.'  I  say  that  the  motives 
which  actuate  many  of  these  in  favor  of  amal- 
gamation are  rational  and  pure  motives.  We  de- 
serve the  rebuke  that  is  conveyed  in  the  invita- 
tion to  cease  talking  about  the  value  of  that 
which  we  regard  so  lightly,  and  be  simply  what 
we  are — physicians  practising  medicine  accord- 
ing to  any  therapeutic  method  which  promises  to 
be  effective." 

After  describing  how  best  to  interest  the  stu- 
dent in  the  study  of  drug  pathogenesy" — giving 
a  top  place  to  Hughes'  Cyclopaedia  of  Drug 
Pathogenesy — and  discussing  the  value  of  much 
that  goes  for  homeopathic  materia  medica  study 
in  our  modern  homeopathic  schools,  and  devot- 
ing several  paragraphs  to  the  individuality  of  the 
remedy,  he  says : 

"  I  think  as  one  goes  on  in  such  a  study  he 
gradually  absorbs  the  idea  of  a  drug's  action  in 
health.  He  learns  its  selective  spheres  of  activ- 
ity ;  he  learns  what  changes  it  produces  in  these 
spheres;  he  learns  the  phenomena  which  accom- 
pany  its  effects;   he   distinguishes   those  symp- 
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toms  which  recur  oftenest  in  each  sphere  of 
action,  as  well  as  those  which  recur  in  several  or 
many  spheres  of  its  action ;  he  gradually  per- 
ceives its  individuality.  What  he  has  missed  or 
failed  to  observe  the  materia  medicas  call  atten- 
tion to ;  and,  from  his  studies,  he  can  readily  ap- 
preciate the  accuracy  of  these  observations  of 
other  students. 

"  Some  men  have  the  ability  after  such  study 
to  picture,  in  words,  the  individual  and  peculiar 
features  of  a  drug's  action,  so  that  it  stands  out 
distinct  from  all  its  kind.  These  word-pictures 
are  very  distinct  to  them.  They  are  tolerably 
distinct  to  all  those  who  have  followed  the  rem- 
edy through  its  gross  physiological  effects  up  to 
its  finer  symptomatic  expressions.  They  are  as 
Greek  to  the  man  who  has  never  studied  the 
drug  in  some  such  systematic  way;  even,  I  might 
say,  ludicrous  reading  to  such  a  man." 

All  of  which  he  concludes  with  the  following 
statement : 

"  This  is  the  prophylaxis  of  dissolution :  The 
general  awakening  of  the  entire  homeopathic 
profession  to  the  vital  necessity  of  a  systematic 
study  of  pathogenesis  and  materia  medica,  and 
the  loyal  allegiance  of  every  alumnus  to  his  alma 
mater  and  to  homeopathic  institutions,  wherever 
these  may  be.  Unless  the  prophylactic  be  recog- 
nized and  put  into  operation  without  delay,  dis- 
solution of  the  school  is  inevitable." 

Aye,  truly,  and  more's  the  pity ! 

It  is  refreshing  as  water  to  a  foot-sore,  sun- 
blinded,  thirsty  traveler  on  the  sterile  shores  of 
the  Red  Sea,  to  read  what  this  homeopathy- 
lover  and  fearless  student  has  had  to  say  respect- 
ing the  grave  dangers  which  hedge  us  on  every 
side.  As  we  have  intimated,  it  comes  with  rare 
value  from  this  able  teacher  in  a  homeopathic 
college,  for  he  cannot  consistently  be  charged 
with  motives  other  than  the  noblest  when  he  so 
writes  and  so  talks. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  have  found  so  notable  a 
second  to  our  frequent  portrayals  of  this  self- 
same danger.  We  hope  the  colleges  which  are 
at  fault,  together  with  those  who  read  these  ex- 
cerpta,  and  all  those  others  who  have  the  good 
fortune  to  read  Dr.  Haines'  paper  in  extenso, 
will  take  his  warnings  to  heart,  and  endeavor 
to  profit  by  the  things  he  has  so  vividly  depicted. 
An  occasional  paper  of  this  kind,  by  men  of  his 
celebrity,  integrity,  and  foresight,  will  do  much 
to  stem  the  tide  of  unhomeopathic  doctrine 
which  threatens  all  that  remains  of  the  good  and 
the  true  in  the  old  homeopathy. 


The  Medical  Expert  as  a  Witness. 

BY   W.    R.    RIDDELL,    ESQ.,    K.  C,   TORONTO. 

I  do  not  have  the  honor  of  being  a  doctor  of 
medicine,  nor  do  I  practise  medicine  (for  which 
I  duly  offer  up  thanksgiving  every  day  of  my 
life),  but  I  had  the  good  fortune  during  my 
earlier  years  to  study  medicine  for  a  short  time 
in  the  same  office  as  my  friend,  Dr.  Powell ;  and 
that  has  given  me  an  interest  in  medical  subjects 
and  in  medical  men  which  I  have  never  lost,  and 
which  I  trust  I  never  shall  lose. 

The  very  interesting  paper  of  Dr.  McKenzie 
just  read,  and  the  still  more  interesting  discus- 
sion which  followed,  struck  me  as  I  sat  on  the 
platform  as  furnishing  a  strong  illustration  of 
what  Herbert  Spencer  and  the  evolutionists  call 
differentiation,  and  the  advance  and  evolution 
from  the  homogeneous  to  the  heterogeneous. 
Now,  when  I  studied  medicine  there  was  no  such 
difficulty  about  diphtheria  as  there  is  now.  The 
diagnosis,  the  treatment,  the  prognosis  were  per- 
fectly simple.  If  the  neighbors'  children  had  a 
sore  throat  and  died,  and  my  child  had  a  sore 
throat,  then  it  was  diphtheria.  If  they  had  not 
died  of  sore  throat,  then  it  was  not  diphtheria. 
The  treatment,  too,  was  perfectly  simple.  Once 
a  case  is  diagnosed  as  diphtheria — take  a  stick 
about  six  inches  long  with  a  piece  of  cotton  rag 
more  or  less  clean  (they  had  no  antiseptic  or 
aseptic  methods  in  those  days)  tied  around  one 
end  of  the  stick,  and  make  it  tight  with  thread, 
No.  30  preferred ;  dip  that  into  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  and  swab  out  the  throat.  That 
was  the  treatment,  and  the  only  treatment. 
Prognosis,  too,  was  certain.  Repeat  that  treat- 
ment. If  the  child  gets  better,  it  probably  will 
not  die.  If  it  takes  a  turn  for  the  worse  and  dies, 
then  the  case  is  hopeless.  There  were  no  cul- 
tures in  those  days.  They  had  beef  tea,  indeed, 
but  it  was  used  for  feeding  the  patient,  not  the 
bacteria.  They  had  nothing  in  the  way  of  incu- 
bators and  the  like  that  you  put  into  your  waist- 
coat pockets,  or  into  the  axilla  of  the  patient  in 
order  to  develop  bacteria.  There  wras  then  no 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  diagnosis,  treatment, 
prognosis.  Now,  I  see  no  two  medical  men  seem 
to  be  able  to  agree  except  on  this  point :  "  If  you 
get  a  really  costly  medicine,  the  more  of  it  you 
administer  the  better  the  result." 

In  the  English  language  the  adjective  has 
three  degrees  of  comparison :  The  positive,  the 
comparative,  and  the  superlative.  The  noun 
substantive,   with   the  exception   of  a   very   few 
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words,  has  nothing  of  the  kind.  One  of  the 
these  exceptions  is  the  useful  and  expressive 
word   "  liar."      There  are  three   kinds   of   liars  : 

there  is  the  liar,  the  d d  liar,  and  the  expert 

witness.  Now,  that  jibe,  that  proverb,  derives 
most  of  its  vogue  from  the  medical  witness. 
And  there  is  a  modicum  of  truth  concealed  in  it 
although  when  one  considers  what  it  means,  and 
what  it  implies,  and  considers  what  a  medical 
witness,  as  a  rule,  is,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
grossly  extravagant  and  grossly  unjust. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  witnesses  :  the  common 
witness,  who  speaks  as  a  matter  of  fact  :  the  ex- 
pert witness,  who  speaks  as  to  a  matter  of  opin- 
ion ;  and  when  we  remember  that  an  expert  wit- 
ness is  only  such  when  he  is  speaking  as  to  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  that  in  the  case  of  opin- 
ions there  are,  and  always  have  been,  and  always 
will  be,  differences,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that 
expert  witnesses  do  not  agree  in  their  testimo 

Concerning  opinions  there  is  constant  disput- 
ing ;  and  it  is  not  doctors  alone  who  are  con- 
stantly disputing.  Take  the  clergy;  the  odium 
theologicum  is  worse  than  the  odium  medicum, 
and  the  odium  forensicum,  and  both  of  these, 
God  knows,  are  bad  enough.  The  clergy  of  one 
church  believe  that  the  theology  of  another 
church  is  based  upon  error,  and  they  know  that 
the  opinions  of  the  clergy  of  that  other  church 
are  wrong.  Members  of  my  church  know  that 
they  are  right,  and  the  other  fellows  are  all 
wrong.  Orthodoxy  is  my  doxy;  heterodoxy  is 
your  doxy.  Lawyers  do  not  agree,  even  when 
they  are  put  on  the  Bench.  Occasionally  a  law- 
yer is  put  on  the  Bench ;  it  is  not  always  the  case, 
but  still  those  who  are  lawyers  are  put  there.  I 
have  in  my  mind  more  than  one  case  of  pure  law, 
not  matters  of  fact  at  all,  but  matters  of  opinion, 
where  one  court  has  given  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  this  has  been  reversed  by  the  next 
court,  that  again  reversed,  and  then  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  this  last  was  again  reversed.  The 
only  reason,  perhaps,  this  was  not  reversed  again 
was  because  there  was  no  other  court  to  go  to. 
Politicians — people  generally — do  not  agree  in 
their  opinions.  Over  there  in  the  adjoining  Park 
in  the  Legislative  Assembly  this  afternoon  they 
will  be  discussing  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  if  you 
will  give  me  a  list  of  the  people  who  are  going 
to  vote,  if  you  tell  me  their  names,  I  will  tell 
you  the  majority  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Opin- 
ions must  necessarily  differ,  and  therefore  it  is 
that  the  expert  witness  who  is  called   upon  to 


swear,   not    to   a   matter  of    fact    at   all,  but   to  a 
matter  of  opinion,  almost  as  a  matt  mrse 

differs  from  another  expert  witness. 

Now,  you  will  say  that  I  am  traveling  very 
wide  from  my  subject,  but  that  is  not  realh 
as  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show  you  in  a  few  min- 
utes. What  is  the  object  of  a  court?  What  is 
the  witness  in  the  box  for?  What  are  courts 
of  justice  kept  up  for?  They  are  kept  up  for 
determining  facts,  in  the  first  place,  and  then 
applying  tin  law  to  those  facts  so  found;  the 
judge  applies  the  law,  the  facts  are  found  by  a 
jury,  or  by  a  judge  sitting  instead  of  a  jury — 
and  I  shall  for  convenience  use  tin-  word  "  jury  " 
instead  of  judge  sitting  for  a  jury.  The  facts 
so  to  be  found  by  the  jury  are  not  to  be  found 
by  them  from  their  own  knowledge.  In  the  jury 
box,  as  everywhere  vise,  one  is  entitled  to  use 
common  knowledge,  that  is,  what  everybody  is 
supposed  to  know.  Everybody  is  supposed  to 
know  that  we  have  night  and  day,  there  are 
seven  days  in  the  week,  that  water  is  wet,  and 
fire  will  burn,  and  that  when  medical  men  get 
together  at  dinner  they  have  a  good  time.  I 
Wi  m't  say  anything  further  on  the  latter  matter, 
lest  it  might  lead  to  painful  misapprehension-. 
A  juryman  or  a  judge  has  no  right  to  found  a 
verdict  upon  his  own  knowledge  of  facts.  He 
determines  the  facts  upon  the  evidence  given  in 
the  witness  box  and  by  the  witnesses  ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  that  the  witness  is  probably  the  most 
important  man  in  the  court  of  justice  after  all, 
although  you  will  find  difficulty  in  convincing 
the  unhappy  litigant  of  that. 

What  is  the  object  of  cross-examination?  It 
is  to  determine  two  things.  The  object  ulti- 
mately is  the  truth,  and  that  is  determined  in 
two  ways:  finding  out  first  of  all  how  near  the 
witness  is  trying  to  tell  the  truth,  and  secondly, 
how  far  he  is  worthy  of  belief  even  if  he  is  try- 
ing: to  tell  the  truth.  Now,  both  of  these  two 
matters  must  be  considered.  A  man  may  be 
perfectly  truthful,  telling  what  he  believes  to  be 
tin  ,  .act  truth,  and  by  reason  of  his  want  of 
capacity,  or  by  reason  of  some  idiosyncrasy, 
which  can  only  be  determined  by  careful  inves- 
lion,  he  is  not  succeeding  in  telling  the  truth. 

Again,  the  value  of  the  evidence  of  a  witi 
lends  upon  a  number  of  things.  In  the  first 
plaew  it  depends  upon  the  opportunity  which 
the  witness  has  had  to  investigate  the  matters 
concerning  which  he  is  giving  evidence.  This  is 
the  case  with  the  common  witness  as  well  as  the 
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expert  witness.  I  have  heard  medical  men 
swear  (I  have  never  heard  medical  men  say  it 
outside  of  the  witness  box)  that  a  man  who  has 
examined  a  patient  once  will  have  as  good  an 
idea  of  the  extent  of  his  injuries,  and  the  prob- 
abilities of  his  making  a  rapid  recovery,  as  the 
man  who  has  been  with  him  from  the  time  the 
injury  took  place,  who  has  waited  upon  him, 
prescribed  for  him  over  and  over  again,  who 
has  joyed  over  him  when  he  has  shown  signs  of 
recovery,  and  whose  heart  has  gone  down  as  his 
patient's  health  has  gone  down.  However  that 
may  be,  the  means  of  observation  which  a  wit- 
ness has  is  the  first  thing  of  importance.  The 
second  thing  is  his  capacity  to  observe,  his  ca- 
pacity to  form  an  opinion,  his  capacity  to  under- 
stand what  he  sees.  That  is  a  matter  largely  of 
education  and  experience. 

Again,  the  value  of  the  testimony  depends  upon 
a  man's  memory — how  accurate  is  a  person? 
how  retentive  is  his  memory?  does  he  remember 
what  he  thinks  he  remembers?  Is  it  the  fact 
that  he  is  telling  the  truth  concerning  something 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  past?  Another  thing 
is  his  capacity  to  say  what  he  means.  You  may 
think  that  is  an  extraordinary  statement ;  it  is 
not.  Xo  man  who  has  been  much  in  a  court  of 
justice  but  will  agree  with  me  in  this.  '  Not  one 
man  in  twenty  appreciates  the  value  of  an  accu- 
rate use  of  the  English  language.  Not  one  man 
in  twenty  can  express  exactly  what  he  means  so 
that  there  cannot  be  any  mistake  about  what  he 
does  mean.  The  capacity  to  express  one's 
thoughts,  the  ability  to  put  in  words  and  in  de- 
cent English  what  it  is  desired  to  convey,  is 
another  thing  upon  which  the  value  of  a  wit- 
ness's testimony  depends. 

Another  thing  is  his  honesty.  Medical  wit- 
nesses are  generally  honest.  The  medical  man 
who  will  allow  himself  to  be  approached,  and 
who  will  give  evidence  contrary  to  fact  or  con- 
trary to  his  real  opinion,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  plaintiff  to  get  a  larger  verdict  out  of 
a  railway  company  is  as  much  a  thief,  is  as  much 
a  criminal,  and  should  be  behind  the  bars  just  as 
truly,  as  a  man  who  opens  a  bank  with  dyna- 
mite. 

Now,  the  object  of  cross-examination  is  to 
determine  how  far  is  the  man's  testimony  to  be 
relied  upon,  how  far  is  what  he  is  stating  the 
actual  fact.  I  remember  once  defending  a  man 
and  woman  for  murder.  A  very  graphic  de- 
scription was  given  by  a  young  girl  about  thir- 


teen or  fourteen  years  of  age  of  a  whole  series 
of  circumstances,  which  she  detailed  so  well  and 
vividly  that  one  could  see  that  they  led  to  an  ir- 
resistible conclusion,  that  the  man  and  woman  in 
the  dock  were  guilty  of  murder.  I  cross-exam- 
ined at  some  length  and  with  some  care.  Her 
story  wavered.  Each  time  we  approached  the 
story  from  a  different  point  of  view  it  changed. 
One  little  circumstance  was  modified,  and  little 
contradictions  began  to  appear.  By  a  little  care- 
ful leading,  or  perhaps  by  a  good  deal  of  care- 
ful leading,  she  began  contradicting  her  story 
in  important  points.  Before  the  cross-examina- 
tion was  through  she  had  contradicted  her  whole 
story,  and  that  not  by  inadvertence,  but  of  in- 
tention. She  had  yielded  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  stronger  mind.  She  had  been  living  for 
three  months  in  the  home  of  a  well-known  en- 
emy of  the  prisoners.  The  judge  discharged 
the  prisoners,  and  would  not  allow  the  matter 
to  go  to  the  jury.  I  was  asked  by  a  clergy- 
man ten  minutes  after  the  acquittal,  "  How  could 
you  get  that  girl  to  lie  the  way  she  did ;  did 
you  think  it  was  honest  or  right  to  ask  her 
those  questions?"  I  answered,  ''  Yes,  eter- 
nally so."  He  said,  "  Why !  you  knew  she 
was  telling  what  was  not  true  ?  "  '  Yes,  but 
I  wanted  the  jury  to  see  that  the  girl  had  a 
mind  of  such  a  character  as  to  yield  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  stronger  mind — that  she  would  al- 
low to  be  instilled  into  her  brain  thoughts  which 
had  never  been  there,  and  thoughts  which  ought 
not  to  be  there,  thus  showing  that  she  was  easily 
influenced."  Then,  taking  the  fact  that  she  had 
been  in  the  house  of  a  well-known  enemy  of  the 
accused  for  two  or  three  months,  the  danger  of 
allowing  such  evidence  to  procure  a  conviction 
was  obvious. 

I  say,  cross-examination  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  weapons  for  arriving  at  the  truth, 
and  I  speak  of  it  because  there  is,  at  the  present 
time,  a  feeling  in  some  quarters  against  cross- 
examination.  Take  some  of  those  very  papers 
which  are  now  crying  out  against  cross-exam- 
ination, and  let  anybody  charge  them  with  libel : 
and  let  that  person  be  put  in  the  witness  box  in 
order  to  give  evidence  against  them,  and  they 
will  be  the  very  first  person  to  say.  "  It  is  the 
duty  of  a  counsel  to  test  in  every  possible  way 
how  far  the  witness  is  trying  to  tell  the  truth, 
and  how  far  the  witness  is  succeeding  in  telling 
the  truth."  Of  course,  this  will  lead  to  inquiry 
into  matters  apparently  irrelevant,  but  all  proper 
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cross-examination  is  directed  to  the  sifting  of 
opportunity,  capacity,  honesty. 

Now,  a  witness  has  two  duties.  I  suppose 
that  probably  will  be  news  to  you.  I  do  not 
think  you  will  find  this  in  any  of  the  books  oi 
medical  jurisprudence.  I  don't  think  you  will 
find  it  in  any  book  of  any  kind— but  I  am  not  a 
man  of  theory,  I  am  a  man  of  practice.  My  pro- 
fession calls  upon  me,  and  I  am  employed  to 
get  verdicts,  if  I  can;  that  is  my  life-work,  and 
I  propose  to  get  verdicts  by  every  honorable 
means,  and  I  don't  care  one  rap  for  theory. 
Your  books  tell  you  the  witness  has  got  only  one 
duty,  that  is,  to  stand  up  there  and  tell  the  truth. 
That  is  grossly  wrong-.  I  have  heard  witnesses 
tell  the  truth  in  the  witness  box  and  nobody  be- 
lieved them.  A  witness  has  more  than  one  duty. 
In  addition  to  actually  telling  the  truth,  a  wit- 
ness owes  it  to  himself  and  to  his  position  to 
tell  the  truth  in  such  a  way  that  the  jury  and 
spectators  will  believe  him.  Your  text-books 
tell  you,  "  Go  into  the  witness  box  and  answer 
the  questions  truly,  and  then  leave  the  witnesi 
box  secure  in  the  approval  of  your  own  con- 
science." I  say,  however,  that  not  only  should  a 
witness  tell  the  truth,  but  he  should  tell  the  truth 
in  such  a  way  as  that  people  will  believe  him — 
and  that,  after  all,  is  the  main  object  of  a  wit- 
ness— to  say  something  which  will  be  believed 
and  have  an  effect  upon  the  verdict. 

Now,  that  leads  me  a  little  further.  A  wit- 
ness box  is  no  place  for  frivolity.  A  witness  box 
is  no  place  for  jesting  or  trifling.  The  man 
who  has  taken  an  oath  to  tell  the  truth  is  under 
a  serious  obligation,  and  that  obligation  he  ought 
to  have  in  his  mind  before  he  goes  into  the  wit- 
ness box.  Those  are  commonplaces,  perhaps, 
to  you,  but  none  the  less  they  are  exceedingly 
important.  If  a  man  is  going  to  be  a  witness, 
it  is  his  duty  to  prepare  himself  by  finding  out 
all  the  facts  concerning  which  he  is  likely  to  be 
asked.  An  expert  witness  who  is  going  to  be 
asked  about  his  opinion  ought  to  prepare  him- 
self with  authorities  backing  up  his  opinion; 
he  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  justify  his  opinion 
to  the  very  utmost,  because  if  the  cross-exam- 
ining lawyer  is  worth  his  salt  that  opinion  may 
be  severely  tested.  Physical  preparation  is  n<  >t 
out  of  place.  An  important  medical  witness 
being  cross-examined  by  a  lawyer  who  under- 
stands his  business,  has  a  physical  strain  put 
upon  him  which  is  not  light.  The  lawyer  feels 
it,  but  it  is  his  business,  he  is  at  it  every  day. 


but  the  witness  has  an  unaccustomed  physical 
strain,  and  therefore  « mic  going  into  the  witness 
box  ctiglit  to  see  to  it  that  he  is  as  far  as  possible 
physically  lit.  One's  personal  appearance  is  not 
unimportant.  The  man  who  is  decently  and 
properly  dressed  will  receive  more  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  the  judge,  and  at  the  hands  of 
the  jury,  than  the  fop,  or  the  sloven.  The  med- 
ical profession  never  stood  higher  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  people  than  when  they  had  their 
distinctive  garb  of  the  furred  robe,  the  cap,  ami 
with  this  the  gold-headed  cane.  The  judges  are 
wise  in  their  day  and  generation  when  they  insist 
on  lawyers  wearing  the  gown  and  being  prop- 
erly clothed  in  court.  The  rule  of  old  Polonius 
still  stands  good  : 

"  Costly  thy  habit  as  thy  purse  can  buy, 

But  not  expressed  in  fancy  ;  rich,  not  gaudy  : 
For  the  apparel  oft  proclaims  the  man." 

These  are  preparations,  things  you  consider 
before  you  go  into  the  witness  box ;  matters 
which  will,  or  may,  bear  upon  the  value  of  your 
testimony.  They  won't  help  you  to  tell  the 
truth,  but  none  of  them  will  hurt  you  in  the 
slightest  degree.  All  will  assist  you  in  that  im- 
portant matter,  i.  c,  making  the  truth  tell. 
.  Then  in  the  witness  box  I  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  laying  down  for  solicitors  rules  which 
will  look  almost  absurd  to  you  when  I  mention 
them,  hut  rules  which  in  themselves  have  a  wide 
usefulness,  and  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  by 
every  witness.  One-third  of  the  time  of  trial 
courts  is  taken  up  with  perfectly  useless  blather 
— not  only  useless  in  itself,  but  doing  harm  in 
beclouding  proper  evidence,  in  belittling  the 
other  parts  of  the  case  which  ought  to  receive 
attention.  Now,  while  judges  sometimes,  and 
lawyers  oftcner,  arc  responsible  for  that,  to  a 
great  extent  witnesses  are  also  responsible  for 
that  in  no  few  cases. 

First,  do  not  answer  a  question  until  you  un- 
derstand it.  Now,  that  seems  silly.  Go  into  a 
court  room  and  listen  to  a  trial;  you  will  find 
witnesses  persist  in  answering  something  they 
are  not  asked,  and  in  not  answering  what  they 
are  asked.  If  in  the  witness  box  you  do 
not  understand  thy  question,  or  if  the  quest] 
is  complicated,  you  have  a  right  to  have  the 
question  put  in  such  a  shape  as  that  you  do 
understand  it.  and  to  have  it  put  in  such  a  shape 
as  that  vou  can  answer  it  without  deviating 
from  the  strict  line  of  truth.  If  the  lawyer  de- 
clines (and  there  are  men  who  will  decline)   you 
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have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  judge,  and  it  is  the 
judge's  duty  to  see  to  it  that  the  question  is  put 
in  such  a  way  as  is  understandable,  and  that  it 
may  fairly  be  answered. 

In  the  second  place,  when  you  do  thoroughly 
understand  the  question,  answer  it  as  briefly  and 
concisely  as  you  can  consistently  with  the  truth. 
If  a  question  can  be  answered  "  Yes  "  or  "  No," 
answer  it  "  Yes "  or  "  No."  If  it  cannot  be 
answered  "  Yes  "  or  "  No,"  refuse  to  answer  it 
"  Yes  "  or  "  No."  It  is  a  well-known  trick  in 
my  profession  to  insist,  with  a  great  air  of  indig- 
nation, upon  a  direct  answer  to  a  direct  question. 
Of  course,  that  is  simply  "  talkee-talkee "  for 
the  jury.  Sometimes  the  witness  yields  to  the 
insistence  of  the  counsel  and  answers  "  Yes  "  or 
"  No,"  when  he  feels  and  knows  no  such  answer 
should  be  given.  This  is  wrong.  If  a  question 
cannot  be  answered  "  Yes  "  or  "  No,"  you  have 
a  right  to  appeal  to  the  judge,  and  almost  invar- 
iably the  judge  will  put  things  right.  Do  not, 
however,  be  hypercritical.  The  counsel  for  the 
side  upon  which  you  have  been  summoned  as  a 
witness  will  give  you  ample  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain your  answer,  and  frequently  the  judge  will 
say,  "  Answer  the  question.  You  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  explain."  Insist  on  this  opportu- 
nity. 

Thirdly,  and  a  more  important  rule  than 
either  of  the  others :  when  you  get  through  an- 
swering a  question,  shut  up.  Men  will  talk,  and 
talk,  and  talk,  and  the  more  they  talk  the  better 
the  cross-examining  counsel  likes  it,  because  it 
is  absolutely  certain  if  a  man  keeps  his  mouth 
wide  open  long  enough,  he  is  going  to  put  his 
foot  in  it.  In  my  experience  I  have  seen  more 
cases  lost  (I  mean  incidental  matters)  by  wit- 
nesses going  on  talking  after  they  had  finished 
their  answer  to  the  question  than  by  anything 
else.  If  the  lawyer  understands  his  business 
you  may  be  sure  he  will  ask  questions  enough. 
If  you  answer  all  the  questions  he  will  put  to 
you,  you  will  be  doing  all  the  law  calls  upon 
you  to  do,  and  enough  to  pay  for  all  the  remun- 
eration you  get.  I  have  been  asked :  What 
should  you  do  supposing  a  question  should  be 
put  in  such  a  way  as  that  any  answer  to  it  would 
be  misleading?  Say  so.  You  have  rights  as 
well  as  the  cross-examining  counsel,  and  your 
rights  are  bound  to  be  respected.  Say,  "  I  can- 
not answer  that  question  in  a  way  that  will  con- 
vey the  proper  impression."  Have  the  question 
put  in  such  a  way  that  you  can  answer  it.    These 


three  simple  rules  seem  probably  almost  like 
baby  talk,  but  if  they  were  observed  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  time  taken  up  in  our  courts  would 
be  saved,  and  at  least  one-half  of  the  humiliation 
and  mental  pain  which  witnesses  experience, 
both  before  and  especially  after  they  leave  the 
witness  box  would  be  prevented. 

Don't  despise  the  cross-examining  counsel. 
Poor  chap !  he  may  not  know  the  difference  be- 
tween a  heart  and  a  liver  if  he  were  to  see  them. 
He  may  know  nothing  of  medicine  generallv, 
but  if  he  is  worth  his  salt,  and  if  he  is  doing 
honest  work  for  the  fee  that  is  paid  to  him — I 
withdraw  that — promised  to  him — he  will  know 
as  much  about  the  subject  for  the  time  being  as 
you  do.  Don't  despise  him ;  he  is  in  a  different 
line  of  business,  but  if  he  is  a  first-class  man,  he 
will,  for  the  time  being,  know  his  subject;  and 
if  he  is  anything  like  a  first-class  man  he  will  at 
least  make  the  jury  believe  he  knows  more  than 
you  do  about  it. 

Don't  get  into  jangles.  Don't  cross  swords 
in  the  way  of  wit  with  the  counsel.  That  is  our 
play,  what  we  are  after.  Give  me  the  witness 
that  will  jest  with  me,  particularly  the  expert 
witness,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  he  will  give 
me  what  I  want.  If  the  cross-examining  counsel 
laughs  at  you  he  has  either  got  you  on  the  hip, 
or  you  have  hit  him  hard.  If  he  laughs  at  you, 
then  as  a  rule  you  have  got  him,  but  if  he  laughs 
with  you,  you  might  as  well  leave  the  witness 
box. 

I  have  seen  cases  lost  by  witnesses  being  too 
smart.  I  have  in  my  mind  now  a  case  where  a 
medical  witness,  called  for  the  defense,  used  the 
word  "  imagination  "  in  reference  to  the  diagno- 
sis of  one  of  the  medical  witnesses  called  for 
the  other  side.  Plaintiff's  counsel  knew  that 
was  all  he  wanted.  Of  course,  at  once  he  was 
glowingly  indignant  at  the  idea  of  a  member  of 
a  liberal  and  learned  profession  talking  about 
another  member  of  that  profession  using  his 
imagination.  It  was  perfectly  useless  for  that 
medical  man  to  say  that  he  was  using  the  word 
"  imagination  "  in  Tyndall's  sense,  "  the  scien- 
tific use  of  the  imagination."  The  jury  did  not 
know  Tyndall,  and  did  not  want  to.  All  they 
knew  was  that  one  medical  man  was  imagining 
things,  and  promptly  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Another  medical  man  of  the  highest  standing 
had  the  effect  of  his  evidence  absolutely  de- 
stroved  when  he  admitted  to  me  in  the  witness 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


49 


box  that  he  was  an  advocate.     It  was  perfectly 

useless  for  the  gentleman  to  say  that  when  In- 
used  the  word  "advocate"  he  meant  an  advo- 
cate for  the  truth.  The  jury  knew  well  what 
an  advocate  was.  That  he  was  a  lawyer  em- 
ployed and  paid  to  speak  upon  one  side. 

I  have  known  medical  witnesses  who,  under 
cross-examination  (while  1  daresay  they  never 
heard  of  any  such  rules  as  these  1  have  been 
speaking  of),  have  followed  exactly  the  spirit 
of  these  rules,  as  though  they  had  them  in  mind. 
Any  medical  man  who  respects  himself,  and  is 
willing  to  (In  what  is  right,  need  have  no  fear 
of  his  position  in  the  witness  box  under  cross- 
examination  if,  first,  he  understands  his  busi- 
ness; secondly,  he  takes  pains  to  prepare  him- 
self; and  thirdly,  he  is  willing  to  tell  the  truth. 


Simple  Therapeutic  Expedients. 

BY  W.   ESSEX   WYNTER,   M.    1). 
(Concluded  from  page  ij.) 

Enteroptosis. — A  condition  taken  into  account 
in  recent  years,  though  formerly  overlooked,  or 
regarded  as  hardly  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
normal,  is  that  laxity  of  attachment  of  the  ab- 
dominal viscera  which  leads  to  their  displacement 
on  assuming  the*  erect  position,  this  being  at- 
tended by  a  sensation  of  dragging  and  various 
functional  disturbance-. 

When  this  affects  the  kidneys  only,  and  par- 
ticularly when  unilateral,  a  remedy  is  found  in 
artificial  fixation  by  operation.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  instances  of  the  kind  in  which  this  is 
not  resorted  to,  and  where  the  looseness  extends 
to  many  or  all  the  viscera  operation  is  practically 
out  of  the  question. 

If  these  patients,  who  so  far  as  I  know  are  all 
women,  are  to  have  any  ease  out  of  the  recumbent 
posture,  some  form  of  mechanical  support  to  the 
abdomen  is  necessary.  Various  forms  of  belts 
and  pads  are  employed,  but  comparatively  recently 
a  sufficient  number  of  cases  of  this  sort  have  been 
submitted  to  one  particular  form  of  treatment  to 
prove,  its  general  value  and  applicability. 

This  consists  in  supplying  a  nearly  rigid  sup- 
port to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen  by  means 
of  plates  of  sheet-lead,  trusting  to  the  elasticity  of 
the  contained  gases  to  furnish  a  resilient  padding 
to  the  solid  organs  and  distribute  the  pressure 
exerted. 

To  prepare  these  plates  a  pattern  is  first  cut 


in  paper  by  shaping  a  piece  to  cover  the  entire 
front  from  loin  to  loin  and  ensiform  to  pubes, 
taking  care  to  leave  a  space  of  half  an  inch  at  the 
bom-  points  and  margins.  By  folding  along  the 
middle  and  trimming,  symmetry  is  assured,  and 
by  cutting  off  the  folded  part  an  inch  wide  suffi- 
cient space  is  allowed  for  the  edges  t<  i  come  to- 
gether without  overlapping.  These  patterns  are 
then  cut  out  of  5-pound  sheet-lead,  and  sewn  into 
brown  holland  cases,  which  are  stitched  to  the 
inner  aspect  of  the  corsets  after  temporarily  ad- 
justing with  pins  in  the  proper  position.  The  cor- 
sets should  he  long,  as  the  plates  are  liable  to  bend 
and  crack  if  they  extend  below  them. 

The  apparatus  should  be  applied  carefully  be- 
fore the  patient  rises  from  the  recumbent  posture, 
so  as  to  supply  the  pressure  while  the  organs  re- 
tain their  normal  position  ;  tin-  patient  can  then 
rise  and  get  about  without  displacement  occurring. 

By  this  means  it  is  certainly  possible  for  a 
woman  to  get  up  at  once  and  go  about  her  ordi- 
nary avocations  in  comparative  comfort,  free  from 
the  disability,  pain,  and  vomiting,  which  without 
such  aid  force  her  to  maintain  a  recumbent  posi- 
tion. 

The  steady  retention  of  the  viscera  in  their 
proper  place  and  the  improved  nutrition  and 
health  that  ensue  usually  enable  the  patient  to  dis- 
pense with  these  artificial  supports  after  three  or 
four  months,  though  in  the  meantime  they  may 
require  renewing.  It  is  useful,  therefore,  to  re- 
tain the  original  paper  pattern  or  a  copy.  As  the 
plates  arc  worn  they  adapt  themselves  to  the 
figure,  becoming  more  comfortable  and  effective, 
and  should  not  therefore,  be  straightened  out 
when  removed  at  night.  Considering  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  any  suggestion  for  the  relief  of 
enteroptosis,  and  the  great  disability  it  involves, 
this  simple  and  harmless  method  will  prove  a 
welcome  aid. 


Reflex  Inhibition. — Many  people  are  aware  that 
pressure  about  the  bridge  of  the  nose  or  between 
the  eyebrows  will  arrest  an  inconvenient  sneeze, 
but  it  is  not  so  generally  known  that  gentle  mas- 
sage of  the  cricoid  cartilage  will  usually  arrest 
hiccough,  especially  in  infants  and  young  children, 
in  whom  it  most  frequently  occurs.  So  simple 
a  proceeding  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  stop 
this  distressing  symptom  in  its  severe  form  de- 
pendent on  serious  organic  disease  of  the  ab- 
domen, but  as  a  means  of  relieving  the  temporary 
attacks  due  to  gastric  disturbance,  as  that  ensuing 
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on  the  ingestion  of  hot  condiments,  it  is  very 
efficacious.  I  have  myself  frequently  found  it  of 
practical  service  while  attending  children. 


Considering  how  inappropriate  many  remedies 
for  vomiting  are,  which  involve  ingestion  and 
digestion  hy  an  organ  which  can  neither  retain 
nor  absorb,  any  indirect  method  that  will  afford 
help  will  be  worth  favorable  consideration.  No 
apology,  therefore,  is  needed  for  mentioning 
quite  a  new  resource.  This  is  the  continuous  or 
repeated  inhalation  of  oxygen. 

As  to  the  rationale  of  the  treatment,  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  physiologists  have  expressed  an 
opinion,  unless  it  is  to  suggest  a  parallel  to  the 
state  of  apnoea. 

I  can,  however,  testify  from  its  frequent  em- 
ployment in  various  forms  of  persistent  vomiting 
— functional,  reflex,  and  organic — that  so  far  no 
means  has  proved  so  uniformly  effectual. 

The  inhalation  of  oxygen — and  there  is  little 
trouble  now  in  obtaining  a  cylinder — has  this 
great  advantage :  it  is  perfectly  harmless  under 
all  conditions,  and  its  adminstration  may  be  re- 
peated as  often  and  continued  as  long  as  may  be 
necessary  and  by  comparatively  inexperienced 
hands.  It  requires  no  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient beyond  that  of  ordinary  respiration,  and  in- 
volves no  suffering  or  after  effects  of  a  dis- 
agreeable character.  Being  administered  by 
the  lungs,  it  not  only  acts  independently  of 
vomiting,  which  may  continue  for  a  time,  but 
is  peculiarly  serviceable  in  such  cases  as 
those  of  gastric  neurosis,  irritability,  inflam- 
mation, or  ulcer,  in  which  it  is  undesirable 
or  useless  to  introduce  anything  into  the  stomach, 
or  after  laparotomy,  where,  in  addition  to  this, 
retching  is  particularly  obnoxious  on  account  of 
the  strain  on  the  abdominal  wound.  Perhaps  the 
most  notable  instance  of  its  utility  that  could  be 
offered  was  that  of  a  nurse  recently  under  my 
care  for  perforated  gastric  ulcer,  involving  lapar- 
otomy and  suture  of  the  stomach,  where  nothing 
could  be  given  by  the  mouth,  and  where  the 
oxygen  speedily  arrested  the  vomiting  following 
the  anaesthetic  and  a  recurrence  some  days  later. 

Other  examples  of  reflex  action,  such  as  the 
contraction  of  the  uterus  following  manipulation 
of  the  breast  or  distention  of  the  vagina,  some- 
times contributory  in  accelerating  labor  or  ar- 
resting post-partum  hemorrhage,  are  too  familiar 
to  need  mentioning,  as  is  the  effect  of  dilatation 


of  the  anus  or  distention  of  the  rectum  in  excit- 
ing contraction  and  evacuation  of  the  colon. 

There  is,  however,  a  well-established  reflex  in- 
hibition of  the  detrusor  urinae,  illustrated  in  physi- 
ology by  the  arrest  of  micturition  on  stimulation 
of  the  sciatic  nerve,  and  in  clinical  experience  by 
retention  of  urine,  usually  inseparable  from  opera- 
tions about  the  anus  and  perineum. 

Apart,  however,  from  direct  interference  with 
the  sciatic  nerve,  the  effect  of  stimulation  of  its 
branches  by  pressing  or  pinching  the  skin  over 
the  hamstrings  in  diminishing  the  desire  for 
micturition  is  readily  demonstrated,  and  may  well 
be  turned  to  account  in  dealing  with  cases  of  irri- 
tability of  the  bladder  of  nervous  origin  and  those 
more  numerous  !and  troublesome  instances  of 
enuresis  in  children,  for  which  there  are  so  many 
remedies  and  so  few  cures. 

Internal  hemorrhage.— It  is,  fortunately,  a 
very  rare  event  for  sudden  internal  hemorrhage 
to  prove  immediately  fatal,  unless  due  to  the  rup- 
ture of  an  aortic  aneurism,  but  it  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  before  it  is  arrested,  by  the  occurrence 
of  fainting  and  lower  blood-pressure,  either  so 
much  has  been  lost  as  to  involve  tardy  convales- 
cence or  the  loss  of  blood — of  little  consequence 
in  itself — causes  serious  damage  to  the  organ  in 
which  it  escapes,  as  occurs  in  the  brain  and  lungs. 

It  has  been  urged  in  such  cases  that  it  were  bet- 
ter to  induce  syncope  and  cessation  of  hemor- 
rhage, either  continuous  or  recurrent,  by  phlebo- 
tomy than  to  permit  the  continuance  of  the  inter- 
nal hemorrhage  at  the  risk  of  important  tissues. 
But  where  such  loss  is  already  threatening  life, 
one  naturally  hesitates  to  induce  further  loss  by 
other  means,  and  the  administration  of  depres- 
sants has  been  suggested  and  carried  out  with  a 
view  to  "  bleeding  the  patient  into  his  own  veins." 
This  procedure,  though  useful  in  some  instances 
of  recurrent  hemoptysis  and  others  of  a  slow  and 
continuous  nature,  is  hardly  suited  to  emergen- 
cies ;  but  a  somewhat  similar  effect,  without  the 
prostration  and  more  under  control,  can  be  ob- 
tained by  applying  elastic  bands  to  the  proximal 
end  of  the  limbs.  A  moderate  constriction  is 
sufficient  to  retain  the  blood  in  the  veins  without 
arresting  the  flow  in  the  arteries,  so  as  to  trap  the 
fluid  and  prevent  its  return  to  the  heart.  In  this 
way  a  degree  of  anaemia  in  the  central  part  of  the 
circulation  is  obtained,  without  further  blood- 
shed, favorable  to  cessation  of  hemorrhage  and 
coagulation  at  the  bleeding-point,  while  the  sur- 
plus remains  in  the  limbs  against  future  needs. 
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Mortb  IRcvicwino. 


Colocynth. 
J.  G.  P.,  age  twenty-eight   years,  undertaker, 

black  hair  and  eyes,  rode  up  one  night  in  the 
winter  about  six  o'clock.  He  came  into  the 
office  stooping  like  an  old  man,  both  hands  clasped 
across  his  stomach,  and  in  great  pain.  On  in- 
quiry, said  he  was  on  his  way  home  to  apply  a 
mustard  blister  to  the  stomach,  as  the  only  1 
edy  he  had  ever  found.  We  laughed  at  him,  and 
told  him  we  had  a  remedy  that  would  cure  when 
mustard  was  forgotten.  We  gave  him  four  drops 
of  coloc.  6th  dil.,  on  one-half  drachm  of  Xo.  8 
pellets.  He  took  one  dose  in  office,  and  got  into 
the  sleigh  to  ride  home — eighty  rods — before  he 
arrived  home  the  colic  had  left  him,  and  he  said 
afterwards,  he  would  not  sell  the  remaining  pel- 
lets for  $100,  if  he  could  get  no  more.  Since 
then,  he  had  another  attack  lasting  about  ten  min- 
utes, as  he  had  the  remedy  ready.  Previously 
he  had  been  a  great  sufferer.  Xow  he  swears  by 
homeopathy.  J.  W.  M. 

Arnica  for  After-Pains. 

Some  two  years  ago  was  called  to  deliver  a  col- 
ored woman.  She  dreaded  that  event  very  much. 
She  had  borne  five  children  and  had  suffered  fear- 
fully from  after-pains  and  milk-fever.  She  told 
me  she  was  always  careful,  of  course,  not  to 
nurse  the  baby  till  after  the  third  day,  after  the 
milk  had  come.  Before  parturition  I  gave  her  a 
few  doses  of  chamomile  3X,  afterwards  cimici- 
fuga  3  (the  symptoms  called  for  it).  Directly 
after  delivery  I  gave  her  arnica  3X  in  two  ounces 
of  water;  teaspoonful  every  half  hour,  a  few 
doses,  then  every  three  hours  for  one  day ;  told 
her  to  nurse  the  baby  two  hours  after  delivery 
which  she  did.  Result,  no  after-pains,  no  milk- 
fever,  perfectly  well. 

Traumatic  Tetanus  Cured  by  Hellebore. 

A  lad  of  fourteen  was  wounded  in  the  wrist 
by  the  explosion  of  a  gun.  I  was  not  called  until 
three  days  after  the  spasms  began ;  as  he  was 
treated  by  an  allopath,  at  the  time  I  was  called, 
he  had  spasms  once  an  hour  and  they  increased 
in  power  and  number  until  the  third  day,  after 
I  began  to  treat  him.  At  first  I  began  aconite 
and  afterward  bell.,  arnica,  and  mix  vom.  with- 
out any  result. 

Xo  abatement  but  rather  an  aggravation  of  all 
the  symptoms.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourth 
day  I  gave  hellebore  niger  ten  drops  of  the 
mother  tincture  in  five  tablespoonfuls  of  water, 
a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour.  At  night  the 
symptoms  were  more  favorable.  Spasms  not  so 
violent  and  frequent.  The  case  improved  stead- 
ily and  in  forty-eight  hours  spasms  ceased.  I 'a 
tient  slept  most  of  the  time  for  three  days  after 


spasms  had  stopped.  Recovery  was  entirely  sat- 
tor)  and  I  believe  the  hellebore  cured.  Some 
of  the  symptoms  during  recovers  were  strange  I" 
me.  First,  constipation  cured  at  last  by  mix  vom- 
ica. Second,  the  remarkable  slowness  of  the 
pulse.  \fter  the  spasms  left  the  patient  the  pulse 
beats  thirty-one  to  the  minute.  Second  day  thir- 
ty-five. Fourth  day  forty,  sixth  day  forty-live. 
Tenth  daw  fifty,  and  not  increased  many  heats 
on  the  twenty-first  day.  Two  months  after  fifty- 
five  beats  to  the  minute.  Four  months  after  pulse 
about  sixty.  I  he  boy  was  at  work  after  the  first 
month. 

Another  symptom  was  the  color  of  the  whole 
body.  It  was  blue.  1  never  supposed  anyone 
could  be  so  blue,  that  symptom  continued  sev- 
eral months.  Is  the  pulse  always  so  slow  and  is 
the  patient  always  so  blue  during  and  after  re- 
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Effect  of  Silicia. 

Last  summer  I  was  called  to  see  an  Irish 
woman  suffering  from  dysentery,  and  after  giv- 
ing the  necessary  medicine,  a  little  boy  about  five 
years  old  came  on  crutches  into  the  room.  The 
little  boy  attracted  my  attention,  having  a  very 
interesting  face  and  lively  appearance.  1  asked 
the  mother  what  was  the  matter  with  the  child, 
and  was  informed  that  the  boy  was  lame  for  three 
years,  suffering  sometimes  great  pain.  Examin- 
ing the  child — and  asking  them  if  they  had  ever 
done  anything  for  the  child — they  informed  me 
that  several  physicians  had  tried  their  skill,  but 
none  succeeded  and  declared  the  case  incurable. 
The  case  was  coxarthocace  of  a  very  aggravated 
kind,  the  head  of  right  femur  gushes  out  of  its 
ticket  and  behind.  The  spinal  column  had  a 
corresponding  side  curvature.  It  struck  my 
mind  to  try  the  single  dose  cure,  and  gave  the 
boy  right  at  the  time  one  grain  of  silicia  3d, 
and  told  the  mother  to  wait  patiently  for  two 
months,  and  if  no  improvement  should  set  in, 
to  get  another  dose  from  me.  It  was  altogether 
a  charity  case.  I  never  heard  anything  any  more 
till  to-day,  when  two  ladies  came  to  my  office 
with  a  lame  girl  three  years  old,  with  exactly  the 
same  complexion  as  the  boy.  The  mother,  a 
young  woman  of  about  twenty-three  or  twenty- 
four  years  old,  is  a  resident  of  Petersburg,  where 
I  practiced  many  years.  The  other  woman  was 
the  mother  of  the  boy  who  got  the  single  d 
of  silicia  eight  or  nine  months  ago,  and  it  was 
she  who  brought  the  mother  of  the  girl  to  me. 
I  was  rather  agreeably  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
boy  was  entirely  well;  Straight  as  a  candle  and 
not  a  trace  of  his  former  ailing  remaining.  Well ! 
this  speaks  volumes  for  homeopathy,  and  this 
case  is  worth  publishing,  as  it  confirms  the  long 
acting  properties  of  one  single  dose.  I  have  two 
more-  cases  alike  on  hand,  this  girl  and  a  little  boy 
about  four  wars  old,  which  will  he  treated  aljke, 
and   I  hope  with  the  same  effect. 
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Mankind 

In  The  Making. 

Mr.  Wells,  has  in  his  new  volume,  essayed  a 
very  serious  piece  of  work,  nothing  less  than  the 
regeneration,  in  all  senses,  of  society. 

"  This  living  world,"  he  says  (and  this  is  the 
keynote  of  all  his  teachings),  "is  no  more  than 
a  great  birth-place,  an  incessant  renewal,  an  un- 
dying flesh  beginning  and  unfolding  of  life." 
"  Life  is  a  fabric  woven  of  births  and  the  struggle 
to  maintain  and  multiply  lives."  All  is  to  be  esti- 
mated, as  it  conduces  to  wholesome  and  hopeful 
births,  and  as  it  leads  to  a  higher  and  ampler 
standard  of  life.  It  is  quite  clear  that  Mr.  Wells 
would  wish  the  child  of  the  future  begotten  after 
some  Platonic  plan  of  careful  selection,  in  which 
the  physical,  mental,  and  moral  perfections  of 
both  parents  should  constitute  their  claim  to 
parentage.  The  superior  being  arrived,  Mr. 
Wells  considers  the  beginnings  of  his  mind  and 
language,  and  here  we  must  declare  our  complete 
sympathy  with  the  regrets  expressed  at  the 
paucity  of  the  vocabulary  of  most  of  us.  With 
one  of  the  amplest  of  languages  how  few  of  us 
employ  even  one-tenth  of  the  wealth  within  our 
reach  !  It  is  to  be  otherwise  with  the  new  arrival, 
whose  stock  of  words  is  to  be  formed  by  his 
school  library,  selected  by  the  "  English  Lan- 
guage Society "  of  the  future ;  while  his  pro- 
nunciation is  to  be  carefully  attended  to  also.  He 
does  not  state  how  all  this  is  to  be  effected. 

This  "  clean  and  beautiful  child  "  is  forcibly 
contrasted  with  "  the  mean  and  graceless  creature 
of  our  modern  life,  with  his  ill-made  clothes,  his 
clumsy,  half-fearful,  half-brutal  bearing,  his 
coarse,  defective  speech,  his  dreary,  unintelligent 
work,  his  shabby,  impossible,  bathless,  artless, 
comfortless  home,"  which  shows  that  Mr.  Wells 
can  write  picturesque,  anapestic  prose  and  that 
he  has  not  much  admiration  for  our  average 
twentieth  century  man.  This  child  of  hope  and 
the  future  is  not  to  be  worried  with  Latin  and 
Greek,  or  French  and  German  and  science,  but 
he  is  to  know  English  perfectly,  "  as  much  mathe- 
matics as  one  can  get  in,"  with  a  little  drawing 
and  painting  and  music.  We  are  all  hidebound 
and  case-hardened,  and  Mr.  Wells  has  no  hope 
of  us,  and  the  just  and  happy  future  rests  literally 
in  the  womb  of  time ;  given  and  supposed  that 
the  prophet  and  teacher  shall  not  be  wanting, 
whose  happiness  will  be  the  good  he  hopes  to  do ; 
and  whose  reward,  the  fame  of  a  Confucius  or 
a  Moses.    What  if  that  teacher  should  be  he  who 


erstwhile    limned    for    us     "  The    War    of    the 
Worlds !  " 

Seriously,  we  believe  that  our  established  order 
will  last  much  longer  than  Mr.  Wells  thinks.  We 
even  fear  that  his  proposed  juries  might  not  work 
well,  and  might  fall  out  among  themselves  and 
come  to  wordy  warfare,  like  the  Socialists  of 
Germany.  Despite  his  able  presentation  Mr. 
Wells'  socialism  does  not  attract,  and  after  read- 
ing in  his  pages  what  are  our  possibilities  of  the 
future  we  may  be  thankful  to  be  what  we  are  and 
where  we  are.  Of  course,  there  are  present  hard- 
ships and  inequalities,  but  after  all  La  carriere 
ouverte  oitx  talents  still  remains  and  the  divinae 
particula  aurac  cannot  be  suppresed.  Even  under 
our  imperfect  arrangements  if  the  worthy  man 
and  woman  cannot  rise,  it  is  because  the  talent 
is  not  there,  or  because  the  divine  spark  is 
wanting. 

The  relation  of  the  sexes  is  the  mainspring 
of  Mr.  Wells'  volume,  and  here  we  must  accord 
a  note  of  highest  praise.  Mr.  Wells  is  direct  and 
plain  enough,  but  his  touch  is  light  and  delicate, 
and  he  does  not,  like  a  Zola,  dwell  on  topics  bet- 
ter veiled,  and  he  is  never  prurient,  and  never 
nasty.  His  are  the  gropings  of  an  honest,  whole- 
some-minded man,  and  they  are  all  the  more 
meritorious,  because,  as  yet,  like  the  other  prob- 
ers of  futurity,  he  is  peering  through  the  mist. 

The    Earth    In    Relation    to    the 
Preservation   and    Destruction   of  Contagia. 

By  precept  and  example,  Dr.  Vivian  Poore  has 
long  advocated  that  the  earth  is  the  only  proper 
repository  for  organic  refuse. 

It  is  essential  to  any  inquiry  as  to  the  existence 
or  prevalence  of  "  earthborne  "  disease  to  follow 
the  history  of  pathogenic  bacteria  when  buried  in 
the  soil,  and  a  large  amount  of  care  has  been 
devoted  to  this  aspect  of  the  question.  The  con- 
clusion to  which  he  is  led  is  that,  even  in  such  a 
case  as  anthrax,  the  evidence  of  danger  from 
earth  contamination  is  less  cogent  than  might  be 
supposed,  whilst  there  is  practically  no  evidence 
that  in  the  most  severe  outbreaks  of  enteric  fever 
in  this  country  the  earth  has  acted  as  a  culture 
medium,  and  a  distributor  of  the  pathogenic 
germs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  committal  of  ex- 
creta to  water  has  led  to,  and  in  the  chapter  of 
accidents  always  will  lead  to,  the  occasional  con- 
tamination of  public  water  supplies  with  wide- 
spread disastrous  consequences. 

Few,  however,  will  quite  go  with  him  in  his 
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advocacy  of  wells,  and  even  of  shallow  wells,  as  a 
source  of  water  supply.  It  may  be  true  enough 
that  such  a  well  under  the  eye  of  a  practiced  sani- 
tarian may  be  safe,  but  the  continuous  exercise  of 
the  needful  care  is  too  much  to  expect  from  the 
ordinary  gardener  or  from  the  public  at  large. 
The  cultivation  of  the  ground  is  an  integral  part 
of  his  scheme  for  the  return  of  excreta  to  the 
earth,  and  in  his  own  experimental  garden  the 
results  have  been  surprisingly  remunerative. 

In  some  particulars,  the  course  of  -hallow 
burial  which  he  advocates  for  the  disposal  of  ex- 
creta conflicts  with  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by 
Firth  and  Horrocks  as  the  outcome  of  their  ex- 
periments upon  the  vitality  of  R.  typhosus  in 
earth,  which  was  greater  than  earlier  experiment- 
ers had  supposed ;  but  with  this  divergence  of 
opinion  Dr.  Poore  has  himself  dealt  in  a  letter 
published  recently,  and  he  there  admitted  that 
under  some  circumstances  the  overlying  earth 
may  need  subsequent  care  in  the  way  of  watering, 
lest  it  be  disseminated  as  dust.  As  Dr.  Poore 
points  out,  more  definite  information  is  much 
needed  as  to  the  behavior  of  B.  coli  and  certain 
other  pathogenic  bacteria.  We  know  little  of  their 
prevalence  in  common  animals,  little,  too,  of  their 
behavior  in  the  earth. 

Everyone 

His    Own    Biographer. 

This  book,  called  Life  History  Album,  is  in- 
tended to  contain  a  record  of  different  important 
occurrences  in  life,  and  might  serve  as  a  ground- 
work for  an  autobiography.  It  is  especially 
suitable  as  a  present  for  very  young  children, 
whose  parents  will  fill  it  up  until  they  are  old 
enough  to  take  charge  of  it  themselves.  The 
wider  the  space  of  the  record  the  more  instruc- 
tive it  will  tie.  The  album  only  affords  space 
enough  for  essentials.  By  turning  over  the  book 
leading  events  will  appear  in  their  just  propor- 
tions. Hereditary  predispositions  are  noted ;  at- 
tacks of  illness  with  their  after-effects ;  the  good 
and  bad  results  of  change  in  habit,  diet,  residence, 
etc. ;  the  development  in  weight  and  stature. 
Thus  the  insidious  approach  of  preventable  mal- 
adies may  be  arrested. 

The  future  of  every  man  is  greatly  influenced 
by  his  own  past  and  that  of  his  ancestors,  and 
the  past  should  be  constantly  referred  to.  Mem- 
ory is  an  imperfect  guide  and  this  record  will 
refresh  it.  The  diseases  of  ancestors  should  be 
recorded  honestly,  so  as  to  induce  their  descend- 
ants to  take  reasonable  precautions  against  inher- 
ited tendencies. 

The  first  entry  to  be  made  is  the  genealogical 
record  containing  particulars  as  to  the  cause  of 
death  of  the  parents  and  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  parents  of  the  owner  of  the  album.  The 
more  serious  affections  should  be  noted,  such 
as  gout,  rheumatism,  consumption,  spitting  of 
blood,  struma,  cancer,  bronchitis,  asthma,  paraly- 
sis, epilepsy,   insanity,   heart  disease,   dropsy  of 


abdomen,  general  dropsy,  diabetes,  stone,  goiter, 
ami  fistula.  Minor  ailments — such  as  colds  in 
the  head  or  throat,  sick  headaches,  sleeplessness, 
boils,  quinsy,  enlarged  glands  in  the  neck,  nose 
bleeding,  bilious  attacks,  constipation,  skin  erup- 
tions, varicose  veins,  imperfections  of  sight, 
hearing  or  dentition  are  also  to  be  recorded. 
Characteristics  of  members  of  the  father's  or 
mother's  families  likely  to  be  interesting  from  a 
hereditary  point  of  view  should  next  be  noted. 
These  relate  to  stature,  form,  features,  gestures 
or  voice;  the  growth  of  the  hair  and  its  color; 
to  eye  color;  and  to  aptitude  of  all  sorts,  whether 
moral,  esthetic,  or  intellectual.  Then  follow-  a 
description  of  the  child  (owner  of  the  book)  at 
birth,  and  photographs  up  to  five  years  of  age. 

The  person's  life  is  supposed  to  he  divided  up 
into  terms  of  live  years,  to  each  of  which  eight 
pages  are  assigned.  The  first  and  second  pages 
contain  the  life  and  medical  history  of  each  year, 
while  the  third  is  left  blank  for  remarks.  The 
fourth  and  fifth  are  tabulated  to  hold  anthropo- 
metric observations,  the  sixth  is  blank,  the 
seventh  is  for  photographs,  and  the  eighth  is 
blank.  Each  birthday  is  suggested  as  a  suitable 
date  for  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past  year. 
The  following  points  are  recommended  to  be 
noted : 

1.  Place  of  Residence. — Change  of  residence, 
whether  temporary  or  permanent. 

2.  Occupations. — Where  carried  on  ;  number  of 
hours  given  to  them. 

3.  Recreations. — Their  character  ;  the  number 
of  hours  given  to  them. 

4.  Sleep. — Its  amount;  whether  liable  to  be 
much  disturbed. 

5.  Food. — Number  of  meals ;  daily  average  of 
meat  and  alcohol. 

6.  Anxiety — Whether  much  or  none  during 
the  year;  its  subject. 

7.  Fatigue. — Any  unusual  fatigue,  mental  or 
bodily. 

8.  Important  Events. — As  going  to  school  or 
college,  passing  examinations,  prizes,  commence- 
ment of  professional  study,  entering  professional 
life  or  business,  marriage,  loss  of  near  relations. 

The  medical  history  should  be  carefully  noted, 
and  photographs  put  into  each  five-yearly  space, 
and  the  importance  of  frequent  observations  of 
weight  and  stature  is  insisted  on.  Simple  tests 
of  vision  conclude  the  book,  which  seems  to  us 
one  of  great  originality,  and  of  real  interest  and 
use  to  those  wishing  to  keep  a  record  of  their 
life. 

Mechanical 

Vibratory  Stimulation. 

The  book  by  the  late  Dr.  Pilgrim  is  a  some- 
what curious  juxtaposition  of  two  kinds  of  ma- 
terial. His  aim  is  to  establish  the  principles  of 
his  particular  method  of  treatment  on  a  physi- 
ological basis,  and  is  devoted  to  a  not  wholly 
successful  attempt  to  explain  the  therapeutics  of 
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vibratory  stimulation.  Thus,  for  instance,  on 
page  32,  he  recommends  the  application  of  his 
instrument  to  the  vasomotor  region  in  the  spinal 
column  (sic)  which  controls  the  circulation  of 
the  affected  area  or  organ.  He  goes  on  to  add 
that  no  concern  need  be  felt  as  to  whether  a 
vaso-constrictor  or  a  vaso-dilator  nerve  is  stim- 
ulated in  a  given  case,  for,  as  he  naively  re- 
marks, "  It  will  be  entirely  safe  and  wise  to 
apply  the  stimulation  to  the  vasomotor  area  and 
trust  to  Nature,  who  understands  her  business 
so  much  better  than  we  do,  to  determine  which 
quality  in  a  nerve,  or  which  group  of  its  fibers, 
shall  respond  to  it."  The  author's  object  is  thus 
to  aid  Nature,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  his  treatment— although  he  explicitly  denies 
that  it  is  a  panacea — is  calculated  to  cure  hem- 
orrhoids and  exophthalmic  goiter,  to  say  nothing 
of  scoliosis  and  dipsomania.  Dr.  Pilgrim  laid 
great  stress  on  the  value  of  his  method  as  ap- 
plied to  the  stimulation  of  lymphatic  glands, 
though  no  evidence  was  offered  that  the  process 
which  he  employed  had  the  the  slightest  effect 
upon  them. 

Der  Herzmuskel 

und  seine  Bedeutung 

fur  Physiologic  Pathologie  und  Klinik  des  Herzens. 

"  In  the  treatment  of  cardiac  disease  we  have 
at  our  disposal  a  large  number  of  curative  agen- 
cies of  remarkable  efficacy.  .  .  .  But  we  are 
sometimes  disconcerted  by  the  fact  that  the  treat- 
ment which  is  effective  in  one  case  fails  in  an- 
other which  is  apparently  similar.  This  diffi- 
culty, I  take  it,  brings  to  a  focus  the  sphere  of 
future  research."  Most  physicians  will  recog- 
nize the  truth  of  these  remarks  of  Dr.  Albrecht, 
and  those  who  value  efforts  to  apply  physiolog- 
ical and  pathological  principles  for  the  elucida- 
tion of  clinical  problems  will  read  with  interest 
the  work  he  has  contributed  to  this  subject  in 
his  book  on  The  Cardiac  Muscle. 

Dr.  Albrecht  begins  with  a  detailed  anatom- 
ical study  of  the  cardiac  walls,  and  endeavors  to 
separate  and  systematize  the  different  muscular 
lamellae  of  which  they  are  composed,  on  the  gen- 
eral principle  that  when  we  find  a  group  of  mus- 
cle layers  which  by  their  juxtaposition  and  iden- 
tity of  direction  constitute  a  morphological  unit, 
there  is  underlying  this  anatomical  unity  a  spe- 
cialization of  function.  The  movements  of  the 
cardiac  muscles  are  next  considered,  and  the  po- 
sitions of  the  fixed  points  which  determine  their 
range.  Then  follows  a  discussion  of  the  vascular 
and  lymph  supply  of  the  heart.  The  demonstra- 
tion of  the  lymph  channels  is  a  difficult  matter, 
and  the  usual  method  of  injecting  some  colored 
material  is  open  to  the  objection  that  the  chan- 
nels so  demonstrated  may  have  been  artificially 
produced  by  the  pressure  requisite  for  injection. 
To  obviate  this  difficulty  Dr.  Albrecht  injected 
Berlin  blue  into  the  heart's  apex  of  his  experi- 
mental animals  whilst  they  were  still  alive,  but 
deeply    anaesthetized ;    the    cardiac    contractions 


were  thus  utilized  to  propel  the  fluid  some  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  inoculation ;  the  animal 
was  then  killed,  and  the  course  taken  by  the 
Berlin  blue  in  these  more  remote  areas  was. 
very  reasonably,  regarded  as  representing  the 
natural  lymph  channels. 

The  main  conclusion  which  Dr.  Albrecht 
draws  from  these  investigations  is  that  the  mus- 
cle cells  are  in  immediate  contact  with  a  network 
of  lymph  capillaries,  and  are  never,  even  under 
pathological  conditions,  separated  from  the  latter 
by  connective  tissue.  Having  established  his  an- 
atomical and  physiological  principles,  Dr.  Al- 
brecht proceeds  to  apply  them  to  cardiac  pathol- 
ogy. This  histology  of  cardiac  hypertrophy  and 
various  lesions  of  the  myocardium  are  dealt  with 
very  fully,  and  in  the  last  portion  of  the  book 
an  attempt  is  made  to  explain,  on  physiological 
and  pathological  grounds,  clinical  phenomena, 
such  as,  displacement  of  the  apex  beat,  acceler- 
ated pulse,  accidental  murmurs,  and  arrhythmia. 
A  strenuous  effort  is  made  to  account  for  many 
morbid  conditions  by  a  local  origin,  consisting  in 
a  disturbance  in  function  of  particular  muscle 
groups  subservient  to  a  particular  purpose.  The 
predominant  idea  running  through  the  book  is 
that  there  is  a  fundamental  difference  between 
cardiac  and  skeletal  muscle,  and  that  therefore 
we  must  not  attempt  to  interpret  the  action  of  the 
former  after  the  analogy  of  the  latter.  We 
should  regard  the  heart  muscle,  Dr.  Albrecht 
holds,  as  constituting  a  "  parenchymatous  "  or- 
gan, in  the  sense  that  it  consists  of  cells,  the 
protoplasm  of  which  interacts  in  a  selective  man- 
ner with  their  nutritive  supply.  Expansion  and 
contraction  are  the  external  manifestations  of 
the  chemical  and  nutritive  processes  within  the 
cell  substance ;  consequently  these  motor  phe- 
nomena vary  with  and  are  determined  by  vari- 
ations and  abnormalities  in  the  food  material 
conveyed  to  the  cardiac  cell.  In  support  of 
these  views,  Dr.  Albrecht  draws  largely  upon 
Verworn's  physiological  theories  and  upon  the 
embryological  fact  that  cardiac  muscle  begins  to 
contract  spontaneously  before  it  is  invested  with 
any  nervous  supply. 

Whilst  recognizing  the  interest  and  ingenuity 
of  Dr.  Albrecht's  attempts  to  explain  on  these 
lines  the  clinical  problems  of  cardiac  disease,  we 
cannot  admit  that  his  endeavors  are  wholly  suc- 
cessful. The  heart  with  which  the  phvsician 
has  to  deal  contains  nerves  as  well  as  muscle 
cells,  and  he  cannot  afford  to  neglect  the  fact 
that  disturbances  of  innervation  are  a  very  im- 
portant factor  in  determining  cardiac  irregular- 
ities. At  the  same  time,  there  undoubtedly  are 
affections  of  the  myocardium  which  are  attribu- 
table to  irregularities  in  the  blood  and  lymph 
supply,  and  abnormalities  in  their  contents. 


— Sulphur,  arsenicum,  and  natrum  mtir.  should 
be  well  known,  for  with  a  good  knowledge  of 
these  three,  many  diseases  may  be  cured. 
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What  Dr.  Searson  Heard. 

One  of  the  masterly  editorials  of  the  December 
number  of  the  Clinique.  undoubtedly  from  the 
pen  of  the  departing  Editor  Halbert,  described 
the  visit  of  the  learned  English  homeopath  Dr. 
Searson,  of  London  (successor  to  the  late  and 
lamented  Richard  Hughes),  to  Chicago  and  to 
Hahnemann  College.  The  editorial  speaks  most 
kindly  and  fraternally  of  Dr.  Searson;  reports  in 
full  the  speech  made  by  the  ex-mayor  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor, Dr.  R.  C.  Copeland,  and  the  reply  by  the 
distinguished  Englishman.  Dr.  Searson  has 
been  in  this  country  for  nearly  three  months,  vis- 
iting the  various  homeopathic  colleges,  in  order 
to  gather  materials  for  a  report  to  his  English 
brethren,  which  he  has  now  gone  home  to  make. 
looking  toward  the  early  establishing  of  an 
English  homeopathic  college.  Those  who  had 
the  honor  to  meet  this  genial  and  wholesouled 
Englishman  report  him  a  royal  good  fellow  ;  that 
he  appreciated  the  courtesies  shown  him  in  the 
several  cities  ;  and  that  he  returns  home  with  a 
higher  and  possibly  a  better  idea  of  the  push  of 
American  citizens;  and  a-  will  some  new  ideas 
in  relation  to  Homeopathy  as  She  is  Taught  in 
at  least  one  banner  homeopathic  college.  We 
were  not  present  at  the  incident,  but  our  corre- 
spondent    was   there,   and    writes   us   as   follows: 

"Well,  when  he  arrived  at  the  — — ■  homeo- 
pathic college,  there  happened  to  be  in  the  pitch- 
er's box  a  professor  who  was  lecturing  on  acute 
prostatitis.  From  where  I  -at  in  the  audience. 
it  was  a  study  to  watch  Dr.  Searson's  face  as  he 
listened  to  this  homeopathic  lecture.  '  For  treat- 
ment,' said  this  able  llahnemannian,  after  hav- 
ing gone  rather  minutely  into  the  pathology,  '  ap- 
ply leeches  to  the  perineum,  wash  out  the  blad- 
der with  bi-bor-glycerole-alkali  wash,'  etc.,  etc. 
'Give  thirty  grains  of  citrate  of  [something |  in 
order  to  render  the  urine  alkaline.  Insert  one  of 
the  following  suppositorii is  ';  then  followed  three 
formub-e  commencing  1$  I£  I{  containing  bella- 
donna, opium,  and  all  the  other  truck  used  from 
time  immemorial  in  suppositories,  about  six  in- 
gredients to  each.  Homeopathic  treatment? 
Why,  certainly.  To  be  sure.  Delighted  to  tell 
you.  To  his  knowledge  of  medicine,  that  is  by 
tradition,  by  inheritance,  and  by  right,  he  added. 
I  this  homeopathic  professor  in  a  homeopathic 
college,  before  a  distinguished  homeopathic  rep- 
resentative from  England), — he  added  his 
knowledge  of  homeopathic  therapeutics.  Let 
me  give  it  to  you  and  your  readers ;  and  be  care- 
ful that  your  linotype  compositor  gives  it  cor- 
rectly ;  it  is  short,  and  concise,  and  to  the  point. 


I  can  remember  it  with  my  fine  memory,  every 
word  of  it;  here  it  is, — and  isn't  it  a  peach? 

"'The  homeopathic  remedies  in  this  affection 
are  aconite  lx  and  gelscmium  ix  in  alterna- 
tion !  '  " 

Mi.    pity  of  it,  Iago ! 

The  shame  of  it,  homeopathic  brethren  of  the 
United   States ! 

Let  us  all  sincerely  hope  that  Dr.  Searson  will 
not  follow  the  example  of  the  traditional  and 
much  caricatured  Englishman  who,  once  upon 
a  time,  was  "  in  our  midsl  "  for  as  long  as  two 
weeks,  and  then  went  home  and  wrote  a  history 
of  the  United  States  in  four  octavo  volumes. 
Let  him  not  judge  of  all  homeopathic  instruction 
in  our  country  by  what  he  heard  at  this  particu- 
lar unhomeopathic  homeopathic  college.  I  .ood, 
honest  homeopathy  is  taught  in  the  majority  of 
our  homeopathic  college-. 

But,  are  there  any  other  alleged  homeopathic 
colleges  in  the  United  States  who  teach  this  style 
of  homeopath}-    from   the   lecture   platform? 

Or,  is  this,  indeed,  that  new  and  scientific  ho- 
meopathy of  which  we  hear  so  much  and  so  in- 
sistently, which  begins  with  pathology  and  ends 
with   technique? 

Dr.  Fellows'  Report. 

'  The  Future  of  Drug-Proving  in  the  Light 
of  the  Test-Proving  of  the  O.  O.  &  L.  Society," 
by  Howard  P.  Bellows,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass., 
which  was  presented  to  the  Boston  Institute,  is 
appreciated  for  its  excellence,  and  also  because 
it  points  out  clearly  the  impracticability  of  the 
effort  made  by  this  specialist  society  to  reform 
the  homeopathic  materia  medica.  Dr.  Bellows, 
after  three  years  of  hard  work,  lays  down 
his  chairmanship  with  the  remark  that  the  work 
as  conducted,  though  in  a  measure  successful, 
must  prove  useless  unless  carried  on  by  some 
different  form  of  committee.  We  look  forward 
with  much  interest  and  considerable  of  curiosity 
to  the  promised  results  of  his  committee's  la- 
bors, in  order  to  see  in  how  far  they  have  im- 
proved upon  thi'  llahnemannian  scheme  by 
which    most  paths     have    been     working. 

Somehow  or  other,  these  promised  reforms  do 
not  last  very  long.  There  was  that  stupendous 
labor  of  Richard  Hughes  and  J.  P.  Dake,  the 
i  clopaedia  of  Drue  Pathogenesy,  which  had  a 
little    sporadic    life-  !ly    in    England,    but 

to-day  does  not  i  have  a  great  deal  of  in- 

fluence   in     American     homeopathy;    then     there 
ie  thai  effort  of  the  Baltimore  provers,  who 
gave    us   a   number    of    remedies    reproven    with 
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pretty  much  everything  left  out  that  had  there- 
tofore made  them  familiar  and  successful  in  ho- 
meopathic hands ;  and  that  system,  too,  seems  to 
have  climbed  the  shelf  of  forgotten  medical 
things;  while  the-  Hahnemann-Hering-Guern- 
sey-Dunham-Allen  brand  of  homeopathic  prov- 
ings  still  holds  the  fort  as  formerly.  Now,  in 
what  has  been  herein  said,  no  wish  is  enter- 
tained of  belittling  the  work  of  Dr.  Bellows  and 
his  fellow-workmen,  for  we  happen  to  know  that 
they  worked  faithfully  and  with  homeouathic  in- 
tent ;  and  if  success  could  have  been  reached  in 
their  especial  line  of  endeavor,  Dr.  Bellows 
would  have  surely  found  it.  He  closes  his  elo- 
quent report  with  the  hope  that  some  large- 
pursed,  generously-inclined  American  will  come 
to  the  rescue  and  endow  an  institution  whose 
avowed  purpose  and  labor  shall  be  the  winnow- 
ing of  the  chaff  from  the  homeopathic  materia 
medica,  and  thereafter  render  it  clean  and  clear. 
In  all  this  we  most  heartily  join  Dr.  Bellows,  and 
hope  when  that  national  school  of  homeopathic 
provers  is  established,  with  a  good  endow- 
ment fund  for  a  working  proposition,  that  Dr. 
Bellows  will  be  called  to  its  head,  in  order  that 
his  experience  of  the  past  three  years  may  be  of 
practical  utility. 

♦     ♦■ 

Editor  Halbert's  Resignation. 

It  is  with  a  keen  sense  of  regret  and  disap- 
pointment that  we  note  the  resignation  from 
The  Clinique  of  our  esteemed  brother  editor, 
Dr.  H.  V.  Halbert.  We  have  read  all  his  edi- 
torials from  the  first  with  great  pleasure  and 
benefit,  and  his  withdrawal  now  that  we  have 
cultivated  a  taste  for  his  eloquent  portrayals  of 
the  important  events  of  the  medical  day,  will 
leave  an  aching  void  in  our  heart.  He  was, 
truly,  a  man  well  fitted  to  succeed  the  able 
founder,  and  for  so  many  years  editor,  of  The 
Clinique,  the  eloquent,  the  polished,  and  the  al- 
ways popular  Reuben  Ludlam.  It  was  upon  Dr. 
Halbert's  advent  into  the  editorial  field,  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  late  Ludlam,  that  a  new  spirit  be- 
gan to  pervade  the  pages  of  The  Clinique.  His 
articles,  always  clever  and  opportune,  were 
couched  in  such  excellent  phrase  and  modulated 
with  such  exquisite  care,  that  it  was  a  delight  to 
read  what  he  had  each  month  to  present  to  his 
large  class  of  readers.  For  many  years  after  its 
inception  The  Clinique  never  touched  upon  any 
topic,  editorially,  except  that  having  immediate 
and  close  relation  with  the  college  work,  and  so 
was  regarded  as  a  college  mouthpiece  and  noth- 
ing more ;  but  from  the  first  moment  of  Editor 
Halbert's  inhabitancy  of  the  editorial  tripod  an- 
other phase  of  writing  began  to  be  noticed ;  the 
journal  began  to  be  a  general  medical  journal, 
and  as  such  we  are  sure  was  duly  and  deeply 
appreciated. 

In  his  resignation  editorial  Dr.  Halbert  gives 
for  reason  the  increasing  demands  upon  himself 
by  his  private  and  professional  as  well  as  his  col- 


lege duties.  We  know  these  all  to  be  true,  and 
we  are  glad  that  they  are  true ;  still,  we  shall 
lament  his  withdrawal  from  a  field  for  which  he 
has  shown  such  marked  ability  and  such  tireless 
energy.  We  hope  he  will  find  time,  and  fre- 
quently, to  give  the  profession  more  of  his  gilt- 
edged  writings,  not  necessarily  on  Clinical  Medi- 
cine, in  which  department  he  stands  deservedly 
at  the  top,  but  in  general  medical  matters.  His 
successor  in  the  editorial  office,  Dr.  Gatchell, 
needs  no  introduction  at  our  hands.  Everybody 
knows  him  and  his  "  trenchant  blade  Toledo 
trusty."  He  has  had  many  years'  experience  as 
author  and  editor,  and  will  unquestionably  keep 
the  fine  reputation  of  The  Clinique  where  his 
two  eminent  predecessors  have  placed  it.  We 
wish  this  able  journal  an  abundant  harvest  of 
success. 

♦     ♦ 

"  The  Permanency  of  Homeopathy." 

Under  this  headline  the  Medical  Visitor's  edi- 
tor reads  us  a  small  but  interesting  lecture  in  his 
December  issue. 

What  we  said  in  a  former  issue  was  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  If  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
does  not  get  to  work  pretty  soon  on  the 
question  of  controlling  and  disciplining  its 
medical  colleges,  there  will,  ere  many  years, 
be  no  homeopathic  colleges  to  discipline." 

What  the  Medical  Visitor  says : 

"  There  now  !  Don't  you  see  the  hearse  in 
somber  black  at  the  front  door,  the  crape 
hanging  on  the  knob,  the  group  of  mourn- 
ears  standing  inside,  the  pall-bearers  taking 
up  their  load  and  the  weeping  widows  and 
orphans  and  sorrowing  friends  and  neigh- 
bors getting  ready  to  follow  the  casket  that 
holds  the  last  remains  of  homeopathy  ?  " 

Does  it  require  a  blue  print  to  see  that  the  two 
are  not  working  along  the  same  plane? 

We  said  nothing  whatsoever  about  "  the  last 
remains  of  homeopathy." 

What  we  did  say  was  that,  unless  something 
was  done  pretty  almighty  quick,  there  wouldn't 
be  any  homeopathic  colleges  left  to  discipline. 

See? 

How  many  adherents,  believers  or  practi- 
tioners does  it  take  to  make  a  "  school  "  of  allo- 
pathy, homeopathy,  or  any  other  kind  ? 

Does  it  matter  whether  it  be  three,  thirteen,  or 
thirteen  thousand,  if  they  be  true  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  doctrines  of  that  school  ? 

For  so  long  as  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether honestly  and  sincerely  in  the  name  of 
Hahnemann,  there  is  a  "  school  "  of  homeopathy, 
and,  hence,  homeopathy  cannot  die. 

And,  per  contra,  so  long  as  there  are  two. 
twenty,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  homeo- 
pathic colleges  which  teach  from  allopathic  and 
eclectic   text-books,    unshamedly    and    unreprov- 
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edly,  which  use  and  recommend  allopathic,  nay, 
go  to,  even  grosser  materials,  for  therapeutic 
measures — just  so  long  there  will  be  no  homeo- 
pathic colleges. 

And  the  time  will  have  conic,  truly  and  in  all 
decency,  to  crape-hang  the  front  door,  to  group 
the  widow  and  orphelings,  pall-hearers  and 
mourners,  in  becoming  groups  in  the  tube-rose 
scented  chamber  of  Death  (  the  death,  not  of 
homeopathy,  but  of  the  alleged  homeopathic  col- 
leges), while  the  undertaker  pronounces  his  final 
"  the  friends  may  now  step  up  on  this  side  and 
view  the  remains  and  pass  out  on  the  other  side 
step  lively  please."  * 

In  short,  Mr.  Visitor,  we  said  nothing  about 
"The  Permanency  of  Homeopathy."  We  were 
talking  about  alleged  homeopathic  colleges. 

And  there  be  a  right  smart  sight  o'  difference 
'twixt  the  two  if  you'll  stop  an'  think  about  it 
some. 

And  the  Visitor  editor,  when  he  gets  off  his 
Professorial  Pegasus,  and  comes  down  on  a  level 
with  the  other  professional  people  who  are 
neither  professors,  hospital  doctors,  sanitarium 
owners,  college  editors,  or  Institute  officers 
knows  that  our  point  is  well  taken. 
♦  ♦ 
The  Whisky  Habit. 

The  habitual  use  of  alcohol  may  be  advocated 
or  defended  either  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  use- 
ful part  of  diet  in  health,  or  that  the  physical  and 
psychical  effects  it  produces  are  agreeable,  or 
that  certain  alcoholic  beverages  are  palatable.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  contest  the  view  that  alcohol 
forms  an  essential  part  of  a  healthy  diet.  If 
anybody  ever  held  such  a  view,  it  has  been  amply 
disproved  by  observation.  Nor  does  it  seem 
necessary  to  discuss  the  question  whether  alcohol 
is  a  food  or  not ;  even  accepting  the  most  extreme 
assertions  of  the  strongest  defenders  of  the 
thesis,  nobody  contends  that  its  food  value  is 
more  than  infinitesimal. 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  physiological 
and  psychical  effects  produced  by  alcoholic  bev- 
erages we  are  on  less  sure  ground.  The  belief 
once  very  common  that  alcohol  helps  a  man  to  do 
more  work,  physical  or  mental,  has,  we  think, 
been  completely  disproved.  That  under  uncom- 
mon circumstances  of  physical  exhaustion  or 
mental  distress  a  dose  of  a  suitable  alcoholic  bev- 
erage has  enabled  a  man  to  pull  through  a  brief 
emergency  is  nothing  to  the  contrary.  Such  a 
man  may,  without  any  great  straining  of  words. 
be  said  to  be  for  the  moment  in  a  pathological 
condition.  It  is  from  its  action,  sometimes  very 
striking,  in  shock,  mental  or  physical,  that 
alcohol  has  earned  the  reputation  of  being  a 
stimulant.  In  health,  after  a  brief  exciting 
effect,  it  is  a  sedative.  It  is,  indeed,  probabl) 
partly  for  this  effect,  so  far  as  they  knowingly 

*  Provided  there  be  at  the  time  no  strike  on  of  hearse  and 
livery  drivers. 


take  it  with  the  desire  of  producing  an  effect  at 
all,  that  the  majority  of  head  workers — in  this 
country  at  least — take  alcohol.  All  that  has 
been  so  picturesquely  written  about  the  soci- 
ability produced  by  the  flowing  bowl  ma. 
traced  to  this  sedative  effect,  which  diminishes 
irritability,  and  disposes  a  man  to  forget  his 
worries.  Whether  alcohol  offers  the  best  means 
of  arriving  at  this  result  is  another  question, 
which  we  are  not  now  discussing.  We  are 
merely  contending  that  this  is  .me  .if  the  reasons 
why  many  people  habitually  take  wine  or  beer. 

It  is  often  said  that  alcohol  taken  with  a  meal 
assists  digestion.  Indirectly,  the  sedative  effect 
of  a  moderate  quantity  of  alcohol  on  the  higher 
centers  may  be  conducive  to  good  digestion. 
But  the  quantity  of  alcohol  must  be  really  small. 
Otherwise  its  local  inhibitory  effect  will  predomi- 
nate. So  far  as  we  are  aware  the  general  effect 
of  the  experimental  evidence  is  that  alcohol,  in  a 
proportion  which  has  any  appreciable  influence, 
retards  digestion.  Some  contend  that  this  is 
often  desirable.  This  may  or  may  not  be  true, 
but  whether  true  or  not,  if  we  mean  that  alcohol 
retards  digestion  it  would  be  better  not  to  appear 
to  sanction  the  theory  that  it  aids  that  process. 

The  other  chief  reason  why  people  who  do  not 
drink  to  intoxication  take  wine  and  beer  at  meals 
is  that  they  find  these  beverages  palatable. 
Probably  most  educated  people  who  drink  wine 
at  dinner  do  so  for  this  reason,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  believe  it  will  be  found  that  a  man 
who  has  a  fine  taste  in  wine  seldom  or  never 
drinks  enough  to  upset  his  mental  equilibrium. 
That  is  to  say,  such  people  drink  wine  for  its 
aesthetic,  not  for  its  physiological,  effects.  Tt  is 
partly  for  this  reason  that  the  common  fashion 
of  recommending  patients  to  replace  wine  by 
whisky  under  the  impression  that  gout  may  thus 
be  staved  off  assumes  so  very  questionable  a 
shape. 

The  whole  question  is  of  course  complicated 
by  two  facts  to  which  we  cannot  refer  at  length. 
The  one  is  the  fact  that  all  alcoholic  bevera-< ■- 
contain  other  bodies  besides  alcohol  which  con- 
tribute more  or  less  to  the  total  effect  produo  d, 
and  the  other  is  the  existence  of  vcrv  marked 
idiosyncrasies  with  regard  to  alcohol  itself  and. 
to  beverages  of  which  it  forms  the  most  active 
part.  In  the  case  of  much  of  the  whisky  sold, 
however,  these  bodies,  being  present  in  very 
minute  quantities,  are  probably  of  little  physio- 
logical importance.  In  most  whisky  and  in  gin 
also  we  have  to  do  mainly  with  the  effects  of 
alcohol  itself.  This  being  so,  the  question  is 
surely  one  in  which  the  medical  profession  ought 
to  interest  itself,  and  its  investigation  may  serve 
as  an  introduction  to  the  study  of  the  larger  ques- 
tion of  the  responsibility  of  the  profession  with 
regard  to  the  habitual  use  of  alcohol  as  a  bever- 
age. If  the  profession  as  a  body  were  prepared 
to  admit  that  alcoholic  beverages,  even  when  of 
good  quality  and  taken  in  moderate  quantity, 
were,    under    the    most    favorable    construction. 
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merely  harmless  luxuries,  we  should  have  ad- 
vanced a  long  way  towards  a  policy  on  the  tem- 
perance question.  We  should  then  have  to 
consider  the  further  question  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  evil  consequences  of  intemperance 
and  the  insidious  manner  in  which  the  alcoholic 
habit  becomes  established,  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  medical  profession  to  go  even  further  in  the 

future. — British  Medical  Journal. 

♦  ♦ 

Shortened  Legs. 

A  lady  physician  in  Denver,  so  the  veracious 
chronicle  runs, — though  we  do  not  hear  this 
either  from  Mastin  of  the  Critique,  or  Strickler 
of  Progress, — has  entered  suit  against  a  male 
doctor,  for  failing  to  set  her  broken  1-eg  prop- 
erly. After  careful  measurement  one  limb  was 
found  to  be  shorter  than  it  really  ought  to  be. 
It  is  now  left  for  the  jury  to  determine  whether 
the  horrid  doctor  shortened  the  injured  limb,  or 
pulled  the  other  one. 

This  is  not  that  other  story  which  ran  current 
a  little  while  agone,  where  a  doctor  had  grafted 
a  bone  from  a  dog's  hind  leg  in  the  broken  leg 
of  a  young  woman,  and  that  thereafter,  when 
she  was  able  again  to  get  about,  she  was  horri- 
fied to  find  that  she  could  not  pass  a  telephone- 
pole,  or  a  lamp-post,  or  a  street-corner  without 
— that  is  to  say, — or,  rather,  it  is  not  to  be  said. 
Anyway  she,  too,  brought  suit. 

Nor  is  it  the  story  formerly  so  well  told  by 
Cowperthwaite  —  Cowperthwaite  ?  —  why  dear 
me,  suds,  what  has  become  of  Cowperthwaite, 
the  tall,  and  tawny  sycamore  of  the  Chicago 
River?  Lives  he  yet  among  us?  No,  it  is  not 
the  story  he  used  to  tell  of  the  man  whose  male 
doctor  had  left  him  with  a  short  leg,  and  being 
inspired  by  his  faith  to  call  in  a  faith  healer,  she, 
this  expert  faith  specialist,  at  once  began  her  in- 
cantations and  prayers  and  promised  to  continue 
the  same  in  absent  treatments,  until  the  leg  had 
reached  its  proper  length.  But  alas  and  a  day, 
very  soon  the  short  leg  was  longer  than  the  well 
leg,  and  still  continued  to  grow ;  so  that  the  poor 
man  was  at  his  wit's  end  how  to  stop  this  growth, 
the  faith  healer  having  disappeared,  but  doubtless 
still  giving  that  leg  absent  treatment. 

♦  ♦ 

An  Interesting  Reminiscence. 

Under  the  heading  "  A  Page  From  the  Past," 
H.  W.  F.  in  the  current  Eclectic  Medical 
Monthly  gives  the  following  interesting  reminis- 
cence : 

"  That  the  '  Fathers  of  Eclecticism  '  were  not 
narrow  and  wholly  selfish  is  shown  by  their 
lenient  attitude  toward  other  reformers  in  medi- 
cine. Coincident  with  the  birth  of  Eclecticism 
was  the  introduction  from  foreign  shores  of 
homeopathy  into  America.  Guided  by  a  com- 
mendable    spirit    of     liberality,     Drs.     Morrow, 


Buchanan,  and  others  of  the  Eclectic  school, 
viewed  with  favor  many  of  the  novel  teachings 
of  the  advance  disciples  of  Hahnemann,  believ- 
ing that  something  of  worth,  at  least,  could  be 
gleaned  from  them,  to  the  advantage  of  Re- 
formed Medicine.  Not  only  were  they  looking 
toward  the  advantages  they  believed  they  might 
gain,  but  they  were  actuated  by  the  most  friendly 
feelings  for  the  devotees  of  the  new  sect.  Be- 
sides, the  new  doctrines  offered  such  a  marked 
contrast  to  the  tenets  and  practices  of  the  old 
school. 

"  It  may  therefore  be  of  interest  if  not  news 
to  many  of  our  readers,  as  well  as  to  many  home- 
opathists,  to  know  that  the  friendly,  helping 
hand  was  extended  by  the  Fathers,  and  through 
them  the  first  lectures  on  homeopathy  given  in 
the  West  were  given  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute. 

"  In  reply  to  an  accusation  that  the  Eclectics 
were  unfriendly  to,  and  inclined  to  oppose 
Homeopathy,  Dr.  Morrow  wrote :  '  Far  from  de- 
nouncing Homeopathy  as  empiricism,  we  look 
upn  the  science  with  sentiments  of  sincere  re- 
spect. We  have  lectures  upon  the  subject  de- 
livered in  the  Institute,  and  have  contemplated 
the  establishment  of  a  permanent  professorship 
of  Homeopathic  Science.  Upon  learning  that 
members  of  the  new  sect  desired  to  enlarge  their 
scope  by  extension  westward,  Prof.  Morrow,  as 
dean,  sent  out  a  circular  (June  9,  1848),  con- 
taining the  following  resolutions  and  invitation : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  enlarge  the  circle 
of  instruction  in  medical  science,  we  deem  it 
desirable  to  establish  a  professorship  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  Homeopathy  in  the  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Institute. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  invite  the  Homeopathic 
physicians  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  West 
especially,  to  unite  in  recommending  and  nomi- 
nating a  professor  to  filll  the  chair  of  Homeop- 
athy in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute. 

"A  convention  of  homeopathic  physicians  of 
Northern  Ohio  met  in  Cleveland  to  deliberate 
upon  the  offer.  Professor  Hill  was  present  to 
press  the  invitation,  and  tendered  to  them  a  full. 
tree,  and  equal  professorship.  He  also  offered 
the  columns  of  this  Journal  for  a  Homeopathic 
department.  The  offer  was  accepted,  with 
cordial  thanks  for  the  large-hearted  liberality 
shown.  Dr.  Storm  Rosa,  of  Painesville,  O.,  was 
recommended  for  and  appointed  to  the  chair, 
and  Dr.  David  Sheppard,  of  Bainbridge,  O.,  was 
selected  as  editor  of  the  homeopathic  department 
of  the  Journal. 

"  At  this  juncture,  Professor  Baldridge,  the 
staunch  old  Eclectic,  and  Professor  Oliver,  of 
old  school  proclivities,  resigned  on  account  of 
the  new  administrationn,  and  their  places  were 
filled  by  Professors  Horatio  Page  Gatchell,  and 
Johann  Bernhard  Stallo.  As  a  prelude  to  his 
lectures  on  anatomy.  Professor  Gatchell  deliv- 
ered some  preliminary  lectures  on  Homeopathy, 
thus    antedating    the    regularly    appointed    pro- 
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fessor  of  Homeopathy,  Dr.  Rosa.  The  latter 
began  his  duties  in  the  autumn  of  1849.  His 
lectures,  notwithstanding  the  many  '  embarrass- 
ments appended  thereunto,'  were  delivered  with 
dignity  and  were  commended  in  a  set  of  resolu 
tions  by  both  eclectic  and  homeopathic  stu- 
dents. Professor  Gatchell  frankly  remarks, 
however,  that  neither  his  own  course  nor  that  of 
Professor  Rosa  was  as  conciliatory  as  might 
have  been.  At  any  rate  it  was  found  that,  how- 
ever liberal  they  would  have  preferred  to  be, 
that  this  attempt,  as  Professor  Gatchell  styled  it, 
to  mix  oil  and  water,  was  a  failure.  The  much 
desired  coalition  between  the  Homeopaths  and 
Eclectics  was  at  an  end.  But  this  fact  history 
records,  that  the  first  graduates  in  Homeopathy 
in  the  West,  as  Ohio  and  the  contiguous  terri- 
tory was  then  called,  six  in  number,  received 
both  Homeopathic  and  Eclectic  diplomas  on 
March  6,  1850. 

Since  that  day  Homeopathy  and  Eclecticism 
have  grown  steadily  on  about  an  equal  basis 
numerically.  They  have  never  had  occasion  to 
become  bitter  toward  each  other,  barring-,  per- 
haps, a  few  local  exceptions.  Friendly  rivalry, 
that  stimulus  to  progress,  has  marked  the  career 
of  both  schools,  and  it  is  to  be  devoutly  invoked 
that  Eclecticism  and  its  foster-child  of  the  days 
of  the  fathers — Homeopathy  in  the  West — may 
both  continue  to  work  unselfishly,  individually 
and  together,  for  the  good  of  human  kind." 
♦      ♦ 

"  Window  Display  "  Methods. 

Under  the  heading  "Window  Displays  "  a  New 
York  paper  of  last  month  gave  a  racy  account  of 
a  Seventh  Avenue  hosiery  establishment,  where 
a  decidedy  pretty  girl,  arrayed  in  full  street  cos- 
tume, gloves  and  hat  and  pince-nez,  is  sitting  in 
the  large,  plate-glass-windowed  store-front,  draw- 
ing on  and  off  a  variety  of  silk  stockings,  to  the 
interested  amusement  of  the  crowded  sidewalk, 
the  advertisement  of  the  hose  and  the  hosiery- 
firm,  and  the  doings  of  the  handsome  young 
woman. 

This  same  account  spoke  of  a  Harlem  depart- 
ment-store bent  upon  going  this  Seventh  Avenue 
establishment  one  better,  for,  having  a  stock  of 
bathing  suits  on  hand,  and  not  meeting  with  the 
readiest  kind  of  sales,  it  had  had  built  into  its 
large  front-window  a  typical  bathing-house, 
weather-boarded,  with  a  face-distorting  looking- 
glass,  and  hooks,  and  soggy  towels,  and  bucket  1  >\ 
fresh  water,  and  all  o'  that,  and  all  o'  that,  as  on 
the  beach,  with  the  side  nearest  the  street  open 
to  full  view.  At  certain  hours  of  the  da\ .  a 
dashing  young  woman,  arrayed  in  Atlantic  City 
board-walk  costume,  with  a  particularly  fetch- 
ing bathing-suit  over  her  arm,  enters  this  bathing- 
booth  from  a  side  door,  supremely  unconscious  of 
the  sidewalk-audience,  proceeds  to  disrobe  as  Fi  ir 
a  plunge  into  (  >ld  I  Icean,  and  dons  the  neat  and 
natty  bathing  suit,  "all  in  the  presence  of  the 
passenjaire."     The    fact    that    she    wears    tights 


saves  the  exhibition  from  being  "pinched"  by 
the  anthonycomstock  "cops."  The  other  kind 
of  "  cops  "  >eem  unable  to  cope  with  the  crowd,  or 
to  keep  the  sidewalk  open  sufficiently  for  the 
very  few  pedestrians  who  are  not  watching  the 
disrobement  of  street  "duds."  and  the  on-cloth- 
ing of  the  fashionable  flimsy  of  the  sea. 

We  have  heard  of  a  Professor  of  gynecology 
and  teacher  in  a  medical  school  who  used  to  intro- 
duce the  same  line  of  "  window  display  "  "  busi- 
ness "  into  his  clinical  work.  As  patients  were 
trundled  and  tumbrilled  into  the  operating 
theater,  their  faces  carefully  covered,  this  clair- 
voyant and  "  mind"-reading  Professor  would  seal 
himself,  slightl)  raise  the  obscuring  sheet,  cover- 
ing not  tin-  face,  hut  the  lower  part  of  the  body, 
and  say:  "Oh,  yes,  this  is  Mrs.  Smith";  or 
"  Good  morning,  Mrs.  Jones,  how  are  you  feeling 
this  morning  ?  "  ;  then  with  a  peep  at  the  next 
patient:  "Ah,  here  is  Miss  Brown  ";  and  so  on 
to  the  end  of  the  clinical  procession  to  the  im- 
mense delectation  of  the  class  and  the  "  gallery." 
This  recognizing  of  patients  simply  by  a  glance, 
under  the  sheet,  at  their  aspect,  so  to  speak,  is, 
to  say  the  least,  a  gift  of  Roentgen  ray  supreme, 
and  one  sure  to  impress  any  gallery-god,  he  he 
student,  or  physician,  or  invited  layman:  to  refer 
merely,  in  passing,  to  the  unwarranted  disclosure 
to  the  class  of  the  patient's  name  and  personality. 

Which  reminds  us  of  another  Professor,  also  at 
one  time  in  a  medical  school,  who,  not  satisfied 
with  the  usual  perfunctory  eclat,  following  the 
doing  faithfully  and  modestly  of  one's  duty,  upon 
one  occasion  issued  tickets  of  admission  to  his 
clinic  to  the  students,  the  physicians  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  their  friends;  he  even  went  so  far 
in  his  "  window-display "  methods  as  to  invite 
the  students  of  a  neighboring  medical  college  I  1 
come  upon  a  clay  certain  and  witness  the  great 
operation  of  Cesarean  section — a  most  wonderful 
case,  the  greatest  ever,  and  truly  the  only  one  ap- 
parently in  the  history  of  the  English  language! 
They  came,  the  invited  ones,  in  squads,  in  troops, 
in  platoons,  with  waving  banners  and  reserved 
seat  coupons;  and  what  saw  they?  A  Caesarean 
section  ':  Nay,  forsooth  and  go  to.  They  were 
chief  witnesses  of  the  deep  damnation  and  humili- 
aton  of  the  said  aforesaid  theatrical  and  "  win- 
dow-display "  Professor,  as  he  admitted  that  his 
Caesarean  section  had  basely  turned  out  to  be 
merely  a  simple  tumor  of  the  uterus ! 

Then  we  have  also  heard  of  that  other  specialist 
who  promised  to  op<  rate,  also  upon  a  day  certain, 
and  not  too  far  off,  for  a  colloid  tumor,  after  hav- 
ing probed  the  depth  of  the  uterus,  the  while  ex- 
plaining and  expatiating  learnedly  the  peculiarities- 
of  this  most  peculiar  of  peculiar  tumors;  but. 
alas  and  yet  more  and  again  alas,  truly,  for  be- 
fore the  timi  n  fur  this  operation,  indeed, 
on  the  night  theretofore  preceding,  the  colloid- 
tumored  patient,  unromantically  and  unkindly, 
up  and  had  a  twelve-pound  baby;  and  as  in  the 
case  of  the  other  Professor,  the  operation  was 
off,  as  well  as  the   Professor. 
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And  like  the  romancer  introduced  in  Mark 
Twain's  Roughing  It,  who  was  reminded  of  tale 
after  tale,  we  might  here  and  now  tell  that  still 
older  tale  yet  of  the  young  doctor  who  had  lost 
the  wife  and  the  baby  but  thought  he  could  pull 
through  the  old  man ;  or  of  the  young  doctor  who 
thought  his  parturient  was  bleeding  to  death  be- 
cause he  mistook  the  placenta  for  a  tumor;  or 
the  female-senior  who  was  asked  in  final  examin- 
ation what  surgical  instruments  would  be  needed 
in  the  amputation  of  a  cancerous  penile  appendix ; 
— but  we  won't. 

All  this  is  written  to  show  and  most  conclusively 
that  "  window-display  "  methods  are  not  the  sole 
property  of  the  hosiery  or  bathing-suit  establish- 
ments. 

And,  finally  that  it  is  a  most  wise  and  pious 
resolution  to  first  catch  your  rabbit  (even  with  a 
split  infinitive)  before  making  clam  chowder  or 
mock-turtle  soup. 

Truly,  it  is  to  laugh. 

♦     ♦ 
In  St.  Louis. 

We  spent  twenty-four  hours  recently  in  St. 
Louis,  and  are  now  prepared,  armed  cap-a-pie  as 
it  were,  to  write  a  large  volume  of  reminiscences 
of  that  large  City  by  the  River. 

We  have  not  been  in  St.  Louis,  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  visit  our  old  friends  of  the  late 
sixties  and  all  of  the  seventies  and  eighties  since 
we  were  graduated  in  medicine  in  the  Old  Mis- 
souri Homeopathic,  and  that  has  been  so  long 
ago  that  we  no  longer  pray  to  be  bald,  or  gray, 
or  bay-windowed  for  a  medical  starter;  and  we 
have  also  long  since  turned  our  college  diploma 
face  to  the  wall — that  is,  taken  it  out  of  its  frame, 
put  it  back  in  its  original  tin  case,  and  used  the 
frame  for  some  more  modern  work  of  art — not 
that  we  are  ashamed  of  it,  not  at  all,  for  we  are 
always  proud  of  our  alma  mater;  but  because,  like 
the  initial  full  beard,  the  princealbert  coat,  the 
highly  polished  boots,  the  celluloid  lingerie,  the 
"  nigger  "  plug-hat,  and  the  most  dignified  walk 
and  talk — we  no  longer  need  it  or  them  in  our 
business ;  as  our  grown-up  son  says,  we  have  got 
past  that. 

We  went  out  and  looked  up  Dr.  D.  M.  Gibson 
of  the  Clinical  Reporter  and  caught  him  just  as 
he  was  stepping  into  his  carriage  for  his  morn- 
ing calls ;  we  extracted  a  number  of  valuable 
opinions  and  two  good  cigars  from  him  before 
he  was  released  from  our  inquisition.  Next  we 
traipsed  out  into  the  former  farming  country  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Fair  Grounds,  and 
twisted  the  right-angle  bell  in  the  door  of  Dr. 
W.  B.  Morgan,  where  we  had  not  been  since  we 
were  delegated  to  take  the  class  diplomas  to  him 
for  his  validating  signature.  At  that  long-ago 
date  he  lived  in  the  dim  outskirts  of  the  city; 
now  he  is  in  the  heart  of  a  cultured  and  progres- 
sive district,  though  still  living  with  in  a  few  doors 
of  his  first  location.     While  the  tooth  of  time  has 


gnawed  his  neighborhood  into  a  first-class  com- 
munity, it  has  had  no  appreciable  effect  upon  the 
Doctor  himself.  We  found  him  the  same  quiet, 
undemonstrative,  unhasty  but  enthusiastic  homeo- 
path that  he  has  always  been.  Then  we  mean- 
dered, after  nightfall,  to  an  intensely  aristocratic 
Four-Hundred  neighborhood,  called  Delmar 
Boulevard,  and  found,  near  a  handsome  church 
structure,  the  genial,  bright-eyed,  witty,  but  pain- 
fully bald  Schott — and  here  we  found  a  still 
greater  novelty  than  Schott  himself,  and  that  was 
the  word  "  Homeopathist "  under  his  name  on 
the  outer  brass  sign.  Are  there  any  others  like 
it  in  St.  Louis?  He,  too,  Schott,  we  mean,  like 
the  rest  of  us  younger  men,  who  had  grown  one 
in  desperation,  has  sacrificed  his  flowing  patri- 
archal beard,  while  the  skeleton  fingers  of  time 
have  peroxided  his  priestly  rind  of  back  hair  a 
beautiaful  white ;  but  in  ni  other  way  is  there 
evidence  of  age.  On  tapping  him  between  two 
patients  and  also  two  "  Henry  Clays,"  we  found 
him  the  same  agile,  wide-awake,  clear-spoken, 
enthusiastic  homeopath  that  he  was  in  our  gosling 
days,  when  he  handed  us  students  the  bread  of 
life  across  the  table  at  which  he  sat  when  he 
lectured  down  in  the  dirty  old  shack  on  Tenth 
and  Carr.  Our  other  good  friend  and  adviser, 
Campbell,  we  did  not  get  an  opportunity  to  see. 

As  to  the  St.  Louis  College — and  that  was  the 
most  remarkable  part  of  it — notwithstanding  our 
most  dexterous  cross-examination  we  got  noth- 
ing from  any  source,  save  that  Morgan,  who 
never  played  the  organ  and  never  had  a  sister 
who  played  the  drum,  having  at  length,  after 
twenty-five  years  of  carrying  the  college  burden, 
unloaded  it  on  a  younger  man,  and  that  younger 
man  was  Schott,  to  wit,  the  witty  and  well-be- 
loved, and  who  would  rather  be  Schott  than  not. 
The  usual  quantum  of  students  and  success  at- 
tends our  dear  old  alma  mater.  Some  day,  too, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  hospital  annex  will  appear 
elsewhere  as  well  as  on  the  almost  worn-out  half- 
tone cuts  which  appear  in  the  college  ads.  But 
they  do  teach  homeopathy  in  the  St.  Louis  school, 
and  lots  of  it.  "  If  you've  got  any  students  that 
you  are  afraid  to  trust  to  the  other  homeopahic 
colleges,  Kraft,"  said  Schott,  "  send  them  down 
here,  and  I'll  guarantee  that  they  will  return  to 
you  good  and  honest  homeopaths  " !  Dr.  Sear- 
son  might  have  dropped  in  on  this  school  if  he 
had  come  to  St.  Louis,  and  he  would  in  no  class 
have  heard  any  advocacy  of  old  school  methods 
and  measure  and  materia  medica ;  and  there  were 
some  alleged  homeopathic  colleges,  as  he  dis- 
covered, where  allopathic  methods  were  the  order 
of  the  day. 

Then  we  returned  to  the  city,  or  rather  that 
part  which  used  to  be  down  town,  in  order  to  call 
at  Bockstruck's  Pharmacy,  always  called  Mun- 
son  &  Co.,  and  get  a  little  bryonia ;  and,  lo !  there 
was  no  vestige  of  the  old  building  on  Locust 
Street,  and  no  one  to  whom  we  addressed  our 
queries  in  that  district  knew  anything  about  the 
firm.     Later  in   the  afternoon,   as  we   were  on 
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our  way  to  the  Antikamnia  Company,  we  found 
the  old  familiar  Munson  &  Co.  sign  over  a  shop 
on  Pine  Street,  but  with  a  removal  transparency 
announcing  the  intended  departure  to  Market 
Street  on  the  first  of  the  year.  We  got  our 
bryonia.  had  a  few  minutes'  talk  with  1'." 
Struck,  and  then  resumed  our  walk  to  Ruf's  place 
of  business — his  new  "  shop  "  on  Sixteenth  and 
Pine.  Arrived  there  we  asked  a  portly,  good- 
looking  young  man  of  some  thirty-five  summers 
if  Mr.  Ruf  was  in?  Yes,  said  he  whom  we  had 
addressed,  he  was  that  individual.  When  he 
heard  our  distinguished  name  he  couldn't  get 
from  behind  the  intervening  railing  quick  enough 
to  let  us  into  his  private  office  for  a  heart-to- 
heart  talk  on  politics,  prunes,  and  prisms,  and 
things,  especially  the  latter,  lie  showed  us  his 
newest  baby,  metaphorically  speaking,  we  mean 
his  new  picture  of  the  sweet-faced  nun  which  the 
Antikamnia  Company  is  sending  to  all  known 
physicians.  He  took  us  out  into  the  tvpewiter 
room  and  let  us  listen  for  a  few  moments  to  the 
clicking  of  almost  innumerable  typewriters,  as 
the  fair-browed  young  women  were  pounding 
out  the  letters  to  accompany  the  nun-pictures,  as 
well  as  answering  the  other  mail  orders  of  the 
day.  There  is  every  evidence  of  prosperity  about 
this  handsomely-built  structure,  with  its  costly 
furniture,  and  its  prism  glass  windows.  If  we 
could  have  given  friend  Ruf  a  couple  of  hours, 
we  fear  we  wouldn't  have  hern  able  to  have  taken 
our  train  home  that  night,  unless  with  extraneous 
aid.  He  is  a  most  difficult  man  to  get  away  from 
when  he  sets  out  to  make  you  at  home  and  com- 
fortable. 

The  World's  Fair  buildings  are  all  under  way 
and  present  the  appearance  from  the  outside  of 
being  ready  for  occuoancy.  Finishing  touches, 
and  interior  decorations,  are  everywhere  the  order 
of  the  day,  even  on  Sunday.  Next  will  he  the 
grounds  and  the  roads,  the  beautifying  of  the 
green  places  and  the  flower-beds  and  the  trans- 
planting of  trees.  We  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  read  the  statistical  records  and  relative  size 
of  the  grounds, but  from  a  casual  visit  and  view,  we 
believe  that  the  foot  area  is  greater  than  that  of 
Chicago  and  of  P.uffalo;  and  that  for  beauty  of 
arrangement  and  design  it  will  vie  very  favor- 
ably with  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900.  One  of 
the  "cutest"  things  we  saw.  having  reference  to 
the  Louisiana  Purchase  Fair  was  a  copy,  in  mini- 
ature, of  the  first  building  erected  upon  the 
grounds?  Have  you  seen  it?  It  is  a  marvel  of 
simplicity  and  utility. 

The  weather  in  St.  Louis  was  ideal.  Hardly 
cold  enough  to  wear  an  overcoat.  We  had  not 
traveled  far,  however,  on  the  Big  Four  sleeper 
towards  Cleveland  when  we  began  to  feel  the  cold, 
and  were  thankful  that  our  overcoat  was  not 
loaned  to  our  uncle,  and  that  the  Pullman  cur- 
tains are  thick  and,  dense,  and  unventilated,  and 
stuffy. 

And  now  after  thinking  the  matter  over  a  num- 
ber of  times,  and  considering  the  manifest  ad- 


vantages and  attractions,  we  arc  lost  in  wonder 
why  Niagara  Falls  was  chosen  for  the  meeting 
place  of  next  year's  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy. 


1Boo\\  IRevlews. 


The  Essentials  of  Modern  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics.  By  John  William  Fyfe,  M.  I).,  with 
Formulary  by  G.  \V.  Boskowitz,  M.  D.  i2mo,  344  pp., 
cloth  S2.net.  The  Scudder  Brothers  Company,  Publishers, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

This  is  an  eclectic  book  and  a  good  one.  It  is 
attractive  as  all  the  materia  medica  hooks  of  this 
school  arc  to  all  homeopaths  who  have  1m  en 
graduated  from  technique-inculcating  homeo- 
pathic colleges.  How  many  of  the  present  da) 
homeopaths  are  aughl  hut  eclectics  in  thin  dis- 
guise? Take  the  notebook  of  the  average  gradu- 
ate and  see  what  he  has  carefully  filed  away  for 
future  use.  A  hundred  or  two  special  remedies 
for  special  diseases!  And  if  there  is  anything 
special  in  eclecticism  it  is  its  specialism,  its  treat- 
ing of  diseased  conditions,  real  and  assumed,  by 
specific  medicines. 

But  Dr.  Fyfe's  hook,  patterned  after  the  Es- 
sentials series  of  our  own  Dewey,  is  a  good  book, 
well  written,  well  arranged,  and  well  printed. 
His  introductory  chapter  or  preface,  outlining  the 
nature  of  materia  medica  in  general  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  eclecticism  in  particular,  is  a  little  jewel 
of  conciseness  and  interest  as  well  as  of  informa- 
tion. His  description  of  man  and  the  presumed 
action  of  medicines,  if  not  novel,  is  at  any  rate 
plausible  and  fills  a  want  which  homeopathic 
medicine  fails  to  supply.  For  instance,  he  says: 
"  Man's  body  is  composed  of  cells  and  cell  deriva- 
tives, arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  act  in  har- 
mony— the  one  cell  aiding  the  other  in  its  specific 
labor  incidental  to  its  position  as  a  part  of  the 
organism  we  call  man.  .  .  in  man  cell  function 
is  largely  controlled  by  the  influence  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  .  .  .  each  cell  possesses  the  faculty 
of  selecting  that  which  is  adapted  to  its  individual 
use  without  regard  to  the  action  of  the  other 
cells.  Upon  this  selective  faculty  of  individual 
cells  must  we  ever  largely  depend  for  the  bene- 
ficial results  of  drugs,  as  it  is  owing  to  this  selec- 
tive power  that  we  are  enabled  to  medicate  certain 
portions  of  the  body.  Through  this  independent 
cell  action  certain  structures  or  parts  of  the  body 
possess  a  certain  selective  attraction  for  certain 
drugs,  and  as  a  result  we  are  enabled  to  medicate 
the  throat  with  aconite  ;  the  thyroid,  mammary, 
and  other  glands  with  phvtolacca;  the  lungs  and 
pleura  with  bryonia;  the  heart  with  cactus;  the 
stomach  with  ioecac;  the  liver  with  podophyllin; 
the  spleen  with  polymnia  uvedalia  :  tin-  intestine 
with  magnesia;  the  rectum  with  collinsonia;  the 
uterus  with  cimicifuga  ;  the  bladder  with  gelse- 
mium;  the  ovaries  with  Pulsatilla;  the  prostate 
with  salal  serulata ;  and  the  urethra  with 
staphisagria." 
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Now  isn't  that  a  charming  way  of  "  doctor- 
ing"? Certain  well-established  remedies  for  cer- 
tain equally  well-established  anatomical  parts  of 
the  human  body.  Isn't  that  the  modern  homeo- 
pathic graduate's  idea  of  "  doctoring "  just  as 
much  as  it  is  of  the  eclectic  ?  What  more  simple 
and  more  reliable  ?  Why  spend  all  the  many 
weary  hours  as  a  professed  homeopath  in  running 
down  a  dozen  or  two  of  elusive  symptoms,  which 
a  later  and  bugteriological  generation  of  homeo- 
paths is  doing  its  goldarndest  to  prove  unreliable ; 
as  being  based  on  speculation  and  "  unthinkable 
hypotheses,"  the  senile  production  of  an  aged 
savant  with  a  young  and  buxom  French  wife? 
How  much  easier  to  prescribe  direct  medicine  for 
a  direct  action  upon  the  liver  or  upon  the  spleen 
or  the  prostate  or  the  thyroid  gland,  or  the 
thoracic  duct?  Is  it  any  wonder,  therefore,  that 
so  many  of  our  latter-day  graduates  take  lovingly 
to  the  eclectic  system,  really  believing  they  are 
serving  in  homeopathy's  cause,  because  they  have 
never  been  taught  the  true  meaning  of  the  Law 
of  Similia? 

Is  it  any  wonder,  further,  that  a  professed 
homeopathic  pharmacy,  a  corporated  company, 
with  a  historic  name,  no  one  of  which  name  to- 
day is  found  in  that  said  alleged  homeopathic 
pharmacy,  advertises  two  of  its  homeopathic 
books  in  eclectic  journals?  Small  wonder  that  a 
homeopathic  journal  was  latterly  obliged  to  put 
up  its  shutters  for  good  and  all,  because  the 
alleged  homeopathic  pharmacy  which  paid  the 
freight  had  so  fallen  away  from  homeopathy,  had 
engaged  in  so  many  non-homeopathic  ventures, 
and  insisted  upon  advertising  them  in  the  homeo- 
pathic journal  aforesaid — that  that  journal  had 
to  bite  the  dust.  Where  is  the  fault?  Not  in  the 
pharmacy ;  not  in  the  books  nublished ;  no,  it  is  in 
the  school  itself,  in  the  wretched  teaching ;  in  the 
shameful  ignorance  which  holds  its  brazen  court 
in  the  chair  of  homeopathic  materia  medica  in 
many  of  our  existent  schools.  That's  where  the 
trouble  lies. 

But  all  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  value  of 
Dr.  Fyfe's  book.  We  are  tempted  to  launch  out 
into  our  usual  jeremiad  on  the  threatened  de- 
cadence of  homeopathy  upon  seeing  this  excel- 
lent little  book,  and  noting  how  similar  its  teach- 
ings are  to  much  that  goes  for  homeopathy  in 
the  colleges,  and  in  many  of  our  practitioners' 
practice  at  this  day.  Dr.  Fyfe  has  given  his 
brethren  a  fine  book  ;  and  we  put  it  on  the  same 
plane  of  excellence  with  Dewev  in  homeopathv. 
It  is  well  written,  as  we  have  said  :  well  reasoned 
and  will  hold  its  advocates  to  the  last.  The  book 
is  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  of  remedies.  It 
is  concise:  it  wastes  no  time  or  space  in  "un- 
thinkable hypotheses " ;  it  addresses  itself  on 
every  page  to  the  practical  needs  of  the  practi- 
tioner who  is  in  medicine  not  for  his  own  health. 
It  is  a  small  dictionary  of  the  remedies  discoursed 
upon,  the  form  of  the  prescription,  and  the  usual 
form  of  ailments  in  which  it  is  acclaimed  to  be 
curative.     As  we  have  often  said,  were  we  not  a 


homeopath,  we  would  choose  to  be  brother  to 
Bloyer,  Cooper,  Fyfe,  and  a  dozen  other  famous 
eclectics,  after  whom  we  take  the  liveliest  pleasure 
in  reading.  But  we  had  a  good  introduction  to 
homeopathy  in  the  Old  Missouri  Homeopathic, 
and  it  is  hard  to  teach  an  old  dog  new  tricks, 
however,  taking.  For  general  medical  knowl- 
edge, for  practical  directions,  we  believe  this 
book  would  be  of  service  to  the  intelligent  homeo- 
path :  but  to  the  time-serving,  surgical-homeo- 
path, or  the  homeopath  limited,  it  would  be  a 
grave  temptation. 

(Slobulee. 


— According  to  the  report  in  a  local  news- 
paper we  learn  that  the  niece  of  the  First  Na- 
poleon, now  eighty-three  years  old, — the  niece 
is, — has  broken  her  femoral  bone.  Like  some 
other  medical  and  surgical  points  frequently 
percolating  through  the  evening  or  Monday 
morning  paper  this  is  "  interesting  if  true." 

— Why  floes  it  seem  necessary  for  a  prominent 
and  apparently  homeopathically  accoutred  pro- 
fessor of  a  homeopathic  college  to  advise  his 
class  to  use  Hamlin's  wizard  oil,  of  which  he,  him- 
self, has  used  "  thousands  "  of  bottles.  Or,  also, 
the  recommendation  of  Fenners'  Specific  for 
Epileysy.  Is  this  because  he  is  a  specific  special- 
ist of  the  most  modern  and  approved,  and  im- 
proved homeopathic  type? 

— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Toronto  Medical 
Society  a  patient  was  presented  who  had  suffered 
from  an  uncontrollable  desire  to  write  and  talk. 
After  a  consultation,  the  conclusion  was  reached 
that  there  was  an  irritation  over  the  speech  and 
writing  centers.  An  incision  was  made  and  a 
large  section  of  bone  removed.  Adhesions  were 
found  between  the  dura  and  the  bone  which  were 
separated  with  difficulty.  The  result  of  the  oper- 
ation was  stated  as  satisfactory. — Medical  Ex- 
aminer. 

— Why  doesn't  some  one  start  the  ball  of  ac- 
cepting some  of  the  many  invitations  of  the  old 
school  to  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  their  organ- 
ization, instead  of  riding  that  high  and  high 
strung  horse  of  intense  indignation.  A  good  way 
to  proselyte  is  to  show  the  heathens  that  you  have 
something  not  only  as  good  but  somewhat  bet- 
ter than  they  have.  But  kissing  goes  by  favor ; 
and  so  the  various  little  and  big  societies  meet 
and  decline  with  effusive  thanks  and  much  to- 
morrow morning's  printers  ink  the  invitation  to 
come  into  the  arms  of  the  old  school  and  have  a 
good  time  for  all  time  to  come. 

— Nearlv  one  hundred  cherry  pits  were  found 
in  the  appendix  of  a  patient  who  was  being  oper- 
ated on  in  a  Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  hospital,  recently. 
The  collection  of  stones  had  not  caused  appendi- 
citis, however.  Their  discovery  was  due  to  an 
operation  for  cancer  of  the  stomach.     Not  only 
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the  appendix,  but  a  large  space  in  the  intestines 
was  rilled  with  the  pits. — New  Eng.  Med. 
Gazette. 

Now  what  shall  we  do  with  that  fact?  A 
hundred  cherry  stones  found  in  his  appendix 
and  still  no  appendicitis!  Mirabile  dktu!  Truly 
this  caps  the  climax.  And  now  we  may  eat 
grapes  again,  may  we?  And  small  pearl-backed 
collar  buttons? 

— A  lay  newspaper,  discussing  some  observa- 
tions of  the  late  Minister  from  China,  Wo  Ting 
Fang,  quotes  him  as  follows:  "  Even  more  an- 
cient is  the  practice  of  homeopathy  which  has  now 
become  a  recognized  branch  of  medicine.  There 
was  '  healing  by  similarity  '  nearly  2000  years 
ago,  and  curing  by  minute  doses  of  poison.  This 
and  other  practices  died  out  for  something  over 
seventeen  centuries,  only  to  be  revived  in  our 
own  day  as  nineteenth  century  inventions." 

We  have  filed  this  little  Chinese  discovery  with 
the  others  which  this  wonderful  race  has  discov- 
ered, used,  and  lost  for  a  few  thousand  years, 
notably  gunpowder,  printing,  and  the  mariner's 
compass.     Next! 

— A  reading  of  Dr.  John  L.  Moffat's  admir- 
able Presidential  Address  before  the  New  York 
State  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  shows  a 
pretty  clear  understanding  of  the  lay  of  land 
homeopathic.  He  points  out  in  many  places 
where  the  homeopathic  profession  might  most 
easily  improve  itself,  and,  through  it,  the  stand- 
ing of  the  homeopathic  colleges.  It  is  a  well- 
written  address  and  is  not  at  all  mealy-mouthed 
in  pointing  out  the  failures  of  the  profession 
in  not  doing  its  fullest  duty  to  its  alma  mater. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  anti-vaccination- 
ists,  and  anti-vivisectionists. 

— Some  expert  shoe  producers  in  Lynn  recently 
made  a  pair  of  shoes  in  thirteen  minutes ;  where- 
at a  morning  paper  wonders  how  long  it  would 
take  a  healthy  boy  to  kick  a  hole  in  them.  But 
what  causes  us  to  wonder  is  why  any  kind  of  a 
decent  shoe  must  cost  from  $3.50  to  $5  when  it 
takes  but  so  little  time  to  make  a  pair ;  and  when, 
as  we  remember,  away  back  in  the  war  times,  it 
cost  us  but  $1.50  to  have  a  pair  of  shoes  made 
by  the  village  shoemaker,  and  a  pair,  too,  that 
outlasted  by  months  the  $5  products  of  the  pres- 
ent day. 

— The  Critique  is  delighted  to  receive  The 
Medical  Century.  We  were  on  the  point  of  for- 
warding the  regular  subscription  price,  under  the 
impression  that  we  had  been  marked  off  the  list, 
but  were  very  much  relieved  to  learn  that  the 
failure  to  receive  this  sterling  publication  was 
due  to  an  error  of  the  mailing  list. — The  Cri- 
tique. 

Hear  to  that,  will  you:  "On  the  point  of 
forwarding  the  regular  subscription  pri<  ! 
Tell  a  bigger  one  next  time!  Whoever  heard  of 
an  editor  paying  for  an  exchange.  Feel  like  bet- 
ting a  new  fifty-cent  silver  dollar  that  the  above 


was  in  the  copy-box  before  the  Critique  editor 
read  Dewey's  most  recent  complimentary  notice 
of   Progress  &  Strickler. 

— "  Der  gescheidste  giebt  nach;"  that's  Dutch, 
and    means    the    other    fellow,    of    course. — 'I  hi 
Critique. 

Wain.    Brer    Mastin,   your  "gigantic   intelli 
fails  to  come  to  your  rescue-."      It  is  not  Dutch, 
and  it  does  not  mean  the  other  fellow. 

— The  following  advertisement  taken  from  a 
Philadelphia  morning  paper  is  evidence  that  the 
Philadelphian  is  not  so  slow  as  might  be  con 
jectured:  "For  Rent.  Waiting  room  and  ofl 
for  physician  with  hot  and  cold  water.  Well 
lighted.  Inquire,"  etc.  And  the  friend  who 
sends  the  item  asks  if  we  know  of  any  physi- 
cian with  attributes  and  qualities  of  this  speci- 
fied order. 

In  cases  of  headache  with  tobacco  heart  think 
of  kalmia  latifolia,  which  from  its  similarity  of 
action  is  almost  an  antidote  to  the  tobacco  habit. 
Worth  trying  sometime  when  you  get  "  stuck  " 
on  some  inveterate  tobacco  user's  case. 

— A  newspaper  account,  which  latterly  fell 
into  our  hands,  describes  the  fall  from  grace  and 
into  the  hands  of  the  law,  of  a  once  splendid 
physician  and  expert  operator,  and  the  son  of  an 
eminent  gynecologist.  If  we  should  add  that  to 
us  it  seems  as  if  all  this  came  upon  this  once 
promiseful  scion  of  a  noble  house  through  his 
marrying  of  a  wife,  we  should  at  once  alienate 
every  and  each  of  our  lady  subscribers :  so  we 
do  not  say  it.  But  this  is  what  the  newspaper 
account  clearly  sets  forth.  Also  that  opium- 
eating  added  its  quota  to  the  downfall  of  the 
physician  and  his  wife.  Perhaps  it  was  a  wise 
Providence  which  gave  no  heirs  of  his  body  to 
Washington,  or  McKinley.  We  know  what 
Dunham's  sons,  and  Hering's  son  have  done  and 
are  doing. 

— Wonder  who  that  physician  was  who  spoke 
from  the  floor  of  the  American  Institute  at  Bos- 
ton, saying  that  in  his  opinion  homeopathists 
should  pay  no  regard  to  discoveries  in  serum- 
therapy,  but  should  confine  themselves  strictly  to 
the  early  teachings  of  Hahnemann  a  century  ago. 

Wasn't  that  a  bold  thing  for  a  homeopath  to 
do  in  a  homeopathic  section  of  the  old  home'  \- 
pathic  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy;  that 
is  to  say,  suggesting  by  inference  that  the 
homeopaths  of  to-day  used  anything  but  homeo- 
pathic remedies  in  their  homeopathic  cures 
Truly  the  temerity  of  this  one  man  was  colossal. 
Who  was  he?  But,  dear  me,  we  had  forgotten. 
This  will  be  made  apparent  in  the  report  in  the 
Transactions — when  they  appear. 

— A  man  standing  upon  the  shore  in  time  of 
tempest   and  danger  sees  a  great   ship  drifting 

dangerously  near  the  rocks,  lie  shouts:  "  Who 
will  man  the  boats  to  saw  her:  "  I  know  that  it 
is  not  the  man  who  shouts  that  does  the  saving. 
It  is  the  strong  arms  of  the  men   who   row   the 
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boats  out  to  her.  They  are  the  men  who  do  the 
real  work.  Still  the  one  who  shouted  did  some- 
thing, if  he  but  awakened  a  desire  to  save,  and  if 
he  but  stirred  up  others  to  a  full  realization  of 
the  needs  of  the  occasion. — O.  S.  Haines,  M.  D. 

— Dr.  Francois  Cartier  of  Paris,  notifies  the 
profession  that  he  has  changed  his  office  from 
18  to  13  Rue  Vignon  with  the  same  telephone 
number  as  formerly.  Dr.  Carder's  office  is  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Madeleine  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city. 
We  feel  sure  that  any  American  visiting  Paris  at 
any  time  will  find  a  most  cordial  reception  from 
the  Doctor,  who  is  never  too  busy  to  spend  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  with  his  professional  friends ; 
and  as  Dr.  Cartier  speaks  English  fluently  it  is 
like  finding  an  oasis  in  a  desert  to  drop  in  on  him 
and  talk  matters  over. 

— "  It  is  now  considered  malpractice  to  treat 
diphtheria  without  antitoxin,"  says  the  trade  cir- 
cular of  a  manufacturing  chemist.  Now,  isn't 
that  a  ripe  trick,  to  use  the  vernacular  of  the 
street  ?  Since  when  are  the  pharmacal  companies 
dictating  what  is  or  is  not  malpractice?  What 
does  Medical  Brief  and  a  half  hundred  other 
medical  journals  of  this  country,  and  perhaps  all 
the  homeopathic  journals  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
think  of  that? 

— I  believe  in  understanding  drugs  clear  down 
to  the  root  of  the  matter,  as  far  as  possible,  but 
the  right  place  for  the  homeopathic  physician  to 
begin  to  study  is  at  the  symptomatology  end. 
And  my  strongest  proof  of  the  correctness  of 
this  course  is  that  with  such  study  we  have  come 
in  our  one  hundred  years  to  be  able  to  do  more 
with  drugs  than  the  old  school  have  in  2000. — E. 
B.  Nash,  M.  D. 

— A  reprint  on  our  table,  from  the  North 
American  Journal  of  Homeopathy,  by  Dr. 
Egbert  Guernsey  Rankin  entitled  "  Observations 
on  the  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
with  a  Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Infirmary  of 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital  "  is  an  interesting 
document  and  well  worthy  a  more  than  once 
careful  reading.  Dr.  Rankin  fails  not  to  interest 
and  instruct  his  readers.     Note  this  paragraph : 

"  But  let  us  turn  to  another  class  of  remedies 
— a  class  administered  upon  a  different  basis  of 
indications,  namely,  that  of  similia.  What  claim 
have  these?  Let  us  turn  for  an  answer  to  the 
Metropolitan  Tuberculosis  Infirmary,  the  largest 
hospital  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  The  writer 
finds  that  it  is  the  general  consensus  of  opinion 
of  its  medical  staff  that,  with  the  maximum 
amount  of  fresh  air  and  suitable  nutrition,  better 
results  are  obtained  with  medicine  than  without, 
and  of  the  various  lines  of  treatment,  as  far  as 
medication  is  concerned,  as  therapeutics  now 
stands,  medicines  administered  according  to  the 
principle  of  similia  are  attended  with  the  best  re- 
sults. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Medi- 
cal  Staff  of  the   Tuberculosis   Infirmary  are  at 


liberty  to  employ  any  line  of  treatment  which 
holds  out  any  hope  of  benefit,  and  this  conclusion 
therefore,  may  be  presumed  to  be  unprejudiced." 
Testimony  of  this  sort,  from  a  man  of  the  emi- 
nence of  Dr.  Rankin,  is  worth  a  million  times 
the  stilted,  perfunctory  brag  of  some  high  official 
on  the  value  of  "  The  Law." 

— "  Hindrances  to  Truth,"  being  the  Presi- 
dential Address  at  the  British  Homeopathic 
Congress,  Oxford,  1903,  lies  before  us.  The 
President  was  Dr.  Percy  Wilde,  Honorary  Phy- 
sician, Lansdowne  Hospital,  Bath.  Those  who 
have  read  his  other  papers  as  they  have  appeared 
originally  in  the  English  homeopathic  journals 
need  no  statement  from  us  that  he  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  homeopathic  profession ;  and 
that  his  Presidential  Address  was  a  fine  one. 
Note,  for  one  instance  of  clear  thinking  and 
equally  clear  stating  his  definition  of  Science : — 

"  Even  at  the  present  day,  the  word  Science 
is  used  as  if  it  represented  or  assumed  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  cause  and  nature  of  phenomena. 
Science  does  not  represent  knowledge,  but  its 
method ;  it  is  to  knowledge  very  much  what 
grammar  is  to  language.  It  teaches  us  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  we  can  avoid  the  misconceptions 
which  are  natural  to  the  human  mind ;  it  shows 
how  to  express  things,  in  their  proper  relation  to 
one  another,  and  by  doing  so  to  avoid  inco- 
herency.  We  cannot  do  this  without  the  recog- 
nition of  principles,  and  the  adoption  of  method, 
and  the  use  of  a  definite  terminology.  You  may 
wonder  why  I  occupy  your  time  with  such  ele- 
mentary truths ;  but  it  has  been  proclaimed  that 
Medicine  is  an  Art,  has  always  been  an  Art, 
and  never  can  be  a  Science ;  that  there  are  no 
such  things  as  laws  governing  the  action  of 
remedies ;  that  Empiricism  is  our  only  guide ; 
and  that  to  profess  to  practise  by  any  sort  of 
system  or  method  is  irrational." 

Will  some  of  our  scientic  homeopaths  please 
copy? 

— The  twenty-fifth  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
Northern  Indiana  and  Southern  Michigan 
Homeopathic  Medical  Association  was  held  No- 
vember 5,  in  the  council  chamber  of  the  city 
hall  with  the  first  vice-president,  E.  G.  Freyer- 
muth  in  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of  the  presi- 
dent, Wm.  Dedrick,  there  being  present:  E.  G. 
Freyermuth  and  Martha  A".  Thomas,  South 
Bend;  Professors  A.  L.  Blackwood  and  H.  C. 
Allen,  Chicago;  M.  K.  and  W.  B.  Kreider. 
Goshen;  H.  S.  Hewitt,  Mishawaka ;  E.  C.  Dun- 
ning, White  Pigeon;  A.  L.  Fisher,  Porter  Tur- 
ner, Geo.  F.  Washburne,  C.  W.  Haywood,  O.  D. 
Goodrich  and  H.  A.  Mumaw,  Elkhart. 
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Suppurating    Appendicitis     Opening     into    the 
Bladder. 

\:\    DR.    ENRIQUE   FORTUN. 

Juan  G.,  a  Spanish  merchant,  thirty-seven 
years   old.   with   evident    syphilitic   antecedents, 

began  to  suffer  about  two  months  ago  acute 
pains  in  the  right  iliac  pit,  while  a  tumefaction 
was  observed  in  that  region. 

He  became  an  inmate  of  a  clinic  of  this  city, 
where  his  case  was  diagnosed  as  malignant  neo- 
plasm. After  remaining  about  20  days  in  said 
clinic,  the  patient  decided  to  leave  for  Spain  ;  in 
the  meantime,  he  stopped  at  a  hotel  here.  While 
there  he  was  taken  with  violent  fever  and  ague, 
with  a  temperature  of  about  41  degrees  C,  and 
the  first  micturition  following  this  attack  did 
show  the  presence  of  a  great  quantity  of  pus. 

Dr.  Parra,  who  was  attending  the  patient,  did 
me  the  honor  to  ask  me  to  assist  him.  I  called 
on  him  the  night  after  the  evacuation  of  pus  had 
occurred. 

The  first  symptom  to  which  my  attention  was 
called  upon  examination  was  the  dimension  and 
hardness  of  the  liver,  with  swellings,  the  mass- 
iveness  of  which  continued  uninterruptedly  in 
connection  with  the  massiveness  of  the  iliac  pit, 
in  which  region  (the  right  iliac  pit)  an  accentu- 
ated muscular  resistance  was  observed,  though 
that  region  instead  of  being  swollen  presented  a 
depression,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  rim  of  the 
hepatic  gland  could  be  felt  by  the  hand.  The 
temperature  was  38  degrees,  the  pulse  beat  be- 
tween 80  and  90.  and  the  general  condition  of 
the  patient  was  rather  satisfactory. 

The  diagnosis  offered  no  doubt  in  our  opinion : 
Suppurating  appendicitis  with  evacuation  into 
the  bladder  (the  urine  which  was  shown  to  us 
was  extremely  fetid  and  mingled,  and  it  did  con- 
tain a  large  quantity  of  pus)  and  syphilitic  cir- 
rhosis of  the  liver. 

We  advised  the  patient  to  consent  to  be  oper- 
ated upon,  which  he  did.  On  the  following  day 
an  incision  of  about  seven  centimeters  was  made 
into  the  middle  of  the  depression  observed  in  the 
iliac  pit.  We  rapidly  reached  a  perfectly  de- 
fined cavity,  which  contained  a  little  pus  mixed 
with  mucosities.  We  washed  out  the  cavity 
with  hydrozone  and  plugged  it  with  iodoform 
gauze.  On  the  following  day,  when  we  dressed 
the  wound,  upon  careful  examination  of  the 
cavity,  we  did  not  find  any  connection  with  the 
bladder,  but  we  could  extract  the  appendix 
which  was  affected  by  feces. 

A  complete  cure  was  accomplished  in  a  month, 


and  during  that  time  the  liver  decreased  con- 
siderably in  volume.  Since  the  third  day  of  the 
operation  antisyphilitic  treatment  was  followed. 

The  communication  between  tin-  cavity  of  the 
abscess  and  the  bladder  healed  after  12  days  of 
treatment. —  Revista  Medica  Cubana. 


Rheumatic  Pain  and  Fever. 

In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Bulletin  we  find 
the  following  under  the  caption  of  "  Acute 
Articular  Rheumatism,"  by  Dr.  E.  *  i.  Evans: 
"  Salol  is  the  best  intestinal  antiseptic  we  have 
and  antikamnia  as  a  pain  reliever  is.  without 
doubt,  unsurpassed,  tin  rei'ore.  the  combination 
of  these  two  remedies  in  the  form  of  the  well- 
known  'antikamnia  and  salol  tablets'  affords 
us  the  ideal  medicament  fur  pain  and  fever  in 
rheumatic  conditions.  Patients  appreciate  the 
fact  that  when  administering  antikamnina,  you 
relieve  the  pain  without  giving  them  morphia, 
while  the  salol  acts  as  a  germicide  and  antiseptic, 
tending  to  ameliorate  generally,  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  Antikamnia  and  salol  tablets 
(each  tablet  contains  2  1-2  grs.  antikamnia  and 
2  1-2  grs.  salol)  are  best  given  in  doses  of  two 
tablets  every  three  hours  until  ten  or  twelve 
tablets  are  taken  during  twenty-four  hours. 
The  patient's  bowels  must  be  kept  open  and  the 
diet  should  be  light.  Alcohol  is  contra-indicated 
and  water  should  be  freely  and  frequently  given. 
The  bed  covering  should  not  he  too  heavy,  but 
warm.  Cold  water  packs,  as  well  as  hot  fomen- 
tations are  verv  beneficial." 


Dailg  Memoranda  Calendar. 

The  re-issue  of  the  Pope  bicycle  daily-leaf 
calendar  may  be  considered  the  opening  gun 
proclaiming  the  natural  and  healthful  return  of 
bicycling.  Colonel  Albert  A.  Pope,  the  founder 
of  our  bicycle  industries  and  the  pioneer  in  the 
Good  Roads  Movement,  is  again  at  the  head  of 
the  bicycle  industry.  Upon  the  366  calendar 
leaves  are  freshly  written  lines,  from  the  pens  of 
our  greatest  college  presidents,  doctors,  clergy- 
men, statesmen,  and  other  eminent  men  and 
women,  all  of  them  enthusiastically  supporting 
bicycling.  Half  of  each  leaf  is  blank  for  mem- 
oranda. This  calendar  is  free  at  the  i 
Manufacturing  Company's  stores,  or  any  of  our 
readers  can  obtain  it  by  sending  five  2-cent 
stamps  to  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Co.,  Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


Therdpeutic  flints. 

Dr.  A.  Frank  Taylor,  of  Castle  Creek,  N.  Y., 
writes :  "  Last  April  I  was  called  to  attend  a  man, 
sixty-four  years  old,  who  had  been  suffering 
from  chronic  albuminuria  for  nearly  ten  years, 
his  urine  was  heavily  loaded  with  albumin,  and 
he  was  so  bloated  that  at  times  his  eyes  were 
closed  and  his  hands  were  almost  useless.  I  had 
but  little  idea  of  doing  more  than  possibly  to  make 
him  comfortable  temporarily.  After  a  while, 
not  having  accomplished  much,  for  a  change  I 
gave  him  some  protonuclein,  and  to  my  surprise 
I  found  (in  the  course  of  a  month)  his  urine 
almost  free  from  albumin,  and  the  dropsical  con- 
dition entirely  relieved.  Thinking,  perhaps  it 
might  be  a  coincidence,  I  stopped  the  proto- 
nuclein for  a  time,  and  found  the  albumin  in- 
creasing. I  began  giving  protonuclein  again, 
and  in  a  week's  time  the  urine  was  almost  free 
from  albumin,  and  the  general  condition  is 
highly  satisfactory." 

A  symposium  on  the  treatment  of  tubercular 
affection  by  various  authors,  including  Dr.  W. 
H.  Dieffenbach,  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic 
College,  has  just  been  issued  by  Reed  &  Cornish 
for  free  distribution  and  will  be  sent  to  anyone 
applying  for  same. 

♦ 

Items  of  Interest. 

— The  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  Col- 
lege reports  a  larger  increase  in  its  student  body 
than  has  occurred  at  any  time  during  the  last 
twelve  years.  This  increase  is  made  up  very 
largely  of  advanced  students,  and  is  attributed 
to  the  clinical  advantages  which  the  college 
offers  its  classes.  It  is  the  custom  to  give  each 
class  a  large  amount  of  bedside  instruction,  i.  e., 
the  class  being  divided  up  into  sections,  each  sec- 
tion takes  up  a  certain  list  of  cases  in  the  wards 
of  the  hospitals  affiliated  with  the  college,  and 
has  the  opportunity  of  coming  in  direct  contact 
with  the  patient,  making  examinations  and  di- 
recting the  treatment  under  competent  instruct- 
ors, and  then  watching  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease and  the  effect  of  medical  and  surgical  treat- 
ment. 

As  the  college  has  a  large  amount  of  clinical 
material  (over  thirteen  hundred  beds,  treating 
fifty  thousand  patients  annually)  the  student  is 
bound  to  encounter  all  of  the  ordinary  medical 
and  surgical  diseases  during  his  course.  As  the 
senior  year  of  the  course  is  made  up  almost  ex- 
clusively of  clinical  work,  many  graduates  of 
other  colleges  are  attracted  and  have  the  advan- 
tage not  only  of  the  clinical  experience  which  is 
better  than  that  of  the  course  in  any  of  the  post- 
graduate institutions,  but  they  also  receive  the 
diploma  of  the  college,  and  this  seems  to  be  an 
attractive  feature,  for  over  one-fourth  of  this 
year's  seniors  entered  the  class  either  as  gradu- 
ates or  as  advanced  students. 

— Don't  forget  the  dark  iodide  of  lime  made 
by  Billings,  Clapp  &  Co.,  165  High  Street.  Bos- 


ton, when  you  have  a  case  of  true  membranous 
croup.  More  than  thirty  years  ago,  Dr.  A.  G. 
Beebe,  of  Chicago,  while  in  council  with  an  aged 
physician,  came  into  possession  of  the  knowledge 
that  in  this  remedy  we  had  a  specific  for  that 
most  dreadful  enemy  of  childhood.  During  all 
these  years  he  has  used  it  in  a  large  city  prac- 
tice without  the  loss  of  a  single  patient.  Fifty 
cents  will  bring  you  an  ounce  which  will  keep 
any  length  of  time  if  not  exposed  to  dampness 
or  light.  It  is  administered  by  dissolving  ten 
or  fifteen  grains  in  four  ounces  of  water,  and 
giving  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  every  thirty  min- 
utes until  the  patient  is  better,  then  less.  It  is 
entirely  harmless. 

— A  few  Sundays  ago  the  vast  reading  public 
of  New  York  City  was  somewhat  mystified  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  a  very  small  but  sig- 
nificant advertisement,  appearing  in  certain  ob- 
scure places  in  all  the  daily  newspapers.  Each 
advertisement  had  something  to  say  about  the 
"  Proctor  Plan."  Within  twenty-four  hours,  as 
a  result  of  Mr.  Proctor's  ingenious  methods, 
ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  millions  of  New 
York's  reading  public  were  asking:  "  What  is 
the  Proctor  Plan  ?  "  When  Mr.  Proctor  was 
asked  as  to  the  solution  of  the  problem,  he  sim- 
ply answered :  "  The  '  Proctor  Plan  '  just  con- 
sists in  taking  care  of  the  Proctor  audiences  at 
the  Proctor  theaters ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  a  part 
of  the  "  Proctor  Plan  "  to  furnish  each  auditor 
with  a  clean,  wholesome  show,  and  plenty  of  it; 
with  courteous  attention  from  the  moment  one 
enters  the  doors  until  one  leaves  it ;  with  pleas- 
ant and  agreeable  surroundings,  alike  for  young 
and  old,  and  finally,  to  leave  all  comers  with  the 
impression  that  they  have  received  more  than 
their  money's  worth,  which  in  all  cases  is  really 
a  fact."  This  doubtless  explains  why  the  Proc- 
tor playhouses  are  getting  more  than  their  share 
of  patronage  just  at  this  time,  when  other  the- 
aters seem  to  be  languishing. 

— "  Once  upon  a  time,  traveling  in  Kentucky 
or  the  Carolinas,  about  every  second  man  one 
met  on  the  highway  was  a  colonel  or  a  brigadier- 
general.  To-day  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
doubtless  other  cities  of  the  Republic,  every 
other  doctor  one  meets  in  the  streets  or  the  sick- 
room is  a  professor  or  lecturer  in  some  hospital, 
infirmary,  or  dispensary.  It  may  be  further  ob- 
served in  looking  around  and  visiting  the  haunts 
of  the  doctor,  that  the  younger  the  physician  the 
more  likely  is  he  to  be  a  professor.  Take  up  a 
journal,  a  provincial  one  preferred,  in  which  it 
can  be  seen  that  most  of  the  articles  are  decor- 
ated at  the  top  with  professorships,  honorary  de- 
grees, etc.  This  rider  the  writer  displays  at  the 
head  of  his  article  probably  because  it  has  no 
other  merit  to  recommend  itself  to  the  reader, 
or  he  may  wish  by  it  to  draw  away  the  reader's 
attention  from  the  neighboring  article  by  some 
medical  man  who  makes  no  pretension  to  be  any- 
thing more  than  a  plain  doctor — a  recorder  of 
facts  and  experiences  as  they  present  themselves 
to  him."— Dr.  T.   T.  Hillis  in   Med.  Record. 
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VIOLA  TIOH  OF  PROFESSIONAL  SECRECY. 

UNDER  this  caption  American  Medicine  speaks 
of  the  custom  among  Life  Insurance  Com- 
panies of  exchanging  medical  examination  papers 
and  thus  fortifying  each  other  against  undesirable 
risks.  But  the  point  which  Editor  Gould  makes 
is  the  divulgement  of  the  secrets  of  the  pris  n- 
house  which  these  examinations  necessarily  con- 
tain. He  calls  especial  attention  to  the  case  of 
ladies,  who,  in  the  belief  of  the  absolute  security 
and  inviolable  secrecy  of  the  life  company  to 
whom  they  apply  are  induced  to  tell  that  which 
no  one  should  know  save  the  family  physician. 
Still  this  confession  is  upon  the  slightest  pretext, 
forwarded  to  some  other  examining  physician 
who  will  not  scruple  to  use  it  in  the  regular 
routine  of  his  office  as  examiner  for  that  other 
company.  It  might,  therefore,  be  well  for  the 
importuned  insurance  applici  nform  him- 

self if  the  company  makes  ducks  and  drakes  of 


his  private  family  disclosures  ;  or  whether  such 
communications  are  considered  as  sacred. 
American  Medicine  makes  the  further  point  that 
it  is  extremely  bad  ethics  for-  any  physician,  no 
matter  in  what  commercial  relation  he  may  stand 
with  the  world,  to  divulge  any  professional 
secret  with  which  he  may  become  familiar.  The 
exchange  of  life  insurance  applications  is  a  com- 
mon one  and  when  once  a  man  has  been  "  turned 
down  "  his  chances  of  procuring  insurance  else- 
where are  exceedingly  remote. 

A  young  man  of  about  thirty  made  application 
to  an  old  line  company.  The  examining  physi- 
cian made  a  hurried  office  examination  of  the 
urine  and  found,  as  he  declared,  albumen.  He 
refused  to  pass  the  gentleman.  Later  this  appli- 
cant applied  to  other  companies  but  was  every- 
where refused.  As  American  Medicine  says  the 
companies  had  formed  a  trust.  A  physician,  not 
a  life  insurance  examiner,  being  appealed  to  by 
this  aforesaid  gentleman,  made  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  urine  on  a  number  of  occa- 
sions, making  a  full  record  of  all  that  was  found  ; 
he  called  in  an  expert  in  this  specialty,  submitted 
his  records,  and  invited  the  expert  to  make  his 
own  tests,  which  was  done.  No  albumen  was 
found  !  But  a  lot  of  other  things  were  found 
which  "  cut  no  ice."  Then  the  applicant  ap- 
peared again  before  the  original  examiner  and 
insisted  upon  another  examination.  As  before 
the  urine  showed  the  peculiar  turbidity,  and  the 
physician  began  to  say  that  albumen  was  still 
present.  But  the  young  man  had  been  duly 
coached,  turned  the  tables  on  the  examiner  and 
asked  him  a  few  questions  touching  what  was 
usually  found  in  urine,  etc.,  with  the  result  that 
the  examiner  passed  him  !  Now  see  the  evil  this 
man  had  hern  doing  to  a  worthy  young  man:  not 
only  making  his  life  miserable,  but  in  condemn- 
ing him  to  all  the  other  insurance  companies  as 
an  unfit  risk.  The  hurried  office  examinat 
with  a  couple  of  dollars'  worth  of  apparatus, 
a  farce  of  the  first  magnitude  which  every  life 
insurance  company  ought  to  know,  and  in-ist 
upon  a  thorough  examination.  Every  white 
precipitate  in  boiled  urine  is  not  albumen. 
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Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD   ALLEN,    M.    D.,  no  West 
1 2th  Street,  New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are    made   by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Coryzd. 

Dr.  Carrier20  recommends,  in  the  beginning 
of  acute  coryzas,  mix  vomica,  3d  centesimal,  re- 
peated doses  every  hour.  Should  the  cold  de- 
velop, in  the  watery  stage  we  may  differentiate 
between  arsenic,  watery  discharge,  soreness  of 
nostrils,  euphrasia,  eyes  and  nose  both  running, 
and  allium  cepa,  profuse  watery  discharge,  with 
watery  dropping  into  throat  on  lying.  If  this 
second  stage  is  a  dry  one,  pulsatilla,  loss  of  smell, 
and  sambucus  may  be  thought  of.  Then  comes 
the  true  catarrhal  period,  the  period  of  the  hand- 
kerchief, with  yellow  green  discharge,  the  acute 
symptoms  having  passed ;  for  this,  Cartier  con- 
siders hydrastis  canadensis,  6th  centesimal,  as 
the  remedy  above  all  others  in  value.  For  the 
"  grande  complication,"  the  descent  of  the  in- 
flammatory process  into  the  pharynx,  larynx, 
and  bronchial  tubes,  kali  bromatum,  3d,  is  rec- 
ommended most  highly  after  several  years  of 
experience  with  its  efficacy. 

Nux  vomica,  3d,  alone,  or  with,  or  followed 
by,  kali  bromatum,  3d,  gives  the  greatest  of  sat- 
isfaction in  the  treatment  of  acute  coryzas. 

In  chronic  coryzas  the  following  are  sug- 
gested :  If  the  chronic  catarrh  be  the  indefinite 
continuation  of  an  acute  attack,  hydrastis,  6th, 
is  advised.  If  the  rhinitis  be  the  consequence  of 
ulceration  in  the  nasal  chambers,  kali  bichro- 
micum,  6th  to  the  30th.  If  there  be  great  dryness 
in  nose  and  pharynx,  sanguinaria ;  if  there  be 
pressure  at  the  base  of  the  nose,  ignatia ;  in 
chronic  disease  of  the  sinuses,  hydrastis.  In  hy- 
pertrophic rhinitis,  kali  bichromicum,  in  weak 
doses,  and  in  atrophic  rhinitis,  sanguinaria,  are 
to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list.  In  ozena, 
aurum,  or  if  the  case  be  syphilitic,  potassium 
iodide. 

Dr.  Cartier  mentions  many  other  remedies, 
but  these  are  the  ones  which  have  proven  most 
useful.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  absence  from 
the  list  of  many  favorites. 

Conium  in  Tumors  of  the  Breast. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Dewey16  says :  If  I  am  positive  of 
any  one  thing  in  medicine  it  is  the  power  of 
conium  30th  to  cure  certain  "  lumps "  in  the 
female  breast.  It  has  been  my  experience  re- 
peatedly ,to  see  tumors  of  a  suspicious  nature  in 
the  mammae  disappear  by  the  use  of  conium  in 
this  potency.  Of  course  the  indications  must 
present  themselves  here,  as  with  any  other  rem- 
edy. There  are  piercing  pains,  a  tender  gland, 
with  a  fugitive  stitching  here  and  there  in  it. 
More  especially  is  it  indicated  if  the  lump  dates 


from  some  injury,  such  as  a  blow.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  other  potencies  would  do  the  same,  but 
I  am  sure  of  the  30th,  and  could  relate  a  number 
of  cases  wherein  it  has  prevented  the  advised  use 
of  the  surgeon's  knife.  If  we  wait  too  long,  or  if 
the  case  is  one  too  far  advanced,  time  may  be 
lost  to  the  detriment  of  the  patient.  Of  this  I 
am  aware,  but  in  most  cases  in  the  early  stages 
of  mammary  tumors  the  waiting  for  a  few  weeks 
will  not  result  in  harm  to  the  patient  if  the  case 
be  watched.  It  is  in  the  formative  stage  of  these 
neoplasms  that  the  remedy  will  act  by  checking 
the  development  of  the  growth. 

Colchicin  Poisoning. 

Courtors  Sufnt  and  Trastour39  describe  a  case 
of  fatal  poisoning  by  colchicin  in  a  man  of  forty- 
three,  who  had  nephritis  and  was  subject  to  gout. 
He  took  12  capsules,  each  containing  %  mg-  of 
colchicin  and  20  cm.  of  methyl  salicylate,  in  one 
evening.  On  the  following  morning  he  awoke 
prostrated,  and  vomited  blood-tinged  mucus. 
He  had  also  unconsciously  vomited  through  the 
night.  Helena  and  hematuria  were  present,  but 
no  diarrhea.  Four  days  later  he  was  admitted 
to  the  hospital,  when  his  condition  was  as  fol- 
lows :  He  was  pale  and  cyanosed  and  the  ex- 
tremities were  cold.  The  second  sound  of  his 
heart  was  accentuated,  and  there  was  present  a 
bruit  de  galop.  Tremors,  rapidly  increased  by 
excitement,  were  present.  Arthritis  of  the  right 
elbow,  attributed  to  the  drug,  was  observed.  The 
urine  contained  albumin  and  blood.  Ten  days 
after  the  ingestion  of  the  drug  the  patient  died, 
and  the  necropsy  revealed  intense  congestion 
of  all  the  organs,  particularly  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  and  there  was  extravasation  of  blood 
in  places.  There  was  interstitial  nephritis,  the 
left  kidney  weighing  60  grams,  and  the  right 
80  grams.  Up  to  the  time  of  death  the  urine 
contained  colchicin.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
usual  symptom  of  colchicin  poisoning,  namely, 
headache,  abdominal  pain,  abundant  vomiting, 
diarrhea,  etc.,  were  absent.  This  case  shows  the 
importance  of  using  colchicin  with  care  in  cases 
of  gout  in  which  the  kidneys  are  diseased. 

Geisemium. 

C.  E.  Fisher,  M.  D.,17  says  that  "  Only  a  fever 
remedy  "  is  a  slander.  The  jasmine  is  one  of  the 
best  of  helpers  that  the  obstetrician  possesses.  It 
is  a  cross  between  belladonna  and  cimicifuga, 
just  as  ferrum  phosphoricum  is  a  cross  between 
aconite  and  geisemium  in  fevers.  Its  sphere  is 
both  relaxation  and  dilatation.  It  relaxes  the 
cervix  and  dilates  the  os  as  no  other  drug  I  have 
used,  except  in  cases  in  which  the  indications  for 
some  other  remedy  are  not  of  the  most  positive 
kind.  If  I  had  but  one  lying-in  helper  it  would 
not  be  belladonna,  nor  pulsatilla,  nor  cimicifuga, 
nor  chamomilla,  but  geisemium.     It  is  as  much 
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the  pronounced  absence  of  a  type  that  calls  for  it 
as  anything  else.  The  backaches,  the  patient 
squeezes  the  obstetrician's  hand  in  the  vise  of  a 
Methodist,  and  she  writhes  and  twists  on  the  bed 
in  a  fashion  suggesting  bodily  effort  at  induction 
of  the  rotation  of  the  fetal  head.  In  delayed  ad- 
vance, with  the  characteristic  movement  which 
has  been  described  as  the  corkscrew  motion  of 
the  head  in  its  effort  to  engage,  the  attempts  of 
the  womb  in  this  direction  amounting  to  almost 
a  uterine  intelligence,  gelsemium  has  no  equal. 
Look  out  for  it  and  be  ready  to  help.  For  more 
than  once  has  its  effect  been  so  prompt  in  my 
practice  that  I  have  almost  been  caught  off  my 
guard.  I  have  given  it  both  high  and  low,  and 
with  apparently  equally  good  results.  By  prefer- 
ence I  use  the  30th  now,  but  cannot  condemn  the 
second  and  third,  both  of  which  have  served  me 
well. 

Aurum. 

In  a  study  of  the  mental  symptoms  of  various 
drugs,  Dr.  H.  R.  Arndt21  gives  the  following  as 
calling  for  aurum. 

He  says  aurum  has  been  to  me  a  most  inter- 
esting remedy,  not  indicated  very  often,  but 
closely  associated  with  striking  phenomena.  The 
mental  indication  most  frequently  and  persist- 
ently taught  me  when  a  student  was  a  strongly 
marked  suicidal  impulse;  and  writers  on  symp- 
tomatology still  emphasize  this  symptom. 
There  is  nothing  like  an  honest  desire  or  a  serious 
inclination  to  commit  suicide  under  aurum.  But 
the  mental  condition  is  one  of  utter  wretched- 
ness, alternating  with  periods  of  considerable  ex- 
hilaration— a  true  mental  hysteria,  nearly  always 
associated  with  serious  perversion  in  the  sexual 
sphere,  occurring  in  young,  emotional  persons,  of 
rather  active  but  shallow  intellect.  These  per- 
sons are  honestly  wretched  and  at  times  they 
wallow  in  a  slough  of  deep  despondency,  dwell- 
ing with  much  gusto  upon  a  wish  that  they  might 
be  dead  to  be  out  of  their  misery ;  a  deep  sense  of 
humility,  active  and  sincere  for  the  time  being, 
characterizes  this  mental  state ;  but  they  are  too 
shallow,  too  changeable,  too  hysterical  to  war- 
rant any  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  observer. 
A  genuine  desire  to  end  life  must,  for  its  execu- 
tion, be  backed  by  pluck  and  determination ;  and 
in  these  the  aurum  patient  is  hopelessly  deficient. 

Coccus  Cdcti. 

According  to  Haines5  coccus  cacti  is  valuable 
in  kidney  diseases  with  dull  or  lancinating  pains, 
worse  from  pressure  and  from  movement,  spas- 
modic pains  with  vesical  tenesmus  and  frequent 
urination,  prolonged  acute  pains  from  left  kidney 
down  the  ureter  to  the  bladder,  with  desire  to 
urinate,  the  urine  scalding.  Mowing  drop  by  drop, 
depositing  a  whitish  sediment  and  having  an 
ammoniacal  odor. 


In  short,  coccus  cacti  resembles  cantharis,  and 
may  be  used  with  successs  in  acute  nephritis,  in 
nephritic  colic,  and  in  vesical  catarrh. 

Anacdrdium. 

Hahnemann  says:  "The  following  symptoms 
indicate  the  use  of  anacardium  with  tolerable 
certainty  : 

"  Hypochondriac,  sullen  mood  ;  depression  of 
spirits;  dread  of  men;  tearfulness;  apprehension 
of  near  death;  deficiency  of  moral  feeling  (de- 
pravity, flagitiousness,  inhumanity,  hard-hearted- 
ness),  sensation  as  if  he  had  two  wills,  one  of 
which  repels  him  from  what  the  other  leads  him 
to  do;  sensation  as  if  the  spirit  were  disunited 
from  the  body;  desolate  emptiness  of  the  head; 
headache  pressing  from  the  temple  towards  the 
eyes:  headache  in  the  occiput,  arising  from  wrong 
stepping  and  great  noise.  Weakness  and  dim- 
ness of  the  eyes ;  nets  and  dark  spots  before  the 
eyes;  painful  swelling  of  the  ear;  itching  in  the 
ears;  running  at  the  ears,  grumbling  in  the  ears; 
roaring  in  the  ears ;  surdity  ;  bleeding  at  the  nose ; 
fetid  odor  from  the  mouth,  without  his  perceiv- 
ing it ;  accumulation  of  water  in  the  mouth ;  fecu- 
lent taste  in  the  mouth ;  violent  thirst ;  want  of 
appetite;  nausea  early  in  the  morning;  weakness 
of  the  stomach ;  difficult  digestion ;  oppression  at 
the  pit  of  the  stomach,  early  in  the  morning  on 
waking  up ;  oppression  at  the  liver ;  hardness  of 
the  abdomen ;  blood  with  the  stool ;  varices  of  the 
rectum,  sometimes  painful;  itching  of  the  arms; 
humor  eking  out  at  the  rectum  ;  burning  in  the 
glands  before  and  after  micturition ;  involuntary 
erections  during  the  day;  there  is  but  little  en- 
joyment in  coition ;  leucorrhcea  with  itching  and 
soreness ;  feeling  of  drynenss  in  the  nose ;  ob- 
struction of  the  nose ;  chronic  coryza,  and  dis- 
charge of  mucus  from  the  nose ;  expectoration 
when  coughing;  rattling  in  the  larynx,  when 
lying  on  one  side;  stitches  and  heaviness  in  the 
forearm ;  tensive  pain  and  weakness  in  the  arm ; 
trembling  of  the  right  hand;  burning  of  the  soles 
of  the  feet ;  weight  in  the  limbs,  especially  in  the 
knees;  tremulous  lassitude;  want  of  irritability 
of  the  skin,  which  cannot  be  excited  into  itching 
or  becoming  moist  by  the  use  of  resin ;  sensitive- 
ness to  cold  and  draughts  of  air ;  catching  cold 
easily  ;  falling  asleep  late  ;  anxious  dreams  ;  chill- 
iness; sweat  when  sitting." 

— We  chronicle  the  death  of  Dr.  Robert  Boo- 
cock  of  Flatbush,  L.  I.,  for  near  thirty  years  a 
subscriber  to  this  journal.  From  the  Medical 
Century  we  learn  of  the  death  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Beebe, 
the  well-known  homeopathic  physician.  From 
another  source  we  are  also  informed  of  the  deatli 
of  the  wife  of  our  good  brother.  Dr.  George  M. 
Ockford  of  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  who  died  of 
pneumonia  on  December  28  last.  And  as  we  go 
to  press  we  learn  that  Dr.  H.  M.  Dearborn  of 
New  York  has  died  of  pneumonia,  and  that 
Phoebe  J.  B.  Waite  has  also  passed  beyond! 
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BROMIDES  IN  NER.VOVS  AFFECTIONS 


By  M.  E.  Douglass,  M.  D.,  Baltimore 


The  primary  effect  of  the  usual  medicinal  doses 
of  any  of  the  bromides  is  to  contract  all  the 
blood-vessels,  notably  those  of  the  brain  and 
spinal  cord.  Under  their  primary  influence  all 
the  organs  sleep,  or  are  placed  in  that  condition 
of  quietude  which  leads  to  sleep.  They  arrest 
reflex  action  and  diminish  muscular  irritability. 

The  secondary  effect  of  the  bromides,  which 
may  occur  during  their  prolonged  use,  or  after 
their  suspension,  is  just  the  opposite,  namely:  the 
contracted  arteries  dilate,  congestion  occurs, 
either  passive  or  active ;  sleeplessness,  nervous 
erethism,  hyperesthesia  of  the  reflex  nervous 
system,  and  abnormal  muscular  irritability 
results. 

These  pathogenetic  effects  are  those  which 
occur  when  the  bromides  are  administered  to 
healthy  animals  or  men. 

In  choosing  a  homeopathic  remedy  we  must 
take  into  account  both  actions  of  a  drug.  In 
homeopathy  we  can  prescribe  the  bromides  for 
cerebral  and  spinal  anaemia,  etc.  (primary 
effects),  using  very  minute  doses,  and  thus  aid  in 
restoring  the  normal  equilibrium  of  the  circula- 
tion. In  congestion,  spasm,  erethism,  etc.,  we 
can  prescribe  the  bromides,  for  the  latter  belong 
to  their  secondary  effects.  Accordingly  we  give 
appreciable  doses,  but  not  enough  to  lead  to  an 
aggravation  of  the  malady. 

The  homeopathic  physician,  using  the  bromides 
according  to  these  rules,  becomes  possessed  of  a 
class  of  valuable  remedies,  without  which  his 
success  in  the  treatment  of  many  severe  and  dan- 
gerous disorders  would  be  greatly  diminished. 

With  these  statements  as  a  sort  of  general 
introduction,  we  will  take  up  the  different  salts  of 
bromine,  in  their  order,  and  apply  them  to  the 
treatment  of  affections  of  the  nervous  system. 

First  in  the  list  comes  bromide  of  ammonium 
whose  action  appears  to  be  principally  upon  the 
brain,  the  cervical  and  dorsal  portion  of  the 
spinal  cord,  the  eyes  and  nose.  Its  action  upon 
the  brain  is  similar  to  that  of  all  the  bromides. 

In  accordance  with  the  statement  of  Brown- 
Sequard  "  that  this  salt  was  to  be  preferred  when 
there  is  a  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  congestion 
of  the  base  of  the  brain  or  of  the  spinal  cord  and 
its  meninges" ;  Dr.  Hale  usually  selected  this  salt 
in  the  treatment  of  the  first  stages  of  cerebro- 


spinal meningitis,  basilar  meningitis,  and  certain- 
severe  occipital  headaches.  In  these  affections. 
Dr.  Hale  gives  the  following  rule  for  dose : 
"  The  dose  must  be  graduated  to  suit  the  age  and 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  patient.  My  experience 
leads  me  to  the  belief  that  the  maximum  dose  is- 
one  grain  for  each  year  up  to  twenty  years.  For 
instance,  a  child  of  three  years  requires  in  severe 
cases  three  grains,  repeated  every  two  or  three 
hours.  A  strong  man  of  twenty  or  thirty  re- 
quires twenty  grains  every  three  or  six  hours, 
until  improvement  sets  in.  In  cases  of  less- 
severity  half  or  one-fourth  the  quantity  may 
cure."  Cases  may  occur  where  we  may  select 
this  remedy  from  the  symptoms  of  its  primary 
action,  namely,  in  conditions  of  anaemia  of  the 
base  of  the  brain  and  upper  portion  of  the  cord, 
when  such  anaemia  is  due  to  a  diminished  caliber 
of  its  blood-vessels. 

Hammond  ("Diseases  of  Nervous  System") 
says :  "  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  spasm  of  the 
blood-vessels,  produced  through  the  sympathetic 
and  vasomotor  nerves,  explains  the  origin  and 
continuance  of  many  cases  of  cerebral  anaemia. 
It  is  in  this  way  that  mental  emotions  act,  and 
sometimes  with  such  rapidity  as  to  cause  instant 
death.  This  spasm  may  be  kept  up  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  with  the  effect  of  developing  the 
ordinary  symptoms  of  cerebral  anaemia  even  after 
the  emotion  which  originated  it  has  long  dis- 
appeared." 

It  is  in  just  such  cases  that  the  bromides  are 
primarily  homeopathic.  The  symptoms  of  these- 
salts  gives  a  perfect  picture  of  brain  anaemia. 
Especially  do  the  mental  symptoms  point  to  that 
medicine. 

The  dose  in  such  cases  must  be  very  minute. 
I  have  seen  prompt  curative  action  from  the  3X 
and  6x  dilution,  frequently  repeated  until  im- 
provement sets  in. 

Bromide  of  ammonium  was,  at  one  time, 
highly  praised  by  our  old-school  friends  in  the 
treatment  of  pertussis.  It  was  used  with  suc- 
cess in  many  cases,  but  did  not  cure  all,  and 
as  a  consequence  of  its  failure  it  has  fallen  into 
disuse.  Too  much  was  expected  of  it,  but  to  the 
homeopathists  it  will  prove  a  valuable  aid  in  the 
treatment  of  that  malady  and  many  other  coughs 
of  a  spasmodic  character. 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


69 


The   characteristic    indications   arc: 

Sudden,  deep,  spasmodic  cough,  causing  a 
pain  in  the  stomach. 

Cough,  deep,  spasmodic,  severe,  at  intervals  of 
a  few  moments,  almost  continuous  for  hours, 
especially  when  lying  down  at  night,  with  sensa- 
tions of  tickling  irritation  in  the  larynx,  some- 
times with  a  distinct  whoop. 

The  expectoration,  if  any,  consists  of  a  tough, 
stringy  mucus. 

The  curative  dose  is  the   ix  and  3X  dilutions. 

In  the  treatment  of  epilepsy,  convulsions,  and 
sleeplessness,  this  salt  is  not  as  useful  as  some 
other  bromide.  But  it  may  be  substituted  if 
necessary. 

Bromide  of  Calcium 

This  salt  is  said,  by  Dr.  Hammond,  to  have 
effects  which  resemble  both  bromide  of  potassium 
and  chloral  hydrate.  It  is  asserted  to  be  prefer- 
able to  either  when  there  is  congestion  of  the 
brain  with  delirium  and  sleeplessness,  or  in  sleep- 
lessness alone  with  great  nervous  irritability. 

This  salt  is  the  most  valuable  of  all  the 
bromides  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  children. 

The  children  for  whom  bromide  of  calcium  is 
most  useful  are  the  lax-lymphatic,  nervous,  and 
irritable.  They  grow  fast,  hut  the  flesh  is  not 
solid ;  they  learn  to  walk  with  difficulty,  the  teeth 
come  tardily,  and  are  attended  with  gastric,  in- 
testinal, and  cerebral  irritation.  It  is  useful  in 
the  vomiting  and  diarrhea  as  well  as  for  the 
sleeplessness,  fretfulness,  and  tendency  to  brain 
disease. 

But  to  be  successful  with  bromide  of  calcium  it 
must  be  used  boldly.  Xo  danger  need  be  feared 
from  its  use.  It  is  not  a  narcotic  like  opium  and 
its  preparations.  One  grain  of  the  crude  drug 
can  be  given  for  each  year  of  the  child's  age,  and 
this  dose  can  be  repeated  every  hour  in  urgent 
cases  with  perfect  safety  until  the  dangerous 
symptoms  subside. 

In  milder  cases  of  erethism  or  irritation  the  ix 
to  3X  trituration  may  be  relied  on. 

Bromide  of  Camphor. 

The  sphere  of  action  of  this  drug  is  doubtless 
nearly  that  of  camphor,  modified  somewhat  by 
the  bromine.  It  is  primarily  homeopathic  to 
cerebral  congestion,  with  great  nervous  erethism, 
especially  when  it  assumes  the  form  of  hysteria. 
It  is  probably  secondarily  indicated  in  cerebral 
anaemia,  from  previous  over-stimulation,  and  at- 
tended by  sleeplessness,  cold  extremities,  feeble 
circulation,  and  nervous  headache. 


Bromide  of  Lithium. 

Dr,  S.  Weir  Mitchell  prefers  this  salt  to  the 
Other  bromides,  in  that  it  does  not  cause  erup- 
tions, and  that  its  action  is  far  more  speedy.  I  fe 
gives  a  case  of  a  gentleman  threatened  with 
apoplexy,  who  had  had  one  attack  and  was  hemi- 
plcgic.  lie  was  taken  with  numbness,  vertigo, 
headache,  and  thickness  of  speech;  one  dose  of 
30  grains  removed  the  symptoms  in  less  than  half 
an  hour.  He  also  records  a  case  of  epilepsy, 
when  a  fit  occurred  every  morning,  on  rising. 
Cured  by  10  grains  twice  a  day.  I  have  had  no 
personal  experience  with  this  salt. 

Bromide  of  Potassium. 

This  was  the  first  preparation  of  the  bromides 
which  was  presented  to  the  profession.  It  has 
been  most  extensively  used  and  its  effects  re- 
corded with  greater  minuteness  than  any  other. 
Of  late,  however,  the  bromide  of  sodium,  owing 
to  its  less  irritating  effects  on  mucous  surfaces, 
its  pleasanter  taste,  and  some  other  qualities,  is 
considered  preferable.  For  most  purposes  the 
sodium  salt  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  the 
potassium. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  uniform  pathological 
condition  caused  by  its  direct  effects  in  large 
doses  is  cerebral  anaemia.  If  this  condition  is 
kept  up,  we  have  deficient  nutrition.  If  the 
brain  has  been  already  diseased,  structural  or 
functional  disease  may  become  permanent — fixed 
by  its  primary  or  secondary  action. 

The  most  prominent,  unvarying  symptoms  of 
the  brain  and  mind  caused  by  this  drug  are: 

1.  Profound  melancholic  delusions,  either  a  re- 
ligious depression  or  a  feeling  of  moral  defi- 
ciency. 

2.  Loss  of  memory,  absent-mindedness,  he  for- 
gets how  to  talk,  slowness  of  ideas. 

3.  Delusions  of  conspiracies  against  him. 

4.  Illusions. 

5.  Amnesic  aphasia ;  he  could  pronounce  any 
word  he  was  told  to,  but  could  not  speak  other- 
wise. 

It  does  not  cause  melancholy  with  belief  in  ap- 
proaching poverty  and  want,  but  the  contrary; 
a  belief  that  "  thousands  of  dollars  are  sewed  up 
in  his  clothing,"  or  that  "  gold  was  concealed  in 
the  lining  of  his  coat." 

These  profound  melancholic  and  other  illusii 
were  all  caused  by  massive  doses.      If,  therefore, 
this    medicine    is    prescribed     for    the    symptoms 
enumerated    as     primarily    pathogenetic,     e 
mental   depression   from  cerebral  anaemia  or  ex- 
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haustion — it  must  be  given  in  minute  doses,  3.x 
to  6x. 

The  secondary  pathogenetic  effects  of  large 
doses  are  sometimes  quite  serious.  It  has  been 
observed  that  when  doses  of  40  to  60  grains,  sev- 
eral times  a  day,  have  been  suddenly  suspended, 
one  of  two  conditions  sets  in :  ( 1 )  a  condition  of 
cerebral  irritation;  (2)  cerebral  congestion.  In 
cases  of  post-mortem  of  animals  to  which  the 
bromide  had  been  given  in  massive  doses,  intense 
congestion  of  the  brain  and  its  meninges  were 
found.  This  proves  that  the  secondary  action  of 
the  bromides  is  to  cause  that  condition  for  which 
it  is  given  successfully.  It  is,  therefore,  homeo- 
pathic in  rational  doses  (1  to  20  grains)  in  cases 
of  cerebral  irritation  and  congestion. 

The  first  or  irritative  stage  of  delirium  tremens 
is  ordinarily  treated  by  5  to  10  grains  of  bromide 
repeated  every  two  or  three  hours ;  but  the  face 
must  be  flushed,  eyes  red,  pulse  quick  and  hard, 
with  delirium  of  active  type  and  horrid  illusions. 
If  the  face  is  cold  and  pale,  pulse  weak  and 
thready,  digitalis  is  the  proper  remedy.  These 
two  medicines,  aided  by  cimicifuga  3X,  or  hyos- 
cyamus  ix  control  all  cases  of  that  fearful  mal- 
ady. 

No  remedy  compares  in  efficacy  with  this  in  the 
treatment  of  night  terrors  of  children,  from  any 
cause.  A  few  grains,  according  to  the  age  of 
the  child,  given  at  bedtime,  banishes  these  attacks 
at  once,  and  often  for  a  long  time.  A  very  satis- 
factory method  of  using  this  drug  in  night  ter- 
rors of  children,  is  to  beat  up  ten  to  twenty  grains 
of  the  bromide  with  the  yolk  of  one  egg,  and 
give  as  an  enema. 

Puerperal  mania,  when  attended  by  ferocious 
or  erotic  delirium,  is  always  relieved  and  often 
cured  by  the  free  administration  of  this  medicine ; 
true,  also,  in  spasms  and  convulsions  from 
fright,  anger,  and  other  emotional  causes  occur- 
ring in  plethoric,  nervous  people,  or  in  women 
at  the  time  of  the  menses. 

In  acute  congestions  or  inflammatory  diseases 
of  the  brain  it  ranks  with  aconite,  belladonna, 
gelsemium,  glonoin,  veratrum  viride,  and  sola- 
num. 

In  active  congestion  or  the  first  stage  of  inflam- 
mation, before  effusion  has  occurred,  the  bro- 
mides, if  promptly  and  properly  given,  will  arrest 
the  disease. 

In  the  reflex  cerebral  irritations  and  conges- 
tions of  children  during  teething,  cholera  in- 
fantum, or  in  scarlet  fever,  it  is  almost  specific. 


In  some  of  the  menstrual  ailments  it  is  specific, 
namely,  when  they  are  preceded  or  attended  by 
epileptic  spasms,  catalepsy,  headache,  and  con- 
gestive heat;  burning  and  irritation  of  the 
genitals,  nymphomania,  erotic  fancies,  lascivious 
dreams,  sleeplessness,  spasms  of  the  uterus,  pains 
in  the  ovaries,  menorrhagia,  and  many  disagree- 
able reflex  symptoms. 

Spasmodic  croup  is  often  relieved  promptly, 
especially  when  it  occurs  suddenly  in  the  night, 
and  is  the  result  of  reflex  irritation  from  teething 

or  worms,  rather  than  a  catarrhal  irritation. 

-♦-     ♦ 

A  Clinical  Case  with  Comments. 

BY  JAMES  C.   WOOD,   M.   D. 

Miss  A.,  set  24;  nursemaid.  Patient  no  longer 
able  to  continue  her  work  because  of  constant 
pain  in  right  side  over  McBurney's  point  and  in 
left  side  deep  in  the  pelvis.  She  is  anaemic,  ex- 
ceedingly nervous  and  hysterical,  constipated, 
and  has  at  all  times  a  gaseous  dyspepsia,  though 
the  indigestion  is  much  aggravated  at  the  mens- 
tural  period.  The  stools  are  dry  and  hard  and 
covered  with  tenacious  mucus.  The  right 
kidney  drops  almost  into  the  pelvis  and  aggra- 
vates the  appendicular  pain  when  in  the  upright 
posture.  There  is  a  dysmenorrhea  of  the  ob- 
structive type  with  some  leucorrhea,  which 
evidently  has  its  origin  from  a  cervical  endome- 
tritis. Rectal  exploration  reveals  a  tight 
sphincter  with  several  papillae.  The  clitoris  is  al- 
most entirely  concealed.  Urine,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  bladder  epithelium,  normal.  Ap- 
pendix felt  on  palpation  as  a  hard,  unyielding, 
cord-like  mass. 

This  patient's  physician  is  a  most  excellent  pre- 
server and  an  all-around  practical  man.  He 
has  had  her  under  careful  general  and  local 
treatment  for  six  months,  with  slight,  if  any, 
improvement  in  the  symptoms  enumerated.  I 
therefore  deemed  it  best  to  resort  to  surgical 
measures  without  further  effort  in  a  palliative 
way.  Accordingly  on  April  3,  1903,  I  divulsed 
and  curetted  the  uterus,  overcame  the  clitoridal 
adhesions,  divulsed  the  rectum  and  removed  the 
existing  papillae,  and  then  opened  the  abdomen 
in  the  Trendelenberg  posture.  The  left  ovary 
was  twice  its  normal  size.  After  incising  it  for 
exploratory  purposes  it  seemed  best  to  remove  it 
entire.  The  right  ovary  was  slightly  enlarged, 
but  it  did  not  seem  necessary  to  remove  it.  The 
appendix,  which  was  adherent  and  thickened, 
was  removed  and  the  stump  inverted  after  cau- 
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terization,  by  means  of  a  purse-string'  suture. 
After  closure  of  the  abdomen  the  kidney  was 
fixed  through  a  lumbar  incision  and  the  patient 
removed  from  the  table  in  fairly  good  shape. 
Convalescence  was  uninterrupted  and  she  left 
the  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  third  week. 

Improvement  in  this  ease  was  continuous  for 
six  months  when,  upon  returning  to  her  work, 
she  began  to  again  complain  of  indefinite  pains 
in  the  pelvis  and  back  which  made  it  extremely 
difficult  for  her  to  continue  in  it.  An  examina- 
tion at  this  time  showed  the  uterus  retroflexed 
and  the  right  ovary  under  the  fundus.  An 
effort  was  made  by  rest,  posture,  tampons,  etc., 
to  afford  relief  so  that  she  could  continue  to  sup- 
port herself,  but  the  effort  was  futile.  She  re- 
mained a  semi-invalid  until  October  24,  1903, 
when  the  abdomen  was  again  opened  and  the 
right  ovary,  which  had  also  undergone  gross 
changes,  was  removed.  The  uterus  was  then 
stitched  in  front  and  the  abdomen  closed.  Again 
convalescence  was  uninterrupted  and  the  relief 
afforded  has  been  most  marked.  She  reported 
to  me  on  January  25,  1904,  and  I  found  her  the 
picture  of  health  and  very  happy.  She  is  able 
to  do  her  work  with  ease  and  suffers  no  incon- 
venience whatever,  except  slight  vasomotor  dis- 
turbance which  is  readily  overcome  by  means  of 
amyl  nitrite  3X. 

Remarks. — While  the  foregoing  case  is  suffi- 
ciently stereotyped  and  commonplace  to  the 
specialist  who  is  constantly  engaged  in  abdom- 
inal work  to  be  almost  without  interest,  there 
are  certain  deductions  to  be  made  from  its  his- 
tory and  course  which  will  I  think  be  of  interest 
to  the  general  practician. 

1.  In  doing  practical  everyday  surgery  one 
needs  to  deal  with  the  girl  who  is  a  breadwinner 
very  differently  from  what  he  would  deal  with 
the  woman  of  leisure  and  means.  There  are 
many  women  quite  as  seriously  afflicted  as  was 
this  girl  who,  because  of  their  ability  to  rest  when 
they  so  desire,  and  because  they  have  at  their 
command  maids  and  men  servants,  get  on  with- 
out the  intervention  of  surgery  and  withal  enjoy 
a  fairly  comfortable  existence. 

2.  When  the  abdomen  is  opened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  one  ovary  and  the  other  is 
left  behind,  even  though  it  be  but  slightly  dis- 
eased, the  patient  takes  chances  on  being  com- 
pelled, later  on,  to  have  this  ovary  cared  for. 
This  fact  should  always  be  explained  to  the  pa- 
tient   and    her    friends    and    the    responsibility 


properly  located.  I  do  not  mean  to  infer  that 
both  ovaries  should  be  sacrificed  when  it  is  pos- 
sible to  save  one,  or  even  a  very  small  portion  of 
it.  I  do,  however,  desire  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  chance  of  future  trouble  when 
conservative  ovarian  work  is  done,  and  it  be- 
hooves the  surgeon  and  the  physician  to  be  gov- 
erned accordingly. 

3.  There  was  present  in  this  case  a  chronic 
catarrhal  appendicitis,  which  may  have  been 
caused  by  the  loose  kidney  of  the  right  side. 
Whether  the  appendicular  lesion  was  so  caused 
or  not,  the  patient  suffered  from  a  group  of  symp- 
toms which  very  commonly  result  from  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  appendix.  These  are:  (a) 
Gaseous  dyspepsia,  which  in  this  case  was  prob- 
ably made  worse  by  the  kidney  complication; 
(b)  coated  tongue,  foul  breath,  and  a  constant 
bad  taste  in  the  mouth;  and  (c)  constipation 
with  mucus-coated  stools  due  to  a  catarrhal  or 
mucous  enterocolitis.  When  this  group  of 
symptoms  present  themselves  I  make  it  an  in- 
variable rule  carefully  to  palpate  the  appendix. 

4.  Increasing  experience  convinces  me  that  the 
best  results  can  be  obtained  in  doing  abdominal 
work  only  by  looking  after  the  lower  orifices 
when  there  is  constipation  with  cold  hands,  cold 
feet,  etc.  The  nervous  phenomena  incident  to 
the  forced  climaxis  are  infinitely  less  troublesome 
where  the  vasomotor  embarrassment  is  so  over- 
come, 

5.  In  dealing  with  climacteric  disturbances, 
whether  post-operative  or  senile,  we  have  in 
homeopathy  a  class  of  remedies  of  the  greatest 
utility,  concerning  which  our  confreres  of  the 
older  school  know  little  or  nothing.  Those 
more  commonly  called  for  will  be  found,  as  a 
rule,  among  the  vasomotor  disturbers.  My  own 
armamentarium  in  a  remedial  way  in  dealing 
with  them  is  made  up  of  sanguinaria,  lachesis, 
sulphur,  jaborandi,  sepia,  amyl  nitrite,  glonoine, 
ignati.  Caulophyllum,  cimicifuga,  belladonna, 
gelseminum,  argentum  nit.,  and  coffea  are  more 
rarely  called  for. 

816  Rose  Building,  Cleveland,  O. 


— At  the  close  of  a  series  of  questions  sent  out 
by  a  Free  Trial  institute  offering  to  cure  morphine 
addiction  we  find  this  statement:  "  I  solemnly  de- 
clare upon  my  honor  that  the  above  answers  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 
(  Sign  here.)"  Not  a  bad  idea  is  it,  to  swear  a 
man  to  his  answers  when  applying  for  a  free 
trial  treatment  of  anything1. 


72 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


Some  Business  Aspects  of  Medical  Practice. 

BY  X.  A.   POWELL,   M.  D.,  TORONTO. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  I  have 
been  watching  the  course  of  medical  men  in  prac- 
tice, and  trying  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  com- 
plete or  partial  failure  in  those  who  might  rea- 
sonably have  been  expected  to  have  been  suc- 
cessful. Many  die  leaving  no  provision  for 
those  dependent  upon  them,  others  become  med- 
ical derelicts,  floating  half-submerged,  useless  to 
themselves  or  to  the  world,  and  a  positive  danger 
to  all  who  approach  them  unguardedly.  A  third, 
and  always  a  larger,  class  have  simply  been  dis- 
appointments to  all  who,  in  earlier  years,  had 
builded  hopes  of  success  for  them.  I  present  to 
you  no  statistical  study,  but  give  you  instead 
certain  clinical  impressions,  and  shall  ask  how 
these  accord  with  what  has  fallen  under  your 
own  notice  in  watching  the  drift  of  medical  life. 

When  I  first  entered  practice  I  think  it  could 
be  safely  said  that  the  larger  proportion  of  those 
who  did  not  succeed  owed  their  failure  to  the 
over  use  of  alcohol.  That  is  not  so  to-day ;  the 
profession  to-day  is  moderate  in  the  use  of 
liquors,  as  a  result  of  increasing  self-respect  and 
self-control ;  misuse  of  them  is,  in  consequence, 
a  factor  having  far  less  importance  than  it  had 
even  a  few  years  ago.  The  doctor  who  now 
drinks  to  excess  cannot  keep  the  pace,  and  must 
go  down  and  out  more  rapidly  than  of  old.  In 
this  country  twenty-three  years  may  be  taken  as 
about  the  average  age  for  entering  practice,  and 
fifty-three  as  the  age  of  death  for  physicians  as  a 
class.  This  gives  us  thirty  years  as  a  period 
within  which  success  is  to  be  won  or  lost.  The 
time  and  money  expended  in  obtaining  an  edu- 
cation and  gaining  a  practice  will  represent  not 
less  than  five  or  six  thousand  dollars.  Since 
most  Canadians  are  comfortably  poor  at  the 
start,  or  at  least  are  free  from  the  paralyzing 
influence  of  wealth,  we  may  estimate  that  it  will 
take  four  years  in  the  country  and  eight  in  the 
city  for  the  average  graduate  to  have  cleared 
off  all  arrears  of  debt  and  reached  a  self-sup- 
porting basis.  The  modern  physician,  it  must 
also  be  remembered,  is  a  highly  evoluted  indi- 
vidual, with  tastes  that  must  be  satisfied,  and 
needs  that  must  be  met,  in  addition  to  the  ordi- 
nary living  expenses  of  himself  and  of  those 
dependent  upon  him.  Such  provision  for  age 
and  sickness  as  every  prudent  man  sets  about 
making  must  also  be  taken  into  account. 


It  has  been  said  by  someone  that  for  an  ideal 
practitioner  there  are  three  requisites :  First,  he 
must  be  a  thorough  gentleman ;  second,  he  must 
be  a  thorough  physician ;  and,  third,  he  must  be 
a  thorough  business  man.  I  believe  that  the 
third  is  the  attribute  most  frequently  lacking, 
and  in  this  lies  the  cause  of  most  failures. 

Let  me  ask  your  attention  to  a  few  points 
which  appear  to  suggest  the  cause  of  some  fail- 
ures. One  difficulty  our  craft  meets  as  many 
others  are  meeting  it — the  demand  for  first-class 
pay  by  those  only  able  to  do  third-class  work. 
That  is  the  trouble  in  all  other  Unions  as  well 
as  in  ours ;  however,  we  have  no  walking  dele- 
gate to  come  around  and  say,  "  This  man  who 
has  made  a  botch  of  the  case  must  be  retained. 
You  shall  not  discharge  him  and  employ  a  better 
man  in  his  place." 

I  think  it  is  bad  business  for  a  physician  in 
general  practice,  making  an  income  of,  we  will 
say,  over  $3,000  in  the  country,  or  $4,000  in  the 
city,  to  attempt  to  be  his  own  book-keeper.  His 
time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  too  valuable  for  such 
work.  If  he  tries  to  do  so  he  will  have  to  take 
the  time  either  from  his  patients,  or  from  his  own 
needed  rest  and  recreation.  The  best  book- 
keeper he  can  possibly  have  is  the  one  who  has 
shown  either  that  she  had  sufficient  confidence  in 
him,  or  that  he  had  sufficient  confidence  in  her 
ability  to  manage  him,  to  have  married  him. 

Year  by  year  the  world's  work  is  passing,  in 
larger  and  larger  proportion,  into  the  hands  of 
women.  They  have  long  had  more  than  a  work- 
ing majority  in  our  churches.  Someone  puts 
it  this  way: 

"  In  the  world's  broad  field  of  battle, 
In  the  bivouac  of  life. 
The  average  Christian  soldier's 
Represented  by  his  wife." 

I  do  not  say  that  this  is  right,  but  one  cannot 
denv  that  it  is  so.  Personally  I  am  in  accord 
with  George  Ade  when  he  says,  "  It  is  a  poor 
plan  for  a  man  to  expect  to  slip  through  St. 
Peter's  turnstile  on  Ma's  ticket."  But  no  one 
else  can  take  the  same  interest  in  a  physician's 
books  as  the  right  sort  of  a  wife — if  only  she  be 
trained  and  trusted. 

Accounts  more  than  six  months  old  in  the  city 
are  far  better  handled  by  a  collector — an  honest, 
kindly  and  tactful  man — than  by  the  practi- 
tioner himself.  Such  a  one  collects  money  which 
would  otherwise  never  be  obtained,  and  more 
important  still  he  helps  to  weed  out  the  people 
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who  are  able  to  pay  and  won't — always  the  mosl 
unreasonable  and  exacting  of  patients.  In  the 
country  it  is  a  most  valuable  plan  to  try  and  get 
all  accounts  of  a  year's  standing  closed  by  notes. 
This  will  seldom  be  objected  to  if  the  notes  are 
drawn,  "without  interest  if  paid  when  due; 
otherwise,  with  interest,  until  paid."  The  addi- 
tion of  interest  hurries  up  the  payment.  1  did 
some  years  of  country  practice,  and  without 
having  recourse  to  the  courts,  excepting  once  to 
vindicate  a  principle,  I  was  able  to  collect  ninety- 
two  per  cent,  of  all  accounts  on  my  books — a 
fair  and  reasonable  proportion.  Knowing  the 
circumstances  of  one's  patients  the  charges  can 
be  made  right  to  start  with,  and  discounts  never 
given  excepting  on  account  of  poverty. 

Another  thing,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  bad  busi- 
ness for  a  man  to  neglect  his  correspondence,  or 
to  sit  up  late  into  the  sleeping  hours  with  it  and 
his  other  writing,  when  by  the  combination  of  a 
card  index  system  of  case-histories  and  chest 
charts,  a  vertical  filing  system  for  correspond- 
ence, and  all  other  records,  a  type-writing  ma- 
chine, and  a  stenographer  coming  in  for  a  few 
evening  hours  each  week,  he  can  keep  his  writ- 
ing not  simply  up  to  date,  but  up  to  the  hour. 
So  few  physicians  seem  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
such  modern  aids  to  rapid  and  accurate  work 
that  I  have  thought  it  worth  more  than  a  passing 
reference.  The  necessary  outlay  is  almost  trif- 
ling, and  by  such  a  combination  one  is  aided  in  ob- 
taining that  maxima  pars  eruditionis,  which  may 
be  taken  to  mean  the  art  of  knowing  where  any 
desired  information  can  be  at  once  found.  I  had 
a  compliment  paid  me  along  this  line  recently ; 
two  friends  were  in  consultation.  One  made  an 
observation,  and  the  other  asked,  "  How  do  you 
manage  to  carry  such  things  in  mind?"  The 
other  replied  :  "  I  do  not  try  to  do  so.  When 
I  want  a  thing  I  'phone  Powell,  and  he  looks 
it  up  while  I  hold  the  line." 

When  a  man  has  within  him  the  potentialitv 
of  success  without  lodge  practice,  I  believe  it  is 
bad  business  to  ever  touch  lodge  practice.  The 
late  Dr.  George  Wright,  a  conscientious  man  in 
practice,  if  ever  there  was  one,  said  to  me  in  an 
almost  pathetic  way,  "HI  had  only  left  lodge 
practice  severely  alone,  and  given  the  time  it 
took  to  study,  and  to  cultivating  the  practice  I 
wanted  to  keep,  it  would  have  been  far  better  for 
me."  As  a  rule  we  get  the  value  we  challenge 
for  ourselves,  and  lodge  practice  tends  to  lessen 
a  man's  fee-earning  power  and  to  handicap  his 


future.  Granting  that  there  may  he  present  an 
urgenl  need  for  keeping  the  pot  boiling,  if  this 
is  done  by  using  lodge  practice  as  fuel,  it  will,  in 
the  long  run,  prove  even  more  expensive  than 
coal  did  last  winter. 

It  is  bad  business  nol  to  he,  and  to  keep,  good 
friends  with  our  medical  neighbors.  Some  are 
not  easy  to  live  with;  this  for  the  reason  that 
lineal  descendants  of  [shmael,  of  Ananias,  and 
of  Caliban,  occasionally  drift  into  the  medical 
profession,  and  make  trouble  for  us.  After  dif- 
ferences, they  are  ready  to  make  up  and  bury 
the  hatchet —but  they  take  care  to  leave  its  han- 
dle sticking  out.  Xo  honorable  physician  can 
fight  with  their  weapons;  he  would  have  no  bet- 
ter chance  than  a  clawless  cat  in  Hades.  Per- 
haps the  best  way  is  to  strive  for  that  height  of 
calm  philosophy  which  will  enable  one  to  con- 
sider the  annoyances  they  cause,  as  being  purely 
educational. 

Every  medical  man  needs  and  should  have  one 
or  more  fads.  How  shall  we  define  a  fad?  We 
must  make  the  attempt  since  Plato  has  told  us 
that  there  can  be  no  rational  discussion  without 
a  definition.  Fads,  according  to  my  friend,  Dr. 
J.  L.  Davison,  are  "  mental  antitoxins  which 
overcome  the  poisons  generated  by  cerebral 
over-activity."  The  best  of  these,  in  my  judg- 
ment, are  shooting,  fishing,  photography,  and 
canoeing,  but  a  score  of  others  may  be  named 
for  second  choice.  Even  that  refuge  for  senile 
decrepitude  known  as  golf  has  a  field  of  useful- 
ness. Some  of  my  friends,  infected  with  the 
virus  of  this  game,  seem  to  think  its  field  is  a 
prairie. 

It  is  bad  business  for  a  physician  to  go  with- 
out a  fairly  long  annual,  and  a  number  of  week- 
end, or  other  interstitial,  holidays.  Xo  grass 
growing  under  his  feet  means  only  too  often  an 
early  crop  growing  over  his  upturned  toes. 
From  labors  so  exacting  and  imperative  as  his, 
duty  to  himself,  to  his  family,  and  to  his  patients, 
requires  that  he  should  take  the  prescription  he 
so  often  gives  to  others,  and  should  seek  rest  and 
change.  His  holidays  should  be  arranged  for, 
insisted  on,  and  always  taken.  Our  great  dra- 
matist has  said  that : 

"  Universal  plodding  poisons  up 
The  nimble  spirits  in  the  arteries." 

Happy  the  man  who  heed-  the  warning,  and  for 
whom,  as  Thorcau  said,  "  The  woods  are  full  of 
solicitations." 

It  is  bad  business,  it  seems  to  me,  to  drop  be- 
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hind  the  procession  for  want  of  a  good  working 
library.  Two  or  three  good  journals  are  abso- 
lutely necessary.  In  addition  to  these  the  pur- 
chase and  right  use  of  the  latest  and  best  work, 
first  in  one  specialty,  and  then  in  another,  will 
help  wonderfully  to  keep  a  man  out  of  the  ruts. 
Now,  what  do  we  find  in  the  office  of  the  average 
physician,  let  us  say,  down  in  Kentucky? 
Things  are  better  here,  of  course.  If  there  were 
any  Kentuckians  here,  I  would  say,  down  in 
Tennessee.  Out-dated  text-books,  journals 
bound  up  and  never  opened  after  they  come  back 
from  the  bindery,  and  subscription  sets  forced 
by  glib-tongued  agents  upon  their  unfortunate 
purchasers.  Only  this  and  nothing  more ! 
What  wonder  that  such  a  library,  so-called, 
should  become  a  factor  in  the  failure  of  its 
owner  rather  than  an  aid  to  his  success. 

Trying  to  do  modern  surgery  with  an  archaic 
outfit,  or  to  do  modern  practice  in  offices  unat- 
tractive, inconvenient,  miserably  equipped,  dirty, 
disagreeable  and  depressing  are  causes  tending 
strongly  towards  failure. 

Let  me  ask  a  plain  question :  Is  a  man  honest 
with  himself  or  with  those  who  trust  him,  when 
he  attempts  serious  surgical  work  with  outfit  and 
preparation  inviting  disaster?  If  stinginess,  and 
not  poverty,  has  limited  the  equipment,  how 
grave  is  the  responsibility.  Look,  if  you  will, 
into  the  ordinary  obstetric  satchel !  Is  it  ready 
for  the  conducting  of  an  aseptic  confinement,  and 
for  meeting  all  emergecies  of  child-birth?  Let 
each  one  of  us,  when  he  sits  alone  with  his  con- 
science, and  seeks  for  the  cause  of  a  sepsis, 
answer  this  question. 

Three  or  four  other  points  occur  to  me  as 
being  elements  in  failure :  want  of  thoroughness, 
want  of  decision,  want  of  energy,  and  want  of 
tact.  The  first  of  these  runs  through  the  work  of 
many  a  man,  and  is  a  terrible  handicap.  Want 
of  decision  comes  often  from  unduly  considering 
the  effect  of  what  should  be  done  upon  one's  im- 
mediate prospects  in  practice.  It  may  prevent 
the  right  thing  being  done  for  a  patient  at  the 
right  time.  Arnold  said  of  Sophocles :  "  He  saw 
life  steadily,  and  saw  it  whole."  I  think  the 
physician's  attitude  should  be :  determine  what 
is  right,  and  then  go  ahead  regardless  of  imme- 
diate consequences,  and  looking  to  the  whole  life 
rather  than  to  the  present  hour.  The  wise  coun- 
sel given  to  the  hero  Sigurd  in  the  Norse  epic 
may  be  recalled :  "  Wilt  thou  do  the  deed,  and 
repent  it?     Thou  hadst  better  never  been  born. 


Wilt  thou  do  the  deed  and  exalt  it?  Then  thy 
fame  shall  be  outworn.  Thou  shalt  do  the  deed 
and  abide  it,  and  sit  in  thy  place  on  high,  and 
look  on  to-day  and  to-morrow  as  those  that  never 
die." 

Want  of  energy — in  other  words,  laziness — is 
often  constitutional  and  incurable.  The  world, 
Emerson  tells  us,  belongs  to  the  energetic ;  cer- 
tainly, no  lasting  success  is  to  be  won  except  by 
hustling  hard  work.  But  the  energy — the  push 
— must  be  rightly  directed.  It  is  the  hits  that 
count — not  the  shots  fired.  When  a  small  boy, 
in  trying  to  get  through  a  crowd,  I  found  if  I 
proceeded  straight  ahead  I  could  make  but  little 
progress,  but  if  I  put  one  shoulder  forward,  and 
used  it  as  a  wedge,  I  got  to  the  front  and  saw  the 
circus.  In  war  and  in  peace,  in  medicine  and  in 
surgery,  if  one  studies  the  lines  of  least  re- 
sistance and  follows  these  he  is  most  likely  to 
succeed.  Some  time  ago  a  circular  was  sent  to 
the  successful  men  in  a  certain  large  city  asking, 
Why  is  it  that  not  more  young  men  succeed? 
One  answer  read,  "  Because  there  are  so  many  of 
them  looking  for  white  shirt  jobs."  There  is, 
however,  such  a  thing  as  pushing  business  too 
far.  Quite  recently  I  saw  the  advertisement  of  a 
photographer  which  read :  "  Babies  reduced  to 
$2  per  dozen."  We  cannot  hope  to  meet  a  cut 
like  that ! 

The  next  feature  to  which  I  refer  is  want  of 
tact ;  tact  is  not  the  right  word,  but  it  comes  near 
it.  I  mean  the  discretion  which  can  tell  the  best 
thing  to  say  or  do,  and  the  best  way  to  say  or  do 
it.  In  theological  circles  they  have  a  better  word 
than  that.  An  old  darkie  preacher  said,  "  Breth- 
ren, what  we  want  is  sanctifigumption."  Devo- 
tion to  a  patient's  interests,  and  good  judgment 
in  advancing  these  interests,  would  mean  about 
the  same  thing. 

Please  do  not  consider  from  what  I  have  said 
that  I  have  wished  to  convey  the  impression  that 
success  can  be  measured  by  the  dollar  sign.  The 
commercial  practitioner  thinks  of  the  money 
first.  The  true  professional  practitioner  thinks 
first  of  his  patient's  interest,  and  then  he  thinks 
ot  his  own  proper  remuneration.  He  has  got  to 
be  paid  for  his  work  for  he  has  got  to  pay  others. 
He  has  got  to  protect  those  at  home  that  he 
loves,  or  that  he  ought  to  have  at  home  to  love. 
The  love  that  does  not  protect  its  object  had 
better  be  called  by  some  other  name. 

I  am  willing  to  admit  this,  that  no  medical 
man  who  is  a  mercenary  man.  whose  eroverniner 
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principle  is  mercenary,  ever  reaches  the  highest 
success  in  medicine,  but  a  man  who  does  not  re- 
spect himself  and  make  proper  collections  for  the 
work  he  is  doing,  is  not  doing  his  duty.  A  wise 
man  that  I  knew  once  used  to  say,  "  The  quacks 
get  rich,  but  they  go  to  hell."  My  own  investi- 
gations have  not  been  carried  as  far  as  that ! 

Character — that  all-important  thing  for  every- 
one— consists  in  a  man's  steadily  pursuing  tin- 
things  for  which  he  feels  himself  capable.  What 
he  loves  to  do  he  is  likely  to  do  well  and  success- 
fully. Supporting  this  view,  let  me  conclude 
this  rambling  talk  by  quoting  from  Arnold's 
recently  published  note-books:  "Arise,  be  going, 
count  your  resources,  learn  what  you  are  not  fit 
for,  and  give  up  wishing  for  it ;  learn  what  you 
can  do,  and  do  it  with  the  energy  of  a  man." 
♦     ♦ 

Dr.  Biggdr  at  Pittsburg. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Nicholson,  secretary,  in  a  report  at 
hand,  says  that  by  special  invitation,  Dr.  H.  F. 
Biggar  of  Cleveland  was  the  guest  of  honor  at 
the  December  meeting  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
at  Pittsburg.  This  society  has  adopted  a  policy 
already  in  vogue  elsewhere,  of  having  outside 
talent  at  their  meetings  from  time  to  time — it 
adds  more  interest  and  attractiveness  to  the 
meetings  and  is  of  much  benefit  to  the  members. 

To  inaugurate  this  new  policy  Dr.  Biggar  was 
invited  and  responded  most  gracefully.  There 
was  a  fine  attendance  and  the  address  with 
which  they  were  favored  was  most  enjoyable. 

Dr.  Biggar  took  for  his  subject  "  The  Present 
Needs  of  Homeopathy "  and  struck  key-notes 
all  along  the  line.     He  said  in  part : 

Enjoying  exceptional  advantages  for  observa- 
tions upon  the  practical  working  and  tendencies 
of  our  own  and  other  schools  of  medicine,  I  am 
prepared  to  state  the  conviction  that  the  whole 
country  over  there  is  an  unreasoning  hesitation 
to  recognize  the  fact  of  impending  revolution  in 
the  medical  world.  I  use  the  words  advisedly ; 
tiny  stand  for  my  convictions,  as  they  also  do 
for  plans  to  meet  the  coming  emergencies. 

There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  progress  with- 
out provision.  If  there  is  no  clear  understand- 
ing of  tin-  elements  at  work  to  mold  our  future 
positions,  we  shall  gain  no  control  of  their 
methods:  if  they  are  forced  upon  our  unprepared 
attentoon,  recognized  only  as  creatures  of  cir- 
cumstances, they  can  only  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  present  expediency,   and 


not,  as  they  should  be,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  ripe  judgment. 

It  is  easy  to  preserve  an  attitude  of  strength, 
provided  nothing  stronger  attacks  the  attitude; 
it  is  easy  to  assume  superiority,  but  an  assump- 
tion is  never  a  settled  fact,  it  must  constantly  re- 
establish itself;  it  is  easy  to  look  backward, 
easier  than  to  face  the  contingencies  of  the 
future;  in  short,  it  is  easier  to  occupy  the  status 
quo  than  to  move ;  to  maintain  "  masterly  in- 
activity "  than  to  do  things;  to  wait  for  the 
things  coming  "  to  him  who  waits,"  rather  than 
pick  and  choose  and  do  for  one's  self.  Nal 
might  well  abhor  inertia  as  it  does  a  vacuum. 

It  is  my  purpose  at  this  time  to  glance  at  some 
of  the  things  that  lie  before  us,  the  doing  of 
which  may  justly  entitle  us  to  the  character  of  a 
progressive  school  of  medicine. 

First,  all  readily  admit  that  our  materia 
medica  is  mainly  an  old  book.  Its  most  impor- 
tant parts  were  based  upon  the  principles  of 
medicine  extant  when  it  was  written.  Conse- 
quently its  physiology,  pathology,  chemistry, 
diagnostics,  etc.,  must  at  this  time  undergo  prac- 
tical revision  before  it  can  be  intelligently  ap- 
plied. Reproving,  re-statement,  new  provings, 
are,  therefore,  a  most  insistent  demand  of  the 
time.  Further,  a  like  revision  of  the  Organon 
may  be  required.  It  is  a  great  work,  the  phi- 
losophy of  which  will  always  remain  a  monu- 
ment to  a  man's  greatness.  Let  it  be  reviewed 
and  if  necessary  revised,  rewritten,  and  brought 
up  to  the  standard  of  science  of  this  day.  Its 
gain  would  be  our  gain.  The  claims  upon  our 
system  may  no  longer  be  generalized ;  they  have 
become  specific.  Science  has  become  precise 
and  exacting,  no  longer  content  with  empiricism 
and  hypotheses;  and  thus  showing  that  it  is  im- 
perative that  we  keep  in  touch  with  it. 

All  this  points  emphatically  to  the  necessity 
for  a  Provers'  College  which  should  put  in  and 
keep  every  essential  abreast  of  the  times.  It  is 
m  it  true  that  "  there  is  nothing  new  since  Hahne- 
mann." 

I  next  call  your  attention  to  organization. 
We  are  derelict  in  this  matter.  We  are  mis- 
taking the  significance  of  the  very  thorough 
organization  that  the  old  school  has  lately 
undergone.  Primarily  it  is  to  increase  the 
development  and  efficiency  of  their  system,  and 
incidentally  to  decrease  the  efficiency  of  our 
system.  Whether  it  does  or  does  not  add  to  the 
value   of   old    school   medicine,   it   certainly   d 
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.add  to  its  attractiveness,  and  as  moth  to  candle, 
it  lays  bare  the  deplorable  frailty  of  many  of  our 
heretofore  trusted  adherents.  We  should  more 
carefully  consider  the  essential  stimulus  that  re- 
sides in  compact  organization.  It  is  a  moving 
force  of  great  power.  It  should  be  more  com- 
plete and  active.  The  old  school  presents  an  ad- 
mirable working  model,  and  when  we  effect  a 
like  organization  our  support  of  it  should  be 
vigorous  and  consistent.  The  time  for  mere 
perfunctory  society  association  has  long  gone  by 
and  should  be  supplanted  by  the  same  motives 
and  acts  that  govern  our  private  business,  and 
for  business. 

And  again,  in  spite  of  ourselves,  from  a  busi- 
ness standpoint,  from  an  ethical  standpoint,  and 
from  a  theoretical  standpoint,  we  are  being 
steadily  forced  into  closer  relations  with  the  old 
school.  Deny  or  overlook  it  as  we  will,  the  fact 
remains  that  in  practice  more  and  more  of  our 
members  are  relaxing  their  rigid  adhesion  to  the 
principles  they  profess,  and  more  and  more  of 
■old  school  members  are  opening  their  minds  to 
truer  valuation  of  our  principles.  An  inevitable 
result  will  be  that  distinctions  and  exclusive 
claims  will  melt  away  to  a  point  of  at  least  prac- 
tical mutual  toleration.  Is  it  possible  for  us  to 
stay  the  course  of  events?  Would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  take  measures  to  control  such  events,  than 
to  go  forward  to  certain  eventual  defeat?  Why 
not  take  a  firm  stand  on  the  principle  that  an  in- 
exorable demand  of  the  time  is  that  in  all  schools 
of  medicine  equal  opportunities  shall  be  afforded 
to  every  student  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  dis- 
tinctive principles  of  both  schools  of  medical 
practice  ?  Nor  need  we  fear  for  homeopathy ; 
what  better  examples  do  we  need  of  the  triumph 
of  principle  than  the  homeopathists  of  Germany, 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  Canada,  who  have  never 
attended  our  colleges?  Which  is  better,  a  dig- 
nified presentation  before  all  medical  men  of  our 
rightful  claims  to  scientific  recognition,  or  an 
undignified  limitation  that  must  react  to  our  dis- 
comfiture ? 

Another  most  important  duty  is  what  I  term 
the  Evangel  of  Instruction.  Are  we  satisfied  or 
too  easily  satisfied  with  the  performance  of  public 
duties  by  our  great  teachers?  Content  with 
honors  and  position,  are  they  delinquent  in  point- 
ing the  better  ways  to  less  fortunate  professional 
men,  and  educating  public  opinion  ?  The  burden 
of  responsibility  upon  the  leaders  is  very  great 
in  view  of  recompensatory  justice.     The  roll  is 


all  too  short  of  those  who  have  fitly  responded. 
We  must  educate,  educate,  in  the  profession  and 
out  of  it.  Each  year's  summing  up  should  show 
advance  upon  that  preceding  it.  We  have  won 
success,  but  success  is  perilous  if  not  buttressed 
by  public  confidence.  No  small  part  of  our 
hard-earned  success  should  be  returned  in  such 
kind  as  to  win  still  stronger  hold  upon  the  faith 
of  men.  Then  let  us  publish  our  successes  in 
such  manner  and  kind  as  to  inspire  confidence 
and  respect,  and  such  publications  should  have 
generous  distribution. 

The  greatest  demand  of  all,  however,  as  our 
educational  interests  are  most  vital  of  all,  is  that 
of  which  I  shall  now  speak,  the  needs  of  the  col- 
leges. But  first  it  is  essential  that  there  be  made 
a  brief  explanation  of  the  present  conditions. 

There  are  two  great  authoritative  bodies,  each 
exerting  a  powerful  influence.  One  of  these  is 
organized  but  irresponsible,  ostensibly  for  the 
colleges ;  the  other  is  also  organized  and  irre- 
sponsible, but  is  against  the  colleges.  One  is  a 
national  society,  a  function  of  which  is  to  con- 
serve the  colleges  in  the  national  interest  and 
exercise  surveillance  over  their  careers  as  re- 
lated to  national  policies ;  and  another  to  offer 
prescriptive  advice  on  the  adoption  of  curricula, 
courses,  and  terms  of  matriculation  and  gradua- 
tion. The  intent  is  good,  but  the  fact  has 
dropped  out  of  sight  that  while  organized  for 
and  exercising  supervision  over  national  interests 
and  the  relations  of  colleges  to  them,  it  still  re- 
mains that  colleges  are  not  organized  in  national, 
but  in  local  interests;  not  according  to  a  uniform 
national  scale  of  matriculate  or  graduate  fitness. 
but  according  to  a  sectional  scale  that  befits  the 
work  they  have  to  do.  Therefore  no  real  sym- 
pathy exists  between  society  and  college,  no  real 
helpfulness ;  but  rather,  obstruction  and  embar- 
rassment. 

The  other  disturbing  element,  an  authority 
by  law,  is  a  difficult  problem.  Called  into  exist- 
ence to  protect  the  people  from  unqualified  prac- 
titioners, it  has  so  extended  its  functions  that 
now,  colleges,  in  standing,  methods,  curricula,  be- 
ginnings and  endings,  students  from  start  to 
finish,  are  altogether  and  entirely  under  the  ab- 
solute and  unquestioned  domination  of  this  body. 
I  believe  it  is  justifiable  to  say  that  there  is 
neither  good  motive  nor  intention  in  the  exercise 
of  such  absolute  power,  and  good  results  are  im- 
possible. Operating  beyond  and  thus  out  of 
touch  with  the  college  atmosphere — a  very  living. 
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if  intangible   thing;  in  total   disregard  of  that 

other  invisible  essence,  the  esprit  du  corps  of 
classes  and  faculties,  what  else  may  follow  than 
a  sense  of  degradation  and  inability  to  bear  the 
burden?  Independence  gone,  originality,  per- 
sonal equation  crushed  out,  what  hope  remains? 

A  remedy  suggests  itself,  that  of  affiliation  of 
independent  medical  colleges  with  established 
reputahle  universities,  preferably  those  founded 
by  the  state.  A  number  of  our  institutions  have 
already  provided  for  it.  Seven  in  all  are  so 
affiliated,  four  of  which  are  in  full  work  and 
standing  as  departments  of  state  universities. 
The  associations  are  organic  or  nominal,  and  in 
either  case  are  successful. 

Such  a  foundation  insures  stability,  while  the 
present  system  totters  to  a  fall ;  it  elevates  scho- 
lastic standing  to  university  grade,  while  the  old 
system  temporizes  with  defects  impossible  of 
remedy;  it  adds  prestige  by  the  mere  act,  while 
the  old,  struggling  never  so  hard,  tends  to  lower 
and  still  lower  repute;  its  standing  insists  upon 
higher  learning  and  ability  in  teaching  corps 
than  old  conditions  may  command  or  secure,  and 
gets  them ;  the  government  gives  that  sense  of 
security  so  essential  to  productive  work ;  and  not 
least  of  all,  the  "  university  idea,"  that  other  in- 
tangible factor  of  success  which  permeates  every 
department  of  such  an  institution,  is  at  once  an 
incentive  to  high  endeavor  and  produces  best  re- 
sults. The  fact  should  also  be  noticed  that  the 
great  forces  society  and  state,  already  pointed 
out,  now  dominant  and  damaging,  would  be  re- 
stricted in  their  powers,  because  the  state  permits 
no  infringement  of  the  purposes  and  preroga- 
tives of  its  own  institutions.  Of  this  every  state 
university  is  a  standing  example. 
♦     «- 

The  Individuality  of  the  Remedy.* 

I  wish  we  beginners  in  materia  mcdica  (for 
we  are  all  of  us  mere  dabblers  in  the  vast  ocean 
of  pathogenesy)  could  so  learn  it  that  we  might 
be  able  to  recognize  the  homeopathicity  of  drug 
to  patient  and  not  alone  from  our  memory  of 
drug  symptoms  as  they  stand  in  the  books.  If 
we  might  perceive  the  homeopathic  relationship 
of  drug  to  conditions — as  something  tangible — 
something  that  comes  to  us  through  all  our 
senses ;  something  that  we  could  feel,  and  see, 
and  touch,  and  smell,  and  hear, — a  real,  tangible 
entity,  so  that  we  could,  when  we  approach  the 
*  From  "  The  Prophylaxis  of  Dissolution,"  by  O.  S. 
Haines,  M.  D. 


bedside,  be  conscious  through  all  of  our  senses 
that  we  were  standing  in  the  very  atmosphere 
or  presence  that  called  for  a  certain  drug;  I  say 
I  wish  we  might  so  learn  the  materia  mcdica.  It 
can  be  done.  It  can  hardly  be  taught,  but  it  can 
be  accomplished  by  the  man  who  enters  upon  the 
study  of  this  branch  of  medicine  with  all  his 
heart.  I  leaven  forbid  that  anyone  should  at- 
tempt to  simply  commit  to  memory  the  long  lists 
of  isolated  and  disconnected  symptoms  that  are 
placed  under  the  various  headings  in  our  books, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  striving  to  get  at  the 
genius,  the  individuality — the  almost  personality 
— of  the  remedy.  And  the  beginner  should, 
first  of  all,  strive  for  this  individuality  of  his 
drugs ;  after  that  he  may  penetrate  the  labyrinths 
of  symptoms  that  have  been  produced  in  the 
various  spheres  of  its  pathogenetic  selection.  .  . 
I  am  not  by  any  means  inclined  to  damn  the 
materia  medica  as  utterly  useless  and  unreliable 
because  of  its  alleged  imperfections.  It  is  re- 
grettable, but  by  no  means  does  it  render  the 
records  unworthy  of  the  study  and  attention  of 
the  twentieth-century  student.  A  bridge  is  a 
bridge.  Souk-  bridges  are  works  of  art,  beauti- 
ful in  symmetry  and  perfect  in  details.  Others 
are  unsafe  in  spots,  not  good  to  look  upon. 
You  may  safely  cross  the  stream  on  either,  if 
you  are  a  careful  traveler  and  keep  your  eyes 
on  the  path.  And  why  damn  the  bridge,  if  there 
be  no  other  way  to  cross  the  stream  ?  While  the 
hypercritical  and  censorious  traveler  is  standing 
on  the  bank,  making  uncomplimentary  remarks 
about  the  construction  of  the  ancient  edifice,  he 
forgets  that  it  has  passed  thousands  safely  to 
their  destination,  and  will  pass  him  as  well,  if 
he  but  starts  upon  his  journey. 

By  all  means  let  us  have  a  new  bridge,  but 
let  us  not  be  halted  at  the  brink,  as  long  as  there 
is  no  new  one,  and  a  very  serviceable,  albeit  an- 
cient, structure  at  our  command. 
-♦     ♦ 

Obstetrical  Dont's.' 

BY  FLORENCE  N.  WARD,  M.  D.,  SAX  FRAXCISCO,  CAL. 

Don't  rush  your  labor  cases.  Nature  has  a 
great  way  of  retaliating  by  throwing  in  a  few 
complications  before  you  are  through. 

Don't  forget  that  ante-partum  care  is  the  key- 
note of  obstetrical  treatment  to-day. 

*  Here  is  a  list  of  Dont's  that  compresses  a  life-time  of  Ob- 
stetrical study  within  the  compass  of  a  few  pages  of  print. — 
The  Editor. 
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Don't  make  any  more  digital  examinations  than 
can  possibly  be  avoided. 

Don't  neglect  to  observe  nature's  method  of 
managing  a  normal  labor.  You  may  pick  up  a 
few  points.  She  was  in  the  business  before  you 
began. 

Don't  forget  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  aseptic  conduct  of  labor. 

Don't  pose  as  a  prophet  as  to  the  length  of 
labor  nor  the  sex  of  the  child ;  they  belong  to 
that  realm  "  where  you  can't  sometimes  most 
always  tell." 

Don't  permit  vaginal  douches  after  labor.  The 
normal  outcurrents  from  the  uterus  will  be  suf- 
ficient protection  for  the  vaginal  canal. 

Don't  be  tempted  to  give  ergot  until  the  uterus 
is  entirely  empty. 

Don't  apply  forceps  unless  there  is  a  decided 
indication  for  their  use. 

Don't  forget  that  version  is  safer  than  high 
forceps  operation  if  the  head  has  not  engaged 
in  the  superior  strait. 

Don't  forget  the  line  of  traction  in  forceps  de- 
livery. 

Don't  neglect  to  perfect  yourself  in  ante-partum 
examinations.  Under  the  educated  touch  the 
position  and  presentation  may  be  demonstrated 
as  readily  as  though  the  maternal  structures  were 
transparent. 

Don't  forget  the  prime  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing flexion  in  every  evolution  of  the  child  through 
the  parturient  canal. 

Don't  forget  that  bichloride  covers  a  multitude 
of  sins,  but  it  cannot  compare  in  value  with  ab- 
solute surgical  cleanliness  of  everything  brought 
in  contact  with  the  vulva. 

Don't  make  traction  upon  the  child  in  breech 
presentation  until  the  umbilicus  reaches  the  vulva, 
and  then,  in  case  of  necessity,  have  an  assistant 
maintain  supra-pubic  pressure  upon  the  head. 

Don't  waste  time  in  a  post-partum  hemorrhage 
with  lesser  measures.  If  you  cannot  obtain  con- 
traction of  the  uterus,  pack  it  at  once  with  gauze 
firmly  and  thoroughly. 

Don't  forget  that  the  aim  of  the  obstetrician 
should  be  not  only  to  conduct  the  patient  through 
the  perils  of  childbirth,  but  to  see  to  it  that  the 
pelvis  has  returned  to  normal  condition  as  it  was 
before  pregnancy  took  place. 

Don't  forget  to  be  gentle  in  your  manipulations 
upon  an  asphyxiated  child.  Too  vigorous  man- 
ipulations mean  shock  and  trauma. 

Don't  forget  to  observe  the  pulse  during  labor. 
A  rapid  pulse  is  always  the  forerunner  of  dis- 
aster. 

Don't  leave  the  patient  when  labor  is  completed 
until  the  pulse  has  fallen  to  or  below  the  normal 
line. 

Don't  forget  the  great  value  of  the  homeo- 
pathic remedies  in  controlling  the  pathological 
processes  and  constitutional  tendencies  during 
pregnancy,  labor,  and  the  lying-in  period. 


Don't  pull  the  cord.  Inversion  of  the  uterus 
and  retention  of  portions  of  the  placenta  or  mem- 
branes have  been  known  to  result  from  such 
strenuous  efforts. 

Don't  forget  that  eclampsia,  like  puerperal  in- 
fection, is  the  result  of  intoxication,  one  from 
within,  the  other  from  without,  but  both,  in  a 
large  measure,  preventable  diseases. 

Don't  allow  your  pregnant  patients  to  omit 
sending  the  urine  for  examination  every  two 
weeks,  and  oftener  if  defective  elimination  of  urea 
is  noticed. 

Don't  fail  to  warn  your  patients  to  consult  you 
immediately  if  the  head  aches,  disturbed  vision, 
vertigo,  oedema  of  face  or  extremities  appear. 

Don't  forget  that  the  perineum  is  best  pro- 
tected by  supporting  the  head  and  preventing  its 
extension  until  the  occiput  has  first  been  delivered 
under  the  pubic  arch. 

Don't  neglect  to  examine  carefully  the  vulva 
and  pelvic  floor  for  lacerations  at  the  close  of  the 
second  stage. 

Don't  hesitate  to  admit  that  they  exist  and 
take  steps  for  their  immediate  repair.  The  day 
of  the  "  physician  who  has  had  a  thousand  ob- 
stetrical cases  without  a  laceration  "  is  past. 

Don't  rupture  the  membrane  unless  some 
special  indication  exists  for  actual  interference. 

Don't  overlook  the  rhythmic  action  of  labor  and 
the  longer  pauses  or  rests  at  the  inauguration  of 
each  stage,  which  are  perfectly  physiological. 

Don't  hasten  the  delivery  of  the  shoulders 
after  the  head  has  rotated  externally. 

Don't  forget  to  learn  your  patient's  power  of 
elimination  during  pregnancy,  and  keep  her  well 
within  that  limit. 

Don't  forget  that  a  knowledge  of  the  aseptic 
conduct  of  labor  will  avail  but  little  if  infinite 
pains  are  not  taken  to  carry  out  its  minutest 
detail. 

Don't  neglect  occiput  posterior  cases.  Early 
rotation  to  occiput  anterior  means  lessened  mor- 
tality to  the  chid  and  saving  of  maternal  soft 
parts. 

Don't  let  your  patient  forget  to  report  for  post- 
partum examination  six  weeks  after  the  time  of 
delivery.  It  is  better  for  you  to  discover  any 
lesions  that  may  exist  than  for  some  brother 
practitioner  to  denounce  you  for  not  discovering 
them. 

Don't  make  traction  on  the  membranes  if  they 
are  nipped  in  the  contracted  uterus.  With  the 
next  relaxation  of  the  uterus  they  will  readily 
slip  out. 

Don't  forget  that  masterly  inactivity  during 
normal  conditions,  keen  discernment  for  impend- 
ing danger,  and  swift  action  in  emergency  are  the 
essentials  of  the  best  obstetrician  of  to-day. 

Lastly,  and  above  all,  don't  neglect  to  place  a 
just  fee  upon  your  obstetrical  cases.  The  old- 
time  fee  is  too  meager  for  the  modern  obstetrical 
work,  which  includes  the  ante-partum  prepara- 
tion, the  labor  itself,  and  the  post-partum  repara- 
tion.— Pac.  Coast  Jour.  Homeopathy. 
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Treatment  of  Tabetic  Ataxia 

By  Means  of  Systematic  Exercise. 

Dr.  Frenkel's  views  of  tabetic  incoordination 
are  given,  and  a  very  complete  account  of  hy- 
potonia, the  chief  characteristic  of  which  is  the 
diminution  or  entire  abolition  of  the  power  of 
checking  certain  movements.  This  is  a  symp- 
tom of  tabes  dorsalis  frequently  overlooked  and 
receives  very  short  notice  in  our  current  text- 
books. Hypotonia  is  in  fact  seldom  absent  in 
tabes,  and  may  be  met  with  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  disease  long  before  the  first  ataxic  manifes- 
tation of  the  ataxy  has  appeared.  It  is  thus  a 
diagnostic  sign  of  much  importance. 

General  hypotonia  is,  Dr.  Frenkel  says,  found 
almost  exclusively  in  tabes,  and  slight  degrees 
may  be  found  in  the  pre-ataxic  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. As  to  the  pathological  changes  underly- 
ing hypotonia,  Dr.  Frenkel  says  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  more  than  that  it  must  necessarily  be 
brought  into  relation  with  changes  in  the  cen- 
tripetal parts  of  the  spinal  cord.  There  is,  he 
says,  no  direct  relationship  between  the  loss  of 
muscular  sensibility  and  hypotonia,  and  degrees 
of  hypotonia  may  exist  side  by  side  with  more 
or  less  exaggerated  tendon  reflexes.  The  treat- 
ment is  based  upon  the  education  of  the  central 
nervous  system  by  means  of  repeated  exercises, 
whereby  it  is  enabled  to  receive  distant  stimuli 
from  the  limbs,  although  the  available  amount 
of  sensation  is  small.  A  certain  minimum  of 
sensation  is  indispensable.  The  greater  the  loss 
the  more  difficult  will  be  the  treatment  and  the 
less  certain  the  result.  No  means  of  defining 
the  minimum  quantity  of  sensation  which  is 
necessary  for  producing  a  good  result  has  been 
arrived  at  by  the  author,  but  it  is  sufficient  if  the 
patient  has  a  vague  sensation  of  the  active  or 
passive  movements  which  are  performed  by  the 
limbs. 

The  exercises  are  varied  according  to  the  kind 
and  degree  of  the  ataxy  and  according  to  the 
functions  of  the  affected  limbs,  and  are  designed 
to  approach  as  nearly  as  possible  conditions  ex- 
isting in  ordinary  life,  and  thus  of  most  impor- 
tance to  the  individual.  The  apparatus  required 
is  simple  in  the  extreme,  and  the  patient  can  be 
treated  at  home.  Throughout  the  exercises 
there  runs  the  broad  principle  of  a  maximum  of 
co-ordination  and  a  minimum  of  muscular  con- 
traction. The  results  are,  the  author  affirms, 
most  satisfactory,  in  many  cases  "  splendid  re- 
sults having  been  obtained  by  the  exercise  treat- 
ment, although  there  was  an  extreme  degree  of 


loss  of  muscular  and  articular  sensibility.'' 
Symptoms  of  spinal  irritation  contra-indicate 
this  treatment  so  long  as  they  continue.  Mod- 
erate degrees  of  hypotonia  do  not  adversely  in- 
fluence treatment  by  exercises,  but  cases  of 
severe  ataxia  coupled  with  blindness  and  almost 
complete  loss  of  sensation  hold  out  no  promise 
of  improvement.  Fortunately  tabetics  who  de- 
velop optic  atrophy  early  in  the  disease  seldom 
develop  much  ataxy,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
in  this  connection  that  where  slight  degrees  of 
ataxy  are  already  present  when  the  optic  atrophy 
begins  this  tends  to  improve  as  the  atrophy  in- 
creases. 

Le  Diabete 

et  I'Alimentation  aux  Pommes  de  Terre. 

Without  accepting  all  Professor  Mosse's  theo 
ries,  or  agreeing  with  his  conclusion  that  pota- 
toes constitute  a  veritable  cure  for  diabetes,  we 
think  that  he  has  shown  that  they  are  often 
tolerated  by  diabetics  in  larger  quantities  than 
the  profession  generally  is  in  the  habit  of  allow- 
ing, and  that  they  are  a  cheap  and  palatable  sub- 
stitute for  bread  in  the  treatment  of  milder  cases 
of  diabetes,  of  especial  value  among  the  poor, 
who  are  unable  to  pay  for  expensive  dietetic 
specialities. 

In  a  useful  chapter  on  the  comparative  chem- 
ical composition  of  potatoes  and  bread  Professor 
Mosse  shows  that  the  amount  of  starch  con- 
tained in  potatoes  varies  with  the  season  of  the 
year;  that  is  to  say,  new  potatoes  contain  less 
than  old — the  average  being  22.72  per  cent. 
This  compares  favorably  with  the  gluten  bread 
formerly  in  general  use,  which  always  contained 
25  per  cent.,  and  often  35  or  40  per  cent,  of 
starch,  and  is  about  one-third  of  the  quantity 
present  in  ordinary  white  bread.  If  we  allow  half 
a  pound  of  potatoes  with  each  of  three  meals  we 
shall  give  approximately  about  2000  gr.  of 
starch,  whereas  half  a  pound  of  bread  three 
times  a  day  would  amount  to  6600  gr. 

It  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  thing  for  dia- 
betics when  questioned  to  say  that  they  are  not 
allowed  to  take  potatoes,  but  that  they  are  taking 
toast  in  practically  unlimited  quantities,  there 
being  an  impression  which  is  not  confined  to  the 
public,  that  toasting  bread  in  some  way  deprives 
it  of  its  detrimental  qualities  as  an  article  oi  diet 
for  diabetics.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  diet 
diabetic  patients,  except  for  a  short  time,  with- 
out allowing  a  small  quantity  of  bread,  and  in 
suitable  cases,  where  the  disease  has  been  1 


8o 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


trolled,  it  is  usual  to  allow  two  or  three  ounces 
of  toast,  while  the  prohibition  of  potatoes  is 
maintained.  We  think  that  Professor  Mosse 
has  shown  that  it  is  more  rational  to  begin  with 
potatoes,  and  we  urge  a  trial  of  them  in  limited 
quantities. 

The  writer  of  this  notice  has  had  sufficient  ex- 
perience to  be  able  to  say  that  there  are  many 
diabetics  who  can  take  from  half  a  pound  to  a 
pound  and  a  half  of  potatoes  daily  with  benefit, 
but  are  unable  to  eat  either  bread  or  toast  in 
equivalent  quantities  without  a  return  of  dis- 
tressing symptoms. 

Le  Traitement 
Rationnel  du  Diabetes. 

Dr.  A.  Lorand,  a  physician  practising  at  Carls- 
bad, discusses  briefly  the  present  state  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  pathogenesis  of  diabetes,  and  con- 
cludes that  at  present  it  is  insufficient  to  form  a 
basis  for  treatment. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  he  lays  down  the 
principle  that  the  diet  of  each  diabetic  patient 
should  be  determined  by  the  total  amount  of 
sugar  excreted  by  him  upon  a  definitely-ordered 
diet,  and  that  the  amount  of  carbo-hydrate  al- 
lowed to  each  patient  should  depend  upon  the 
tolerance  shown  by  actual  experiment ;  but  our 
satisfaction  is  considerably  diminished  by  the 
very  loose  way  in  which  he  gives  the  actual  de- 
tails. He  speaks  as  if  the  average  patient  tol- 
erated ioo  grams  of  carbohydrates,  yet  there  are 
many  patients  who  cannot  take  a  third  of  this 
quantity ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  evidence  of  this 
toleration  is  that  the  urine  is  free  from  sugar ; 
yet  he  insists  upon  allowing  every  patient  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  bread,  which  is  the  form  of  car- 
bohydrate generally  least  easily  assimilated ;  and, 
in  addition,  he  talks  of  giving  potatoes,  laevulose, 
and  fruit.  While  we  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Lo- 
rand that  diabetic  patients  should  be  allowed  as 
much  carbohydrates  as  they  can  utilize,  we  are, 
unfortunately,  obliged  to  recognize  that  there 
are  many  patients  who  can  stand  only  small 
quantities,  and  that  the  addition  of  a  few  ounces 
of  bread  is  frequently  followed  by  a  great  in- 
crease of  sugar  and  a  return  of  symptoms.  If 
this  is  not  Dr.  Lorand's  experience,  we  can  only 
suppose  that  the  cases  which  come  under  his 
notice  at  Carlsbad  belong  exclusively  to  the 
milder  type  of  elderly  diabetic  in  whom  the 
sugar  is  readily  kept  in  check  by  diminishing 
the  amount  of  carbohydrate  food,  but  an  essay 
on  the  treatment  of  diabetes  ought  to  take  ac- 
count not  only  of  those,  but  of  the  more  severe 
cases  which  physicians  away  from  health  resorts 
are   called   upon  commonly  to   treat. 

He  says  that  children  must  not  be  given  strict 
diet:  "Why  should  we  add  a  useless  discipline 
to  the  misfortune  of  these  poor  little  beings  ?  " 
Undoubtedly  if  the  restrictions  are  useless  they 
should  not  be  employed,  but  in  that  case  any  at- 
tempt to  regulate  the  diet  of  diabetic  patients 
ceases  to  be  rational.     Yet  the  diabetic  treatment 


of  diabetes  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  only  treatment 
to  which  the  word  "  rational  "  can  be  fittingly 
applied. 

He  enumerates  many  drugs,  and  the  first  place 
is  with  justice  given  to  opium,  yet  its  use  is  rec- 
ommended with  a  freedom  which  savors  of  rash- 
ness;  for  example,  he  speaks  of  giving  1^2  gr. 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  as  a  preventive  to 
persons  who  show  from  time  to  time  traces  of 
glycosuria. 

Finally,  the  "  rational  treatment "  turns  out 
to  be  treatment  by  mineral  waters :  "  Taking  into 
consideration  all  the  enumerated  advantages  of 
hydrological  treatment,  I  incline  to  believe  that 
it  is  the  most  rational  treatment  of  diabetes,  con- 
sidering that  at  present  we  do  not  know  the  true 
cause  of  this  disease."  The  result  is  disappoint- 
ing, but  perhaps  might  have  been  foreseen. 

Modern  Methods 

in  the  Surgery  of  Paralysis. 

The  authors,  Drs.  Tubby  and  Jones,  are  of 
opinion  that  medical  treatment  should  be  lim- 
ited to  the  first  few  days  of  attack,  with  the  view 
to  reduce  the  severity  of  the  fever,  and  that  sur- 
gical treatment  should  then  be  adopted  without 
delay.  The  cardinal  principle  of  treatment  ad- 
vocated at  this  stage  is  massage  and  mechanical 
prevention  of  overstretching  of  paralyzed  mus- 
cles. Paralytic  deformities  are  rarely  met  with 
if  treated  on  these  principles,  as  evidenced  by  the 
rare  occasions  on  which  paralysis  is  met  without 
deformity. 

With  regard  to  massage,  they  say  that  the 
mother,  nurse,  or  maid  can  in  a  few  minutes  be 
taught  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  learnt.  After 
an  extensive  trial  massage  and  voluntary  move- 
ment has  been  found  more  effective  than  elec- 
tricity, of  which  they  cannot  speak  highly  in 
the  early  or  late  stages  of  the  disease.  But  we 
notice  (from  the  records  of  their  cases)  that  they 
have  not  altogether  abandoned  electrical  treat- 
ment. As  soon  as  the  patient  is  anxious  to  walk 
he  should  be  allowed  to  do  so;  but  care  must  be 
taken  that  body  weight  does  not  produce  or  in- 
crease deformity. 

As  an  aid  to  locomotion  mechanism  has  an 
important  part  to  play.  They  say :  "  Despite 
such  operative  triumphs  as  tendon  transplanta- 
tion and  arthrodesis,  we  are,  except  in  the  rarest 
cases,  quite  unable  to  undertake  treatment  with- 
out the  aid  of  apparatus.''  We  note  that  screws 
and  ratchets,  which  require  daily  revision,  do 
not  find  favor,  and  we  endorse  this  opinion  most 
cordially.  In  dealing  with  the  operative  treat- 
ment of  deformity,  they  describe  a  procedure  for 
obtaining  permanent  flexion  of  the  elbow-joint, 
when  all  the  surrounding  muscles  are  paralyzed, 
and  power  in  the  hand  remains ;  a  large  dia- 
mond-shaped area  of  skin  and  subcutaneous  tis- 
sue is  removed  from  the  front  of  the  joint,  and 
the  upper  angle  sutured  to  the  lower.  Although 
sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  to  test  the  perma- 
nencv  of  the  flexion,  a  promising  result  has  fol- 
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lowed  in  one  case,  in  which  the  angle  of  flexion 
remained  constant  two  years  after  operation.  In 
paralytic  scoliosis,  a  form  of  spinal  support  is 
held  to  be  essential,  and  sometimes  it  is  neces- 
sary to  continue  this  from  the  lower  extremity 
right  up  into  the  axilla.  In  the  treatment  of  de- 
formity by  tenotomy,  the  subcutaneous  method 
is  advocated  in  all  tendons  round  the  ankle, 
whilst  an  open  parallel  incision  is  used  in  divid- 
ing the  tendons  round  the  knee  and  hip- joints, 
In  obstinate  cases  of  contraction  of  the  sole  of 
the  foot,  which  have  resisted  free  division  of 
the  plantar  fascia  ami  repeated  wrenching  with 
Thomas's  wrench,  a  most  satisfactory  measure 
has  been  found  in  excision  of  the  head  of  the 
first  metacarpal   bone. 

An  historical  account  of  tendon  transplanta- 
tion is  given,  dating  from  1882,  when  Nicola- 
doni  attached  the  peronei  to  the  Achilles  tendon 
with  a  good  result.  Individual  deformities,  with 
suggested  transplantations  for  their  correction, 
are  next  dealt  with,  and  cases  are  quoted.  Ta- 
lipes valgus  is  treated  by  transplanting  the  pero- 
neus  brevis  into  the  tibialis  anticus  in  front  of  the 
ankle  joint,  dividing  the  peroneus  longus,  and 
removing  a  wedge  from  the  outer  side  of  the  as- 
tragalus. Despite  the  muscle  grafting,  there  is 
in  these  cases  a  strong  tendency  for  the  foot  to 
assume  its  old  and  bad  position,  owing  to  the 
alteration  of  the  shape  of  the  joint  surfaces, 
which  necessitates  the  removal  of  the  wedge. 
Daily  massage  of  the  reinforcing  muscle  or  mus- 
cles should  be  assiduously  practised,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  the  interrupted  current  appears  to 
the  authors  to  be  of  value. 

Arthrodesis.  They  think  that  this  operation 
does  not  markedly  increase  the  shortening  which 
is  inseparable  from  the  paralysis. 

Die  Taubstummheit  auf 

Crund  Ohrenarztlicher  Beobachtungen. 

The  name  of  Professor  Bezold  is  familiar  in 
connection  with  those  branches  of  otology  which 
call  for  tireless  labor  in  connection  with  the 
functional  examination  of  patients  or  the  prepa- 
ration and  analysis  of  enormous  masses  of  statis- 
tics bearing  on  otological  questions.  Even 
among  his  countrymen  he  stands  almost  unri- 
valed for  indefatigable  industry.  His  work  on 
deaf-mutism  is  another  monument  to  his  capac- 
ity in  this  respect.  This  book  possesses  the  ]>< ■- 
culiarity  that  it  is  founded  on  cases  studied  and 
treated  by  the  author  himself  as  an  aurist,  and 
therefore  at  a  much  earlier  age  than  that  at 
which  they  go  to  deaf-mute  institutions.  He 
in  a  total  of  34,000  aural  patients  who  have 
passed  through  his  hands,  found  456  deaf-nn 
and  he  gives  here  the  result  of  the  investigation 
of  these  cases.  The  congenital  numbered  100, 
the  acquired  119,  and,  as  those  familiar  with  the 
subject  will  be  prepared  to  hear,  the  percentage 
of  complete  deafness  was  higher  in  the  latter 
class  than  the  former — namely,  55  per  cent,  in 
the  acquired,  and  33  in  the  congenital.  It  is 
noted  that  congenital  deaf-mutism  is  more  fre- 


quent among  females  than  among  males,  the 
opposite  being  the  case  in  regard  to  the  acquired 
form.    This  is  interesting  in  consideration  of  the 

alleged  greater  proclivity  of  females  as  com- 
pared with  males  to  the  manifestations  of  hered- 
itary syphilis.  Bezold  traces  this  affection  to  a 
hereditary  tendency  existing  in  the  fetus,  al- 
though the  ear  is  not  obviously  affected  at  birth, 
but  only  several  years  later.  The  female  sex  is, 
in  the  same  way,  peculiarly  liable  to  sclerosi 
the  middle  ear,  which,  however,  Bezold  consid- 
ers to  be  in  no  way  related  to  hereditary  lues. 
Among  his  cases  of  congenital  deaf-mutism  not 
one  was  an  instance  of  direct  hereditary  trans- 
mission,  whereas  an  indirect  tendency  was  pres- 
ent in  several  cases.  The  influence  of  consan- 
guinity of  parents  was  shown  by  the  fact  that 
6.6  per  cent,  presented  this  factor. 

Among  other  points  of  practical  importance 
we  may  note  the  author's  conclusion  that  teach- 
ing by  means  of  the  ear  is  likely  to  be  successful 
in  those  congenital  cases  in  which  there  is  hear- 
ing power  for  conversation  in  ordinary  tones  at 
a  distance  of  5  cm.,  and  in  those  acquired  cases 
in  which  the  whispering  voice  is  heard  at  25  cm. 
His  well-known  observations  as  to  the  residua 
of  hearing  power  present  in  a  large  number  of 
deaf-mutes  are  also  briefly  restated.  From  what 
has  been  said  it  will  be  realized  that  it  implies 
a  strong  argument  for  the  early  examination  of 
all  cases  of  suspected  deaf-mutism  by  one  who 
is  accustomed  to  the  details  of  otological  exam- 
ination, as,  although  anything  approaching  a 
cure  in  well-established  cases  is  not  to  be  looked 
for,  a  great  deal  may  he  done  by  suitable  treat- 
ment to  place  the  life  and  health,  and  possibly 
even  the  hearing  power,  of  the  subject  in  a  more 
favorable  position. 

Diseases  of  the  ear  are  very  apt  to  be  over- 
looked by  trainers  of  deaf-mutes  of  the  old 
school,  and  Professor  Bezold  found  among  those 
whom  he  examined  a  considerable  number  in 
whom  active  surgical  treatment  was  required. 
The  treatment  of  scarlatina  and  other  exanthe- 
matic  affections  of  the  middle  ear  in  early  life 
becomes,  in  the  light  of  his  observations  on  scar- 
latina as  an  etiological  factor  in  deaf-mutism,  a 
matter  of  vital  importance. 


— The  January  number  of  the  Medical  Visitor 
comes  to  us  without  an  editor.  Dr.  Wilson  A. 
Smith,  who  has  been  so  long  known  as  con- 
nected with  this  journal,  indeed,  who  built  it  up 
from  a  little  bi-monthly  pamphlet  containing 
doctors'  names  and  addresses,  has  resigned:  so 
that  there  is  also  no  editorial  matter  in  this 
same  issue.     \\  1  I  understand  the  reasons 

for  Dr.  Smith's  withdrawal,  though  we  have 
rd  that  he  has  received  a  flattering  offer 
1  another  semi-professional  journal.  There 
is  renewed  talk  that  the  CHnique  may  take  the 
Medical  Visitor  in  out  of  the  wet  and  cold.  If 
so,  then  the  field  of  Chicago  will  be  divided 
between  Allen's  Advance  and  Gatcbell's  Glinique. 
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The  New  York  College  Symposium 

The  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  January  27, 
last,  from  one  to  six  o'clock  was  taken  up  by 
operators,  teachers,  and  talkers  from  other  cities 
and  colleges  in  order  to  give  the  classes  of  the 
New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College  a 
season  of  variety  in  the  daily  menu  of  their  own 
teachers. 

Dr.  Biggar  and  his  son  were  given  the  first 
two  hours :  followed  by  Drs.  Dewey,  Custis.  and 
Kraft,  each  of  the  latter  three  having  one  hour 
for  his  special  work. 

Dr.  Biggar  was  at  work  in  the  operating  the- 
ater, lecturing  on  "  Conservatism  in  Gynecolog- 
ical Surgery,"  while  at  the  same  time,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  son,  he  was  operating.  His  im- 
promptu talk,  as  well  as  his  fine  technique,  was 
well  received,  making  a  fine  impression  upon 
the  well-filled  theater.  Dr.  Biggar,  Jr.,  did  no 
talking,  but  was  a  graceful,  rapid,  and  skillful 
operator  of  whom  Biggar  the  elder  will  some 
day  have  occasion  to  be  both  afraid  and  proud. 

Dr.  Dewey  lectured  in  the  main  lecture  room, 
taking  for  his  subject  cimcifuga  racemosa,  a  not 
very  frequently  lectured-upon  drug,  but  which, 
under  his  skillful  touch,  filled  out  the  hour  with 
interest  and  instruction, — if  one  may  gauge  an 
audience  by  its  enthusiasm  and  its  taking  of 
many  notes. 

Dr.  Custis,  of  Washington,  had  a  "  fetching  " 
lecture  on  "  The  Practical  Application  of  Home- 
opathic Remedies,"  in  which  he  scored,  with  a 
hot  stick,  that  wing  of  homeopaths  which  is 
forever  aping  after  the  other  schools  of  medi- 
cine, in  the  way  of  local  applications,  flax-seed- 
meal  "  puddings,"  and  the  like,  for  pneumonia, 
and  other  absurdly  portrayed  applications  for 
other  clearly  indicated  medical  diseases. 

Our  own  talk  was  a  medley  of  lecture  and 
chalkwork.  "  A  Little  Salt  "  was  the  diaphonous 
title  for  showing  how  to  make  a  materia  medica 
lecture  attractive  and  instructive.  It  had  for  its 
basis  the  colors  in  disease :  the  forms  of  the 
head,  hands,  and  body;  the  leading  and  peculiar 
characteristics  of  some  twenty-five  remedies ; 
and  lacked  any  great  continuity — being  merely 
a  talk  from  the  surface  of  the  blackboard,  and 
not  a  written  or  read  paper  on  natrum  mur. 

Before  and  after  these  several  lectures,  the 
guests  of  the  day  were  shown  through  the  col- 
lege and  adjacent  buildings  by  the  officers, 
friends,  and  students ;  Drs.  Harvey  King,  A. 
B.  Norton,  Bukk  G.  Carleton,  E.  Guernsey  Ran- 
kin, Dr.  Geo.  W.  Roberts  and  others  doing  the 
honors  of  the  occasion. 

It    was    truly    inspiring    to    note    how    hand- 


somely, and,  withal,  practically  this  finely  offi- 
cered and  endowed  college  is  built  and  arranged 
for  teaching  all  the  good  there  is  in  medicine  at 
this  day :  and  yet  over  and  above  all  this  its 
facilities,  both  animate  and  inanimate,  for  mak- 
ing good  homeopaths  of  its  students. 

The  scientific  departments — those  more  closely 
allied  to  mechanical  or  scientific  courses,  like 
the  microscopical,  bacteriological,  electrical, 
chemical,  eye  and  ear,  and  kindred  branches — 
are  richly  equipped  and  appointed :  the  fine 
array  of  costly  microscopes  and  other  modern 
instruments  of  precision  being  especially  note- 
worthy. 

There  are  several  amphitheaters  and  lecture 
rooms,  so  that  a  number  of  them  are  at  all  times, 
during  the  study  hour,  occupied,  and  at  the  same 
time  without  running  into  each  other,  or  inter- 
fering with  one  another. 

In  the  library — a  delightfully  cozy  and  quiet 
corner — we  found  well-stocked  shelves  of  the 
latest  medical  and  other  text-books,  while,  upon 
the  large  table,  lay  the  principal  medical  journals 
of  the  world.  Nearby  is  a  room  devoted  to  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  purposes,  far  enough  away  from  the 
hurly-burly  of  medical  studies  to  insure  complete 
isolation  and  opportunities  for  prosecuting  their 
exercises.  The  "  bone  "-room  reminded  us  of 
the  catacombs  of  Rome  for  grewsomeness, — the 
arrangement  of  the  disarticulated  anatomy,  in 
festoons  and  flowers  and  artistic  groupings. 
This  might  be  a  good  secluded  nook  to  meet  in 
at  midnight,  under  a  palely  burning  blue  light, 
to  hatch  deadly,  anarchistic,  pillow-throwing 
plots  against  the  next  class  below  the  one  then 
and  there  in  session. 

Two  rooms  in  especial  attracted  our  attention : 
namely,  the  operating  theater  in  which  the  Drs. 
Biggar  were  operating,  and  the  senior  lecture 
room,  where  the  other  speakers  held  forth  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.  Both  are  built  in  amphithe- 
ater form,  with  convenient  arrangements  for 
hearing,  seeing,  and  taking  notes.  In  the  former 
the  light  was  most  practically  arranged,  so  that 
the  operators  could  see  each  auditor  and  be  seen 
from  all  parts.  It  was  equipped  with  all  the 
necessary  paraphernalia  for  aseptic  and  antisep- 
tic surgery. 

The  latter  room  is  larger  than  the  operating 
theater,  seating  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  five 
hundred  persons, — and  was  filled  with  "  stand- 
ing room  only "  for  three  consecutive  hours 
of  this  memorable  day.  At  the  bottom  of  this 
"  well  "  stands  the  lecture  platform,  and  upon 
this  the  lecture  desk.  Right  and  left  are  large 
blackboards,  and  wall  surface,  for  suspending 
charts  or  anatomical  maps.     The  straight  wall 
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back  of  the  lecture  table  and  desk  is  filled  with 
historical  paintings, — or,  rather,  with  oil  por- 
traits of  historical  homeopathic  men — men  whose 
names  and  teachings  have  become  as  familiar  to 
the  American  homeopaths,  or,  for  that  matter, 
the  homeopaths  of  the  world,  as  that  of  the 
Great  Master  himself.  Near  the  exact  center  of 
this  wall-space  is  a  large  life-sized  oil  painting 
of  Governor  Flower,  this  great  and  generous 
benefactor  of  homeopathy  in  general,  and  of  this 
college  in  especial ;  to  his  left  is  the  painting  of 
that  genial  gentleman,  poet,  surgeon,  and  ora- 
tor, the  late  William  Tod  Helmuth ;  to  his  left, 
again,  is  found  the  handsome  portrait  of  I  )r. 
Doughty;  and  still  farther  to  the  left  we  found 
the  picture  of  Carroll  Dunham,  the  "  Sweet  Me- 
lancthon  of  Homeopathy,"  as  the  late  Seldon  H. 
Talcott,  another  New  York  homeopathic  alum- 
nus, designated  him.  To  the  right  of  Governor 
Flower,  who  at  the  first  moment  reminded  us  of 
our  own  great  Ohioan,  the  late  Senator  Mark 
Hanna.  is  the  full-length  oil  portrait  of  Timothy 
Field  Allen,  the  studious,  illustrious,  and  inde- 
fatigable ;  to  his  right  is  found  Father  Lilien- 
thal,  and  above  him  is  a  bust  picture  of  Dowling, 
the  erstwhile  Warwick  of  the  Institute,  who 
seemed  especially  gifted  in  the  matter  of  making 
and  unmaking  Institute  presidents.  So  well  do 
we  remember  this  giant  homeopath  and  worker, 
that  at  times  it  seemed  almost  as  if  we  again 
heard  his  stentorian  voice,  and  listened  to  his 
joyous,  infectious  laugh.  These  pictures  made 
3.  wonderful  impression  upon  us  as  we,  in  our 
turn,  stepped  into  this  arena.  It  seemed  to 
us,  as  we  said,  upon  the  spur  of  the  inspiration, 
as  if  we  were  upon  holy  ground ;  for  here,  in 
this  amphitheater,  at  this  table,  and  from  this 
platform,  had  spoken  the  Princes  in  the  realm 
of  homeopathy. 

In  taking  recapitulatory  notes  later  on,  under 
other  auspices  and  amid  many  merry  men,  it 
was  remarked  that  there  was  a  total  absence  of 
bickering  and  fault-finding  in  the  halls  of  this 
college,  about  their  campus,  or  in  their  hospital. 
Talk  with  whomsoever  one  might — professor, 
student,  visitor,  or  friend,  at  any  point  or  at  any 
moment,  in  any  part  of  the  buildings  or  grounds 
— and  it  was  answered  in  the  spirit  of  peace, 
harmony,  and  intense  enthusiasm  for  Homeo- 
pathy. To  several  of  us,  who  have  lived  in  large 
cities,  and  traveled  in  other  centers  of  homeop- 
athy, it  was  inspiriting  to  find  such  fealty  and 
loyalty,  especially  as  to  the  faculty — and  we,  in 
our  hypercritical,  editorial,  "  snooping  "  capacity 
— had  asked  many  cross-examining  questions — 
it  was  noted  that  in  this  school  it  was  the  first  in- 
tention to  make  good  homeopathic  practitioners, 
rather  than  graduating  all-around  doctors  plus  a 
knowledge  of  homeopathy.  As  one  of  our 
friends  sagely  noted,  this  was  a  college  where  the 
college  was  builded  up  by  the  faculty,  and  not  the 
faculty  by  the  college.  In  short,  there  are  men 
in  the  chairs  who  are  famed  not  alone  for  their 
homeopathic    knowledge    and    sincere    teaching. 


but  as  well  for  their  practical  doing  of  The  Law. 
It  was  supremely  refreshing  and  restful  to  find 
the  Faculty  and  classes  a  unit  in  building  up  a 
fine  school  of  homeopathy;  there  was  nowhere 
visible  any  friction  or  contention,  save  that  noble 
contention,  or,  rather  emulation,  of  who  could 
besl  work  and  best  agree  in  making  its  graduates 
honestl)  homeopathic  and  skillful.  We,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  as  the  "  Big  Four  " 
left  this  institution,  at  the  conclusion  of  cur 
pleasant  labors,  in  the  belief  that  here  is  truly 
a  great  non-university-affiliated  school,  "  run  " 
solely  in  the  interests  of  homeopathy,  and  not  for 
the  palpable  aggrandizement  of  a  large  or  small 
roster  of  teachers.  Finally,  that  it  is  a  school 
where  the  preceptor  who  wants  to  make  a  full- 
fledged  homeopath  and  all-around  well-equipped 
physician  may  safely  send  his  student. 
♦     ♦ 

Fire-Laddies'  and  Policemen's  Testimonials. 

About  this  season  of  the  year  look  out  for 
those  brave  firemen  and  doubly  brave  policemen 
whose  pictures  and  statements  are  doing  duty  in 
the  advertising  columns  of  the  morning  and 
evening  papers  recommending  Squeedunck's 
Swamp  Syrup,  or  Lydia  Lingerton's  Liquid 
Lollypop.  Great  is  the  virtue  of  these  fire  and 
tramp  fighters  when  it  comes  to  looking  pleasant 
in  half-tone  pictures  and  in  speaking  a  good  word 
for  their  patrons — the  patent  medicine  barons. 
But  let  us  all  hope  and  pray  that  this  form  of 
thank-God  testimonial  may  confine  itself  to  these 
grand  and  brave  men,  and  not  extend  to  the  four- 
teenth cook  of  the  White  House,  or  even  to  the 
soap-worshiping  wives  of  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  houses  of  Congress. 

Reminds  us  to  say  that  this  season,  taught 
doubtlessly  by  his  former  experiences,  the  pom- 
padoured  and  uplifted  index-fingered  vender  of 
better-than-homeopathic  medicines,  has  dropped 
the  cheap  homeopathic  business  and  now  boldly 
and  brazenly  enters  the  field  with  a  dollar 
and  a  dollar-and-a-quarter  bottle  of  haw-haw, 
which  cures  everything  from  atelectasis  pul- 
monalis  to  whooping  cough  seminales  and  back 
again.  The  power  of  printers'  ink  is  shown,  after 
the  appearance  of  these  ridiculous  ads,  when  your 
patients,  many  of  them  sensible  business  men  on 
'change,  and  women  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  ask  you,  their  family  physician,  what  you 
think  of  haw  haw?  Don't  you  believe  it  is  a 
good  thing?  Hadn't  you  seen  what  this  morn- 
ing's paper  said  about  its  supereminent  virtues 
and  values  in  rheumatism,  balanorrhoea  and  dys- 
pepsia? And  when  you  smile  a  bit  derisively, 
even  if  you  say  nothing  aloud,  this  family  in- 
quisitor will  hurriedly  add  :  but  to  be  sure,  you 
doctors  don't  like  these  medicines,  for  they  hurt 
pour  business!  Then  the  tale  is  told  and  the 
e\  idence  is  all  in. 

A  concluding  and  rather  painful  confession 
to  make  is  that  we  know  of  not  a  few  medical  men 
who  buy  and  use  and  recommend,  on  the  side. 
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some  of  these  most  notorious  of  hell-dopes.  In 
one  instance,  and  a  flagrant  one  too,  we  are  in- 
formed of  one  Professor  who  recommends 
Fenner's  Cure  for  Epilepsy  to  his  classes,  as 
well  as  Hamlin's  Wizard  Oil.  And  this  in  a 
homeopathic  school !  Does  the  Homeopathic  end 
of  that  State  Board  of  Medical  Registration  and 
Examination  consider  this  a  proper  homeopathic 
teaching  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  The 

Law? 

♦     ♦ 

The  Editor  in  New  York. 

Again  I  broke  through  the  confines  of  my 
parish,  and  passed  without  molestation  into  the 
happy  hunting  grounds  of  Manhattan  borough. 
Dr.  Biggar  and  I  reached  the  Forty-second 
Street  station  five  hours  late  on  January  27  last, 
but  just  in  the  nick  of  time  for  Dr.  Biggar  to  be- 
gin his  operation  and  lecture,  assisted  by  his  son, 
at  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College. 
The  day  was  a  beautiful  one  and  gave  promise  of 
a  well-filled  lecture  room  at  the  college  building. 
I  tried  to  "  put  out  "  my  horse  at  the  tavern,  and 
"put  up"  with  my  publishers;  but  I  could  not 
evade  the  hospitality  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Norton,  who 
became  so  insistent  that  I  took  myself  and  my 
flowered  carpet-bag  (all  plastered  over  with  for- 
eign hotel  labels)  to  his  residence  and  became  his 
guest.  This  was  evidently  a  wise  move  on  his 
part,  for,  well  knowing  the  wickedness  of  the 
red-light  district  of  his  city,  and  the  easy  guile- 
lessness  of  myself — coming  from  an  inland  coun- 
try town  in  the  West — it  was  needful  to  have  me 
near  him,  and  under  continuous  surveillance, 
until  after  the  delivery  of  the  lecture  for  which 
I  was  billed  at  his  college.  The  "  Big  Four,"  as 
Dewey  facetiously  named  the  quartette  who  had 
carte  blanche  in  the  New  York  College  that  af- 
ternoon, continued  to  teach  until  nearly  six 
o'clock,  as  is  otherwhere  noted  in  this  issue,  and 
seemed  to  be  happily  received  by  a  large  audience 
which,  during  the  whole  time,  exhibited  no  sign 
of  impatience.  At  the  conclusion,  with  just 
about  time  enough  to  turn  my  cuffs  and  other- 
wise change  my  raiment,  I  was  taken  to  the 
Republican  Club  building,  where  a  banquet  was 
tendered  the  guests  of  honor  by  the  Unanimous 
Club,  of  which  I  had  once  before  been  a  guest. 

THE  UNANIMOUS  CLUB  BANQUET. 

Dr.  E.  Hoffman  Porter,  the  sedate  and  stately* 
editor  of  the  North  American  Journal  of  Home- 
opathy, who  is  not  a  handsome  man — not  now 
at  any  rate,  whatever  he  may  have  been  when  his 
good  wife  married  him — but  who  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  presiding  officers,  had  charge  of  the 
toastery,  ably  aided,  abetted,  and  assisted  by 
Dewey  and  Kinney  as  his  Right  Worthy  Right 
and  Left  hand  Supporters.  Porter  got  more  fun 
out  of  his  end  of  the  job  than  almost  any  other 
man  present.     He  was,  indeed,  in  his  element. 

*  This  isn't  true. 


Each  speaker  was  introduced  with  an  original 
and  witty  remark,  which  prepared  the  way  for 
some  funny  response  from  the  victim — the  un- 
fortunate guest — who,  under  the  inexorable  rule 
of  this  modern  Vehm-gericht,  had  to  work  his 
way.  But  by  all  odds  the  funniest  of  all  funny 
things  of  the  evening  was  when  Toastmaster 
Porter  read  the  galley-proof  of  an  advanced 
sheet  taken  from  a  new  book  in  press  on  "  Drug 
Provings,  by  our  famous  medical  Gen.  Lew  Wal- 
lace, ne  Eugene  B.  Nash,  the  beloved  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  of  New  York  College.  The 
alleged  extract  was  one  of  the  jewels  of  the 
evening,  and  caught  everyone  by  surprise.  Well, 
now  honest  and  true,  s'help  me,  it  was  a  circus, 
worth  a  Sabbath  day's  journey,  to  see  the  eyes  of 
Professor  Nash  dilate,  to  note  the  gradual  devel- 
opment of  the  Smile  that  Won't  Come  Off,  as  he 
listened  to  the  arraignment  from  the  lips  of  the 
chairman  of  his  (Nash's)  discovery  and  proving 
of  a  new  plant  and  root.  And  when  the  ap- 
plause and  laughter  had  measurably  subsided, 
and  he  eventually  rose  to  respond  to  the  toast 
and  charge,  he  admitted  the  soft  impeachment — 
that  of  having  made,  at  one  time,  some  use  of 
the  root  in  question,  though  not  latterly,  but  de- 
nied having  had  any  thought  of  publishing  his 
provings  in  book  form. 

Fleming  of  Atlantic  City  gave  a  syphon  story, 
and  "Billy"  King  of  Washington  (to  distin- 
guish him  from  the  King  of  Brooklyn,  who  was 
also  present)  had  a  lobster  story,  that  were 
generally  considered  pretty  nearly  the  best  two 
stories  of  the  evening.  Hooker  of  Hartford 
was  there  with  his  marshal's  baton  safely  stowed 
away  in  his  absent  knapsack ;  and  so  was  Kinne 
of  Paterson,  the  unintentionally  stern-appearing, 
but  really  benignant  and  Foxy  Grandpa.  Big- 
gar came  late,  but,  like  Charles  Lamb,  offered  to 
go  home  a  little  earlier  to  make  amends  for  his 
tardiness.  He  had  been  visiting  his  daughter 
Sue,  who  is  finishing  her  nurse-training  course 
at  the  Sloan  Maternity.  He  was  greeted  with 
"What's  the  matter  with  Biggar?"  as  he  en- 
tered. Those  of  us  who  know  H.  Fiskus  B., 
need  not  be  told  how  he  answered  that  greeting, 
nor  how,  during  the  remainder  of  the  evening, 
he  was  a  boy  again, — albeit  a  little  shy  on  hair, 
— yet  keeping  pace  even  with  Porter  the  Un- 
abashed. Dewey  had  no  story  to  tell;  he  couldn't 
sing  a  song,  and  he  couldn't  guess  any  riddle ; 
but  it  did  him  good,  he  said,  to  be  in  our  midst 
again  like  King's  lobster,  and  to  hold  to  them 
those  hands  which  oft  he'd  held  before.  Custis, 
no  longer  under  the  thrall  of  the  flax-seed-meal 
pudding,  told  some  very  clever  anecdotes. 
Schenck  told  no  stories ;  neither  did  Helmuth, 
who  is  a  larger  man  than  his  late  father.  Every- 
body seemed  to  know  that  "  Swampy  "  was  there 
and  had  lots  of  fun  with  him  or  at  his  expense. 
At  the  foot  of  the  long  table  sat  Keep,  who  was 
much  concerned  about  the  merits  of  the  soup. 
Norton,  enacting  the  part  of  the  wise  politician, 
smoked  his  twentv-nine  cent  Cuban  dears  and 
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said  nothing;  while  gentle,  genial  Dr.  Doughty 
told  a  rose-leaf  story  that  convulsed  his  auditors 
and  left  a  pleasant  taste  in  the  mouth.  Warner, 
unlimbered  for  the  time  of  his  Safe  Remedies, 
was  occupied  chiefly  as  secretary;  while  the  tall, 
bald,  reverend,  and  grave  Bishop,  with  goo-goo 
<  yes  and  collar  seemed  to  enjoy  1  [elmuth's  mani- 
fest discomfort, — the  latter  having  been  assured 
that  he  would  be  called  on  for  some  remarks. 
Bukk  G.  Carelton  (  Buck,  not  Book)  approved 
himself  one  of  the  most  successful  of  listeners 
and  laughers.  And  so  too  did  Baily  of  Atlantic 
City.  Townsend's  girth  bore  substantial  evi- 
dence of  his  enjoyment  of  this  and  other  ban- 
quets of  this  philistine  order,  and  his  ability  to 
do  so  without  Stuart's  Dyspepsia  tablets.  Big- 
gar  gave  a  pretty  thought  on  the  value  of  suffer- 
ing ;  and  for  a  species  of  encore  later  on  helped 
recall  to  Nash's  memory  that  in  the  appendix  of 
his  '*  Leaders  "  there  was  embodied  a  couple  of 
verses  of  a  very  melodious  quatrain  anent  the 
disputed  root  which  Toastmaster  Porter  had 
spoken  of. 

There  were  many  others  of  the  "  boys  "  tbere 
that  night :  I  can't  recall  them  all ;  I  do  remember 
Ackermann,  Goodell,  Opdyke,  Dennison,  Rob- 
erts. Garrison,  Tuttle,  Hasbrouck ;  they  all 
seemed  to  enjoy  these  gatherings  of  the  medical 
Philistines  and  Bohemians,  and  when  the  assem- 
blage broke  up,  it  was  tacitly  voted  to  have  been 
an  evening  to  be  marked  with  a  white  stone,  and 
an  occasion  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 

TWO    PERSONAL     HAPPENINGS. 

Two  things  happened  while  I  was  in  Xew 
York  that  are  interesting  to  me  and  perhaps  to 
some  few  others.  The  one  was  tbat  I  saw  a  copy 
of  the  new  Clinique.  Say,  well,  it  took  away  my 
breff  for  a  holy  minute! 

The  total  and  wholly  unexpected  disappear- 
ance of  Reuben  Ludlam's  many-years-old  jour- 
nal, The  Clinique.  with  all  its  wealth  of  history 
and  tradition,  reminds  me  that  a  doctor  by  the 
name  of  Harvey  Dale,  who  essayed  to  float  a 
Heal  Magazine,  and  for  reasons  not  attribut- 
able to  his  own  conduct,  failed,  may  not  be  sit- 
ting in  Total  Darkness  about  this  time,  nor 
grieving  inordinately,  nor  as  one  without  hope 
of  glee  or  revenge. 

In  one  of  the  most  recent  issues  of  The 
Clinique,  editor  Halbert  read  editor  Dale  a  most 
proper  lecture  on  the  proper  conduct  of  a  pr 
medical  journal,  like  the  rock-founded  Clinique, 
presided  over  by  that  prince  of  jolly  fellows, 
Halbert,  in  order  to  insure  its  stability  ami  mg 
homeopathic  doctors;  when,  lo !  and  behold  you, 
Halbert,  himself,  is  caused  to  vamoose  the 
ranche,  and  has  now  skipped,  skooted  and  ab- 
.ttulated  as  editor,  while  his  proudly-cited 
journal  has  gone  down,  down,  down,  to  I 
company  with  the  lately  deceased  Medical  Maga- 
zine of  the  said  Harvey  Dale,  herein  before  men- 
tioned as  not  grieving,  etc.,  etc. 

True,  the  new  journal  still  bears  the  familiar 


title  line  (and  in  the  old  familiar  type),  here 
and  there  on  the  outside,  and  in  several  of  its 
midsts,  but  no  one,  however  closely  examining 
the  newer  issue,  just  at  hand,  can  find  jot,  trace, 
or  tittle  of  the  old  Clinique  ;  he  will  find,  on  the 
contrary,  the  Era's  ear  marks  on  every  page  of 
written  matter,  on  every  page  of  make-up,  on 
every  page  of  advertisement,  and  in  the  printing 
as  formerly  of  that  masterly  series  of  articles 
by  its  famous  editor  on  "  'The  Physical  Signs  of 
Aortic  Insufficiency ;  "  indeed,  it  is  the  Era  in 
everything  except  the  absence  of  the  witty  They 
Say-  half-page,  and  the  color  of  the  binding; 
this  latter,  from  having  been  formerly  of  a 
beautiful  white,  symbolical  of,  etc.,  has  now 
taken  unto  itself  a  subdued  gray  color. 

We  once  knew  a  Mound  City  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  St.  Louis,  which  was  rated  and  re- 
garded, generally,  a  second-rate  and  rather 
youngish  and  insignificant  affair,  gobbling  up, 
body,  soul,  and  boot-tops,  the  lordly,  ancient, 
and  prominent  St.  Louis  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  with  risks  in  pretty  nearly  every  State 
of  the  Union;  and.  thereafter,  the  Mound  City 
"  run  "  the  St.  Louis  Mutual,  until  it,  too,  in  its 
turn,  the  Mound  City,  was  gobbled  up  by  an- 
other and  still  smaller  insurance  corporation. 
So  that  it  does  sometimes  happen  that  the  tail 
wags  the  dog;  that  the  lamb  destroys  the  lion — 
in  life  insurance  lines. 

We  would  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  our  late 
editorial,  and  presumably-no-longer-grieving 
brother  Dale,  upon  the  present  condition  of 
medical  magazinery ;  and  whether  he  has  now 
learned  the  proper  way  to  conduct  a  Medical 
Magazine  in  order  to  insure  its  permanency  be- 
yond the  instant  month  upon  which  its  lasl  ii 
was  uttered  to  a  waiting  and  astonished  world. 
Also  if  he  can  kal'clate  how  it  was  possible  for 
the  Era  to  so  completely  absorb  The  Clinique 
that  nothing  was  left  on  the  outside  after  the 
gastronomical  feat, — nor  hair,  nor  hide,  nor  hoof, 
— save  and  except  the  title-line  in  the  old,  origi- 
nal type. 

Perhaps  we  should  be  mindful  of  that  little 
proverb :  Let  not  him  that  putteth  on  the  armor 
exult  like  him  who  layeth  it  off.  We  have  but 
this  moment  received  notice  of  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Wilson  A.  Smith  as  editor  of  the  Medical 
Visitor,  with  all  the  wealth  of  possibilities  of  fur- 
ther absorption  by  the  Clinique.  We  may  wake 
up  some  fine,  cold  morning,  and  find  our  own 
dearl)  loved  journal,  as  well  as  Dewey's  Cen- 
tury, absorbed.  There  haint  no  tellin'  what  a 
month  may  bring  forth  in  these  prosperous,  full 
dinner-pail  days,  with  a  tail-hold  in  Chic 

And  the  anarchistic  red  cover,  typical  of  life 
and  blood  and  vim  and  vinegar,  with  which  we 
had  grown  familiar  in  all  the  years  that  it 
reached  our  desk ;  with  its  masterly  condensa- 
tion of  miscellaneous  items;  its  bright  and 
apropos  editorials  since  Ira.  Halbert  wielded  the 
pen;  its  virile  presentation  of  doings  in  Hahne- 
mann College;  has  disappeared  perhaps  forever; 
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while  in  its  place  has  risen  to  yet  greater  glory 
the  old  Era,  still  governed  and  controlled  by  its 
epigrammatic  and  forceful  editor,  whose 
promises  are  full  of  hope  for  the  new  combine. 

Vale,  vale,  Ludlam's  Clinique,  with  its  two 
almost  immortal  editors ! 

In  this  new  journal  I  found  notice  of  the 
defection  of  Kent  and  Farrington  and  Waring 
of  the  Hering-Dunham  College  and  their  affilia- 
tion with  Hahnemann  of  Chicago.  This  is  a 
noteworthy  acquisition  for  the  latter  school,  but 
a  distinct  loss  for  Hering.  But  what  under  the 
sun  of  suns  has  happened  in  Chicago  anyway 
and  anyhow?  And  what  will  happen  next? 
The  Chicago  Homeopathic,  which  used  to  be  in 
the  front  rank  as  the  leading  clinical  school  of 
the  world  (see  its  former  advertisements),  seems 
to  have  passed  into  a  sear  and  melancholy  de- 
cline. Is  this  true?  What's  become  of  Cow- 
perthwaite  and  his  merry,  merry  men?  Hope 
he  hasn't  been  called  on  the  carpet  by  some  State 
Board  of  Medical  Registration  and  Examina- 
tion to  explain  why  Physical  Diagnosis  was_  so 
poorly  taught,  and  cautioned  that  unless  im- 
provement was  made  his  college  would  be  taken 
off  the  accredited  list.*  And  still  we  hear  noth- 
ing of  Cowp.  and  his  college. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  was  a  rare  thing  to 
pick  up  a  medical  journal  without  finding  some 
paper  from  his  masterly  fist.  Now,  since  he  got 
into  that  college,  he  seems  to  have  died  Out.  If 
he  was  to  die  to-morrow  (which  heaven  fore- 
fend!)  there  would  be  a  whole  lot  of  alleged 
homeopathic  journals  who  wouldn't  know  how 
to  spell  his  name  correctly.  Where  are  Ad- 
vance Allen  and  Hahnemannian  Advocate  Pier- 
son  and  the  other  high  prophets  and  priests  of 
the  purer  homeopathy  of  Chicago? 

The  other  interesting  item  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  lines  was  that  while  I  was  at  the 
New  York  College  trying  to  teach  my  betters 
how  to  teach  materia  medica,  the  Cleveland  Ho- 
meopathic Medical  Society  unanimously  elected 
me  its  secretary.  But  this  is  an  old  scheme  of 
these  good  people,  i.  e.,  to  wait  until  I  am  away 
from  my  parish  and  at  some  distance,  helpless 
and  defenseless,  and  then  elect  me  to  some  office 
or  place  that  I  do  not  want.  In  1900,  while  I  was 
in  Europe,  the  local  college  people  elected  me  to 
the  chair  of  materia  medica,  put  my  name  and  a 
long  list  of  my  virtues  in  their  announcement 
and  sent  these  abroad,  afield,  and  around. 
When  I  returned  a  few  days  before  the  college 
opening  and  was  informed  of  my  election,  I 
promptly  declined  the  honor,  etc.  It  is  hard  luck 
indeed  that  I  cannot  leave  my  parish  for  a  few 
days  without  running  the  danger  of  being  elected 
to  something  or  other.  The  Society  like  the 
College  meant  well  in  their  efforts ;  it  seems  diffi- 
cult to  make  these  good  people  understand  that 
I  am  not  itching  for  professorship  in  their  col- 

*  We  are  now  ready  to  receive  further  indignant  denials 
from  Registrars  of  homeopathic  colleges  that  it  wasn't  their 
college  that  was  so  called  and  carpeted  and  cautioned. 


lege,  nor  secretaryship  in  their  society.  I  have 
pretty  nearly  all  I  can  do  to  attend  to  the  little 
innocent,  self-limited  cases  which  fall  into  my 
parish  practice,  and  I  do  not  care  for  office. 
Shall  I  be  reduced  to  the  same  necessity  with  my 
late  fellow  townsman.  "Mark  Hanna,  and  have  to 
plead  with  my  friends  not  to  put  me  in  embar- 
rassing positions  by  reason  of  their  enthusiastic 
designs  and  wishes? 

THE    ABSEXT    TRANSACTIONS. 

I  was  greeted  in  a  good  many  places  in  New 
York,  when  I  came  to  make  a  few  personal  calls, 
with  the  question  of  what  had  become  of  the 
Transactions  of  the'  Boston  meeting  of  the 
homeopathic  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy. 
I  asked  them  to  search  me ;  that  I  wasn't  respon- 
sible for  the  tardiness  this  time,  as  I  used  to  be 
when  I  was  recording  secretary  and  Porter 
couldn't  get  the  corrected  speeches  back  from 
Dudley  and  Pratt  and  Ludlam  and  Runnels  and 
a  half  dozen  others  of  the  former  great  lights  in 
the  former  unharikaried  American  Institute.  It 
reminded  me,  this  present  inexplicable  dilatori- 
ness  of  our  general  secretary,  of  some  editorial 
matter  which  appeared  in  the  October,  1902, 
issue  of  the  Medical  Era  on  the  very  question 
now  in  dispute  in  the  East — the  early  and  late 
appearance  of  the  Transactions.  The  Era  edi- 
tor, and  at  that  time  as  now,  the  hustling  secre- 
tary of  the  Institute,  made  reference  to  the  fact, 
and  it  was  a  notable  fact,  that  the  Transactions 
of  the  1902  meeting  had  been  sent  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Institute  before  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber !  Kalee  !  kalay !  kalee  !  kalay !  he  chortled 
in  his  joy ;  and  all  the  homeopathic  journals 
kaleed,  kalayed  and  chortled  with  him.  Did  I 
say  all  the  homeopathic  journals?  No,  not  all; 
all  but  one — chortled  with  him — though  some- 
what surprised  to  find  that  Porter  and  Dudley 
and  Burgher  did  not  "  have  sufficient  acquaint- 
ance with  modern  book-making "  to  insure 
prompt  and  early  printing  and  publication  of 
the  Transactions  as  the  by-laws  required,  yet 
glad  that  now  a  new  era  was  dawning  in 
Chicago  which  would  show  the  Institute  how 
the  transactions  could  be  printed  and  published 
as  early  indeed  as  August.  Under  the  title  of 
"  The  Absent  Member  "  in  this  same  referred-to 
issue,  the  editor  said  that  what  the  Absent  Mem- 
ber wanted  to  know  most  was  not  where  the  In- 
stitute would  meet  next  year,  but  the  rather 
when  he  would  receive  his  volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions. Then  the  editor  formed  himself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  dealt  himself  a  hand  at 
solitary,  and  sent  out  imaginary  postal-cards  to 
the  Absent  Membership  to  learn  how  this  com- 
posite party  would  vote.  Now  we  quote  directly 
from  this  clever  and  epigrammatic  sunburst  of 
eloquence  and  prophecy : 

"  When  shall  the  volume  of  Transactions  be 
issued  ? 

"  We  can  forecast,  even  now,  what  the  result 
of  such  vote  would  be.     Here  are  the  figures : 
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"Mr.    President,    your    committee    on    postal-  company    in    which    they    have    large    holdings. 

card  vote  would  respectfully  make  the  following  Now  I   really  hate  to  blieve  that  this  was  the 

report:  reason,  for  then   arc  a  good  many  country  and 

"  Vote    in    favor    of    issuing    the    volume    of  parish  doctors  who  do  not  eat  Shrivelled  Wheat, 

Transactions:  or    Mother's    Oats,    or    drink    milk,    or     Postal 

"  In  the  month  of  July 3  Cerate;  and  who  would  resent  such  invitation  as 

'  In  the  month  of  August i.t>  |j  a  reflection  upon  their  daily  fare  and  surround- 

'  In  the  month  of  Sept 221  ings.      I  am  inclined  to  think  it  another  scheme 

"  In  the  month  of  Oct 92  of    Norton,    Porter   et   al.   to   steal   the    Institute 

'  In  the  month  of  Nov 33  from  Niagara  Falls,  deport  it,  as  once  formerlv, 

'  In  the  month  of  Dec 8  up  into  the  interior  of  the  State,  in  the  country 

'  In  the  month  of  Jan 1  somewhere,  miles  ami  miles  away  from  civiliza- 

'  In  the  month  of  Feb O  tion  and  railroads,  and  so  defeat  the  honest  pur- 

'  In  the  month  of  March 00  poses  of  that  large  cohort  of  homeopathic  physi- 

*  In  the  month  of  April 00000  cians  who  live  and  have  their  being  in    Niagara 

'In  the  month  of   May !o  !o  !o ! !  !o  Falls,  and  who  with  their  outside   friends  deem 

this    the    most    convenient    central    point. 

'  Total  Vote 2000  '  graphically  considered,  for  springing  all  maimer 

,    ,                u     ...              ,  .           .   •      ,  •     ...  of  political  surprises  upon  the  Institute  member- 

•  As  a  result  of  the  mandate  contained  in  this  shJ      such>  for  ^^  as  ^          id          b    ^ 

vote,  the  Secretary  will,  if  given  half  a  chance  the  hd     tQ  be  afforded  fa  '  fch    frien 

get  out  the  1903  volume  in  the  month  of  August  mirers>     and     eaters     of     the     Shrivelled     and 

next  following  the  holding  of  the  session.     He  Scrambled  Wheat.     Of  course  there  is  no  harm 

will  do  this  regardless  of  the  number  of  pages  jn  this  wheat  com            inviting  us  to  rest  and 

that  the  book  may  contain.  refresh  ourseives  in  Niagara  Falls,  if  they  want 

So  much  for  the  celebrated  postal-card  vote!  to .  an(]  the  memhership  need  not  eat  of  thcir 

Requiescat  in   pace.  product  if  they  don't  want  to.     Perhaps  if  we 

tV"           .  ,        ,  .,    .  r,                vr     4.  are  a11  ver-y.  very  good  we  may  each  receive  a 

I  have  not  heard  that  Porter  or  Norton  or  any  pound  package  of  the  Scrambled  Wheat  biscuit 

other   evil-minded   person   had   taken   away   this  to  stow  away  with  that  Qther  la          package  of 

half  chance    have  you?*     From  all  which  I  am  baby  foods>  patent  medicines  from  homeopathic 

fain  to  conclude  that  it  is  an  extremely  unwise  pharmacies,    paper    cutters,    tongue    depressors 

and  hazardous  procedure  to  prophesy  before  the  gaudy  blotters?  to  sav  nothing  of  cod  liver  oil, 

fact;  also  that                                                     .  tasteless  and  harmless,  and  a  bottle  or  two  of  the 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  future  secretaries  of  other     feIlow>s     HofFs     Malt     Extract.— The 

the   Institute — especially  the  one  who  may  sue-  EdiTOr 

ceed  the  present  incumbent  next  year — will   so  •     » 

appreciate  the  responsibilities  of  the  office,  and  T,     .       ,      „,      .  . 

have  sufficient  acquaintance  with  modern  meth-  ,ne  Lonaon  rhyslcian. 

ods  of  book-making,  as  to  give  to  the  '  absent  by  an  American. 

members '  the  volume  of  Transactions  before  the  q-i     .„„•+«-        *.          r         1         ■     ^i     i- 

subject-matter  becomes  '  flat,  stale,  and  unprofit-  The  ,Wnter  1S  fu^hn-  alonS  m  the  linguistic 

ab]e.'  » ^ieci    Era.  entanglements  of  Europe,  trying  to  pick  a  little 

French,   German,    and    especiallv   a    few    "  toad- 

WHV    NIAGARA    FALLS."  . ,     »        .  ,  ,    ,        •      •       0     '    ,  .    , 

stools.       At  present  he  is  in  Sweden,  vainly  try- 

I  heard  a  little  tattle,  too,  to  the  effect  that  one  ;ng  to  make  his  Swedish  landladv,  who  knows 

of  the  reasons  why  the  great  homeopathic  Ameri-  „   ..    „           a      t    -c        u     t-      i-  1             ^ 

can  Institute  of  Homeopathy  was  sent  to  Niagara  ?*J    *  J V                 \        g  x'    °J  u^T' 

Falls   for   its   next   annual' session,   was   not   so  inderfand  ^at.he   P^™   coffee   to   beer    for 

much    because    of    the    excellent    hotel    facilities  >[eakfaf-     He^  is    accompaniec 1 by       Tommy 

promised  this  time  by  that  host  who  was  induced  hlSf  '"J**""     J™?.  at  Pans    „Tommy  'found 

to   make   those    red-letter   affidavits    some   years  °ut    tha*    ^e    had       pmworms,      and    while    we 

ago,  nor  the  promised  attention  of  the  hackmen,  ^ say  both      p,n      and      worm      in  German 

nor  even  the  Volume  of  water  passing  over  those  am    French'  *f  h{  repeating  them  various  times 

turbines,  as  it  was  because  of  the  heart  to  heart  and,  Wa^\ a"d  "udan8  "&&*  motions    finally- 

•      ■              r              ci  •        1        cu  •     11    1             1  made    a    rrenchman    understand.      We    did    not 

invitation      of      a      Shirred,      Shrivelled,      and  ,              ,,                ,     ,          ,               .  .       . 

Scrambled    Wheat    Company,    which    is    head-  fe1™    *f    word    ^r    the    combination     hence 

quartered  in  Niagara  Falls,  and  has  several  large  th,OU*ht  !t  wls.e.  tf°1Lwa!t  l,,ntl1  we  P*  *°  Londo,n- 

stockholders   in   the   homeopathic    American    In-  iff*  we  could  talk  the  language  of  the  people, 

stitute  of  Homeopathv:  who,  the  latter,  deem  it  before  lr-vm-.  to,  fi,nd  a  P^an  to  remove  the 

a  splendid  opportunity  for  freely  advertising  the  worms;  Particularly  as  the      worms      did   not 

r              rr                                                 ■  seem  to  be  doing      tommy     any  harm,  we  fell 

•On   February  q    1904,  I     received    T.    Franklin    Smith's  there    wag    nQ    hurry        I„  '  London     we    dropped 

<louble-ender  postal  card  announcing   that   the    IQ03   transac-  .,        r             re        *    1                                         1        •    ■       • 

tions  had  been  sent  me  prepaid  by  express.     But  up  to  this  ,nto   thc   first   office   where    we    s;lw    ;l    physician  S 

moment,  February  24,  the  book  has  not  yet  arrived.— Editor.  sign,  as   we   were  total   strangers  there,   and   did 
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not  have  our  Cincinnati  "  family  physician." 
The  physician  was  a  very  polished,  cultured, 
nicely  dressed,  intelligent-looking  man.  He 
was  middle  aged,  and  appeared  to  be  prosperous. 
We  introduced  ourselves,  told  him  we  were 
Americans,  temporarily  in  London,  and  that  the 
young  man  had  discovered  that  he  had  "  pin- 
worms,"  and  that  we  had  called  for  a  prescrip- 
tion to  remove  them.  He  inquired  very  closely 
who  had  sent  us  to  him,  how  long  we  expected 
to  remain  in  London,  and  other  matters  rather 
of  a  personal  than  medical  nature.  Finally  he 
said :  "  Young  man,  now  sit  and  give  me  a  full 
history  of  the  case."  There  was  not  much  "  his- 
tory "  for  the  young  man  to  give,  simply  that  he 
had  "  seen  the' worms  "  ;  otherwise  he  would  not 
have  known  that  he  owned  them.  Yes,  he  had 
a  good  appetite,  slept  well,  had  no  pains,  etc.,  etc. 
Then  the  London  physician  made  the  young 
man  take  off  his  shirt.  Taking  a  stethoscope  he 
sounded  his  lungs,  listened  to  his  heart,  felt  his 
pulse,  and  performed  sundry  professional,  im- 
pressive ceremonies.  Finally  he  got  a  graduate 
and  asked  the  young  man  to  draw  a  little  water 
for  chemical  examination  (possibly  to  also  ex- 
amine microscopically  for  worm  eggs),  which 
the  young  man  made  futile  attempts  to  furnish. 
I  was  little  impressed  at  these  proceedings,  as  I 
did  not  understand  what  they  had  to  do  with 
"pinworms."  Finally,  after  further  profes- 
sional movements,  which,  however,  had  no 
direct  connection  with  the  worms,  or  their  loca- 
tion, he  said  he  would  give  a  couple  of  prescrip- 
tions, one  to  be  taken  internally  three  times  a 
day,  the  other  an  injection  for  rectum,  and  di- 
rected "  Tommy  "  to  come  back  in  a  couple  of 
davs  for  another  and  more  critical  examination. 
The  whole  matter  appeared  to  me  as  a  profound 
farce,  a  lot  of  mystery  over  nothing,  an  attempt 
to  impress  us  with  his  wonderful  wisdom.  I 
asked  him  the  cost,  and  was  surprised  when  he 
said  "two  guineas"  (about  $10).  I  thought  it 
would  be  probably  eight  shillings,  something 
like  I  would  have  been  charged  at  home.  How- 
ever, I  gave  the  learned  man  a  five-pound  note, 
which  he  went  out  to  get  changed.  I  noticed 
that  he  sent  his  office  girl  in  to  remain  during  his 
absence,  probably  as  a  mark  of  precaution.  Be- 
fore leaving  I  asked  him  if  the  prescriptions 
would  remove  the  worms.  He  assured  me  very 
grandly  that  the  medicine  internally  would  ac- 
complish that  purpose.  When  I  read  the  pre- 
scription, and  found  it  an  iron  tonic  and  a  mild 
cathartic,  without  a  particle  of  tsenicide  proper- 
ties ;  then,  among  other  things,  I  questioned  to 
myself  that  learned  gentleman's  veracity.  The 
injection  was  an  infusion  of  quassia,  which, 
being  one  of  Professor  King's  remedies  for 
ascarides  I  had  faith  in,  and  I  presume  he  relied 
upon  it  to  make  the  worms  let  go.  Had  he  used 
podophyllin  in  connection,  as  King  directs,  I 
would  have  had  greater  faith.  We  did  not  "  re- 
turn "  in  a  couple  of  days,  as,  judging  from  the 
"  office  girl  "  episode,  the  physician  thought  he 


was  in  danger  of  being  robbed,  and,  judging 
from  my  experience  I  knew  that  I  would  be.  I 
was  afterwards  glad  the  young  man  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  urinating1,  as  I  expect  that  would  have 
cost  another  "  guinea." 

I  can  only  add  to  this  historical  incident  that 
since  we  have  been  up  in  Sweden  "  Tommy  "  has 
taken  the  internal  medicine  "  for  removing  the 
worms,"  and  has  faithfully  injected  the  infusion 
of  quassia,  and  that  the  total  result  of  our  visit 
to  a  "  London  physician "  to  date  has  been 
"  nary  a  worm." — The  Eclectic  Medical  Gleaner. 

♦  ♦ 

Silence  is  Aseptic. 

We  are  taught  that  silence  is  gold.  That 
proverb  was  first  spoken  long  before  the  days  of 
carbolic  acid  and  rigid  antisepsis.  Dr.  Mendes 
de  Leon  informed  the  Netherlands  Gyneco- 
logical Society  last  March  that  speech  is  septic. 
This  development  of  an  old  saying  was  not 
taught  as  a  parable  or  a  generalization,  nor  was 
it  even  expressed  in  these  three  words.  The 
distinguished  Dutch  gynecologist  dwelt  on  the 
danger  of  speaking  during  an  operation.  Let 
an  explanation  or  a  few  demonstrative  observa- 
tions to  the  extent  of  only  300  words  be  spoken 
over  an  agar-agar  slide,  and  at  its  conclusion, 
we  are  assured1,  no  fewer  than  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  germs  will  be  found  on  the  slide,  in- 
cluding the  streptococcus  and  the  staphylo- 
coccus !  A  terrible  warning,  indeed,  all  the 
more  since  we  are  told  that  disinfection  of  the 
mouth  is  of  no  avail.  An  American  visitor  to 
Old  World  hospitals  observed,  a  few  years  ago, 
that  one  European  operator  gargled  before  doing 
an  abdominal  section,  yet  his  results  were  not 
highly  satisfactory.  Still,  Dr.  Mendes  de  Leon 
feels  so  sure  that  speech  is  septic  that  he  employs 
a  mouthpiece  consisting  of  two  metal  gauze 
plates  with  wool  placed  between  them.  It  must 
be  interesting  to  hear  observations  made  by  the 
wearer.  Perhaps  the  apparatus  might  first  be 
used  in  the  lecture  room,  so  that  the  operator's 
pupils  might  learn  to  understand  his  modified 
speech.  Nevertheless,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
in  principle  Dr.  Mendes  de  Leon  is  quite  right. 

♦  ♦ 

A  Word  to  the  Secretaries. 

The  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  New 
York  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  Albany  at 
the  Common  Council  Chamber  of  the  City  Hall. 
All  this  will  have  happened  before  this  item  will 
see  print.  We  publish  it,  however,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  several  Society  secretaries  to  the 
almost  transparent  fact  that  a  monthly  medical 
journal  should  have  a  little  longer  notice  of  an 
expected  meeting  than  is  usually  given.  Medical 
journalism,  as  Dewey  says,  is  not  daily  newspaper 
work.  Matter  which  is  to  appear,  let  us  say,  in 
March,  is  very  frequently  all  in  type  five  weeks 
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before  the  day  of  issue.  If  the  secretaries  wish 
to  advertise  their  societies,  let  them  not  wait  until 
within  one  week  of  the  proposed  meeting  before 
sending- a  notice  to  the  homeopathic  journals.  An 
enterprising  secretary,  one  such  as  is  our  good 
friend  De  Witt  Wilcox,  always  makes  it  pari  of 
his  business  to  send  each  editor  due  and  timely 
notice  of  the  expected  event,  and,  as  a  rule,  there- 
fore, this  and  a  few  other  secretaries  always  get 
good  notices.  Then  one  other  thing  to  heed  in 
this  same  connection  is  the  report  of  the  meeting. 
Very  few  doctors  talk  or  read  only  for  the 
benefit  of  the  handful  of  members  who  attend 
the  meeting,  or  for  that  greater  number  who  get 
and  read  the  printed  Transactions  issued  many 
months  afterwards.  The  progressive  and  am- 
bitious man  wants  to  talk  to  his  immediate 
brethren,  of  course,  but  also  to  the  larger  body 
of  the  profession  throughout  the  United  States : 
and  everyone  admits  that  there  is  no  better  way 
of  so  doing  than  by  giving  it  to  the  several 
journals.  True,  here  and  there  an  aggressive 
writer  and  disputant  may  save  a  copy  of  his  paper 
and  send  it  to  his  favorite  journal ;  but  even  so 
its  value  is  restricted  to  the  subscription  list  of 
that  journal.  But  let  the  secretary  consider  it 
part  of  his  duty  to  send,  as  does  De  Witt  Wilcox, 
a  hrst-class  report  of  the  meeting  to  each  journal 
and  the  needs  of  the  occasion  are  met.  Then  if 
the  reader  of  the  report  notes  the  reading  of  some 
special  paper  by  some  prominent  man  or  familiar 
name,  he  may  write  directly  and  secure  a  copy. 
There  are  very  few  journals  which  would  not  be 
glad  to  give  space  to  these  reports,  who  cannot 
attend  by  their  editors,  and  whose  correspondents 
may  not  seize  upon  just  the  right  thing  to  send. 
Hence,  our  plea  with  the  secretaries  to  furnish 
this  copy  to  each  journal ;  and  especially  since 
there  are  now  but  three  homeopathic  journals  in 
the  United  States  the  expense  would  be  very 
small. 


3oo\\  IReviews. 


Electro-Static  Modes  of  Application,  Therapeutics 
and  the  Uses  of  the  Roentgen-Ray.  Uy  W.  li. 
Snow,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  Electro-Therapeutics  in  the 
New  York  School  of  Physical  Therapeutics,  Editor  of  The 
Journal  of  Advanced  Therapeutics.  Second  edition 
revised  and  enlarged.  Contains  more  than  one  hundred 
illustrations,  including  ten  full  page  half-tones  showing  the 
various  methods  of  posturing  and  treating  conditions. 
Price,  cloth  bound,  S3.  A.  L.  Chatterton  &  Co.  New 
York. 

At  this  time,  with  the  increased  activity  in 
application  of  the  Roentgen  ray.  this  hook  by  Dr. 
Snow,  now  in  its  second  edition  is  especially 
timely  and  valuable,  and  for  several  reasons.  I. 
It  goes  to  the  one  special  department  of  electrical 
endeavor,  static-work,  without  circumlocution, 
and  without  beginning  back  of  Galvani  and 
Volta,  and  tracing  it  loosely  and  albeit  laboredly 
to  the  present  day  :  and,  2d,  because  it  is  couched 
in  good  American  language  so  that  an  ordinary 
general  practitioner  in  medicine  may  follow  with- 


out confusion  or  disappointment.  Dr.  Snow 
gives  a  chapter  to  the  general  statements  con- 
cerning electricity  in  medicine,  and  then  plunges 
directly  into  static  talk,  which  is  now  the  proper 
thing  in  electrical  work,  lie  does  so  with  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  sincere  believer,  student,  and 
operator;  it  is  pleasant  to  read  after  him  and 
note  with  what  address  and  dispatch  he  disposes 
of  the  subject  and  leaves  it  with  the  reader  for  a 
later  and  more  practical  aonlication.  The  half- 
tone pictures  add  much  to  the  value  of  the  work, 
and  so,  too,  does  the  excellent  arrangement  of  the 
letter-press.  There  have  come  to  our  table  a 
goodly  number  of  electrical  books  in  the  last  year, 
and  we  have  browsed  in  manv  of  them;  but  not 
until  we  took  up  Snow's  book  did  we  experience 
any  special  desire  to  sit  up  nights  and  read  it. 
His  composition  and  style  are  charming  and  easily 
understood.  There  is  on  every  page  evidence 
that  he  is  trying  to  show  you  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  to  leave  with  you  some  thought 
which  can  fructify  and  bring  forth  good  fruit. 
In  so  many  books  the  feeling  obtains,  after  a  few 
pages  of  reading,  that  the  author  "  is  trying  it  on 
a  dog  " — to  show  how  very  wise  he  is,  and  how 
little  the  reader  knows;  this  is  not  true  of  Snow's 
book.  It  is  simple  and  yet  strong.  We  have 
read  enough  along  the  line  of  electro-therapeutics 
to  understand  that  Dr.  Snow  has  not  fallen  behind 
in  the  march  towards  electro-therapeutical  per- 
fection ;  and  it  is  equally  apparent  that  his  book 
is  not  a  rehash  of  other  works,  nor  of  exploded 
theories  or  hypotheses.  If  you  are  interested  in 
electro-therapeutics — and  unless  you  are  a  back 
number  in  medicine  you  are — look  at  this  book 
a  little  more  than  cursorily  when  you  have  the 
opportunity  and  see  its  neatness  of  arrangement 
and  its  thorough  way  of  going  about  the  sub- 
ject. Yes,  we  like  the  book  and  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  recommendinng  it  to  our  readers. 
♦ 

Sally  of  Missouri.     By  R.  E.  Young.     McClure,  Phillips 
&  Co.,  1903. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  medical  editor  is  favored 
with  a  book  for  review  outside  the  pale  of  his 
professional  line,  though  within  the  past  three  or 
four  years  we  have  received  "  personal  "  books 
from  authors  which  have  all  been  duly  appre- 
ciated. Perhaps  one  reason  why  the  author 
favored  us  with  a  copy  of  her  book  was  because 
in  the  long  ago,  three  or  four  years  ago,  Miss 
Rose  E.  Young  was  Dr.  C.  E.  Eisher's  chief  man- 
ager, bookkeeper,  and  clerk,  when  Fisher  was  run- 
ning the  Medical  Century;  and  everybody  now 
knows  that  it  was  Miss  Young  who  ran  the  jour- 
nal during  Fisher's  frequent  absences  from  the 
country  as  well  as  during  his  long  illness.  Miss 
Noting  remembered  us  as  editor  of  this  Journal 
and  was  good  enough  to  say  in  her  letter  sending 
the  autographed  book  that  she  used  to  read  1 
editorials  and  was  pleased  with  them.  Sail. 
Missouri,  whose  title  is  the  only  thing  about  the 
book  that  we  do  not  like,  is  a  most  excellent  and 
virile  little  book  about  a  fine  girl  of  and  in  Mis- 
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souri,  and  a  young  man  from  New  York,  and  Miss 
Young  has  made  the  best  of  the  situations  af- 
forded by  the  plot  of  the  story,  for,  differing  from 
the  great  mass  of  modern  fiction,  Sally  of  Mis- 
souri has  a  plot  and  one  of  which  too  much  of 
good  cannot  be  said.     Sally,  by  the  way,  is  not 
a  corruption  of  Sarah,  but  of  Salome,  which  at 
once  changes  the  aspect  of  affairs,  and  the  reader 
no  longer  expects  to  find  a  frowsy,  sunbonneted, 
barefooted  lean  and  lanky  girl  dipping  snuff  or 
clay-eating,  elbows  hooked  over  a  stake-and-rider 
fence,   as  the   New   York   City   man   drives  by. 
Sally   is   the    daughter   of   a    prominent   citizen, 
chief  man  of  a  township  and  county  in  Missouri, 
in  the  mining  district,  and  has  been  at  Vassar. 
Notwithstanding    these    advantages    she    is    still 
"  Sally "  with  all  her  old   friends.     Her  father 
falls  upon  evil  ways  and  evil  days,  especially  with 
reference  to  the  New  York  man  who  has  come 
into  mining  propertv  over  which  Sally's  father 
has  some  control.  The  frightful  temptation  put  in 
the  father's  way  to  overreach  the  New  York  man 
is  averted  in  a  most  striking  and  novel  way  and 
Sally  and  the  New  York  man  make  the  match  for 
which  the  author  was  working  from  the  first  page 
of  the  book,  though  it  was  difficult  to  see  how 
it  could  be  brought  about.     The  book  excels  in 
some  charming  descriptions  of  Missouri  scenery, 
people,   and   dialect.     The   love   for   Missouri   is 
deeply  implanted  in  the  characters.     Other  ex- 
cellent features  are :  first,  the  few  people  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  story ;  second,  the  sweet  sim- 
plicity and  naturalness  of  these  few ;  and,  finally, 
the  directness  with  which  the  story  goes  towards 
its  climax.     There  is  not  a  prosy  page  in  the  book. 
We  congratulate  Miss  Young  on  her  success  in 
literature,  and  also  upon  her  early  and  fortunate 
escape  from  the  monotony  of  medical  editorship. 


The  Worth  of  Words. — By  Dr.  Ralcy  Husted  Bell. 
With  an  Introduction  by  Dr.  William  Colby  Cooper. 
Third  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  Hinds  &  Noble, 
Publishers,  New  York  City. 

Our  first  impression  upon  reading  the  first  half 
dozen  pages  of  this  splendid  little  book  was  that 
we  had  forgotten  what  little  of  the  English 
language  we  had  learned  at  school,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  wise  thing  to  have  our  children  take 
us  in  hand  and  give  us  a  bit  of  instruction  in 
English  grammar  and  rhetoric.  The  number  of 
words  cited  in  the  first  division  of  Dr.  Bell's  book 
which  seem  to  have  become  wrested  from  their 
original  meaning,  indeed  so  badly  have  they  be- 
come wrested  that  in  many  instances  the  meaning 
is  diametrically  opposite,  is  very  large.  We  com- 
fort ourself,  however,  with  the  reflection  that  if 
we  have  been  wrong  in  our  modern  use  of  modern 
definitions,  we  are  not  alone,  but  have  the  com- 
pany of  almost  the  entire  English  (American) 
speaking  people  of  to-day.  Take  a  few  words  at 
random  like  consider,  approach,  carnival,  extend, 
ventilate,  inaugurate,  decimate,  and  we  find  that 
their  former  meaning  has  been  changed  com- 
pletely.    Words,  like  laws,  evidently  change  their 


form  and  intent  among  peoples  under  different 
conditions  of  life  or  servitude.  The  newspapers, 
which  are  to-day  the  true  mediums  (media)  of 
English  language,  have  been  using,  in  the  main, 
the  modern  definitions  referred  to  by  Dr.  Bell, 
and  by  him  pointed  out  as  wrong;  and  if  these 
newspapers  are  able  to  do  so,  with  impunity ;  if 
their  readers  understand  the  thought  notwith- 
standing, then  the  people  who  read  the  papers  are 
most  apt  to  do  likewise.  Dr.  Bell  does  not  any- 
where condemn  this  misusage ;  he  merely  calls 
attention  to  it  and  gently  suggsts  the  propriety 
of  returning  to  the  original  meaning.  This  we 
deem  not  only  impracticable,  but  impossible. 
Neither  words  nor  laws  will  work  backwards. 

In  the  other  divisions  of  his  book  Dr.  Bell 
shows  the  wrong  use  of  words  which,  of  course, 
appeals  to  any  student  or  reader ;  for  many  of  us 
are  liable  to  fall  into  error  in  the  hurry  and  jostle 
of  a  busy  life.  With  those  whose  occupation  in 
life  is  the  study  of  words — teachers,  authors, 
philologists  and  the  like — these  little  inaccuracies 
are  not  likely  to  occur ;  to  the  others  the  reminders 
of  Dr.  Bell's  book  are  both  timely  and  appro- 
priate. 

His  division  on  slang  is  graphic  [which  is  one 
of  the  tabooed  words  of  the  first  part]  and  very 
amusing  at  times.  He  shows  a  rare  familiarity 
with  the  subject.  But  why  has  he  left  off  the 
word  "guess"  used  as  slang;  or  "bully,"  or 
"  rats,"  or  "  bughouse  " — which  latter  seems  to 
be  holding  the  footlights  just  about  this  time. 

Dr.  Bell's  book  bespeaks  a  great  deal  of  study 
and  care.  It  is,  besides,  couched  in  such  pleasant 
and,  withal,  such  humorous  terms,  that  it  makes 
an  impression  upon  the  reader,  however  lightly  or 
desultorily  he  may  browse  in  its  pages.  We  find 
it  to  be  an  agreeable  book  to  let  lie  loose  upon 
our  Reception  and  Waiting  Room  table.  The 
book  is  a  little  treasure,  and  every  page  is  replete 
with  valuable  pointers  for  even  the  best  and 
most  painstaking  of  writers  and  students.  We 
congratulate  the  doctor  and  hope  his  book  will 
pass  through  many  more  editions — that  hall-mark 
of  success. 


Globules. 


Jest  keep  the  heart  a-beatin'  warm. 

Be  kind  to  every  feller  ; 
Look  for  the  rainbows  in  the  storm, 

But — carry  yer  umbreller  ! 

Be  brave  to  battle  with  the  strife, 
Be  true  when  people  doubt  you : 

Don't  think  that  money's  all  in  life,     • 
But — carry  some  about  you. 

An'  when  it's  time  to  shuffle  off, 
An'  you  have  done  yer  mission, 

Jest  put  yer  trust  in  Providence — 
An'  call  a  good  physician. 

— Atlanta  Constitution. 
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— Brimful  of  anecdotes  was  a  speech  of 
General  Mulholland.  Here  is  a  specimen  from 
the  memory  of  a  hearer. 

McCook's  regiment  was  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
and  expecting  to  make  an  attack  next  morning, 
he  mounted  his  horse  to  ride  down  to  the  picket 
line  and  examine  the  situation.  With  this  pur- 
pose in  view  he  called  for  a  soldier  to  accompany 
him,  and  the  commanding  officer  made  a  detail. 
McCook  was  astonished  when  a  little  red-headed 
fellow  rode  up  to  him  and  touched  his  cap.  ready 
for  this  service,  for  he  was  a  mere  boy,  weighing 
not  more  than  seventy-five  pounds,  and  looking 
scarcely  bigger  than  the  Sharp's  rifle  he  carried. 

"  You  going  with  me  ?  "  said  McCook. 

The  lad  saluted  and  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

"  We're  going  right  to  the  front,"  said  the 
officer.  "  Do  you  know  that  it  is  very  danger- 
ous?" 

"  Yis,  yer  honor,"  said  the  youth. 

"Have  you  been  under  fire?"  inquired  the 
officer. 

"  I  have,  yer  honor." 

"  Do  you  suppose  you  have  the  backbone  to 
keep  up  with  me  wherever  I  go?  " 

"I'll  thrv.  sir:  that's  why  I'm  sint.  sir.  An' 
if  it's  heavy  firin'  an'  we  get  among  the  bullets 

and  ye're  kilt  you  won't  be  in  h half  a  minut 

before  I  come  a-tappin'  at  the  window." 

They  went  to  the  front. — Washington  Post. 

— Dr.  Carl  Rust  is  located  in  Suite  862,  The 
Rose  Building,  Cleveland,  with  Ear,  Nose,  and 
Throat  as  his  specialty. 

— The  memorial  erected  at  Titusville,  Penn- 
sylvania in  1901,  to  Edwin  L.  Drake  looks 
familiarly  like  the  one  erected  to  Samuel  Hahne- 
mann, and  we  are  wondering  whether  Niehaus 
was  the  sculptor  of  the  Titusville  statue  as  he 
was  of  that  of  Hahnemann. 

— Dr.  Biggar,  Sr.,  was  quite  ill  the  first  week 
or  more  of  this  year  having  overdone  in  work 
and  travel.  He  was,  however,  able  to  resume 
his  labors  before  the  day  set  for  his  lectures  and 
operations  in  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal College,  January  27. 

— It  is  almost  too  good  to  be  true ;  but  if  it 
be  true,  as  we  have  been  unofficially  informed, 
that  Dr.  Charles  Gatchell  has  been  and  gone 
and  got  married,  then  here  is  our  paw  and  with 
it  our  very  best  wishes  for  the  health,  happin 
and  long  life  of  both  high  contracting  parties. 

— Let  us  all  hope  that  no  enterprising  cigar- 
maker  and  no  equally  enterprising  patent-med- 
icine fakir  will  now  take  Hanna's  name  in  vain. 
So  far,  we  believe,  there  has  been  no  McKinley 
cigar  or  McKinley  Swamproot.  As  Hanna 
always  refused  to  train  with  his  congressional 
confrere's  in  the  matter  of  posing  as  guzzler 
of  Peruna  or  a  washer  with  Fairy  Soap,  and  his 
commendation  of  patents  has  not  yet  come  to 
the  surface,  perhaps  he  did  not  give  any.  Al- 
ready we  read  in  the  daily  papers,  and  hear  from 


the  pulpits  and  the  bible-class,  of  Hanna's  un- 
usual goodness  of  heart,  bis  wonderful  charity, 
his  largeness  in  religious  matters,  and  bis  other 
thousand  and  one  habits  of  morality  and  good- 
ness,  the  usual  aftermath  following  the  death 
of  a  gnat  man.  We  also  note  with  surprise 
the  rather  scant  assortment  of  superstitious 
omens  and  signs  and  things  which  usually  pre- 
sage the  death  of  a  great  man.  These  will  fol- 
low later.  The  pictures  of  his  relatives  already 
fill  the  cheap  morning  papers;  so  far,  these  have 
been  confined  to  those  who  could  really  trace 
direct  connection;  but  there  is  a  great  horde  who 
will  find  their  pictures,  or  at  any  rate  their  names, 
in  the  public  print  before  the  great  man  him- 
self is  forgotten.  We  knew  Mark  Hanna  well. 
We  loved  him  well.  We  hoped  to  vote  for  him 
for  president  some  time,  as  we  hoped  to  do  for 
Blaine  the  second  time.  And  we  know,  as  does 
every  friend  and  intimate  of  Hanna,  that  he  was 
a  plain,  everyday  citizen,  filled  with  ambition 
for  his  country  and  his  part}-,  a  lover  of  his 
friends,  and  a  hater  of  all  forms  of  sycophantry 
and  hypocrisy.  The  element  of  hysterics  was 
notably  absent  in  his  makeup. 

— The  New  York  State  Homeopathic  Medical 
Society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  due  form, 
electing  Dr.  Bukk  G.  Carleton  as  president  and 
our  good  old  friend  Martin  Besemer  first  vice- 
president. 

— The  Homeopathic  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat 
Journal  recently  contained  a  very  fine  and  life- 
like picture  of  Dr.  H.  D.  Schenck  of  Brooklyn. 

—Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  has  returned  from  a  visit 
to  Cuba,  where  he  had  gone  to  take  a  little  vaca- 
tion. He  had  a  good  time  there  and  came  back 
refreshed  and  ready  to  take  up  his  work  once 
more. 

— The  Chironian  for  January  contained  a 
peculiar  paper  by  Vandenburg  on  the  alternation 
of  remedies.  Fortunatelv  the  discussion  which 
ensued  and  was  published,  pretty  clearly  knocked 
the  props  out  from  under  Yandenburg's  position. 
We  are  a  little  astonished  to  find  so  good  a 
homeopath  as  Vandenburg,  the  author  of  that 
exhaustive  treatise  on  arsenicum  album  which  be 
published  a  few  years  ago.  giving  his  countenance 
to  alternation. 

— The  Critique  speaks  of  the  death  of  Horace 
M.  Payne!  Wasn't  it  Byron  who  said  fame 
was  being  killed  in  battle  and  then  having  your 
name  misspelled  in  the  lists? 

— Have  you  got  one  of  Rut's  pretty  pictures 
tin-  year — referring  now  to  that  sweet-faced  nun 
which  he  is  publishing  and  sending  out  to  the 
friends  of  Antikamnia.  With  a  proper  cowl  on, 
and  his  mustache  off,  Ruf  would  make  a  very 
creditable  monk  himself.     Sir? 

— We  bad  a  call  to  visit  a  man  with  trouble  in 
the  right  inguinal  region.  He  had  been  wearing 
a  truss  for  fifteen   years   for  complete   rupture. 
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We  gave  bryonia  on  the  presenting  symptoms. 
He  grew  better  of  his  pain  within  a  few  hours. 
A  week  or  more  afterward  he  asked,  over  the 
phone,  if  what  we  had  given  him  was  to  have 
had  any  effect  upon  his  rupture?  We  said  no. 
Then  he  informed  us  that  his  rupture  had  dis- 
appeared completely.  This  was  a  week  or  ten 
days  after  last  Thanksgiving  day.  He  visited  us 
a  few  days  ago  and  showed  us  that  his  rupture 
was  entirely  cured ;  and  that  for  the  first  time  in 
fifteen  years  he  was  working  without  his  truss. 
What  cured  him? 

— Dr.  A.  M.  Cushing  of  Springfield.  Mass., 
sends  us  a  number  of  printed  slips  which  contain 
extracts  from  papers  presented  by  him  to  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  at  Boston  in 
1903.  And  we  are  wondering  how  he  got  these 
extracts?  Has  he  been  favored  with  an  edition 
de  luxe  of  the  Transactions  for  1903?  No  one 
else  seems  to  have  received  a  copy  so  far.  Tell 
us  how  you  did  it,  Dr.  Cushing. 

— In  another  part  of  his  enclosures  Dr.  A.  M. 
Cushing  says  that  after  just  fifty  years  of  con- 
tinuous study  and  practice  of  medicine  he  has 
decided  to  give  more  time  and  study  to  the  cure 
of  diseases  of  the  heart,  lungs,  and  kidneys  and 
the  use  of  modified  medicated  oxygen. 

— For  clever  advertisment  writing  commend 
us  to  the  editors  of  the  Medical  Advance,  which 
journal  in  its  November,  1903  issue,  but  just  now 
received  (January,  1904),  editorially  prints  a 
letter  from  the  Bovinine  Co.-,  asking,  in  view  of 
their  long  advertising  contract  with  the  Ad- 
vance, that  some  article  be  written  by  the  editors 
or  for  them,  giving  a  pleasant  reference  to 
Bovinine,  and  that  the  same  be  printed  and 
this  is  followed  with  the  Advance's  sorrow- 
ful declination  to  do  such  thing  because, 
as  it  avers  the  pages  belong  to  the  sub- 
scribers and  not  to  the  advertisers.  And  yet  by 
reason  of  the  publication  of  this  letter  and  decli- 
nation in  its  editorial  pages,  which  belong  to  the 
subscribers,  the  Advance  has  given  the  Bovinine 
Co.  a  valuable  editorial  reference,  far  more  than 
the  maker  of  this  product,  good  as  it  is,  would 
have  had  the  temerity  to  ask.  Truly  the  editors 
•of  the  Medical  Advance  have  no  need  to  take 
Home  Correspondence  lessons  from  any  Inter- 
national Correspondence  School  in  order  to  learn 
Advertisement  Writing. 

- — The  December  (1903)  issue  of  the  American 
Medical  Monthly  prints  a  rather  belated  obituary 
notice  of  the  late  Dr.  Elias  C.  Price,  who  de- 
parted this  life  June  16,  1902.  The  obituary, 
however,  is  a  very  beautiful  testimonial  to  the 
life  and  worth  of  Dr.  Price,  and  it  is  well  worth 
reading  a  second  time,  in  order  to  gather  some 
of  the  inspiration  and  enthusiasm  which  actuated 
this  good  friend  of  Homeopathy. 

— "  The  influence  and  Limitations  of  Certain 
Climatic    Elevations    upon     Pulmonary     Tuber- 


culosis," by  Chauncey  E.  Tennant  of  Denver,  is 
a  reprint  from  the  North  American,  being  a  paper 
presented  to  the  American  Institute  at  Boston. 
Wisely  enough  Dr.  Tennant  retained  a  copy  of 
his  paper,  and  thus  the  profession  has  had  an  op- 
portunity to  see  what  Dr.  Tennant  had  to  say 
at  Boston  on  a  very  lively  subject  and  in  time  to 
do  that  profession  some  good.  It  is  of  itself  a 
fine  paper  and  handles  a  difficult  subject  with 
rare  grace  and  effectiveness.  Those  having 
patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
will  do  well  to  become  possessed  of  this  reprint 
and  note  the  practical  points  made. 

— We  learn  with  much  sorrow  of  the  death  of 
the  wife  of  our  editorial  brother  and  friend  Dr. 
H.  R.  Arndt  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Journal  of 
Homeopathy,  which  occurred  some  weeks  since. 
We  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathies  to  our 
stricken  brother. 

— "  Four  Roads  to  Paradise,"  is  a  charming 
story  in  the  Century  Magazine,  and  it  holds  the 
reader  from  issue  to  issue.  It  is  written  in  a 
specially  bright  way,  and  its  plot  and  counterplot 
are  of  an  order  to  evoke  admiration  and  applause. 
The  Sea-Wolf,  by  Jack  London,  is  good,  as  are  all 
his  former  writings  ;  it  is  certainly  a  very  involved 
affair  as  thus  far  presented.  The  color  printing 
of  the  most  recent  issues  of  this  favorite  journal 
is  of  the  first  order  of  excellence.  "  Bric-a-brac 
Auctions,"  will  elicit  more  than  a  passing  atten- 
tion. It  is  written  and  drawn  to  life.  To  those 
who  have  visited  Italy  the  Roman  villa  series, 
and  the  Italian  scenes,  in  general,  are  most  charm- 
ing and  reminiscent.  And,  for  that  matter,  they 
must  prove  so  even  to  those  who  have  not  been 
abroad.  An  engraving  of  the  last  portrait  of 
George  Washington,  painted  in  1797,  comes  very 
apropos  and  is  quite  a  treasure  to  art-lovers  as 
well  as  to  all  patriots. 

- — The  Pennoyer  Sanitarium  Company,  of 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  established  in  1857  and  incorpo- 
rated in  1889,  is  one  of  the  modern  establishments 
truly  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  Its  location 
is  a  charming  spot,  just  about  midway  between 
Chicago  on  the  one  hand  and  Milwaukee  on  the 
other.  It  is  located  on  the  bank  of  Lake  Michigan 
and  on  a  plot  of  ground  covering  one  hundred 
acres.  Its  Chicago  office  is  at  70  State  Street. 
We  have  known  Dr.  N.  A.  Pennoyer  ever  since 
we  broke  into  the  medical  profession,  and  we 
have  always  known  him  to  be  a  first-class  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  and  that  his  sanitarium  was 
one  of  the  finest.  Get  his  most  recent  booklet 
and  assure  yourself,  if  you  have  a  patient  need- 
ing such  a  place,  that  Dr.  Pennoyer  has  an  ideal 
home   for  all. 
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y^edicasi  proves? 


Treatment  of  Gonorrheal  Urethritis  and  Cystitis. 

Schusslcr  directs  attention  to  the  far-reaching 
and  unfortunate  results  and  the  casual  relation 
of  gonorrhea  to  many  gynecologic  diseases. 
The  advance  in  therapeutic  measures  lias  not 
been  so  satisfactory  as  in  many  other  lines,  and 
so  far  nothing  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  specific 
has  been  found.  The  principles  of  diagnosis 
and  treatment  have  been  improved  upon,  how- 
ever, and  some  features  added  that  are  worth 
more  than  passing  consideration.  He  points  out 
that  the  diagnosis  of  gonorrhea  by  a  mere  exami- 
nation of  the  pus  microscopically  is  not  sufficient, 
and  agrees  with  Lydston  and  Wolbarst,  that 
such  examination  may  be  misleading,  particu- 
larly by  making  a  "  smear  "  on  a  cover  glass  by 
pressing  the  glass  against  the  meatus.  He 
thinks  a  sterilized  platinum  wire  is  best  for 
handling  the  pus.  Care  in  diagnosis  is  made 
more  important  when  it  is  considered  that  strep- 
tococci may  invade  the  urethra  and  cause  patho- 
logic conditions,  and  by  the  assertion  of  Chute, 
that  gonorrhea  may  exist,  with  its  manifold  com- 
plications, without  the  slightest  urethral  dis- 
charge. 

Local  treatment  of  gonorrheal  urethritis  has 
been  unsatisfactory,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  re- 
version to  internal  medication.  The  balsams 
were  responsible  for  gastritis  and  sometimes 
nephritis,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that 
these  nauseous  and  noxious  drugs  will  ever  be- 
come popular  again.  The  author  has  used  salol 
and  boric  acid  to  bring  about  an  antiseptic  condi- 
tion of  the  urine,  and  salol  alone,  and  these 
seemed  to  give  practical  benefit  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  disease.  The  internal  administra- 
tion of  medicaments  to  produce  an  antiseptic 
urine  seems  to  be  a  very  logical  way  of  solving 
the  problem  of  gonorrheal  treatment,  and  in 
cystogen  we  seem  to  have  the  factor  which 
solves  the  problem  by  releasing  formaldehyde 
and  impregnating  the  urine  with  it.  This  makes 
the  urine  quite  antiseptic,  prevents  the  forma- 
tion of  pus,  inhibits  the  action  of  gonococci  or 
destroys  them1,  prevents  ammoniacal  decomposi- 
tion and  renders  non-irritating  to  the  inflamed 
mucous  membrane.  In  the  treatment  of  chronic 
gonorrhea,  he  uses  weak  solutions  of  permanga- 
nate of  potash  as  an  injection,  and  if  the  bladder 
is  involved,  washing  this  out  with  solution  of 
boric  acid,  with  deep  injections  of  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver. In  subacute  cases  with  irritation  of  the 
urethra,  simple  boric  acid  solution  is  employed 
and  cystogen  is  administered  internally,  five- 
grain  tablet  four  times  daily.  This  treatment 
has  given  satisfactory  results,  and  in  gonorrheal 


cystitis,  with  urine  shreddy,  containing  pus,  this 
preparation  is  the  most  satisfactory  he  has 
known. — Clinic. 

♦ 

Antiph/ogistine. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  gastro-enteric 
tract  rids  itself  of  the  inciting  material  of  sum- 
mer complaint  with  the  assistance  of  very  little 
internal  medication,  though  this  act  is  not  per- 
formed without  making  a  demand  upon  the  gen- 
eral storehouse  of  energy.  Add  to  this  the  de- 
pression caused  by  toxsemic  obsorption,  and  the 
marked  exhaustion  of  an  acute  attack  is  readily 
explained. 

Probably  there  is  no  better  aid  to  further  bene- 
ficial medication  than  Antiphlogistine  applied 
warm  and  thick  over  the  entire  abdomen.  The 
dressing  to  be  immediately  covered  with  absorb- 
ent cotton  and  a  suitable  compress.  Peristaltic 
spasm  is  at  once  reduced,  intestinal  comfort  pro- 
moted, and  refreshing  slumber  invited.  Acting 
reflexly,  Antiphlogistine  restores  the  muscular 
tone  of  the  intestinal  walls  and  energizes  the  en- 
tire economy  to  resist  the  prostration  from  sum- 
mer complaint  so  common  to  infant  and  adult 
during  the  humid  months. 

♦ 
On  the  "  Dude  "  Train. 

Johnny  Drummer,  who  is  side-tracked  to  let 
the  Limited  go  by,  expresses  his  sentiments 
regarding  this  Superb  Train. 

"It  has  been  my  dream  of  joy  supreme 

To  ride  in  plush  and  velvet  splendor ; 

Parlor  car  for  a  swell  tailender, 

Platform  fenced  with  a  swell  brass  fender 

On  the  Regular  Limited  Train. 
"  Electric  bell  right  under  your  nose ; 

Porter  to  come  and  brush  your  clothes  ; 

Grub  in  the  diner  the  best  that  grows ; 

A  downy  bunk  for  a  night's  repose ; 

On  the  Regular  Limited  Train. 

Chorus. 
"Biff!     Bang!  a  mile  a  minute! 
No  other  method  of  travel  is  in  it. 
1  want  to  go  ripping,  skipping,  and  zipping, 
Away  on  the  Limited  Train." 
These  lines  are  not  original   with  me.     They 
are   taken    from    a    tuneful    little    ditty    sung   in 
George  Ade's  comedy  "  Peggy  from  Paris."  The 
jingle  danced  through  my  brain  the  other  day  as 
we  lay  on  the  siding  at  Prairie  Junction,  or  some 
such   place,   to   let  the    Santa  Fe's   west-bound 
California  Limited  go  by.   It  was  a  gorgeous  train 
of  palace  cars,  and  behind  the  plate-glass  obser- 
vation   windows   beauty   and    fashion   and    youth 
and   old   age  were   lolling  among  the   luxuriant 


cushions,  some  visiting,  some  reading,  some 
pleasantly  dozing,  some  making  wreaths  of  cigar 
smoke,  some  gazing  dreamily  through  the  win- 
dows at  the  passing  of  cities,  and  fields,  and 
forests  and  rivers. 

I  stood  on  the  rear  platform  of  the  last  car  of 
our  train  and  watched  the  California  Limited  as 
she  faded  away  toward  the  golden  west.  As  I 
thought  of  the  difference  between  travel  now  and 
travel  in  the  days  of  '49,  when  it  took  the  gold- 
seeker  half  a  long,  weary  year,  filled  with  all 
kinds  of  hardships,  to  travel  the  distance  that  is 
now  covered  in  three  days ;  I  thought  of  the 
slow-moving  wagons,  the  dust,  the  stones,  the 
jolting,  the  thirst,  the  hunger,  the  homesickness, 
the  snail-like  crossing  of  plains,  the  laborious 
climbing  of  mountains,  the  weary  dragging 
weeks,  the  never-ending  trail. 

In  thse  palaces  that  had  just  glided  by  were 
people  going  to  the  same  place  to  spend  the  winter 
months  where  the  climate  is  perpetual  summer. 
And  they  were  not  to  endure  a  single  hardship 
on  the  journey. 

When  night  came  they  were  to  lie  in  beds 
whose  soft  embrace  makes  sleep  a  luxury — and  in 
the  daytime  the  velvet  cushions  of  their  seats 
were  to  be  made  deeper  still  by  pillows — and 
they  were  to  spend  a  delightful  part  of  their  time 
in  the  gilded  and  glittering  dining  car,  where 
every  dainty  that  ever  tickled  the  palate  is  en- 
ticingly served — in  short,  they  were  to  have  on 
the  trip  all  the  comforts  of  home — and  of  the 
best  kind  of  home. 

I  stood  there  and  watched  them  pass  out  of 
sight  while  my  soul  was  consumed  with  envy. 
But  I  derived  some  consolation  out  of  resolving 
that  sometime  I,  too,  would  see  California,  and  I 
promised  myself  that  if  I  ever  did  go  there  it 
would  be  over  the  Santa  Fe. 
♦ 

Cough  and  Restlessness  in  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Parker  truthfully  states  in  the  Jan- 
uary Medical  World,  that  "  The  season  for  pneu- 
monia is  here,"  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers  to  know  that  he  has  found  an  excellent 
remedy  for  the  cough  and  restlessness  which  are 
such  distressing  symptoms  of  this  dreadful  mal- 
ady in  antikamnia  and  heroin  tablets.  Each  of 
these  tablets  contain  five  grains  of  antikamnia 
and  one-twelfth  grain  heroin  hydrochloride,  and 
the  dosage  is  one  tablet  every  two  or  three  hours, 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  or  at  the 
discretion  of  the  attending  physician.  We  may 
also  add  that  Professor  Uriel  S.  Boone,  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  St.  Louis, 
also  reports  most  satisfactory  results  with  this 
remedy  in  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  la  grippe, 
particularly  in  relieving  the  accompanying  spas- 
modic coughs  and  muscular  pain. 

Items  of  Interest. 

— The  Alkaloidal  Clinic  Co.,  whose  up-to-date 
journal  of  the  profession  is  one  which  promi- 
nent homeopathic  physicians  in  Cleveland  are  not 
ashamed  to  be  seen  reading  on  the  trolley  cars, 


has  given  birth  to  a  number  of  catchy  things,  not- 
ably its  Abbott's  Saline  Laxative  and  latterly  to 
Calcidin,  which  is  much  recommended  in  croup. 
Dr.  Abbott  is  a  hard  worker  and  on  the  alert  for 
the  latest  in  the  line  of  healing  products.  The 
firm  also  provides  other  necessary  articles  for  the 
profession,  such  as  the  alkaloidal  granules,  a  sys- 
tem of  medicine  most  attractive  and  reported  to 
be  successful.  It  carries  a  line  of  pocket  cases  of 
novel  pattern  that  would  interest  the  homeopaths. 
Were  we  not  a  homeopath  we  would  be  either  an 
eclectic  or  an  alkaloider.  Both  systems  have 
many  points  of  practical  value.  But,  alas  !  we  are 
wedded  to  our  idols. 

— The  February  number  of  St.  Nicholas  prints 
a  list  of  forty-three  books  about  the  ocean  which 
contains  some  fine  stories  by  masters  in  fiction 
writing.  Some  of  these  are  pretty  good  stories 
even  for  the  grown-ups  to  read,  as,  for  instance, 
The  Odyssey,  The  Adventures  of  Telemachus, 
The  /Eneid,  Toilers  of  the  Sea,  Two  Years  Be- 
fore the  Mast,  Captains  Courageous,  Farthest 
North,  Westward  Ho !  Kidnapped,  the  Sea  Tales 
of  J.  Fenimore  Cooper,  and  some  few  others 
though  all  the  books  quoted  for  youthful  reading 
are  fine  ones.  Jack  Longshort  is  one  of  the  inter- 
esting stories  of  the  February  number  and  so,  for 
that  matter,  are  Japanese  Athletics  for  American 
Boys,  and  Nature  and  Science  for  Young  Folks. 
The  St.  Nicholas  League  presents  each  month 
a  number  of  bright  and  original  features  that  are 
attractive  to  young  and  old  alike.  Its  copies  of 
gold  and  silver  badge  photographs  and  its  orig- 
inal treatment  of  some  word  or  expression  draws 
out  the  admiration  of  all  who  see  the  work  so 
produced. 

— The  action  of  Celerina  on  the  brain  and 
nervous  system  is  that  of  an  exhilarant,  relieving 
depression  and  lessening  irritable  nerve  condi- 
tions. In  cases  of  organic  and  functional  lesions 
of  the  heart,  an  increased  steadiness  of  pulse 
beat  and  diminution  of  pulse  variation  is  appar- 
ent. 

— Managers  generally  agree  that  the  present 
has  been  the  most  disastrous  season  in  the  his- 
tory of  theatricals,  and  even  those  plays  which 
usually  merit  patronage  are  playing  to  such  small 
receipts  as  to  scarcely  pay  the  salary  of  the  star, 
in  some  instances.  It  is  generally  admitted  that 
the  cause  of  this  bad  business  is  due  to  the  uni- 
versal practice  of  charging  two  dollars  admission 
to  the  larger  part  of  the  house.  The  single  excep- 
tion to  the  general  condition  is  found  at  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Theatre,  where  Mr.  Proctor's  popular 
price  plan  has  crowded  the  theater  at  both  per- 
formances, irrespective  of  other  conditions  or  fire 
scares.  There  are  always  large  audiences  at  the 
Proctor  theaters,  because  for  a  trifling  admission 
Mr.  Proctor  gives  far  greater  value,  both  in  quan- 
tity and  quality,  than  proportionately  prevails  at 
the  higher  priced  houses.  At  the  Fifth  Avenue 
house,  for  instance,  from  ten  to  fifteen  vaude- 
ville specialities  are  added  to  the  performance  of 
some  plav,  which  but  a  year  or  two  ago  was  to  be 
seen  at  adjoining  houses  at  four  times  the  ad- 
mission price  that  Mr.  Proctor  charges. 
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FROIM  time  to  time  we  notice  little  statements 
in  the  commercially  conducted  homeopathic 
college  journals  to  the  effect  that  the  profession  is 
not  overcrowded,  nay,  not  even  crowded,  calling 
for  witness  the  fact  that  there  are  many  fine  coun- 
try locations  even  in  the  grand  old  State  of  Ohio 
waiting  and  crying  for  homeopathic  doctors  like 
the  children  cry  for  Fletcher's  Castoria,  the  kind 

mother  used  to  make  us  take. 

*  *     * 

BUT  neither  are  the  trades  overcrowded  or  even 
crowded,    thanks    to    the    Parks'    system    of 
walking  delegatism  and  of  others. 

*  *     * 

Dl  »N'T  believe  it?  Well,  try  sometime  to  gel 
a  carpenter  to  put  together  for  you  a  half- 
dozen  shelves  in  your  library,  or  a  plumber  to 
move  a  washstand  from  one  side  of  your  office 
tn  the  other,  or  a  paperhanger  to  patch  up  a  hole 
in  the  ceiling  made  by  reason  of  the  imperfect 
work  of  the  aforesaid  plumber  in  the  bathroom 
above,  and  note  how  long  you  will  whistle  before 


you  can  get  a  man.  And  when  you  do  get  him, 
i  ven  after  his  "  office  "  hours,  and  on  a  little  job 
that  will  take  but  a  few  hours,  and  no  special  skill, 
you  will  pay  him  union  prices,  you  will  be  re- 
stricted to  union  hours,  and  you  will  he  almightily 
careful  not  to  offend  him  or  ask  any  service  not 
distinctly  in  his  trade  line,  such  as  asking  the  car- 
penter to  putty  up  a  nail  hole,  or  asking  the 
plumber  to  drive  a  tenpenny  nail,  or  any  other 
thing  not  specifically  nominated  in  the  bond,  or 
else  he  will  drop  the  job:  then  you  will  be  in  a 
pickle  for  fair;  for  the  union  will  not  send  you 
another  man  until  you  have  apologized  for  the  in- 
sult or  repaired  the  injury  to  the  first  man.  And 
we  all  know,  do  we  not"  that  in  almost  every 
little  town,  to  say  nothing  of  the  big  renters  of 
50,000  or  over,  you  can  get  doctors  and  doctors, 
should  any  one  of  our  craft  throw  up  a  case  in 
high  or  low  dudgeon.  Then  why  so  persistently 
solicit  an  inlaid  bricklayer  or  an  ingrained  house- 
painter  or  any  other  of  the  incipient  workmen  at 
trades,  to  throw  down  his  tools  in  that  which 
would  be  for  the  great  majority  a  far  surer 
means  of  livelihood  than  breaking  into  the  pro- 
fession of  un-unionized  doctors? 
*     *     * 

IT  is  one  of  the  inconsistent  acts  of  Mark  I  [anna, 
that  he  permitted  himself  to  he  done  to  death 
by  the  old  school,  while  he  was  I 'resilient  of  the 
I  'leveland  1  fomeopathic  1  fospital,  and  might  have 
had  good  homeopathic  physicians  attend  him  in 
Washington.  It  is  also  an  inconsistent  act  on  the 
part  of  the  old  school,  that  it  took  them  three 
weeks  to  discover  what  ailed  Mark  Ilanna,  and 
then  based  their  decision  of  typhoid  on  so  simple 
a  thing  as  the  blood-and-bouillon  experiments  of 
a  bugteriologist.  Tf  this  was  the  proper  thing  to 
do,  why  did  they  wait  for  three  weeks?  Think 
of  an  ordinary,  everyday  practical  practitioner 
carrying  a  case  along  three  weeks  befi  Ber- 

ing what  was  the  matter.      It  i^  ul  thing. 

nay   a    fatal   one,   to    fall   into   the   hands   of   the 
Washington  bulletin-issuing  doctors. 
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Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD    ALLEN,    M.    D.,  no  West 
1 2th  Street,   New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are    made   by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Four  Drugs  for  Follicular  Tonsilitis. 

Dr.  Geo.  Royal  in  Progress  gives  the  symptoms 
in  the  order  of  their  importance  : 

Phytolacca. — Pain  and  stiffness  of  muscles  of 
neck :  The  pain  begins  about  the  occiput  and 
extends  down  and  out  into  the  shoulders. 
Roughness,  rawness  and  scraping  in  the  throat. 
The  throat  is.  at  first,  dry  and  the  tonsils  swollen 
and  dark  red.  Any  attempts  at  deglutition,  at 
this  time,  is  very  painful.  After  a  few  hours, 
the  throat  becomes  a  little  moist  and  the  tonsils 
become  covered  with  follicles.  Deglutition  now 
becomes  less  painful  but  the  act  more  frequent 
because  of  the  increased  amount  of  mucus.  In 
most  cases  the  fever  is  marked,  in  some  reaching 
103  degrees.  A  dull,  aching  pain  is  often  present 
in  the  dorsal  region  and  lower  extremities.  I 
have  had  three  cases  in  which  albumin  was  found 
in  the  urine. 

Prostration  is  marked  following  these  attacks. 
An  aching  or  rather  a  dull  pain  in  the  forehead 
extending  to  the  vertex.     I  use  the  6x. 

Belladonna. — Throat,  mouth,  and  tonsils 
bright  red  and  very  dry  at  the  onset  of  the  dis- 
ease. Temperature  high,  1030  to  1040.  The  at- 
tack sudden  and  the  progress  rapid.  The  patient 
drowsy.  Muscles  not  sore  and  stiff  but  jerky, 
especially  as  the  child  is  going  to  sleep.  Tonsils 
swollen  and  bright  rather  than  dark  red.  After 
a  few  hours  some  ropy  adherent  mucus  appears  in 
the  mouth  and  throat,  but  the  dryness  is  not  re- 
lieved. The  amount  of  urine  is  at  first  increased, 
afterwards  decreased.  The  skin  is  dry  and  moist 
in  alternation  but  is  always  hot.  Not.much  glan- 
dular involvement.     Bell  30th. 

Mercurius  prot.  iod. — A  good  deal  of  glandu- 
lar involvement,  not  only  the  tonsils  but  the  sub- 


maxillary 


glands. 


Pain   on    swallowing.      The 


posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  and  the  tonsils  red 
and  inflamed.  Mucous  patches  are  seen  early  and 
follicles  appear  soon  after.  There  is  moisture  of 
the  throat  and  mouth  early  and  increases  as  the 
disease  progresses.  The  "  flabby  tongue,  heavily 
coated  yellowish  white  at  the  base,"  was  not 
present  in  more  than  one-third  of  the  cases. 
About  one-third  of  the  cases  which  seemed  to  be 
improved  but  not  cured  by  bell.,  were  completed 
by  mere.  prot.     I  use  the  3X. 

Lachesis. — Two  years  ago  two-thirds  of  the 
cases  required  lachesis.  The  indications  were  as 
follows  :  A  rawness  and  soreness.  A  constant  de- 
sire to  swallow  and  the  act  of  deglutition  increased 
the  sensation  of  rawness  and  soreness.  Swal- 
lowing of  anything  very  difficult,  swallowing  ol 
hot  liquids  almost  impossible  because  of  the  pain 
caused   thereby.     Food,  i.   e.,   solids,   swallowed 


better  than  liquids.  The  follicles  were  small  in 
number  and  size.  The  complaints  of  the  patients 
were  out  of  proportion  to  the  manifestation  in 
the  throat.  Only  a  few  cases  had  the  charac- 
teristic aggravations,  "  cannot  bear  anything  tight 
about  the  throat,"  or  "  worse  after  sleep." 

Belladonna  in  the  Diarrhea  of  infants. 

Dr.  Bell 5  says :  "  We  use  this  more  perhaps 
than  all  other  remedies  combined.  In  our  mind 
it  is  indicated  by  a  sudden  onset,  high  fever, 
flushed  face,  hot  head,  drowsiness,  but  unable  to 
sleep,  with  jumping  and  starting,  rolling  of  head. 
Xausea  and  vomiting.  Thirsty.  Character  of 
stools  may  be  any  kind,  but  if  seen  early  the  usual 
undigested  stool ;  greenish  watery,  with  whitish 
lumps. 

Sulphur  in  Spinal  Sclerosis. 

Clarence  C.  Howard,  M.  D., 23  gives  the  fol- 
lowing indications  : 

The  pains  of  sulphur  are  generally  made  worse 
by  heat  and  at  night  and  extend  from  above  down- 
ward ;  they  are  of  an  aching,  drawing,  tearing, 
burning  character  which  forces  the  patient  out  of 
bed  to  find  a  cool  place ;  the  soles  of  the  feet  burn 
so  that  they  keep  the  sufferer  awake  hunting 
about  for  a  cool  place.  The  limbs  are  heavy  and 
weak  when  walking.  Cramps  take  place  in  the 
calves  at  night,  drawing  up  the  limbs ;  tingling  in 
limbs ;  sensation  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh  as  if 
broken.  Torpor  and  numbness  of  the  legs,  pains 
commence  in  thighs,  extend  down  the  leg,  caus- 
ing contraction.  Sensation  of  icy  coldness  of  the 
feet  which  are  not  cold.  The  soles  are  cold  and 
damp.  The  gait  is  unsteady,  the  limbs  tremble ; 
there  is  great  weariness  and  prostration.  The 
legs  go  to  sleep,  especially  when  lying  down. 

The  perspiration  in  the  axillae  smells  like  garlic. 
The  hands  tremble,  the  fingers  feel  dead  in  the 
morning;  the  palms  burn.  Jerking  in  the  arm 
and  fingers,  sharp  pains,  cramps  in  the  arms  at 
night;  the  hands  feel  weak  as  if  paralyzed.  In- 
voluntary contraction  of  the  hands  when  about  to 
grasp  anything;  dead  feel  of  the  fingers.  (Ex- 
cessively sensitive  to  open  air  and  washing.) 

Eyes  :  Impaired  vision,  unable  to  recognize  any- 
one on  the  street ;  letters  run  together  when  at- 
tempting to  read  as  if  looking  through  a  thick 
veil  or  fog  and  has  a  dead  look;  complains 
of  heaviness  of  eyelids ;  eyes  burn  ;  pupils  con- 
tracted. 

Consipated  stool,  hard,  knotty  and  dry  as  it 
burnt. 

Urine  involuntary,  especially  at  night,  excoriat- 
ing parts. 

Irritability  of  the  bladder ;  must  hurry  to  urin- 
ate day  and  night. 

Sexual  functions  entirely  lost;  organs  cold; 
testicles  relaxed ;  soreness  and  moisture  with 
offensive  >weat  on  genitals. 
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A  Graphites  Case. 

"  W  "  in  Progress.  Woman,  aged  36  years, 
weight  164  pounds,  mother  of  four  children, 
rather  plump  in  form  but  lacking  the  red  tint 
of  perfect  health,  surface  pale  and  often  cold; 
general  health  fairly  good.  For  twelve  years 
has  been  afflicted  with  eczema  of  both  ears  in- 
volving the  entire  external  ear  and  extending 
about  an  inch  on  the  surface  surrounding  the 
■ears;  the  entire  diseased  surface  was  covered 
with  crusts  that  cracked  easily  on  bending  and 
exuded  a  watery,  sticky  thud  that  seemed  irri- 
tating and  excited  severe  itching.  Under  the 
crusts  and  in  the  cracks  the  appearances  were 
very  red  and  angry  looking,  this  seemed  espe- 
cially aggravated  behind  the  ears  where  they 
joined  the  head.  Beneath  the  cars  and  along  the 
sides  of  the  neck  the  glands  were  enlarged,  but 
gave  no  evidence  of  acute  disease.  The  auditory 
canal  was  dry  and  itchy;  the  hearing  was  not  im- 
paired. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  case  graphit 
was  given,  a  tablet  once  daily.  The  pdtient  was 
advised  in  regard  to  diet  and  general  habits  and 
told  to  report  in  two  weeks.  At  the  next  visit 
there  was  evidence  of  improvement,  the  remed) 
continued  and  at  the  expiration  of  two  months 
the  only  evidence  remaining  was  a  slight  redness 
and  some  thickening  of  the  skin,  all  of  which  soon 
passed  away,  and  up  to  the  last  report,  which  was 
twelve  years  later,  there  was  no  return  of  the 
trouble.  W. 

Petroleum  and  Seasickness. 

F.  Kopp,34  of  Greenwich,  N.  S.  W.,  gives  an 
account  of  his  experience  with  the  use  of  petro- 
leum in  sea-sickness.  He  swallowed  a  2-grain 
powder  of  the  2x  trituration  directly  the  feeling 
of  nausea  began  to  steal  over  him.  Tn  ten 
minutes  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  nausea 
disappeared.  It  came  on  again  later,  but  soon 
vanished  after  taking  the  powders.  Several  chil- 
dren under  observation  were  treated  in  the  same 
way  with  success,  also  a  lady  and  gentleman  who 
had  been  supplied  with  the  powders. 

Craetagus  Oxyacantha. 

"This  drug  is  undoubtedly  of  little  or  no  value 
in  acute  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  heart  (the 
special  domain  of  bryonia  and  spigelia),  but 
rather  effectual  in  chronic  and  secondary  cardiac 
affections,  functional  disturbances,  with  flagging 
of  muscular  power,  and  resulting  dyspnoea,  anx- 
iety, dropsical  swellings;  so  if  cardiac  action 
becomes  impaired,  weakened,  fluttering,  slowed, 
iregular. 

In  fact,  such  conditions  as  are  frequently  seen 
in  our  old,  debilitated  people,  or  in  young  adults 
after  violent  over-exertion,  or  following  in  the 
wake  of  acute  infectious  diseases  (typhoid,  diph- 
theria, influenza),  or  obese  and  alcoholic  per^ 


Formerly,  these  conditions  were  treated  with 
arsenicum,  kali  carb.  and  digitalis  (large  doses). 
The  latter  generally  secured  temporary  improve- 
ment, accompanied  by  increased  urination  and 
disappearance  1  >f  dn  ipsical  swellings,  but  too  often 
induced  marked  gastric  irritability. 

Fortunately,  craetagus  possesses  man)  virtues 
of  digitalis,  without  any  secondary  evil  sequelae 
or  cumulative  action,  and  may  therefore  be  used 
:  a  protracted  period  without  any  fear  of  un- 
favorable or  toxic  effects.  The  remedial  effects 
may  display  themselves  rapidly,  but,  generally,  a 
more  or  K-ss  persistent  use  of  the  remed)  is  requi- 
re for  permanent  results.    Drop  doses  of  0  most 

effectual. 

Ipecac  in  Post-Partum  Hemorrhage. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Fisher17  believes  that  in  this  plain 
and  not  over  aesthetic  remedy  we  have  a  medicine 
■real  value  in  uterine  flooding.  Nausea  and 
vomiting  have  been  held  to  be  its  particular 
sphere.  I  !ut  it  is  because  of  the  effect  it  has  upon 
the  gastric  and  hepatic  centers  of  the  solar  plexus 
that  it  relaxes  the  digestive  organs  and  emesis  re- 
sults The  uterus  is  dominated  by  the  abdominal 
brain,  and  relaxes  with  the  stomach  for  this  rea- 
son. The  pathology  is  not  visible  but  inertia 
occurs,  the  sanguinary  stream  pours  forth  its 
crimson  liquid,  the  patient  blanches,  her  face  be- 
comes bathed  in  clammy  sweat,  she  sinks  into  de- 
pression, her  limbs  become  cool  and  clammy,  her 
pulse  feeble  and  rapid,  and  she  sighs  and  is 
qualmish  and  weak  even  to  faintness.  She  is  a 
picture  of  relaxation,  and  a  crisis  impends.  Here 
ipecac  will  beat  both  ergot  and  sabina.  How  it 
acts  perhaps  the  Supreme  Ruler  knows.  In  some 
subtle  way  it  gets  in  its  work  upon  the  solar 
plexus,  the  nerve  supply  of  the  uterine  muscle  is 
stimulated,  the  fibers  contract  and  the  hemorrhage 
is  checked.  The  uterine  sinuses  have  been  pour- 
ing forth  their  volume  without  effort  or  spurting, 
the  pool  of  blood  has  simply  come  away  by 
gravity,  as  it  were.  I  rarely  give  it  below  the 
thirtieth,  but  in  earlier  obstetric  work  secured 
good  results  from  lower  strength. 


— I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  denoun- 
cing surgery  in  its  rightful  domain,  but  I  am 
pi  rfectly  convinced  that  even  in  our  own  school 
the  knife  is  being  resorted  to  in  many  cases  too 
early  and  too  often,  ddie  result  is  that  the  study 
"\  materia  medica  is  being  sadly  neglected,  for  I 
am  firmly  convinced  also  of  this,  that  much  as 
we  have  done  in  the  curing  of  the  sick  with  our 
drugs,   we   are   still   i  in\    means  yet   fully 

tainted  with  what  is  still  possible  farther  on. 
Now  man)  out  of  the  over  five  hundred  remedies 
that  we  know  something  of  are  brought  out  so 
that  we  can  apply  them  as  we  can  the  aconite, 
arsenic,  belladonna,  bryonia,  mercury,  mix.  Pulsa- 
tilla, and  sulphur  of  Hahnemann? — E.  B.  Nash, 
M.  D. 
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ARSENICUM  ALBUM 


The  drug  we  select  for  study  to-day  is  arseni- 
cum  album. 

The  greater  part  of  the  white  arsenic  of  com- 
merce is  derived  from  the  roasting  of  natural 
arsenides  of  iron,  nickel,  and  cobalt.  The  process 
is  conducted  in  a  reverberatory  furnace,  and  the 
volatilized  substance  is  condensed  in  specially  ar- 
ranged long  chimneys.  This  crude  product  is 
freed  from  metallic  arsenic  and  its  sulphite  by 
resublimation. 

Properties. — Arsenious  acid  is  entirely  volati- 
lized by  heat.  As  it  occurs  in  commerce,  it  is  in 
masses,  with  a  vitreous  fracture,  and  of  a  milk- 
white  color  exteriorly,  but,  internally,  often  per- 
fectly transparent.  As  first  sublimed,  the  whole 
mass  is  transparent;  but  it  gradually  becomes 
white  and  opaque,  the  change  proceeding  pro- 
gressively from  the  surface  inwards.  This 
change  has  not  been  well  explained ;  but  probably 
depends  upon  the  absorption  of  moisture,  causing 
a  gradual  passage  of  the  acid  from  the  amorphous 
to  the  crystalline  state.  As  it  occurs  in  the  shops 
for  medical  use,  it  is  often  in  the  form  of  a  white 
powder,  almost  as  fine  as  flour.  In  this  state  it 
is  sometimes  adulterated  with  powdered  lime  or 
chalk,  or  sulphate  or  arsenite  of  lime,  a  fraud 
which  is  easily  detected  by  exposing  the  powder 
to  a  heat  sufficient  to  evaporate  the  arsenious  acid, 
when  these  impurities  will  be  left  behind.  In 
consequence  of  the  liability  of  the  acid  to  contain 
impurities  when  in  powder,  it  is  directed  in  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia  to  be  kept  in 
masses ;  so  that  the  apothecary  may  powder  it  for 
himself  as  it  is  wanted.  It  has  been  erroneously 
stated  to  have  an  acid  taste.  It  is  nearly  tasteless. 
It  has  no  smell,  even  in  the  state  of  vapor ;  but, 
when  thrown  on  ignited  charcoal,  it  emits  a  gar- 
licky odor,  in  consequence  of  its  deoxidation,  and 
the  volatilization  of  the  reduced  metal.  Its  point 
of  sublimation  is  at  an  incipient  red  heat.  When 
slowly  sublimed,  it  condenses  in  regular  octa- 
hedral crystals,  exhibiting  a  sparkling  luster. 

Medical  Properties. — According  to  the  allo- 
pathic view,  when  given  internally,  the  action  of 
the  preparation  of  arsenic  is  alterative  and  febri- 
fuge ;  externally,  for  the  most  part,  violently  irri- 
tant. They  have  been  considered  as  peculiarly 
applicable  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  a  period- 
ical character.  At  the  commencement  of  their 
exhibition,  the  dose  should  be  small,  and  after- 
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wards  gradually  increased,  the  operation  being 
carefully  watched.  When  the  specific  effects  of 
the  medicine  are  produced,  it  must  be  immediately 
laid  aside.  These  are,  a  general  disposition  to 
oedema,  especially  of  the  face  and  eyelids,  a  feel- 
ing of  stiffness  in  these  parts,  itching  of  the  skin, 
tenderness  of  the  mouth,  loss  of  appetite,  and  un- 
easiness and  sickness  of  the  stomach.  The 
peculiar  swelling  produced  is  called  oedema  arsen- 
icalis.  Sometimes  salivation  is  produced,  and 
occasionally  the  hair  and  nails  fall  off.  The  prin- 
cipal preparations  now  in  use  are  the  arsenious 
acid,  the  substance  under  consideration,  the  solu- 
tion of  arsenite  of  potassa,  or  Fowler's  solution, 
and  the  solution  of  iodide  of  arsenic  and  mercury, 
or  Donovan's  solution.  The  arseniates  of  potassa 
and  sodse  are  also  occasionally  employed. 

Properties  of  Arsenious  Acid  as  a  Poison. — 
Arsenious  acid,  in  an  over-dose,  administered  in- 
ternally, or  applied  externally,  acts  with  very 
great  energy,  and  generally  destroys  life  in  a 
short  time ;  but,  in  some  rare  instances,  no  well- 
marked  symptoms  are  developed  until  eight  or 
nine  hours  after  the  ingestion  of  the  poison. 

The  symptoms  produced  by  the  poison  are  an 
austere  taste ;  fetid  state  of  the  mouth ;  frequent 
ptyalism;  continual  hawking;  constriction  of  the 
pharynx  and  esophagus ;  the  sensation  of  the  teeth 
being  on  edge ;  hiccoughs ;  nausea ;  anxiety,  fre- 
quent sinkings ;  burning  pain  at  the  prsecordia  ; 
inflammation  of  the  lips,  tongue,  palate,  throat, 
bronchi,  and  esophagus;  irritable  stomach  so  as 
not  to  be  able  to  support  the  blandest  drinks ; 
vomiting  of  matters,  sometimes  brown,  at  other 
times  bloody ;  black,  horribly  fetid  stools ;  small, 
frequent,  concentrated,  and  irregular  pulse,  but 
occasionally  slow  and  unequal ;  palpitations ; 
syncope;  insatiable  thirst;  burning  heat  over  the 
whole  body ;  or  a  sensation  of  icy  coldness ;  diffi- 
cult respiration;  cold  sweats;  suppression  of 
urine ;  scanty,  red,  bloody,  and  sometimes  al- 
buminous urine ;  change  in  the  countenance ;  a 
livid  circle  round  the  eyelids;  swelling  and  itch- 
ing of  the  body :  livid  spots  over  the  surface,  and 
occasionally  a  miliar}-  eruption ;  prostration  of 
strength ;  loss  of  feeling,  especially  in  the  feet  and 
hands ;  delirium ;  convulsions,  often  accompanied 
with  insupportable  priapism ;  falling  off  of  the 
hair,  detachment  of  the  cuticle,  etc.  In  some 
cases  there  is  inflammation  with  burning  pain  in 
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the  urino-genital  organs.  It  is  very  rare  to  ob- 
serve all  these  symptoms  in  the  same  individual. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  they  are  nearly  all  wanting, 
death  taking  place  without  an)  pain  or  prominent 

symptom.  Occasionally  the  symptoms  have  a 
perfect  resemblance  to  those  of  Asiatic  cholera,  in 
the  stage  of  collapse.  After  death,  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances are  various.  In  some  instances,  no 
vestige  of  lesion  can  be  found.  The  appearances, 
however,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  are  the  f ol  1<  u 
ing:  The  mouth,  stomach  and  intestines  are  in- 
flamed; the  stomach  and  duodenum  exhibit  spots 
resembling  eschars,  and  perforations  of  all  their 
coats;  and  the  villous  coat  of  the  former  is  in  a 
manner  destroyed,  and  reduced  to  the  consistence 
of  a  reddish-brown  pulp. 

A  milder  grade  of  arsenical  poisoning,  yet 
sometimes  serious  in  its  consequences,  has  re- 
sulted in  many  instances  from  the  inhalation  of 
the  air  of  apartments  lined  with  green  wall-paper, 
which  owes  its  color  to  arsenite  of  copper,  and 
from  which  a  fine  poisonous  dust  sometimes 
escapes  when  the  paper  has  not  been  well  pre- 
pared. Death  has  also  resulted,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  from  working  in  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  leaves,  which  owe  their  green  color  to 
the  same  poison. 

Treatment  of  Poisoning  by  Arsenious  Acid. — 
Before  the  antidote,  to  be  mentioned  presentlv, 
can  be  obtained,  the  poison  should  be  dislodged  so 
far  as  possible  by  free  vomiting,  induced  by  the 
finger,  the  feather  part  of  a  quill,  and  the  admin- 
istration of  an  emetic  of  sulphate  of  copper  or 
sulphate  of  zinc.  The  same  object  is  promoted 
by  the  use  of  the  stomach-pump.  Demulcent 
drinks  should  be  freely  given,  such  as  milk,  white 
of  eggs  and  water,  or  flour  and  water,  which  serve 
to  encourage  the  vomiting  and  envelop  the  poison. 

The  antidote  is  the  hydrated  sesquioxide 
(peroxide)  of  iron,  in  the  moist  or  pulpy  state. 
As  soon  as  it  is  ready,  it  must  be  given  in  doses  of 
a  tablespoonful  to  an  adult,  of  a  dessertspoonful 
to  children,  every  five  or  ten  minutes,  until  the 
urgent  symptoms  are  relieved.  Its  efficacy  is  of 
course  greater,  the  sooner  it  is  administered  after 
the  ingestion  of  the  poison  ;  but,  even  after  delay, 
its  use  will  prove  advantageous,  as  long  as  any 
portion  of  the  poison  still  remains  in  the'stomach. 

The  antidote  having  been  faithfully  applied,  the 
subsequent  treatment  consists  in  the  administra- 
tion of  mucilaginous  drinks.  Should  the  patient 
survive  long  enough  for  inllammatory  symptoms 
to  arise,  these  must  be  combated  on  general  prin- 


ciples. Convalescence  is  generally  long  and  dis- 
tressing; and  hence  it  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  attend  to  the  diet,  which  should  consist 
exclusivel)  of  milk,  gruel,  cream,  rice,  and  similar 
bland  articles. 

Caution  must  be  observed  in  handling  arsenic, 
and  especially  in  powdering  it.  In  the  latter  i 
it  should  be  kept  damp  by  alcohol,  so  that  no  dust 
may  arise  from  it,  and  tin-  m  >se  and  mouth  should 
be  protected  by  wearing  a  respirator  arranged  for 
the  purpose  of  excluding  the  powder;  in  default 
of  anything  better,  a  moistened  sponge  will 
answer. 

General  Analysis. — Arsenic  has  a  specific 
action  on  about  every  organ,  tissue  and  secretion 
of  the  body.  It  acts  directly  upon  the  blood  com- 
position, upon  the  tissues  and  upon  the  ncr . 
system.  The  condition  produced  is  one  of 
asthenia,  which  characterizes  the  entire  patho- 
genesis, and  exhaustion  of  vital  power,  producing 
symptoms  of  impeded  functional  activity,  amount- 
ing in  some  cases  to  positive  paralysis. 

This  exhaustion,  giving  rise  to  lassitude,  pros- 
tration, weakness,  etc.,  is  so  peculiar  of  arsenic, 
that  it  becomes  at  all  times  its  most  characteristic 
and  important  action,  not  resulting  in  all  cases, 
as  might  be  supposed,  from  organic  destruction, 
but  being  present  as  a  "  sudden  and  complete 
sinking  of  the  forces  "  due  to  functional  causes 
alone. 

(  >f  the  tissues  of  the  body  the  mucous  mem- 
branes arc  most  powerfully  affected,  producing 
irritation,  inflammation,  and  ulceration,  while 
upon  the  serous  membranes  and  upon  the  skin  is 
produced  its  peculiar  irritated  and  inflamed  con- 
dition ;  in  the  former  giving  rise  to  copious  effu- 
sions, in  the  latter  to  squamous  and  vesicular 
i  ruptions.  The  leading  feature  of  this  remedy  is 
the  nervous  restlessness,  with  rapid  emaciation 
and  peculiar  thirst. 

Characteristics. — Anguish  and  despair,  driving 
from  one  place  to  another  for  relief. 

Eyelids  cedematous,  often  completely  closing 
tlu-  eye. 

Corrosive  tears  making  the  cheeks  and  eyelids 
sore. 

Excoriating  discharge  from  the  nostrils. 

Face  deathly  color;  pale,  yellow  cachectic  look; 
swollen;  sunken;  covered  with  cold  sweat;  hip- 
pocratic. 

Violent,  unquenchable,  burning  thirst,  with  fre- 
quent drinking  of  small  quantities  of  water. 

Intense  burning  pains  h  ch. 
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Urine  scanty,  passed  with  difficulty,  burning 
during  emission. 

<  )ppression ;  want  of  breath ;  must  spring  out 
•of  bed  at  midnight. 

Oppression  of  breathing  on  walking  fast,  or 
ascending  a  height. 

Excessive  weakness  and  exhaustion  of  limbs, 
obliging  him  to  lie  down. 

Burning  pains,  especially  in  inner  organs,  skin 
or  ulcers. 

Now  just  a  few  examples  to  illustrate,  in  part, 
the  varied  action  of  this  wonderful  drug.  First, 
its  action  in  intermittent  fevers. 

Arsenicum  is  often  given  in  alternation  with 
cinchona  in  this  disease.  This  is  wrong.  Where 
one  is  indicated  the  other  never  is.  Fowler's  solu- 
tion, and  massive  doses  of  the  lower  triturations 
of  arsenicum,  frequently  repeated,  are  wholly 
unnecessary.  If  the  remedy  be  indicated,  the 
potentized  drug  will  effect  a  more  prompt  and 
radical  cure.     My  favorite  potency  is  the  200th. 

Arsenicum  is  probably  more  often  indicated 
than  any  other  remedy,  in  the  so-called  "  dumb 
ague,"  so  often  met  with  after  abuse  of  quinine. 
Also,  in  the  afternoon  intermittents  of  nursing 
children — who  never  have  chills,  and  from  whom 
it  is  often  impossible  to  obtain  many  indications- 
it  frequently  suffices  to  complete  a  cure. 

The  chill  comes  on  from  1  to  2  p.  M.,  or  12  to 
2  a.m.;  chill  anticipates;  patient  is  sleepy  right 
before  the  paroxysm. 

During  the  prodrome  there  is  headache,  with 
vertigo  and  pale  face ;  pain  in  bowels  and  watery 
diarrhea,  no  thirst. 

The  chill  is  irregular;  mingling  of  heat  and 
cbilliness ;  chills  alternating  with  heat ;  amelior- 
ated r by  external  heat;  great  thirst,  drinks  little 
and  often. 

The  heat  is  dry,  burning,  intense,  as  if  hot 
water  were  coursing  through  the  blood-vessels. 
Great  restlessness;  uncovering  brings  relief.'  In- 
satiable thirst ;  drinks  little  and  often.  Sweat 
rarely  occurs ;  light  if  any,  but  cold  and  clammy. 
Unquenchable  thirst  for  large  quantities  of  cold 
water,  with  vomiting  after  drinking. 

The  sides  of  the  tongue  are  furred,  with  red 
streak  down  the  middle.  Desire  for  acids ;  aver- 
sion to  food. 

The  pulse  is  weak,  small,  and  easily  compress- 
ible.    Frequent  in  morning ;  slower  at  night. 

In  the  apyrexia  there  is  great  weakness  and 
prostration  ;  pale,  sunken  face;  fetid,  watery  diar- 
rhea ;  abdomen  bloated;  great  desire  to  lie  down. 


Most  violent  gastro-enteritis,  even  ulceration, 
and  various  diseases  of  the  stomach  are  cured  by 
arsenic,  always  with  a  few  characteristic  indica- 
tions, extreme  thirst,  with  great  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  which  will  retain  but  little,  if  anything, 
extreme  soreness,  with  burning  heat.  In  less 
serious  conditions  it  is  frequently  useful,  for  in- 
stance, persistent  deathly  nausea  of  pregnancy. 
chronic  catarrh  of  the  stomach ;  the  whole  inner 
portion  of  the  stomach .  seems  raw ;  constrictive 
pain  when  the  stomach  is  empty.  Severe  gas- 
tralgia  brought  on  by  the  slightest  food  or  drink, 
the  patient  thinks  that  she  shall  die,  with  pro- 
found prostration,  the  pain  is  burning  hot  and 
extends  tip  sides  and  over  abdomen. 

The  diarrhea  of  arsenicum  is  generally  dark, 
scanty,  watery  or  mucous,  sometimes  bloody. 
Stools  may  be  brown  or  black,  burning,  putrid, 
brought  on  by  eating  or  drinking,  or  worse  after 
midnight,  preceded  by  most  violent  burning  and 
cutting  pains,  and  followed  by  extreme  exhaus- 
tion ;  the  general  arsenic  symptoms  are  usually 
present. 

The  skin  diseases  requiring  arsenic  are,  as  a 
rule,  dry,  scaly,  with  soreness,  intense  itching  and 
burning.  In  unhealthy  states  of  the  skin,  and  in 
low  fevers,  we  may  have  ulcerations  and  even 
gangrenous  sloughs.  It  is  sometimes,  but  rarelv, 
indicated  in  vesicular  and  even  pustular  erup- 
tions, when  the  general  symptoms  of  the  patient 
correspond.  It  has  cured  a  great  number  of  in- 
durations and  tumors  even  after  the  ulcerative 
stage  has  been  reached.  In  all  these  diseases  the 
general  indications  must  be  followed. 

In  acute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kid- 
neys, either  idiopathic  or  associated  with  various 
diseases,  the  urine  is  scanty,  hot ;  there  are  gen- 
erally great  oedema  and  dropsy,  very  irritable 
stomach  and  bowels,  great  thirst.  Inflammation 
of  the  bladder,  with  extreme  burning  on  urinat- 
ing. The  urine  is  generally  very  scanty  with  all 
diseases,  suppressed  (in  Asiatic  cholera  or  in 
dropsy),  thick,  sometimes  fetid. 

— I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  remarkable 
number  and  varieties  of  remedies  which  have 
come  into  the  notice  of  our  school,  which  has 
only  existed  in  name  about  one  hundred  years. 
Of  these  called  vegetable  poisons,  like  aconite, 
belladonna,  and  mix  vom.,  there  are  seventy- 
seven  ;  of  mineral,  thirty- four ;  and  of  acid,  ser- 
pent, insect,  and  disease  poison,  enough  to  com- 
plete the  one  hundred  and  fifty  remedies  I  carry 
in  my  pocket  case,  and  thio  does  not  by  any  means 
cover  the  number  of  remedies  that  we  in  impor- 
tant features  well  enough  understand  to  be  very 
valuable  in  the  treatment  of  so-called  disease. — 
E.  B.  Nash,  M.  D. 
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Hemorrhages      Their  tlficient   Treatment   in 
Homeopathic  Practice.  * 

BY  A.    SPIERS-ALEXANDER,    M.  D. 

Hemorrhage,  even  in  small  quantities— for  a 
small  amount  of  blood  can  make  a  great  show — 
is  always  alarming  to  the  patient  and  his  friends, 
its  occurrence  is  usually  more  or  less  dramatic, 
and  may  be  tragical.  To  the  medical  practitioner 
such  cases  are  fraught  with  a  good  deal  of  anx- 
iety. He  has  a  natural  desire  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tress of  body  and  mind  of  which  the  patient  is 
the  victim,  and  his  professional  reputation  may 
depend  on  the  success,  or  the  reverse,  with  which 
he  deals  with  the  case.  It  is  therefore  of  prime 
importance  that  he  should  be  armed  with  weapons 
whereby  he  may  advantageously  combat  such  a 
powerful  foe,  and  not  only  must  he  be  so  armed, 
but  be  able  to  wield  his  weapons  well. 

Such  arms  are  amply  provided  by  the  homeo- 
pathic materia  niedica,  and  the  secret  of  employ- 
ing them  consists  in  matching  their  symptom- 
picture  to  that  presented  by  the  patient.  This 
will  be  accomplished,  as  Hahnemann  long  ago 
directed,  by  the  comparison  of  the  more  prom- 
inent, uncommon,  and  peculiar  features  of  the 
case  with  those  of  the  remedy,  and  these  should 
bear  the  closest  possible  similitude  to  the  symp- 
toms of  the  desired  medicine. 

Another  important  factor  to  determine  is  the 
appropriate  dilution  to  be  employed.  At  present, 
we  possess  no  definite  rule  by  which  this  question 
may  be  decided  ;  but,  in  a  general  way.  experience 
teaches  us  that,  in  acute  cases,  the  medium  atten- 
uations serve  us  well,  while  the  more  chronic  af- 
fections often  demand  the  higher  dilutions  for 
their  cure. 

The  remarks  just  made  will  no  doubt  lead  you 
to  anticipate  rightly  that  what  I  have  to-day  to 
bring  before  you  will  be  eminently  practical,  be- 
ing simply  the  relation  of  various  cases  culled 
from  the  every-day  experiences  of  the  ordinary 
busy  practitioner,  without  any  pretense  of  offer- 
ing a  critical  dissertation  on  the  pathological  bear- 
ings of  tlie  subjects  dealt  with.  My  object  is  to 
demonstrate  how  some  of  these  critical  cases  have 
been  cured,  and  bow  others  of  a  like  nature  may 
be  cured  by  anyone  willing  to  employ  the  same 
means. 

Hemoptysis  is  generally  regarded  as  the  pre- 

*Being  the  first  of  the  "  Wednesday  Lectures"  delivered 
at  the  London  Homeopathic  Hospital.  January  13th.  1904. 
Homeopathic  Monthly  Review. 


cursor  or  accompaniment  of  pulmonary  phthisis, 
but  may  likewise  be  due  to  other  causes,  such  as 
purpura,  hemophilia,  strain,  etc.  However  oc- 
curring, the  medical  attendant  is  expected  to  stop 
it  as  quickly  as  possible;  but  the  truly  scientific 
practitioner  will  not  be  content  with  such  an  ac- 
complishment,  but  will  seek  to  cure  the  under- 
lying diseased  condition,  of  which  the  bleeding  is 
the  most  prominent   outward  expression. 

Case   I.     To  such  a  case,  where  hemorrhage 
had  set  in,  1  was  called  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1890.     The  patient  was  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
three,  a  draper's  assistant;  tall,  thin,  and  of  fair 
complexion.      A   day  or  two  before  the  date  of 
my  visit,  a  fur  exposure  to  cold  and  wet.  a  cough 
had   begun,   and    was   attended   by   expectoration 
mixed   with    blood.      1  le   was   in   bed,   looking   ill 
and    anxious,    and    with    pulse    and    temperature 
somewdiat    raised.      Examination    of    the    thorax 
revealed  a  dull  area  at  the  left  apex,  and  some 
moist  sounds  on  respiration.     The  remainder  of 
the  chest  appeared  normal.     In  view  of  the  recent 
date  of  the  attack,  its  causation,  the  somewhat 
anxious  state  of  the  patient,  and  the  character  of 
the  sputa,  aeon.  nap.  lx  and  ipecac.  2X  were  given 
in  hourly  alternation,   with  milk  diet  and   ice  to 
suck.      Some   amelioration   followed   these   meas- 
ures at  first,  but  the  cough  persisted,  and  after  a 
couple  of  days  a  somewhat  sharp  attack  of  he- 
moptysis  occurred.      A   tablespoon  ful   or    so   of 
bright  blood  was  coughed  up  during  the  night, 
and  was  followed  by  small  quantities  afterwards. 
At  my  visit  in  the  morning,  I  found  the  patient 
and    his    attendants    in    a    state    of    considerable 
alarm,  and  after  reviewing  all  the  symptoms,  I 
prescribed      ferrum   acet.   3X   gtt.   ii.   o.   h.      The 
effect  was  soon  apparent,  the  hemorrhage  ceasing 
by   degrees,   and   with   it  the   temperature  came 
down,  and  the  cough  subsided.     The  patient  was 
kepi  in  bed   for  another  week,  and  then  went  to 
the   country   for   change   and    fresh    air.      While 
there  he  took  arsen.  iod.   3X,  and   when   he  re- 
ported himself  on  his  return  a  few  weeks  later, 
appeared  quite  restored  to  health,  and  no  pul- 
monary lesion  could  be  discovered.     He  was  then 
able  to  resume  his  duties,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  has  not   had  any   recurrence  of  the  lung 
troub 

Case  II.  The  next  case  1  have  to  bring  before 
you  is  also  one  of  pulmonary  hemorrhage — this 
time  in  a  female  patient,  .Miss  lv.,  set.  sixty-five, 
whom  I  saw  for  the  first  time  on  July  12.  1902. 
I  was  informed  that  for  about  a  year  previous  to 
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this  date,  she  had  had  repeated  attacks  of  hem- 
optysis, resulting,  she  herself  thought,  from  over- 
strain in  carrying  heavy  weights,  such  as  loads 
of  coal,  in  the  service  of  which  she  had  been  em- 
ployed, and  which  she  had  been  therefore  obliged 
to  leave.  The  patient  seemed  somewhat  worn 
and  weakly,  but  was  fairly  well  nourished.  Per- 
cussion of  the  chest-wall  revealed  no  dullness,  but 
on  auscultation,  moist  rales  were  heard  over  the 
upper  part  of  the  left  side.  Temperature  was 
about  ioo°  F.,  and  there  was  an  irritating  cough. 
The  hemorrhage  had  been  rather  severe,  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  bright  blood  having  been 
coughed  up  at  intervals  of  a  few  hours.  It  had 
not  been  enough,  however,  to  cause  any  marked 
degree  of  anaemia.  Here  again  ferrum  acet.  3X 
was  administered,  with  diet  appropriate  to  the 
condition,  and  with  a  similar  pleasing  result  as 
in  the  first  case.  The  cough  was  soon  allayed, 
and  pari  passu  with  its  departure  the  bleeding 
ceased.  Indeed,  little  or  no  blood  was  brought 
up  after  the  first  few  doses  of  iron.  Treatment 
was  continued  till  the  21st  July,  when  the  lung 
appeared  to  have  cleared  up  completely,  and  with 
the  help  of  rest  and  good  feeding,  the  patient 
gradually  regained  her  usual  health.  She  has 
been  seen  again  recently,  and  up  till  now,  there 
has  been  no  recurrence  of  hemorrhage  or  other 
pulmonary  trouble. 

Case  III.  The  last  example  of  successfully 
treated  hemoptysis  I  shall  cite  occurred  in  a  lady, 
Miss  C,  aged  forty,  the  patient  being  seen  by  me 
on  24th  May,  1903.  The  history  given  me  was 
that  she  had  about  three  years  previously  been 
threatened  with  pulmonary  phthisis,  the  illness 
from  which  she  then  suffered  having  been  accom- 
panied by  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  Her 
mother  had  died  of  consumption.  Since  that  ill- 
ness Miss  C.  had  never  been  fully  restored  to 
health,  having  occasional  recurrences  of  cough 
and  expectoration,  and  some  sweating  at  night. 
She  had  led  a  most  careful  life,  keeping  in  the 
open  air  as  much  as  possible,  and  sleeping  with 
her  bedroom  windows  wide  open  in  all  weathers. 
On  visiting  her,  I  found  her  in  bed,  with  what 
she  herself  thought  to  be  an  attack  of  influenza. 
She  was  suffering  from  headache,  pain  in  the 
back  and  limbs,  and  the  temperature  was  1030, 
with  a  correspondingly  rapid  pulse.  She  also 
complained  of  cough,  with  expectoration,  and  on 
examining  the  chest  I  found  a  dull  area  of  about 
three  finger-breadths  below  the  left  clavicle,  with 
abundant  crackling  rales.     This  same  portion  of 


the  lung  had  been  affected  during  her  previous 
illness,  and  evidently  there  was  consolidation 
there.  The  type  of  headache  and  other  pains, 
with  the  elevation  of  temperature,  pointed  to  gel- 
sem.  semp.  as  an  appropriate  remedy,  and  this 
was  therefore  given,  with  phos.  4X  in  alternation 
with  it,  on  account  of  the  pulmonary  condition. 
In  about  twenty-four  hours  the  symptoms  cov- 
ered by  gelsem.  had  largely  abated,  and  there 
was  also  some  fall  of  temperature.  The  lung, 
however,  continued  to  give  trouble,  and  verat. 
vir.  2x  was  now  substituted  for  gels.,  the  phos. 
being  continued.  For  the  next  few  days  progress 
was  made,  pulse  and  temperature  gradually  fall- 
ing, both  being  normal  within  another  week. 
The  cough,  however,  persisted,  as  well  as  the 
objective  state  of  the  lung.  Now,  too,  the  sputa 
began  to  be  tinged  with  blood,  not  of  the  rusty 
color  commonly  seen  in  pneumonia,  but  of  a 
bright  tint,  indicating  fresh  hemorrhage.  As  the 
patient  seemed  to  be  doing  fairly  well  generally, 
phos.  was  continued  for  another  day.  But  on 
June  4,  after  having  visited  her  in  the  morning, 
I  was  sent  for  hurriedly  later  in  the  day,  and  on 
my  arrival  found  that  there  had  been  a  sharp 
attack  of  hemoptysis,  about  half  a  teacupful  of 
blood  having  been  brought  up.  The  patient  was 
in  a  state  of  great  alarm  and  nervous  agitation, 
evidently  fearing  a  recurrence  of  the  bleeding. 
The  cough  being  of  a  spasmodic  character,  with 
loose  rattling  in  the  trachea,  ipecac.  2x  was 
now  given,  while,  to  calm  the  nervous  system r 
ignatia  was  alternated  with  it.  I  may  say  paren- 
thetically, that  I  am  well  aware  that  the  custom 
of  alternating  remedies  is  considered  unorthodox 
by  many ;  but  where  one  medicine  does  not  en- 
tirely cover  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  it  has  its 
conveniences,  and  answers  well  in  practice.  After 
all,  our  chief  object  is  to  cure  or  relieve,  and  one 
is  often  glad  to  adopt  measures  for  this  end 
which  may  not  be  strictly  canonical.  In  any  case 
the  prescription  was  successful  here,  for  in  a 
few  hours  the  patient's  fears  were  calmed,  the 
alarming  symptoms  gradually  abating,  and  there 
was  no  return  of  fresh  hemorrhage.  The  latter 
having  been  got  rid  of,  phos.  was  resumed,  and 
under  its  influence,  followed  by  such  remedies  as 
sulphur  and  china,  the  pulmonary  lesion  cleared 
up  satisfactorily.  Change  of  air.  and  later  in  the 
summer,  a  few  weeks  in  Switzerland,  completed 
the  cure,  and  when  the  patient  was  seen  a  couple 
of  months  ago  the  lung  appeared  to  be  healed.  A 
specimen  of  the  sputa  from   this  case  was  sent 
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for  examination  to  Dr.   Watkins,  who  reported 
thai  no  tubercle  bacilli  were  present  in  it. 

For  pulmonary  hemorrhage,  or  indeed  any 
other  lesion,  there  is  no  one  specific  remedy. 
Treatment  in  every  ease  must  be  adapted  to  t he- 
particular  symptoms  of  that  ease,  and  the  drug 
most  closely  corresponding  in  its  pathogenesis 
with  these  will  be  the  simillimum  required.  \1 
over,  the  selection  will  not  necessarily  (Upend  on 
the  pathological  condition,  for  it  often  happens 
that  the  same  drug  may  he  indicated  in  different 
morbid  states,  provided  that  the  symptoms  <  \hib- 
ited  by  the  patient  correspond  with  those  of  the 
drug.  Thus  in  the  firsl  two  cases  cited,  the  path- 
ology was  entirely  different,  yet  the  same  drug 
proved  efficacious  in  both.  In  the  first  the  lesion 
was  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  while  in  the  sec- 
ond the  hemorrhage  was  no  doubt  due  to  strain, 
occasioned  by  the  arduous  nature  of  the  patient's 
occupation.  The  third  case,  again,  was  of  the 
inflammatory  or  congestive  order,  lint  here  the 
-\mptoms  pointed  to  ipecacuanha  and  phos. 
rather  than  to  ferrum,  and  consequently  these 
were  the  curative  remedies. 

Here  then  is  one  feature  of  the  law  of  similars 
making  it  of  surpassing  value — that  even  though 
we  may  not  always  be  able  to  define  the  exacl 
pathology  of  a  given  case,  yet,  if  we  can  discover 
a  drug  which  has  the  power  of  developing  in  the 
healthy  subject  symptoms  resembling  those  ob- 
served  in  the  patient,  that  drug  will  generally 
prove  curative.  It  may  not  have  been  possible  in 
proving  the  drug  to  push  it  to  the  full  extent  of 
its  action,  but  even  if  the  effect  produced  be  in 
the  same  direction  as  that  of  the  disease  effect, 
it  will,  as  a  rule,  be  found  effectual. 

With  regard  to  the  two  chief  drugs  employed 
in  the  foregoing  eases,  the  late  Dr.  Richard 
Hughes,  of  blessed  memory,  in  bis  Pharmaco- 
dynamics, says  of  ipecac:  "  Several  authors  have 
seen  it  produce  epistaxis  and  hemoptysis  in  con- 
nection with  respiratory  troubles,"  and  it  also 
develops  a  spasmodic  cough,  with  rattling  in  the 
trachea,  ending  in  mucous  expectoration. 

Of  ferrum,  the  same  author  tells  us  that  "  the 
provings  of  iron  show  that  it  determines  blood  to 
the  lungs  no  less  than  to  the  head,"  while  Ilering 
credits  it  with  both  the  causation  and  cure  of 
hemoptysis.  Whether  the  first  and  last  patients 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  notes  might,  if  un- 
successfully treated,  have  drifted  on  into  pul- 
monary phthisis,  I  leave  my  hearers  to  form  their 
own  opinion. 


Turning  now  to  the  subject  of  hematemesis,  I 
have  some  further  experiences  to  record. 

As  you  are  aware,  hemorrhage  from  the  stom- 
ach is  most  frequently  associated  with  gastric  or 
duodenal  nicer.  It  may  also  be  met  with  in  other 
circumstances,  e.  g.,  in  what  is  known  as  vicar- 
ious menstruation;  also.  I  think,  at  the  climac- 
teric, and  in  congested  states  of  the  stomach  gen- 
erally. 

(  ase  IV  is  an  example  of  the  latter  class  in  a 
patient  of  fifty.  Miss  S.,  who  had  recently  pa 
the  menopause.  I  was  sent  for  one  day  in  Janu- 
ary, loot,  with  a  request  to  see  her  without  delay. 
<  hi  my  arrival  1  was  shown  a  chamber  about 
half-filled  with  very  dark  blood  which  she  had 
shortly  before  vomited  up.  She  naturally  looked 
weak  and  somewhat  blanched,  and  could  <4"ive 
little  account  of  the  attack,  save  that  it  had  come 
on  quite  suddenly  and  without  obvious  cause. 
She  had  up  till  that  day  felt  pretty  much  in  her 
usual  health,  and  had  not  suffered  from  gastric- 
pain  or  from  indigestion.  (  )bjectively  all  was 
negative,  no  signs  of  any  neoplasm,  or  even  of 
hepatic  engorgement  being  discoverable.  I  could 
only  conclude  that  most  likely  there  was  portal 
congestion,  possibly  resulting  from  disturbed  cir- 
culatory equilibrium  following  the  menopause, 
and  that  a  gastric  vessel  bad  given  way  in  conse- 
quence. Though  the  pathology  was  uncertain. 
yet  there  could  be  no  hesitation  as  to  the  treat- 
ment. Under  the  allopathic  system  such  remedies 
as  gallic  or  tannic  acid  would  probably  have  been 
given,  and  ergotin  might  have  been  injected  sub- 
cutaneously;  but  while  these  drugs  mighl  have 
effected  some  constriction  of  the  blood-vessels. 
and  so  have  checked  the  bleeding,  they  could  have 
had  no  influence  on  the  venous  engorgement 
which  no  doubt  had  led  to  the  hemorrhage.  Tin- 
homeopathic  pharmacopoeia,  however,  does  fur- 
nish us  with  such  a  remedy — one  that  has  the 
property  of  causing  venous  engorgement  in  the 
healthy  subject — and  therefore  of  relieving  it 
when  occurring  as  the  result  of  a  morbid  process 
That  remedy,  as  many  of  you  will  have  antici- 
pated, is  the  witch-hazel  or  hamamelis  virginica. 
This  drug  was  first  introduced  into  practice  in 
America,  where  provings  were  made  b)  several 
persons,  and  notably  by  Dr.  II.  C.  Preston.  By 
them  it  was  found,  when  taken  in  material  doses, 
to  induce  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  and 
chest,  and  in  two  female  provers  it  caused  uterine 
hemorrhage.  Dr.  I'rcston  htiiis  to  have  been 
the   first   to   employ   hamamelis   for  the   relief  of 
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hemorrhage  as  well  as  for  phlebitis,  Varicose 
veins,  and  hemorrhoids.  Since  his  time  it  has 
come  very  generally  into  use  for  these  affections. 
Accordingly,  it  was  given  in  the  case  already 
alluded  to  in  drop  doses  of  the  matrix  tincture 
hourly.  The  patient  was,  of  course,  kept  in 
bed,  with  iced  milk  to  drink  as  soon  as  it  could 
be  borne.  After  the  first  day  of  the  illness  no 
more  hemorrhage  took  place,  though  the  stools 
naturally  contained  some  black  blood  on  several 
occasions.  The  further  progress  of  the  case  was 
uneventful,  and  need  not  be  detailed.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  after  a  period  of  rest  and  careful  diet- 
ing, the  patient  made  a  favorable  recovery,  and 
was  in  good  health  when  last  seen. 

Case  V.  One  more  example  of  hematemesis 
will  be  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  action  of  hama- 
melis.  On  19th  September,  1903,  Mr.  T.,  a 
voung  second-year  medical  student,  came  into 
my  consulting-room  to  ask  advice  on  account  of 
faintness  and  shortness  of  breath.  He  was  tall, 
thin,  and  cadaverous  looking.  I  had  known  him 
for  several  months  non-professionally,  and  had 
been  struck  with  his  anaemic  appearance.  A  little 
questioning  elicited  further  particulars.  He  had 
had  fainting  attacks  for  some  weeks,  and  had 
found  some  vacation  hospital  work  he  was  doing 
rather  fatiguing.  For  the  last  day  or  two  also  he 
had  been  repeatedly  sick,  and  had  noticed  that  the 
ejecta  were  dark  and  coffee-ground  like.  Ques- 
tioned as  to  the  appearance  of  the  motions,  he 
replied  that  some  dark,  tarry-looking  substance 
had  passed.  He  also  stated  that  about  a  year 
before,  when  at  home  in  Australia,  he  had  had  a 
similar  attack,  and  on  that  occasion  had  vomited 
some  blood.  The  present  illness  had  come  on, 
he  thought,  after  exposure  to  east  wind  one  cold 
evening  recently,  when  he  was  not  wearing  an 
<  ivercoat.  His  appearance  suggested  that  either 
he  had  never  fully  recovered  from  the  previous 
loss  of  blood,  or  that  some  further  loss  had  been 
going  on,  perhaps  unconsciously  to  himself,  for 
some  time.  It  occurred  to  me  that  if  the  cause 
he  assigned  were  correct,  the  sudden  cooling  of 
the  body  surface  might  have  led  to  determination 
of  blood  to  the  internal  organs,  and  that  a  gastric 
or  duodenal  vessel  already  weakened  by  the 
former  illness  had  given  way.  The  patient's 
pulse  was  rapid  and  irregular,  and  of  low  ten- 
sion. No  cardiac  lesion  could  be  detected.  He 
was  at  once  ordered  home  and  to  bed,  hamam. 
gt.  i,  2  horis,  being  prescribed,  with  milk  and 
soda  water  only  in  the  way  of  nourishment.     I 


visited  him  the  following  day,  and  found  him 
sti  11  very  ill.  He  had  been  sick  several  times  in 
the  night,  the  vomited  matter  being  markedly 
coffee-ground  like  in  appearance.  The  tongue 
was  coated ;  he  still  felt  very  faint  at  intervals, 
and  had  some  epigastric  pain.  The  bowels  had 
not  acted.  There  did  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
fresh  hemorrhage,  what  had  been  brought  up 
having  evidently  been  lying  in  the  stomach  for 
some  hours  at  least. 

On  the  2 1  st  the  sickness  persisted,  but  the 
ejecta  were  now  free  from  blood.  There  had 
been  a  motion  containing  blackened  .sanguineous 
matter.  In  view  of  the  sickness,  and  also  be- 
cause often  indicated  in  hematemeis,  ipecac.  2x 
was  now  given  in  alternation  with  hamamelis. 
Here,  however,  a  mistake  was  undoubtedly  made, 
and  one  which  illustrates  the  fallacy  of  depending 
entirely  or  chiefly  on  pathological  data  in  drug 
selection.  For  though  on  such  grounds  ipecac, 
might  have  been  expected  to  relieve  the  sickness, 
yet  it  proved  utterly  useless  for  this  purpose,  the 
reason  being  that  it  was  not  indicated  sympto- 
matically,  and  hence  time  was  lost.  Nausea  and 
retching,  without  a  great  deal  of  actual  vomiting, 
characterize  ipecac,  and  the  tongue  is  not  neces- 
sarilv  coated.  Now,  in  the  case  under  consider- 
ation, there  was  not  this  constant  nausea,  but 
occasionally  attacks  of  true  vomiting,  and,  more- 
over, the  tongue  was  thickly  coated  with  a  creamy 
fur.  These  symptoms  then  corresponded  with 
those  of  antim.  tart,  much  more  closely  than  with 
those  of  ipecac,  and  when  the  former  drug,  in  the 
third  decimal  dilution,  was  substituted  for  ipecac, 
it  very  soon  did  its  work,  and  the  vomiting 
promptly  ceased.  The  tongue  then  began  to  clean, 
and  ere  long  it  was  possible  to  give  other  food, 
such  as  light  broths,  farinaceous  articles,  and 
notably  grapes,  which  were  very  well  borne  and 
relished.  In  a  few  days  more  the  patient's  con- 
dition had  greatly  improved,  and  with  growing 
ability  to  digest  food  he  slowly  regained  strength. 
The  anaemia  was  of  course  profound,  and  when 
it  was  possible  to  stop  other  medication,  he  was 
on  this  account  put  on  a  course  of  ferrum  carb. 
sach..  and  on  the  30th  September  sent  off  to 
friends  in  the  country.  He  remained  away  for 
the  next  two  months,  and  when  he  returned  at 
the  end  of  November  his  mucous  membranes  pre- 
sented a  healthy  red  color,  the  dyspnoea  had 
passed  away,  the  pulse  was  normal,  and  he  had 
gained  several  pounds'  weight.  He  was  then  able 
to  return  to  work  at  the  London  Hospital,  and 
now  seems  practically  well. 
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Hamamelis  is  not  the  only  remedy  we  possess 
for  hematemesis.  In  all  cases  the  treatment  must 
be  regulated  by  the  individual  symptoms  pre- 
sented by  the  ease.  In  a  general  way,  however, 
other  remedies  likely  to  be  indicated  are  ipecac., 
where,  with  the  symptoms  already  detailed,  there 
is  vomiting  of  black  blood  and  a  subjective  feel- 
ing of  relaxation  of  the  stomach.  In  purpura, 
and  some  forms  of  malaria,  phosphorus  will  be 
found  useful,  while  any  drug  that  corresponds 
with  the  sum  total  of  the  symptoms  of  any  given 
case,  be  it  mix,  or  arsenicum,  or  any  other,  will 
find  its  appropriate  sphere  of  action. 

The  next  series  of  cases  to  which  I  have  to 
direct  your  attention  illustrates  the  treatment  of 
hematuria  by  the  homeopathic  method.  The 
term  hematuria,  of  course,  includes  hemorrhage 
from  the  bladder  and  ureters  as  well  as  from  the 
kidneys,  but  on  this  occasion  I  purpose  confining 
my  remarks  to  the  latter.  Bleeding  from  these 
organs  occurs  in  a  large  number  of  morbid  pri  ic- 
esses.  both  acute  and  chronic,  of  which  some  are : 
renal  calculus,  nephritis,  paroxysmal  hematuria, 
neoplasms,  purpura,  and  in  connection  with  some 
of  the  eruptive  fevers,  such  as  small-pox  and 
scarlatina,  as  well  as  in  yellow  fever  and  malaria. 
This  is  a  formidable  array  of  diseases,  and  I  only 
regret  that  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  all  of  them,  but  the  experiences  I 
have  met  with  have  been  instructive  to  myself, 
and  may  be  to  others  also. 

One  striking-  circumstance  can  hardly  fail  to 
attract  your  attention  ;  that  though  in  each  case 
1  am  about  to  relate  hemorrhage  was  a  leading 
feature,  yet  each  demanded  a  different  drug  for 
its  treatment  and  cure.  Thus  there  is  no  room 
for  empiricism  in  homeopathy,  though  this  is 
sometimes  laid  to  our  charge.  We  do  not  neces- 
sarily treat  hematuria  with  hamamelis.  for  ex- 
ample, because  it  is  known  to  be  good  for  hemor- 
rhage generally ;  nor  with  ferrum,  because  it  has 
cured  hemoptysis ;  but  each  case  must  be  treated 
on  its  own  merits,  and  in  relation  to  its  own 
morbid  condition  and  symptomatology. 
(To  be  continued.) 


— Notwithstanding  the  known  fact  that  the 
Japanese  turned  down  all  homeopathists  in  their 
empire,  we  still  find  our  sympathies  on  their  side 
of  the  fence  in  this  present  scrimmage  with  Rus- 
sia. Our  personal  feeling  againsl  Russia  was 
roused  long  ago  wh  tan  was  tell- 

ing the  Century  readers  what  he  found  in  that 
'grown  empire.    Later  still  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment of  the  Jews  clinched  our  animosity. 


The  Country  Doctor.* 

BY   JAMES  S.   SPRAGUEj    M .    !>..   STIRLING,   0NT. 

There  is  no  composition  in  music  which  so 
pleasurabl)  affects  the  soul  of  man  as  that  termed 
a  medley,  provided  such  include  selections  (al- 
though not  classical  according  to  modern  ideas) 
that  we  heard  in  earlier  days;  those  dear  old 
melodies,  such  as  our  mothers  were  accustomed  to 
sing,  and  our  fathers  delighted  to  hear.  The 
memory  of  the  good  old  times  is  awakened  there- 
by. The  present  moments,  freed  from  despond- 
ency, less  dismal  do  they  appear,  the  future  is 
made  fair  and  bright,  and  projects  of  pith  and 
moment  seem  to  have  no  harriers  towards  being 
consummated,  or  hopes  and  future  achievements 
to  lose  their  brilliant  coloring. 

Brief  sketches  in  medical  literature  or  other 
writings  serve  equally  to  give  us  a  pleasurable 
and  instructive  hour  when  relaxation  is  sought, 
often  demanded  by  us,  who  have  bared  our 
breasts  and  kissed  the  rod  in  the  endeavor  to 
show  to  our  patients  "  conclusively  and  clearly, 
that  Death  is  a  stupid  blunder  merely,  and  not  a 
necessity  of  our  lives."  (Longfellow's  "  Golden 
1  .egeiid."  ) 

With  these  metaphors  or  similitudes  as  intro- 
ductory, it  would  appear  as  desirable  that  for  our 
title,  "  Medical  Medley  "  were  better,  for  there  are 
those  who  prefer  that  we  designate  or  distinguish 
ourselves  not  as  doctors,  but  physicians,  clini- 
cians, practitioners,  practicians,  therapeutists,  and 
other  highly  elaborated  names,  which  philologic 
research  does  not  in  every  particular  claim  or 
clearly  sanction.  Therefore,  "  The  Country  Doc- 
tor "  as  our  headlight  for  this  paper  will  remain, 
and  our  authority  for  its  adoption  is,  that  the 
title  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  first  given  in  1324 
by  the  University  of  Asti,  in  Italy. 

It  is  admitted  that  he  who  selects  to  write  these 
segments  from  the  swirl  of  "  Time  and  Tide," 
should  be  one  of  those  whose  aspirations,  virtues, 
and  impulses  he  has  studied  many  years.  The 
same  ambitions  that  possess  the  soul  of  the  recent 
graduate  are  such  as  we  held  in  early  days. 

They  have  not,  however  well  planned,  been 
realized  in  many  instances;  the  prizes  have  been 
few,  the  blanks  have  been  too  numerous,  illustrat- 
ing too  forcibly  that  "our  wills  and  fates  do 
contrary  run,  that  our  devices  still  are  over- 
thrown, our  thoughts  are  ours,  their  end  non< 
our  own." 

*  Address  at    the    meeting  of    the  Canadian    Medical    As- 
iiion,  London. 
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The  Country  Doctor  is  he  whose  early  life  was 
that  of  the  country  or  village ;  as  a  rule  he  is  the 
best  gift  of  a  highly  honored  and  self-respecting 
family  of  sturdy  yeomen,  especially  chosen  to  give 
honor  to  his  name  and  family,  and  to  be  the  equal 
in  merit  and  nobility  of  the  family  doctor  who 
lives  in  a  nearby  village ;  such  are  the  incentives 
which  arouse  the  young  man.  An  experience  of 
a  few  years  as  a  Public  School  teacher  enables 
him  to  be  self-reliant  and  to  develop  personality, 
really  an  egotism.  Such  preparatory  work  is 
rivaled  only  by  attendance  during  a  few  years,  or 
1  letter  still,  the  full  course  of  years  required  for 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  in  Arts  or  in  Science. 
Self-reliant,  methodical,  really  sober  in  judgment, 
self-respectful  and  studious,  fearless  and  tireless, 
is  he ;  he  should  be  set  apart  for  medicine  is  the 
opinion  of  the  family  doctor,  and  the  die  is  cast. 

The  "pale,  sickly,  and  pious  "  brother  is  evi- 
dently called  to  serve  the  Lord.  Both  bend  their 
necks  to  the  yokes  as  easily  as  they  contracted 
croup  in  early  life. 

This  introduction  of  the  spiritual  adviser  or 
"  leader  of  faithful  souls  and  guide  of  those  who 
travel  to  the  skies,"  is  employed  to  serve  as  an 
illustration  of  the  life-work  of  these  brothers, 
whose  lives  are  directly  associated  with  the  peo- 
ple, whose  lives  in  consequence  of  this  co-ming- 
ling or  association  are  recognized  as  chief  factors 
in  the  advancement  and  maintenance  of  sanitation 
and  morality.  The  future  clerical  personage  has 
been  presented  as  pale,  sickly,  and  pious ;  such  an 
assertion  is  not  applicable  or  desired,  although  too 
commonly  believed  as  worthy  of  this  definition. 
No  profession  calls  for  greater  vigor  or  moral 
worth  than  he,  who  is  to  assist  the  Country  Doc- 
tor, should  possess ;  co-workers  in  many  enter- 
prises, in  fact,  for  the  wrongs  that  need  resist- 
ance, or  causes  that  need  assistance  are  those  of 
the  highly  educated  clergy.  The  poorly  educated 
among  such  men  (and  such  are  too  numerous) 
are  the  enemies  of  progress,  in  fact,  our  enemies. 
Someone  has  said  :  "  Such  minds  have  no  living 
message  for  anyone,  they  are  merely  speaking 
tubes  through  which  the  past  comes  down  to  us. 
God  help  those  who  have  to  rely  on  what  they 
have  to  give." 

This  world  with  its  sunshine  and  flowers,  God's 
Word  in  the  stars ;  the  progressive  development 
of  man's  goodness ;  abundant  evidences  of  in- 
creasing philanthropy  and  practical  benevolence 
are  too  seldom  anounced  from  the  pulpit.  Too 
much  of  his  eloquence  is  employed  to  preserve 


moss-covered  creeds  and  dogmas,  apparently  too 
full  of  crudities  and  cruelties.  Shorn  of  such 
tendencies,  this  "  vir  pietate  gravis,"  this  co- 
worker of  ours,  would  help  more  noticeably  in  the 
progress  of  civilization,  and  more  and  more  would 
our  professions  conduce  to  each  other's  interests, 
— not  only  to  our  interests,  but  to  those  of  the 
dear  people  whose  servants  we  are. 

Should  not  such  a  friendship  and  mutual  and 
uplifting  interest  exist  between  us  as  held  by  Nisus 
and  Eurvalus,  or  Pylades  and  Orestes?  If  so,  the 
saying  where  three  medical  men  are  assembled 
two  of  them  are  atheists  would  be  untenable,  or 
incapable  of  proof. 

The  preparation  for  the  long  sought  for  degree 
of  doctor  in  medicine  having  been  fulfilled,  our 
young  doctor,  thoroughly  disciplined  thereby,  ad- 
vances to  the  footlights,  the  whole  profession  in 
some  respects,  and  those  in  his  field  of  labor,  act 
as  the  audience.  His  destiny  is  to  see  that  "  Life's 
a  varied  light  illusion,  joy  and  sunshine,  light  and 
shadow,"  and  that  no  illiberal  thought  or  motive 
should  characterize  his  doings ;  he  learns  and  has 
been  taught  it,  at  least  (if  he  has  been  properly 
taught)  that  Catholicity  reigns  supreme  in  medi- 
cine, that  whatever  is  administered  at  best  is  the 
best,  our  only  limitations  in  regard  to  therapeusis 
being  the  sun,  the  air,  the  earth,  and  the  fullness 
thereof.  Such  is  the  liberality  of  our  profession 
while  upholding,  yes  venerating,  the  honored 
teachings  of  Hippocrates,  Celsus,  Galen,  Eristra- 
tus,  Heraphilus,  Heraclides — not  unmindful  of 
the  labors  of  Boerhaave,  Cullen,  and  of  others, 
not  less  illustrious,  whose  services  are  memorable. 
our  young  doctor,  contrasted  with  his  brother,  the 
clergyman,  is  free  to  accept  or  reject  such  teach- 
ings and  yet  be  termed  regular  in  practice — he 
learns  and  is  learning  constantly  that  his  mission 
on  earth  is  a  struggle,  an  unceasing  progressive 
struggle  to  find  truths — medical  truths — and  to 
live  by  them.  It  is  to  have  the  "  keen  spirit  which 
seizes  the  prompt  occasion,  makes  the  thought 
start  with  instant  action,  and  at  once  plans  and 
performs,  resolves  and  executes."  To  him  his 
profession  is  and  ever  will  prove  a  philosophy, 
which  never  has  rested  and  never  can  rest,  as  it 
knows  no  other  law  than  that  of  progress.  He 
learns  too  frequently  that  a  point  which  but  yes- 
terday was  invisible  is  its  goal  to-day  and  will  be 
its  starting  point  to-morrow. 

History  reminds  us  that  new  worlds  have  arisen 
and  that  we  have  lost  old  nations  ;  equally  can  the 
same  changes  be  adduced  in  respect  to  the  numer- 
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ous  theories  and  schools  of  the  past  ages  and  the 

introduction  of  new  idea-,  but  "  he  who  beholds 
the  bright  countenance  of  truth  in  the  quiet  and 

still  air  of  delightful  studies,"  and  finds  em 
agement  in  the  thought  that  some  loved  theory 
may  be  either  abandoned  or  be  recast,  or  modified, 
can  and  will  ever  be  able  to  keep  a  warm  heart 
in  and  for  his  profession,  and  otherwise  escape 
that  condition  which  may  justly  be  termed  mental 
fossilization,  a  condition  too  frequently  observed, 
and  antagonistic  to  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

I  now  introduce  the  Countr)  Doctor  who,  pos- 
sessed of  such  nobility  of  sold,  such  glowing  as- 
pirations, would  be  able,  in  other  and  more  or 
less  honored  fields  of  labor,  to  advance  himself 
to  the  highest  and  most  useful  point  obtainable, 
but  such  is  not  his  destiny  ;  his  work  is  and  will  be 
such  as  acquires  much  honor,  and  apart  from  pro- 
fessional services,  no  more  useful  citizen  or  bene- 
factor or  confidential  adviser  could  be  named.  I 
speak  a-  Miic  who  has  full  authority  to  make  these 
statements,  as  one,  who  for  more  than  three  de- 
cades has  been  very  closely  associated  with  such 
men,  not  only  with  men  in  this,  my  native  prov- 
ince, but  in  early  professional  life  with  colleagues, 
country  doctors  in  a  far  distant  state.  Those  days 
were  days  not  only  of  perils  but  of  discomforts 
and  disadvantages;  our  faithful  and  tireless  bron- 
chos conveyed  us  and  our  saddle  bags  to  widely 
scattered  homes. 

"  I  si  arce  can  think  those  days  are  gone, 
And  yet  like  dreams  they  are  no  more." 

Those  were  times  in  which  we  respected  our 
seniors  who  taught  us  much,  not  only  in  practice 
but  in  ethics  ;  fraternal  relationships  then  were 
stronger,  and  we  all  knew,  if  consultations  were 
necessary,  that  our  consultant  would  not  try  to  rob 
us  of  our  patients.  To-day  the  consultant  has  to 
be  carefully  watched  in  too  many  instances,  and 
the  newly  fledged  doctor  too  frequently  is  igno- 
rant of  professional  honor  for  his  elders. 

It  is  an  admitted  conviction  that  in  our  stanch 
adherence  to  a  code  of  moral  law.  and  in  the  gen- 
eral and  intelligent  honesty  of  our  members,  we, 
although  subjected  to  every  form  of  temptations, 
many,  great,  and  mt,  can  find  few  illustra- 

tions of  violation  of  our  code  or  principles  of  ethics 
or  of  honor.  No  other  occupation  among  men 
offers  more  abundant  material  for  development  of 
all  that  is  best,  that  is  useful,  and  that  is  noblest. 
When  it  is  considered  that  no  teachings  during 
collegiate  life  are  given  on  the  subjeci  of  medical 
ethics,  it  is  evident  that  a  high  grade  of  morals 


has  either  been  inherited  or  has  been  acquired  in 
practice  by  the  average  doctor.  Although  our 
profession  is  in  the  keeping  of  able  men,  many 
dangers  exist  and  are  appearing  which  threaten 
our  be^t  interests.  While  the  expenses  <5f  living 
and  the  demands  for  our  offices  have  greatly  in- 
creased, have  we  adjusted  our  fee  tariffs  to  such 
changes  ? 

The  average  longevity  of  members  of  our  pro- 
fession is  stated  t'>  be  fifty-six  years;  if  so,  the 
average  working  period  cannot  much  exceed 
thirty  years,  and  we  will  assign  the  first  ten  years 
to  that  period  in  which  a  young  doctor  becomes 
established  in  practice,  and  if  before  the  closing 
of  this  the  first  decade — this  bread  and  butter 
period  as  Sir  Andrew  Clarke  calls  it — he  has 
married  brain  and  wealth,  his  future  will  have 
less  clouds,  for  the  richest  doctors  with  whom  I 
am  acquainted  are  those  who,  like  the  penniless 
scions  of  nobility,  believe  that  wealth  is  but  a  fair 
gift  in  exchange  for  a  title  in  the  family  and  act 
according  to  such  beliefs. 

Idle  country  doctor  is  of  essential  interest  in 
any  community — in  fact,  is  he  not  a  necessity  and 
so  regarded?  The  establishment  of  the  town- 
pump  is  equally  so  regarded,  which  is  maintained 
and  kept  in  order  and  no  one  appears  willing 
or  able  to  bear  expenses  in  the  repairs  thereof. 
His  practice  is,  of  course,  at  times  for  the 
money  consideration,  and  his  consideration  is 
(if  he  considers)  that  if  the  liveryman  had 
made  equal  trips  to  his  and  had  been  paid 
the  usual  livery  rates,  be  would  have  been  bet- 
ter off  than  he  as  regards  shekels  of  gold  and 
of  silver.  He  eateth  side  pork  with  those  wdio 
eat  side  pork,  and  drinketh  milk  with  those  who 
drink  milk.  At  times  he  drinketh  port  or  sherry 
with  those  who  drink  some  variety  of  chosen  bor- 
der blends  of  mountain  dew,  whose  merits  he  an- 
nounces with  no  sour  disdain  when  away  from 
home;  his  breath  is  that  of  new-mown  hayj  or 
that  of  frankincense  and  myrrh.  His  experience 
during  this  first  decade  is  such  that  he  estimates 
it  as  passing  the  understanding  of  men,  in  pay- 
ment for  which  he  is  paid  principally  in  hay.  oats, 
and  other  products  of  the  farm;  apparently  satis 
tied  is  he  if  he  can  meet  his  payments  for  drugs 
and  medicines,  and  be  recognized  as  popular; 
unfortunate,  however,  is  he  if  ambition  should 
tempt  him  to  erect  too  costly  a  residence;  such  a 
step  he,  like  others  in  many  .similar  cases,  will 
ha\  e  teas.  .11  to  regret. 

I  '•  reliance  he  hears  of  the  success  of  a  former 
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fellow  graduate,  and  his  ambition,  too,  is  exer- 
cised to  adopt  a  specialty.  Such  prospective  work 
occupies  much  of  his  thoughts  during  idle  mo- 
ments and  he  is  the  best  material  from  which  the 
safe  specialist  emanates,  but  it  is  needless  to  state, 
such  a  hope  is  very  seldom  realized ;  he  becomes 
more  fixed  to  his  locality,  and  becomes  a  specialist 
in  more  than  one  department ;  and  the  second 
decade  finds  him  still  there,  apparently  afraid  to 
move,  yet  anxiously  looking  for  a  government 
appointment ;  in  fact,  any  appointment  wherein 
there  is  a  surety  for  a  good  living.  Tired  out  is 
he,  worn  out  really  in  too  many  instances,  and 
really  when  he  has  become  experienced,  and  thus 
more  useful,  but  strange  to  state  such  is  not  the 
belief  of  his  people,  they  want  a  change,  yet  he 
is  always  with  the  dear  people,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
century  passes  by,  verily  the  thirty-year  limit  is 
being  rapidly  reached  and  he  is  having  for  pas- 
time the  raising  of  the  earliest  potatoes  or  biggest 
beets  and  cucumbers,  or  perhaps,  reaches  the 
presidency  of  the  county  or  district  cattle  show, 
or  becomes  the  master  of  the  village  Masonic 
lodge.  In  quiet  moments  he  feels  inspired  and  is 
anxious  to  give  the  world — the  medical  world — 
many  foolscap  pages  of  his  experience,  but  desire 
fails  and  the  world  loses  much,  vet  he  forgets  not 
those  days  of  the  usual  "  Hello,  hello,  doctor," 
answered  "All  right  "  by  him,  and  how  a  few 
hours  found  him  ten  miles  from  home  in  the 
Bethel  Settlement  doing  a  successful  version,  and 
succeeding  in  overcoming  much  and  protracted 
inertia ;  then  how  pleasant  was  it  to  arrive  home, 
wearied  in  body  and  soul,  to  find  in  reviewing  his 
books  that  he  succeeded  so  well.  Inwardly  he 
feels  as  if  he  were  a  God  among  the  people.  The 
scene  changes  when  he  hurriedly  opens  a  note 
from  the  editor  of  his  best  medical  journal,  which 
invites  his  best  contribution  on  the  financial  aspect 
of  medicine,  and  his  wife  requests  a  few  shekels 
to  pay  her  subscription  to  the  Central  Asia  Mis- 
sionary Society.  The  poetry  of  life  and  the  ro- 
mance of  medicine  suddenly  vanish,  for  he  re- 
flects that  although  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire,  his  account  in  the  Bethel  Settlement  was 
not  paid  and  the  prospects  of  reward  are  not  too 
inviting — such  thoughts  do  not  long  disturb  him, 
for  he  is  rushed  to  the  third  concession  to  do 
some  sewing  on  Jim  Sharp,  "  the  reaper  has  run 
away,"  as  Whitcomb  Riley  describes  it.  He 
fashioneth  splints  from  the  rail  fence  and  taketh 
dinner  with  the  men,  he  sayeth  grace  and  pro- 
nounces the  pork,  potatoes,  onions,  and  gelatinous 


pie  equal  to  the  best.  The  open  cylinder  thresh- 
ing machine,  of  the  more  modern  wind  stacker, 
relentless,  ever  starved  and  insatiable,  does  some 
work  for  him  ere  the  evening  shadows  fall,  and 
bfore  he  rests  he  has  heard  confessions  that 
would  break  up  whole  families  and  neighbor- 
hoods ;  he  recommends  balsamics  to  the  deacon, 
and  terms  his  disorder  nephritis,  yet  both  know 
better,  and  probably  it  will  never  be  known — 
"  Dominc  salve  nos."  These  illustrations  are 
those  seen  by  the  country  doctor — the  most  re- 
vered, the  most  useful  man,  he  who  has  the 
"  heart  within  and  the  God  overhead  "  impulses — 
"  he  has  seen  old  views  and  patients  disappearing 
one  by  one,  and  is  entitled  to  a  furlough  for  his 
brain  and  for  his  heart." 

We  cherish  the  memory  of  the  old  village  doc- 
tor, the  old  country  doctor ;   may  he  ever  exist. 

What  greater  birthright  can  any  intelligent  or 
ambitious  man  claim  and  cherish  than  that  his 
name  is  in  the  list — the  long  list  of  the  JEscle- 
piadse — of  the  healers  of  men.  A  list,  says  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  which  stretches  unbroken  to 
the  days  of  Gods  and  of  Demigods,  until  its  earli- 
est traditions  blend  with  the  story  of  the  brightest 
of  the  ancient  divinities.  Can  crowned  heads 
claim  a  lineage  more  noble?  Can  the  Church 
with  its  apostolic  succession  traditions,  its  lives  of 
patriarchs,  of  apostles  and  martyrs  claim  a  greater 
or  more  honored  progeny?  Are  not  such  reflec- 
tions, and  the  statements  that  coronets  have 
been  placed  on  the  heads  of  many  of  our  learned 
brethren,  quite  enough  to  fill  our  cup  of  ambi- 
tion ?  Who,  then,  among  us  is  not  or  has  not  been 
ambitious  to  be  the  least  among  them,  the  coun- 
try doctor? 


HQortb  "Reviewing. 


Carduus  Marianus. 

This  is  the  old  Rademacher  remedy  for  liver 
and  spleen  diseases,  and  exerts  all  its  action  on 
the  liver  and  digestive  tract,  causing,  among 
other  symptoms,  jaundice  with  dull  headache, 
bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  white  tongue  with  red 
edges,  nausea  with  vomiting  of  an  acid  green 
fluid,  great  distention  from  flatulence,  consti- 
pated or  bilious  stools,  golden  yellow  urine,  and 
a  feeling  of  great  fullness  in  the  hepatic  region, 
but  without  actual  enlargement  of  the  liver  as 
shown   by   percussion. 

Dr.  Windclband,  of  Berlin,  narrates  a  case  of 
enlarged   and   inflamed   liver   in   which   he  gave 
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carduus  marianus  in  decoction.  The  remedy 
cured  the  case  completely  in  a  few  weeks,  and 
in  addition  entirely  cured  some  varicose  veins 
with  which  the  patient,  a  woman,  had  been  af- 
flicted for  some  five  or  six  years,  lie  afterwards 
tried  the  remedy  in  cases  of  varicose  veins,  un- 
complicated with  liver  and  spleen  diseases,  and 
he  verj  seldom  failed  to  cure  all  his  cases  oi 
varicose  ulcers  with  this  remedy,  lie  states  that 
he  has  records  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
cases  of  varicose  veins  treated  with  this  remedy, 
of  which  one  hundred  and  forty-five  were  bona 
fide  cures.  The  large  majority  of  the  cases  were 
of  many  months',  and  most  of  them  of  years', 
standing',  in  women  over  thirty  years  of  age, 
who  were  either  multipara?  or  suffering  from 
some  uterine  disorder.  He  afterwards  discon- 
tinued using  the  decoction  and  gave  the  remedy 
in  the  ix  or  0  tincture,  five  drops  three  lanes 
a  day. — Washington  Kpps. 

Treatment  of  Asthma. 

The  principal  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
asthma,  says  Dr.  Schepens  de  Gaud  in  the  Revue 
Horn.  Belg.,  are  ipecac,  sambucus,  niger,  cuprum, 
lobelia  inflata  and  bryonia. 

Indications     for     Ipecac. — Dyspnoea,     ac 
panied  with  mucous  rale  and  signs  of  asphyxia, 
bronchial  cough,  with  laryngeal  strangling  and 
suffocation.     Dose:  ix  trit.,  25  centigrams  in  125 
of  water;  one  tablespoonful  every  half  hour. 

Sambucus  niger. — Excessive  dyspncea,  violet 
color  of  the  face,  and  more  marked  signs  of  as- 
phyxia than  in  ipecac.  Dose:  Ten  drops  of  the 
tincture  in  125  grams  of  water.  Tablespoon- 
ful every  half  hour. 

Cuprum. — Spasmodic  dyspncea  with  suffocat- 
ing cough  and  constriction  of  the  chest;  vomiting, 
which  relieves  the  patient,  is  an  additional  indi- 
cation of  cuprum.  There  are  also  cramps  and 
muscular  spasms  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 
Dose :  Two  drops  of  the  sixth  dilution  in  1 25 
grams  of  water.     Tablespoonful  every  half  hour. 

Lobelia  inflata. — Dyspnoea,  with  contraction  of 
larynx  and  thorax,  feebleness  and  irregularity  of 
the  pulse.  According  to  Hughes,  gastric  compli- 
cations are  also  indications  for  the  exhibition  of 
lobelia. 

Bryonia. —  Bronchitis  and  pain  in  the  side,  in- 
creased by  respiratory  movements.  Dose :  x, 
same  as  cuprum. 

Secondary  remedies  arc: 

Aconite. — When  the  attack  is  produced  by  dry, 
cold  air — Hughes.     Dose  :  Same  as  sambucus. 

Moschus. — Specially  indicated  in  children 
when  ther.  is  very  marked  spasm  of  the  thoracic 
muscles  and  larynx.  Dose:  First  dec.  trit.  by  ol- 
faction, or  ten  centis  internally. 

Inhalations  of  different  vapors. — Nitrate  paper, 
bell.,  strain.,  and  arsenic. 

Chronic  asthma. — The  four  principal  remedies 
are:  Xux,  arsenic,  sulph.,  and  kali  hydriod. 

Mineral  waters  are  very  efficacious  in  asthma. 


Dr.  Wesstlhoeft  Given  0  Loving  Cup. 

Surrounded  by  more  than  two  hundred  of  his 
professional  associates  and  intimate  friends,  Dr. 
Conrad  \\  esselhoeft  celebrated  at  the  Hotel 
Somerset,  on  the  evening  of  March  23d,  the 
5<  ventieth  anniversary  of  his  birth.  It  would  be 
closer  to  the  truth,  perhaps,  to  put  it  that  these 
two  hundred  and  more  professional  associates 
and  intimate  friends  insisted  on  celebrating  the 
anniversary  for  him  and  with  him.  The  dis- 
tinguished leader  of  the  homeopathic  school 
really  had  very  little  voice  in  the  matter.  He 
was  dragged  into  the  affair,  willy  nilly,  protest- 
ing his  own  unworthiness  of  the  honor  being 
shi  >w  11  him. 

Incidentally,  the  doctor  was  presented  with  a 
magnificent  loving  cup  of  silver  and  a  purse  ot 
over  $1500  in  gold.  The  committee  in  charge  oi 
the  affair  planned  the  presentation  of  the  cup 
and  purposely  limited  each  contribution  to  a  very 
low  figure,  as  it  was  evident  at  the  outset  that  in 
this  way  enough  would  be  secured  to  obtain  a 
very   beautiful   memento  of  the  kind  desired. 

But  after  the  design  for  the  cup  had  been  ac- 
cepted, and  after  the  necessary  funds  had  lxen 
accumulated,  colleagues,  students  and  friends 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  got  wind  of  the  affair 
and  insisted  on  sending  contributions.  The  com- 
mittee could  not  with  good  grace  return  these 
manifestations  of  good  will,  and  yet  they  could 
not  obtain  a  loving  cup  big  enough  to  use  up  all 
of  these  contributions.  It  was  decided,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  disappoint  no  one,  to  transform 
these  overflow  contributions  into  a  purse  of 
trold. 


— The  IMcclical  Advance  for  February,  which 
seems  not  yet  to  have  learned  that  one  of  its 
editors  has  gone  over  to  a  rival  homeopathic 
school,  and,  hence,  cannot  be  one  of  its  editors 
any  longer,  gives  the  letter  of  a  Kansas  Cit)  sub- 
scriber which  tells  of  his  efforts  to  find  a  homeo- 
pathic college  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  for 
his  student.  That  when  the  writer  thought  he 
had  reached  the  proper  institution  he  found 
about  two-thirds  of  the  faculty  were  allopathic, 
or  had  allopathic  sons  and  helpers:  and  that  his 
student  went  over  bodily  to  the  allopathic  col- 
lege. The  writer  asks  the  Advance  editor  if  he 
dared  to  print  that  statement?  And  the  Advance 
editor  not  taking  a  dare  says  he  not  only  will  do 
this,  but  if  llemenway,  the  writer  of  the  com- 
plaining letter,  will  dare  to  give  the  Advance 
the  name  of  the  college  which  has  become  so 
allopathized,  the  Advance  will  publish  that  name 
and  give  the  facult)  a  hit  of  free  advertisement. 
And  here  our  interest  in  the  matter  ceases  beyond 
being  willing  to  bet  that  one  or  both  of  t! 
people  will  back  down,  and  that  the  name  of  the 
recalcitrant  college  will  not  be  printed  in  the 
Advance. 


io8 
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The  Medical  Library 


By  O   B   SERVER 


Clinical 
Obstetrics. 

Dr.  Jardine,  the  author,  is  neither  an  echo  nor 
a  copyist,  but  an  observer  who  has  formed  his 
opinions  for  himself.  Herein  lies  not  only  the 
charm,  but  also  the  weakness  of  the  book ;  for  it 
is  not  possible  for  one  person,  even  in  eleven 
years  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Glascow  Mater- 
nity Hospital,  to  exhaust  all  the  possibilities  of 
difficult  labor,  and  finally  decide  on  the  best  treat- 
ment of  everything.  Dr.  Jardine  often  frankly 
and  boldly  expressed  decided  opinions  sometimes 
contrary  to  those  held  by  most  obstetricians, 
without  adducing  or  referring  to  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  his  views.  Thus,  in  speaking  of  concealed 
accidental  hemorrhage,  he  says :  "  Rupturing  the 
membranes  has  been  advocated,  but  this  I  con- 
sider dangerous,  as  the  uterus  is  paralyzed,  and 
will  not  contract."  This  is  apparently  a  mere 
opinion,  and  the  statement  is  contrary  to  the  ex- 
perience of  most  accoucheurs.  Moreover,  the 
reason  given  for  not  rupturing  the  membranes 
applies  with  even  gerater  force  to  the  accouche- 
ment force,  which  is  next  described.  The  author 
expresses  his  intention,  if  he  gets  another  bad 
case,  to  try  Porro's  operation.  Ramsbotham  says 
says  that  in  his  practice  of  twenty-five  cases  of 
accidental  hemorrhage,  "  of  very  aggravated  na- 
ture," twenty-three  were  successfully  treated  by 
rupture  of  the  membranes.  The  mortality  of 
Porro's  operation  has  not  vet  been  reduced  to 
this. 

For  post-partum  hemorrhage,  the  author 
strongly  recommends  the  intrauterine  injection 
of  suprarenal  extract,  3j  to  two  pints  of  hot 
water,  but  does  not  say  how  often  he  has  used  it. 
He  advises  plugging  the  uterus,  but  does  not 
mention  bimanual  compression ;  nor  does  he  tell 
the  reader  that  in  bad  cases  plugging  has  been 
known  to  fail.  Dr.  Jardine  informs  the  student 
of  the  ease  with  which  in  occipito  posterior  posi- 
tions the  occiput  can  be  manually  rotated  to  the 
front,  but  omits  to  say  that  the  chin  also  can, 
when  the  face  comes  down  with  the  chin  behind, 
be  manually  rotated  forwards.  He  has  used 
Ramsbotham's  decapitating  hook,  and  found  that 
it  will  cut  through  the  neck  easily— a  fact  appar- 
ently unknown  to  most  American  obstetricians. 
Puerperal  eclampsia  is  discussed  at  some  length, 
and  twenty-one  cases  are  recorded.  The  author 
strongly  advocates  the  treatment  of  this  disease 
by  saline  infusion,  but  as  yet  not  enough  cases 
treated  in  this  way  have  been  recorded  to  show 
that  its  results  are  better  than  those  of  the  gen- 


eral run  of  cases.     The  profession  has  to  thank 
Dr.  Jardine  for  a  book  well  worth  perusal. 

Les    Injections   Epidurales    par 
Ponction  du  Canal  Sacra  et  leurs  Applica- 
tions dans  les  Maladies  des  Voies  Lrinaires. 

Various  efforts  have  been  made  at  different 
times  to  make  use  of  intradural  puncture  of  the 
spinal  canal,  both  for  remedial  and  diagnostic 
purposes.  Puncture  between  the  lumbar  or  lower 
dorsal  vertebrae  followed  by  the  injection  of  vari- 
ous remedial  agents  as  advocated  by  Corning,  has 
largely  fallen  into  disuse,  whereas  puncture  by 
the  method  modified  by  Quincke  has  become  rec- 
ognized as  a  valuable  diagnostic  aid :  and  in  some 
cases — for  example,  in  hydrocephalus  and  various 
forms  of  meningitis — the  operation  has  afforded 
relief.  The  author.  Dr.  Cathelin,  by  turning  his 
attention  to  the  anatomical  relationships  of  the 
spinal  theca,  has  found  a  means  of  reviving  the 
treatment  advocated  by  Corning,  and  has  shorn 
the  latter's  method  of  much  that  was  objection- 
able. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  spinal  cord  does  not 
reach,  in  the  adult,  lower  than  the  first  lumbar 
vertebra,  and  that  the  theca  formed  by  the  dura 
mater  does  not  extend  lower  than  the  second 
sacral  vertebra.  Dr.  Cathelin  points  out  that 
there  is  therefore  left  a  part  of  the  vertebral  canal 
extending  as  a  considerable  space  between  the 
end  of  the  theca  and  the  inferior  end  of  the  sacral 
canal.  This  space  is  continued  upwards  as  far  as 
the  foramen  magnum,  being  limited  within  by  the 
dura  mater,  and  without  by  the  bony  wall  of  the 
vertebral  canal  and  the  intervening  intervertebral 
ligaments.  Traversing  this  space  for  varying 
distances  are  the  spinal  roots  enveloped  in  sheaths 
derived  from  the  dura  mater;  for  the  rest,  the 
space  is  mainly  occupied  by  cellular  tissue  and  a 
rich  plexus  of  veins. 

Dr.  Cathelin's  main  point  is  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  by  using  this  epidural  or  extradural  space 
as  a  means  of  exerting  marked  effects  upon  the 
nerves  passing  through  it,  without  damaging  the 
spinal  cord  or  exposing  the  intradural  space  to 
the  risks  of  infection.  Fluid  introduced  in  this 
way,  he  contends,  \\  ill  have  no  direct  access  to  the 
spinal  cord  or  nerves.  The  mere  introduction  of 
5  c.  cm.  to  20  c.  cm.  of  normal  saline  (J.?°  per 
cent.  NaCl)  repeated,  if  necessary,  has  consider- 
able effect  upon  the  spinal  roots  as  they  traverse 
this  span.  Dr.  Cathelin  investigated  the  question 
most  thoroughly,  both  anatomically  and  physi  1- 
logicallv.  and  then  proceeded  to  apply  the  method 
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clinically,  lie  finds  it  is  impossible  to  produce 
in  man  surgical  anaesthesia  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  body,  so  that  this  metl  es  not  obviate  the 

use  of  general  anaesthetics  like  chloroform  or 
ether  on  the  one  hand,  or  local  anaesthesia  bj  the 
method  of  Reclus  or  Schleich  on  the  other.  Dr. 
I  'athclin,  however,  claims  that  the  method  is  use- 
ful for  the  relief  of  sciatica,  lumbago,  and  the 
painful  cases  affecting  the  viscera,  in  tabes  dor- 
-.ilis,  and  in  lead  poisoning.  Further,  he  finds 
it  of  great  use  in  the  disorders  of  the  urinary 
passages,  more  particularly  in  the  eneuresis  of 
children,  and,  in  some  cases,  of  adults;  to  a  less 
extent  it  is  useful  in  spermatorrhea,  impotence, 
etc. 

The  method  may  even  he  used  for  the  intro- 
duction of  remedial  agents  in  spinal  caries  and 
in  syphilitic  lesions  of  the  cord.  The  operation 
is  simple  in  all  but  the  obese,  and  in  over  a  thou- 
sand applications,  while  no  serious  results  were 
met  with,  success  was  common. 

The    Prevention 
of    Disease. 

Under  this  title  has  been  published  a  transla- 
tion of  a  recent  German  work.  It  is  an  attempt 
to  give  a  systematic  statement  of  preventive 
measures  against  disease,  not  only  of  the  infective 
type,  but  also  of  diseases  usually  known  as  local 
or  constitutional.  The  different  chapters  are 
written  by  German  authors,  wdiose  names  are  hut 
little  known  in  this  country,  and  the  quality  of 
the  chapters  is  very  uneven.  (  >wing  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  authors  there  is  some  overlapping  of 
advice,  and  differences  of  opinion  are  not  want- 
ing. Dr.  Rosen,  in  the  chapter  on  the  Prevention 
of  Diseases  of  Metabolism,  states  that  the  present 
opinion  is  that  the  increased  formation  of  uric 
acid  in  the  body  is  not  the  primary  and  deter 
mining  factor  in  gout,  but  rather  the  secondary. 
Under  the  heading  of  "  Appendicitis  "  regulation 
of  the  bowels  is  recommended,  hut  '*  tin-  only 
means  we  possess  of  preventing  appendicitis  is  to 
remove  the  appendix." 

Professor  A.  Hoft'a.  of  W'urzburg,  ascribes 
rickets  to  defective  deposition  of  lime  salts,  the 
chief  predisposing  cause  being  the  faulty  diet  of 
children.  Dr.  Fischl  is  of  opinion  that  we  are  apt 
to  operate  too  much  for  adenoids.  He  regards 
t  msilotomy  for  enlarged  tonsils  as  frequently  in- 
advisable, and  holds  the  same  opinion  in  regard 

the  slitting  up  of  follicles  in  the  tonsils.  On 
the  other  hand.  Dr.  Rosen,  in  dealing  with  the 
prevention  of  infectious  diseases,  mentions  with 
favor  the  slitting  up  of  the  deep  pockets  and 
channels  frequently  found  in  the  tonsils.  In  the 
chapter  on  the  Prevention  of  Mental  Disease  it  is 
stated  that  "  even  the  choice  of  the  time  of  day 
for  conception  may  be  important,  and  in  doubtful 
s  can  best  be  determined  by  the  physician  who 
has  physiological  knowledge  and  is  acquainted 
with  the  case"!  In  the  chapter  on  the  Preven- 
tion of  Venereal   Disease  much   advice  is  given 


which  implies  the  continuance  of  promiscuous 
sexual  intercourse.  We  suppose  that,  assuming 
a  physician  could  not  dissuade  his  patient  from 
tins  practice,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  give  such 
advice  as  would  possibly  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  gonorrhea,  but  the  position  is  one  from  which 
self-respecting  physicians  w^ould  prefer  to  escape. 

The   Radical   <  ure 

of   Corn's    and    Bunions. 

Dr.  Freeland  has  done  excellent  service  by 
affording, through  proper  and  professional  means, 
good  prospects  of  relief  from  the  troublesome 
and  often  disabling  effects  of  these  minor  ail- 
ments. The  author,  holding  that  the  chemical 
and  instrumental  means  in  general  use  for  the 
treatment  of  corns  are  unsatisfactory,  advocates 
tree  excision  oi  the  entire  growth,  together  with 
the  underlying  bursa  when  existent.  This,  how- 
ever,  is  not  proposed  as  a  universal  remedy,  as  it 
is  pointed  out  that  in  cases  of  deformity  of  the 
foot  with  which  the  growth  of  corns  is  so  often 
associated,  the  treatment  of  the  corns  must  be  the 
treatment  of  the  abnormal  condition  which  has 
called  them  into  being.  Some  suggestive  hints 
are  also  given  on  the  management  of  bunions. 
Tn  the  treatment  of  the  common  form  of  this 
affection  occurring  in  the  inner  aspect  of  the  ball 
of  the  great  toe  in  connection  with  displacement 
of  the  first  phalanx,  the  author  states  that  no 
other  operation  can  be  so  readily  performed  or 
give  such  uniformly  good  results  as  excision  of 
the  head  of  the  first  metatarsal. 


Corrcsponfcence. 


American  Physician  : 

Please  correct  footnote  on  page  273,  October 
American   Physician  : 

Dulcamara  has  great  heat  (not  burning)  and 
itching  in  vagina,  and  desire  for  an  embrace,  in- 
creased by  cold  change  of  weather. 

Arg.  nit.,  anion,  carb. ;  calc.  ost. ;  carb.  veg. ; 
cinch.;  ipecac;  kali  c. ;  lycop. ;  magna  m. ;  mere. 
viv.;  rhus  tox. ;  sabad. ;  sulphur,  "are  the  great 
sugar  eaters,"  desire  for  sugar,  and  not  cuprum 
and  belladonna. 

1  am  proud  of  my    1  lering's   Guiding  Symp- 
s.  as  a  reci  ird  1  >f  truths. 

John  F.  Edgar, 
El  Paso,    lex. 


— A  trained  nurse  in  De  Kalb  County,  111., 
has  been  sued  for  slander  by  a  physician,  who 
charges  that  she  declared  a  patient  of  his  died 
from  an  overdose  of  morphia.  This  is  by  no 
ans  the  first  time  that  a  trained  nurse  has 
put  her  dirty  fingers  in  some  doctor's  reputation. 
There  ought  to  he  an  understanding  among  the 
medical  men  to  post  every  instance  of  trickery 
or  treachery  on  the  part  of  trained  nurses.  The 
opportunities  for  doing  mischief  by  an  impropi  r 
nurse  are  almost  without  limit. 


no 
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Hahnemann  in  Chicago. 

'The  recent  addition  to  the  materia  medica  staff 
of  this  excellent  homeopathic  school,  of  Drs.  J. 
T.  Kent,  Harvey  Farrington,  and  G.  P.  Waring 
is,  as  we  have  formerly  said,  a  distinct  acquisi- 
tion and  most  valuable  addition.  This  school 
has  always  had  a  good  materia  medica  teaching 
corps ;  and  its  most  recent  addition  of  these  fa- 
mous names,  would  seem  to  imply  that  it  has 
gone  out  of  its  way,  in  answer  to  the  clamor  for 
better  homeopathic  teaching  voiced  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  craft,  to  make  its  homeopathic  corps 
of  the  best  if  not  the  best  in  the  United  States. 
Dr.  Kent  is  well  known  on  both  sides  of  the  great 
water  for  his  voluminous  writings,  and  his  suc- 
cess as  a  teacher.  It  is  our  personal  pleasure 
to  have  been  one  of  his  private  students  while 
passing  through  the  prescribed  course  in  the  old 
Missouri  Homeopathic ;  his  teaching  of  materia 
medica  and  homeopathy  was  noteworthy  even  in 
that  early  day,  and  brought  to  the  college  pupils 
from  so  far  away  as  Scotland  and  India.  In  later 
years  he  organized  a  Post-Graduate  School  of 
Homeopathics  in  Philadelphia,  which  proved  suc- 
cessful until  he  accepted  the  call  to  Chicago 
where  he  united  with  the  Dunham  and  Hering 
Colleges.  Now  he  has  changed  once  more  and 
become  a  leading  factor  in  old  Hahnemann,  we 
are  confident  that  he  will  make  himself  felt  as  a 
materia  medica  power  there  as  he  has  done  else- 
where. Dr.  Farrington,  we  are  sorry  to  admit, 
we  have  never  met  and  do  not  know ;  and  it  has 
been  our  policy  since  engaging  in  homeopathic 
medicine  and  especially  since  accepting  editorial 
relations  with  our  journal,  to  meet  every  promi- 
nent man  and  get  personally  acquainted  with 
him ;  but  Dr.  Farrington  has  so  far  eluded  our 
chase.  He  bears  an  historic  name,  and  we 
know  of  no  reason  why  his  distinguished  father's 
fame  and  virtues  have  not  descended  as  by  first 
intention  upon  Dr.  Harvey.  Certainly  there  has 
never  been  alleged  the  shadow  of  a  whisper  as  to 
the  validity  of  his  teaching  of  materia  medica  or 
ot  his  genuineness  as  a  homeopath.  Dr.  Waring 
is  a  more  recent  acquisition  to  the  rolls  of 
Homeopathic  teaching.  He  was  first  made 
prominent  by  his  connection,  we  believe,  with 
Dunham  College ;  then  he  followed  his  friends 
into  Hering ;  and  now  he  has  cast  his  homeo- 
pathic lot  with  Hahnemann.  He,  too,  from  all 
we  know  of  him — and  we  do  know  him  person- 
ally— bears  a  clear  and  steady  reputation  as  a 
homeopath  with  no  alliance  with  Abomination 
Tablets  or  Alternation  homeopaths  (limited). 


In  addition  to  all  this.  Hahnemann  College  has 
made  other  valuable  changes  in  its  personnel, 
with  a  distinct  effort  to  keep  within  leash  some  of 
its  more  mechanically  disposed  professors  and 
lecturers.  Much  of  a  disagreeable  nature  might 
here  be  said  of  the  teaching  in  some  of  the 
mechanical  chairs  of  the  past,  in  this  as  in  other 
homeopathic  colleges ;  but  the  recent  overhauling 
and  changing  shows  that  the  proper  leaven  is  at 
work  to  the  end  of  making  Hahnemann  College 
one  of  the  excellent  homeopathic  schools  of  the 
United  States.  We  congratulate  it  most  sin- 
cerely and  wish  it  well. 


Against  Public  Policy. 

The  recent  decision  of  a  higher  court  of  the 
United  States  that  Weltner's  gathering  in  of 
shekels  by  means  of  his  magnetic  business  is  legal, 
is  apt  to  leave  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth  of  the 
great  mass  of  our  people  who  are  not  adepts  in 
the  fineness  and  peculiarities  of  that  which  goes 
for  law  in  the  courts  of  the  land.  It  is  like  a  good 
many  other  things  that  are  done,  or  permitted  to 
be  done,  in  the  name  of  the  law,  that  every  clear- 
thinking  citizen  knows  is  fraud,  and  fraud  of 
such  exceeding  plainness  that  no  one  but  a  law- 
yer or  a  government  official  could  fail  to  see  it 
even  on  the  darkest  night  in  December.  But  the 
law  and  its  interpretations  by  those  skilled  in  that 
law  have  been  the  opprobrium  of  all  peoples  from 
all  time. 

Of  course  this  is  not  to  say  that  the  common 
people,  who  are  not  read  in  the  law,  and  who, 
therefore,  base  their  decisions  on  every-day  ideas 
of  honor  and  justice,  are  always  correct.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  there  are  reasons  for  the  verv 
wrong  decisions,  viewed  from  a  popular  stand- 
point, which  so  often  sift  down  to  us  poor  non- 
lawyers  from  the  dizzy  and  dazzling  heights  of 
the  supreme  courts.  But  the  reasons  are  hard 
to  find  and  equally  hard  to  understand. 

No  one,  not  a  lawyer,  or  judge,  could  fail  of 
understanding  the  purpose  and  motives  of  the 
Weltner  college  business.  It  was  so  plain  that 
the  honest  and  business-like  local  postmaster,  who 
was  not  a  lawyer  or  judge,  failed  not  to  take 
notice  of  it  and  put  up  his  objections.  Indeed  the 
court  next  to  the  people  also  so  held — that  the 
business  was  a  transparent — well,  business.  But 
someone,  in  the  interests  of  that  company,  found 
his  way  to  Washington,  "  saw  "  someone,  was 
given  an  intimation  that  he  and  his  precious  busi- 
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ness  could  continue  without  molestation  by  this 
honest  postmaster,  and  so  they  proceeded  again 
with  their  wondrous  promise  of  making  people 
magnetic  at  so  much  per. 

The  case,  which  had  been  decided  against  the 
company  in  the  lower  court,  was  carried  higher 
and  higher  until  it  got  away  from  the  postmaster 
and  the  people,  and  fell  within  the  purview  of  the 
lawyers  solely.  Then  it  was  reversed  and  the 
Weltner  business  was  legitimized.  Every  honest 
business  man,  the  world  over,  being  made  cog- 
nizant of  the  facts,  will  stand  by  the  post-office 
department  in  withdrawing  the  privilege  of  the 
mails  from  this  concern.  In  the  upper  court, 
however,  under  the  poesy  and  eloquence  of  a 
high-priced  spell-binder,  the  judiciary  saw  noth- 
ing but  honesty  in  the  transaction,  and — well,  it 
delivered  another  of  those  opinions  for  which 
the  higher  criticism  of  courts  and  churches  have 
become  so  famous  in  the  recent  times. 

Now,  mark  you  what  would  have  happened  if 
this  had  been  some  poor  farmer  man,  who  had 
advertised  to  raffle  a  plow  or  a  thresher  by  means 
of  a  public  lottery  at  so  much  per ;  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
received,  minus  a  fat  commission  for  himself,  was 
to  have  been  covered  into  the  treasury  of  a  local 
G.  A.  R.  post ;  or  if  some  "  funny  "  lad  in  a 
moment  of  extreme  sexual  exuberance  had  drawn 
an  obscene  picture  and  mailed  it  to  some  com- 
rade, who,  by  some  freak  of  indigestion  on  that 
morning  of  its  receipt  had  had  a  touch  of  the 
grouches  and  so  had  disclosed  to  the  post  office 
authorities  the  letter  received  ;  the  result  in  either 
case  would  have  been  very  characteristic  and 
certain. 

The  Louisiana  Lottery,  which  is  harmful  to  no 
one  who  lets  it  alone  ;  which  does  not  go  out  of 
its  way  by  untruthful  advertisements  and  other 
specious  and  lying  arguments  to  gather  in  weak- 
minded  people,  but  which  clearly  tells  them  that 
there  is  to  be  one  capital  prize  and  thus  and  so 
many  subordinate  prizes,  and  that  all  the  rest  and 
remainder  will  be  blanks ;  and  every  man  who 
touches  the  lottery  business  does  so  with  a  full 
knowledge  that  he  may  get  that  capital  prize  or 
one  of  the  subordinate  prizes,  and  he  may  just 
as  certainly  get  absolutely  nothing;  yet  that  com- 
pany, notwithstanding  that  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  great  majority  of  its  people  are  anxious 
for  this  lottery  company  to  exist  and  do  business, 
is  closed  up  by  the  United  States  Government 
and  the  mail  privileges  are  taken  away  from  it, 
because  against  public  policy. 

But  this  party  in  the  West,  who  advertises 
lavishly,  and  whose  business  increases  the 
revenues  of  the  post-office  department  in  the 
matter  certainly  of  postage  stamps  and  registered 
mail,  is  clearlv  in  the  interest  of  public  policy 
and  of  good  government;  and  the  dear  people  in 
this  instance  need  no  protection:  while  the  lot- 
tery business — which  Germany  and  other  transat- 
lantic countries  legalize  and  permit, — is  clearly 
ultra  vires  and  therefore  condemned. 


Everybody  now  knows  what  has  been  going  on 
in  Pennsylvania  for  months  if  not  for  \- 
Certain  railroad  companies  there  were  and  con- 
tinue to  be  owners  of  mines,  which  is  clearly 
forbidden  under  the  statutes  of  that  sovereign 
State.  It  was  clearly  unlawful  for  the  railway 
companies  to  discriminate  against  people  in  the 
matter  of  prices  for  coal ;  it  was  as  clearly  against 
public  policy  that  a  grinding  monopoly  there 
should  fix  an  arbitrary  price  for  coal — a  necessary 
of  life — and  then  squeeze  the  poor,  foreign-born 
miner  into  its  corporation  Stores  and  collect  rent 
and  store  charges  for  years  after  the  head  of  the 
family  had  perished  in  those  mines 

All  this  was  clearly  unlawful.  Still  it  con- 
tinued and  it  still  continues  despite  the  gnashing 
of  teeth  of  the  public,  and  the  freezing  to  death 
of  hundreds  of  people  all  over  the  northern  States. 
Why  did  not  this  public-policy  administration 
Step  in  sooner  and  bring  these  violators  of  the 
public  policy  to  book?  Why,  may  we  ask,  did 
not  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  himself  a 
lawyer  and  presumably  versed  in  that  law,  intcr- 
fere  long  ago  and  stop  the  unseemly  wrangle 
between  statute  violators  and  starving  workmen?' 
What  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  among  that 
greal  American  public  which  is  growing  yearly 
to  regard  with  less  and  less  of  respect  the  de- 
cisions of  the  higher  courts? 

Every  now  and  then  there  is  "  run  "  in  our 
daily  papers  some  shamefully  transparent  fraud 
of  a  rebus  solution  with  attractive  head  lines  and 
well-written  letterpress  promising  money  in 
large  sums,  and  trips  to  Europe  for  many,  many 
others  for  a  correct  solution  of  the  flimsy  trick. 
Why  does  not  the  post-office  department  shut  the 
mails  to  this  pitiful  fraud  ?  Every  man  who 
touches  it  knows  it  to  be  a  fraud.  Well,  one 
answer  is  that  it  costs  no  one  anything  s>  i  long 
as  he  lets  it  alone.  He  is  not  compelled  to  answer 
those  rebuses  or  send  his  letter  with  a  two-cent 
stamp  attached.  This  is  a  free  country.  But 
this  is  equally  true  of  the  Louisiana  Lottery,  and 
of  the  con.  men  who  sell  greenbacks  and  green 
goods.  If  you  don't  put  your  hand  in  the  fire 
you  won't  get  burned. 

There  is  always  a  clause  in  all  this  capital  prize 
business  and  these  many  promised  European 
tours  which  sometimes  eludes  the  anxious  man  or 
woman  who  is  bent  only  upon  getting  something 
for  nothing — which  all  these  free  things  ad- 
vertised encourage,  and  therefore,  against  public 
policy — but  that  is  the  saving  clause  ;  namely, 
that  when  you  send  your  answer  to  the  rebus,  you 
will  receive  the  real  conditions,  which,  if  com- 
plied with,  will  entitle  you  to  enter  this  wonderful 
class  of  lottery  premiums — and  that  is  all  it  is, 
a  barefaced  lottery  under  the  guise  of  the  clever 
advertisement  of  a  magazine  in  order  to  increase 
its  subscription  list  directly,  and  also  indirectly  to 
increase  the  possibilities  of  its  list  of  fool  names 
to  whom  to  send  its  general  literature,  coaxing 
and  wheedling  them  into  subscribing  for  that 
magazine.     But  all  this  is  honorable,  truly. 
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The  Louisiana  Lottery,  which  made  no  pretense 
of  any  Christian  virtues,  which  did  not  advertise 
something  for  nothing,  which  did  not  promise  to 
send  everybody  to  Europe  free  of  all  cost,  but 
which  advertised  itself  simply  as  a  business  cor- 
poration, incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Louisiana;  which  professed  and  did  do  a  lottery 
business  simply — that  was  stricken  off  the 
government  mail  books  because  against  public 
policy.  And  now  we  have  a  new  instance  of  the 
legal  acumen  of  someone  high  in  legal  authority 
which  permits  the  common  sense  of  the  people  to 
be  thrown  down  and  overridden  by  a  moneyed 
corporation  not  incorporated,  because  it  bases  its 
work  upon  the  belief  of  its  victims,  and  belief  is 
something  that  must  not  be  curtailed,  else  we 
might  shut  out  churches  and  other  religious 
work. 

The  belief  in  the  success  of  the  capital  prize 
of  the  Louisiana  Lottery  or  in  the  innocent,  if 
doubtful,  fun  of  the  adolescent,  or  the  bedquilt 
lottery,  like  the  flowers  that  bloom  in  the  spring, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  This  is  wholly 
different. 

Nearer  home  still  than  Weltnerism  is  the  ad- 
vertisement of  a  Hair  Restorer  which  prints 
thank-God  testimonials  from  men  in  Manchester 
(England), and  Sydney  (Australia)  to  prove  that 
their  fraud  preparation  will  produce  hair  upon 
the  north  side  of  a  billiard  ball ;  and  in  order  to 
attest  the  genuineness  of  their  representation 
vou  must  send  a  two-cent  stamp,  or  even  more, 
and  get  a  specimen.  The  answer  to  that  is  a  bit  of 
soap  large  enough  for  one  washing  of  the  scalp, 
with  the  injunctions  to  now  supplement  that  soap 
with  two  or  three  bottles  of  their  unmatchable 
hell-dope,  and  so  forth.  They  have  made  their 
point,  however,  in  getting  that  victim's  name. 
They  will  now  fill  his  waste  basket  for  months 
to  come  with  circulars  and  letters,  and  there  is 
no  hope  of  relief  from  the  post  office  depart- 
ment. That  concern,  and  others  like  it,  notably 
that  coal  dealer  who  promises  to  add  two  to 
four  inches  to  any  man's  height  for  ten  dollars, 
are  against  public  policy ;  still  they  flourish,  and 
add  to  the  increment  of  the  post  office  department 
in  various  legitimate  ways,  and  nothing  is  or  can 
be  done  to  protect  the  poor  public  from  the 
misuse  of  the  post  office  and  the  breaking  down 
of  the  unfortunate  letter  carrier. 


Dr.  Sutherland's  Typhoid  Summary. 

By  way  of  summarizing,  the  following  state- 
ment are  made : 

(a)  Typhoid   fever  may  exist  without   Wun- 
derhch's  temperature-curve. 

(b)  The  initial  symptoms  present  in  a  case  of 
typhoid  are  simply  suggestive. 

(c)  A  positive  diagnosis  of  typhoid  cannot  be 
made  before  the  end  of  the  first  week  even  in  typi-" 


cal  cases,  and  frequently  not  as  early  in  the  eccen- 
tric forms  of  the  disease. 

(d)  Typhoid  fever  may  run  its  course  without 
mental  confusion,  incoherence,  excitement  or  de- 
lirium. 

(e)  Roseolae  are  not  always  present  even  in 
undoubted  cases  of  typhoid. 

( f)  Diarrhea  is  not  by  any  means  an  invariable 
symptom  of  typhoid ;  tympanites  and  intestinal 
hemorrhages  may  be  absent,  as  also  may  tender- 
ness and  gurgling  in  the  ileo-cecal  region. 

(g)  Erhlich's  spleen  may  be  present  in  other 
diseases  than  typhoid. 

( // )  Erhlich's  diazo-test  is  a  broken  reed  to 
lean  upon,  and  the  Widal  reaction  has  not  yet 
wholly  revealed  its  sphere  of  usefulness  in  differ- 
ential diagnosis. 

Upon  what,  then,  shall  we  place  our  reliance 
in  the  diagnosis  of  typhoid?  My  reply  is  the 
trite,  yet  often  misconstrued,  phrase,  "  the  totality 
of  the  symptoms."  In  ordinary  typical  cases 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  experienced  in  recogniz- 
ing the  disease.  In  other  cases  examine  most 
searchingly  and  thoroughly,  every  organ  and 
every  function  of  the  body  for  evidences  of  dis- 
ease. Be  sure  to  get  the  "  totality  ";  all  the  evi- 
dences obtainable,  be  they  few  or  many.  In  this 
way  only,  can  errors  in  diagnosis  be  guarded 
against.  If,  after  a  completed  analysis  of  the 
case,  a  diagosis  cannot  be  constructed  by  a  sort 
of  synthesis,  we  must  fall  back  upon  "  reasoning 
by  exclusion,"  which  is  a  very  useful  and  satis- 
factory method  in  the  absence  of  a  more  positive- 
one. — Med.  Era. 


Up-to-date  Ethics  for  Physicians. 

BY  ELLA  H.  DEARBORN,  M.  D.,  PORTLAND,  ORE. 
Presented  to  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Oregon. 

If  called  by  night  to  attend  a  stranger  at  a  great 
distance,  dress  quickly  and  go,  never  stopping  to 
ask  who  wants  you  or  if  the  bill  will  ever  be  paid, 
lest  you  be  counted  inhuman. 

Never  ask  how  many  other  physicians  are  in 
attendance  in  a  case  or  how  many  kinds  of  patent 
medicines  the  patient  is  taking.  Such  curiosity 
on  the  part  of  the  physician  is  vulgar. 

Never  insult  a  stranger  by  asking  for  cre- 
dentials, nor  a  patient  by  asking  for  money — dol- 
lars and  cents  is  the  vernacular  of  bankers,  trades- 
men and  laborers. 

Never  send  in  a  "  statement  " ;  patients  will 
think  you  are  hard  up. 

Pay  your  bills  promptly.  Send  a  check ;  it 
looks  better. 

In  writing  a  prescription,  invoke  Jove  and  cul- 
tivate mystery ;  a  splash  of  ink  and  wiggle  of  the 
pen  is  sufficient.  The  druggist  will  put  in  "  some- 
thing just  as  good." 
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Be  sure  to  taste  of  the  medicine  lefl  by  tin- 
other  physician,  and  "  wonder  if  it  will  kill  you." 
The  remark  is  strictly  original  with  you  and  im- 
presses the  patient  and  nurse  with  the  brilliancy 
of  your  humor. 

lie  sure  to  mention  the  fact  of  your  being  over- 
worked. "  Neurasthenia,"  "  ovariotomy,"  "  oper- 
ative work  "  and  "  uric  acid  diathesis  "  are  words 
that  impress  the  laity.     Use  them  often. 

When  going  bj  a  patient's  house,  stop  in  so- 
cially and  tell  her  of  some  interesting  case,  and  in- 
cidentally mention  how  busy  you  are. 

Never  he  friendly  with  any  other  physician. 
It's  unethical. 

If  you  think  another  physician  makes  ti\  e  do! 
lars  more  a  month  than  you  do,  cut  him  dead  ! 

If  another  physician's  name  is  mentioned  in 
your  presence,  bite  your  tongue  and  compress 
your  lips,  and  the  patient  will  understand  that 
your  hypertrophied  good  principles  keep  you 
from  "  telling  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  "  and  a 
few  other  things  about  him. 

If  called  in  after  another  physician  has  been 
terating  a  case  of  meningitis,  make  your  diag- 
nosis "  inflammation  of  the  brain,"  and  be  sure 
to  say  if  you  had  been  called  in  twenty-four  hours 
earlier  you  could  have  saved  the  case. 

Never  (or  rarely)  tell  the  truth  ;  patients  won't 
stand  it.  The}-  will  have  you  charge  them  up 
with  one  dollar  and  pay  a  liar  $75  in  advance. 
'  The  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  liar  " ;  so  do  the 
laity. 

It  is  understood  that  you  would  not  interfere 
with  gestation — no,  not  for  the  whole  world — but 
it  is  well  to  prove  it  by  telling  of  the  vast  sums  of 
money  that  have  been  offered  and  failed  to  tempt 
you. 

If  you  cannot  be  "  Great  Mogul,"  don't  play. 
This  will  give  you  a  chance  to  be  Chief  Growler. 

If  the  other  fellow  doesn't  think  as  you  do,  it 
proves  his  inferior  intellect. 

"  Jealousy  and  envy  are  the  tributes  paid  to 
superiority." 

Do  not  expect  the  "  glad  hand  "  when  you  give 
the  "  cold  shoulder." 

We  haven't  enough  "  skin  specialists  "  in  the 
profession  to  offset  the  dead-heats  in  laity. 

"  Physician,  heel  thyself,"  lest  in  old  age  the 
world  say:  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  serv- 
ant ;  enter  thou  into  the — poor-house." — Pacific 
I  oast  Jour.  Horn. 
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— Talking  of  reprints,  we  find  another  one  in 
our  copy  box  on  The  Spirit  of  the  Times,  by  Dr. 
II.  I-'..  Beebe,  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  President  of  the 
(  »hio  State  Board  of  Medical  Examination  and 
Registration.  This  was  in  answer  t<>  a  toasl  at 
the  Ann  Arbor  banquet  recently  chronicled  in 
these  pages.  It  i-  filled,  like  its  author,  with 
bright  things  and  chock  full  of  instruction.  Dr. 
Beebe  is  never  meally-mouthed  when  then 
something  to  say  that  requires  saying  and  saying 
it  loud  and  penetrant.  This  paper  is  a  reprint 
from  the  Medical  Century. 


Redhe.d.     By  John  Uri   Lloyd,  Author  of  "  Stringtown 

on  the  Pike,  '  "  Warwick  of  the  Knobs;"  etc.  Illustrations 
ami  decorations  by  Reginald  B.  BlRi  11.  New  York  : 
Dodd,  Mead  and  Company.    1903. 

\\  hen  we  saw  the  title  of  this  book  we  were  of 
the  fear  that,  like  Conan  Doyle,  our  friend  Pro- 
fessor Lloyd  had  resurrected  his  Sherlock  Holmes 
in  order  to  give  his  large  circle  of  admiring 
readers  a  still  further  chronicle  of  Redhead's 
doings.  But  this  was  dissipated  by  reading  a  few 
of  the  chapters  and  the  introduction,  which  clearly 
showed  that  the  purpose  of  this  hook  was  not  to 
resurrect  a  dead  man,  but  only  to  go  back  further 
in  his  history  and  bring  out  the  cause  of  the  ivud 
which  had  come  down  to  the  lonely  redhead  hoy. 
This  the  author  does  by  tracing  the  feud  hat! 
the  time  of  the  War  of  the  Roses  in  England. 
The  implacable  hatred  between  the  two  parties  is 
aptly  traced  in  Professor  Lloyd's  later  book,  and 
gives  the  reader  an  insight  into  the  cause  of  the 
feuds  that  still  obtain  in  the  mountain  regions  of 
Kentucky  and  adjacent  States.  The  Redhead 
stor)  closes  with  Redhead  as  it  did  formerly.  Mo 
miracle  is  invoked  to  bring  him  to  life,  lie 
simply  appears  in  his  original  character  in  order 
to  complete  the  surroundings  which  led  up  so  ter- 
ribly to  his  killing.  Professor  Lloyd  is  at  his 
best  in  this  later  story,  or  rather  his  continuation 
of  the  former  redhead  story.  Mis  portrayal  of 
Kentucky  life,  his  description  of  Kentucky 
scenery  are  always  graphic  and  to  the  manner 
born ;  and  in  this  book  he  excels  all  former  at- 
tempts. For  a  hit  of  a  bookwork,  mechanically 
speaking,  Redhead  is  certainly  beautiful.  Every 
page  is  decorated  with  borders  apropos  of  the 
story,  and  there  are  many  fine  illustrative  litho- 
graphic plates.  The  book  is  a  handsome  Christ 
mas  or  gift-day  book,  and  will  he  appreciated  by 
all  who  purchase  it. 

Syllabus  ok  Lectures  on  Physiology.  By  William  H. 
BlGLER,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pedia 
tries,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged;  205  pages,  flexible; 
interleaved,  Si. 50;  postage,  10  cents;  not  interleaved. 
Si. 25;  postage,  7  cents.  Philadelphia:  Boericke  &  Tafel. 
1903. 

This  is  an  excellent  book  by  an  excellent  man. 
homeopath  and  teacher.  Every  medical  man 
realizes  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  lie 
know  his  physiology  and  that  the  better  he  know  s 
it,  the  better  prescriber  it  will  make  of  him.  The 
book  is  in  the  torm  of  an  "  essential  ";  and  unless 
tin  student  has  had  preliminary  preparation,  or  is 
assisted  by  a  living  teacher,  he  will  not  fare  very 
well  with  this  syllabus;  hut  as  an  "essential  "  or 
syllabus,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  on  the  market  at 
this  date.  This  is  one  further  instance  of  the  ab- 
solute and  utter  needlessness  of  calling  in  text- 
books from  the  old  school  for  <>ur  students;  for 
surely  all  will  agree  that  physiology  is  not  a  "  sec- 
tarian" study;  that  Dr.  Bigler  is  facile  princeps 
in  his  specialty;  and  that,  hence,  there  is  no  need 
1  1  cull  from  old  school  literature.  Let  this  same 
ability   become  more  and   more  thoroughl) 
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in  the  compounding  of  prescriptions,  in  the  sell- 
ploited  in  our  other  branches  of  study  and  the  day 
need  not  be  far  distant  when  we  need  borrow  or 
steal  no  more  of  the  other  school's  text-books ;  for 
in  that  day,  if  not  true  already  of  our  time,  our 
own  professors  and  authors  will  be  found  of  suffi- 
cient and  equal  worth  in  didactic  teaching  with 
any  of  any  other  school.  Here's  a  wish  for  a 
large  sale  to  Dr.  Bigler's  Syllabus;  and  similar 
powers  of  discernment  and  instruction  to  our 
other  teachers. 

How  to  Attract  and  Hold  an  Audience.  A  Popular 
Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Preparation,  and  Delivery 
of  Public  Discourse.  By  J.  Berg  Esenwein,  A.  M., 
Lit.  D.  Professor  of  the  English  language  and  Literature 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Military  College.  Hinds  and  Noble, 
Publishers,  31-33-35  West  15th  Street,  New  York. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  one  practical  book  on  pub- 
lic speaking,  that,  at  the  present  time,  deserves 
recognition.  From  its  first  to  its  last  page  it  is  a 
real  practical  treatise  and  helps  the  reader  or  stu- 
dent over  almost  all  the  usual  difficulties  in  this 
most  difficult  of  all  difficult  arts.  The  book  is 
really  more  along  the  line  of  suggestion,  than  of 
expert  knowledge ;  and  yet  the  suggestions  are  so 
timely  and  so  excellently  put,  that  they  have  all 
the  force  of  a  series  of  oral  lessons.  We  admire 
the  little  book  very  much,  and  take  great  pleasure 
in  saying  that  its  title  line  is  a  correct  indication 
of  its  value. 

A  Text-Book  of  Legal  Medicine  and  Toxicology. 
Edited  by  Frederick  Peterson,  M.  D.,  Chief  of  Clinic, 
Nervous  Department  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, New  York;  and  Walter  S.  Haines,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Toxicology,  Rush  Medi- 
cal College,  in  affiliation  with  the  University  of  Chicago. 
Two  imperial  octavo  volumes  of  about  750  pages  each,  fully 
illustrated.  Philadelphia,  New  York,  London  :  W.  B. 
Saunders  &  Company,  1903.  Per  volume,  cloth,  $5.00, 
net;  sheep  or  half  morocco,  $6.00,  net. 

This  work  presents  to  the  medical  and  legal 
professions  a  comprehensive  survey  of  forensic 
medicine  and  toxicology  in  moderate  compass. 

For  convenience  of  reference  the  treatise  has 
been  divided  into  two  sections,  Part  I  and  Part  II. 
the  latter  being  devoted  to  toxicology  and  all 
other  portions  of  legal  medicine  in  which  labora- 
tory investigation  is  an  essential  feature.  Under 
"  Expert  Evidence  "  not  only  is  advice  given  to 
medical  experts,  but  suggestions  are  also  made  to 
attorneys  as  to  the  best  methods  of  obtaining  the 
desired  information  from  the  witness.  The  Ber- 
tillon  and  Greenleaf-Smart  systems  of  identifica- 
tion are  concisely  and  intelligently  described,  and 
the  advantages  of  each  stated.  An  interesting 
and  important  chapter  is  that  on  "  The  Destruc- 
tion and  Attempted  Destruction  of  the  Human 
Body  by  Fire  and  Chemicals  " ;  for  on  the  deter- 
mination of  the  human  or  animal  source  of  the 
remains'  frequently  depends  the  legal  conduct  of 
a  given  case,  and  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
accused.  A  chapter  not  usually  found  in  works 
on  legal  medicine,  though  of  far  more  than  pass- 
ing significance  to  both  the  medical  expert  and 
the  attorney,  is  that  on  the  medicolegal  relations 
of  the  X-rays.     The  responsibility  of  pharmacists 


ing  of  poisons,  in  substituting  drugs  other  than 
those  prescribed,  etc.,  furnishes  a  chapter  of  the 
greatest  interest  to  everyone  concerned  with  ques- 
tions of  medical  jurisprudence.  Also  included  in 
the  work  is  the  enumeration  of  the  laws  of  the 
various  States  relating  to  the  commitment  and 
retention  of  the  insane.  In  fact,  the  entire  work 
is  overflowing  with  matters  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, and  expresses  clearly,  concisely,  and  accu- 
rately the  very  latest  opinions  on  all  branches  of 
forensic  medicine  and  toxicology. 

Saunders'  American  Year-Book  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery for  1904.  A  Yearly  Digest  of  Scientific  Progress  and 
Authoritative  Opinion  in  all  branches  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, drawn  from  journals,  monographs,  and  text-books  of 
the  leading  American  and  foreign  authors  and  investigators. 
Arranged,  with  critical  editorial  comments,  by  eminent 
American  specialists,  under  the  editorial  charge  of  George 
M.  Gould,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  In  two  volumes.  Volume  I, 
including  General  Medicine.  Octavo,  673  pages,  fully  illus- 
trated; Volume  II,  General  Surgery.  Octavo,  680  pages, 
fully  illustrated.  Philadelphia,  New  York,  London  :  W.  B. 
Saunders  &  Co.,  1904.  Per  volume,  cloth,  $3.00,  net;  half 
morocco,  $3.75,  net. 

The  American  Year-Book  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  continues  to  maintain  its  high  place 
among  works  of  its  class.  Indeed,  the  issue  of 
1904,  now  before  us,  if  anything,  is  even  better 
than  the  excellent  issues  of  previous  years.  Such 
a  distinguished  corps  of  collaborators  which  the 
editor,  the  indefatigable  and  industrious  Dr. 
George  M.  Gould,  has  enlisted  as  his  assistants  is 
sufficient  guarantee  that  the  essential  points  of 
progress  are  brought  out,  and  the  collaborators' 
notes  and  commentations  are  excellent.  In  the 
illustrative  feature  the  1904  issue  fully  maintains 
its  reputation,  there  being  fourteen  full-page  in- 
sert plates,  beside  a  number  of  excellent  text-cuts. 
We  pronounce  Saunders'  Year-Book  for  1904  the 
best  work  of  its  kind  on  the  market,  as  it  has  al- 
ways been. 

— The  Medical  Century  for  February  an- 
nounces that  the  successful  competitor  for  its 
prize-offering  for  the  best  paper  on  "  Why  Stu- 
dents of  Medicine  should  Select  the  Homeopathic 
School,"  is  Dr.  Thomas  G.  McConkey.  of  San 
Francisco.  But  this  does  not  surprise  us  at  all, 
remembering,  as  we  do,  the  masterly  paper  he 
read  at  the  Cleveland  meeting  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homeopathy.  He  is  a  fine  writer 
and  speaker.  We  feel  a  little  envious — just  a 
wee  bit — at  our  contemporary's  luck  in  getting 
so  excellent  an  essay.  In  the  March  issue  of  the 
Century  we  find  an  editorial  reviewing  the  prize 
matter,  and  giving  the  name  of  one  other  of  the 
three  successful  competitors,  the  third  refusing 
to  let  his  name  be  published.  The  journal  prints 
the  three  essays,  and  they  make  a  superb  home- 
opathic symposium.  Dr.  Dewey  purposes  issuing 
them  in  pamphlet  form  for  distribution,  and  sug- 
gests to  the  colleges  the  value  of  such  literature 
in  securing  students.  Several  of  the  colleges,  we 
are  informed,  have  already  sent  in  large  orders, 
and  others  are  asking  questions  with  a  view  to 
orderins:  a  lot  of  them. 
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Society  flDeeting. 


The  New  York  State  Society. 

The  Fifty-second  annual  meeting  of  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  Societ)  of  the  State  of 
New  York  was  held  in  Albany.  February  9th  and 
10th,  in  the  Common  Council  Chambers,  with  an 

attendance  of  J2. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation,  consist- 
ing of  Dr.  Wm.  1 1.  I  lodge,  and  Jos.  T.  Cook,  pre- 
sented the  following  report:  ''Among  the  bills 
which  received  onr  attention  was  the  so-called 
Garnishment  Bill  which  was  backed  1>\  the  Mer- 
chants Legislative  Advocate  of  Utica  ;  the  Arm- 
strong Bill  for  the  registration  of  nurses;  the 
Cook  Assembly  Bill,  to  amend  the  Labor  Law  in 
regard  to  the  employment  of  children  in  the  can- 
ning factories  during  school  vacations;  and  the 
Stevens  l'.ill  for  the  unification  of  the  Educa- 
tional System  of  the  State;  this  bill  had  already 
received  the  approval  of  the  Society  by  a  resolu- 
tion offered  and  passed  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing. In  the  hearing  at  Albany  on  this  bill,  the 
representatives  of  the  New  York  State  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society  requested  our  worthy 
President,  Dr.  LeSeur,  to  represent  and  appear 
for  the  entire  medical  profession ;  it  is  needless  to 
say  that  the  arguments  were  well  presented  by 
him." 

The  Committee  on  State  Medical  Examiners 
made  the  following  report: 

"  Results  of  examinations  of  candidates  from 
New  York  schools  for  year  1902- 1903  : 


Colleges. 


No. 
Cands 


Hon-  Per  cent, 
ors.     Passed 


Albany 35          I  91.4 

Bellevue,    ......  10  100 

Physicians  and  Surgeons,     .          .          .  128          7  94.5 

Cornell,       .          .          .          .          .          .  51          5  98.03 

Long  Island 45         4           93-3 

New  York  Eclectic,    ....  10        3          93.7 

New  York  Homeopathic.     .  23         4           95.6 

New  York  Homeo.  for  Women,           .  8         o  100 

New  York  University,          ...  10             o 

Syracuse,     ......  26         o  100 

University  and  Bellevue  Hosp.  Med.  Col.,  55         3  87.2 

Buffalo 45         4           91  1 


The  Committee  concerning  the  defense  of  al- 
leged malpractice  suits  presented  the  following 
report  under  the  direction  of  the  Society's  at- 
torney, F.  E.  Wadhams. 

First.  We  find  it  desirable  to  form  a  protective 
association  to  be  composed  of  the  members  of  this 
Society. 

Second.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  many  in  the  Society 
would  be  willing  to  join  such  association  ;  that  the 
membership  fee  therein  shall  not  exceed  $3.00 
per  annum,  which  fund  shall  be  used  to  defray  all 
the  expense  attending  the  defense  of  alleged  mal- 
practice suits  against  members  of  the  association. 

Third.   The  membership  in  this  protective  asso- 


ciation shall  be  confined  to  the  members  of  this 
Society. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  three,  with  full  power  to  act,  to  be 
known  as  the  Committee  of  Defense  Litigation, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  in  charge  the  fur- 
nishing to  the  members  of  this  Society,  under  a 
plan  to  be  adopted  by  said  Committee,  protection 
from  the  expense  incurred  in  the  defense  of  al- 
leged malpractice  suits  broughl  against  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Si  >eiet\ . 

Dr.  B.  W.  Sherwood,  of  Syracuse,  offered  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  the  unsanitary  condition  of  many 
summer  and  health  resorts  is  a  great  menace  to 
the  health  of  our  people,  and 

Whereas,  the  contamination  of  the  drinking 
water,  with  the  sewage,  at  such  resorts,  is  a  very 
frequent  cause  of  typhoid  fever  and  other  diar- 
rheal diseases. 

Resolved,  that  the  State  should  provide  for  a 
thorough  inspection,  under  the  direction  of  the 
State  Health  Commissioner,  of  all  summer  and 
health  resorts  within  its  borders  and  compel  con- 
formity to  any  regulations  in  those  matters  that 
will  safeguard  the  public  health. 

Resolved,  that  we  urge  the  legislature  to  enact 
such  laws  and  make  such  appropriations  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  these  needed  reforms. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year:  President,  Bukk  G.  Carleton;  Vice 
Presidents,  Martin  Besetner,  Ithaca:  Ermina  C. 
Eddy,  Elmira ;  T.  Drysdale  Buchanan,  New 
York;  Secretary,  Dewitt  G.  Wilcox.  Buffalo; 
Treasurer,  Charles  T.  Haines,  Utica;  Necrolo- 
gist, H.  W.  Paige,  New  York;  Counsel,  F.  E. 
Wadhams,  Albany;  Censors,  C.  F.  Laidlaw, 
Irving  Townsend,  A.  P.  Powelson,  A.  I!.  Win- 
Loon,  J.  H.  Hallock,  E.  G.  Cox,  W.  H.  Nickelson, 
R.  B.  Howland,  A.  R.  Grant.  S.  W.  Kurd,  I'..  J. 
Maycock.  C.  A.  Potter. 

The  following  for  candidates  for  State  Medical 
Hxaminers  were  elected,  from  which  two  will  be 
appointed  by  the  Regents  for  examiners:  L.  A. 
Martin,  Binghamton ;  J.  B.  Garrison,  New  York; 
G.  T.  Moseley,  Buffalo:  W.  W.  Blackman,  Mew 
York. 

D.  G.  Wilcox.  G.  E.  Gorham  and  Wm.  Harvey 
King  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  revision 
of  the  by-laws,  to  be  reported  at  the  next  meeting. 

A  number  of  fine  papers  were  presented  during 
the  sessions,  and  ably  discussed,  especially  in  the 
Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology  department. 
Materia  Mediea,  however,  seemed  to  have  been  a 
minus  quantity  :  and  surgery  and  gvnecologv  - 
to  have  been  full,  as  the)  always  are. 


— Another  journal,  the  Medical  Mirror,  is  said 
to  be  without  an  editor,  though  it  has  a  large 
assortment  of  associate  editors.  We  fear  that 
its  [ate  Editor  Love  builded  a  place  for  himself 

and  his  journal  which  it  has  been  found  difficult 
to  fill   bv  others. 
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— On  the  evening  of  March  ioth,  as  the  guest 
of  the  New  York  County  Society,  Dr.  James  C. 
Wood  of  Cleveland,  presented  a  paper  on  "  The 
Surgical  Aspect  of  Indigestion  and  So-Called 
Gastralgia,"  which  was  attentively  listened  to 
and  highly  appreciated.  In  the  later  evening. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Roberts,  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Homeopathic  Medical  College,  tendered  a  dinner 
to  the  distinguished  guest  at  the  University  Club, 
participated  in  by  a  dozen  rare  and  good  fellows, 
in  which  jollity  and  mirth  served  to  fill  out  the 
gastronomical  interstices  to  a  late  but  pleasant 
hour.  On  the  following  morninng  Dr.  Wood 
operated  at  the  College  for  Dr.  Roberts,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  audience  composed  of  the 
classes,  many  members  of  the  faculty,  and  other 
well-known  and  famous  physicians  and  surgeons. 

— The  Daily  Argus  of  Ann  Arbor  of  recent 
date  contains  an  editorial  leader  anent  the  taking 
of  poison  for  homeopathic  proving  purposes  by 
the  students  of  the  Alpha  Sigma  fraternity  of 
that  city.  The  article  is  well  written  and  gives 
great  credit  to  the  students  for  thus  necessarily 
imperiling  their  lives  in  Science's  cause. 

The  Metropolitan  Hospital  of  the  city  of  New 
York  with  over  1,000  beds  has  twenty-two  resi- 
dent physicians.  Its  competitive  examination, 
open  to  all  graduates  in  medicine,  for  the  sixteen 
services  of  eighteen  months  each  occurring  in 
June  and  December,  1904,  will  be  conducted 
April  29th,  next.  Applications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  Bukk  G.  Carleton,  75  West  50th 
Street,  New  York  City.  Take  due  notice,  breth- 
ren, and  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 

— Gall  Stones  and  Diseases  of  the  Bile  Ducts, 
by  II.  F.  Biggar,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  is 
a  reprint  of  a  practical  thesis  found  originally  in 
the  North  American  Journal  of  Homeopathy  for 
December,  1903.  Especial  attention  is  called  to 
what  the  doctor  calls  "  Gleanings  "  following  the 
report  of  the  case  proper.  This  will  be  found 
crammed  full  of  excellent  suggestions  and  well 
thought-out  opinions. 

— The  Missouri  Institute  of  Homeopathy  after 
several  years  of  innocuous  desuetude,  is  showing 
signs  of  coming  towards  the  front  once  more — as 
it  used  to  do  before  1900.  Its  present  General 
Secretary,  Dr.  G.  A.  Mellies,  is  out  after  big  game, 
and  promises,  unless  all  signs  fail,  to  have  a  col- 
lection of  men  and  papers  to  fill  with  joy  the  heart 
of  any  attending  homeopath  at  the  next  meeting 
in  St.  Louis,  at  the  Southern  Hotel,  April  27th  t<  1 
29th.  If  you  have  been  invited  to  come,  consider 
well  before  you  decline.  You  remember  about 
the  young  Lochinvar  who  came  up  out  of  the 
West.  Possibly  our  saving  may  come  out  of  the 
West — for  homeopathy  in  some  other  parts  of 
the  geographical  compass  is  not  overly  lusty  or 
enthusiastic. 


— The  Clinical  Reporter  of  St.  Louis  for  Feb- 
ruary comes  to  our  desk  with  a  new  front-cover 
composition  which  is  attractive.  But,  alas,  its 
wrapper  contained  our  illustrious  cognomen 
spelled  with  a  hard  C.  And  this,  too,  from  the 
home  of  our  alma  mater,  and  by  the  college 
people  who  know  us  so  well,  perhaps  too  well. 
Thus  far  the  Pacific  Coast  Journal  of  Home- 
opathy has  had  the  sole  wooden-headed  addresser 
machine  which  despite  our  plaintive  appeal 
and  denunciatory  requests  persists  in  misspelling 
our  name.  But  then  we  are  no  worse  off  than 
Dewey,  wFo  isn't  known  in  Ohio  or  Nebraska; 
or  Gatchell,  who  is  "  spelled  down  "  in  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  lived  and  taught  and  had  his 
being  for  years,  as  Gitchell. 

— The  March  Chironian  publishes  in  full  Dr. 
W.  A.  Dewey's  fine  lecture  on  cimicifuga  race- 
mosa,  which  he  gave  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent 
special  lectures  at  the  New  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College.  It  is  really  a  masterpiece  of 
materia  medica  work,  and  will  pay  every  pro- 
gressive homeopath  to  read  and  re-read  carefully. 
In  this  connection  we  are  moved  to  criticise  the 
over-enthusiasm  of  the  Chironian  in  its  editorial 
reference  to  the  lecture  day  and  its  several  par- 
ticipants. We  know  that  three  of  these  speakers 
deplore  and  deprecate  such  lavish  use  of  compli- 
mentary adjectives.  But  that  is  the  way  of  the 
younger  generation  of  physicians  when  given 
carte  blanche  and  a  well-filled  fountain  pen. 

— The  American  Medical  Monthly  for  Febru- 
ary comes  to  us  with  a  diminished  number  of 
pages  and  no  editorial,  which  it  explains  by  call- 
ing attention  to  its  embarrassed  printing  facili- 
ties due  to  the  great  Baltimore  fire.  We  know 
that  every  one  of  its  subscribers,  and  other 
readers,  will  gladly  extend  the  point  of  charity  fo  1 
the  diminished  journal,  and  wish  most  heartily 
that  it  recover  promptly  its  former  strength  and 
size.  Under  the  virile  editorial  management  of 
Bro.  Chandlee  the  American  Medical  has  taken  a 
very  prominent  place  in  the  homeopathic  heart. 

— Dr.  C.  E.  Silbernagel,  the  new  Secretary  of 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  calls 
thus  early  attention  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Society  at  Columbus,  May  10  and  11.  The 
meetings  will  be  again  held  in  the  Great  Southern 
hotel.  This  latter  is  the  only  bit  of  information 
which  may  throw  cold  water  on  a  large  attend- 
ance. Our  treatment  at  this  hotel  last  year — in- 
dividually and  collectively — was  not  such  as  to 
warm  the  cockles  of  our  heart  for  a  repetition. 
What  >a\  s  the  eloquent  and  epigrammatic  Wal- 
ton ?  In  this  same  connection  we  call  attention 
to  the  receipt,  a  day  or  two  since,  of  the  1903 
Transactions  of  this  Society.  The  book  is  well 
printed ;  we  have  not  had  time  to  go  over  many 
parts  of  it :  our  first  review  was  of  our  own  paper, 
and  here  we  found  some  bad  typographical  blun- 
ders. However,  as  our  copy  had  been  prepared 
in  pencil  on  a  moving  train  something  must  be 
allowed  for  poor  caligraphy.     Still  it  would  seem 
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that  a  fairly  well-educated  proofreader  would  not 
permit   "mute   inglorious  millions"   to  do   dut) 

for  "  mute  inglorious  Miltons,"  or  '*  a  blue-point  " 
for  "a  blue  print."  "  lilue-point,"  as  we  under- 
stand it,  is  an  oyster,  while  "  blue-prinl  "  is  not. 
Bui  these  are  minor  points,  and  doubtlessly  a 
little  more  general  reading  will  disclose  the  tact 
that  the  book  is  well  prepared  and  instructive. 
And  still  one  more  "  blue-point " :  Will  Biggar 
and  Beckwith  and  Baxter  be  there  next  May? 
If  not,  then  the  meeting  will  be  a  failure. 

— Conservative  Surgery  of  the  Extremities,  b) 
Newman  T.  1!.  Nobles,  M.  I).,  "also  of  Cleve- 
land " — as  Richey  Horner  referred  to  us  lately  in 
his  journal — is  a  reprint  from  Horner's  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter  for  the  January.  [904 
issue.  Dr.  Nobles  has  alreadj  shown  the  profes 
sion,  lay.  and  professorial,  what  he  can  do  in  the 
way  of  book  and  essay-writing,  so  that  it  requires 
no  strain  on  our  editorial  conscience  to  say  that 
this  paper  is  a  fine  one,  well  reasoned,  and  equally 
well  stated.  Dr.  Nobles  is  rapidly  forging  to  the 
front  as  the  surgeon  of  the  Cleveland  school 
(homeopathic).  As  an  inla\  to  this  reprint  we 
find  a  paper  on  Correct  Diagnosis  of  Ectopic 
Pregnancy  which  the  Drs.  Biggar  discuss  in  very 
complimentary  terms. 

— It  has  proven  to  be  a  fact  that  the  energetic 
Secretary  of  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy— need  we  add— Charles  Gatchell  of  Chi- 
cago, has  been  united  in  marriage  to  Helen 
Emma,  the  charming  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyman  Print  Converse;  exact  date  is  not  given. 
In  the  light  of  this  happening,  being  ourself  hap- 
pily married,  we  forgive  him  all  and  singular 
his  apparent  tardiness  in  the  issuance  of  the 
Transactions,  knowing  full  well  how  busily  and 
happily  a  man  may  be  occupied  upon  such  occa- 
sion. We  wish  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gatchell  every  hap- 
piness, good  health,  and  a  long  life. 

— The  death  of  Dr.  Charles  L.  White,  of 
Cleveland,  on  January  22,  was  a  peculiarly  pa- 
thetic one.  Dr.  White,  a  graduate  of  the  Cleve- 
land Homeopathic  College,  through  the  influence 
of  several  of  his  friends  and  profess  3  ap- 

pointed a  district  physician.  As  we  understand 
it,  in  one  of  his  rounds  he  found  some  diphtheria 
cases,  and  while  handling  these,  one  of  the  pa- 
tients bit  him.  Dr.  Quay,  who  had  charge  of  the 
case  from  the  first,  administered  antitoxin  for  the 
ultant  diphtheria,  with  the  effect  of  removing 
the  membrane;  but  the  doctor-patient  failed  to 
rally.  Dr.  Gains  J.  Jones  was  then  associated  in 
the  case,  and  a  few  days  preceding  the  death,  we. 
too,  were  called  in.  The  reigning  peculiarity  was 
the  queer  fancies  and  hallucinations  of  the  pa- 
tient:  he  seemed  in  constant  fear  of  something. 
His  pulse  at  one  time  continued  at  about 
forty  beats  for  hours  at  a  time,  and  even  less. 
yet  strong  and  full.  Convulsions  set  in;  and 
when  we  three  doctors  thought  him  wholly  oul 
of  danger,  one  of  us,  indeed,  having  been  with 
him  but  ten  minutes  before  his  death,  he  died. 
We,  personally,  knew  nothing  of  the  bite  until  it 


was  printed  in  the  death  notice;  and  this  at  once 
■I'd  up  what,  to  us,  seemed  the  deep  mystery 
in  the  case,  and  which  we  had  been  fain  to  attri- 
bute to  the  antitoxin.  Dr.  White  was  a  most 
estimable  young  man  and  a  skilled  and  faithful 
physician.  Il>  gave  promise  of  making  a  name 
for  himself.  He  was  but  thirty  years  old,  and 
unmarried.  His  sister.  Dr.  Mary  II.  White,  also 
a  homeopath  and  in  Cleveland,  has  our  deepest 
and  sincerest  sympathy  in  her  great  loss. 

-The  Phi  Alpha  Gamma  Quarterly,  Volume 
111.,  received  towards  the  close  of  January,  is  an 
interesting  periodical,  and  newsy,  not  alone  to 
the  several  frats.,  but  as  well  to  the  general  med- 
ical public.  This  particular  issue  contains  a  re- 
markably line  half-tone  portrait  of  a  chapter, 
with  clear,  bright  pictures  of  Biggar,  Kinyon, 
and  Cowell.  These  three  we  know;  the  others 
are  strangers,  but  doubtlessly  their  portraits  are 
equally  line.      It   is  certainly  a  fine  body  of  men. 

— The  February  Chironian  has  a  speaking  like- 
ness of  Dr.  A.  B.  Norton,  author,  editor,  writer, 
teacher,  and  all-round  gentleman  and  physician- 
specialist.  The  "  write-up,"  which  accompanies 
the  picture,  is  a  bit  of  fine  work,  too:  but  falls 
fairly  and  honestly  within  the  lines  and  limits  of 
truth. 

— Some  kind  and  observant  friend,  who  dis- 
covered that  Frank  Kraft,  of  Alexandrine  Street, 
Detroit,  was  recently  arrested  for  stealing  spoons 
and  butter  knives  from  the  Commercial  Milling 
Company,  sends  the  newspaper  item  to  us  with 
the  addenda:  "  If  your  friends  bad  known  that 
you  were  so  hard  up  for  spoons,  they  might  have 
In  [ped  you  to  a  few.  Do  vou  need  any  bail? 
What  next? 

— Bocrickc  &  Runyon,  homeopathic  pharma- 
cists and  publishers,  New  York,  have  issued  a 
book-catalogue  which  is  a  rather  handsome  c 
tribution  to  the  commercial  end  of  the  profession. 
It  contains  a  number  of  excellent  half-tone  por- 
traits of  our  authors,  notably  that  of  our  late 
Dr.  II.  M.  Dearborn.  The  profession  may  be- 
come possessed  of  this  art  treasure  by  sending  a 
postal   card   request. 

— The   Chironian   says   that   "Dr.    Horace    M. 
Paine,  one  of  the  old-time  militant   homeopaths 
(not  a  weak-kneed,  scrub-oak,  codeine  sort 
practician   of   the   kind   usually   met    with   nowa- 
days),  died   recently,  and  his   services   to   home- 

ithy  in  Xew  York  State  merit  a  wreath  to  his 
memory  [We  omit  the  Newton  iMass.),  obit- 
uary notice.     Ed.] 

"  If  the  achievements  of  this  purposeful  life 
may  inspire  students  and  followers  ai  Samuel 
Hahnemann  to  renewed  efforts  in  the  harvest 
fields  of  scientific  medicine  this  obituary  will  have 
reason  for  its  writing.  The  old  guard  is  slipping 
away,  and  some  of  the  newer  captains  rattle 
around  in  the  old  one's  shoes  like  dried  peas — 
fearsome  of  homeopathy  and  the  name  thereof. 
May  the  old  guard  rest   in  pea 

Some  one  on  this  college  journal  is  handling  a 
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virile  pen,  and  is  also  well  informed  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  modern  homeopathic  profession. 
Truly,  truly  the  old  guard  is  slipping  away — and 
there  seems  to  be  no  one  left  to  mourn  them — 
more's  the  pity,  and  deep  damnation  thereof! 

— The  published  report  in  the  English  home- 
opathic journals  by  Dr.  Searson  of  his  trip  to  the 
United  States,  and  experiences  while  there, 
makes  pleasant  reading.  But  it  struck  us,  on 
reading  it  carefully,  to  be  in  the  nature  of  what 
attorneys  are  wont  to  call  Confession  and  Avoid- 
ance. Knowing  that  his  report  would  be  read  on 
both  sides  of  the  water,  he  could  not  write  aught 
but  his  present  pleasant  rose-leaf  report.  But, 
say — what  he  could  say  if  he  was  untrammeled 
by  his  sense  of  honor  and  courtesies  received, 
would  fill  a  small  book — and  it  would  make  some 
of  our  homeopathic  colleges  wince  and  wriggle. 
Let  Clarke  and  Dyce  Brown  ask  him  what  he 
thinks  of  the  treatment  of  acute  prostatitis — not 
for  publication — and  see  if  he  doesn't  wink  the 
other  eye.  But  he  was  a  good  fellow,  was  Sear- 
son,  and  he  will  find  a  warm  welcome  when  he 
returns  to  our  shores  at  some  other  day. 

— Some  time  not  so  very  long  ago,  a  persistent 
picture  drummer  struck  the  city  of  Cleveland 
with  a  proposition  to  place  the  pictures  of  all 
Cleveland  homeopathic  physicians  on  one  large 
card  to  be  sold  to  the  profession  at  a  certain  fig- 
ure. He  was  such  a  courteous,  but  albeit  per- 
sistent, solicitor,  that  he  secured  many  pictures, 
though  not  all,  and  at  last,  so  we  are  informed, 
for  we  have  not  yet  seen  a  copy  of  it,  he  isuued 
his  group  picture,  with  the  late  Nathaniel  Schnei- 
der as  the  central  portrait.  But  this  man  did  not 
keep  his  promises  to  many  Cleveland  physicians, 
of  whom  we  are  one,  and  hence  we  take  this 
occasion  to  caution  other  homeopathic  communi- 
ties against  a  repetition  of  the  deal. 

— The  people  of  many  cities  are  being  scared 
into  a  blue  conniption  fit,  because  of  typhoid 
fever-laden  water.  The  spectacular  health  officer 
of  Cleveland  finds  abundant  occasion  for  seeing 
himself  in  print  almost  every  day,  and  sometimes 
oftener.  A  large  deal  is  on  for  saddling  a  costly 
filtration  plant  on  the  city  tax  duplicate,  and  in 
certain  quarters  the  wriggling,  sizzling  bacteria 
are  pictured  and  talked  about  until  the  poor,  or 
rather,  ignorant  householder  doesn't  know 
whether  he's  afoot  or  on  horseback.  Only  a 
little  while  ago  there  was  issued  a  ukase  from  the 
health  officer  to  the  effect  that  neither  milk  nor 
beer  should  be  drunk,  because  milkmen  washed 
their  cans  with  lake  water,  and  the  barkeepers 
washed  their  glasses  with  the  same !  But  our 
alert  Mayor,  Tom  Johnson,  put  a  pin  into  this 
inflated  toy  balloon,  when  he  announced  that  he 
had  had  examinations  made  of  the  lake  water  by 
experts  elsewhere,  and  that  the  results  disprove 
the  findings  of  our  city  bacteriologist.  At  the 
same  meeting  Dr.  Rosenwater,  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  laughed  at  the  bug-theory  and  its  ridicu- 
lous advocates,  declaring  that  he  drank  the  lake 


water  directly  from  the  tap  at  all  times,  and  that 
he  had  yet  to  find  a  case  of  typhoid  among  people 
who  did  likewise.  The  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Service  started  out  a  few  days  ago  to  ex- 
amine the  water  meters  in  some  of  the  houses 
from  which  typhoid  fever  cases  were  reported, 
it  having  been  claimed  that  the  germs  lodged  in 
these  meters  and  bred  immense  colonies,  and  lo ! 
he  was  unable  to  find  less  than  one-half  of  the 
houses  reported :  the  remaining  number  being 
"  fakes,"  thus  showing  that  a  deep  political 
scheme  is  at  work.  This  same  indefatigable 
bacteriologist,  not  satisfied  with  condemning  our 
lake  water,  has  turned  his  attention  to  the  many 
"  pure  "  spring  waters  sold  at  round  figures,  and 
in  all  these,  so  far  as  one  may  infer,  he  finds 
typhoid  fever  germs.  He  will  not  give  the  name 
of  the  waters :  and  thus,  practically  condemns 
them  all.  Now  what  is  a  person  to  do?  Have 
we  reached  that  pinnacle  of  bugteriological  non- 
sense that  we  shall  have  to  boil  our  ice? 

— We  hear  from  Dr.  H.  F.  Biggar,  who  has 
just  returned  from  a  trip  to  New  York  City,  that 
Dr.  T.  Y.  Kinne,  of  Paterson,  has  died.  Par- 
ticulars, however,  are  lacking. 

■ — We  hear  from  various  nearby  sources  that 
a  new  homeopathic  journal  has  been  started  in 
the  West,  one  of  whose  published  promises  is 
that  "  it  will  be  a  liberal  journal."  No  doubt  of 
that  whatever.  Anybody  can  be  liberal  in  home- 
opathy— in  fact,  a  good  many  journals  which 
still  hang  out  for  homeopathy  are  obliged  to  be 
liberal  in  order  to  secure  advertisements  enough 
to  pay  the  printer  and  postage.  They  club  the 
alleged  journal  with  cheap  literary  magazines, 
or  offer  prizes  of  cheap,  left-over,  shop-worn 
instruments,  or  second  editions  of  books  in  order 
to  get  some  subscribers.  In  every  such  case  the 
liberality  is  of  such  nature  that  it  advocates  no 
principle,  is  afraid  to  speak  the  truth,  and  takes 
out  its  chief  work  in  praising  cheap  country 
doctors  and  their  cheaper  prototypes  of  the  city. 
They  dare  not  have  an  opinion,  even  if  the  hav- 
ing of  an  opinion  once  a  year  were  a  possibility 
with  them.  That  other  Diogenes  who  has  been 
seeking  a  truly-for-sure  homeopathic  journal,  re- 
ferred to  by  our  genial  friend  the  editor  of  the 
Critique,  is  one  of  that  upper-air-and-solar-walk 
kind  of  people,  who  would  rather  see  a  patient 
die  in  the  odor  of  his  peculiar  homeopathic  sanc- 
tity than  have  him  get  well  with  a  dose  of  castor 
oil  or  a  blue  pill.  There  are  a  few  of  such 
people  still  remaining  here  and  there.  The  edi- 
tor who  hopes  to  please  everybody  all  the  time  is 
a  pretty  large-sized  idiot. 

— We  note  that  Dr.  Searson  has  taken  the 
London  offices  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  J. 
Compton  Burnett.  We  hope  this  successor  to 
the  practice  of  the  late  Richard  Hughes,  and  now 
occupier  of  the  offices  of  another  great  man,  may 
be  truly  successful. 

— The  Milo  Drug  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  prints 
the  half-tone  picture  of  a  beautiful  young  lady 
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in  the  advertising  pages  of  current  mag- 
azines, apparently  as  a  Remedy  for  Intemper- 
ance, package  sent  five.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
closely  written  ad  thai  differs  from  others  of 
this  ilk.  ami  which  has  not  been  before  the  public 
for  many  years;  but  this  attractive  picture  will 
hold  the  reader  for  just  long  enough  to  learn, 
from  a  scanning'  of  the  letterpress,  how  this 
beautiful  woman  was  cured  of  intemperance,  or 
why  her  graceful  picture  graces  so  graceless  an 
ad.  But  there  is  nothing  in  the  ad  to  account 
for  the  picture.  It  is  merely  a  bait.  We  never 
yet  knew  any  of  these  secret  remedies  adminis- 
tered in  tea  or  coffee  or  other  vehicle  accomplish- 
ing anything  hut  disastrous  failure.  The  only 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  place  such  victims — of 
alcohol  or  drug  addiction — under  restraint,  and 
give  individual  attention  until  restored  to  sanity. 
We  know  of  two  individual  instances  where  the 
Oppenheimer  Institutes  have  rescued  and  totally 
restored  two  gentlemen,  the  one  an  alcoholic 
ruin,  the  other  a  morphine  fiend,  to  complete 
sanity  and  health.  The  process  adopted  is  hu- 
mane in  the  extreme,  and  the  ex-patients  speak 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  courtesy  and  attention 
of  the  Institute,  which  is  more  like  a  private 
house,  with  soft  hearts  and  hands  and  skilled 
professional  people  giving  personal  attention. 

— The  Pacific  Coast  Journal  of  Homeopathy 

has  not  included  its  Rundschau  for  an  issue  or 
two.  Its  readers  must  miss  it  as  much  as  we, 
and  all  join  in  the  hope  that  the  able  editor  may 
soon  find  time  and  the  inclination  to  fill  in  that 
very  important  department. 

— It  is  a  question  in  the  mind  of  a  great  many 
of  the  older  physicians  why  there  is  so  much 
typhoid  fever  reported  by  the  newer  crop  of  phy- 
sicians. Ten  years  ago  the  most  of  us  saw  a 
case  of  typhoid  fever  occasionally,  and  it  was 
only  occasionally  and  something  to  be  worried 
about;  to-day  it  is  as  common  as  whooping-cough 
or  measles,  in  that  older  time  we  treated  many 
cases  of  bilious  fever,  malarial  fever,  continued 
fevers,  intermittent  fever,  lung  fever,  fevers  gen- 
erated by  wrongs  in  the  spleen,  in  the  kidneys, 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  body;  now  every  little 
rise  in  temperature  is  promptly  blackmailed  as 
typhoid  fever;  and  so  typhoid  fever  to-day  is 
frequently  cured  in  a  weeks  time!  This  is  true 
also  of  diphtheria.  Every  little  patch  on  the 
tonsil  is  called  diphtheria  by  the  modern  bai 
teriological  school  of  doctors;  antitoxin  is  shol 
into  the  unsuspecting  and  unguilty  victim,  and 
tlu-  diphtheria  is  cured!  How  many  of  the  older 
doctors  believe  that  Mark  Hanna  ever  had  ty- 
phoid, or  that  hi'  died  with  it  or  of  it?  If  any 
second-rate,  slab-town,  Tennessee.'  graduated  doc- 
tor [with  apologies  to  Tennessee]  had  taken 
three  weeks  to  discover  that  his  patient  had  ty- 
phoid fever,  and  not  then  until  some  hugteriolo- 
gist  spoiled  good  broth  in  order  to  find  the 
germ  in  the  man's  blood,   what   would  the  com- 


munity think  of  him?     And  what  would  the)    do 

t'i   him? 

— To  shovi  the  differences  in  opinion  on  mat- 
ters that  concern  most  intimately  our  lives,  take 
the  instance  of  consumption  cures  as  follows: 
Out  in  Colorado  they  live  out  of  doors  in  tents 
in  an  equable  atmosphere  surrounded  by  il"\vers 
iid  beautiful  scenery.  In  Florida  and  California 
all  semblance  of  winter  and  winter's  colds  are 
taken  from  the  patient,  and  everything  is  done 
to  make  him  comfortable.  In  another  Iocalit)  it 
has  been  found  that  walking  on  all  Tours  is  a 
sovereign  remedy  and  cure.  In  some  part  of 
New  Jersey  men  go  naked,  deep  in  the  open  air, 
under  a  blanket,  and  each  daj  for  a  number  of 
hours  lie  buried  in  the  ground.  But  the  extreme 
is  found  in  the  Adirondack  mountains  where 
with  the  temperature  thirty  degrees  below  zero, 
the  consumptive  is  caused  to  sleep  out  of  doi 
And  marvelous  to  relate,  in  all  these  instances  the 
patients  grow  better,  and  some  recover  com- 
pletely. 

— The  death  of  Dr.  Florence  W.  Hunt,  of 
Chicago,  for  years  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State 
Board  of  Health,  recalls  the  story  of  her  discus- 
sion of  a  paper  on  castration.  Dr.  J.  B.  Murphy 
reported  a  double  castration  in  which  "  for  cos- 
metic purposes,"  as  he  expressed  it,  he  inserted 
two  celluloid  balls.  Dr.  Hunt  inquired  if  this 
would  likely  become  customary  in  the  future,  and 
upon  being  assured  that  it  probably  would,  she  re- 
marked :  "  Then  I  would  suggest.  Mr.  President, 
that  in  future  the  matter  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  law,  in  the  interest  of  women,  requiring 
that  everv  such  a  man  be  compelled  to  wear  a 
hell!" 

— On  the  evening  of  Friday,  March  4th,  the 
Faculty  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical 
College  tendered  the  students  of  the  college  an 
entertainment  with  smoker,  consisting,  among 
other  desirable  means  for  recreation,  of  an  excel- 
lent vaudeville  entertainment  with  some  of  the 
best  talent  to  be  had  in  that  city,  and  all  followed 
by  refreshments,  ddie  evening  proved  most  satis- 
factory. Upwards  of  two  hundred  students  and 
professors  met  together  in  the  senior  amphi- 
theater and  had  a  jolly  night  of  it.  It  is  tin- 
policy  of  this  rehabilitated  college  to  maki 
pleasant  as  possible  the  relations  between  teacher 
and  student;  and  as  the  Students  had  entertained 
the  Faculty  two  or  three  times  in  their  llalme- 
mannian  Society,  this  smoker  resulted  in  return. 
This  report  hut  verities,  what  we  had  alreadj 
noted  in  our  day  in  their  "  midst,"  that  the  New- 
York  College  is  in  tin-  business  of  making  its 
graduates  the  very  best  physicians  ever,  and  to 
1  a  deep  interesl  in  the  work  by  closely  ally- 
ing tin  in  to  the  Faculty,  in  other  ways  than  the 
mere  reading  or  lecturing  from  the  desk.  There 
1-  nothing  in  all  the  wide  world  for  cementing  a 
lifelong  friendship  like  an  occasional  stretching 
of  the  feet  under  the  mahogany.  Well,  good  luck 
to  you.  "boys,"  both  in  the  pulpit  and  the  pews. 
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— The  North  American  Journal  of  Homeop- 
athy for  March,  in  its  "  Societies  and  Current 
Events,"  publishes  a  communication  from  the 
Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  recount- 
ing the  meeting  held  on  January  28,  in  which  we 
were  elected  to  secretaryship — as  we  explained  in 
our  own  last  issue.  Not  satisfied  with  this  piling 
of  a  great  honor  upon  us,  it  insists  further  on 
making  us  father  to  a  series  of  resolutions  which 
are  all  well  enough  in  their  way,  but  which,  like 
Horatio's  philosophy,  were  never  dreamt  of  by 
ourself,  and,  hence,  never  delivered  to  the  Soci- 
ety. On  the  eventful  evening  in  question  we 
were  in  New  York,  recovering  from  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  New  York  "  boys."  The  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  Society  shows  some  rather  peculiar 
inventive  ingenuity.  Where  next  it  will  have  our 
august  name  placarded  is  a  matter  of  conjecture : 
but  there  seem  to  be  no  heights  known  to  fame 
and  virtue  to  which  we  may  not  in  the  next  few 
months  be  accredited.  And  this  pleasant  lie 
above  noted,  having  appeared  in  the  responsible 
North  American  Journal,  will  be  copied  and 
printed  right  and  left,  and  given  large  advertise- 
ment. 

— The  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy  for  the  Boston  meeting  reached  us 
this  morning  (March  17)  and  we  stop  the  press 
to  say  that  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  this  handsome 
volume  with  its  very  perfect  report  of  so  many 
important  matters  could  not  have  been  on  the 
professional  table  as  early  as  its  most  recent 
predecessor  was  placed  there.  The  Secretary 
makes  no  excuse  for  the  delay,  indeed  merely  re- 
fers to  the  fact  that  the  responsibility  is  all  his 
own ;  which  is  generous  enough  but  does  not  ex- 
plain. The  explanation  will  doubtless  be  forth- 
coming at  the  Niagara  Falls  meeting.  We  have 
looked  through  the  printed  volume  for  some 
hours  and  are  charmed  with  its  perfectness  of 
print  and  arrangement ;  and,  as  already  said,  its 
correctness  of  report.  We  find  our  former  criti- 
cisms on  the  printing  and  publication  of  the 
prayers  and  forms  of  putting  the  parliamentary 
motions  to  have  no  point  in  this  present  volume ; 
for  the  prayers — two  are  all  we  can  find — have 
been  put  into  blank  verse  by  some  scholar  and 
read  very  nicely  ;  while  the  parliamentary  motion 
is  curtailed.  Evidently  the  newer  stenographers 
were  experts  and  knew  their  business.  We  read 
with  interest  the  report  made  by  Charles  Epi- 
grammatic Walton  on  the  printing  of  the  Trans- 
actions in  journal  form.  We  note  what  he  says 
about  the  cutting  out  of  much  of  the  usual  per- 
functory matter,  in  all  of  which  we  most  heartily 
agree ;  for  it  is  a  fact  that  much  that  has  been 
printed  in  the  past  was  a  form  of  procedure 
handed  down  from  Secretary  to  Secretary  with 
but  little  worth,  and  was  of  use  chiefly  to  the 
pharmacists  and  drug-houses  in  finding  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  membership  for  commercial  pur- 
poses ;  but  if  it  be  deemed  essential  that  these 
statistical  things  shall  appear  then  we  would  sug- 
gest that  the  Executive  Committee  &  Co.  print 


the  Transactions  as  now  presented,  but  cut  out 
all  the  medical  and  surgical  papers,  for  these,  as 
one  of  the  disputants  truly  says,  are  but  rarely 
read  in  the  Transactions,  having  been  printed 
and  circulated  for  months  preceding,  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  school,  and  let  the  Transactions  con- 
sist of  the  business  done  during  that  one  hour, 
or  more,  each  morning,  and  the  statistical  report 
of  T.  Franklin  Smith.  But  the  book  as  a  whole, 
as  now  presented,  is  a  fine  one,  and  is  a  credit  to 
the  Secretary,  and  those  others  who  assisted  in 
the  arranging,  printing,  and  publishing. 

— A  correspondent  wants  to  know  if  it  be  true 
that  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  is  to 
be  the  guest  of  the  "  bath  mit "  company  at 
Niagara  Falls ;  also  if  it  be  true  that  the  walking 
delegate  of  this  concern  did  labor  with  the  proper 
parties  at  Boston  in  order  to  secure  their  consent 
to  bring  the  Institute  to  Niagara  Falls;  also  if  it 
be  true  that  several  of  the  Institute  officials  are 
large  stockholders  in  the  *'  bath  mit "  concern. 
We  offer  no  hundred  dollar  prize  for  best  an- 
swers, nor  shall  we  print  and  publish  the  answers 
in  pamphlet  form  for  college  purposes— as  Dewey 
has  done  with  his  splendid  homeopathic  papers. 
But  isn't  it  funny  how  commercialism  is  sweep- 
ing into  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy? 
First  it  was  the  colleges  who  felt  the  iron  hand 
of  commerce;  now  mayhap  it  reaches  directly 
into  the  very  vitals  of  the  Institute.     What  next  ? 

— The  American  Monthly  Review  of  Re- 
views for  March  sustains  its  reputation  in  high- 
class  monthly  journalism.  Very  full  and  inter- 
esting treatment  is  given  to  the  war  in  the  far 
East.  The  whole  story  of  the  conflict  up  to  date 
is  told  in  "  The  Progress  of  the  World,"  the 
reader  being  carried  through  the  mass  of  news 
until  he  reaches  safely  a  graphic,  accurate  pic- 
ture of  what  has  actually  happened.  The  men  of 
action  and  counsel  in  cabinet  and  in  command 
on  land  and  sea,  who  are  "  doing  things  "  for 
Russia  and  Japan,  are  presented  in  brief  pen  pic- 
tures with  portraits,  making  the  reader  familiar 
with  all  the  prominent  statesmen,  diplomats,  ad- 
mirals, and  generals.  An  unusually  large  num- 
ber of  contributed  articles  of  special  timeliness 
make  up  the  "  Features  "  section  of  the  maga- 
zine. Besides  the  articles  on  the  Russian  and 
Japanese  commanders,  there  are  appreciative 
sketches  of  the  late  Senator  Hanna.  the  late 
Hermann  von  Hoist,  the  historian,  and  the  new- 
Papal  secretary  of  state,  Cardinal  Merry  del  Val. 
A  descriptive  article,  copiously  illustrated,  on  the 
Baltimore  fire,  is  supplemented  by  a  thoughtful 
paper,  the  "  Lessons  of  the  Baltimore  Disaster." 
In-  William  J.  Fryer,  an  architectural  expert. 
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Indigestion. 

BY    J.    W.    P.    SMITHWICK,    M.  D. 

This  is  truly  an  American  disease  and,  with 
its  train  of  depending  symptoms  and  manifi 
tions,  forms  a  very  formidable  one  for  the  med- 
ical man.  Not  a  few  are  troubled,  indeed  it  is  no 
more  than  what  I  expect,  to  hear  all  whom  T 
meet  complain  of  the  disease  in  some  one  ot  its 
various  forms.  Our  mode  of  living,  our  habits, 
our  occupations,  and  our  pleasures  are  conduc- 
ive to  its  development.  The  babe  at  its  mother's 
breast  is  affected,  as  well  as  its  aged  grand-par- 
ents. It  is  the  common  heirloom  of  all,  and,  like 
the  "  skeeter,"  has  come  to  stay. 

The  symptoms  are  too  well  known  to  all  to  re- 
quire any  comment.  Suffice  it  to  state  that  a 
person  suffering  from  indigestion  may  have  any 
and  all  symptoms  of  almost  any  other  disease, 
and  will  frequently  come  complaining  of  some 
other  trouble,  which  must  not  lead  you  astray. 

The  treatment  is  what  interests  us  most  as 
phvsicians,  and  it  is  the  treatment  which  gives 
tbi  best  results  that  we  desire.  Most  cases  are 
suffering  with  constipation,  a  torpid  liver,  as  they 
say,  and  we  say,  a  duodenal  catarrh,  which  may 
extend  up  to  and  into  the  stomach  and  down, 
for  a  greater  or  less  distance,  the  small  intestine. 
Tbis  is  the  form  that  gives  me  the  greatest 
amount  of  trouble,  and  for  which  I  am  consulted 
the  greatest  number  of  times.  The  patients  come 
complaining  of  "  biliousness,"  with  coated 
tongues,  foul  smelling  breath,  poor  appetite, 
which  is  capricious,  formation  of  gases  in  the 
bowels,  which  are  often  in  a  swollen  condition, 
and  cause  more  or  less  pain  and  uneasiness ;  the 
bowels  are  in  a  constipated  condition,  and  there 
is  a  long  train  of  symptoms  which  are  familiar 
to  all. 

I  hold  that  the  reports  of  clinical  cases  are  of 
far  greater  value  to  the  practising  physician  than 
all  the  theory  that  can  be  printed,  and  for  that 
reason  principally,  submit  the  report  of  the  fol- 
lowing cases  of  various  forms  of  indigestion, 
which  I  have  recently  treated,  viz. : 

A.  G.,  male,  aged  twenty-four  years,  occupa- 
tion,  clerk.     Consulted   me   for   periodically  oc- 


curring attacks  of  biliousness.  Said  that  he 
never  felt  well  as  he  formerly  did.  Appetite  and 
relish  for  food  was  poor,  tongue  coated,  breath 
fi  ml  smelling,  bad  and  unnatural  taste  in  mouth 
on  rising  in  morning,  bowels  constipated,  bowels 
swollen  and  tympanitic,  urine  highly  colored,  and 
skin  was  thick  and  inactive  in  appearance.  T 
gave  remedies  which  brought  relief,  but  it  was 
not  permanent  Raving  my  attention  called 
about  tbis  time  to  Freligh's  (Dr.  Freligh  is  a 
homeopathic  practitioner  ot"  New  York  for  many 
years)  liver  medicine,  1  examined  its  formula 
(chelidonium,  chionanthus,  helonias,  hydrastis, 
leptandra,  mix,  podoph.  pel.)  and  concluded  to 
try  it.  I  ordered  eight  drops  in  a  wine  glass  of 
water  before  each  meal,  and  was  pleased  to  note 
a  considerable  improvement  in  a  few  days.  \ 
directed  him  to  keep  it  up  for  some  time,  four 
weeks  or  more,  during  all  of  which  time  it  acted 
charmingly — dispelling  all  the  symptoms,  so  that 
the  patient  said  he  felt  like  a  new  man.  After 
the  first  four  weeks  I  directed  him  to  continue  it 
in  morning  closes  of  ten  drops  for  two  weeks.  \ 
year  or  more  has  now  passed,  and  he  informs  me 
he  has  had  no  symptoms  of  a  return  of  the 
trouble,  and  that  he  feels  perfectly  well  in  all 
respects. 

N.  C.  X.,  male,  aged  twenty-six,  teacher  by 
profession.  Came  to  my  office  complaining  of 
indigestion.  Gave  symptoms  as  follows:  Several 
hours  after  eating  there  is  distress  in  n  ion 
stomach,  amounting  to  actual  pain  at  times,  for- 
mation of  large  quantities  of  gases  in  the  bowels, 
which  were  passed  alike  by  the  anus  and  mouth, 
slight  acid  eructations  at  times,  bowels  consti- 
pated, tongue  considerably  furred,  breath  of  a 
bad  odor,  and  a  general  feeling  of  malaise  and 
indifference.      At  times  he  suffer  i  ely  from 

a  frontal  headache.  I  ordered  Freligh's  liver 
medicine,  in  ten  drop  doses,  in  a  wine  glass  of 
water,  night  and  morning.  In  one  week  he  re- 
ported he  felt  considerably  better,  but  that  h 
thought  the  medicine  was  causing  too  many 
evacuations  of  the  bowels.  I  found  that  he  had, 
as  a  rule,  from  three  to  five,  and  directed  him  to 
taken  seven  or  eight  drops  of  the  medicine,  but 
if  he  found  that  his  bowels  did  not  act  properly 
with  that  dose  to  increase  it  as  indications  seemed 
to  warrant,  lie  did  so,  and  informed  me,  about 
two  weeks  later,  that  he  was  doing  well,  that  the 
dose  of  eight  drops  of  the  medicine  was  entirely 
sufficient.  I  directed  that  it  be  continued  for 
two  weeks  longer,  as  first  began,  and  then  take 
only  a  morning  dose  of  ten  drops  for  two  v 


at  which  time  to  stop  it  entirely,  and  to  report  if 
any  trouble  appeared.  I  saw  no  more  of  him 
until  about  six  months  later,  when  he  informed 
me  that  he  was  doing  well,  and  had  been  all  the 
time  since  the  medicine  was  discontinued. 


Muscular    Soreness     and   Rheumtism    Due  to  a 
Grip. 

In  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  articular  rheu- 
matism, Hobart  A.  Hare,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Therapeutics  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
and  editor  of  the  Therapeutic  Gazette,  says : 
"  Any  substance  possessing  strong  antipyretic 
power  must  be  of  value  under  such  circum- 
stances." He  further  notes  that  the  analgesic 
power  of  the  coal-tar  products  "  must  exert  a 
powerful  influence  for  good."  The  lowering  of 
the  fever,  no  doubt,  quiets  the  system  and  re- 
moves the  delirium  which  accompanies  the  hy- 
perpyrexia, while  freedom  from  pain  saves  an 
immense  amount  of  wear,  and  places  the  patient 
in  a  better  condition  for  recovery.  The  re- 
searches of  Guttman  show  conclusively  that 
these  products  possess  a  direct  anti-rheumatic  in- 
fluence, and  among  those  remedies,  antikamnia 
stands  pre-eminent  as  an  analgesic  and  antipy- 
retic. Hare  in  the  last  edition  of  his  Practical 
Therapeutics,  says :  "  Salol  renders  the  intestinal 
canal  antiseptic."  This  is  much  needed  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism.  In  short,  the  value  of 
salol  in  rheumatic  conditions  is  so  well  under- 
stood and  appreciated  that  further  comment  s 
unnecessary.  The  statements  of  Professors  Hare 
and  Guttmann  are  so  well  known  and  to  the 
point,  and  have  been  verified  so  often,  that  we 
are  not  surprised  that  the  wide-awake  manufac- 
turers placed  "  antikamnia  and  salol  tablets " 
on  the  market.  Each  of  these  tablets  contains 
two  and  one-half  grains  of  antikamnia  and  two 
and  one-half  grains  of  salol.  The  proper  pro- 
portion of  the  ingredients  is  evidenced  by  the 
popularity  of  the  tablets  in  all  rheumatic  condi- 
tions, and  particularly  in  that  condition  of  mus- 
cular soreness  which  accompanies  and  follows 
the  grip.  The  Antikamnia  Chemical  Company. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will  send  samples  to  physicians 
on  application.     Please  mention  this  journal. 


The  Cough  Sequela  of  La  Grippe. 

Dr.  John  McCarty,  of  Briggs,  Texas  (Louis- 
ville Medical  College),  in  giving  his  personal 
experience  with  this  condition,  writes  as  follows : 
'  Ten  years  ago  I  had  la  grippe  severely  and 
every  winter  since,  my  cough  has  been  almost  in- 
tolerable. During  January,  1902,  I  received  a 
sample  of  antikamnia  and  heroin  tablets  and  be- 
gan taking  them  for  my  cough,  which  had  dis- 
tressed me  all  winter,  and  as  they  gave  me  prompt 
relief,  I  ordered  an  ounce  box  which  I  have  since 
taken  with  continued  good  results.  Last  fall  I 
again  ordered  a  supply  of  antikamnia  and  heroin 
tablets  and  I  have  taken  them  regularly  all  win- 
ter and  have  coughed  but  verv  little.     I  take  one 


tablet  every  three  or  four  hours,  and  they  not  only 
stop  the  cough,  but  make  expectoration  easy  and 
satisfactory." 

♦ 

Items  of  Interest. 

— "  The  treatment  of  inflammation  through 
the  medium  of  antiphlogistine  has  the  indorse- 
ment of  every  active  practitioner  as  the  most  ap- 
proved method  of  curative  procedure." 

— Constipation,  always  lurking  danger,  is  all 
the  more  prominent  at  this  season  of  the  year 
when  the  more  or  less  confinement  of  the  winter 
months  has  added  to  the  sluggishness  of  the 
bowels. 

To  constipation  with  the  backing  up  of  the 
ptomaines  and  toxins  in  the  system  may  be  traced 
various  symptoms  on  account  of  which  the  laity 
at  this  time  popularly  suppose  that  they  need  a 
spring  tonic.  What  they  really  need  in  most 
cases  is  the  proper  cleansing  of  the  intestinal 
tract.  Many  drugs  or  combinations  of  drugs 
have  been  used  to  give  the  laxative  or  cathartic 
effect,  but  all  are  more  or  less  harmful  in  cases 
of  habitual  constipation. 

In  pancrobilin,  which  contains  3-4  grain  of  ox 
bile  and  3-4  grain  of  enzymes  of  the  pancreas,  we 
have  an  ideal  remedy  in  the  shape  of  a  pill  for 
habitual  constipation.  Pancrobilin  is  so  prepared 
that  it  is  not  affected  by  the  digestion  of  the 
stomach  and  acts  only  in  the  intestines,  where  it 
not  only  aids  in  the  digestion  of  the  food,  but 
stimulates  the  villi  to  absorption  and  also  stimu- 
lates peristalsis. 

Habitual  constipation  in  children  can  be  over- 
come by  taking  5  or  10  drops  of  the  liquid  pan- 
crobilin, once  or  twice  a  day. 

— Have  you  tried  hydrozone  on  that  trouble- 
some disease — acne  ?  If  not,  send  to  Mr.  Charles 
Marchand,  57  Prince  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
for  his  book  "  The  Therapeutical  Applications  of 
Hydrozone  and  Glycozone." 

— When  in  need  of  a  carriage  lamp  send  to 
R.  E.  Dietz  Company,  60  Laight  Street,  New 
York  City,  for  a  copy  of  their  Lamp  Book;  an 
admirable  brochure  on  the  subject. 

— One  of  the  high  officials  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, who  is  conducting  an  independent  inspec- 
tion of  the  various  New  York  theaters,  expressed 
himself  as  being  most  highly  pleased  with  the 
excellent  condition  in  which  he  found  the  Proc- 
tor houses.  "  There  are  no  theaters  in  the  city." 
he  said,  "  where  a  proportionately  greater  vacant 
floor  space  is  found  than  in  the  Proctor  houses." 
The  safety  of  a  theater  depends  not  so  much  on 
the  number  of  its  exits,  but  to  their  availability 
and  arrangement.  In  the  Proctor  theaters  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  have  a  panic  of 
serious  proportions,  since  the  space  around  the 
exits  is  cleared,  and  there  are  no  narrow  passages 
in  which  an  excited  crowd  might  become  massed. 
The  possibility  of  a  blaze  is  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum by  the  adoption  of  every  safety  device,  and 
this  extra  floor  space  further  safeguards  the  au- 
dience by  rendering  impossible  even  a  causeless 
panic. 
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Theodore   Y.   Kinne. 


The  death  of  Dr.  Kinne  comes  to  us  with  all 
the  vividness  and  intimate  irrepressible  sorrow  of 
a  near  relative.  It  is  difficult  to  frame  language 
sufficiently  cold  and  perfunctory  to  speak  of  his 
lise,  in  a  public  journal.  Love  and  affection 
tug  at  our  heart  and  clamor  for  expression. 

From  a  private  letter  we  cull  the  following : 
"Dr.  Kinne  had  been  working  very  hard  and 
steadily  with  a  condition  of  the  heart  that  should 
have  kept  him  absolutely  quiet.  For  some  little 
time  he  had  been  unable  to  go  up  a  pair  of  stairs 
without  sitting  down  and  resting  on  the  way. 
The  Sunday  before  his  funeral — he  died  suddenly 
on  Friday,  March  4 — he  was  out  to  church  and 
doing  his  work  that  day.     Monday  he  insisted  on 


getting  up  with  a  list  of  thirty  or  forty  calls  for 
ay,  and  it  took  him  an  hour  and  a  half  to 
get  dressed  and  come  down  to  his  library  where 
he  finally  succumbed.  His  cousin,  Dr.  Porter 
Kinne.  was  sent  for,  and  after  a  while  they  got 
him  upstairs  and  Dr.  St.  Clair  Smith  was  sum- 
moned. Dr.  Smith  told  me  that  when  he  went 
over  the  first  night  he  found  his  heart  so  rapid 
as  to  be  uncountable,  and  bis  condition  very  bad, 
and  that  he  did  not  expect  him  to  live  through 
the  night.  Thursday  night  Dr.  Smith  was  again 
with  him  and  about  one  o'clock  he  seemed  to  be 
doing  very  well.  Dr.  Smith  told  him  that  he 
thought  he  had  pulled  through  his  attack  and 
that  he  was  going  to  get  along  all  right.  He 
went  to  lie  down,  and  an  hour  or  so  later  was 
summoned  only  to  find  that  the  good  man  had 
gone!  You  probably  know  that  Dr.  Kinne  had  a 
bad  attack  of  his  heart  while  at  the  Cleveland 
meeting  and  there  had  been  trouble  there  for 
some  while.  It  was  his  desire,  however,  to  work 
right  up  to  the  end.  and  he  continued  to  d  1 

With  his  birth  and  ancestry  and  all  those  other 
littlenesses  which  go  to  fill  up  the  usual  obituary 
column,  we  do  not  concern  ourself.  Those  are 
matters  for  the  newspaper,  the  .statistical  his- 
torian, and  the  biographer.  We,  and  with  us, 
all  good,  loving  men,  women,  and  homeopaths 
the  whole  world  over  are  deeply  concerned  in  that 
we  have  lost  an  exemplary  gentleman,  brother, 
and  practitioner. 

Personally,  we  have  known  him  from  the  first 
moment  of  our  stepping  into  the  charmed  circle 
of  the  Church  of  Homeopathy.  We  met  him  at 
Saratoga  in  1886,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
American  Institute  at  that  place,  and  from  that 
time  forth  we  have  been  in  intimate  relationship 
and  companionship  with  him.  There  was  never 
a  month  in  which  we  did  not  exchange  com- 
munications and  courtesies.  We  regarded  him 
with  all  the  affection  and  admiration,  nay,  even 
more,  that  we  had  for  those  o\  his  associate 
brethren  and  homeopaths  who  have  also  been 
called  to  Eternal  Silence — William  Tod  Hel- 
muth,  Selden  H.  Talcott.  Timothy  Field  Allen, 
Reuben  Ludlam,  1.  T.  Talbot.  Samuel  Lilienthal, 
John  W.  Dowling.  Henry  M.  Smith,  and  the 
other  long  list  of  good  men  and  true. 

It  was  Dr.  Kinne,  who.  as  1 'resident  of  the 
American      Institute     of     Homeopathy     reached 
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down  to  the  rounds  of  our  young  inexperience 
and  medical  obscurity  and  appointed  us  Chairman 
of  the  Section  in  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics with  its  first  session  in  Denver.  Through 
him,  therefore,  it  became  possible  for  us  to  emerge 
from  our  unknown  surroundings  and  win  some 
little  applause  in  the  conduct  of  our  work  at  that 
historic  meeting  and,  possibly,  since.  And  from 
that  time,  as  before,  in  his  official  and  many 
unofficial  positions,  Dr.  Kinne  was  our  friend ; 
never  out  of  patience  with  our  lack  of  patience, 
never  aught  but  the  careful  and  kindly  advising 
friend.  Our  heart  has  always  been  warm  to 
this  rare  combination  of  man,  doctor,  and  homeo- 
path. And  his  sudden  death,  like  a  bolt  out  of 
the  blue,  has  left  an  aching  void  in  the  truest 
sense  of  that  oft-used  and  hackneyed  expression. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  lovable  of  person- 
alities ;  always  debonair,  always  ready  with 
help  and  counsel  and  purse,  at  what  hour  and 
occasion  soever.  Always  on  the  side  of  right 
and  virtue ;  always  found,  like  the  White  Plume 
of  Navarre,  in  the  forefront  of  battle,  where  the 
fight  for  right  was  thickest  and  most  dan- 
gerous ;  always  gentle,  courteous,  persuasive, 
eloquent,  clear-seeing  and  true.  Clean  of  morals 
as  he  was  jocund  of  spirits.  Equable,  shrewd, 
careful,  kind  and  logical. 

Our  last  personal  contact  with  him,  and  we 
thank  God  for  the  happy  circumstance,  was  the 
reunion  last  January  in  New  York  around  the 
festive  board  of  the  Unanimous  Club.  Here 
he  was  in  his  element.  The  youngest  and  hap- 
piest man  at  that  celebrated  mahogany.  He  did 
not  upon  that  occasion  give  evidence  of  age  or 
illness.  None  at  that  Board  gave  a  moment's 
thought  to  the  possibility  of  this  crowning  dis- 
aster overtaking  that  happy  company  so  soon 
thereafter.  His  smile  and  his  laugh  were  cheer- 
ful and  infectious.  His  jest  and  joke  and  story 
without  sting  or  bitterness.  His  love  shining 
throughout  all  his  intercourse  with  his  friends 
and  brethren  then  and  there  and  elsewhere  as 
always  before.  We  loved  him  as  we  have  loved 
few  men  and  only  one  woman.  And  we  love  to 
think  of  him  as  he  was  then,  the  gentle,  smiling, 
happy  philosopher  of  that  memorable  night  at 
the  Unanimous  Club.  Surrounded  and  sup- 
ported by  those  whom  he  loved  and  prized  and 
cherished  to  the  last. 

Of  his  labors  for  Homeopathy  in  the  abstract 
and  for  the  American  Institute  in  especial,  are 
they  not  known  of  all  homeopaths  who  read  the 
journals  and  attend  the  Institute?  Scan  the 
pages  of  the  last  Transactions  as  of  all  its 
predecessor  volumes,  for  years  so  many  that  we 
have  lost  the  count,  and  note  his  loving  interest 
and  activity.  He  was  always  a  faithful  attend- 
ant upon  and  participant  in  the  meetings  of  the 
Institute,  as  he  was  one  of  its  few  remaining 
pillars.  He  fought  the  scission  of  the  latter 
body  until  he  found  it  useless  to  hold  out  longer. 
The  time  had  come — he  said  to  us  in  letters  and 


private  intervews — to  give  away  part  rather  than 
lose  the  whole :  with  him  it  was  a  politic  measure, 
and  politics  in  its  best  sense  means  compromise ; 
but  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life  he  deprecated 
the  break  and  hoped  that  a  few  years  of  sepa- 
rated existence  of  his  favorite  Institute  would 
show  the  membership  the  need  for  reunion  and 
on  homeopathic  rather  than  on  specialty  lines. 
He  was  the  able  chairman  of  the  National 
Homeopathic  Committee  with  a  large  view 
ahead,  to  bring  about  the  mentioned  reunion  and 
to  add  betterment  throughout  all  Homeopathy  in 
order  to  make  his  favorite  school  the  one  and 
paramount  school  in  medicine.  Never  a  living 
proposition  arose  in  the  councils  of  Homeopathy 
wherein  he  was  not  deeply  interested  and  his 
counsel  sought  and  cherished.  Never  a  motion 
before  that  Institute  with  which  he  was  not  per- 
sonally and  intrinsically  familiar  and  which  he 
failed  not  to  guide  from  the  aggressiveness  of  a 
heated  and  partisan  few,  into  channels  of  safety 
and  success.  He  had  seen,  as  have  so  many  of 
the  remnant  homeopaths  of  a  more  recent  time 
seen,  the  threatened  dissolutionn  of  all  the  ties 
which  bound  the  homeopathic  school  together, 
and  the  danger  from  disruption  and  desertion  of 
the  younger  element.  He  had  seen  the  doubtful 
policies  evoked  by  indifferent  or  ignorant  teach- 
ing in  some  of  our  colleges,  and  the  danger  of 
ultimate  disappearance  of  Homeopathy  as  Home- 
opathy, or  its  mere  continuance  as  an  individual 
or  communal  practice.  His  loss  is  a  national 
loss.  And  we  and  all  true  homeopaths  grieve 
because  of  his  taking  at  a  time  when  more  than 
ever  before  the  time  calls  for  men  of  well- 
balanced  temperaments,  strong  personalities  and 
intense  convictions,  looking  before  and  after  with 
a  keen-sightedness  unhappily  so  little  in  evidence 
in  some  departments  of  our  homeopathic  institu- 
tions, and  especially  and  more  deplorably  still 
lacking  in  the  higher  circles  of  the  American 
Institute. 

And  note,  also,  and  finally,  how  this  true  work- 
man in  our  profession,  well  knowing  his  own 
physical  condition,  and  well  able  to  lay  by  and 
rest,  refused  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other,  but 
did  insist  upon  engaging  in  his  appointed  rounds 
as  a  ministering  angel  to  the  other  stricken  ones, 
to  pour  balm  into  their  wounds,  and  to  cheer 
them  to  renewed  activity,  while  he  himself 
carried  the  seeds  of  death  in  his  own  heart.  He 
could  not  but  know  that  his  life  lay  in  extreme 
jeopardy ;  that  he  was  shortening  his  days  by 
continuing  in  the  harness ;  but,  God  be  praised, 
our  noble  brother  refused  to  lengthen  his  days 
by  resort  to  idleness  and  ease.  It  was  noble,  it 
was  grand,  and,  we  say  without  blasphemy,  it 
was  divine. 

Unselfish,  unconcerned  about  himself,  leaving 
that  to  God,  but  all-concerned  in  the  health  and 
happiness  of  his  patients,  he  went  about  doing 
Gfood.  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  that  he 
qive  his  life  for  others. 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


123 


Were  we  solicited  to  suggest  a  characteristic 
epitaph  for  his  mortuary  marble  it  would  be: 

"  It  was  his  desire  to  work  right  up  to  the  end, 
and  he  continued  to  do 

God  be  with  you,  brother,   friend,  lover, 
true  workman.     You  have  fought  the  good  fight, 
and  received  the  laurel. 


flDaterla  flDcMca  flDteccllan\?. 

Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD    ALLEN,    M.    D.,  no  West 
1 2th  Street,   New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are    made   by  number.     (See    issues   ol 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Cof/insonid  Can. 

In  exhaustive  discussion  of  this  remedy.  Dr. 
F.  F.  Laird*8  is  summarized  by  Dr.  Seward: 

Modalities:  Aggravation  from  cold,  after- 
noon and  evening;  in  women  (who  are  far  more 
subject  than  men  to  constipation  and  atonic 
conditions).  Amelioration  from  heat.  The 
modalities  apply  to  the  general  state  of  the 
patient:  the  local  maladies  may  be  greatly 
ameliorated  by  the  stimulant  effect  of  cold. 

Summary:  Collinsonia  produces  (toxic 
effect)    and    cures:    Depressed    arterial    tension, 

neral  atony  of  muscular  fiber,  constipation 
(coprostasis)  due  to  (1)  atony  of  intestinal 
muscles,  (2)  passive  congestion  of  intestinal 
blood-vessels,  (3)  dryness  of  faeces,  hemorrhoids 
due  to  vascular  paralysis,  hemorrhages  from 
passive  congestion    (blood  always  venous). 

Ailments  secondary  to  gastrointestinal 
atony:  Scanty  urine  from  diminished  blood  pres- 
sure (perhaps,  also  from  renal  inadequacy). 
Harassing  dry  cough  (1)  direct  from  passive 
congestion  of  respiratory  tract  (2)  reflex  from 
abdomen  through  solar  plexus  and  vagus. 
Passive  pelvic  and  portal  congestion.  Muscular 
atony  is  the  red  strand  in  the  pathology  of  col- 
li; i-onia. 

In  aesculus,  aloe  and  collinsonia.  nearly  all 
our  writers  speak  of  the  rectum  as  if  it  was  the 
focal  if  not  the  sole  center  of  action;  while,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  these  drugs  necessarily  affect  the 
whole  intestinal  tract,  but  especially  the  large 
intestine.      The    symptoms    of    the    rectum    are 

re  prominent,  because  of  its  more  generous 
vascular  supply  and  (in  its  lower  part)  direct 
connection  with  the  cerebro-spinal  nerve. 

In  these  times  of  excessive  eating  when  nor- 
mal oxidation  is  so  smothered  by  surfeit  as  to 
yield  to  auto-intoxication,  aesculus,  aloe,  col- 
linsonia, nux  (strychnia)  and  sulphur  are  a 
quintette  with  which  every  practicing  physician 
should  be  thoroughly  familiar. 

Herpes  Circinotus  and  Sepia.' 

I.  A  widow,  fifty-six  years  old,  of  a  vigorous 
constitution,  a  blonde  of  very  sanguine  tempera- 


ment, was  suffering  from  herpes  circinatus  on 
the  right  side  of  the  face.  The  eruption  had 
already  spread  itself  over  the  nose,  cheek  and 
upper  lip.  The  patient  had  for  some  time  given 
no  attention  to  it,  but  as  it  kept  extending  she 
was  compelled  to  call  in  a  physician.  Accord- 
ing to  lur  statement  she  had  neither  had  a 
cutaneous  eruption  nor  an\  other  ailment.  She 
received  six  powders  of  sepia  15  and  was  directed 
to  dissolve  one  powder  in  water  every  day  and 
take  the  solution  in  three  portions,  morning, 
noon  and  evening.  At  first  there  was  no  change, 
so  that  the  remedy  had -to  be  given  her  twice. 
But  then  the  herpes  gradually  diminished,  until 
it  finally  disappeared  entirely  and  has  not  re- 
turned in  the  course  of  a  year. 

[Dr.   I.  <  >.  Seward  in  Dearborn's  Dermatology 
says  the  spots  of  eruption  are  round,  circulai 
oval,  reddish  and  scaly:  itching  worse  morning 
and   night:   dark    sallow    complexions,    feci)!' 
torpid     children     with     unhealthy     or     offensive 
secretions.  I 

Rheumatic  Pains  in  the  Joints.     Pulsatilla.— 

Case  reported  by  Dr.  \Y\  J.  Hawkes  -s  : 
Trouble  is  of  one  year's  standing:  a  girl  twenty 
years  of  age;  pain  in  her  joints  is  better  from 
motion  and  worse  in  hot  weather;  there  is  a 
catching  pain  in  the  left  side  on  walking  fast; 
the  pains  shift  rapidly  from  one  place  to 
another;  she  complains  of  much  headache, 
which  is  better  in  the  open  air  and  worse  in  a 
warm  room;  freedom  from  pain  at  night;  sup- 
pression of  menses  for  the  past  four  months. 
This  suppression  was  caused  by  getting  wet, 
especially  her  feet;  severe  cough;  worse  during 
change  of  weather  from  dry  to  wet.  Patient  is 
very  low-spirited;  cries  while  giving  her  symp- 
toms. The  characteristic  symptoms  in  this  ■ 
are.  first,  the  shifting  nature  of  the  pain;  pain 
flying  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another. 
(Rhus  and  mercurius  both  have  rheumatic 
pains  worse  before  and  during  a  storm  or  dam]) 
weather,  hut  only  puis,  has  the  pain  flying 
quickly  from  one  place  to  another);  then  the 
catching  pain  in  the  left  side,  on  walking  fast, 
is  particularly  characteristic  of  puis.;  the  head- 
ache. 1  letter  in  the  open  air  and  worse  in  a  warm 
room;  the  low7  spirits  and  weeping  mood ;  'the 
amenorrhea  from  getting  the  feet  wet.  Puis. 
1  m.,  three  powders,  was  prescribed  October  [3. 
October  20  the  report  was  improvement  in  all 
respects  except  the  cough.  Placebo  was  given 
'her  27  the  report  was  that  the  COUgh  was 
better;  some  aggravation  of  the  the  headache  in 
the  afternoon.  Placebo.  November  10.  general 
improvement.  Placebo.  November  17,  com- 
plains of  flushes  in  the  head  and  face;  other 
symptoms  better,  still  the  menses  have  not  re- 
ared. December  1,  all  symptoms  have  dis- 
appeared excepting  the  amenorrhoea.  The 
patient  has  not  since  reported. 
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Echinacea. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Hermauer 23  in  commenting  upon 
the  value  of  this  remedy  in  blood  poisoning  cites 
the  following  case. 

Mr.  M.,  aged  fifty  years,  scratched  his  leg 
just  above  the  knee  with  a  rusty  nail  while  pack- 
ing some  furniture.  This  was  followed  next 
day  with  swelling,  burning,  lancinating  pains 
through  wound,  nausea,  vomiting,  and  offensive 
diarrhea,  frontal  headache,  rise  of  temperature, 
purplish  areola  around  wound,  general  prostra- 
tion, marked  thirst.  Arsenicum  was  given  in 
different  potencies  without  results.  This  was 
followed  by  lachesis  without  improvement. 
The  wound  began  sloughing  badly,  pains  so 
severe  patient  could  not  rest  day  or  night.  A 
marked  symptom  in  this  case  was  sensitiveness 
to  touch  of  the  affected  part,  he  being  unable  to 
bear  the  least  pressure.  Echinacea  <f>  twenty 
drops  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonful 
every  hour,  was  given  and  a  dressing  of  the 
same  applied  externally.  The  result  being  im- 
mediate improvement,  and  complete  recovery  in 
two  weeks. 

The  special  sphere  of  action  of  this  drug 
seems  to  be  upon  the  fluids  of  the  body.  It 
might  be  termed  an  internal  antiseptic.  We  have 
records  of  it  as  greatly  relieving  the  pains  of 
carcinoma,  and  in  malignant  carbuncles  its 
action  has  been  quick  and  curative ;  also  in  sep- 
tic diarrhea,  and  septic  peritonitis  from  retained 
placenta,  we  have  clinical  evidence  of  its  great 
efficacy. 

[We  can  add  a  word  of  testimony  to  the  won- 
derful results  in  cases  similar  to  above.] 

Some  Heart  Remedies.* 

Actasa  Racemosa. — Heart  affected  by  rheu- 
matic poison;  recurring  attacks  of  pain  resembl- 
ing angina  pectoris ;  left  arm  feels  as  if  bound 
to  the  side;  gloominess. 

Arsenicum. — Endocarditis  and  hypertrophy 
septic  conditions ;  fatty  granular  degeneration 
feebleness  of  heart  with  constant  fainting 
angina  pectoris ;  praaxordial  pain  and  anxiety 
great  aggravation  from  ascending  stairs  or 
climbing  hills. 

Cactus  Grandiflorus. — Acute  carditis  ;  hyper- 
trophy ;  valvular  disease ;  aneurism ;  spasm  of 
heart,  causing  it  to  feel  as  if  compressed  with  an 
iron  band  or  clutched  by  an  iron  hand ;  soreness 
and  constrictive  sensations. 

Kali  Carbonicum. — Cardiac  asthma ;  attacks 
at  2  a.  m.  ;  dyspnoea  so  great  must  sit  up  in  bed, 
leaning  forward  ;  cardiac  cough ;  exophthalmic 
goiter. 

Kalmia  Latifolia. — Cardiac  rheumatism  ; 
much  pain,  with  slow,  weak  pulse;  valvular  in- 
sufficiency ;  pains  in  rheumatic  joints  shift  sud- 
denly to  heart ;  numbness  of  left  arm ;  heart  in- 
termits every  third  or  fourth  beat;  shooting 
pains  through  the  chest  to  scapula. 


Xaja  Tripudians. — Chronic  nervous  palpita- 
tion ;  in  young  subjects  valvular  murmurs  after 
acute  rheumatism,  or  endocardial  murmurs 
following  scarlatina ;  sympathetic  pains  arising 
from  other  organs,  especially  ovaries ;  constric- 
tion and  dyspnoea  in  evening. 

Phosphorus. — Fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart 
associated  with  fatty  degeneration  of  other 
tissues  and  organs ;  right  ventricle  most  af- 
fected ;  venous  stagnation. 

Rhux  Toxicodendron.- — Hypertrophy  from 
over-exertion,  pulse  quick,  weak,  irregular,  in- 
termittent, with  numbness  of  left  arm;  trem- 
bling and  palpitation  when  sitting  still. 

Spigelia. — Violent  palpitations,  with  great 
pressure  on  the  chest ;  shooting  pains  through 
heart  and  down  left  arm,  over  the  chest  and 
down  the  spine ;  rheumatic  carditis ;  pericar- 
ditis ;  endocarditis ;  darting  and  lacerating  pains 
during  acute  exacerbations ;  palpitations  due  to 
worms ;  dyspnoea,  compelling  patient  to  sit  bolt 
upright. 

Lithium  Carb.  in  Heart  Disease. 

Dr.  George  Royal 20  says :  If  you  are  looking 
about  for  a  remedy  to  patch  up  a  heart  which 
has  been  badly  damaged  by  an  attack  of  rheu- 
matic fever  and  calcareous  deposits  do  not  for- 
get lithium  carb.  The  history  will  not  be  one  of 
malaria  followed  by  rheumatic  fever,  but  one 
of  lithiasis,  gout  or  chronic  rheumatism,  fol- 
lowed by  rheumatic  fever  and  calcareous  de- 
posits. As  a  result  vou  will  have  valvular  in- 
sufficiency accompanied  by  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  finger  joints.  The  remedy  will  be 
indicated  when,  in  addition  to  the  above,  you 
have  soreness  and  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart 
aggravated  by  bending  forward ;  this  pain  is 
more  frequent  in  the  morning.  Also  sudden 
jerking  pains  about  the  heart  aggravated  by  any 
excitement ;  not  only  is  this  pain  made  worse 
from  mental  excitement,  but  the  excitement  also 
causes  a  nervous  palpitation  which  increases 
both  the  soreness  and  the  pain  and  brings  on  an 
attack  of  dyspnoea.  Then  you  have  formation  of 
gas  in  the  stomach, which  not  only  causes  satiety 
on  beginning  to  eat,  but  a  sticking,  burning  pain 
upward  from  the  epigastrium.  This  pain. 
caused  by  gas  also  brings  on  attacks  of  dyspnoea 
and  increases  the  soreness  and  pain  above  men- 
tioned. The  urine  is  scanty  and  red  and  there 
is  a  frequent  desire  to  micturate.  The  continued 
use  of  lithium  carb.  6x  will  clear  up  the  urine, 
sweeten  the  stomach,  absorb  some,  if  not  all  of 
the  deposits,  and  make  the  valves  more  pliable, 
so  that,  while  your  patient  will  not  be  cured,  he. 
will  be  immeasurably  improved. 

— The  Bicycle  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent,  a  re- 
print from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  under  the  authorship  of  Dr.  Luther 
Halsey  Gulick,  is  a  bright  little  paper,  and  clearly 
puts  before  the  reader  the  manifold  advantages, 
of  this  favorite  form  of  exercise. 
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Can  Catarrh  be  Cured  by  Internal  Remedies  Alone? 

BY  M.  E.  DOUGLAS,  M.  D„  BALTIMORE,  MD. 


This  question  can  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, or  can  be  answered  in  the  negative.  "  It  all 
depends." 

Routine,  or  careless  prescribing,  will  surely 
bring  negative  results.  On  the  other  hand,  care- 
ful individualization  of  our  cases  will  nearly  al- 
ways, if  not  always,  give  affirmative  results;  and 
give  the  results  more  promptly  than  by  any 
other  method  of  treatment. 

I  have  cured,  or  greatly  benefited,  many  cases 
of  catarrh  by  the  use  of  the  indicated  remedy 
alone;  I  have  cured,  or  greatly  benefited  many 
cases  of  catarrh  by  calling  to  the  aid  of  the  indi- 
cated remedy  such  adjuvants  as  are  commonly 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  with  which  all  physi- 
cians are,  or  should  be,  familiar. 

I  must  say  in  all  candor  and  honesty  that  after 
an  experience  of  twenty-five  years  nearly,  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  well-selected  and 
carefully  prepared  remedy  will  cure  more 
quickly,  and  do  its  work  more  thoroughly  when 
employed  alone  than  when  used  in  connection 
with  sprays,  douches,  gargles,  and  so  forth.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  say  anything  derogatory  of 
these  several  means  in  the  treatment  of  these 
cases ;  in  fact,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  often 
employ  these  measures,  for,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  patients  desire  them,  and  will  have 
them,  even  if  they  have  to  go  elsewhere  for  them. 
I  shall  not  bore  you  with  a  recital  of  clinical 
cases,  but  shall,  instead,  give  the  indications  of 
some  of  the  more  frequently  called  for  remedies, 
as  I  have  found  them,  in  the  treatment  of  the 
disease  under  consideration. 

In  making  a  prescription,  however,  all  the 
symptoms  should  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  any  especially  characteristic  symptom  should 
receive  due  weight.  I  well  remember  one  case 
where  the  patient  mentioned,  casually,  a  sensa- 
tion as  if  the  stockings  were  wet,  and  her  feet 
and  legs  were  cold ;  this  led  me  to  prescribe  cal- 
carea  carbonicum  with  the  happiest  results. 

If  we  cannot  settle  satisfactorily  upon  the 
remedy  at  first,  it  is  far  better  to  give  plain  sugar 
of  milk,  and  take  a  week,  if  needs  be,  to  study 
up  the  case,  than  to  give  a  remedy  not  clearly 
and  positively  indicated. 

I  shall  mention  onlv  those  remedies  which   I 


have  tested  myself,  and  obtained  positive  bene- 
ficial results  from. 

The  first  drug  to  which  I  call  your  attention 
is  the  iodide  of  arsenic.  Its  sphere  of  action 
is  quite  decided.  Its  characteristic  indication  is 
the  peculiar  and  persistently  irritating,  corrosive 
character  of  all  the  discharges.  The  discharge 
is  often  fetid,  not  always ;  it  is  generally  watery, 
not  always ;  the  mucous  membrane,  where  it  has 
its  origin,  is  always  red,  angry,  and  sometimes 
swollen. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  says  of  this  drug:  "  It  is  the 
nearest  to  a  specific  for  catarrhus  sestivus,  or 
hay-fever,  that  we  now  possess." 

In  old  nasal  catarrhs,  when  the  discharge  be- 
comes bloody  and  fetid,  scabs  and  pus  come  from 
the  nose,  and  the  irritation  extends  to  the  throat, 
the  iodide  of  arsenic,  continued  for  some  time, 
together  with  the  use  of  a  douche  of  glycerin  and 
water,  effectually  cures.  In  these  cases  it  is 
superior  to  silicea,  hepar,  or  kali  bich. 

Sanguinarina  Nitrate. — The  symptoms  re- 
corded by  the  provers  of  this  remedy,  relating  to 
the  nose  and  throat,  are  as  follows : 

Watery  mucus  flowed  freely  from  both  nos- 
trils, attended  by  a  violent  sneezing,  repeated 
every  few  minutes,  with  profuse  lachrymation. 
Sensation  arising  to  nostrils  as  if  he  had  taken 
strong  horseradish.  Burning  pain  in  both  nos- 
trils. Accumulation  of  mucus,  obstructing  nose 
and  bronchial  tubes.  Dry,  sore,  and  raw  feeling 
in  nostrils.  Free  discharge  from  posterior  nares, 
tinged  with  blood,  especially  from  left  side. 

Soreness,  rawness,  and  roughness  on  right 
tonsil,  with  difficulty  in  swallowing,  with  red  and 
irritable  spot  on  tonsil. 

In  the  morning  raised  large  quantities  of  thick, 
yellow,  sweet-tasting  mucus.  This  continued 
all  day.  Heat  in  the  mouth  as  if  pepper  had 
been  taken.  Great  accumulation  of  mucus  in  the 
throat  and  bronchi.  Awoke  frequently  with 
dry  mouth  and  throat,  from  breathing  with 
mouth  open,  the  nose  being  obstructed.  Every- 
thing tasted  dry,  like  chips.  Coffee  did  not  taste 
natural ;  wanted  something  succulent,  not  pun- 
gent, but  soothing  to  the  mouth  and  throat,  which 
was  hot,  dry,  parched,  and  raw. 

Heat  and   tension  behind  center  of  sternum ; 
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isation  of  tightness  in  the  chest,  inducing  a 
short,  hacking  cough;  the  cough  became  harsh. 
leaving  soreness  and  rawness  in  the  throat  and 
chest,  with  scraping,  raw  sensation  in  the 
pharynx. 

Oleum  Jucovis  Aselli. — Among  the  diseases 
for  which  cod-liver  oil  is  specially  indicated  is 
chronic  catarrh,  whether  occurring  in  the  nasal, 
laryngeal,  or  bronchial  passages,  or  the  intestines. 

When  you  have  thoroughly  tried  hepar,  Hy- 
drastis, copaiva,  and  other  remedies,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  not  rid  of  the  discharges,  and  is.  more- 
r,  anaemic,  thin,  and  catches  cold  easily  upon 
the  slightest  exposure,  and  thinks  he  "  would  get 
well  if  he  did  not  catch  a  new  cold  every  few 
days,"  in  such  cases  the  oil  is  very  valuable.  It 
will  restore  the  general  tonicity  of  the  patient, 
and  prevent  the  susceptibility  to  catching  cold, 
and  a  cure  will  result. 

Hepar  Sulph. — Xose  swollen  and  red,  sensi- 
tive to  touch;  the  interior  is  sensitive  to  air; 
blowing  the  nose  causes  whizzing  and  snapping 
in  the  ear,  and  a  raw  feeling  inside  of  nose. 
When  fluent  coryza  suddenly  stops  and  is  fol- 
'!■  iwed  by  hoarseness  and  croupy  cough. 

kali  Bichromicum. — A  sense  of  tight  pressure 
at  the  root  of  the  nose  and  dull,  heavy  headache 
in  forehead,  better  from  pressing  tightly  the 
bridge  of  the  nose;  discharge  is  acrid,  excoriat- 
ing nose  and  lip.  Worse  in  warm,  better  in  cool 
temperature.  Constant  snuffling  in  warm,  damp 
weather;  discharge  of  crusts  slightly  tinged  with 
blood;  perforating  ulcers  on  septum;  ulceration 
of  mucous  membrane ;  ulceration  of  frontal 
sinuses  with  violent  pain  in  that  region,  if  dis- 
charge stops.  Fetid  smell  from  nose ;  loss  of  the 
sense  of  smell. 

Silicea. — Secretion  tough,  slimy,  purulent ; 
stoppage  in  the  morning,  followed  by  hawking 
of  thick,  green-yellow,  fetid  masses  after  getting 
up.  Acrid  water  from  nose,  making  it  sore  and 
bloody;  septum  sore,  and  smarting  crusts  high 
up  in  nostrils;  frontal  sinuses  inflamed,  with 
pounding  and  throbbing  pain  in  forehead;  fauces 
dry  and  painful;  uvula  swollen;  eustachian 
tubes  itching;  chronic  inflammation  of  tonsils 
and  swelling  of  submaxillary  glands. 

Hydrastis. — All  of  the  provers  of  Hydrastis 
experienced  decided  catarrhal  symptoms,  such 
as :  profuse  discharge  from  the  eyes  and  nose ; 
hawking  and  spitting  up  of  mucus  and  phlegm  ; 
soreness  of  the  throat,  chilliness,  headache,  gen- 
eral malaise. 


1  have  used  tlii^  remedy  with  decided  benefit  in 
nasal  catarrh  with  dull,  heave,  frontal  headache; 
tin'  nose  stuffed  up:  secretion  of  thick,  white  or 
yellow  mucus;  dropping  of  mucus  from  the  p 
terior  nares  into  the  throat;  bloody  purulent  dis- 

Lobelia      Cerulea. — The     head,     eyes,     nose, 

mouth,  and  throat  symptoms  form  a  perfect  pic- 
i  a  sneezing  influenza,  or  catarrhal  affec- 
tion. The  throat  symptoms,  especially,  give  a 
vivid  picture  of  that  variety  of  catarrh  which 
affects  the  posterior  nares,  palate,  fauces,  and 
even  lower  portions  of  the  throat.  It  does  not 
seem  to  affect  the  larynx  and  bronchia,  how- 
ever. 

Sulphur  affects  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
r<  spiratory  organs  in  various  ways,  causing 
symptoms  of  irritation  which  may  enable  us  to 
use  this  agent  in  various  chronic  catarrhal  affec- 
tions. The  most  marked  among  these  symptoms 
are  the  following:  Catarrh,  with  confusion  of  the 
head,  loss  of  appetite,  weariness  and  feeling  <>i 
prostration  in  the  limbs.  Severe  pain  in  the 
nose,  with  discharge  of  an  acrid  fluid  from  the 
right  nostril.  Dryness  of  the  nose.  Sneezing 
with  discharge  of  fluid  mucus  from  the  left  nos- 
tril. Cold  in  the  head,  with  sneezing  and  drowsi- 
ness. In  one  of  the  provers  the  Schneiderian 
membrane  was  affected  as  follows:  Discharge  of 
an  acrid  fluid  from  the  nose,  after  which  the 
membrane  became  dry  and  stiff  as  parchment; 
next,  a  tough  mucus  was  discharged,  and  lastly 
the  dryness  recurred  again. 

These  few  symptoms  point  to  sulphur  as  a 
useful  remedy  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  head  and 
nose,  or  likewise  a  disposition  to  chronic  ca- 
tarrh, with  acute  paroxysms  from  the  least  ex- 
posure to  a  change  of  weather,  dampness,  etc. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  sneezing,  discharge  of 
acrid  water  or  mucus  from  one  or  both  nostrils; 
Soreness  of  the  nose,  tight  feeling  about  the 
head,  sore  and  weeping  eyes. 

Pulsatilla  causes  a  catarrhal  irritation  of  the 
Schneiderian  membrane,  sometimes  with  ulcera- 
tion of  the  nostrils  and  loss  of  smell  and  taste. 

It  also  causes  a  scraping  and  dryness  in  tin- 
throat,  and  various  kinds  of  cough. 

Natrum  Mur.— Nasal  catarrh,  acute  or  chronic, 
with   great   soreness    in    the    nose,    pustules    and 
blisters   on   the  outside  of  the   nose:   acrid    dis 
charge  from  the  nose;  dull,  heavy  headache  :  dr\ 
in  the  throat;  cough;  hoarseness. 

Elaps  Corallinus. — Chronic  stuffingofth< 
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with  stoppage  high  up  in  the  nostrils,  of  very 
long  standing ;  always  worse  in  wet  weather ; 
occasional  bad  smell  from  the  nose ;  absence  of 
offensive  discharge ;  occasional  bleeding  on  vio- 
lent blowing  of  the  nose ;  there  was  no  loss  of 
smell ;  swallowing  caused  a  pain  which  extended 
from  the  root  of  the  nose  to  the  ears. 

Kali  Hydriodicum  affects  the  mucous  lining  of 
the  whole  of  the  respiratory  tract  with  peculiar 
intensity.  It  seems  to  be  possessed  of  a  peculiar 
power  to  irritate  the  mucous  lining  of  the  frontal 
sinuses  and  the  Schneiderian  membrane.  It 
causes  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  nose  and  eyelids.  The  following  is  a 
picture  of  the  hydriodate  of  potash  catarrh :  Ca- 
tarrhal inflammation  of  the  Schneiderian  mem- 
brane, in  the  frontal  sinuses  and  the  antrum 
highmorianum  as  far  as  the  posterior  nares ;  red, 
swollen  nose,  with  constant  discharge  of  a 
watery,  acrid,  colorless  liquid  from  both  nostrils, 
and  violent,  painful  sneezing,  swelling  of  the 
eyelids  with  profuse  lachrymation  and  injected 
appearance  of  the  conjunctiva,  stinging  pain  in 
the  ears,  redness  of  the  face,  with  expression  of 
anguish  and  uneasiness,  horrid  throbbing  distress 
in  the  frontal  region,  accompanied  with  a  feeling 
as  if  the  volume  of  the  brain  had  increased  three- 
fold, with  tossing  about  in  the  bed. 

Magnesia  Muriatica. — Chronic  nasal  catarrh 
with  great  soreness  of  the  nose,  externally  and 
internally ;  loss  of  smell  and  taste ;  profuse  dis- 
charge of  watery  fluid  from  the  nostrils  or  offen- 
sive, yellow,  purulent  matter. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid.— Scraping  at  the  root  of 
the  tongue  and  in  the  throat,  followed  by  sensa- 
tion of  foul  air  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  and  prick- 
ling sensation  ;  discharge  of  disorganized,  green- 
ish, brown-looking  fetid  pieces  of  hardened 
mucus. 

Alumina  is  useful  in  chronic  catarrh  of  drv, 
thin  subjects  and  old  people,  with  great  inactivity 
of  the  rectum.  The  greatest  accumulation  of 
mucus  takes  place  in  the  evening  and  in  the 
morning  on  waking.  A  thick  tenacious  mucus 
comes  from  the  posterior  nares  in  the  evening  and 
in  the  morning,  on  waking,  with  frequent  hawk- 
ing and  difficult  raising.  Discharge  from  the 
nose  of  pieces  of  dry,  hard,  yellow-green  mucus. 
The  sense  of  smell  is  weak  or  wanting  altogether. 

Ammonium  Muriaticum. — Chronic  catarrhal 
irritation  of  the  bronchial  lining  membrane.  It  is 
called  for  when  there  is  frequent  sneezing,  ac- 
companied  with    tearing   from   the   nape  of   the 


neck  to  the  shoulder.  Phlegm  in  the  throat 
mostly  early  in  the  morning,  with  frequent  hawk- 
ing and  expectoration  of  small  clots  of  mucus. 

In  acute  catarrh  of  the  Schneiderian  mem- 
brane we  have  in  this  drug  one  of  the  best  reme- 
dies at  our  command.  Where  there  is  a  profuse, 
watery  discharge  from  the  nose,  stopping  up  of 
the  nose,  with  hoarseness  and  burning  in  the 
larnyx,  it  acts  like  a  charm. 

Arum  Triphyllum  has  been  successfully  used 
in  nasal  catarrh  with  great  soreness  of  the  nos- 
trils and  the  discharge  of  a  thin,  watery  fluid 
from  the  nose,  excoriating  the  lips  and  mouth, 
where  coming  in  contact  with  the  skin.  At  times 
the  nose  feels  as  if  stopped  up,  although  the  dis- 
charge is  quite  copious. 

Aurum. — Chronic  catarrh,  with  inability  to 
breathe  through  the  nose,  with  ulceration  of  the 
nostrils,  loss  of  smell  and  great  despondency, 
may  be  benefited  by  the  use  of  gold,  particularly 
if  there  is  syphilitic  taint,  inherited  or  acquired. 

In  ozena,  especially  if  it  depends  upon  scrofu- 
lous or  syphilitic  dyscrasia,  this  remedy  is  of  the 
highest  importance.  The  especial  indication  for 
the  drug  would  be  the  mental  condition,  the  de- 
struction of  the  cartilages  and  of  bony  tissue,  a 
condition  found  in  the  graver  forms,  and  favored 
in  its  development  by  the  specific  virus. 

Kali  Mur. — Catarrh  when  there  is  white 
phlegm,  thick,  not  transparent.  Dry  coryza. 
Stuffy  cold  in  the  head  with  a  whitish-gray 
tongue.  Adherent  crusts  in  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx. 

Calcarea  Flour.- — Catarrh  with  expectoration 
of  yellowish  small  lumps.  Dry  coryza.  Ozena. 
Osseous  growths  and  diseases  of  nasal  bones, 
with  offensive  odor  of  dead  bone. 

Kali  Sulph. — Yellow,  slimy  secretions,  or  ex- 
pectorations of  watery  matter,  are  conditions  call- 
ing for  this  remedy.  Patient  feels  generally 
worse  in  the  evening  or  in  a  heated  room.  Yel- 
low or  yellowish  discharge  from  the  nose. 

In  bronchial  catarrh  this  remedy  is  indicated 
when  the  expectoration  is  distinctly  yellow, 
watery,  and  profuse,  or  where  it  is  greenish, 
slimy,  and  watery.     In  the  stage  of  resolution. 

Calcarea  Sulph. — Cold  in  the  head  with  thick, 
yellow,  opaque,  mattery  secretions,  frequently 
tinged  with  blood. 

In  bronchial  catarrh  where  expectoration  is 
yellow,  or  yellowish-green,  or  mixed  with  blood. 

Calcarea  Phos. — In  anaemia  persons  where  ex- 
pectoration is  albuminous,  like  the  white  of  an 

Kali  Phos. — Ozena,  foul,  offensive  discharge 
from  nose,  foul  breath,  and  where  secondary 
nervous  troubles  arise.  Epistaxis  and  predis- 
position to  same. 
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Hemorrhages:     Their    Efficient     Treatment    in 
Homeopathic  Practice. 

BY  A.  SPIERS-ALEXANDER,  M.  D. 

{Continued  from  page  103.) 

Case  VI.  Coming1  under  the  category  of 
hemorrhage,  presumably  due  to  calculus,  is  the 
case  of  Mr.  A.  L.,  ?et.  twenty-seven,  which  I  will 
now  relate.  I  was  asked  to  go  and  see  this  pa- 
tient on  .May  2,  1903,  and  received  the  following 
history:  He  had  been  in  fairly  good  health  till 
the  preceding  day.  though  rather  run  down  from 
over-work  in  his  profession  of  engineering.  1  »n 
that  day,  while  riding  in  an  omnibus  in  the  city, 
he  was  suddenly  attacked  by  very  severe  pain  in 
the  right  renal  region,  extending  into  the  groin. 
The  pain  was  so  intense,  and  made  him  feel  -<  1 
sick  and  faint,  that  he  was  obliged  to  get  himself 
conveyed  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  there  to 
seek  relief.  He  was  at  once  admitted,  and  re- 
ceived a  hypodermic  of  morphia,  which  soon 
cased  the  pain.  He  remained  in  the  hospital  for 
the  night,  and  was  sent  home  next  morning  with 
a  note  from  the  house-surgeon  saying  that  the 
case  had  been  regarded  as  one  of  renal  colic. 

When  seen  by  me  the  patient  was  free  from 
acute  suffering,  but  complained  of  pain  from  the 
right  renal  region  to  the  groin  whenever  he  made 
the  least  movement.  The  tongue  was  slightly 
coated,  and  there  was  some  nausea.  The  urine 
passed  that  day  was  clear,  and  neither  blood  nor 
albumin  could  be  found  in  it.  There  was  no 
sediment,  nor  could  he  give  any  account  of  hav- 
ing himself  observed  any  recently.  If  a  calculus 
had  passed  he  had  not  noticed  it.  There  was  no 
rise  of  temperature.  The  condition  being  some- 
what indefinite,  the  only  treatment  he  now  re- 
ceived was  rest,  suitable  light  diet,  and  bryonia 
for  the  relief  of  the  remaining  renal  discomfort. 
In  three  days'  time,  as  he  was  then  free  from  all 
pain  and  seemed  to  have  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  attack,  I  gave  him  permission  to  go 
out  for  a  short  walk.  But  having  received  an 
inch,  he  took  an  ell  of  leave,  and  accepted  the 
invitation  of  a  friend  to  take  a  long  ride  in  the 
trailer  of  his  motor  bicycle.  That  ride  was  dis- 
astrous, being  followed  the  same  night  by  copious 
hematuria,  and  in  view  of  the  pain  he  had  pre- 
viously experienced,  it  seemed  fair  to  conclude 
that  the  blood  came  from  the  right  kidney.  What 
had  passed  looked  like  almost  pure  blood,  and 
was  rather  dark  in  colour.  No  crystals  could  be 
found  in  the  urine. 

The  patient  was  now  kept  in  bed  for  some 
days,  diet  restricted  to  milk  and  soda  water,  and 
terebinth  3,  every  two  hours  was  prescribed. 
On  this  treatment  favorable  progress  was  made, 
and  though  a  certain  amount  of  hemorrhage 
continued  for  a  day  or  two,  it  gradually  dimin- 
ished in  quantity  and  finally  ceased.  The  urine 
when  tested  at  the  end  of  a  week  was  found  to  b 
clear  of  both  blood  and  albumin.  No  calculus  or 
uric  acid  crystals  ever  appeared,  but  it  is  possible 


that  a  small  stone  may  have  passed  un- 
noticed when  he  was  in  the  hospital,  its  pas 
causing  some  little  laceration  of  the  kidney  tissue, 
which  may  have  opened  up  as  a  result  of  the 
trailer  excursion,  thus  giving  rise  to  hemorrhage. 
The  attack  naturally  exhausted  him  a  good  deal. 
but  after  a  quiet  holiday  in  Switzerland,  during 
which  he  took  ac.  phos.,  he  regained  strength 
and  weight,  and  in  a  month's  time  was  able  to  re- 
sume his  duties.  Till  the  present  time  there  has 
been  no  return  of  hemorrhage  or  other  renal 
trouble. 

It  may  be  objected  that  this  patient  might  have 
recovered  without  any  medicinal  treatment  at  all. 
the  vis  medicatrix  naturae  being  sufficient  of 
itself  to  effect  a  cure,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
prove  categorically  that  such  might  not  hav< 
the  case.  What  I  do  know,  however,  is  that 
turpentine  can  cause  hemorrhage  from  the  kid- 
ney, and  if  while  taking  that  drug  the  patient  re- 
covered from  the  like  condition,  I  think  it  may 
be  justly  credited  with  having  at  all  events  aided 
in  the  cure.  I  also  know  that  1  have  seen  a  simi- 
lar result  from  its  use  in  other  cases  of  renal 
hemorrhage  where  the  symptoms  resembled  those 
of  the  drug.  I  have  also  repeatedl)  found  tere- 
binth very  serviceable  in  post-scarlatinal  ne- 
phritis, when  the  urine  is  scanty  and  loaded  with 
dark  blood  of  the  color  of  porter.  I  can  say 
with  thankfulness,  and  not  in  any  spirit  of  boast- 
ing, that  I  have  never  lost  a  case  of  this  kind, 
and  this  is  in  direct  contrast  to  my  student  ex- 
periences. I  well  remember  the  painful  impres- 
sion made  on  my  mind  by  a  case  of  post-scarla- 
tinal nephritis  that  was  brought  into  the  hospital 
I  was  attending,  and  there  treated  secundum 
artem.  The  whole  array  of  cathartics,  diuretics, 
diaphoretics,  including  pilocarpine  hypodermic- 
ally,  cupping,  etc.,  was  invoked  in  the  patient's 
aid,  the  physician  in  charge  of  the  case  instruct- 
ing us  day  by  day  as  to  the  rationale  of  his  treat- 
ment, and  detailing  the  results  he  expected  or 
hoped  to  obtain  from  each  drug  exhibited.  In- 
stead of  the  amelioration  he  looked  for.  however, 
the  patient  only  grew  steadily  worse,  the  kidneys 
refused  to  respond  to  am  of  the  measures  cm- 
ployed,  the  urine  became  almost  entirely  sup- 
pressed, coma  and  ur.emic  convulsions  followed, 
and  death  soon  closed  the  scene. 

Talking  of  nephritis,  it  may  he  worth  while 
here  narrating  some  particulars  of  a  case  of  this 
kind,  characterized  by  hemorrhage,  which  I  have 
recently  attended. 

Case  VII.  R.  G.  D.,  xt.  thirty-two,  secretary 
in  a  Government  department.  This  patient  was 
kindly  confided  to  my  care  by  Dr.  Byres  Moir  on 
November  17,  1903.  Dr.  Moir  had  seen  him  on 
the  morning  of  that  day,  and  had  found  him  to 
be  suffering  from  scarlatina.  The  previous  his- 
tory of  the  patient  had  an  important  hearing  on 
his  present  illness.  In  February  of  the  same 
year  (1903),  after  exposure  to  the  infection  of 
rlatina  in  the  country,  hi'  suffered  on  In- 
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turn  to  town  from  an  acute  sore  throat,  and  felt 
generally  ill.  About  a  fortnight  later  an  allo- 
pathic practitioner  whom  he  consulted,  on  test- 
ing his  urine  found  it,  as  the  patient  expressed  it. 
almost  solid  wth  albumin.  He  was  at  once  sent 
to  a  nursing  home,  where  he  remained  for  seven 
weeks,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  that  time 
the  urine  contained  blood.  A  little  desquama- 
tion took  place,  and  it  was  concluded  that  the 
nephritis  was  post-scarlatinal.  While  in  this 
home  he  was  treated  with  cathartics,  diuretics, 
and  diaphoretics,  felt  very  ill  all  the  time,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  period  was  much  reduced  in 
strength.  By  that  time  the  blood  had  disap- 
peared from  the  urine,  but  it  still  contained 
albumin  and  tube-casts.  He  then  went  to  his 
home  in  Tunbridge  Wells,  where  he  was  attended 
for  a  time  by  Dr.  Xield,  improvement  setting  in 
under  the  influence  of  arsenicum.  On  his  re- 
turn to  town  he  was  referred  to  Dr.  Byres  Moir, 
who  continued  treatment  successfully,  so  that  la- 
the month  of  June  the  albumin  had  been  entirely 
got  rid  of. 

Now  comes  the  sequel.  On  November  14, 
1903,  the  patient  was  again  exposed  to  scarla- 
tinal infection,  and  oddly  enough,  in  the  same 
place  as  on  the  previous  occasion.  A  lady  and 
her  young  daughter  who  happened  to  be  visiting 
at  the  same  country  house  where  he  was  staying, 
both  developed  scarlatina  on  that  date.  Next 
day  he  returned  to  London,  and  while  in  the  train 
felt  very  ill,  and  as  on  the  former  occasion,  the 
throat  was  first  attacked.  The  susceptibility  of 
this  patient  to  scarlatinal  poison  was  remarkable, 
it  being  almost  unique  to  meet  with  one  who,  in 
the  course  of  the  same  year,  twice  suffered  from 
an  attack  of  this  fever,  and  both  times  with  the 
accompaniment  of  nephritis.  The  stage  of  in- 
cubation is  said  to  be  from  one  to  eight  days,  and 
as  the  second  attack  occurred  within  twenty-four 
hours  of  exposure,  he  evidently  developed  it  in 
the  shortest  possible  time. 

When  I,  with  Dr.  Moir,  saw  him,  the  tempera- 
ture was  1050,  a  scarlatinal  rash  was  appearing, 
and  the  urine  contained  blood,  casts,  and  about 
a  sixth  part  of  albumin.  Bell,  ix  had  been  pre- 
scribed to  meet  the  scarlatinal  symptoms  and  on 
account  of  the  state  of  the  throat  and  kidneys, 
mere.  bin.  3.x  in  alternation  with  it.  For  the 
next  four  days  the  rash  came  well  out,  covering 
most  of  the  body.  The  throat  gave  a  good  deal 
of  trouble,  suppurative  tonsilitis  occurring,  and 
the  abscess  discharged  spontaneously  on  the  19th. 
The  urine  remained  much  in  the  same  condition, 
34  ounces  being  passed  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  still  contained  blood,  though  in  manifestly 
lessening  quantity.  The  temperature  fell  gradu- 
ally, and  was  normal  by  November  22.  Micro- 
scopical examination  of  the  urine  now  revealed 
red  blood  corpuscles  and  tube-casts,  and  the  al- 
bumin was  still  about  a  fifth.  The  same  medici- 
nal treatment  was  continued,  with  steadily  main- 
tained improvement  in  the  patient's  general  con- 


dition, and  when  the  urine  was  again  tested  on 
November  24,  just  ten  days  after  the  onset  of  the 
illness,  it  was  found  to  be  absolutely  free  from 
any  trace  of  either  blood,  albumin,  or  casts. 
There  was  no  relapse,  the  patient  running  an  un- 
eventful course  to  convalescence,  and  on  Decem- 
ber 29,  desquamation  having  been  completed,  he 
was  sent  away  for  change  of  air,  feeling  as  he 
himself  expressed  it  quite  fit  in  every  way.  The 
contrast  between  the  effects  of  treatment  during 
the  two  illnesses  was  thus  pretty  well  marked. 
On  the  first  occasion,  under  allopathic  treatment, 
the  hemorrhage  went  on  for  some  six  weeks,  al- 
buminuria persisting  after  the  patient's  dismissal 
from  the  nursing-home,  and  only  clearing  up 
after  a  course  of  homeopathic  treatment.  On  the 
second  occasion,  under  homeopathic  treatment, 
both  blood  and  albumin  were  gone  in  ten  days, 
and  there  has  been  no  recurrence. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  hemorrhage  is 
a  feature  of  a  certain  variety  of  malarial  fever, 
though,  to  be  more  accurate,  hemoglobinuria  is 
the  term  that  ought  to  be  applied  to  it.  The  par- 
ticular kind  of  fever  alluded  to  is  exceeding} 
malignant,  is  somewhat  rarely  met  with  in  this 
country,  and  is  commonly  known  in  the  tropics 
as  blackwater  fever.  During  the  pyrexial  stage 
the  urine  is  loaded  with  hemoglobin,  and  in  some 
cases  hematemesis  also  takes  place.  The  spleen 
and  liver  are  enlarged,  icterus  generally  occurs, 
and  when  recovery  ensues  the  patient  is  left  in  a 
profoundly  amemic  and  cachectic  condition.  In 
a  large  proportion  of  cases,  however,  the  disease 
proves  fatal.  Koch  has  attributed  its  occurrence 
to  disintegration  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles,  as  a 
result  of  over-dosing  with  quinine.  It  has  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  see  and  attend  but  one  case  of  this 
kind,  and  the  condition  being,  broadly  speaking, 
hemorrhagic,  it  may  be  included  in  the  subject 
now  before  us. 

Case  VIII.  The  subject  of  the  illness  I  now 
refer  to  was  a  Mr.  F.,  a  missionary  lately  re- 
turned from  the  Congo.  I  was  called  to  see  him 
on  May  8,  1901.  He  had  for  some  time  been 
subject  to  slight  attacks  of  fever  after  exposure 
to  cold  and  damp,  and  had,  the  evening  before 
my  first  visit,  had  a  rigor  and  rise  of  tempera- 
ture to  10 1  °.  At  the  same  time  blood  was  noticed 
in  the  urine.  By  the  morning  of  the  following 
day  the  temperature  had  fallen  to  normal,  and  at 
that  time  a  friend  who  was  looking  after  him 
administered  9  grs.  of  quinine.  At  1 1  A.  M.  on 
that  day  I  saw  him  just  as  another  rigor  had  set 
in,  ami  by  2  p.  m.  his  temperature  had  risen  to 
102°. 

At  this  juncture,  from  want  of  experience  in 
treating  such  cases.  I  fell  into  the  error  of  em- 
piricism. It  was  evident  that  he  had  been  satu- 
rated with  quinine,  and,  indeed,  if  Koch  he  right, 
his  illness  was  due  to  poisoning  by  that  drug.  It 
was  therefore  useless  to  think  of  giving  him  any 
more  of  it — or  at  all  events  in  the  crude  form — 
and  in  view  of  the  renal  condition  I  prescribed 
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terebinth.     This  drug  was  of  course  useless,  for 
though  it  appeared,  roughly  speaking,  to  cover 
iminent  symptom,  yet  it  by  no  means  an- 
swered to  the  general  condition  or  totality  of  the 
']>t<>ms.     That  totality,  however,  did  not  pre- 

il  itself  at  the  outset,  hut  by  Friday,  May   io, 
had  manifested  itself  in  the  shape  of  icterus  and 
engorgement  of  the  spleen  and  liver  in  addition 
he  fever  and  hemoglobinuria. 

The  febrile  attacks  were  very  irregular.  Dur- 
ing the  first  twenty-four  hours  there  were  no  less 
than  three  rigors,  the  temperature  rising  and  fall- 
ing to  normal  or  subnormal  between  each.  Then 
from  the  evening  of  the  roth  till  Sunday,  the 
I2th,  there  was  a  remittent  period,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  latter  day  a  sudden  rush  up  to 
104. 2°.      The    following    day    the    thermometer 

:istered  a  drop  to  normal,  and  thereafter 
fluctuated  slightly,  but  never  again  rose  to  ioo°, 
and  steady  progress  was  made  towards  convales- 
cence and  recovery. 

Vs  soon  as  the  characteristic  symptoms  above 
detailed  had  developed  themselves — on  May  10th 
— it  became  evident  that  the  condition  of  the 
urine  was  not  due  to  any  inflammatory  proeess 
in  the  kidneys,  hut,  together  with  the  jaundice, 
was  the  result  of  the  morbid  condition  of  the  red 
blood  corpuscles.     Terebinth   does  not  give   rise 

such  a  eondition  as  this,  but  sets  up  inflam- 
matory changes  in  the  kidney,  leading  to  hemor- 
rhage. It  was  therefore  necessary  to  administer 
a  drug  that  was  capable  of  causing  a  morbid 
h.emic  condition  resembling  that  present  in  the 
patient,  and  that  drug  was  found  in  crotalus  1 
ridus,  which  was  accordingly  given  in  the  <>th 
centesimal  dilution,  a  close  every  two  hours. 
The  effect  was  not  slow  in  appearing.  ( )nly  one 
more  serious  rise  of  temperature  took  place  after 
its  administration  on  the  [2th,  and  that  for  a  few 
hours  only.  Even  on  that  date  the  notes  of  the 
case  record  that  the  urine  was  already  of  a  lighter 
shade,  and  by  the  13th  the  patient  began  to  feel 
much  better,  and  was  able  to  take  liquid  food 
without  rejecting  it  as  formerly.  The  pulse  had 
fallen  to  88,  the  tongue  was  moist  and  cleaning, 
and  the  jaundice  fading  away. 

I  need  not  detain  you  by  entering  into  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
case.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  by  May  17th  the 
urine  was  entirely  free  from  hemoglobin  or  other 
abnormality.  The  jaundice  also  passed  away  by 
degrees,  the  hepatic  engorgement  disappeared, 
and  that  of  the  spleen  more  slowly.  These  symp- 
toms having  cleared  up,  the  patient  received 
arsen.  alb.  3X  for  a  time,  and  then  china  int.,  as 
I  believe,  and  it  has  been  shown  by  others,  that 
a  high  dilution  of  a  given  drug  is  the  best  anti- 
dote to  poisoning  by  the  same  drug.  I  have 
repeatedly  seen  recovery  take  place  under  this 
attenuation  of  china  in  the  gravest  cases  of  ma- 
larial fever,  where  the  patients  had  been  satu- 
rated with  large  doses  of  quinine.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  in  the  case  in  question,  from  the  date  of  re- 


covery till  the  present  time,  I  understand  that 
there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  fever.  The 
patient  remained  under  my  care  for  several 
weeks,  and  last  year  \vrot<  -u\in-'  that  he 

was  about  to  be  married,  and  was  then  to  return 
to  his  former  sphere  of  missionary  labor  in  the 
( '1  mg 

I  will  only  add  that  he  informed  me  that  in  the 
r  three  years  preceding  his  return  to  this 
country  three  brother  missionaries  had  als< 
home,  each,  after  his  arrival,  developing  black- 
water  fever.  All  three  were  treated  allopathi- 
callv.  and  all  three  died. 

The  effect  of  the  venom  of  the  crotalus  hor- 
ridus,  or  rattlesnake,  in  producing  disorganiza- 
tion of  the  blood,  and  consequent  hemorrhage 
from  various  mucous  surfaces,  has  been  well 
recognized,  and  utilized  with  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  yellow  fever.  The  jaundice  which  it  is 
also  capable  of  setting  up  is  likewise  due  to  the 
same  cause,  and  not  to  any  obstruction  1 
flow  of  bile.  Thus  Hughes,  quoting  Dr.  Weir- 
Mitchell,  tells  us  that  the  poisoning  results  in  "a 
train  of  symptoms  which  terminate  in  mor< 
less  complete  degradation  of  the  blood.  .  . 

"In  yellow  fever  the  likeness  to  the  venom 
poisoning  is  most  distinctly  preserved,  as  we 
trace  the  symptoms  of  both  diseases  to  the  point 
where  the  diffluent  blood  leaks  out  into  the 
mucous  and  serous  cavities."  And  again,  of  the 
jaundice  caused  by  the  same  venom,  "  it  depends 
either  up.  m  disordered  innervation  or  upon 
changes  in  the  blood  hindering  the  due  metamor- 
phosis of  the  reabsorbed  secretion." 

In  blackwater  fever  the  changes  in  the  hi 1 

leading  to  icterus  and  hemoglobinuria  appear  to 
he  very  similar  to  those  observed  in  yellow  fever, 
and  hence  no  doubt  the  drug  that  has  proved  so 
efficacious  in  the  latter  will  lie  found  equally  so 
in  the  former,  as  in  the  single  case  I  have  just 
related. 

While  hemorrhage  may  thus,  as  we  have  just 

seen,    result    from    disorganization    of    the    hi 1 

itself,  it  may  likewise  occur  from  that  of  the 
blood-vessels.  A  noteworthy  example  of  such  a 
phenomenon  may  be  observed  in  the  disease 
known  as  purpura  hemorrhagica,  where  the  effu- 
sion of  blood,  both  subcutaneously  and  from 
various  mucous  surfaces,  appears  to  he  due  to 
loss  of  integrity  in  the  capillaries  from  fatty  de- 
generation. 

•      ♦ 

Some  Remarks  on  Artificial  Feeding  in 
Disease. 

BY    BURTON    (;.    THOMAS,    M.    D.,    NEW    YORK. 

of  the  most  puzzling  problems  which  we 
are  called  to  solve  is  alimentation  of  patients  who 
cannot  for  some  reason  he  nourished  mi  ordinar) 
foods,  either  on  account  of  repugnanci 
cause  they  are  not  tolerated.  Thus  we  meet  pa- 
*  Pharmaco-Dynamics,  p, 
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tients  in  whom  milk  however  modified,  beef 
juice,  gruels,  etc.,  cannot  be  administered  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  keep  up  nutrition,  and  we  are 
forced  to  seek  refuge  for  a  time  in  one  of  the 
artificial  food  products.  And  here  comes  the 
difficulty.  It  will  not  do  to  pin  our  faith  on  any 
one  of  them,  but  from  a  study  of  their  composi- 
tion select  the  one  which  seems  best  indicated  in 
the  particular  case. 

The  majority  of  patients  require  a  food  prepa- 
ration which  contains  a  large  amount  of  nitro- 
genous material,  since  this  alone  can  adequately 
replace  tissue  waste,  and  this  should  be  as  con- 
centrated as  possible,  so  as  not  to  tax  the  diges- 
tion. Furthermore,  the  preparation  should  not 
have  any  distinct  taste,  as  it  will  soon  become  re- 
pugnant, and  if  in  the  fluid  form  should  not  con- 
tain any  alcoholic  ingredient,  as  this  is  best  sup- 
plied separately,  according  to  the  quantity  re- 
quired. 

As  to  the  character  of  the  albuminous  material 
it  has  been  shown  that  although  the  peptones 
represent  the  final  stage  of  digestion,  because  they 
are  apt  to  disturb  the  stomach,  they  are  not  al- 
ways suitable  for  administration  by  mouth ;  in 
other  words,  the  peptones  generated  in  the 
stomach  during  the  natural  digestive  process 
seem  to  differ  radically  from  those  produced  arti- 
ficially. A  good  deal  of  attention  has  in  late 
years  been  given  to  the  albumoses,  which  repre- 
sent the  intermediary  stage  between  albumin  and 
peptones,  and  according  to  many  authorities 
these  are  much  better  adapted  than  the  peptones 
for  internal  administration,  being  readily  ab- 
sorbed and  assimilated. 

A  preparation  of  this  kind  is  somatose,  which 
consists  almost  exclusively  of  the  albuminous 
elements  of  meat  converted  into  albumoses,  and 
appears  as  a  tasteless  powder,  soluble  in  water 
and  other  fluids.  Its  tastelessness  is,  I  think,  an 
advantage,  since  it  permits  of  its  being  added  to 
other  liquid  foods  without  impairing  their  flavor. 
One  objection  that  has  been  brought  against  it 
is  the  matter  of  preparing  the  solutions.  It  is 
true  that  these  cannot  be  made  by  stirring'  the 
preparation  in  water  or  milk  like  some  other 
foods,  but  if  dusted  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid 
and  allowed  to  stand  without  stirring  it  readily 
dissolves  of  its  own  accord. 

It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
artificial  foods  are  suitable  for  exclusive  feeding 
only  for  short  periods,  and,  as  a  rule,  should  con- 
stitute the  supplementary  diet. 

To  illustrate  the  class  of  cases  in  which  I  have 
found  somatose  of  value  I  have  jotted  down  the 
following  cases  from  my  note  book. 

Case  I.  Mrs.  D.,  aged  about  seventy-eight 
years,  was  attacked  early  in  the  year  1902,  with, 
as  the  family  expressed  it,  spells  of  choking 
when  eating.  These  attacks  occurred  at  first  at 
irregular  intervals  and  did  not  appear  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  kind  of  food.  After  this  had 
gone    on    for    some    time,    growing    gradually 


worse,  I  was  called  to  see  her.  At  this  time  the 
condition  had  become  quite  pronounced.  There 
was  occasionally  an  almost  total  inability  to 
swallow  solid  food  and  again  it  seemed  to  be 
ingested  with  little  or  no  difficulty.  A  paralysis 
of  the  nerves  governing  deglutition  was  diag- 
nosed, and  as  it  did  not  yield  to  treatment,  but 
grew  steadilv  worse,  it  was  supposed  to  be  due 
to  senile  degeneration  of  the  cerebral  center,  and. 
consequently  irremediable.  As  she  had  no 
other  symptoms  of  importance  and  her  desire 
for  food  was  not  lessened,  and  she  had  an 
aversion  for  milk,  broth,  and  similar  foods,  a 
difficult  problem  presented  itself  in  the  endeavor 
to  supply  sufficient  nutriment  in  a  form  that  she 
could  and  would  take.  The  changes  were  rung 
on  broths,  soups,  and  gruels,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  somatose,  a  teaspoonful  in  half  a  glass  of  hot 
water  two  or  three  times  a  day,  was  added  to  the 
diet.  Thus  it  was  possible  to  prolong  her  life 
for  some  time,  as  she  would  take  the  somatose 
without  the  repugnance  she  exhibited  toward 
other  foods. 

In  cases  of  this  kind,  where  there  is  an  aver- 
sion to  food,  I  find  somatose  to  be  an  adjuvant  of 
the  greatest  value. 

Case  II.  On  May  31  last  year  I  was  called  to 
prescribe  for  Mr.  A.,  who  was  suffering  from 
intense  pain  in  the  right  groin.  The  pain  was 
located  in  a  small  spot  about  midway  between  the 
umbilicus  and  the  crest  of  the  ilium.  From  this 
spot,  which  was  extremely  tender  to  the  touch, 
pains  radiated  through  the  abdomen  and  along 
the  right  side  as  far  as  the  axilla.  A  similar  at- 
tack which  he  had  experienced  some  years  ago 
had  been  diagnosed  by  the  attending  physician  as 
appendicitis,  but  the  symptoms  in  the  present  at- 
tack were  not  all  clear,  although  the  trouble 
seemed  to  be  located  in  the  large  intestine. 
There  was  obstinate  constipation,  a  thickly  coated 
tongue,  nausea,  and  occasional  vomiting.  All 
food  excited  repugnance  and  even  in  small  quan- 
tities disturbed  the  stomach  and  aggravated  the 
pain.  For  several  days,  in  spite  of  appropriate 
treatment,  his  condition  continued  to  grow 
steadily  worse ;  the  sensitive  area  became  larger 
and  the  pain  more  intense,  and  the  temperature 
rising  until  on  the  evening  of  June  3d  it  reached 
1050  F.  When  I  called  to  see  him  on  that  even- 
ing he  was  throwing  himself  about  the  bed  in 
agony,  continually  groaning.  His  stomach  was 
less  disturbed,  as  for  the  past  two  days  he  had 
been  taking  nothing  in  the  way  of  nourishment 
but  a  teaspoonful  of  somatose  in  half  a  cupful 
of  hot  water  every  four  hours.  On  account  of 
the  great  pain  I  gave  him  morphia  sulphate, 
1-60  grain,  with  orders  to  repeat  every  two  hours 
until  pain  had  abated,  and  as  there  was  inactivity 
of  the  liver  with  constipation  I  prescrbed  podo- 
phyllum Under  this  treatment  he  began  to  im- 
prove, the  pain  became  less  intense  and  more 
bearable.  The  temperature  gradually  came  down 
to  normal,  the  bowels  were  opened,  and  in  three 
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or  four  days  I  was  enabled  to  add  broths,  milk, 

and  eggs  to  the  bill  of  fare.  Improvement 
thenceforth  was  slow,  but  steady,  and  by  the  8th 
he  was  practically  convalescent. 

The  value  of  a  preparation  like  soma 
which  does  nol  disturb  an  irritable  stomach, while 
containing  sufficient  nutriment,  to  maintain  the 
strength  and  carry  the  patient  over  the  crisis  in 
a  case  like  this,  cannot.  1  think,  be  overestimated. 
Case  III. — ( >n  (  Ictober  1,1903.1  was  requested 
to  prescribe  for  .Miss  A.,  sister  of  .Mr.  V.  case  2, 
for  what  was  said  to  he  an  attack  of  colic 
sent  appropriate  medicine.  Two  days  later  1 
was  called  to  see  her  in  haste, — late  in  the  even- 
in-'. — as  the  pain  had  become  greatly  aggravated 
and  febrile  symptoms  had  developed.  On  my  ar- 
rival at  the  house  I  found  her  lying  on  her  hack 
in  bed  with  her  knees  drawn  up,  crying  with  the 
intensity  of  the  pain,  which  was  located  at  a  small 
spot  in  the  lower  part  of  the  right  groin,  just 
above  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  where  a  distinct 
tumor  could  be  felt;  hut  the  part  was  so  tender 
that  examination  was  difficult.  Temperature 
103  °  F. ;  much  nausea  and  aversion  to  food,  even 
water  greatly  increasing-  the  pain.  Hie  bowels 
had  been  constipated  since  the  beginning  of  the 
attack.  For  the  next  few  days,  in  spite  of  active 
medication,  the  symptoms  increased  in  severity; 
the  pain  in  the  groin  became  more  severe  and 
was  only  temporarily  allayed  by  morphine;  the 
-willing  and  tumefaction  increased  until  the 
necessity  of  an  operation  seemed  imminent. 
Happily,  however,  on  the  8th  the  disease  reached 
its  acme,  and  began  to  yield  to  the  treatment,  and 
with  the  free  opening  of  the  bowels  the  tempera- 
ture fell  to  1020  F.,  then  to  1010  F.,  dropping  on 
the  10th  to  97.6  F.  which  continued  for  a  day, 
after  which  it  became  normal  and  she  went  on 
uneventfully  to  full  convalescence.  During  the 
crisis  of  the  disease,  and  this  is  a  point  of  impor- 
tance, she  was  fed  almost  entirely  upon  somatose, 
a  teaspoonful  every  four  hours  in  half  a  cupful 
of  hot  water,  but  she  retained  her  strength  to  a 
surprising  degree.  , 

Case  IV. — Mrs.  B.,  an  old  lady  of  73  years, 
was  attacked,  while  on  a  visit  to  her  daughter, 
with  nausea  and  vomiting  of  bitter  bilious  mat- 
ter, followed  by  severe  pain  in  the  right  sde  of 
the  chest,  worse  on  motion  and  impeding  the 
breathing.  When  I  saw  her  the  following  day 
the  nausea  still  continued,  although  the  vomiting 
had  ceased.  The  pain  had  increased  somewhat, 
covering  a  spot  in  the  infra-mammary  region 
about  as  large  as  the  hand.  Tongue  thickly 
coated,  with  a  dirty  yellow  pasty  covering ;  con- 
stipation ;  much  thirst  for  cold  water,  with  dis- 
gust for  all  food,  which  increased  the  nausea; 
temperature  102.6  .  No  cough.  To  add  to  the 
gravity  of  the  case  the  heart  was  weak,  pulse 
130,  intermittent  every  few  beats.  Soreness  and 
tenderness  of  all  the  muscles.  I  prescribed 
aconite  and  bryonine,  as  well  as  somatose.  a 
poonful  in  half  a  cup  of  hot  water,  every 
four   hours,    and    as   the    nausea    subsided, 


broth    at    frequent    intervals.     The   case    was    a 
tedious  one,  and  it  was  several  days  before  any 

amelioration  could  be  noticed.  After  two  or 
three  days,  during  which  time  tin-  only  nourish- 
ment was  the  somatose.  the  temperature  began 
to  slowly  descend  a  half  a  degree  a  day.  Hie 
pain  in  the  chest  abated,  being  marked  only  dur- 
ing coughing;  and  about  the  third  day  the  ex- 
pectoration became  rusty  and  continued  so  for 
three  or  four  days.  Neither  percussion  nor 
auscultation  revealed  any  traces  of  hepatization 
of  the  lungs,  and  the  cough  was  always  loose  and 
expectoration  easy.  Weakness  extreme.  When 
the  temperature  dropped  to  normal  I  discon- 
tinued the  aconitine  and  gave  arsenite  of  strych- 
nine, 1-124  grain,  and  continued  the  somatose 
and  pushed  feeding  as  much  as  possibl  [1 
about  ten  days  1  was  able  to  drop  the  somatose 
and  rely  upon  milk  and  broths.  The  constipa- 
tion was  overcome  with  aperient  waters.  The 
temperature  now  fell  below  normal.  98°  F.,  ami  1 
noted  a  curious  circumstance,  that  this  happened 
every  other  day.  (  hi  the  days  when  the  tem- 
perature was  normal  the  pulse  would  be  irregu- 
lar and  intermittent;  when  the  temperature  fell 
below  normal  the  pulse  was  regular  and  did  not 
intermit.  She  became  constipated  about  the  12th 
day.  and  the  temperature  rose  again  to  102.6  I'"., 
and  I  prescribed  atropine,  and  as  the  aversion  to 
food  came  on  again  she  was  put  on  the  somatose. 
Under  the  atropine  and  saline  waters  the  tem- 
perature fell  and  the  bowels  were  opened,  but 
convalescence  was  extremely  slow,  and  it  was  a 
long  time  before  she  regained  her  usual  state  of 
health.  Without  a  food  like  somatose  that  she 
could  take  without  the  disturbance  of  the  stomach 
produced  by  milk  and  broths,  1  think  the  chances 
were  all  against  her  recovery. 

Case  V. — Miss  D.,  aged  about  30,  contracted 
diphtheria  from  a  young  child  in  the  family  that 
died  from  the  disease,  and  presented  the  usual 
symptoms,  with  much  disturbances  of  the  stom- 
ach and  distaste  for  food.  As  soon  as  the  diag- 
nosis of  the  disease  was  made  clear,  she  was 
given  2000  units  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  and  [-60 
-rain  of  bichromate  of  potash  every  two  hours. 
For  nourishment  milk  and  somatose  were  given, 
until  the  condition  of  the  stomach  permitted  the 
addition  of  eggs,  be<  f-soup,  and  more  substantial 
food.  After  the  first  few  days  the  ease  pro- 
gressed uneventfully  to  complete  recovery.  It 
is  in  cases  like  this  where  the  stomach  is  so  gen- 
erally affected  by  the  poison  of  the  disease  that 
I  find  somatose  a  most  valuable  adjuvant  in  sus- 
taining the  patient  through  the  crisis  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

Cases  VI,  VII,  \  111.  IX,  comprised  diphtheria 
in  four  children  of  one  family.  Though  the  con- 
stitutional symptoms  wen  they  all 
refused  the  ordinary  diet,  which  caused  nausea 
and  vomiting,  even  the  sight  of  food  distressing 
iln  in.  They  would,  however,  take  a  teaspoonful 
of  somatose  in  half  a  cup  of  hot   water  or  milk 
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without  objection  until  they  began  to  improve 
and  the  nausea  ceased.  This  carried  them  over 
the  crisis  and  they  all  made  perfect  recoveries. 

Case  X. — Mrs.  B.,  aged  about  40  years,  has 
suffered  for  a  number  of  years  from  chronic  indi- 
gestion which  now  and  then  exacerbates,  taking 
on  the  acute  form,  with  gastralgia,  nausea,  con- 
stipation, and  inactivity  of  the  liver.  There  was 
no  rise  in  temperature,  but  severe  pain  in  the 
head.  These  acute  attacks  would  last  from  seven 
to  ten  days,  and  gradually  subside  under  the  use 
of  proper  medication  to  promote  activity  of  the 
liver  and  to  give  tone  to  the  stomach.  For  the 
first  two  or  three  days  she  would  take  little  or  no 
food,  and  what  she  did  take  would  cause  great 
distress.  After  treating  her  in  several  of  these 
attacks,  which  came  on  every  two  or  three 
months,  I  began  using  somatose,  a  teaspoonful  in 
a  cup  of  hot  water,  every  four  hours,  alone, 
without  any  other  nourishment,  for  the  first  day 
or  two,  adding  broths,  eggs,  and  milk  as  the 
stomach  got  better.  Under  this  regime  the  at- 
tacks became  more  amenable  to  treatment,  were 
shorter  and  do  not  recur  with  so  great  frequency. 
♦      ♦ 

Ode   to   a   Twentieth   Century   Surgeon.* 

Have  you  had  an  operation? 
If  you  haven't  you're  not  in  it: 
Even  if  you  are  quite  healthy 
You're  in  danger  every  minute. 

Let  me  amputate  your  fore-skin 
Just  to  show  you  how  it  goes, 
Or  perhaps  a  rhi-no-plastic 
Operation  on  your  nose. 

Little  things  like  this  will  truly 
Show  the  modus  operandi, 
And  you'll  realize  demurely 
Best  to  have  a  surgeon  handy. 

Let  me  quote  you  recent  prices, 
Latest  cuts  and  fancy  stitching. 
All  the  scrubs  and  new  devices, 
Surface   shaved   about   the   breeching. 

Brain  removed  (above  the  collar) 
Forty  ounces  for  one  dollar. 
Ears  transplanted,  eyes  put  out, 
Adenoids  removed  through  snout. 

Tonsils  taken  while  you  wait, 
One  or  both  (if  they  don't  mate) 
Hearts  curetted,  valves  reset, 
Stomachs  turned  to  tripe  (you  bet)  ! 

As  for  lungs,  we  clean  and  shine  'em 
Or  if  very  bad  reline  'em. 
But  for  fear  you  are  a  scoffer 
Hear  our  combination  offer. 

Clean  one  lung,  one  stomach  turn, 
Cut  off  tonsils  (one  or  pair) 
Split  a  kidney,  one  spine  burn. 
Heart  curetted  (with  great  care), 

*  Delivered  by  Dr.  J.  Arthur  Ballard  at  the  149th  birthday 
celebration  of  Hahnemann,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 


Remove  ovaries,  womb,  and  liver, 
Testicles  and  prostate  gland, 
Leave  your  gall  to  help  you  shiver. 
I've  got  plenty  still  in  hand. 

If  you'll  pay  an  even  hundred 
I'll  hom-at-ro-pine  your  lamps 
And  if  later  I  have  blundered. 
We'll  include  some  trading  stamps. 

Mortb  IRevnewino. 

A  Case  of  Poisoning  by  Ergot. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  about  fifty,  being  troubled  by  a 
severe  and  protracted  menorrhagia,  was  ordered 
to  take  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot.  Having  taken 
it  for  some  time,  increasing  the  dose  to  nearly  a 
teaspoonful,  and  growing  worse  instead  of  bet- 
ter, she  applied  to  me  for  relief.  I  found  her 
very  debilitated,  and  the  flow,  which  was  of 
black,  viscid  blood,  increased  with  movement  of 
the  body.  Crocus  sat.  200,  relieved  the  flowing. 
The  anaemic  symptoms,  pulsating  arteries  and 
enlarged  veins  of  the  neck  and  debility  and 
noises,  "  as  of  wind  blowing  very  hard  in  the 
ears,"  were  cured  by  opium  and  phosphorus 
200.  After  the  cure  was  completed,  I  sat  down 
with  her  and  noted  in  Lippe's  Materia  medica, 
the  symptoms  of  secale  which  she  had  verified 
by  an  involuntary  proving.  These  are,  so  far  a^ 
I  know,  and  "  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief,"  apart  from  the  simple  menorrhagia  she 
had  at  first,  and  as  follows : 

Great  anxiety ;  giddiness  as  from  intoxica- 
tion ;  dull  pain  in  the  back  part  of  the  head ;  ob- 
scuration of  sight ;  humming  and  roaring  in  the 
ears,  with  deafness.  (Could  hear  better  by 
pressing  on  the  carotid  artery,  which  she  was 
accustomed  to  do  when  conversing.)  Pale,  yel- 
lowish, sunken  countenance,  with  eyes  sur- 
rounded by  a  blue  circle ;  formication  in  the  face ; 
painful  tingling  in  the  throat  and  on  the  tongue ; 
swelling  of  the  tongue ;  violent  unquenchable 
thirst ;  insatiable  hunger,  especially  for  acids ; 
continuous  nausea ;  worse  after  eating ;  violent 
pressure  in  the  stomach,  as  from  a  heavy  weight, 
with  sensitiveness  to  the  touch ;  hemorrhage 
from  the  uterus  of  black  liquid  blood ;  the  dis- 
charge is  increased  by  motion ;  heavy,  anxious 
breathing  with  moaning;  tingling  of  the  back, 
which  is  numb,  extending  to  the  tips  of  the  fin- 
gers ;  deadness  of  the  finger-nails ;  pulse  un- 
changed "  even  with  the  most  violent  attacks  "  ; 
formication  under  the  skin :  aggravation  from 
warmth  ;  amelioration  from  cold  air. 

I  am  sorry  I  did  not  examine  the  urine,  as  it 
would  probably  have  yielded  albumen,  but  at 
first  was  not  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
patient  was  indebted  to  secale  for  these  symp- 
toms. One-half  or  two-thirds  of  a  dram  of 
the  extract  every  few  hours  ought  to  give  some- 
thing of  a  proving.  The  patient  is  well  now, 
one  year  since.  A.  F.  M. 
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Polyphase  Currents 
in  Electrotherapy. 

This  work  by  Dr.  ( ieorge  I  ferschell  has  special 
n  ference  to  the  treatment  of  neurasthenia,  atonic 

dilatation  of  the  stomach,  and  constipation.  The 
author  has  described  the  apparatus,  technique, 
and  therapeutical  employment  of  the  alternating 
dynamo  current,  the  currents  having  a  threefold 
relationship  and  being  carried  by  three  con- 
ductors in  definite  time  sequence. 

Such  a  three-phase  relationship  is  said  to  be 
the  most  advantageous  in  treatment,  and  the 
physiological  effects  of  the  application  of  such 
triphase  currents  to  the  human  body  are  said  to 
be  an  increase  in  the  tension  and  amplitude  of  the 
pulse  tracing, an  increase  in  the  excretion  of  urea, 
and  a  contraction  effect  on  the  muscular  wall  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  tract.  (  )n  these  grounds  the 
triphase  current  is  recommended  in  cases  of  neu- 
rasthenia with  low  blood  tension,  in  cases  of 
muscular  atony  of  the  stomach,  and  in  the  treat- 
ment of  constipation.  It  is  also  recommended  by 
Dr.  Herschell  for  "loss  of  memor)  and  the 
power  of  concentration,"  for  "morbid  fears."  for 
headache,  nervous  indigestion,  and  neuroses  oi 
sensation. 

For  obstinate  constipation  it  is  said  to  be  n 
sarv  to  »ive  five  or  six  sittings  a  week  for  sx 
weeks.  The  dynamo  current  has  been  in  regular 
therapeutic  use  in  at  least  one  hospital  for  several 
years,  and  as  far  as  we  are  aware  it  has  not 
manifested  any  appreciable  advantages  over  other 
electrical  methods.  If,  however,  the  involuntary 
muscular  mechanisms  of  the  internal  viscera  can 
be  powerfully  stimulated  by  the  polyphase  cur- 
rents, it  is  obvious  that  the  method  may  have  a 
wide  sphere  of  usefulness;  it  is,  however,  equally 
obvious  that  it  must  be  employed  with  caution 
and  common  sense. 

Sammlung 

Cllnischer    Abhancllungen. 

Dr.  Mohr's  work  on  Diabetic  and  Non-Diabe- 
tic autointoxications  deals  with  certain  aspects  of 
the  interesting  subject  of  acid  autointoxicat 
that  is  to  say,  of  such  morbid  states  as  are  asso- 
ciated with  the  production  in  the  organism  of 
beta-oxybutyric  acid  and  its  derivatives  aceto- 
acetic  acid  and  acetone. 

The  occurrence  of  these  three  closely  related 
substana  s,  the  "  acetone  bodies  "  of  Gelmuyden, 
in  the  urine,  has  loni;  been  recognized  as  charac- 
ter-       1  -'tain  types  of  diabetes  mellitus  and 


further  as  being  the  chief,  if  not  the  sole,  mani- 
festation of  perverted  metabolism  in  some  other 
morbid  states  either  of  manifesl  or  recondite 
origin.  The  precise  significance  and  the  geni 
of  these  substances  in  the  organism  have  keen  the 
subjects  of  numerous  investigations,  to  an  excel- 
lent summary  of  which  the  first  portion  of  the 
work  is  devoted. 

The  writer  accepts  at  once  the  view  that  many 
clinical  phenomena  associated  with  the  excessive 
production  of  beta-oxybutyric  acid  are  manifesta- 
tions of  a  dealkalization  of  the  blood  and  tissue 
fluids,  resulting  from  the  excessive  excretion  of 
the  basic  constituents  in  combination  with  the 
acid  metabolites.  The  possibility  suggested  by 
Kraus  that  the  whole  complex  of  such  conditions 
may  depend  on  some  ulterior  intoxication  is  dis- 
missed readily,  too  readily  in  our  opinion. 

The  vexed  question  of  the  genesis  of  beta- 
oxybutyric  acid  and  its  derivatives  is  dealt  with 
at  once  concisely  and  clearly,  the  varied  signifi- 
cance of  the  experimental  work  of  this  direction 
is  criticallv  discussed,  and  the  conclusion  drawn 
in  favor  of  the  synthetic  origin  of  beta-oxybutyric 
acid  from  products  of  fat  katabolism. 

In  seeking  for  the  cause  of  this  anomalous 
metabolism,  the  writer  on  the  basis  of  Hirsch- 
feld's  work  considers  that  the  essential  and  only 
factor  is  defective  carbohydrate  assimilation. 
The  appearance  of  "  acetone  bodies  "  in  the  urine 
of  healthy  subjects  deprived  of  carbohydrates,  in 
inanition,  in  the  various  morbid  states  classed  by 
von  laksch  as  "  acetonurias  "  and  in  severe  types 
of  diabetes  mellitus,  is  in  one  and  all  merely  the 
expression  of  defective  carbohydrate  assimila- 
tion. 

On  the'  basis  of  this  view  is  recommended  in  a 
final  section  devoted  to  therapeutic  indications, 
first,  the  administration  of  carbohydrates  in  an 
easily  assimilable  form  with  the  idea  of  prevent- 
ing the  further  production  of  beta-oxybutyric 
acid,  and.  secondly,  the  exhibition  of  alkalies  by 
the-  mouth  and  intravenously  to  neutralize  the 
acid  already  formed,  and  to  conserve  and  add  to 
the  diminishing  store  of  alkali  in  the  l>loo<l  and 
1    fluids. 

Digestibility     and 
Absorbability    of    Foods. 

In  a  Manual  e>f  Medicine,  edited  b)  W.  II.  All- 
chin,  there-  is  a  well-written  disquisition  on  Food 
and  I  )ie-t  by  Dr.  R.  Hutchison,  lb'  shows  that 
the  physical  form  of  a  food  has  more  influence 
upon  the'  I'ase-  with  which  it  is  digested  than  an\ 
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other  consideration.  Fineness  of  division  greatly 
facilitates  solution  in  the  stomach.  On  the  other 
hand,  all  tough  and  hard  articles  of  diet  are  dis- 
solved with  difficulty,  while  the  presence  of  much 
fat  in  the  interstices  of  a  food  militates  against 
rapid  disintegration  by  preventing  the  ready  in- 
gress of  gastric  juice.  The  quantity  of  any 
article  eaten  has  less  influence  on  its  digestibility 
than  its  consistence.  Doubling  the  quantity,  for 
instance,  does  not  mean  doubling  the  time  re- 
quired for  digestion  but  only  prolonging  it  by 
about  one-half.  Dr.  Hutchison  further  draws 
attention  to  the  influence  which  certain  accom- 
paniments of  meals  have  upon  the  rate  of  diges- 
tion. He  states  that  water  is  almost  devoid  of 
any  influence  unless  the  amount  taken  is  ex- 
cessive ;  hot  water  even  accelerates  digestion. 
Tea  and  coffee  delay  it,  both  in  the  mouth  and 
the  stomach,  but  alcoholic  drinks  have  "  aston- 
ishingly little  effect,"  and,  so  far  as  the  stomach 
at  least  is  concerned,  may  even  accelerate  the 
process  by  promoting  a  flow  of  gastric  juice. 

Die   chemische 

Pathologie  der  Tuberculose. 

The  German  volume  on  the  chemical  pathology 
of  tuberculosis,  edited  by  Dr.  Ott,  is  a  joint  pro- 
duction by  several  authors,  each  of  whom  sum- 
marizes and  reviews  the  work  which  has  been 
done  in  special  departments  of  the  subject. 

The  chemistry  of  disease  is  still  in  its  infancy, 
and  a  great  deal  more  work  will  have  to  be  done 
before  the  data  of  chemical  analyses  can  enable 
us  to  understand  the  essential  nature  of  the 
processes  at  work  in  producing  the  tissue  changes 
peculiar  to  tuberculosis.  Dr.  Ott's  book  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  By  collecting  the  some- 
what meager  results  which  have  already  been  at- 
tained, the  gaps  in  our  present  knowledge  are 
clearly  indicated,  and  a  stimulus  is  provided  for 
future  research  in  the  direction  in  which  it  is 
most  needed. 

In  his  chapters  on  tubercle  bacilli  and  tuber- 
culin Dr.  Jolles  does  not  appear  to  think  that 
chemical  analyses  as  yet  justify  any  very  positive 
conclusions  as  to  the  exact  composition  of  tuber- 
culous toxin  or  its  relationship  to  the  bacilli 
themselves  on  the  one  hand  and  to  the  products 
of  their  metabolism  on  the  other.  He  thinks  the 
very  high  percentage  of  phosphorus  found  in  the 
ash  of  tubercle  bacilli  is  a  point  of  some  impor- 
tance, and  associates  this  affinity  of  the  bacilli  for 
phosphorus  containing  compounds  with  the  fre- 
quent presence  of  bacilli  within  the  calcareous 
deposits  found  in  healed  tuberculous  lesions. 

Dr.  Moraczewski's  chapter  on  the  chemistry  of 
the  blood  is  particularly  interesting.  Dividing 
tuberculosis  into  three  stages,  he  finds  in  the  first 
a  diminution  in  blood  pigment,  a  concurrent 
diminution  in  iron,  a  loss  of  serum  albumin,  an 
increase  of  potassium  salts,  an  increase  of  fibrin, 
and  the  appearance  of  cellulose.  In  the  second 
stage   the   amount    of    fibrin    is    still    further    in- 


creased, and  the  blood  becomes  more  concen- 
trated. In  the  third  stage  the  amount  of  fibrin 
diminishes.  As  the  disease  nears  its  termination 
we  have  a  steady  diminution  in  iron,  potassium 
salts,  and  phosphates,  and  a  steady  increase  in 
sodium  salts. 

In  Dr.  Ott's  very  brief  chapter  on  milk  we  find 
that  a  very  marked  diminution  has  been  observed 
in  the  percentage  of  milk  sugar  secreted  by  tuber- 
culous udders.  But  the  number  of  chemical 
analyses  which  have  been  made  of  tuberculous 
milk  appears  to  be  extremely  small,  and  the  sub- 
ject would  probably  repay  fuller  investigation. 

Die    Dlfferentialdiagnose 
zwischen    Epilepsie    und    Hysteric 

Although  hysteria  and  epilepsy  are  classed  as 
functional  diseases,  hysteria  is,  Dr.  Hoche  affirms, 
functional  in  the  sense  that  it  does  not,  and  never 
can,  possess  a  pathological  anatomy,  whereas 
epilepsy  is  functional  only  in  the  sense  that  we 
are  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  changes  in  the  central 
nervous  system  which  give  it  origin.  It  is  not 
denied  that  parallel  with  the  psychical  phenomena 
of  hysteria  changes  must  be  taking  place  in  the 
central  nervous  system,  but  these  changes  are 
only  of  such  a  kind  as  normally  accompany  men- 
tal activity.  The  theories  as  to  the  aetiology  of 
epilepsy  are  too  numerous  even  for  Dr.  Hoche  to 
name,  but  the  various  explanations  of  hysterical 
phenomena  find  suitable  mention. 

The  question  of  hystero-epilepsy  has  for  many 
years  excited  the  liveliest  discussion  in  France, 
but  in  Germany,  Dr.  Hoche  says,  has  until 
recently  been  completely  ignored.  Landouzy's 
division  of  hystero-epilepsy  into  two  forms,  ac- 
cording to  whether  the  epileptic  and  hysteric 
symptoms  are  mingled  in  the  same  attack  or  occur 
in  the  same  individual  at  different  times,  has  been 
adopted  by  Charcot  and  his  school,  with  this 
alteration,  that  the  latter  division,  in  which  the 
same  individual  is  subject  to  both  hysterical  and 
epileptic  attacks,  is  called  hystero-epilepsy,  but 
the  former  division,  in  which  any  one  attack  par- 
takes of  the  characters  of  both,  is  considered  a 
true  hysteria.  Moebius  condemns  in  forcible 
language  the  use  of  the  expression  at  all,  but  of 
late  others — Oppenheim,  Binswanger,  etc. — 
assert  the  existence  of  mixed  or  intermediate 
forms. 

Since  Romberg  in  1857  drew  attention  to  pupil 
changes  in  epileptic  attacks,  much  importance  has 
been  attached  to  this  sign  as  affording  a  valuable 
means  of  diagnosis.  Recent  investigations,  how- 
ever, have  proved  that  this  is  by  no  means  of 
absolute  worth.  The  pupil  changes  in  epilepsy 
are  variable  and  inconstant,  even  in  attacks 
classical  in  type.  The  pupil  changes  may  begin 
with  the  aura ;  they  may  be  present  in  minor 
epilepsy  and  persist  for  some  time  after  the 
attack,  or  in  the  most  severe  cases  they  may  not 
be  present  at  all.  as  in  Oppenheim's  case,  in  which 
lisrht  reaction  was  maintained  to  the  end  of  an 
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attack  terminating  fatally.  Of  the  pupil  changes 
in  hysteria  there  exists  a  fairly  rich  literature, 
beginning  with  Galezowski's  paper  (1870)  in 
which  an  account  is  given  of  hysterical  myosis. 
Sluggishness  and  failure  of  light  reaction  were 
found  by  Fere  1  [882)  in  grave  hysteria:  and  by 
others — too  numerous  to  mention — maximal  di- 
latation, maximal  contraction,  spasm  of  accom- 
modation, and  abolition  of  reflex  contraction  to 
convergence  and  accommodation  have  been  ob- 
served. 

These  changes  ma)  be  present  in  one  attack 
and  not  in  another;  they  are  generally  sym- 
metrical, and  have  no  relation  to  loss  of  1 
sciousness  or  severity  of  attack.  Tn  the  interval 
between  attacks  these  changes  may  also  be 
present.  The  absence  of  light  reflex  is,  how- 
ever, not  a  reflectory  immobility  in  the  Argyll- 
Robertson  sense,  but  is  a  total  immobility,  due, 
not  to  interference  with  the  reflex  arc.  but  to 
spasm  of  the  iridic  musculature,  and  thus  anal- 
ogous to  the  apparent  loss  of  knee-jerk  in  a 
hysterically  contracted  leg.  Since  the  existence 
of  a  dilator  papillae  muscle  has  been  set  beyond 
doubt,  it  can  easily  be  understood  how  spasm  of 
one  or  other  set  of  muscles,  dilator  or  contractor, 
may  bring  about  this  condition  of  immobility 
with  maximal  dilatation  or  contraction.  When, 
moreover,  the  pupil  changes  occurring  normally 
under  psychical  influences  are  home  in  mind,  the 
occurrence  of  marked  pupillary  changes  in 
hysteria  ceases  to  be  extra-ordinary. 

Though  pupil  changes.  Dr.  Hoche  concludes, 
serve  in  the  majority  of  cases  as  a  distinguishing 
feature  of  epilepsy,  they  arc  not  absolutely 
diagnostic.  With  regard  to  the  minority  of  cases 
insusceptible  of  accurate  differential  diagnosis, 
Dr.  Hoche  deprecates  the  use  of  the  term  hystero- 
epilepsy  as  confusing  two  diseases  which  have  no 
real  point  of  contact,  and  regards  the  mode  of 
development  and  permanent  mental  alterations 
in  epilepsy  as  the  most  valuable  factors  in  dif- 
ferential diagnosis. 

Die  Mittelorheiterungen. 

Statistics  derived  from  Bezold's  hospital  and 
private  practice  from  1869  to  1901  inclusive  are 
the  foundation  of  Dr.  Dolger's  book  on  middle- 
ear  suppurations.  Reference  is  made  to  Be- 
zold's investigations  as  to  the  frequency  of  pu- 
rulent otitis,  and  its  residua  in  school  children, 
as  also  the  influence  of  these  affections  on  the 
mental  development  of  the  subjects.  The  gen- 
eral mortality  amounted  to  1.4  per  cent,  in  1 .75- 
cases  of  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  middle 
ear. 

The  method  of  examination  of  the  middle  ear, 
especially  in  relation  to  suppurative  disease-,  i- 
treated  in  considerable  detail,  the  scope  of  the 
practical  application  of  the  "  continuous  tone 
series"  receiving  judicious  consideration.  We 
miss  a  reference  to  Dennert's  mode  of  checking 
observations  on  the  hearing  power  in   cases  of 


severe  one-sided  deafness  when  the  other  ear  is 
functionally  active. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  acute  suppura- 
tion of  the  middle  ear  measles  accounts  for  ^.y 
cent,  as  compared  with  _>.S  attributable  to 
scarlet  fever.  The  latter  disease,  however, 
seems  to  work  greater  ravages  in  the  structure-, 
as  we  find  that  in  chronic  case-  scarlet  fever  ac- 
counts for  [3.8  per  cent,  and  measles  for  only 
[.6.  The  fact  that  extreme  dullness  of  hearing 
is  due  to  other  causes  rather  than  perforation  of 
the  membrane  as  such  is  insisted  on,  and  the 
various  factors  are  enumerated  with  the  singu- 
lar exception  of  concomitant  involvement  of  the 
lab)  rinth. 

The  conditions  essentia!  for  the  development 
of  the  cholesteatoma  are  made  out  to  he  contin- 
uity at  the  margin  of  the  membrane  between  the 
cutis  of  the  external  meatus  and  the  lining  of 
the  middle  ear.  either  from  the  perforation  ex- 
tending to  the  side  wall  or  from  the  formation 
of  a  cicatrical  bridge  between  the  edge  of  a  non- 
marginal  perforation  and  one  of  the  internal 
walls  of  the  tympanum.  The  extension  inwards 
of  the  cuticular  epithelium  is  considered  b 
old  to  be  originally  nothing  else  than  the  heal- 
ing process  on  the  surface  of  the  ulcerated  and 
proliferating  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane. 
When  this  takes  place  in  a  more  or  less  closed 
cavity  and  there  is  an  obstruction  of  the  free  exit 
of  the  superficial  cornificd  layers,  the  mass 
formed  by  the  concentric  layers  of  epithelium 
constitutes  a  "  cholesteatoma."  Bezold's  obser- 
vations on  the  condition  of  the  opposite  ear  in 
cases  of  unilateral  cholesteatoma  are  peculiarly 
interesting,  as  he  finds  that  in  23.6  per  cent,  of 
attic  cholesteatoma,  affections  of  the  Eustachian 
tube  existed  on  the  other  side  in  23.6  per  cent. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  middle  ear  is  dealt  with 
in  a  comparatively  short  chapter.  Scheibe  found 
the  tubercle  bacillus  in  13  out  of  25  cases  of  sup- 
puration of  the  middle  ear  occurring  in  the  sub- 
jects of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Bezold  was 
probably  the  first  to  draw  attention  to  the  pain- 
less onset  of  tuberculosis  of  the  middle  ear.  At- 
tention is  also  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  these 
cases  the  Eustachian  tubes  are  more  permeable 
than  in  ordinary  cases  of  suppuration  of  the  mid- 
dle ear.  Bezold's  strong  advocacy  of  the  boric 
acid  treatment  of  middle-ear  suppuration  is  here 
repeated,  and  an  attitude  of  moderate  conserva- 
tism is  maintained  in  regard  to  operative  treat- 
ment. 


— The  Hahnemann   Society  of  the  Cleveland 

Homeopathic  Medical  College  had  its  annual 
banquet  at  the  Hotel  Euclid,  on  the  evening  of 
March  31.  We  understand  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  extremely  inclement  weather,  over  fifty 
persons  graced  the  festive  board.  It  was  our 
regret  that  we  could  not  attend  as  we  had  hoped 
to  do,  and  for  which  tickets  had  been  furnished 

Us. 


138 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


TpOPlCS    okxheJJoUR 


Copyrighted  Medical  Papers. 

THE  publication  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Journal 
of  Homeopathy  in  its  March  issue  of  Dr.  T. 
G.  McConkey's  prize-essay,  presumably  taken 
from  the  Medical  Century — whose  editor  has 
copyrighted  that  whole  number  containing  these 
essays — raises  the  question  whether  Dr.  McCon- 
kev  had  any  right  to  publish  his  successful  essay 
anywhere,  after  having  once  accepted  the  prize- 
money  which  the  Medical  Century  had  paid  him; 
whether,  in  fine,  he  had  not  parted  with  all  his 
right,  title,  and  interest  in  said  essay.  This 
query,  of  course  also  covers  the  possibility  that 
the  Pacific  Coast  Journal  of  Homeopathy  may 
not  have  copied  from  the  Medical  Century  at  all, 
but,  instead,  had  used  a  duplicate  copy  of  the 
paper  from  the  hand  of  the  author  himself, — 
who  happens  to  be  one  of  the  assistant  editors  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Journal. 

We  remember,  once  upon  a  time,  that  there 
was  a  man  in  St.  Louis,  in  the  candy  business, 
who  made  a  taffy  that  became  famous,  and  whose 
sales  brought  in  a  lucrative  income.  His  name 
was  Oakes,  and  the  candy  was  known  as  Oakes' 
Taffy.  Presently,  having  had  a  good  bid  for  his 
business  and  taffy,  he  sold  out  and  the  purchaser 
moved  in  and  continued  to  make  Oakes'  Taffy. 
Tiring  of  inaction,  the  original  Oakes  started  in 
the  candy-making  business  once  more  and  in  St. 
Louis.  The  party  who  had  bought  him  out, 
thereupon  invoked  the  aid  of  the  Courts,  had  him 
enjoined  from  making  and  selling  Oakes' 
Candies,  and  it  was  decreed  that  Oakes  had  sold 
his  name  as  well  as  his  secret  process,  and  he  was 
prohibited  from  using  his  name  in  connection 
with  his  later  confectionery  endeavors. 

We  anticipate  no  legal  difficulties  in  the  case  of 
Dr.  McConkey  and  the  Pacific  Coast  Journal,  for 
Dr.  Dewey  and  Dr.  McConkey  are  personal 
friends,  and  doubtlessly  have  an  understanding 
touching  the  matter ;  but,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  having  heard  that  another  journal  purposed 
the  republication  of  these  successful  essays,  when 
its  editor's  attention  was  called  to  the  copyright, 
and  he  was  thereupon  estopped  from  continuing, 
we  wondered  if  a  medical  author  could  publish 
his  work,  after  having  once  practically  sold  it  out 
of  hand.  We  all  know  that  ownership  of  a 
"  literary  "  manuscript  ceases  when  once  it  is  sold 
to  a  publishing  house,  and  that  the  author  has  no 
recourse  even  if  the  manuscript  is  never  printed, 
to  the  disappointnient  and  chagrin  of  the  author. 

A  concluding  word  is  that  it  seems  eminently 
fair  since  the  Medical  Century  had  purchased 
these  essays,  it  ought  to  be  entitled  to  their  ex- 
clusive use  in  every  possible  way. 


Soothing  Syrup  Journalism. 

Note,  sometimes,  with  what  affectionate  solici- 
tude and  consideration  the  daily  papers  speak  of 
daily  happenings.  For  instance,  a  Cleveland 
morning  paper  found  itself  necessitated  recently, 
because  of  the  coroner's  inquest,  to  chronicle  the 
death  of  an  infant  child  from  an  overdose  of 
soothing  syrup — think  of  it — soothing  syrup. 
Instead  of  spinning  out  the  incident  to  fill  a  half 
column  and  giving  the  name  of  the  maleficent 
syrup  in  order  to  protect  the  babies  of  its  many 
readers  against  a  repetition  of  the  pitiful  tragedy, 
the  paper  dismisses  the  incident  in  twenty  lines 
adding  that  the  menstruum  is  "  a  soothing  syrup 
common  in  the  market."  Only  this  and  noth- 
ing more.  But  if  Dr.  Jones,  or  Rev.  Mr.  Smith. 
or  Judge  Robinson's  over-active  and  mischievous 
son  cuts  up  a  vicious  caper  and  is  landed  behind 
the  bars ;  of  if  the  Doctor  himself,  or  the  Clergy- 
man, or  the  Judge  gets  mixed  up  in  a  deal  that 
might  in  all  kindness  and  charity,  because  of  his 
former  good  standing  in  the  community  and  in 
consideration  of  his  innocent  family  be  dampened 
down  a  wee  bit,  behold  how  the  papers  all  and 
singular,  morning  and  evening,  go  out  of  their 
way  to  carefully  probe  into  the  life  history  of  the 
culprit,  giving  the  parents'  names,  their  former 
and  present  residence ;  what  position  the  Doctor 
or  Clergyman  or  Judge  holds  in  the  church  or 
University  or  City  Courts ;  what  clubs  and 
societies  the  mother  belongs  to ;  and  whether  the 
daughter  or  sister  attends  the  high  school  or  is 
training  for  teacher  in  the  normal  school  or  not. 
Not  very  long  ago  a  young  man  in  Pittsburg  for- 
got to  ring-up  fares  as  a  trolley-car  conductor. 
He  was  taken  red-handed  with  the  goods  on  him. 
The  item  was  telegraphed  to  Cleveland  where  it 
was  found  the  culprit's  home  had  been.  An 
enterprising  morning  paper,  not  one  of  the  yel- 
low kind  either  by  any  means,  hunted  up  the  pa- 
rental home,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  secured  a 
photograph  of  the  boy,  who  had  served  honor- 
ably in  the  Spanish-American  war,  had  it  half- 
toned,  printed  that  with  his  school  and  war  his- 
tory, together  with  his  father's  business,  and 
mother's  history,  names  of  nearby  relations,  resi- 
dence, etc.,  in  a  first-page  article,  thus  bringing 
disgrace  and  disaster  on  an  innocent  home  be- 
cause of  the  waywardness  of  a  wayward  son  in  a 
distant  city.  But  when  "  a  soothing  syrup  com- 
mon in  the  market  "  kills  a  baby,  the  baby-killing 
concern,  being  a  wealthy  patent-medicine  com- 
pany, is  shielded,  its  name  suppressed,  perhaps 
because  it  advertises  lavishly,  and  the  payment 
of  a  few  dirty  dollars  into  the  newspaper's  count- 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


'39 


ing  room  is  of  far  more  exceeding  value,  and 
worth,  than  the  wrecking  of  an  innocent  home, 
or  the  smirching'  of  a  wide  relationship. 


The  Iroquois  Memorial  hospital. 

From  a  Monday  morning  paper — and  this  is 
one  of  the  doubtful  phases  of  the  article,  for 
Monday  papers,  as  a  rule,  carry  lots  of  infor- 
mation that  isn't  so — but  from  this  Monday 
paper  we  learn  that  the  Iroquois  disaster  at 
Chicago  will  find  a  fitting  memorial  in  the  build- 
ing of  a  $500,000  hospital  in  that  city  to  which 
amount  \V.  M.  1  loyt  and  R.  T.  Crane  are  chief 
contributors — these  two  patrons  having  both 
suffered  the  loss  of  loved  ones  in  that  awful  fire. 
The  splendid  part  of  the  item  is  that  this  me- 
morial hospital  is  to  be  known  as  the  Chicago, 
Homeopathic  I  Fospital  and  will  be  built  at  the 
corner  of  Wood  and  York  streets  adjacent  to  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College.  The 
building  is  to  be  novel  in  many  ways.  It  is  to  be 
-even  stories  high,  of  compact  form  and  built  of 
stone  and  pressed  brick.  It  will  be  fireproof, 
with  tile  floors.  There  is  to  be  a  roof-garden 
with  a  forest  of  palms  and  trees  and  an  abun- 
dance of  flowers.  By-  means  of  elevators  con- 
valescents will  be  taken  to  the  roof  in  invalid 
chairs  and  rolled  into  the  garden  to  enjoy  the 
beauties  and  gain  the  benefit  of  the  fresh  air  and 
sun-bath-. 

Truly  this  hospital  is  a  consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wished;  and  we  sincerely  hope  and 
pray  that  this  memorial  news  item  may  be  a  true 
statement  of  probabilities,  even  though  the  an- 
nouncement comes  to  us  of  a  Monday  morning — 
and  from  Chicago  at  that.  Our  patriotism  and 
sectarian  class  pride  is  very  pleased  to  know  that 
it  is  to  be  a  homeopathic  hospital,  and  presumably 
under  the  care  and  charge  of  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  Medical  College.  It  could  hardly 
be  in  better  professional  and  school  hands. 

We  hope  that,  among  other  promised  advances 
and  improvements  on  existing  hospitals — and 
that  roof-garden  idea  is  an  inspiration — it  will 
also  arrange  to  keep  visiting  surgeons  and  phy- 
sicians from  using  a  brass-band  to  announce  their 
important  arrival  and  parade  through  the  quiet 
halls  of  the  hospital. 

That  it  will  cause  due  respect  to  be  paid,  in  the 
actual  performance,  to  the  signs  of  "  Silence  "  so 
lavishly  distributed  throughout  the  corridors, 
and  that  this  admonition  will  apply  not  alone  to 
the  insignificant  but  price-paying  patient  and  his 
friends,  but  as  well  to  the  nurses  of  all  degrees, 
to  the  house  physician,  and  to  the  visiting  physi- 
cians and  students. 

That  not  more  than  two-dozen  fire-alarm  bells 
of  varying  sizes  and  sounds  shall  be  tolled  • 
hour  throughout  the  hospital  wards  to  call  nurses 
or    physicians    or    ambulances    or    orderlies    or 
typhoid-fever-tubs  or  stretchers  for  the  dead. 


That  the  unwritten  but  damnable  system  of 
feeing  nurses  and  underlings  shall  be  inconti- 
nently bundled  out  at  the  main  front  door,  and 
every  nurse  or  dependent  of  that  hospital  accept- 
ing Mich  bribe  or  fee  to  follow  out  at  that  same 
d  101 

That  as  this  new  building  is  to  be  a  homeo- 
pathic hospital  pure  and  simple,  it  may  not  be 
necessar)  to  till  still  more  print  space  with  the 
recommendation  that  each  patient  he  considered 
a  living  individuality,  to  be  treated  individually 
as  and  for  him  or  herself. 

That  not  all  patients  be  treated  at  a  certain 
hour  set  down  in  the  hospital  domesday  book  to  a 
high  enema, at  another  to  a  sleeping  draught  willv 
nilly,  at  another  fed  a  few  airy  hospital  nothings 
from  the  diet  kitchen,  at  another  receive  a  bed- 
pan; and  that  none  of  these  and  several  other 
things  can  be  evaded  or  avoided  or  had  for  love 
-though  possibly  for  money — except  at  the 
machinery  made  hours  and  times,  by  an  inflexi- 
ble, machinery  turned-out  house  staff. 

That  scandalous  flirtations  between  rosy-lipped 
and  apple-cheeked  nurses  and  last  March's  suc- 
cessful graduate  house  physicians  be  sharply  re- 
stricted to  off  hours,  or  totally  interdicted. 

That  the  Supreme  Control  of  this  new  Insti- 
tution may  not  put  the  whole  of  this  seven- 
storied  hospital  in  the  fostering  care  and  double- 
brained  activity  of  a  recent  graduate  youth  of 
perhaps  twenty-five  summers  and  an  equal  num- 
ber of  hard  Chicago  winters,  to  do  with  the 
patients  in  the  absence  of  the  family  physician  or 
surgeon  as  he  may  like  out  of  the  vastness  of  In- 
experience and  his  overabundance  of  knowledge: 
but  that  some  practical  medical  man  with  busi- 
ness acumen  be  paid  a  good  living  salary  to  live 
in  that  hospital  as  by  first  intention. 

That  this  manager  shall  know  enough  to  call 
up  the  family  physician  by  telephone  in  such 
emergency  times  as  are  likely  to  arise  in  the 
hours  when  the  highly  ornamental  visiting  staff 
does  not  have  its  white-trousers  and  gold  lace 
parade  with  drum-corps  following  of  twenty  or 
thirty  noisy  students;  and  giggling  nurses;  and 
that  he  will  not  sneak  in  a  shot  of  morphine,  or 
an  A.  B.  S.  pill,  or  a  trianol  capsule,  or  a 
strychnia  comp.  tablet.     Finally 

That  some  part  of  this  new  hospital  be  set 
aside  where  the  operated-upon  patients  may  come 
out  from  under  the  anaesthetic,  and  not  by  their 
groans  and  moans  disturb  that  other  class'of  un- 
fortunates who  are  trying  to  have  a  rest  cure, 
or  may  be  recovering  from  merely  medically 
treated  diseases. 

♦     -• 

Coffee   Drinking. 

It   is   pleasant   to   note   the    sharp   but    withal 
proper  criticism  of  American   Medicine  of  that 
anti-coffee-drinkers  company  which  is  exploiting 
a  mock-coffee  upon  the  scared-to-death  popul 
which    latter   reads   the  advertising  columns  and 
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pages  of  the  literary  magazines,  and  notes  with 
awesome  fear  and  trembling  the  awful  pictures 
and  consequent  consequences  of  drinking  an  oc- 
casional cup  of  good  coffee  for  breakfast.     Of  all 
inane,  nay  almost  all  insane  things,  commend  us 
to  a  cup  of  substitute-coffee  for  an  early  break- 
fast, upon  the  which  to  do   six  hours  of  good 
solid,    sane    thinking,    or    manual    labor.      That 
there  are  some  few  people  who  cannot  take  a  cup 
of  good  mocha  and  rio  judiciously  blended  goes 
without  much  if  any  needed  argument ;  but  so 
there  are  some  few  people,  of  the  male  species, 
who  shudder  at  the  thought  of  a  good  Havana 
cigar,  or  a  glass  of  liquor,  when  surroundings  of 
a  nature  to  invite  unbending  call  for  a  temporary 
laying    aside    of    puritanic    ideas    and    sky-high 
moralities.     There  comes  a  time  in  the  lives  of 
most   men   who   mingle   with   men,   in   the    red- 
blooded  way  of  geniality  if  not  of  business,  when 
a  cigar  or  even  a  cigarette  is  the  proper  caper, 
and  a  sensible  use  of  the  occasion  and  the  weed 
hurteth   him   not ;    while   ostentatiously   paraded 
total  abstinence  draws  upon  himself  much  ridi- 
cule and  merited  criticism.     And  so  with  coffee. 
A  good  cup  of  coffee  has  its  place ;  it  is  certainly 
one  of  the  most  cheering  as  it  is  one  of  the  most 
sustaining  of   beverages.     But  these   substitute- 
coffee  people  having  employed  a  first-class  ad- 
vertisement writer,  one  caparisoned  roundabout 
with  a  vivid  imagination  and  a  wonderfully  fear- 
some capacity  for  picture-making,  have   fright- 
ened   the    chipped-sawdust    and    breakfast-food 
eaters  into  believing  that  every  consumer  of  this 
cup  which  cheers  but  not  inebriates,  will  undoubt- 
edly  fall   down   in  an  unpoetic   and   ungraceful 
heap  in  a  trolley-car,  or  even  amid  the  holy  and 
cellar-like  damp  and  calm  of  church  with  deadly 
heart-failure  and  be  dead  for  a  long  while  there- 
after.    As  our  fair   (  ?)   critic,  who  cut  off  her 
subscription  because  we  made  fun  of  prayers  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Institute,  is  now  safely 
out  of  the  country,  and  engaged  in  missionary 
endeavor  somewhere  in  the  wilds  of  farthermost 
Africa,  we  rest  in  a  reasonable  sense  of  security, 
that  she  will  not  now  see  this  latest  evidence  of 
our  natural  depravity,  nor  be  able  to  find  that  we 
recommend   whiskv-drinking  and  tobacco-smok- 
ing as  a  regular  diet  for  immature  youths,  any 
more  than  that  we  are  recommenders  of  Kabo 
corsets   with    that   fine,    straight-front   effect,   or 
high-heeled  shoes,  or  lead-impregnated  hair  dyes, 
-or  grass  sandwiches,  or  oatless-oatmeal  breakfast 
foods.     During  one  of  our  periodic  absences  on 
the  other  side  of  the  big  water,  a  patient  of  ours 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  friendly  brother  physi- 
cian, but  one  who  practised  his  art  according  to 
the  letter  rather  than  the  spirit  of  the  law.     He 
discovered,    ,vhat   was   not   new,   that   this   lady 
suffered  with  a  bad  liver  and  a  somewhat  erratic 
heart.     Without  much  considering  of  her  other 
and  general  condition,  he  instantly  forbade  coffee, 
and  began  firing  away  at  the  liver.     This  lady 
had  been  a  coffee  drinker  from  earliest  infancy, 


and  found  that  it  sustained,  while  it  gave  her 
some  ambition  for  the  doing  of  all  that  weary 
everlasting  grad-grind  round  of  monotonous 
work  which  falls  to  the  daily  and  hourly  care  of 
a  good  housewife  and  mother.  When  we  were 
called  into  the  case  again  we  found  a  woman 
blanched,  almost  bloodless,  unable  to  do  aught 
but  lament  her  approaching  demise,  with  a  new 
servant  in  the  house,  and  a  husband  distracted- 
We  restored  the  one  cup  of  coffee  at  breakfast, 
even  at  the  deadly  risk  of  coloring  her  com- 
plexion a  little  yellow  or  brown,  and  in  a  verv 
little  time  had  her  around  about  her  duties  once 
more  with  fair  ambition  and  energy.  True  her 
liver  is  bad  and  always  will  be  bad,  and  her  heart 
will  some  day  shut  up  on  short  notice.  But  until 
that  time  comes,  she  will  be  able  to  live  and  en- 
joy the  twilight  years  of  her  existence,  instead 
ot  prolonging  her  days  perhaps  a  few  years,  but 
not  living  at  all,  merely  dragging  her  wounded 
body  through  days  of  listlessness,  and  her  nights 
into  and  out  of  sleeplessness  and  pain.  All  this 
was  a  half-dozen  years  ago,  and  she  still  lives, — 
and  so  does  her  husband — Praise  be !  We  have 
taken  coffee  from  people  and  will  continue  to  do 
so,  but  there  must  be  some  better  reason  for  it 
than  the  assumed  deadliness  of  poison  which 
every  cupful  is  found  to  contain,  according  to  the 
substitute-coffee  philosophers  and  advertisement 
writers  at  so  much  per. 


The  Therapy  of  Proprietaries. 

We  often  wonder,  when  scanning  the  ad  pages 
of  our  exchanges  who  make  large  pretense  of 
answering  burning  questions  from  their  corre- 
spondents in  slab-town  localities,  why  these 
alleged  editors  make  such  constant  and  almost 
offensive  use  of  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  of  lavishlv 
advertised  proprietary  medicines,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  of  their  advertisers.  Every  ob- 
servant reader  of  medical  journalism,  Ltd.,  can- 
not have  failed  of  noting  how  these  few  proprie- 
taries are  ambled  forward  in  every  issue  to  the 
delectation  and  sophistication  of  Country  Corre- 
spondents, and  Occupiers  of  the  Anxious  Seat 
in  the  Cloaca  of  Gonorrhea  and  Broken  Sexu- 
ality ;  so  that  we  wonder,  as  we  said  at  the  begin- 
ning, why  this  is  permitted  by  the  other  adver- 
tisers ;  and,  further,  why  some  one  of  these 
erudite  editors,  Ltd.,  doesn't  branch  out  for  him- 
self and  become  the  Father,  as  he  has  been  Chief 
Recommender,  of  Proprietary  Medicine  Therapy, 
at  so  much  per,  with  a  rake-off  from  the  Pro- 
prietary Medicine  Companies?  What  more  easy 
to  do,  for  a  reader  of  a  few  issues  of  these  jour- 
nals, than  to  answer  for  himself  the  burning 
questions  of  its  many  Liver,  Light,  and  Life-seek- 
ing slab-town-Tennessee-Enquirers.     As  thus : 

Given  a  case  of  gemto-urinary  irregularity, 
from  adherent  prepuce  to  senile  impotence,  and 
sanmetto  is  the  prescription.     If  it  chance  to  be  a 
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case  of  jangled  nerves,  or  the  like,  then  we  have 
respiton,  or  neurilla,  or   seng.     Should   it  be  a 

liver  and  lights  involvement,  chiona  is  the  royal 
road  to  rectification.  Is  there  anything  gone 
wrong,  or  criss  cross,  actual  or  imagined,  with  a 
pregnant  female,  before,  after,  at.  or  between 
times,  behold  aletris  cordial  rio,  is  the  blazing- 
star  of  hope.     It  is.  truly,  a  rare  condition  where 

ia's  quinine,  or  echthol,  or  peacock's  bromides. 
celerina.  cactina,  papine,  and  a  handful  of  other 
valuable,  well-known  and  equally  lavishly  adver- 
tised goods  are  not  rolled  to  the  lime-lighted  front 
to  be  given  solus,  or  with  a  modicum  of  fresh 
air  or  two  modicums  of  exercise,  or  three  modi- 
cums of  diet.  It  would  seem,  indeed,  the  simplesl 
of  all  simple  things  jn  the  domain  of  modern 
medicine,  to  practice  medicine  with  a  do/en  eight- 
ounce  bottles  1  original  package)  at  one  dollar 
per,  as  advertised  and  highly  recommended  in 
each  issue  of  "  our  "  Journal. 

In  all  this  that  has  gone  before  we  distinctly 
disclaim  any  condemnation  of  the  Proprietaries 
referred  to,  for.  homeopath  though  we  are.  we 
know  that  many,  if  not  all.  of  them  are  good  and. 
when  intelligently  used,  prove  satisfactory;  that 
which  moves  us  to  take  our  Waterman  in  hand 
is   the  apparent   injustice   to   all    the   other   and 

^tilar  the  advertisers  of  other  proprietary 
medicines,  some  whereof  may  possibly  be  much 
better  in  the  estimation  of  older  hands  at  the 
medical  bellows.  For  instance,  the  medical  mar- 
ket is  filled  with  saw-palmetto  compounds — liq- 
uors, extracts,  berries,  pills,  capsules  and  choco- 
late colored  conseals  as  large  as  pants'  buttons — 
reputed  to  be  as  efficacious  in  revamping  and  re- 
habilitating a  prostrated  prostrate,  or  in  bulg- 
ing out  a  set  of  baggy  breasts,  or  of  retarding 
declining  sexual  vigor  in  an  almost  burnt-out 
roue  as  sanmetto ;  why  then,  stick  so  like  death 
to  a  dead  nigger,  to  the  sanmetto,  in  a  half-dozen 
or  more  monthly  recitativo  pages  recounting 
with  unctuous  pen  the  marvelous,  nay  mirac- 
ulous restoration  of  the  octogenarian,  who  ought 
to  be  thinking  of  his  latter  end,  or.  rather,  oughl 
not  to  be  thinking  of  it ;  and  of  the  young  or 
middle-aged,  crimson-necktied  sport  with  cop- 
per-colored patches,  who  has  been  unable. 
latterly,  to  keep  pace  with  the  race  he  had 
entered  upon  some  little  while  agone? 

There  are  many  other  advertised  goods  that 
appeal  strongly  to  the  reader  of  these  journals 
tKat  ought  occasionally  to  enjoy  a  little  passing 
journal  notoriety,  say  like  Sulphogen,  IVtellin's 
Food,  Tyree's  Hay  Fever  remedy,  Thiocol,  Anti- 
kamnia,  Thialion,  California  Fig.  Syrup,  (con- 
fessedly a  syrup  of  Senna  leaves.)  Mr.  Fellows' 
Superior  Syrup  of  Hypos.,  good  for  those  also 
who  have  the  hypos,  Terraline  (the  picture  ac- 
companying shadowing  forth  a  coachmanned  but 
consumptive-looking  doctor-man  carrying  a 
large  bottle  of  the  real  stuff  in  his  hand  in  full 
view,  while  being  hauled  from  one  Maccabee  or 
Forester  patient  to  some  other  contract  case,) 


Liquid  Bread  (which  is  beer),  Fitchmul,  Gono- 
septone  (which  is  a  sol.  of  calciumxantho-car- 
bazatate) — did  yon  catch  that,  George, — 
Ruckstuhl's  Special  <  >ffer   1  with  a  questionable 

picture  accompanying),  The  Whirling-  Spray 
Syringe  (which  even  the  dullest  of  women  can 
see    is    intended    for    a    pti  Atmistophar- 

macan  for  Whooping-Cough,  Varicocele  Cured 
,n  Nome  1  with  Wilson  A.  Smith's  picture,  when 
he  was  younger  and  handsomer  than  now,  in  the 
corner  of  the  ad.  I,  Antiphlogistine,  Tongaline, 
Bovinine,  Listerne,  Labordine,  Calamine,  Vasel- 
ine, Gasoline,  Dionene,  Viriline,  Pixine,  Papine, 
Benzine  and  a  hatful  of  other  -ines. 

A  concluding  thought  comes  to  us — as  the 
preachers  am!  some  sons  of  preachers  say — why 
is  it  that  so  many  of  these  Anxious  Enquirers  for 
Sweetness  and  Light  in  these  correspondent 
answering  journals  have  such  an  unholy  knack 
of  finding  important  eases,  male  and  female,  in 
whom  the  chief  complaint  is  of  a  sexual  nature, 
and  a  description  of  whose  ails  and  ills,  borders 
so  often  upon  the  nasty,  and  forbidden? 
♦      ♦ 

Typhoid  Fever 

I  he  Charlotte  (N.  (A  1  Med.  Journal  has  a 
timely  and  excellent  editorial  article  on  the  Value 
of  Cold  Baths  in  Typhoid  Fever,  in  which  it 
cites  figures  and  data  to  show  that  it  is  at  best 
a     doubt  fid     measure,     and     impliedly     counsels 

against  its  employment.  The  article  quoted 
speaks  at  some  length  of  other  things  that  go  to 
make  for  good  general  treatment,  the  conclusion 
of  which  we  print:  "We  have  no  desire  to 
depreciate  the  very  great  value  of  frequent 
spongings  with  ordinary  water.  They  are  often 
soothing  and  refreshing,  but  not  so  with  the 
cold  bath.  Many  patients,  really  a  great  ma- 
jority of  them,  dread  the  cold  bath.  They  ex- 
perience nil  feeling  of  relief  or  pleasure  after  or 
during  their  use.  If  we  were  to  devote  more 
time  and  study  to  each  individual  case,  its  wants 
and  needs  rather  than  follow  without  the 
slightest  variation  one  method  of  treatment  we 
would  often  save  cases  which  we  now  lose. 
Manx  physicians,  I  believe,  overlook  the  impor- 
tance of  little  things  which  have  a  decided  bear- 
ing upon  the  future  termination  of  their  a-i-. 
The  patient,  when  it  is  possible,  should  be  hu- 
mored. He  may  have  diseased  notions  about 
things  and  it  may  not  be  possible  or  wise  to 
please  him,  but  when  you  can  comply  with  all 
of  his  wishes  you  are  in  a  position  to  do  the  most 
for  him.  He  may  want  his  room  darker  or 
lighter,  warmer  or  colder,  it  may  be  too  crowded 
or  too  noisy,  he  may  object  to  the  odor  of  certain 
flowers  or  disinfectants,  his  attendants  may  not 
understand  him.  he  may  not  appreciate  their 
efforts  and  unless  they  are  experts,  discord  pre- 
vails and  a  fretted  expression  is  on  your  patient's 
face.  All  of  these  tilings  when  combined  have 
a  very  decidedly  bad  effect   in  most  cases  and 
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might  be  altogether  the  indirect  cause  of  a  man's 
death.  These  are  only  a  few  of  the  small  things 
I  can  think  of  which  should  always  be  looked 
after  and  corrected  in  the  management  of 
typhoid  fever  cases." 

*      ♦ 

Two  Splendid  Deadbeats. 

It  has  been  said,  and,  perhaps,  written  several 
times,  that  a  man  is  never  a  hero  to  his  valet. 
A  somewhat  similar  train  of  logic  constrains  us 
to  say  that  from  knowing  a  man  pretty  well  in 
his  private  life,  we  cannot  very  well  think  of  him 
otherwise  when  he  appeals  to  us  in  public.  An 
editor  (to  bring  all  this  epigrammatic  wisdom  to 
a  head)  has  many  opportunities  of  knowing  the 
men  of  his  profession  so  intimately  and  so  well, 
that  he  gauges  them  with  unerring  judgment, 
discrediting  this  or  that  one,  and  soliciting  the 
other.  If  a  man  can  be  guilty  of  smallness  in 
his  private  life  the  chances  are  equal  that  he  will 
be  of  the  same  caliber  when  he  shows  himself 
in  the  sunlight  of  public  relation.  The  touch  of 
money  shows  up  every  man.  Some  men  are 
most  admirable  in  their  financial  dealings.  They 
pay  a  bill  not  only  promptly  but  with  a  word  of 
encouragement.  Others  fight  a  bill  as  the 
gentleman  in  cloven  hoof,  and  spiked-tail  attach- 
ment is  said  to  fight  holy  water.  There  is  never 
any  trouble  with  a  man  who  owes  a  bill  and 
candidly  admits  to  his  creditor  that  a  present 
stringency,  mentioned  possibly  in  extenso,  pre- 
vents the  honoring  of  a  bill  at  this  time.  A 
creditor  who  pushes  so  honorable  a  debtor  deny- 
ing him  time  until  he  can  liquidate  his  indebted- 
ness, deserves  to  lose  the  claim  in  toto.  When, 
however,  a  man,  having  enjoyed  to  the  full  the 
value  of  a  commodity,  and  being  then  courte- 
ously requested  to  pay  for  it,  refuses  on  one 
pretext  or  another,  threateningly  perhaps,  then 
the  measure  is  full  and  over-running,  and  it  only 
requires  the  thumb-screws  of  the  law,  or,  that 
failing,  the  boot  of  his  contemporaries,  to  bring 
him  to  his  senses. 

We  have  in  mind  two  instances  out  of  an  em- 
barrassment of  riches  which  might  be  cited  in 
illustration  of  our  homily,  but  we  content  our- 
self  with  these  two. 

A  man,  presumably  a  gentleman,  in  fair  prac- 
tice as  a  specialist,  living  in  a  desirable  neighbor- 
hood, and  a  handsome  house,  after  taking  our 
journal  for  a  number  of  years,  and  forgetting 
to  pay  for  it,  was  reminded  of  his  failure  in 
gentle  words  by  the  publishers.  He  answered 
rather  surlily,  finding  fault  with  the  amount  of 
the  bill — a  common  subterfuge  of  the  profes- 
sional deadbeat — but  ultimately  gave  a  written 
promise  that  on  or  before  a  date  set  by  himself 
he  would  honor  the  account.  That  date  came 
and  went,  and  several  other  dates  also  came  and 
went  and  were  added  to  the  scroll  of  Time ;  and 
still  this  highly  honorable  practitioner  and 
specialist,  living  in  a  fine  residence,  in  a  bang-up 


neighborhood,  and  trading  among  his  patrons 
and  medical  brethren  upon  the  presumption  of 
his  honorable  dealings  in  matters  financial,  failed 
to  honor  his  written  promise  or  to  answer  letters. 
As  we  had  the  former  pleasure  and  honor  of 
this  great  man's  acquaintance,  and  the  facts 
being  brought  to  our  notice  by  our  publishers — 
as  we  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
business-end  of  The  American  Physician  and 
never  had — we  undertook,  in  a  pleasant  way,  to 
mix  in  and  ask  why  he  refused  to  answer  letters 
from  the  firm.  Thereupon  this  gentlemanly 
exemplar  of  homeopathy  and  specialism  gave  us 
a  real  darn,  good  licking  at  long  range — by 
mail — telling  us  to  mind  our  own  adjectived  par- 
ish business  and  not  mix  into  things  that  didn't 
materially  concern  us.  And  the  case  was  abso- 
lutely in  his  hands ;  for  we  are  fain  to  admit  that 
it  was  no  business  of  ours  to  wake  this  gentle- 
manly gentleman  to  any  sense  of  his  honor. 

In  another  instance  a  man  who  poses  as  one  of 
the  chief  inhibitors  of  that  rarefied  upper 
stratum  in  the  church  of  high  potency,  where 
even-thing  is  cured  by  a  dose  of  the  'steen 
millionth  of  a  drop,  given  in  the  dark  of  the 
moon  in  one  dose,  not  too  strongly  succussed, 
and  preferably  when  the  tide  is  out,  was  re- 
minded by  the  box-office  of  his  indebtedness  for 
a  year's  subscription.  He  answered,  saying  that 
he  had  not  subscribed ;  later,  that  possibly  he 
might  have  sent  a  request  for  a  trial  copy,  and 
inclosed  twenty-five  cents  in  silver.  Being  after- 
wards shown  his  postal  card  order  asking  to  be 
placed  on  the  subscription  books,  he  again 
answered  that  he  would  not  pay,  adding  that  he 
was  execution-proof  anyway !  Having  burnt  our 
lily-white  fingers  in  the  other  case  we  refrained 
from  trying  the  effect  of  fire  a  second  time,  and 
which  our  publishers  did  not  again  ask  of  us,  so 
we  will  not  likely  receive  a  denunciatory  letter 
from  him. 

But  the  shortsightedness  of  so  frank  an 
avowal  of  scoundrelism !  What  will  be  the  effect 
upon  the  editor  of  this  and  the  other  journals — 
for  by  a  sort  of  free-masonry  these  instances  are 
usually  known  to  the  medical  editorial  craft — 
when  this  execution-proof  scoundrel  sends  his 
next  high  potency  paper  to  the  various  journals, 
in  order  to  perpetrate  a  fraud  upon  the  readers 
by  a  pretended  cure?  Even  if  he  finds  print- 
room  here  and  there  in  some  of  the  lame-duck 
journals,  or  those  few  who  do  not  yet  know  him, 
will  not  his  words  go  for  naught?  Will  anyone 
knowing  him  credit  anything  he  writes?  And 
does  not  the  publication  of  marvelous  cures  and 
miraculous  restorations  by  infinitesimal  dosage 
in  the  hands  of  this  execution-proof  and  fit  as- 
sociate of  the  other  thirty-pieces-of-silver  party 
but  who  did  ultimately  repent  and  hang  himself, 
hurt  the  profession  of  homeopathy  ? 

The  bill  in  either  case  will  not  make  or  break 
the  box-office ;  it  is  not  that  which  moves  us  to 
take  our  typewrter  in  hand.  The  publishers 
could  and  would  readily  have  forgiven  either  of 
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these  twain  had  they  asked  for  thai  on  the  score 
nf  inability  to  pay— something  that  frequently 
happens  in  every  publishing  office,  and  in  every 
physician's  office.  But  no  publishing  office,  and 
no  physician,  and.  indeed,  no  one  else  will  for- 
give a  self-avowed  scoundrel  and  blackleg,  or 
one  who  hides  himself,  like  some  of  the  higher 
postal  officials,  behind  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 
or  the  execution-proofness  of  himself  and  his 
house. 

And    having    spoken    thus    mildly    and    tem- 
perately as  is  our  wont,  and  as  becomes  and  bc- 
is  and  befits  the  'umble  life-tenant  of  a  poor 
parish  practice  in  Cleveland,  we  rest  our  case. 
-♦     ♦ 

Antivaccination. 

I  'rofessor  Dr.  Paul  Forster,  Friedenau,  Berlin, 
makes  the   following   statements:    (i)    "By  the 

analogy  of  other  infectious  diseases  it  appears 
that  vaccination  has  no  beneficial  influence  at 
all."  (2)  "The  diseases  follow  their  own  up- 
ward and  downward  curves,  increase  and  vanish 
again,  provided  they  are  not  foolishly  converted 
from  epidemic  to  endemic  diseases,  which  is 
precisely  the  result  of  vaccination."  (3)  "  ET0V1 
ever,  the  general  health  is  not  as  good  as  it  ought 
to  be,  and  if  there  are  fewer  deaths  from  small- 
pox there  are  more  from  other  diseases,  partic- 
ularly from  consumption  and  diphtheria.  Com- 
pared with  these,  smallpox,  when  properly 
treated,  is  a  mild,  and  may  even  be  regarded  as  a 
beneficial,  disease,  eliminating  morbid  matter. 
Instead  of  letting  this  process  be  accomplished 
we  weaken  vitality  by  vaccination  so  that  the  evil 
must  seek  another  way  of  escape,  or  safety- 
valve." 

♦      ♦ 

Chloroform  in  Labor. 

E.  Ricketts  thinks  the  importance  of  con- 
serving the  maternal  force  during  the  puerperal 
state — and  especially  during  delivery — has  not 
been  sufficiently  emphasized.  Chloroform  dur- 
ing delivery  is  the  remedy  that  is  faithfully  to 
conserve  the  energy  of  the  patient.  Lacerations 
and  contusions  resulting  from  childbirth  are  far 
more  frequent  following  so-called  normal  labor 
than  those  carefully  delivered  under  chloroform. 
The  exhaustion  of  the  pregnant  uterus  by  un- 
successful effort  at  delivery  in  prolonged  labor 
may  be  the  cause  of  postpartum  hemorrhage 
after  final  delivery  under  anaesthesia.  He  quotes 
Simpson's  rules  with  approval  as  follows:  1. 
Begin  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  when  the 
patient  complains  of  much  pain,  generally 
toward  the  end  of  the  first  stage.  2.  Always  in- 
culcate perfect  quietness  around  the  patient, 
particularly  when  commencing  to  give  the  chlo- 
roform. 3.  Only  give  it  during  the  pains,  and 
withdraw  it  during-  the  intervals.  4.  When 
given  during  this  stage  the  anaesthesia  need  not 


be  deep,  unless  the  suffering  be  great  or  the 
system  of  anaesthesia  disagreeable.  5.  As  the 
second  stage  progresses  make  the  anaesthesia  so 
complete  as  to  destroy  all  sensibility.  6.  Do  nol 
allow  the  urinary  bladder  to  become  overdis- 
tended.  7.  Do  not  restrain  the  patient  to  one 
position.  8.  Be  sure  to  remove  the  chloroform 
as  soon  as  the  child  is  born.  9.  Do  not  awake 
the  patient  artificially. — Med.  Mews. 


IBeoh  IRcvicws. 


Hay-1  1  i!  [ts  Prevention  and  Cure.  By  Perry 
Dickie,  M.    I>.,  Author   of   "  Ui  iia  :    Its    Causes, 

Effects,  and  Treatment."     Philadelphia  :  Boericke  &  Tafel. 

1902. 

Not  since  the  late  Dr.  Lippincott  uttered  his 
I  la\  fever  brochure  have  we  seen  a  booklet  on 
the  subject  quite  as  charming  and  instructive  as 
this  of  Dr.  Dickie's,  lie  is  without  question 
master  of  his  subject,  for  be  bandies  it  in  all 
phases  and  with  a  freedom  and  intelligence 
which  stamps  him  and  his  work  as  fine  and 
thorough.  The  book,  which  is  not  a  large  one. 
reminds  us,  indeed,  of  the  Compton  Burnett 
series  of  little  books;  but  every  page  teems  with 
information  and  of  the  kind,  too,  which  is  ap- 
preciated and  appropriated  by  homeopathic 
physicians.  As  the  season  approaches  for  hay- 
fever,  why  not  each  subscriber  and  reader  of 
this  notice,  invest  in  this  little  book  and  be  pre- 
pared for  the  onslaught  of  the  nasty  and  dis- 
agreeable disorder?  The  money  will  be  well 
spent,  we  are  confident. 

Constitutional  Therapeutics.  "The  Patient,  not  the 
Disease."  By  A.  W.  Woodward,  M.  I>.,  for  Twenty- 
five  Years  a  Teacher  of  Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Thera- 
peutics in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College. 
Philadelphia  :  Boericke  &  Tafel.     1903. 

This  book  should  have  been  printed  and  pub- 
lished ten  years  ago:  had  it  been,  it  might,  in 
great  part,  have  stemmed  the  subsequent  and 
present  tide  towards  medicial  nihilism  in  homeo- 
pathic medicine,  as  well  as  in  allopathy.  '  The 
Patient,  not  the  Itisease."  ought  to  have  been 
the  homeopathic  maxim  from  the  first — and  we 
remember  that  it  was  so  when  we  sat  at  the  feet 
of  our  college;  and  that  Hahnemann  himself  so 
taught  and  wrote.  But  the  school  has  fallen 
away  from  this  sane  and  successful  treatment, 
into  all  the  catchy  and  chemical  things  that  have 
flitted  across  the  medical  horizon  from  tim< 
time,  dropping  one  to  take  on  another,  until  at 
the  present  day  it  would  be  difficult  for  Hahne- 
mann, were  he  to  come  to  Chicago,  or  Cleveland, 
or  any  other  accredited  homeopathic  center,  to 
find   many   homeopaths    in    active   practice.      Mr. 

W Iward   always   taught    this   theory   from    the 

first,  and  he  had  many  followers  who  are  still  at 
work  by  precept  and  example  in  keeping  up  the 
tires  on  tlie  altar  of  true  homeopathy.  It  is  re- 
freshing to  read  a  few  pages  lure  and  there  in 
this  fini'  volume,  after  having  carefully  studied 
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the  introductory  chapter,  and  note  how  excel- 
lently all  that  Hahnemann  taught  fits  in,  and 
makes  a  perfect  whole  of  the  theory  and  the 
practice.  His  study  and  presentation  of  the 
commoner  remedies  and  those,  naturally,  that  the 
working  profession  is  most  familiar  with,  is 
excellent  in  the  highest  degree.  We  would  sug- 
gest that  some  of  our  alleged  materia  medica 
teachers  in  our  equally  alleged  homeopathic  col- 
leges purchase  this  superb  book  and  read  it  care- 
fully and  understandingly:  then  there  would  be 
less  talk  of  bugteriology  and  serum  therapy  and 
antitoxin  and  all  the  other  passing  "  dis- 
coveries "  of  the  chemical  school.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  learn  that  this  book  is  meeting  with  a 
large  sale,  for  it  is  truly  deserving  of  it.  It  is, 
in  our  estimation,  one  of  the  finest  homeopathic 
books  that  has  issued  from  the  homeopathic 
press  for  some  years  past. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs,  Including  Diabetes 
Mellitus  and  Insipidus.  By  Clifford  Mitchell, 
A.  B. ,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Renal  Diseases  in  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  Medical  College,  Urologist  to  the  Chicago 
Laboratory  for  Clinical  Diagnosis.  Illustrated.  Philadel- 
phia :    Boericke  &  Tafel.     1903. 

Dr.  Mitchell's  books  are  so  frequent  and  so 
well  known  to  the  profession  that  they  require 
merely  a  notification  of  their  newer  issuance  to 
attract  the  newer  notice.  Dr.  Mitchell  is  facile 
princeps  in  all  matters  appertaining  to  kidneys 
and  their  disorders,  and  anything  from  his  pen 
or  type-writer  is  sure  to  be  up  to  the  latest  and 
most  top-most  notch  on  the  professional  stick. 
Dr.  Mitchell  says  that  this  book  is  designed  for 
the  general  practitioner.  Perhaps  it  is :  but  any 
general  practitioner  who  can  take  enough  of  his 
time  to  read  and  digest  700  pages  on  kidneys 
alone,  is  not  a  very  busy  practitioner  and  is  more 
likely  to  be  a  specialist  in  kidneys.  If  Dr.  Mit- 
chell were  ever  guilty  of  uttering  a  poor  or  a 
cheap  book  then  it  might  be  possible  for  an 
ordinary  practitioner  to  "  wade "  through  the 
book  in  a  few  hours  or  days.  But  not  so  with 
his  later  lucubrations.  These,  one  and  all,  are 
of  the  highest  order  of  excellence  and  study  and 
will  not  admit  of  any  cursory  reading  or  dipping 
here  and  there ;  they  require  careful  and  con- 
secutive reading  and  study.  He  makes  the  other 
saving  point,  however,  that  while  a  general  prac- 
titioner may  not  be  competent  or  willing  to  do 
any  major  operation  in  the  line  of  surgery,  still 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  that  physician  to  be 
able  to  recognize  the  surgical  condition  and  call 
in  an  operator  before  the  chance  for  life  is  taken 
from  the  patient.  So  that  this  large  book  is  ex- 
plained. If  the  physician  cannot  do  the  things 
recommended  therein  for  the  correction  of  the 
kidney  diseases  so  graphically  depicted,  then  it 
is  at  least  his  bounden  duty  to  recognize  that 
disease  and  turn  over  his  patient  to  a  man  who 
is  famed  for  this  class  of  work.  But  we  have 
this  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  even  by  a  cursory 
browsing  and  studying  the  physician  can  gather 
a  mine  of  valuable  information  from  these  700 


pages  that  will  stand  him  in  good  stead  when  he 
least  expects  such  knowledge  to  be  of  service. 
The  book  is  well  arranged,  as  all  Dr.  Mitchell's 
books  are  well  arranged ;  it  is  well  printed  and 
bound  and  makes  a  fine  appearance. 

Dogs  ;  How  to  Care  for  Them  in  Health  and  Treat 
Them  when  III.  Homeopathic  Treatment.  Illustrated. 
Compiled,  and  Arranged  by  E.  P.  Anschutz.  Philadel- 
phia :   Boericke  k.  Tafel.      1903. 

Dr.  Anschutz,  who  is  not  a  Doctor,  but  ought 
to  be,  said  to  us,  that  when  he  sent  out  his  book 
on  Cats  it  seemed  to  make  so  little  commotion 
among  the  profession  that  he  more  than  half 
hesitated  about  sending  out  his  Dogs.  We  did 
not  see  the  Cats ;  but  we've  got  the  Dogs  and  a 
splendid  little  book  it  is.  Every  page  of  it  is 
full  of  information  which  any  lover  and  owner 
of  a  dog  can  apply  intelligently,  and  so  save  his 
pet  from  the  tender  mercies  of  the  D.  V.  S.,  who, 
as  ordinarily  composed,  is  a  gross  drugger,  and 
who  either  ruins  your  dog  or  leaves  him  in  such 
pitiful  plight  that  he  had  better  have  died.  We 
speak  from  sad  experience,  having  lost  a  fine 
mouse-colored  hound  through  the  able  ministra- 
tions of  one  of  this  class  of  gentry.  Dr. 
Anschutz  handles  the  homeopathic  remedies  in 
first  class  style  and,  as  we  had  occasion  at  a 
former  time  to  say,  knows  more  about  homeo- 
pathic materia  medica  than  nine-tenths  of  the 
current  homeopathic  graduates  or  of  practi- 
tioners who  have  been  out  of  school  ten  or  fifteen 
years.  The  indications,  if  any  physician  will 
follow  them  carefully  for  our  remedies,  are  true 
to  the  case  in  hand  in  every  instance.  The  pic- 
tures which  embellish  the  little  book  are  taken 
from  paintings  and  are  comical  but  withal 
apropos  to  the  book  and  the  subject.  If  you 
have  a  dog,  or  if  one  of  your  patients  has  a 
favorite  dog,  it  will  pay  you  to  buy  this  dog 
book  and  read  up  on  how  to  care  for  these  house- 
hold pets.  It  may  bring  you  in  some  fees 
sufficiently  large  to  pay  several  times  over  for 
the  price  of  the  book ;  besides  endearing  you  to 
your  female  patients — many  of  whom — in  this 
race-suicide  time — have  no  children,  but  who  do 
have  a  blanketed,  pampered  and  sweetly  curled 
little  pet  of  a  dog. 
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— Dr.  John  A.  Pearsall  died  at  his  home  in 
Saratoga,  April  18,  aged  fifty-three.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society  and  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy. 

— Dr.  James  C.  Wood  of  Cleveland,  former 
President  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homeo- 
pathy is  a  very  busy  man.  He  has  many  calls  to 
visit  distant  parts  of  the  county  to  operate. 
Recently  he  visited  Corry,  Pa.,  and  did  a  delicate 
but  successful  operation  for  Dr.  Wagner. 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


Mi 


— Dr.  C.  Y.  Basten,  of  Kearney,  Neb.,  has 
been  appointed  chief  physician  of  the  Kearney 
Reform  School. 

— The  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and 
Hospital  of  Chicago  graduated  forty-nine  seniors 
at  its  recent  Commencement  Exercises.  Some- 
thing doing  up  there.     Yes  ? 

— The  Practitioners"  Course  of  the  New  York 
Homeopathic  Medical  College  and  Hospital  be- 
-.111  on  May  2.  with  a  nice  class.  The  lectures 
will  continue  until  May  21.  Don't  miss  this 
course  if  you  are  within  reach. 

— The  officers  of  the  American  Obstetrical  So- 
ciety, which  holds  its  next  meeting  in  December, 
1904,  are  Sheldon  Leavitt,  M.  D..  President. 
Geo.  Clinton  Jeffrey,  M.  1)..  Treasurer,  and  Gil- 
bert  l'itzpatrick,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

— Dr.  L.  C.  McEhvee.  1221  North  Grand  Ave., 
St.  Louis,  has  opened  his  home  "  The  Doctors  " 
to  visitors  to  the  Fair.  We  recommend  this  op- 
portunity  to  all  our  friends — having  recently  had 
some  personal  experience  with  St.  Louis  hotels. 
The  rates  for  rooms  are  marvelously  reasonable. 

— The  Nineteenth  Annual  Commencement 
I  \ercises  of  the  Cleveland  Training  School  for 
nurses  of  the  Huron  St.  Hospital  were  held  at  the 
Euclid  Ave.  Baptist  Church,  April  2,  with  a 
class  of  eight.  The  diplomas  were  conferred  by 
Dr.  1.  Richey  Horner,  President  of  the  Medical 
Staff. 

— The  Missouri  Institute  of  Homeopath}-  held 
its  three  day  meeting  at  the  Southern  Hotel,  St. 
Louis,  as  announced.  Under  the  able  admin- 
istration of  Dr.  L.  P.  Crutcher,  of  Kansas  City, 
the  proceedings  moved  along  smoothly  and  in- 
terestingly, and  the  membership  present  had  no 
reason  for  complaint.  Full  report  in  our  June 
issue. 

— At  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Arkansas  State  Homeopathic  Medical  Associa- 
tion, held  in  Little  Rock,  on  April  12th.  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected: 

V.  H.  Mailman,  M.  D.,  President.  Hot 
Springs;  D.  B.  Neal,  M.  D.,  Yice-President, 
Little  Rock;  P.  C.  Williams.  M.  D.,  Treasurer, 
Texarkana ;  Zuber  X.  Short.  M.  D.,  Secretary, 
Hot  Springs. 

— The  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  will 
meet  in  Sixtieth  Annual  Session  at  Niagara  Falls, 
X.  Y.,  June  20th  to  25th,  1904.  Headquarters 
will  be  at  the  International-Cataract  House. 
Rooms  can  now  be  engaged.  The  Railroad 
Passenger  Associations  have  granted  a  special 
rate  of  a  fare-and-a-third  from  all  points,  on  the 
certificate  plan.  About  the  middle  of  May  the 
Announcement  of  the  coming  meeting  will  be 
mailed  to  all  Homeopathic  Physicians  whose 
names  are  in  Polh's  Medical  Register.  Blank  ap- 
plications for  membership  will  be  enclosed.  1  or 
further  information  address  the  Secretary,  Dr. 
<  has.  Gatchell.  Xo.  100  State  St..  Chicag 


— The  Minn.  ate  Homeopathic  [nstitute 

meets  at  Minneapolis,  Ma)    171I1.  [8th,  and  19th, 
for  its  38th  annual   Session  with    Henry   ( 
drich,  Minneapolis,   President,  ami   E.   1..  Mann. 
St.   Paul,  Secretary. 

— Dr.  Searson  will  in  future  practice  solely  in 
London,  at  So  VVimpole  Street,  \\ .  (formerly 
occupied  by  the  late  Dr.  Compton  Burnett), 
where  he  will  attend  daily  for  consultation  from 
11  to  1  o'clock  (excepting  Wednesdays 
Saturdays  when  3  to  5). 

[Does  the  learned  Doctor  noiv  know  how  to 
acute  prostatitis  homeopathically  ?] 

— The  graduating  class,  numbering  twenty- 
five  of  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  Col- 
lege,had  its  Commencement  Exercises  in  due  and 
ancient  form  at  Dr.  Eaton's  Baptist  Church. 
The  exercises  were  very  impressive  and  interest- 
ing. On  the  evening  preceding,  Dr.  Gaius  J. 
Dean,  and  Dr.  J.  Richey  Horner, 
>trar,  tendered  the  class  and  college  friends 
a  reception  at  the  Colonial  Club,  where  music, 
dancing,  banqueting,  and  a  jolly  good  time  gener- 
ally fittingly  rounded  up  and  closed  the  four 
years'  of  trial  of  these  students. 

— We  now  deliberately  and  with  malice  pre- 
pense challenge  the  Medical  Advance  and  its 
Kansas  City  correspondent,  llemenway.  to  pub- 
lish the  name  of  that  homeopathic  college,  which 
is  so  nearly  allopathic  in  its  faculty  that  llemen- 
way'.-. student  left  it  and  went  bodily  over  to  an 
adjacent  allopathic  college.  The  homeopathic 
profession  has  a  right  to  know  in  order  to  pro- 
tect itself  from  such  frauds.  Will  the  Medical 
Advance  give  this  college's  name  to  the  pro- 
fession, and  do  it  soon?     Sir? 

— In  Cleveland,  a  short  time  since,  a  very 
popular  and  much  beloved  gentleman  was  taken 
ill.  His  physician  placarded  the  house  with  a 
measles  sign.  Friends,  relatives  and  neigh- 
bors went  in  and  out  for  many  days;  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  visited  the  down-town  stores, 
went  to  market,  made  daily  purchases  at  the 
grocery,  attended  church,  and  so  forth.  Five 
minutes  before  the  death  of  this  Measles  patient 
the  same  attending  physician  reported  at  the 
Health  Office  that  the  ease  was  one  of  Smallpox! 
The  Health  officials,  thereupon,  wanted  to  shovel 
this  poor  dead  social-criminal  out  of  the  house 
and  into  the  ground  that  same  night,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  punishing  the  poor 
family  for  having  had  smallpox  in  their  house. 
Dismissing  for  the  moment,  as  too  evident  to 
1  argument,  the  culpability  or  ignorance  of 
this  attending  physician,  the  question  of  infec- 
tion is  a  chief  one  to  be  dealt  with.  Thus  far. 
two  weeks  after  the  death,  two  other  cases  of 
smallpox  have  been  reported,  directly  traceable 
to  this  blunder — which  is  worse  than  a  crime. 
I  low  many  more  will  come  down  with  this  dread 
disease,  of  all  the  many  who  visited  with  a  free 
hand    and    sympathetic    heart    this    patient,    and 
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then  returned  to  their  homes  in  crowded  street 
cars,  or  went  to  church  and  Sunday  school  (as 
happened  with  two  of  our  families),  remains  to 
be  seen. 

If  these  latter  and  their  families  of  little  chil- 
dren were  all  well  people  and,  therefore,  able  to 
throw  off  the  disease,  what  shall  be  said  of  the 
danger  to  the  weak  and  sick,  whom  this  physi- 
cian visited  in  his  daily  rounds  while  attending 
this  smallpox  patient?  The  residence  of  the  late 
patient  and  now  still  deceased  was  duly  and 
promptly  formaldehyded ;  it  remains  placarded, 
and  a  special  policeman  placed  in  front  who  is 
still  patrolling  there,  to  restrain  curious  people 
from  going  into  a  house  where  no  one  of  them 
would  knowingly  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn 
with  a  forty-mule  team.  The  barn  is  now 
securely  locked.  So  the  law  against  the  spread 
of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  has  been 
thoroughly  complied  with. 

—The  death  of  Dr.  Henry  M.  Dearborn,  of 
Xew  York,  which  occurred  on  February  16th 
last,  from  pneumonia,  leaves  a  large  hiatus  in  the 
Xew  York  homeopathic  profession  as  well  as  in 
the  faculty  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Col- 
lege. Dr.  Dearborn  was  a  fearless  writer  as 
he  was  an  advanced  student  in  all  lines  collateral 
of  medicine  and  of  medicine  itself.  His  friends, 
and  they  were  legion,  found  him  an  affable, 
warm-hearted  gentleman,  as  his  patients  found 
him  an  affectionate  and  sympathetic  as  well  as 
skillful  physician.  He  was  a  frequent  attendant 
upon  the  meetings  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  and  as  well  upon  his  State  Society 
and  other  gatherings  of  the  homeopathic  pro- 
fession. He  was  a  fine  speaker,  with  an  excel- 
lent delivery  and  a  most  attractive  personality. 
His  last  book  on  Dermatology  made  a  distinct 
hit  in  the  professional  market  and  will  long  con- 
tinue to  be  a  text-book.  Our  sympathies  to  his 
surviving  family. 

— When  we  were  a  boy,  and  like  Buttercup, 
young  and  handsome,  and  worked  on  a  farm, 
we  were  taught  to  arise  early  in  the  morning, 
winter  or  summer,  go  to  the  well-curb,  let  the 
moss-covered  bucket  run  its  full  length, 
strength,  and  weight  of  chain  into  the  limpid 
depths  below  ;  then  drawing  it  forth  with  a 
creaking  windlass,  tilt  the  bucket  on  the  curb, 
take  one  good  big  "  swig "  for  the  stomach's 
sake,  and  pour  the  remainder  into  a  tin  basin 
from  which  to  wash  ourself  without  soap  and 
sometimes  even  without  towel.  And  we  believe 
even  to  this  day  that  this  process  was  a  healthy 
one.  But  to-day,  thanks  to  the  researches  of 
the  scholarly  bugteriologists,  the  moss-covered 
bucket  that  hung  in  the  well,  has  been  con- 
demned and  the  well  closed.  Now  the  fiat  has 
gone  forth,  at  least  in  Cleveland,  that  the  proper 
health-saving  thing  to  do  is  to  boil  and  filter  the 
water  before  drinking  it,  or  using  it  to  wash 
dishes  or  beer-glasses  or  milk-cans.  And  the 
thought   comes   to   our   mind,   as   the   preachers 


usually  say,  to  ask  what  the  human  stomach  is 
getting,  when  it  fills  up  on  boiled  and  filtered 
water  (?)  Surely  it  is  no  longer  water  when  all 
its  elements  are  boiled  and  strained  out.  It  is 
like  that  historic  egg  invented  and  patented  in 
Xew  Hampshire  by  a  progressive  Yankee, 
which  egg  was  good  for  all  the  usual  purpose 
save  that  of  eating.  Will  some  kind  and  re- 
condite bugteriologist  in  his  occasional  lapses 
into  sanity,  consider  this  fluid-nee-water-ques- 
tion  and  tell  us  if  it  be  healthy  to  fill  the  stomach 
with  this  dead  mass  of  dead  liquid  ?  May  not 
this  of  itself,  the  drinking  and  eating  of  this 
minus-water,  have  much  to  do  with  the  prev- 
alence of  typhoid  fever?  Haven't  we  pretty 
nearly  run  the  gamut  on  the  infected  water 
question  ? 

— The  American  homeopathic  profession  will 
be  pleased  to  learn  of  the  establishing  of  an 
educational  work  by  the  British  Homeopathic 
Association  along  the  lines  of  homeopathy,  from 
January  to  July,  1904,  and  given  in  the  form  of 
lectures  in  conjunction  with  the  medical  staff 
of  the  London  Homeopathic  Hospital.  On  the 
staff  of  lecturers  we  find  such  famous  names  as 
Dr.  J.  H.  Clarke,  many  times  author  and  editor 
of  the  Homeopathic  World,  and  equally  cele- 
brated Dr.  T.  G.  Stonham,  who  will  give  materia 
medica  lectures.  In  the  department  of  Homeo- 
pathic Therapeutics  another  famous  man,  Dr.  D. 
Dyce  Brown  of  the  Homeopathic  Review,  as- 
sociated with  Dr.  J.  Galley  Blackley,  not  un- 
known to  American  homeopaths,  are  appointed 
the  lecturers.  With  four  such  thorough  men, 
homeopaths,  writers,  and  practitioners,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  a  course  of 
lectures  so  given.  There  are,  also,  other  courses, 
such  as  the  Missionary  course,  the  Proving  of 
Drugs  course,  that  of  Original  Research,  and  a 
Prize  Essay.  For  the  ■  summer  time  there  will 
be  a  Post-Graduate  course.  We  are  very  glad 
to  learn  of  this  practical  effort  to  give  England  a 
real  homeopathic  college.  The  men  named,  and 
others  contained  in  the  Syllabus,  assure  every 
student  of  a  thoroughly  good  homeopathic  course. 
We  wish  we  could  attend  and  add  to  our  knowl- 
edge of  homeopathy. 

— In  the  city  of  Cleveland  there  seems  to  be 
a  very  bedlam  of  efforts  to  discredit  everything 
that  tends  to  destroy  the  great  political  scheme 
of  foisting  a  several  million  dollar  filtration  plant 
upon  the  tax-ridden  citizens.  Milk  and  beer 
have  been  placed  on  the  bad  list,  and  now  the 
stone  filters  have  been  found  to  be  excellent 
breeding  colonies  for  the  typhoid  bacteriae.  The 
water  meters  were  condemned  only  a  few  days 
ago.  If  this  fool  business  continues  much  longer 
the  poor,  untutored,  scared-to-death  citizen  will 
submit  to  any  measure,  however  drastic  or  fi- 
nance-depleting, to  escape  this  constant  dishing 
up  of  horrors  with  his  Mothers'  Oats,  or  his 
Postal  Cerate  at  breakfast.  The  health  officer 
seems  to  have  become  infected  with  the  same  in- 
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sane  fear  of  these  bacteriae,  while  the  two  physi- 
cians of  the  Public  Hoard  of  Health  laugh  to 
n  the  efforts  of  the  political  doctors  to  saddle 
this  filtration  plant  upon  the  people.  On 
these  latter,  a  successful  physician,  by  the  way, 
says  that  he  drinks  his  lake  water  out  of  the  tap 
and  thrives  thereupon.  Everything  under  the 
sun,  save  and  except  the  two  million  dollar  filtra- 
tion plant,  will  he  proven  filled  to  the  last  degree 
with  bacteriae.  There  are  several  ways  of  killing 
a  cat. 

— Not  content  with  its  already  excellent  repu- 
tation, the  Pennoyer  Sanitarium  at  Kenosha, 
Wis.,  has  been  fortunate  enough  in  securing  the 
services  of  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Adams  of  Mew  York.now 
and  for  five  years  past  First  Assistant  Physician 
of  the  Gowanda  State  Homeopathic  Hospital  at 
Gowanda,  X.  V.,  caring  for  nearly  700  patients. 
Dr.  Adams  is  an  experienced  alienist  and  for 
three  years  preceding  his  work  near  Ihiffalo 
held  a  similar  position  at  the  Westborough  In- 
sane Hospital  near  Boston,  Mass.  This  rich 
experience  Dr.  Adams  now  brings  to  the  Pen- 
noyer Sanitarium  where  he  has  been  elected 
retary  and  Associate  Manager.  We  con- 
gratulate Dr.  Pennoyer  and  his  Sanitarium 
upon  this  excellent  acquisition,  and  we  extend 
to  Dr.  Adams  our  sincere  felicitations  upon  his 
preferment  in  this  famous  institution 

— We  are  in  receipt  of  a  colored  copy  of 
"  The  Doctor,"  the  famous  painting  by  Luke 
Fields — the  original  of  which  we  had  the 
pleasure  to  see  in  London — from  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  Modern  Medical  Science,  Wm. 
Cooper  Conant  of  Xew  York.  This  journal  is 
the  representative  of  I  kematherapy  or  auxil- 
iary treatment  with  supplied  bovine  blood 
with  motto  "  sanguis  sanguine  curetur."  The 
editor  is  very  enthusiastic  touching  his  hema- 
therapy and,  in  his  letter  to  us,  speaks  of  the 
wonderful  work  accomplished  by  Dr.  Biggs  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  with  bullock's  blood. 

"  Whatever  cynical  prejudice  may  be  pro- 
voked by  the  constant  clinical  exhibition  of  the 
only  commercial  preparation  or  conserve  of  live 
bullock's  blood  at  present  convenient  for  medi- 
cal use;  both  the  magazine  and  the  hospital 
being  independently  run  on  professional  princi- 
ples, cannot  do  otherwise  than  report  impartially 
every  element  employed  in  a  case — regardless 
who  is  helped  or  hurt. 

"  The  geratest  therapeutic  discovery  of  the 
age,  and  of  the  ages,  is  that  where  we  cannot 
produce  good  blood,  we  can  introduce  it." 

—  In  Horner's  last  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter we  find  the  following  juicy  newsy  item: 
"Edgar  C.  Cowles,  '97,  of  15  Clinton  St..  Hart- 
ford Conn.,  sends  us  a  very  encouraging  11 
He  suggests  that  a  record  should  be  mad' 
the  deaths  of  alumni,  and  we  shall  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  make  a  place  for  it  if  our  friends  will 
111  itify  us." 


Well,  did  you  ever!     "  Very  glad  indeed"  to 
receive-  notifications  "of  the  deaths  of  alumni!" 
\\  hat  have  the  alumni  been  and  gone  and  done 
to   yer,   anyhow?      Truly,   this    is    "a    ver 
couraging  note." 

■ — The  New  England  Medical  Gazette  for 
April  comes  to  our  desk  with  a  beautifully 
designed  and  engraved  cover-page.  Inwardly  it 
ives  pleasing  evidence  of  progress,  and 
promises  still  more.  We  remark  with  pride  and 
satisfaction  that  it— this  beautifully  decorated 
journal— spells  it — our  motto— as  Hahnemann 
used  to  spell  it.  i.  <-.,  similia  similibus  curantur. 
Congratulate  you,  Otis  Clapp  <x  Son  and  editor 
1  .overing. 

— The  sale  of  Gould's  Medical  Dictionaries 
has  now  reached  the  number  of  [66,083.  Almost 
as  popular  as  the  sometime  quondam  historical 
novel,  and  certainly  many  thousand  tirm 
valuable  and  enduring.  We  doubt  if  Daniel 
Webster,  if  he  were  still  alive,  could  rewrite  his 
Unabridged  so  that  it  would  have  as  many  sal  - 
in  a  few  years. 

— After  reading  through  the  advertising  pages 
of  the  Indian  Homeopathic  Journal,  published  in 
far-away  Calcutta,  it  constrains  us  to  say,  that 
the  American  style  of  ad.  writer  must  have  a 
pretty  good  hold  even  in  Calcutta.  A  reading 
Dr.  Major's  Vitaline  ad.  is  a  wonderful  pro- 
duction of  scarehead  information  and  imagina- 
tion— one  that  would  do  credit  (  ?  )  to  the  fake- 
medicine  columns  of  any  of  our  penny-dreadful 
morning  newspapers;  it  lacks  only  the  picture  oi 
the  benevolent  looking  minister  who,  while  in 
missionarv  labors  somewhere  in  the  Orient,  dis- 
covered this  marvelous  remedy,  which,  out  of 
pure  kindness  and  love  for  his  fellow,  he  will 
send  Free  to  those  who  address  him,  in  confi- 
dence at  Bible  House,  Xew  York,  or  some  other 
seaport  town  to  give  it  the  true  American  news- 
paper flavor.  Indeed  a  second  reading  of  the  ad. 
in  question  discloses  this  paragraph  (which  we 
had  not  noted  on  our  first  hurried  scanning  )  : 
•'  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  a  boon  to  the 
public  and  hope  to  the  hopeless  that  the  vigorous 
effect  and  energetic  researches  of  a  distinguished 
American  medical  man,  after  continued  inves- 
tigation for  years,  have  at  last  discovered,"  etc.. 
etc.  We  thought  the  ad.  read  familiar  from  the 
start.  Now  we  have  rested  securely  and  peace- 
fully in  the  bosom  of  Abraham,  have  gone 
school  with  Artaxerxes,  but  who  in  Samhill  is 
Dr.  Major?  And.  further,  and  in  conclusion, 
why  does  this  Indian  homeopathic  journal, 
0  palpably  and  avowedly  devoted  to  the  True 
Cause  of  Homeopathy,  its  single  remedy,  and 
suitably  potentized,  permit  so  arrant  a  humbug 
to  fill  two  pages  of  its  journal? 

— The  experience  of  Dr.  J.  Martine  Kershaw 
leads  him  to  believe  that  the  bromide'  of  sodium 
is  one  of  tin-  best  medicinal  agents  known  for  the 
palliation   and,    sometimes,   the   cure   of  tinnitus 
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aurium  due  to  congestive  conditions.  It  over- 
comes cerebral  congestion,  when  the  latter  is 
active.  Anaemic  people  can  take  the  remedy  for 
a  short  time  only,  but  full-blooded  patients 
respond  promptly  to  the  remedy.  It  must  there- 
fore be  administered  cautiously. 

— Attorney-General  Cunneen,  of  New  York, 
holds  that  the  law  requiring  public  school  chil- 
dren to  be  vaccinated  has  been  obeyed  when  a 
child  has  been  inoculated  with  vaccine  virus, 
even  though  there  is  no  swelling  or  soreness  to 
show  that  the  virus  has  "  taken." — Horn.  Eye. 
Ear  and  Throat  Jour. 

—"An  inquiry  by  Dr.  Alfred  Wolff"  Says 
Med.  Times,  '*  into  the  mysterious  cause  of  can- 
cer has  yielded  an  unexpected  conclusion,  which 
promises  temperance  advocates  a  new  and 
powerful  argument.  Taking  the  widest  possible 
survey  of  cancer  areas  throughout  Europe  and 
in  the  United  States,  Dr.  Wolff  discovers,"  says 
American  Medicine,  "  that  all  the  districts  of 
high  cancer  mortality  are  districts  in  which  beer 
or  cider  are  largely  used.  Baveria,  for  instance, 
heads  the  list  in  Germany,  and  Salzburg  in 
Austria — both  great  beer-drinking  provinces. 
In  France  the  statistics  are  still  more  striking. 
There  is  the  most  marked  contrast  between  the 
high  cancer  mortality  in  beer-drinking  depart- 
ments and  the  low  death  rate  from  cancer  else- 
where. The  increase  of  cancer  in  England  dur- 
ing recent  years,  Dr.  Wolff  thinks,  has  probably 
a  direct  relation  to  the  increased  consumption  of 
beer." 

But  in  America  so  far  as  statistics  go,  women 
are  most  prone  to  cancer,  and  surely  the  beer- 
drinking  test  will  not  avail  in  these  instances, 
nor  wine  either.  In  very  nearly  twenty  years 
of  practice  we  do  not  recall  of  but  two  cases  of 
cancer  in  the  male,  and  we  do  remember  of  a 
great  many  more  times  that  number  in  the 
gentler  sex. 

— The  Medical  Times  referring  to  an  item 
in  the  Homeopathic  World  says  that  petroleum, 
2x  trit,  in  two  grain  powders,  is  a  safe  and 
reliable  preventive  of  sea-sickness.  As  soon  as 
a  bit  of  queerness  began  to  make  itself  felt  a 
powder  was  swallowed,  followed  ten  minutes 
afterward  by  a  second  powder  and  the  nausea 
disappeared.  Good  thing  to  remember  when 
you  make  that  next  journey  to  Europe  with  us. 

— "  I  believe  in  understanding  drugs  clear 
down  to  the  root  of  the  matter,"  says  Prof.  E.  B. 
Nash.  But  this  probably  has  no  special  reference 
to  the  root  of  the  H.  perpetualis,  concerning 
which  he  spoke  so  modestly  on  the  occasion  of 
his  guestship  with  the  Unanimous  Club. 

— We  notice  in  an  exchange  that  the  dear  sis- 
ter, and  former  subscriber  of  ours,  who  dropped 
her  subscription,  as  she  averred,  because  we 
made  fun  of  prayers  in  the  Transactions,  has 
since  eone  far  East  to  meet  her  newly-wedded 


medical  missionary  husband.  From  which  we 
are  fain  to  conclude  that  her  reason  for  cutting 
off  her  subscription  was  not  wholly  our  alleged 
blasphemy.  Well,  we  wish  her  no  harm  in  her 
new  field,  somewhere  in  Africa,  but  the  rather 
hope  that  a  few  years'  exile  from  God's  country 
may  cause  her  to  believe  that  the  American  In- 
stitute Transactions  are  not  the  place  for  long- 
winded  prayers  and  other  devotional  exercises. 

— Aldrich  and  Foster's  "  Foundations  of 
French,"  published  by  Ginn  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  is 
a  school  book  for  the  higher  schools  and  univer- 
sities, but  is  also  a  fine  work  for  self-study  and 
for  those  who  have  taken  private  lessons  and  wish 
to  continue  without  teacher  for  awhile.  It  is 
one  of  the  best  French  books  that  we  have  lat- 
terly seen.  And  we  recommend  it.  A  companion 
or  successor  book  is  a  French  Reader,  by  the 
same  authors,  which  is  said  to  be  equally  good, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  that  all  those  desirous  of 
keeping  up  with  the  study  of  French  will  find 
these  two  books  exactly  what  they  want.  The 
arrangement  of  the  "  Foundations,"  the  easy 
grading  of  the  lessons,  and  the  completeness  with 
which  each  topic  is  handled  is  very  attractive. 

— The  Indian  Homeopathic  Reporter,  vol.  i., 
No.  I,  published  in  Calcutta,  lies  before  us.  It 
has  American,  English,  and  French  offices.  Sub- 
scription price  is  80  cents.  The  editor,  Sarat 
Chandra  Ghose.  is  not  unknown  to  American 
homeopathic  readers.  It  copies  a  paper  from  the 
Advance  by  A.  C.  Cowperthwaite.  and  has  other 
fine  contributions  from  the  editor  on  Gout  with 
a  table  of  remedies.  For  a  back  page  it  quotes 
from  the  eloquent  Walton  at  Washington : 
"Around  the  name  of  Washington  clusters  the 
sentiment  of  Liberty.  Around  the  name  of  Lin- 
coln clings  the  idea  of  Emancipation.  Around  the 
name  of  Luther  hovers  the  thought  of  reforma- 
tion. Around  the  name  of  Hahnemann  gathers, 
liberty  of  thought,  emancipation  from  doubt,  and 
reformation  in  medical  practice." 

—Dr.  W.  C.  Abbott,  of  the  Alkaloidal  Clinic 
of  Chicago,  is  in  the  professional  market  witli 
another  preparation  which  he  promises  to  be  as 
valuable  and  effective  as  his  saline  laxative.  This 
is  called  calcidin.  and  directs  itself  to  the  de- 
struction of  that  terror  of  all  mothers  of  young 
children — croup.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
Abbott  knows  whereof  he  speaks,  as  he  has 
proven  in  times  past.  He  is  a  very  clear-headed 
physician  as  well  as  business  man — a  combina- 
tion not  so  frequent  as  it  ought  to  be.  We  ap- 
preciate the  courtesy  of  these  samples  and  the 
personal  letter  accompanying  them.  We  promise 
to  make  use  of  the  remedies  upon  occasion,  and 
report  results. 
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T^edic&l  Progress 


Vibratory  Stimulation. 

Mechanical  Vibratory  stimulation  is  as  yel  a 
comparative!}'  new  branch  of  mechanical  thera- 
peutics, yet  from  the  results  so  far  obtained  it 
bids  fair  to  outstrip  all  competitors.  While 
this  method  is  as  yet  only  in  its  infancy,  it  has 
been  shown  to  exert  very  desirable  influence 
over  the  nervous  system,  and  through  it  in- 
fluencing- the  nutrition  of  any  part  of  the  body. 

It  also  is  one  of  our  best  methods  of  relieving 
pain  ;  take  for  instance,  a  recent  case  of  facial 
neuralgia,  by  using-  the  vibrator  to  the  point  of 
producng  temporary  anaesthesia  of  the  part, 
this  is  followed  by  a  changed  capillary  circula- 
tion that  carries  off  the  toxic  condition  that  has 
caused  the  pain  and  supplies  good  pure  blood  to 
the  part,  and  the  case  is  often  relieved  in  one 
treatment. 

Its  stimulating-  action  is  a  valuable  feature 
when  used  on  the  lymphatic  system,  as  in  in- 
durated glands ;  here  it  should  be  used  with 
considerable  force,  and  the  whole  chain  of 
glands  treated  thoroughly  to  assist  in  the  drain- 
age. The  writer  has  seen  recent  cases  where  the 
gland  was  as  large  as  a  pigeon's  egg  disappear 
with  one  treatment  and  not  return ;  this  has  been 
done  in  many  cases  of  enlarged  inguinal  glands 
due  to  various  causes,  and  enlarged  cervical 
glands  of  long  standing  have  been  cleaned  up 
in  a  few  weeks  treatment. 

It  exerts  a  very  valuable  influence  in  gyne- 
cological cases,  and  there  is  practically  no  limit 
to  the  uses  that  it  can  be  put  to  it.  It  affords 
ready  relief  in  cases  of  cellulitis,  pelvic  inflamma- 
tion, suppression  of  menstration,  etc. 

But  in  order  to  get  good  results  it  is  necessary 
that  the  machine  used  shall  be  properly  con- 
structed, that  it  shall  have  a  suitable  flexible 
shaft,  so  that  the  hand  piece  may  be  easily 
adapted  to  the  part  treated,  not  the  patient  to 
the  machine,  and  that  it  shall  have  some  means 
of  changing  the  length  of  the  stroke  instantly  ; 
as  it  is  necessary  in  giving  a  treatment  to 
change  the  length  of  the  stroke  constantly,  this 
is  impossible  where  the  change  is  made  by 
means  of  set  screws  and  like  devices. 


The  Carpenter  Vibrator  is  an  entirely  new 
departure  in  the  vibrator  line  and  its  principle 
construction  is  different  from  anything  on 
the  market.  It  has  a  method  of  regulating  the 
length  of  the  stroke  by  means  of  springs  in  the 
piston  that  is  practically  automatic,  by  this 
means  the  harder  the  pressure  used  the  longer 
the  stroke  obtained.  In  this  way  it  is  possible 
in  change  the  stroke  from  a  soft  cushioned 
stroke  that  is  agreeable  to  the  face  to  one  that 
can  be  felt  at  the  top  of  the  head  when  the 
striker  is  applied  to  the  sole  of  a  heavy  shoe. 

The  trouble  in  the  past  with  flexible  shaft 
machines  has  been  that  they  have  attempted  to 
use  a  poor  flexible  shaft  and  have  not  con- 
structed the  machine  on  principles  that  would 
admit  of  the  use  of  a  flexible  shaft.  This  has 
all  been  overcome.  In  the  Carpenter  Vibrator 
they  have  a  machine  that  does  not  shake  the 
operator's  hand,  a  machine  that  combines  all  the 
id  points  of  the  other  machines,  and  has 
many  original  features  of  great  value,  this 
machine  is  the  result  of  two  years  experiment- 
ing by  a  practical  physician,  to  get  a  machine 
that  suited  him  for  his  own  use,  and  was  given 
a  thorough  test  before  it  was  put  on  the  market. 
The  motive  power  is  an  electrical  motor,  the 
treatment  is  mechanical,  the  effect  stimulation 
similar  to  that  obtained  from  electrical  treat- 
ments, only  in  greater  degree,  and  without  any 
disagreeable  symptoms. 

These  machines  are  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
far  below  that  of  other  machines  of  a  similar 
type,  they  are  simple  in  construction,  easy  to 
understand,  not  liable  to  get  out  of  order  easily, 
and  finished  in  dark  oak  and  is  an  ornament  to 
any  physician's  office,  the  motor  is  inclosed  in 
the  cabinet  and  is  at  a  distance  from  the  patient, 
so  that  there  is  nothing  to  frighten  the  timid, 
and   it   is   not  possible   to   get   a   shock    from   he 

current. 

♦ 

In  Spite  of  Teachers  and  Text-books. 

The  days  of  the  cotton  jacket  and  the  linseed 
poultice  seem  to  be  past.  Perhaps  the  applica- 
tions valued  most  highly  by  medical  teachers  at 
this  time  are  the  cold  ones,  either  in  the  form  of 
ice-bags  or  cold  compresses  frequently  chat-. 
These  when  placed  over  the  seat  of  disease, 
11  to  give  decided  relief,  to  modify  the  tem- 
perature, and  to  hasten  early  resolution.  But 
in  spite  of  their  advocacy  in  the  text-books,  the 


rank  and  file  of  the  profession  do  not  take  to 
them  kindly. 

Antiphlogistine  now  enjoys  perhaps  greater 
popularity  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  and 
other  acute  respiratory  diseases  than  any  other 
local  application.  This  popularity  seems  to  be 
well-deserved.  It  may  not  modify  the  course 
of  the  disease  to  any  great  extent,  but  it  cer- 
tainly proves  of  the  greatest  comfort  to  the 
patient,  and  helps  to  ameliorate  some  of  the 
troublesome  symptoms  which  are  characteristic 
of  the  disease.  Antiphlogistine  must  therefore 
be  considered  a  distinct  addition  to  our  thera- 
peutic armamentarium. — The  Medical  Stand- 
ard, March,  1904. 

♦ 
Items  of  Interest. 

— Announcement.  The  Ninth  Post-Graduate 
Course  in  Orificial  Surgery  will  be  held  at  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  corner 
Wood  and  York  Streets,  Chicago,  Illinois,  dur- 
ing the  week  beginning  May  16,  1904.  The 
course  consists  of  a  four  hours'  daily  session. 
Doctors  are  requested  to  bring  cases.  Opera- 
tions free.  Particulars  of  the  course  can  be  had 
by  addressing  E.  H.  Pratt,  M.  D.,  100  State 
Street,  Suite  1203,  Chicago,  111. 

— Messrs.  Boericke  &  Tafel  have  removed 
their  pharmacy  heretofore  located  at  15  W.  42d 
St.,  New  York,  to  129  W.  42d.  St.  Also  their 
Chicago  pharmacy  from  44  E.  Madison  St.  to 
57  Wabash  Ave. 

— A  letter  just  received  by  The  Century  Co. 
from  a  Nome  (Alaska)  dealer  states  that  up  in 
far-away,  ice-bound  Nome  his  sales  of  The  Cen- 
tury last  summer  averaged  fifty  copies  a  month. 
He  is  sure,  he  writes,  that  he  will  increase  these 
sales  materially  another  year,  in  spite  of  the 
many  difficulties  he  and  his  customers  must  over- 
come to  secure  good  reading.  That  there  are  at 
last  fiftv  famlies  in  Nome,  cut  off  entirely  from 
the  world  six  months  of  the  year,  who  care 
enough  for  a  magazine  of  The  Century's  rank  to 
make  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  secure  it,  will 
give  most  persons  a  new  idea  of  the  people  of 
that  distant,  frigid  town. 

— "  For  therapeutic  efficiency  in  rapid  resolu- 
tion of  the  products  'of  inflammation,  antiphlo- 
gistine is  unexcelled." 

— Dyspepsia  and  malassimilation  are  two 
factors,  which  are  bridges  which  must  be 
crossed  before  we  can  get  good  results  in  any 
case.  To  cure  dyspepsia,  some  one  remedy  is 
best,  provided  that  one  remedy  acts  on  all  kinds 
of  food.  A  one-sided  digestive  ferment  will  not 
produce  the  results  we  desire  and  so  a  reliable 
one  remedy  must  be  found.  As  before  said, 
peptenzyme  has  been  found  easy,  both  for  in- 
fants and  adults.  The  remedy  can  be  given 
with  great  freedom  as  regards  dosage,  as  it  is 
entirely  non-toxic. — Medical  Progress. 

— Hysteria  is  the  expression  of  one  form  of 
nervous  debility.     Celerina  is  thus  peculiarly  in- 


dicated because  of  its  tonic  effect  on  the  whole 
nervous  system. 

— Your  sick  rooms  can  best  be  freed  from 
dust,  dirt,  and  germs,  if  the  sweeping  be  first 
done  with  a  cloth-covered  broom  moistened 
with  water  containing  just  a  little  Piatt's  Chlor- 
ides. The  furniture  should  be  dusted  with  a 
cloth  similarly  moistened. 

— We  have  recently  installed  in  our  office  and 
in  our  waiting  room  two  Block  Lights  of  the 
Block  Light  Company,  17  Park  Place,  New 
York,  and  they  are  certainly  the  prettiest  lights 
we  have  ever  seen.  Their  brilliancy  is  all  that 
is  claimed  by  the  company.  The  lamp  is  at- 
tached to  an  ordinary  gas  jet  as  with  the  Wels- 
bach  lamps,  but  the  light  given  off  is  so  much 
greater  than  the  Welsbach  that  it  reminds  one 
forcibly  of  the  difference  between  the  Welsbach 
and  the  former  plain  gas  light.  The  light  is 
steady,  white  and  clear.  If  any  electric  light 
can  do  better  than  this  Block  Light  for  an  or- 
dinary room,  we  have  yet  to  see  it.  Notwith- 
standing its  great  white  light  by  a  peculiar  ar- 
rangement it  does  not  eat  up  the  gas  of  the  other 
lamps  and  patents  ;  and  instead  of  great  heat  the 
ventilation  of  the  lamp  is  so  arranged  that  the 
room  is  made  cooler  and  more  pleasant  for  work. 
The  lamp  is  made  in  various  patterns,  with  its 
own  china  and  glass  ware.  Examine  one  of 
these  lights  and  see  if  you  will  not  be  charmed 
with  it. 

— The  Big  Four  Railway  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive railways  of  the  day  and  of  this  country. 
It  meets  every  advance  in  railwaydom  and  in- 
corporates it  upon  its  splendid  system.  If  you 
can  reach  Niagara  Falls  from  where  you  are  by 
this  system  of  railway,  be  sure  to  do  so,  and  be 
assured  of  safety,  comfort  and  courtesy  as  well 
as  speed.  If  you  buy  your  ticket  in  Cleveland 
go  to  C.  Jay  Collver  in  the  Colonial  Arcade  and 
talk  with  him  about  it.  If  you  are  going  to  the 
St.  Louis  Fair — and,  of  course  you  are,  this  line 
of  railway  will  carry  you  as  expeditiously  and 
safely  as  well  as  cheaply  as  any  other. 

—Few  persons  who  witness  a  performance 
of  the  F.  F.  Proctor  stock  company  located  at 
several  of  his  theaters,  realize  the  amount  of 
work  required  for  a  careful  production  of  plays, 
ranging  from  Shakespearean  production  to 
modern  farce  comedies.  It  is  an  accomplish- 
ment little  short  of  marvelous.  The  succeeding 
week's  play  is  given  to  the  company  Tuesday 
morning,  when  the  parts  are  read  over  and  the 
stage  business  indicated.  This  occupies  two 
mornings,  half  the  play  being  gone  through 
each  morning.  Thursday  there  is  a  full  re- 
hearsal of  the  entire  play,  and  Friday  morning 
the  actors  are  permitted  to  remain  home  and 
study  their  parts,  reporting  Saturday  morning 
ready  to  rehearse  "  letter  perfect  " — that  is. 
without  the  manuscript  before  them.  Sunday 
they  are  not  required  to  be  at  the  theater,  but 
Monday  morning  there  is  a  short  rehearsal,  to 
make  sure  that  the  lines  are  retained,  and  the 
piece  is  put  on  Monday  afternoon. 
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Anybody  wearing  a  bell  in  your  neighborhood? 

Don't  forget  the  American  Institute  of 
'Homeopathy  meeting  at  Niagara  Falls  from 
Monday,  June  20,  to,  and  including,  Saturday, 
June  25. 

Ohio  had  a  homeopathic  meeting  that  was 
worth  attending.  Carpenter  made  an  excellent 
President,  and  was  ably  aided  and  abetted  by  his 
friends  in  the  local  profession. 

The  Missouri  Institute  of  Homeopathy  had  a 
reincarnation  at  St.  Louis  last  month.  Seems  to 
be  waking  up  and  taking  its  old  place  in  the 
procession.  That  Young  Man  Eloquent — 
Crutcher — did  things. 


An    ( )hio    homeopath    said  at    the    Columbus 

meeting  that  he  cured  every  case  of  gallstones 

with  the  homeopathic  remedy,  high,  plus  gallons 
of  olive  oil.     Sir? 

Delayed  in  transmission  is  the  information  that 
one  homeopathic  college  subscribed  for  one  hun- 
dred of  the  Medical  Century  Prize  Essays. 
Others  took  several  thousand  each. 

Missouri  Institute  says  that  a  local  physician 
who  will  not  attend  the  meetings  shall  not  have 
his  paper  read  by  title  or  printed  in  the  Trans- 
actions. Tally  one  for  Missouri — and  President 
Crutcher. 

Glad  Wesselhoeft  had  such  an  elegant  send-off. 
Truly,  he  deserved  it.  Who  shall  be  presented 
with  the  next  three-handled  loving  cup?  Ad- 
dress this  office  with  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  for  a  good  man's  name. 

We  take  it  all  back,  and  ask  that  the  record 
he  expunged.  The  Ladies'  Home  Journal  does 
have  some  fine  points  of  excellence.  As  note 
its  spirited  expose  of  the  patent-medicine  curse, 
and  its  two-million-dollar  damage  suit. 

Will  Kinne's  death  be  the  usual  perfunctory 
fragmentary  line  in  the  Necrologist's  report  at 
Niagara  Falls  meet,  like  Henry  Smith's  was' 
However,  one  dead  man  is  no  greater  than 
another  dead  one.  And,  besides,  a  live  jackass 
is  worth  three  or  four  dead  lions.  More's  the 
pity.     On  with  the  Grand-Opera  singing! 

The  way  to  elect  your  favorite  son  to  a  hotly- 
contested  office  at  Niagara  Falls  this  month  is  by 
not  staying  away  from  the  polls  on  election  day. 
Several  gentlemen  at  Boston,  who  claimed  to  be 
lop-sided  from  carrying  a  big  vote  in  their 
britches  pocket,  deliberately  went  visiting  in  that 
city,  When  Never  before  was  Boston  more 
Beautiful,  instead  of  unloading  that  said  afore- 
said, lop-siding  vote. 

The  homeopathic  colleges  do  now  rest  from 
their  labors  of  the  winter  and  spring  just  pa.-t. 
What  will  the  next  fall  bring  forth?  And  will 
it  ever  come  to  pass  that  a  grammar-school 
graduate,  who  is  also  a  high-school  graduate,  and 
a  universitj  graduate,  when  he  issues  from  the 
medical-college  portals,  will  content  himself  to 
settle  in  a  country  district,  or  strive  to  acquire  a 
town    practice?      Hardly. 
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We  are  waiting  to  see  Dewey  sue  the  Pacific 
Coast  Journal  of  Homeopathy  for  printing  one  of 
the  Century's  copyrighted  prize  essays.  Do  we 
hear  a  supporting  second  ?  All  right ;  carried 
unanimously. 

An  after-dinner  speech  at  a  medical  banquet 
should  not  exceed  ten  minutes,  and  should  not 
have  been  elaborated  and  evolved  from  a  medical 
encyclopedia  or  an  Avers'  Almanac  of  a  far-gone 
and   forgotten  vintage. 

There  will  be  a  royal  welcome  for  the  new 
Presidential  candidate  when  the  ballots  are 
counted  at  the  Niagara  Falls  meeting.  Pos- 
sibly there  may  be  a  green  spot  or  two  along  the 
pike  of  Institute  politics.     Who  shall  say? 

A  middle-western  alleged  homeopathic  jour- 
nal, one  which  promised  to  be  liberal,  has  had  its 
editor  hanged  up  by  the  heels  by  the  Missouri 
Institute,  for  violation  of  medical  ethics.  Now 
look  out  for  some  spicy  editorials,  and  the  lie 
discourteous  of  the  third  degree. 

Time  was,  is,  and  may  be  again,  when  the  un- 
expected shall  happen  even  in  American  Institute 
politics.  The  forces  are  at  work.  Have  you 
been  counted?  Are  you  going  into  the  fracas 
uninstructed  ?  No  ?  Oh,  you  are  one  of  those 
old-style  fellows  who  go  to  the  Institute  to  read  a 
paper,  and  hear  others  read. 

•  Mastin,  the  bright  and  bristling  editor  of  The 
Critique,  is  after  the  Denver  College  fellows  with 
a  red-hot  stick.  And  he  is  making  good  reading 
of  his  criticisms.  He,  too, — Mastin — wants  to 
know  why  Allen  of  the  Advance  does  not  give 
the  profession  the  name  of  that  dastard,  bastard 
homeopathic  college  which  is  more  than  half 
allopathic  and  teaches  allopathy  as  by  first 
intention. 

Have  you  forgotten,  you  powers  that  be,  in 
the  American  Institute,  that  you  must  entertain 
the  international  Homeopathic  Congress  next 
year?  And  that  it  is  meet  and  proper  to  have 
your  meeting  place  somewhere  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  and  later  in  the  season  than  June  or 
July  in  order  to  secure  a  generous  attendance 
from  the  "boys"  on  the  other  side?  What's 
the  matter  with  New  York  City? 

And  that  brave  and  defiant  note  of  the  Medi- 
cal Advance  a  few  months  ago,  that  it  would  not 
only  dare  to  publish  Hemenway's  communication 
carrying-  the  allegation  that  one  of  the  homeo- 
pathic colleges  was  more  than  half  allopathic,  but 
that  it  would  also  print  and  publish  the  name  of 
that  college,  has  "petered-out,"  as  we  prophesied. 
The  Medical  Advance  is  given  over  to  the  prin- 
ting of  Pure  Homeopathy.  But  an  alleged 
homeopathic  college,  which  may  be  misleading 
and  misteaching  its  students,  crippling  them  for 
life,  and,  therefore,  a  standing  menace  to  Pure 
Homeopathy,  is  safe  to  continue  on  its  hell-bent 
course,  so  far  as  the  Medical  Advance  cares. 


Materia  fIDeMca  fflMscellanp. 

Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD   ALLEN,    M.    D.,  no  West 
1 2th  Street,  New  York. 

References  in  thii  department  are   made   by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Echinacea  Angustifolia. 

Dr.  Horace  T.  Dodge  8  believes  from  reports 
received  since  its  introduction,  that  the  range  of 
its  therapeutic  usefulness  is  wide  indeed,  and  if 
the  testimony  of  those  who  are  using  it  can  be  re- 
lied upon,  it  will  yet  displace  many  antiseptics, 
antiferments  and  antizymotics.  The  systemic 
action  of  echinacea  is  similar  to  baptisia,  but 
echinacea  produces  no  toxic  effect.  When  taken 
into  the  mouth  there  is  experienced  a  burning 
sensation  so  long  as  it  remains  in  contact  with 
the  membranes,  and  when  ejected  it  leaves  a  tin- 
gling, reminding  one  of  the  action  of  aconite  or 
pyrethrum.  I  attribute  to  this  peculiarity  its 
power  to  destroy  the  disease  germ.  If  the  plant 
is  gathered  at  flowering  time  and  care  exercised 
in  the  preparation  of  the  tincture,  it  will  exert  a 
wonderful  destroying  and  purifying  influence 
upon  such  complaints  which  have  for  their  origin 
bacteria,  such  as  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers,  ma- 
laria, diphtheria  and  kindred  affections  of  the 
mucous  membranes,  and  in  the  treatment  of  those 
diseases  of  a  septic  character,  as  boils,  carbuncles, 
cancerous  and  erysipelatous  conditions,  it  has 
been  used  with  flattering  results. 

It  has  been  recommended  in  scrofulous  and 
syphilitic  affections,  eczema  and  many  obstinate 
skin,  bone  and  blood  affections.  In  wounds  of  a 
poisonous  nature,  caused  by  the  introduction  of 
the  virus  of  serpents  and  insects  into  the  blood,  re- 
markable claims  have  been  made  for  it,  and  it  is 
said  hydrophobia  has  been  cured  and  prevented 
through  its  use.  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  typical 
case  of  tetanus,  the  symptomatology  of  which 
was  exceedingly  rare,  and  with  great  faith  in  the 
healing  properties  of  echinacea  I  began  its  ad- 
ministration. The  patient,  I  believe,  was  doing 
well  under  its  influence,  and  I  insisted  that  the 
remedy  be  pushed  to  the  limit.  The  parents,  how- 
ever, through  the  knowledge  of  the  dangerous 
fatality  attending  such  cases,  became  alarmed 
and  requested  a  consultation.  I  was,  much 
against  my  judgment,  persuaded  to  consent  to  a 
trial  of  tetanic  antitoxin.  (The  patient  died  a 
few  hours  after.)  As,  with  many  new  additions 
to  our  armamentarium,  the  claims  made  for  echin- 
acea in  some  cases  may  be  unreliable,  yet  the 
testimony  of  many  of  the  leading  scientific  and 
careful  observers  has  been  rather  in  favor  of 
giving  credit  to  the  drug  when  the  reports  were 
of  a  doubtful  character.  It  behooves  every 
homeopathic  physician  to  find  just  where  the 
plant  belongs,  and  to  give  any  experience  worthy 
of  detail  in  the  interest  of  the  profession. 
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MALIGNANT  TUMOR   OF    THE  TESTICLE. 

BY  W.  JOHN  HARRIS,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOVIS,  MO. 


i  u 


The  case  I  wish  to  report  to-day  is  on 
medullary  carcinoma  of  the  left  testicle. 

Carcinoma  is  generally  considered  the  most 
frequent  tumor  of  the  testis.  I  believe,  and  is 
usually  rapid  in  its  progr 

This  case  presents  the  unusual  feature  of  being 
eight  years  since  its  appearance  until  its  removal 
without  the  patient  showing  signs  of  cachexia  or 
the  involvement  of  neighboring  glands  ;  another 
feature  of  this  case  is  the  fact  that  the  enlarging 
tumor  acted  as  a  cure  for  inguinal  hernia. 

Over  eight  years  ago  this  man.  then  about 
thirty  years  old,  was  suffering  with  a  left  in- 
guinal hernia  and  was  wearing  a  truss.  About 
that  time  he  noticed  a  small  tumor  coming  at  the 
internal  abdominal  ring  on  that  side;  this 
gradually  increased  in  size  until  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  wear  the  truss  any  longer,  when  he 
found  the  growth  had  effectually  closed  the  in- 
guinal opening  and  a  truss  was  no  longer  needed. 
For  that  reason  he  gave  up  wearing  it. 

Gradually  during  the  past  eight  years  the 
tumor  has  grown  to  the  size  now  exhibited,  and 
weighingat  the  time  of  its  removal,  2  1-4  pounds. 
Usually  with  carcinoma  the  growth  originates  in 
the  body  or  lower  part  of  the  testicle;  in  this 
case  it  seems  to  have  originated  in  the  cord, 
probably  from  the  irritation  set  up  by  the  truss 
pressure. 

Generally  the  skin  becomes  adherent  and  ul- 
ceration sets  in  after  one  year's  duration,  and  the 
pelvic  and  inguinal  glands  become  enlarged 
within  the  first  year.  In  this  case  nothing  of  the 
kind  occurred ;  there  were  no  enlarged  glands  at 
time  of  operation,  nor  had  there  been  much  pain 
up  to  that  time — the  principal  inconvenience 
being  due  to  the  presence  of  so  large  a  tumor  in 
that  location. 

The  skin  of  the  scrotum  was  so  tightly 
stretched  over  the  growth  that  at  first  sight  one 
might  have  been  led  to  think  of  hydrocele — there 
was  no  translucency,  however,  and  the  weight 
was  much  too  great  for  either  hydrocele  or 
hernia. 

In  White  and  Martin's  work  on  "  Venereal 
Diseases "  appears  a  comparative  table  of 
syphilitic  orchitis,  carcinoma,  and  tubercular 
orchitis.  I  quote  a  few  of  the  conditions  set 
down  in  the  carcinoma  column.     "  Begins  in  the 


body  of  the  organ.     Begins   by   the   deposit   of 

small  nodules  in  the  seminiferous  tubules.     Tends 

1  irmation    of    patches    of    white    pultac 
material.       Rapid    in    its    course.      Skin    of    the 
•turn    finally    involved — pain    lancinating   and 
severe. 

"  Soft  and  fluctuating.  Bleeds  freely ;  offensive 
discharge.  Rarely  extends  beyond  ten  months; 
usually  fatal.  Inguinal,  iliac,  and  lumbar  glands 
and  cord  affected." 

Very  few  of  these  symptoms  were  present  in 
this  case ;  and  instead  of  being  fatal  or  producing 
the  characteristic  cachexia  in  one  or  two  years, 
as  I  already  stated  the  growth  extends  over  a 
period  of  eight  years.  Undoubtedly  the  usual 
cause  of  this  disease  is  trauma,  and  in  this  case 
was  probably  caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  truss 
the  patient  was  wearing  at  the  time. 

Gonorrheal  epididymitis,  syphilis,  and  other  in- 
flammation may  act  as  predisposing  causes,  but 
in  this  case  there  was  no  history  of  that  kind  at 
all. 

Usually  the  prognosis  of  carcinoma  is  most  un- 
favorable, the  majority  of  patients  living  about 
six  months  after  operation,  and  as  already  stated, 
the  disease  itself  extending  only  over  a  period  of 
one  and  a  half  to  two  years. 

In  the  case  I  am  reporting  there  had  been  no 
glandular  involvement  up  to  the  time  of  opera- 
tion, so  that  I  shall  work  at  the  case  with  a  good 
deal  of  interest.  It  is  now  2  1-2  months  since  the 
operation,  and  no  new  symptoms  have  developed 
so  far. 

In  operating  in  this  case  particular  attention 
was  paid  to  dissecting  up  to  the  internal  ring — 
and  carefully  tying  off  the  cord.  The  entire 
canal  was  then  closed  so  as  to  prevent  any  return 
of  the  inguinal  hernia  from  which  the  patient 
suffered  before  the  development  of  the  malignant 
growth.  There  were  no  untoward  symptoms 
following  the  operation,  and  the  patient  made  an 
uneventful  recovery.  Mr.  Butlin  thus  sums  up 
the  prognosis : 

"The    operation    of    castration,    whether 
sarcoma  or  carcinoma,  cannot  he  said  to  be  at- 
tended with  large   success,   so    far  as   complete 
cure  of  the  patient  is  concerned,"  hut  there  is  a 
"great  lack"  ^i  information  on  this  subject. 

There   is,   however,   evidence    to   show    that    it 
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may  be  attended  with  permanent  success,  and 
there  is  still  further  evidence  to  show  that  the 
operation  may  be  an  excellent  palliative  measure, 
even  if  it  fails  in  its  primary  object — cure. 

Early  castration  is  certainly  the  proper  and 
only  treatment  to  be  considered,  so  far  as  known 
at  this  time ;  and  although  the  case  I  am  re- 
porting was  of  very  slow  growth,  the  prospect 
for  a  permanent  cure  is  very  encouraging. 

I    wish   to    say   that    microscopical    specimens 
have  been  prepared,  and  the  diagnosis  of  carcin- 
oma confirmed  by  Dr.  L.  S.  Luton. 
3514  Lucas  Avenue. 

What  is  Disease  ? 

BY     LEWIS     P.     CRUTCHER,     M.     V).,     KANSAS     CITY, 
MISSOURI. 

Felloic-membcrs   of  the   Kansas  State  Homeo- 
pathic Society: 

When  the  chairman  of  this  bureau  invited  me 
to  contribute  a  paper  to  this  meeting  I  was 
flattered  to  the  point  of  ecstasy  and  felt  that 
indeed  he  was  my  friend,  but  when  he  assigned 
the  subject,  I  lost  all  faith  in  humanity  and  in 
retaliation  demanded  of  him  the  exact  age  of 
Ann.  However,  that  I  may  temper  justice  with 
mercy,  let  me  add  that  the  gentleman  who  now 
hangs  under  a  cloud  of  suspicion  did  not  call 
upon  me  to  answer  the  question,  but  simply  to 
write  a  paper  upon  it  and  thereby  pass  it  on  and 
up  to  you. 

You  will  note  that  the  interrogation  point  fol- 
lows the  title  of  this  paper  and  it  is  not  altogether 
improbable  that,  when  I  shall  have  finished,  you 
will  be  tempted  to  place  it  after  the  name  of  the 
essayist. 

What  is  Disease?  With  the  proper  accent 
upon  the  first  word  in  the  sentence,  we  are 
thrown  into  company  with  that  cult  whose  motto 
is :  "  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you — What  is — 
isn't."  In  order  that  we  may  now  indulge  a 
little  deductive  reasoning,  let  the  first  word  be 
dropped  (for  mind  you,  there  are  no  such  things 
as  words)  and  we  have  the  simple  question — Is 
Disease  ? 

To  arrive  at  an  answer  to  this  very  pertinent 
question,  we  must  reason  from  analogy,  and  for 
example  we  take  the  equally  ridiculous  question 
— Is  Life?  Now,  since  Life  cannot  be  (if  it  be) 
without  Death,  we  must  conclude  at  the  very  out- 
set that  Life  is  Death  and  you  who  boast  of  liv- 
ing are  merely  "  dead  ones." 


But  lest  we  reach  the  conclusion  that  the 
reverse  be  true,  or  what  isn't — is,  and  lest  we 
become  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  absolute 
nonsense,  it  were  better  that  we  revert  to  the 
title  of  the  paper — What  is  Disease?  In  the 
more  or  less  remote  past,  if  we  had  asked  this 
question,  we  should  have  been  treated  to  an  out- 
burst of  candor  in  the  statement.  "  I  do  not 
know."  At  the  present  time,  if  one  have  the 
audacity  to  ask  the  question  (with  apologies  to 
the  chairman),  he  would  receive  about  as  many 
answers  as  there  are  men  to  give  them. 

For  example :  "  Disease  is  a  deviation  from  the 
normal  state."  A  criticism  here  would  be  that 
he  fails  to  state  whether  it  be  a  deviation  from 
the  normal  state  of  matrimony  or  the  State  of 
Kansas. 

Another :  "  Disease  is  a  solemn,  and,  indeed, 
well-organized,  aggregation  of  bugs,  whose 
glorious  and  exalted  business  it  is  to  gnaw  out 
the  vitals  of  the  otherwise  healthy  human  being." 
Going  further  into  this  definition,  we  find  that 
the  minute  mastodon  that  gnaws  at  the  intestinal 
mucosa  is  sharpened  like  a  three-joint  peanut, 
and  has  a  brownish  spot  on  its  somewhat  elon- 
gated tail,  or  that  the  one  whose  business  it  is  to 
gnaw  at  the  liver  has  barnacles  on  his  legs  and 
is  mean. 

Yet  another :  "  Disease  is  the  result  of  contact 
with  Disease ;  or,  to  make  this  perfectly  plain, 
Disease  results  from  a  series  of  phenomena 
whose  name  is  Disease." 

Yet  still  another :  "  Disease  is  the  loss  of 
function  of  certain  organs  of  the  body  (and  some 
times  of  the  organs  in  church  choirs)  and  if  not 
very  promptly  checked  with  '  heroic  treatment,'' 
is  more  than  liable  to  land  the  victim  in  that  city 
where  livers  and  melodeons  do  not  get  out  of 
order." 

Your  further  indulgence  is  asked  that  I  may 
give  you  one  more  and  a  final  definition ;  "  Dis- 
ease is  the  loss  of  contour  in  the  anatomical 
structure."  Since  hunch-backs  frequently  enjoy 
better  health  than  you  and  I,  and  since  the  loss  of 
a  leg  is  very  evident  loss  of  anatomical  structure, 
leaving  no  manifest  discomfort  aside  from  lame- 
ness, it  throws  our  minds  into  a  quandary  that 
calls  for  another  final  definition. 

Webster  says :  "Disease  is  a  state  of  the  body 
disturbing  the  performance  of  vital  functions, 
and  causing  pain  and  weakness."  This  leads 
us  to  a  serious  consideration  of  the  question 
before    us.       The    definition    from    Webster    is 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


■53 


wrong  only   because   it   has   been   reversed, 
trulv,  Disease  begins  in  the  functional  and  ex- 
presses itself  through  the  physical. 

What  is  Disease?  Hahnemann  says  it  is  a 
distunement  of  the  Life  Force,  but  it  is  this  and 
more,  and  let  me  say  that  there  would  be  no 
criticism  here  of  the  Master's  definition  were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  many  of  our  practitioners 
do  not  catch  the  full  spirit  of  Hahnemann's  writ- 
ings in  regard  to  disease  or  anything  else.  And 
let  me  incorporate  just  here  the  statement  that 
the  contentions  in  the  Homeopathic  school  aris- 
ing from  the  potency  question,  the  principle  of 
the  single  remedy,  and  from  the  Law  of  Similars 
itself,  are  due  to  ignorance  of  this  great  question. 
What  is  Disease? 

I  am  convinced  that  no  man  can  practice 
medicine  in  an  intelligent  fashion  till  he  shall 
have  answered  this  question  logically,  philos- 
ophically, sensibly. 

Homeopathy  offers  the  only  conservative, 
satisfying  answer,  and  it  is  because  she  always 
begins  her  deductions  with  the  normal. 

She  approaches  the  shrine  of  Therapeutics 
with  a  normal  man  and  hence  finds  out  exactly 
what  drugs  will  do.  She  likewise  approaches 
the  great  question  that  stands  as  a  title  to  this 
paper  with  the  normal  man,  and  having  deter- 
mined that  the  normal  man  is  but  a  perfect  ex- 
pression of  the  physiologic  function,  with  the 
inherent  power  to  retain  this  perfect  expression, 
she  concludes  that  disease  is  not  only  this  func- 
tion (Life  Force)  distuned,  but  that  there  is  also 
inability  to  regain  the  normal.  Therefore, 
disease  is  that  condition  of  the  Life  Force  which 
prevents  it  from  returning  to  the  normal  after  the 
exciting  cause  of  symptoms  has  been  removed. 

To  illustrate :  A  man  has  been  indulging  a 
species  of  dissipation.  He  finds  himself  with  a 
great  variety  of  symptoms.  Stop  the  dissipa- 
tion and,  if  he  recovers  through  this  simple  pro- 
cedure, it  is  significant  that  disease  has  not 
existed,  but  if  after  stopping  the  dissipation  (ex- 
citing cause  of  symptoms)  he  do  not  recover, 
then  he  is  diseased  or,  if  you  please,  unable  to 
regain  the  normal  after  the  exciting  cause  is 
removed. 

Disease,  then,  is  functional,  not  physical. 

It  is  dynamic,  not  cellular. 

It  is  of  the  man,  not  of  the  anatomy. 

It  is  of  the  life  function,  not  of  the  organic 
function. 

And  it  expresses  itself  by  symptoms. 


shall   we   cure   it?     1    respectfully    refer 
you  to  Hahnemann's   (  )rganon,  and   in   a 

.  would  ask  you  this  one  question,  What   is 
Disease? 

424  DeardorlT  Building. 

♦       ♦ 

The  Prophylaxis  and  Treatment  of  Cardiut 
Debility  in  Advancing  Middle  Life* 

BY    HERBERT   NANKWELL,    M.    1). 

The  treatment  of  cardiac  debility  during  ad- 
vancing middle  life,  1  refer  to  tin-  ages  ^2  to  63, 
depends  on  the  amount  of  uncalled-forth  cardiac 
irritability,  in  the  Flctcherian  sense,  left  in  the 
organ  ;  and  if  this  is  less  than  a  certain  deter- 
mined proportion,  all  treatment  of  a  true  curative 
nature  is  better  left  alone,  and  life  can  only  be 
prolonged  by  rendering  the  work  of  the  over- 
damaged  heart  as  light  as  it  can  be  made.  But 
in  a  majority  of  cases  the  heart  is  open  to  the 
plus  action  of  medicines  and  of  baths,  and  good 
can  be  done  of  a  fairly  permanent  nature. 

The  heart  of  disturbed  innervation  develops 
physical  change  with  more  or  less  rapidity,  de- 
pending on  the  intensity  of  the  disturbance.  Cer- 
tainly six  or  eight  weeks  of  a  sharp  tachycardia 
may  be  the  cause  of  considerable  exhaustion  and 
consequent  dilatation  of  the  myocardium. 

In  these  four  varieties,  which  I  think,  apart 
from  the  coarser  valvular  types,  cover  the  ma- 
jority of  the  cases  we  meet  with  in  advancing 
middle-age,  we  must  remember  that  we  have  to 
treat  an  individual  man  or  woman  quite  as  much 
as  the  heart,  important  as  that  organ  is  to  exist- 
ence. The  gouty  man,  the  obese,  the  neurotic, 
and  the  victim  of  malnutrition  must  be  treated 
primarily  and  according  to  those  general  rules 
about  which  the  profession  differs,  and  about 
which  each  one  of  us  according  to  his  light  and 
experience  has  finally  to  make  up  his  own  mind. 

Now,  first,  as  to  dietetic  measures.  I  need  not 
say  that  whatever  we  direct  in  this  matter,  we 
must  clearly  see  to  it  that  the  patient  is  not  weak- 
ened by  the  changes  which  are  being  carried  out. 
I  do  not  mean  that  he  may  not  temporarily  feel 
weaker,  but  that  stethoscopically  he  shall  not  be 
weaker.  To  state  an  extreme  case,  the  introduc- 
tion of  "  Salisbury  diet  "  into  the  life  of  a  pleth- 
oric, gouty  man  addicted  to  pretty  good  living. 
It  may  be  necessary  and  justifiable,  but  the  ex- 
periment must  be  carefully  watched,  and  I  do 
not  see  that  any  good  can  come  of  depriving  him 
*  Abstract  from  Wednesday  lecture  delivered  at  the  Homeo- 
pathic Hospital.      London  Homeopathic  Review. 
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of  vegetable  diet  if  the  root  vegetables  are  strictly 
excluded.  Another  point  I  would  make  is  that 
even  in  a  stout,  fat  man  we  should  see  to  it  care- 
full}-  that  loss  of  weight  is  not  too  rapid,  and  that 
time  is  given  to  the  constitution  to  adapt  itself  to 
new  circumstances.  But  I  certainly  cannot  say, 
as  a  celebrated  German  physician  is  reported 
lately  to  have  said  to  an  adipose  patient,  that  he 
must  continue  to  live  well,  and  that  he  would  not 
have  him  a  pound  lighter !  And  I  believe  nature 
herself  gives  us  a  lead  in  these  matters,  and  by 
means  of  a  beneficent  glycosuria  sometimes  re- 
lieves a  heavy  man  pretty  rapidly  of  his  excess  of 
flesh.  I  have  known  certainly  three  or  four 
such  cases  in  my  experience,  and  have  noticed 
benefit,  not  only  to  the  appearance  of  the  man 
himself,  but  also  to  his  cardiac  functioning  and 
general  activity. 

Beer,  effervescent  wines,  and  mineral  waters 
should  be  avoided.  Dry  ciders,  dry  wines  of  the 
Rhine  or  Moselle,  or  of  the  Bordeaux  type  may 
be  allowed  in  strict  moderation.  Sugar  is  bet- 
ter dispensed  with,  and  saccharin,  if  suggested, 
should  be  laughed  out  of  court. 

Smoking  has  to  be  dealt  with,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, with  a  firm  hand.  Conditions  suggesting 
a  fatty  degeneration  certainly  forbid  it  in  all 
forms ;  and  anginous  cases  should  also  certainly 
not  smoke.  On  the  other  hand,  the  irritable  heart 
of  the  neurotic  man  may  be  distinctly  benefited 
by  the  use  of  tobacco  within  the  physiological 
limit  and  well  within  that  limit. 

Contrary  to  the  general  opinion,  I  believe  the 
cigarette,  if  not  smoked  to  the  hilt,  is  the  least 
harmful  form  of  the  weed.  The  ordinary  cigar 
is  too  strong  and  bulky  for  the  heart  patient,  and 
the  pipe  needs  a  "  draw  "  which  the  cigarette  does 
not;  moreover,  it  is  generally  not  a  clean  instru- 
ment. 

Free  indulgence  in  tea  or  coffee  must  be 
checked,  and  "  big  drinks,"  however  innocent 
their  composition,  should  be  avoided. 

The  under-nourished  man  should  be  fed  as 
carefully  as  the  plethoric,  but  he  may  eat  farina- 
ceous puddings  and  be  put  on  cod-liver  oil  as  well. 
He  is  not  exactly  to  be  fed  as  a  phthisical  under 
open-air  treatment,  but  supplementary  meals 
may  be  given  him  with  good  results  in  the  form 
of  good  soup,  milk,  and  doses  of  hematogen. 
And,  generally  speaking,  this  freer  diet  should 
also  be  exhibited  to  the  man  with  a  disturbed 
innervation  unless  it  be  evidently  caused  by 
gouty  conditions. 


The  medicinal  treatment  of  the  conditions  we 
have  just  been  considering  is  in  many  aspects  an 
important  one.  Practically  it  resolves  itself  into 
the  treatment  of  a  gouty  and  inefficient  myo- 
cardium, an  overloaded  and  probably  degenerat- 
ing myocardium,  and  a  feeble  and  easily  over- 
strained myocardium. 

I  think  colchicum  has  a  very  strong  claim  on 
our  notice  in  the  treatment  of  the  first  section ; 
the  quick,  rapid  pulse,  the  intermissions,  the  col- 
lapse— all  point  to  it  as  in  large  doses  a  peculiar 
and  distinct  depressant.  According  to  our  rule 
of  practice  such  a  medicinal  action,  especially 
when  it  is  confirmed  by  the  totality  of  symptoms, 
would  lead  us  strongly  to  rely  on  the  therapeutic 
value  of  the  pre-primary  or  plus  action  of  this 
drug  in  small  doses.  In  severe  cases  it  should 
not  be  given  in  more  than  the  second  decimal 
dilution,  though  in  more  chronic  and  less  mark- 
edly severe  attacks  the  first  decimal  might  be  used 
with  advantage. 

Digitalis  is  another  remedy  made  use  of  by 
both  schools  of  medicine.  When  there- is  rapid 
and  irregular  palpitation  and  heart  distress,  but 
without  marked  dilatation,  it  becomes  a  valuable 
remedy  in  the  second  or  third  decimal  dilution. 
But  when  weakness,  mere  intermittence,  and  a 
general  condition  pointing  to  atony  rather  than 
irritability,  the  first  decimal,  or  else  drop  doses 
of  the  mother  tincture,  are  more  dependable. 

There  are  three  remedies  which  are  extremely 
useful  in  cardiac  pain  of  a  chronic  nature  occur- 
ring at  this  time  of  life.  I  exclude  aconite,  be- 
cause its  indication,  generally  speaking,  would  be 
in  most  cases  marked  by  a  certain  amount  of 
fever  or  at  least  erethism,  as  well  as  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  very  specially  the  medicine  of  the 
young. 

Spigelia  is  markedly  the  remedy  of  the  weak, 
neuralgic,  and  under-nourished  heart.  The  pain 
is  not  of  a  severe  character,  but  it  is  evidently 
cardiac  in  location ;  it  is  associated  with  such  ten- 
sion and  palpitation  as  we  get  in  this  class  of 
cases,  and  there  is  often  pressure  and  weight  on 
the  heart  region  besides  tension  in  the  brain  and 
semi-lateral  neuralgias  of  the  head. 

Next  to  this  I  would  mention  cactus,  a  remedy 
probably  as  useful  in  the  male  sex  as  spigelia  in 
the  female.  The  special  indications  are  pain  and 
oppression  just  as  if  an  iron  hand  were  grasping 
the  heart,  intermittence  of  heart  and  pulse, 
feebleness  of  heart's  action  generally.  Rubini's 
classical  proving  of  this  drug,  supplemented  later 
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b)  I  [encke  and  Lembke,  seem  to  my  mind  to  pro- 
duce a  series  of  facts  concerning  the  power  of 
this  drug  to  induce  heart  weakness,  intermissi 
and  suffering  of  a  must  marked  and  undoubted 
character.  It  is  in  our  school  a  drug  in  daily 
use  for  just  those  special  symptoms  which  these 
observers  elucidated.  Nature  properly  and  care- 
fully interrogated  reveals  the  curative  power  of 
small  doses  by  indicating  the  track  affected  by 
larger  doses,  and  also  the  lines  of  special  affinity 
through  which  they  act. 

The  third  remedy  of  this  analgesic  group  is 
glonoin  or  nitro-glycerine.  For  the  pain  which 
commences  in  the  cardiac  region  and  has  a  tend- 
ency to  pass  across  from  the  chest  to  the  left  arm 
and  down  to  the  fingers,  accompanied  with 
dyspnoea,  anxiety,  and  fear  of  impending  death. 
this  remedy — just  as  amyl  and  the  nitrites — has 
a  remarkable  power  of  bringing  relief.  The 
quick,  rapid,  and  often  irregular  pulse,  the  head- 
ache and  distress,  the  shooting,  throbbing  pains. 
the  anxiety  and  shallow  respirations,  the  palpita- 
tions, the  pain  shooting  through  to  spine  and 
down  the  arms,  the  flushing  of  the  face  followed 
by  extreme  pallor,  fainting,  and  insensibility,  all 
make  up  a  striking  picture  of  what  one  recog- 
nizes as  angina.  And  I  feel  sure  it  is  your  ex- 
perience, as  it  has  been  mine,  that  the  relief  to 
these  marked  symptoms  has  been  over  and  over 
again  of  a  satisfactory  character.  The  dose  I 
generally  prescribe  is  1-200  of  a  grain. 

The  short  list  of  remedies  which  I  am  bringing 
before  your  notice  this  evening  would  not  be 
complete  without  the  mention  of  strophanthus. 
which  is  in  common  parlance  a  heart  tonic,  and 
no  doubt  a  very  valuable  one.  I  have  found  it 
of  great  use  in  the  chronic  weak  heart  when  dila- 
tation is  of  a  moderate  character ;  when  uneasi- 
ness rather  than  pain  is  present,  or.  if  there  is 
pain,  pain  of  a  slight  and  limited  character,  an 
ache,  as  of  fatigue;  when  the  pulse  is  occasion- 
ally intermittent,  but  palpitation  is  not  of  a  vig- 
orous paroxysmal  character.  The  experiments 
of  Fraser,  Piedvache  and  others  lead  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  plus  action  of  strophanthus  is  to 
be  found  in  the  dilutions  or  in  drop  doses  of  the 
mother  tincture,  and  that  as  soon  as  full  doses 
are  given  the  cardiac  impulse  is  enfeebled,  arrest 
of  its  action  follows,  and  paralysis  of  the  organ 
finally  ensues. 

Among  the   lesser-used   heart  tonics   may 
mentioned    spartein    and    convallaria ;    and    as 
special  tissue  remedies  acting  on  th<  rat- 


ing myocardium  I  must  mention  arsenic  and  its 
iodide,  iron,  and  barium. 

The  hygienic  treatment  of  cardiac  weakness 
may  be  summed  up  : 

(1)  As  it  relates  to  pure  air. 

(2)  As  it  relates  to  ordinary  movement  and 
exercise.  Impetuosity  must  give  way  to  deliber- 
ation. 

1  .;  1  As  it  relates  to  regulated  movements,  op- 
posed and  self-opposi 

(4)  As  it  relates  to  baths. 
♦     ♦• 

Immunity    and   Serum    Therapeutics    in    Their 
Relation  to  the  Law  of  Similars* 

BY     DR.     JAMES     JOHNSTOXE. 

Part  I .     Immunity  and  Scrum  Therapeutics. 

It  is  but  six  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
meeting  of  this  Congress  at  Bristol,  that  I  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  a  paper  on  the 
same  subject  which  has  been  allocated  to  me 
to-day  by  the  Council  of  the  Congress.  The 
honor  of  being  requested  to  inflict  myself  again 
on  your  indulgence  is  duly  appreciated.  Sharp, 
of  Rugby,  whom  we  all  honor  for  his  well- 
known  "  tracts."  tells  a  story  of  John  Hunter, 
the  great  anatomist,  that  when  asked  with  sur- 
prise by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  then  one  of  his 
pupils,  whether  he  had  not  the  year  before 
stated  an  opinion  on  some  point  directly  at  vari- 
ance with  one  he  had  just  put  forth,  replied 
"  Very  likely  I  did;  I  hope  I  grow  wiser  every 
year."  I  would,  with  Sharp,  seek  shelter  under 
this  illustrious  example  and,  in  obedience  to  your 
request  for  more  information  on  this  topic,  pro- 
ceed to  explain  the  further  progress  of  thought 
and  inquiry  which  has  been  made  since  my  last 
communication  on  this  subject  was  made. 

Since  that  review  of  serum  therapy,  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  in  1S97.  much  light  has 
been  thrown  on  what  was  then  and  still  is  a  most 
obscure  process.  Much  remains  to  be  discovered 
and  still  more  to  be  explained.  It  would  be  out 
of  place  here  to  go  into  details  of  the  phenomena 
associated  with  immunity  or  with  the  practical 
application  of  serum  therapy.  Time  demands 
that  attention  be  directed  rather  to  leading  prin- 
ciples, though  the  study  of  many  of  the  numerous 
side  issues  is  most  absorbing. 

As  in  other  branches  of  physiology  and  pathol- 
.  the  really  efficient  work  on  the  subject  of  im- 

*  Read  at  the  British  Homeopathic  Congress  at  Oxford. 
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munity  has  been  done  when  due  observation  has 
been  made  on  the  simpler  cells  and  fluids  of  the 
body.  The  gross  pathology  of  the  last  century 
dealt  in  the  main  with  organs  and  masses  of  cells. 
To-day  the  behavior  of  the  blood  cells,  muscle 
cells,  nerve  cells,  etc.,  is  being  observed  under 
varying  conditions,  and  from  the  knowledge  thus 
gained  grand  progress  is  being  made  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  subtler  phenomena  of  normal  and 
diseased  life.  Cell  physiology  is  the  keynote  of 
modern  medical  science.  "  There  are  signs  that 
the  practical  medicine  of  to-day  acknowledges  the 
profound  importance  of  the  general  physiology  of 
cell  life  for  an  understanding  of  the  physiological 
and  pathological  phenomena  exhibited  in  the  cell 
community  of  the  human  body.  We  have  learned 
the  laws  which  govern  the  phenomena  of  the 
heart-beat  and  circulation,  and  we  understand 
something  of  the  chemistry  of  the  stomach. 
These,  however,  are  but  gross  physical  and  chem- 
ical phenomena.  The  problem  of  the  heart's 
motion  and  of  muscle  contraction  lies  in  the 
muscle  cell ;  that  of  food  reception  and  resorption 
in  the  epithelium  cell  and  white  blood  cell"  (Max 
Yer  Worn). 

General  Physiology. 

In  thus  considering  the  cell,  we  are  face  to  face 
with  a  most  difficult  problem,  namely,  the  com- 
plex nature  of  living  matter  or  protoplasm,  both 
in  its  own  nature  and  composition,  and  particu- 
larly in  its  metabolism  or  capacity  for  activity. 
Its  chief  function  is  a  process  of  rebuilding,  of 
taking  up  food  material,  utilizing  it,  and  getting 
rid  of  the  waste  products.  Protoplasm  behaves 
toward  any  extraneous  material  in  one  of  three 
ways :  ( i )  Either  the  matter  is  capable  of  being 
assimilated  and  used  in  metabolism.  We  then 
know  it  as  food.  (2)  Or,  it  is  capable  of  being 
assimilated,  but  may  disturb  metabolism.  Then 
we  know  it  as  poison.  (3)  Lastly,  it  may  be 
incapable  of  assimilation,  and  then  we  call  it  inert 
matter  (Ritchie,  Jour.  Hyg.,  vol.  ii.  iii). 

The  second  of  these  alternatives  will  interest 
us  most  in  considering  the  subject  of  my  paper. 
I  refer  to  the  assimilation  by  protoplasm  of  mat- 
ter which  may  disturb  metabolism  and  constitute 
poison.  But  while  protoplasm  may  be  affected 
by  a  poison,  it  very  frequently  develops  the 
capacity  of  tolerating  its  presence  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  metabolic  activities,  ordinarily 
interfered  with  by  the  poison,  may  go  on  as  usual. 
When  this  toleration  occurs  the  protoplasm  is  said 
to  manifest  immunity.  We  have  many  examples 
of  this  in  the  bodies  of  men  and  animals  where 
the  relations  are  complex  and  the  conditions  ab- 
struse. But  investigations  with  various  chemical 
substances  on  the  unicellular  organisms  have 
shown  that  anomalous  phenomena  are  to  be  met 


with  in  these  lowly  forms.  '  Thus  by  accustoming 
infusoria  to  weak  solutions  of  corrosive  subli- 
mate Davenport  (Archiv.  fur  Entwick,  1896,  ii., 
p.  564)  has  made  them  immune  to  solutions  of 
such  strength  as  were  at  once  fatal  to  even  im- 
munized individuals.  I  have  quoted  this  as  an 
example  of  the  fundamental  importance,  not  only 
theoretically,  but  also  for  practical  medicine,  of 
systematic  investigations  of  reactions  in  the  single 
cell.  The  poison  here  employed  is  a  chemical 
one,  but  the  action  is  analogous  to  that  obtained 
with  substances  of  animal  and  vegetable  origin. 
Most,  however,  is  known  about  bacterial  poisons, 
and  therefore  in  using  the  word  immunity,  it  is 
often  limited  to  immunity  against  bacteria  and 
their  poisons.  It  is  chiefly  in  this  sense  that  I 
shall  make  use  of  it  now. 

Tzvo  Types  of  Bacterial  Action 

The  early  investigators  of  immunity  soon  found 
that  there  were  variations  in  its  phenomena,  ac- 
cording to  the  species  of  bacteria  under  experi- 
ment. Their  actions  varied  considerably,  but  two 
chief  types  stood  out,  round  either  of  which  all 
could  be  grouped. 

Group  1. — The  first  group  of  bacteria,  of  which 
the  diphtheria  and  tetanus  organisms  are  the 
most  notable  example  and  most  studied,  include 
those  which  settle  down  in  one  part  of  the  body, 
such  as  the  fauces  or  a  wounded  nerve,  and  pro- 
duce poisons.  These  latter  are  absorbed  and 
give  rise  to  changes  in  function  of  relatively  dis- 
tant organs  (as  for  example,  the  heart  and  brain) 
on  which  they  have  a  selective  action.  The  poi- 
sons are  also  capable  of  manufacture  outside  the 
body  on  artificial  media,  such  as  nutrient  gelatin, 
bouillon  or  beef  broth,  milk,  etc. 

The  actual  nature  of  these  poisons  or  toxins  is 
unknown.  Hitherto  they  have  resisted  all  at- 
tempts at  isolation  in  a  pure  form.  As  they  have 
many  points  in  common  with  snake  poison, 
poisons  of  noxious  creatures,  and  vegetable 
poisons,  such  as  ricin  from  the  castor  oil  bean, 
and  abrin  from  jequirity  seeds,  they  and  their 
congeners  are  all  placed  under  the  same  category. 
One  of  the  properties  possessed  in  common  is  that 
of  being  precipitated  by  those  agents  which 
precipitate  the  intermediate  products  of  ordinary 
digestion,  i.  e.,  the  albumoses.  Hence  the  toxins 
are  looked  on  as  identical  with  or  allied  to 
albumose. 

Group  2.  We  have  thus  far  dealt  with  the 
first  group  of  diseases  (diphtheria  and  tetanus), 
where  the  bacteria  are  localized  at  one  spot,  the 
toxins  only  invading  distant  organs.  The 
disease  effects  are  in  some  way  associated  with 
actual  bodily  presence,  in  the  tissues,  of  the 
bacteria  themselves.  (a)  A  few  tend  to  be 
localized  in  certain  organs  or  parts  of  the  body, 
such  as  pneumococcus  of  pneumonia,  erysipelas 
in  the  skin  and  cellular  tissues,  typhoid  in  the 
intestine  and  liver,  etc.  (b)  Others  are  found  all 
over  the  body.  In  man  the  notable  examples  of 
this  sub-group  are  plague  and  relapsing  fever. 
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Of  these  diseases,  the  main  general  effect  pro- 
duced in  the  body  has  as  its  outstanding  feature 
the   production    of    fever,    of    winch    the    inward 
significance   is    not   yet   understood.      Also    the 
tendency  is  for  the  local  activity  of  the  bacteria 
to  be  associated   with  the  development  of  that 
iplex  of  pathological  changes  summed  up  in 
term   inflammation.      As   already   indicated 
poisons    are    intimately   associated    with    the 
lies   of   the   bacteria,    and    cannot    be   entirely 
filtered  out,  as  is  the  case  of  the  toxins  of  diph- 
theria.    As  the  bacteria  die  in  the  tissues,  the 
sons    are    thus    liberated    from    their    bodies. 
Such  are   in  brief  the  destructive   characters   of 
the  second  group. 

From  the  standpoint  of  immunity  to  i 
h  groups  of  bacterial  disease,  the  body  re- 
quires to  be  protected  against  the  bodies  and  the 
soluble  toxins  of  the  bacteria,  (a)  In  the  first 
group  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  etc.)  protection  is 
chiefly  required  against  the  soluble  toxins-  (b) 
In  the  second  group  it  is  chiefly  necessary  that  the 
deal  with  the  effects  of  the  bacterium 
in  loco. 

Methods  of  Producing  Immunity. 

Our  next  inquiry  is.  how  may  immunity — in 
these  two  directions — be  produced?  Physicians 
have  for  centuries  been  acquainted  with  the 
phenomena  of  immunity  in  observing  clinically 
events  after  recovery  from  infectious  diseases 
arising  under  natural  conditions,  i.  e.,  not 
artificially  produced.  But  the  knowledge  of  what 
really  takes  place  and  all  the  therapeutic  results 
from  application  of  the  principle  have  come  from 
experimental  research  on  animals.  The  actual 
process  of  immunization  follows  different  lines 
according  to  the  group  of  bacteria  diseases  to  be 
dealt  with. 

Group  I. — In  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  small 
doses  of  the  weakened  poison — freed  from  the 
ies  of  hacteria — arc  injected  at  intervals  of  a 
few  days.  The  dose  is  gradually  increased  and 
pari  passu  the  animal  (c.  g.,  the  horse)  acquires 
increased  capacity  for  resisting  lethal  or  highly 
noxious  doses.  This  capacity  is  termed  active 
immunity.  When  the  animal  has  attained  this  in 
high  degree,  namely  when  it  is  able  to  resist  many 
hundred  times  the  dose  which  would  have  killed 
it  at  the  outset — a  month  or  six  weeks  previously 
— it  is  found  that  the  blood  serum  has  antitoxic 
properties.  To  the  active  substance  in  the  serum 
which  manifests  these  properties  has  been  given 
the  name  antitoxin.  Of  its  chemical  nature  little 
is  known  beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  a  complex 
albuminous  body,  of  the  nature  of  a  globulin. 
Of  its  physiological  or  therapeutic  action  we 
know  somewhat  more.  When  this  antitoxic 
serum  is  withdrawn  from  the  animal,  and  intro- 
duced into  man  or  other  animals,  its  effects  are 
manifested  in  two  ways.  One  effect,  in  the  case 
of  a  healthy  animal  or  man,  is  to  ward  off  acci- 
dental or  artificial  infection.  This  is  the  propln- 
lactic  use.     Introduced  into  a  diseased  animal,  it 


will  assist  to  cut  short  the  disease.     This  i 
therapeutic  use.     The  immunity  thus  artificially 
induced   is   termed   passive.      Examples   of   these 

uses  are  familiar,  no  doubt,  to  us  all.  partial', 
as  regards  diphtheria.  Where  many  children  in 
an  institution  are  prophylactically  injected  with 
antitoxin  the  spread  or  incidence  of  an  epidemic 
is  arrested.  The  statistics  in  support  of  this  are 
many  and  are  undoubted  in  their  interpretation. 
So  also  of  the  therapeutic  efficacy  there  is  not  a 
-liadow  of  a  doubt.  The  practice  has  got  be. 
the  experimental  and  controversial  stage,  and 
no  one  who  treats  a  case  of  diphtheria  is  justified 
in  omitting  the  use  of  antitoxin,  by  injection,  in 
considerable  quantities  and  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  need  not  weary  you  by  quoting  statistics  in 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  statement.  Our 
hospital  in  Great  Ormond  Street.  London,  stands 
oul  notably  in  the  success  with  which  the  i 
tality  of  diphtheria  has  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum  by  antitoxin  and  medicinal  treatment. 
Details  of  this  success  will  be  found  in  a  paper  by 
Dr.  Clifton  Harris,  in  the  Journal  of  the  British 
Homeopathic  Society  v.  ii.,  July,  1903.  Briefly 
they  are  as  follows  : 

5  years  prior  to  Antitoxin.     58  cases.     Mortality  25   per  cent. 
5      "      with  Antitoxin.         148      "  "  8.75     " 

A  saving  of  17  lives  in  every  100  diseased. 

Comparing  these  statistics  of  the  London 
Homeopathic  Hospital  with  those  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board,  London,  we  find  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mortality  in  1892  (prior  to  Antitoxin)  29.15  per  cent. 
"        "    1901  (with  Antitoxin)         II. 31 

Thus,  as  far  as  these  figures  show,  the  Homeo- 
pathic Hospital  saves  about  three  lives,  in  every 
hundred  cases,  more  than  the  Asylums  Board,  a 
result  of  which  its  staff  and  homeopathy  may  be 
proud. 

Group  2.  In  the  case  of  the  second  group  the 
immunizing  process  is  conducted  by  a  similar 
procedure  except  that  the  actual  bodies  of  the 
bacteria  are  injected.  At  first  the  dead  bodies  in 
killed  cultures  are  employed;  later,  small  and 
increasing  quantities  of  living  bacteria  are  used. 
The  same  results  follow,  namely  an  active  im- 
munity in  the  animal  against  large  doses  of  the 
living  bacteria  and  their  poisons.  As  in  the 
other  group,  by  taking  the  antitoxic  serum  and 
injecting  it  into  healthy  or  diseased  animals  and 
men  passive  immunity  is  obtained.  The  prophy- 
lactic results  are  satisfactory,  but  the  therapeutic 
effects  are  not  so  good.  The  reasons  for  this 
difference  will  appear  later.  The  most  important 
fact  is  that  the  serum  of  an  immune  animal  is  in 
this  group  bactericidal,  that  is  to  say,  can  kill  the 
hacteria  in  the  body  of  the  diseased  animal  into 
which  it  may  be  injected. 

To  sum  up.  it  may  be  stated  that  (i)  in  im- 
munizing against  the  diseases  of  the  first  group 
antitoxic  sera  are  produced;  (2)   in  immuniz 
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against   the   second   group   bactericidal   sera  are 
obtained. 

We  have  thus  seen  how  active  and  passive  im- 
munity are  acquired  artificially.  But  there  is 
another  immunity  which  is  natural  in  many 
species  against  various  diseases,  though  this 
natural  immunity  is  not  always  absolute,  some 
individuals  of  the  species  being  less  insusceptible 
than  others. 

Explanation  of  Immunity. 

How  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  we  to  explain 
all  this?  It  has  been  found  difficult  indeed  to 
frame  an  explanation  which  will  cover  all  cases. 
Certain  general  underlying  principles  obtain, 
though  in  individual  cases  the  details  differ. 
Many  theories  have  been  put  forward  as  working 
hvpotheses,  but  in  sifting  them  out  that  of 
Ehrlich  is  the  most  important,  and  that  of 
Metchnikoff  takes  second  place.  Originally  these 
were  opposed  to  one  another,  but  both  have  been 
somewhat  modified  so  that  they  have  come  into 
line  with  each  other.  Metchnikoff  and  his  school 
hold  that  the  white  cells  of  the  blood  directly 
attack  the  invading  bacteria,  while  Ehrlich  and 
his  followers  lay  more  stress  on  the  action  of  the 
constituents  of  the  body  fluids. 

Ehrlich' s  theory  deserves  our  special,  though 
brief  attention.  He  found  in  his  investigations 
in  the  standardization  of  diphtheria  toxin  (a 
procedure  essential  in  order  to  gauge  the  strength 
of  antitoxin)  that  anomalous  results  occurred. 
To  account  for  these  he  assumed,  and  finally 
proved,  that  there  existed  under  certain  circum- 
stances a  modification  of  the  toxin  called  toxoid, 
which  though  nearly  non-poisonous,  is  still  capa- 
of  uniting  chemically  with  the  antitoxin  and 
thereby  producing  immunity.  This  relation  of 
toxin  to  toxoid  may  be  compared  to  that  between 
the  ordinary  and  "the  allotropic  form  of  phos- 
phorus. Toxin  is  liable  to  change  into  toxoid  by 
keeping  and  also  under  the  influence  of  the  high- 
frequency  current. 

To  explain  the  difference  between  toxin  and 
toxoid,  he  notes  the  fact  that  there  is  an  apparent 
selective  action  of  the  morbific  agent  in  certain 
diseases  for  certain  cells,  as,  for  example,  tetanus 
toxin  for  the  cells  of  the  brain  matter.  This  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  when  tetanotoxin  is  mixed 
before  injection  with  an  emulsion  of  brain  cells  it 
is  thereby  neutralized ;  he  assumes  therefore  that 
the  toxin  molecule  has  two  independent  atomic 
groups,  one  he  calls  the  haptophore  or  affimity 
group,  the  other  the  toxophore  or  poison  group. 
The  haptophore  group  brings  about  the  union  of 
the  toxin  with  a  side  chain  of  the  cell ;  while  the 
toxophore  group  is  the  cause  of  the  specific 
poison  action.  Once  the  haptophore  group  in 
the  toxin  fixes  the  latter  to  the  cell,  it  allows  the 
toxophore  group  to  act  by  virtue  of  the  bridge  or 
union  thus  made.  If  there  is  no  bridge,  there  is 
no  poisoning,  no  disturbing  of  the  metabolic  pro- 
cesses in  the  cell.  Or  it  may  be  explained  thus : 
the  cells  by  the  fact  of  the  attachment  of  the  toxin 


affinities  are  robbed  of  certain  affinities  necessary 
for  ordinary  metabolism.  This  supposes  the 
existence  in  a  cell  of  a  molecular  group,  carrying 
an  affinity  capable  of  saturation  by  a  molecule 
outside  the  cell.  Such  a  group  Ehrlich  calls  a 
receptor.  As  it  is  a  law  of  nature  that  pro- 
toplasm tends  to  repair  itself,  and  that  often  there 
is  a  tendency  to  over-regeneration,  so  the 
affinities,  lost  to  the  cell  by  having  toxin  mole- 
cules attached  to  them  (Weigert),  are  repro- 
duced. These  are  again  lost  by  adhering  to  new 
doses  of  toxin  injected  during  the  process  of 
immunization.  The  cell  has  to  go  on  manufac- 
turing the  affinities,  whose  use  it  is  as  constantly 
losing.  Finally,  the  latter  are  formed  in  such 
numbers  as  to  be  present  in  proportions  alto- 
gether beyond  the  cellular  requirements.  They 
are  therefore  wasted  material,  and  are  excreted 
accordingly.  They  pass  into  the  serum  and  form 
the  antitoxic  agent,  for  they  retain  their  original 
capacity,  formed  within  the  cell,  of  combining 
when  outside  the  cell  with  the  toxin  molecules. 
When  these  cast  off  receptors  (or  cell  side- 
chains)  of  the  susceptible  cell  meet  the  toxin,, 
their  free  affinities  saturate  the  haptophorous 
group  of  the  toxin,  which  thus  loses  the  means  by 
which  it  can  become  attached  to  the  cells.  There- 
fore anchoring  of  the  toxin  to  cell  is  impossible 
and  the  toxophorous  group  of  the  toxin  has  no 
longer  the  opportunity  of  working  a  pathogenic 
action.  The  toxin  is  thus  bereft  of  its  toxic 
power.  If  such  toxin,  saturated  in  vitro  with 
antitoxin  or  receptors,  is  injected  into  an  animal's 
body,  nothing  occurs.  Or  if  the  saturation  takes 
place  within  the  animal's  body,  the  mixture  is 
again  inert.  Its  fate  in  either  case  we  do  not 
know. 

In  the  above  outline  of  Ehrlich's  theory  I  have 
depended  largely  on  the  excellent  article  by 
Ritchie,  in  vols.  ii.  and  iii.  of  the  Journal  of 
Hygiene,  in  which  he  gives  a  masterly  resume  of 
the  present  knowledge  of  the  subject.  He  si 
up  his  criticism  of  the  theory  by  saying  that 
"  Ehrlich's  views  as  to  the  chemical  antagonism 
between  toxin  and  antitoxin,  as  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  toxins,  and  as  to  the  methods  by  which 
these  produce  disease  effects,  have  very  great 
support  from  the  facts  known ;  also  that  the 
fixation  of  toxins  in  the  cells  of  the  body  and  the 
genesis  of  antitoxin  from  an  overproduction  of 
some  product  of  cellular  activity  are  very  proba- 
ble." It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  in  view  of 
probable  criticism  of  this  theory,  to  bear  in  mind 
that  it  has  already  stood  the  brunt  of  fierce  fight- 
ing; it  has  been  battered  by  many  shells  of 
criticism  and,  though  bearing  traces  of  change 
effected  during  the  fray,  it  still  rears  its  head 
while  other  theories  have  fallen.  It  may  be 
looked  upon  as  the  best  working  hypothesis  \vi- 
know  of,  pending  further  research  and  clearer 
light.     It  professes  no  more. 

Ritchie  goes  on  to  say  that  the  theory,  while 
not  giving  a  complete  account  of  what  takes  place 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


•59 


in  the  rise  of  active  immunity,  accounts  com- 
pletely for  the  events  of  passive  immunity  and 
for  the  therapeutic  applications  of  antitoxic  sera. 
What  will  be  the  event  in  a  case  of  disease,  such 
-  diphtheria  or  tetanus,  arising  under  natural 
conditions,  will  probably  entirely  depend  on  the 
amount  of  a  toxin  which  becomes  absorbed,  and 
this  last  may  depend  on  the  capacity  of  the  body 
to  kill  the  diphtheria  producing-  it.  in   fact,  on 

perties  which  play  a  leading  part  in  the  re- 

.mce  of  the  body  to  the  members  of  the  second 
group  of  bacterial  maladies. 

Apart  from  the  therapeutical  application  of 
antitoxin,  it  is  questionable  whether  recovery 
from  natural  disease  depends  on  active  immunity 
or  on  the  development  of  antitoxin. 

Group  2.  It  now  remains  to  give  some  ex- 
planation of  immunity  to  the  second  group  of 
diseases  when  the  bodies  of  the  bacteria  are 
present  in  the  tissues  of  the  body  as  well  as  their 
si  luble  toxins.  MetchnikofFs  theory  of  the 
phagocytosis  or  eating  up  of  bacteria  and  other 
matters  by  certain  cells  of  the  blood  and  tissues, 
helps  largely  to  an  elucidation  of  the  problems 
here  encountered.  The  development  of  artificial 
immunity  against  such  bacteria  depends  on  the 
latter  being  introduced  either  in  a  form  not 
"strong  enough  to  cause  death,  or.  if  virulent,  not 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  cause  death.  In  either 
case  the  infected  animal  probably  resists  infection 
because  it  can   develop  in  its   body   or  already 

-  a  substance,  a  so-called  immune  body, 

which  attaches  itself  to  the  bacterial  protopl 
and  in  virtue  of  this  attachment  permits  another 

ly — the  complement — which  exists  normally 
in  the  animal's  body,  to  act  on  the  bacteria  with  a 
fatal  result  to  the  latter. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  best  accepted  ideas 
in  the  explanation  of  immunity  and  I  must  beg 
your  indulgence  for  having  ventured  so  far  into 
waters  that  are  so  deep  and  yet  so  full  of  objects 
of  intense  interest. 

(To  be  concluded). 


lUortb  IRcvtcwninj. 


Antimonium  Tartdricum. 

Everything  sems  to  center  about  the  stom- 
ach. Indeed,  this  feature  is  so  strong  that  the 
homeopath  hesitates  to  give  ant.-t.  when  nausea 
is  absent.  Another  marked  feature  is  a  paretic 
condition  of  the  chest ;  this  allows  exudation  to 
accumulate  in  the  bronchi,  because  there  is  an 
inability  to  cough  up  anything  on  account  of  this 
partial  paralysis.  This  chest  trouble  is  present, 
even  when  the  patient  is  sick  with  other  com- 
plaints. 

There  is  great  rattling  in  trachea  and  chest. 
The  breathing  is  abdominal  on  account  of  the 
paresis  of  the  lungs.  The  abdomen  heaves  and 
sinks  like  that  seen  in  dying  persons  sometimes. 


In   pneumonia,   whooping-cough,   and   bronchitis 

there  is  difficult  breathing  with  loud  rattling  in 
chest  and  trachea,  and  in  man)  cases  can  lie 
heard  across  the  room.  You  think  if  In-  would 
COUgh  a  little  he  would  get  the  mucus  up:  he 
COUgh,  hut  nothing  come-  up.  on  account 
of  the  paretic  condition  of  the  respiratory  mus- 
Hence  he  uses  the  abdominal  muscles  in 
breathing,  to  make  up  for  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  weakness  of  the  chest  muscles.  The  cough 
1  feeble  that  when  you  hear  it  you  feel  in- 
clined to  help  him  by  coughing  vigorously  your- 
self. His  face  is  drawn  and  cold;  nostrils  dilated 
and  sooty  on  the  inside.  With  this  there  is 
nausea  ;  he  is  more  likely  to  get  up  a  little  mu- 
cus when  he  vomits  than  when  he  coughs.  Xow 
this  state  is  hardly  one  you  would  expect  in  the 
first  days  of  bronchitis,  etc.,  but  one  that  would 
come  about  after  several  days  of  sickness,  when 
there  is  threatened  paresis  of  lungs,  with  car- 
bonic-acid gas  poisoning.  The  cough  is  w 
at  11  P.  m.,  toward  morning;  after  eating; 
from  getting  angry,  and  getting  warm  in  bed  ; 
relieved  by  sitting  upright.  With  all  this  there 
must  be  present  the  generalities  of  this  remedy. 

Passif/ora  Incarnata. 

Passirlora  is  a  nervine,  antispasmodic,  sopo- 
rific, anodyne,  and  sedative.  I  first  had  my  at- 
tention directed  to  passirlora  in  the  sleeplessne-s 
of  children.  I  frequently  would  have  patients 
come  to  my  office  to  get  medicine  to  make  baby 
sleep;  upon  inquiry  they  would  tell  me  that  baby 
was  not  sick,  rested  well  during  the  day,  hut 
when  night  came  would  cry  and  fret  all  night. 
and  keep  the  rest  of  the  family  from  sleeping. 
You  who  have  listened  to  Professor  Scudder 
lecture,  probably  well  remember  when  he  used 
to  tell  the  class  that  a  child  has  three  cries :  one 
when  it  is  hungry  ;  one  when  it  is  sick,  and  a 
'*  cussed  "  cry.  Xow,  it  was  this  "  cussed  "  cry 
that  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble;  to  give 
opiates  and  many  of  the  stronger  medicines  that 
are  a  great  many  times  resorted  to,  I  deemed  not 
only  improper,  but  injurious.  I  searched  my 
materia  medica  over  carefully,  hut  found  noth- 
ing that  seemed  to  fit  my  case,  so  I  consulted 
my  colleague,  Dr.  Brower,  on  the  subject,  and 
he  told  me  that  he  had  used  passirlora  with 
marked  success  in  these  cases,  and  advised  me  to 
try  it.  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  valuable 
orifics  in  the  insomnia  of  children  that  I  have 
ever  used.  It  is  not  unpleasant  to  take,  perfectly 
safe,  and  always  produces  the  desired  result.  .  . 
In  the  convulsions  of  children  it  is  of  great 
value.  .  .  .  Many  times  a  single  dose  overci 
the  trouble.  In  insomnia  caused  by  nervous  ex- 
citement it  has  a  very  positive  action.  It  acts 
similar  to  chloral  hydrate,  hut  without  any  of 
the  evil  after-effect-  produced  by  the  latter  drug. 
It  produces  sound,  refreshing  sleep  from  which 
the  patient  may  he  awakened  at  any  time,  hut. 
if  allowed,  will' fall  asleep  again.— Eclectic  Med. 
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Die    Erkrankungen 
der    Nieren. 

Iii  Professor  Senator's  work  on  diseases  of  the 
kidney  the  subject  of  albuminuria, or  morebroadly 
speaking,  proteiduria,  such  as  occurs  in  Bright's 
disease,  continues  to  present  many  difficulties. 
and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  this  volume  that  one 
finds  that  no  one-sided  view  is  taken  of  the 
probable  reason  for  the  existence  of  albuminuria. 
Professor  Senator  agrees  with  those  who  hold 
that  there  is  a  primary  disease  of  the  kidney,  and 
that  the  damaged  epithelium  allows  the  escape  of 
proteids  present  in  the  blood  serum,  but  he  also 
admits  that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  renal 
epithelium  is  damaged,  and  yet  albuminuria  is 
not  detected,  and  conversely  albuminuria  may 
exist  and  yet  no  changes  recognizable  by  our 
present  means  of  investigation  can  be  made  out 
in  the  kidney.  In  other  words  there  is  room  for 
the  opinions  of  those  who,  like  Semmola,  hold 
that  the  primary  mischief  is  in  the  blood  serum, 
in  which  proteids  are  present  in  a  too  diffusible 
form  or  are  incapable  of  assimilation  by  the  cells 
of  the  body,  and  hence  are  got  rid  of  being 
present  in  excess ;  the  further  question  may  be 
raised  as  to  the  baneful  effect  this  excretion  of 
proteid  has  upon  the  renal  epithelium.  Already 
there  are  many  instances  of  a  pre-renal  al- 
buminuria which  most  authorities  are  disposed  to 
admit,  for  instance,  proteiduria  occurs  in  diabe- 
tes, in  jaundice,  leucaemia,  after  an  attack  of 
epilepsy,  or  even  in  association  with  intestinal 
obstruction. 

Omitting  all  these  cases  and  also  the  instances 
in  which,  as  in  contracted  kidney  associated  with 
extensive  arterial  disease,  albuminuria  occurs, 
there  still  remains  the  large  group  of  cases 
known  as  Bright's  disease,  the  true  explanation 
of  which  is  to  this  day  unknown ;  the  prevailing 
fashion  is  to  consider  that  the  pathogenesis  of 
Bright's  disease  is  allied  to  a  toxaemia,  the 
poisonous  bodies  being  of  intracorporeal  or 
extracorporeal  origin,  but  until  more  efficient 
physical,  chemical,  and  biological  means  for  the 
separation  and  recognition  of  these  substances 
have  been  introduced,  we  must  remain  content 
with  our  present  rough  clinical  generalizations. 

The  various  views  as  to  the  causation  of 
uraemia  are  considered,  and  especially  the  more 
modern  one,  which  seeks  to  find  a  physical  ex- 
planation of  the  phenomena  of  uraemia  by  estab- 
lishing an  enhanced  molecular  concentration  of 
the  blood  as  revealed  by  a  lowering  of  the  freez- 


ing point.  Strauss  and  Lindemann  have  made 
investigations  in  this  direction,  but  against  the 
discovery  that  this  increase  of  molecular  concen- 
tration is  so  commonly  found  in  uraemia  there  are 
many  other  conditions  not  at  all  associated  with 
uraemia,  in  which  the  same  physical  condition  of 
the  blood  has  been  found.  Little  advance,  there- 
fore, has  been  made  in  the  theory  that  uraemia  is 
closely  associated  with  the  presence  of  harmful 
nitrogenous  material. 

With  respect  to  the  causation  of  hypertrophv 
of  the  heart  in  various  renal  diseases,  we  hardlv 
think  Professor  Senator  has  so  correctly  inter- 
preted Cohnheim's  view  as  did  the  late  Dr.  Fagge. 
The  classification  of  the  various  forms  of Bright's 
disease  is  that  usually  adopted,  but  the  writer 
calls  attention  to  a  curious  group  of  cases  which 
has  come  under  his  own  notice  and  was  described 
as  long  ago  as  1889  by  Besancon,  and  since  then 
by  others.  In  this  group  acute  uraemia  occurs  in 
healthy  young  people,  especially  in  chlorotic 
girls,  who  have  hitherto  been  quite  free  from  any 
symptoms  suggestive  of  renal  disease.  In  these 
cases,  an  apparent  primary  atrophy  of  the  kidney 
has  been  found  after  death.  The  practical  side 
of  the  subject  is  also  fully  treated,  and  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  the  swing  of  the  pendulum  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  proteid  diet  in  treatment ;  for 
example,  eggs  so  long  as  they  are  cooked  and 
not  given  in  excess  may  be  ordered  for  a 
patient  with  chronic  parenchymatous  nephritis : 
morphine  too  may  be  given  for  the  relief  of 
uraemic  manifestations,  and  though  it  is  not 
necessary  to  order  tincture  of  cantharides.  as 
Raver  recommended,  in  acute  nephritis,  stimulant 
diuretic  drugs  may  be  used  in  this  condition. 

Le    Traitement    Renal 

des    Cardiopathies    Arterielles. 

Dr.  Paul  Bergouignan  has  written  a  treatise 
to  maintain  the  thesis  that  in  a  large  proportion 
of  cases  of  cardiac  disorder,  the  heart's  action  is 
disturbed,  even  to  the  degree  of  permanent  dis- 
ase  as  a  result  of  vascular  changes,  and  that  to' 
secure  either  permanent  or  temporary  relief  it  is 
necessary  to  invoke  the  eliminative  action  of  the 
kidneys.  The  author  brings  forward  many 
valuable  arguments  and  then  concludes  with  ob- 
servations made  upon  cases  drawn  from  the 
practice  of  M.  Huchard  and  his  pupils,  among 
whom  the  author  is  numbered.  Huchard  has 
divided  all  cases  of  organic  cardiac  disorder  into 
two  classes  :  ( 1 )  those  in  which  the  disturbance 
is    primarily    peripheral — the    arterial    form    of 
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■cardiac  disease,  occurring  in  70  per  cent,  of  male 
cases  and  ^j.^,  per  cent,  amongst  women,  gh  ing  a 
rough  average  of  60  per  cent.,  and  (2)  tin 
called  rheumatic  or  valvular  cardiac  cases  form- 
ing 30  per  cent,  of  male  cases  and  52.5  per  cent. 
amongst  women,  with  an  average  of  about  40 
per  cent. 

From  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  the 
arterial  form  of  cardiac  disease  is  much  more 
common  than  the  valvular,  and  it  is  to  the  treat- 
ment of  this  class  of  case  that  M.  Huchard's 
pupil  devotes  his  treatise.  In  order  to  clear  the 
way  for  concise  rules  of  treatment  of  cases  of 
cardiac  disorder  due  to  arterial  disease,  it  has 
been  found  advisable  to  distinguish  various 
phases  in  its  development,  and  we  find  consider- 
able guidance  to  this  end  in  the  recognition  of 
(1)  a  prescleoric  stage,  (2)  a  cardio-arterial 
stage,  and  three  (3)  a  cardio-mitral  stage. 

The  second  and  third  stage  are  familiar  to  us 
all,  for  in  the  second  stage  we  often  meet  with 
cardiac  arrvthmia.  primary  angina  pectoris 
gravis,  and  the  Stokes-Adams  syndrome,  all 
more  or  less  associated  with  manifest  disorder  of 
the  peripheral  vessels  ;  in  the  third  stage  with  a 
failing  left  heart  and  regurgitation  through  the 
mitral  orifice,  we  see  the  familiar  picture  so  often 
met  with  in  hospital  wards.  The  symptoms  and 
signs,  however,  of  the  presclerotic  stage  are 
rather  ill-defined  and  not  yet  fully  understood. 

The  author  takes  considerable  care  to  set  out 
Huchard's  researches.  It  will  be  admitted  that 
once  a  vascular  sclerosis  has  been  established, 
little  or  nothing  can  be  done  to  cure  the  lesion, 
successful  or  not  as  may  be  the  efforts  to  combat 
the  symptoms  arising  from  it,  so  that  if  it  is 
possible  to,  as  it  were,  anticipate  the  establish- 
ment of  this  lesion  and  obviate  its  occurrence,  we 
should  really  do  our  patients  inestimable  service. 
It  is  familiar  knowledge  that  lead,  alcoholism, 
strain,  gout,  and  even  heredity  are  apparently 
greatly  concerned  in  the  development  of  arterio- 
sclerosis, and  it  is  possible  in  some  of  these  cases 
to  ward  off  the  vascular  change,  but  until  we 
know  more  of  the  actual  cause  of  occlusion  of 
the  vasa  vasorum.  we  shall  still  have  many  cases 
in  which  prophylaxis  is  impossible,  so  that  symp- 
tomatic treatment  alone  remain-. 

The  French  school,  however,  is  very  much 
dominated  by  the  idea  that  various  alimentary 
toxins  are  responsible  for  much  that  is  at  present 
a  mystery :  the  liver  is  a  great  neutralizing  agent, 
nullifying  the  baneful  influence  of  alimentary 
toxins  arriving  by  the  portal  system,  and  the 
kidney  is  subservient  to  the  process  of  excretion 
of  toxins,  neutralized  or  not.  Dr.  !'■>  rgouignan, 
following  his  master's  teaching,  has  chosen  to 
look  upon  the  kidneys  as  the  organs  to  be  relied 
upon,  in  treating  the  pre-sclerotic  stage  of 
arterial  cardiac  disease,  and  support  for  this  atti- 
tude is  found  in  the  facts  that  milk  is  an  excel- 
lent diuretic,  and  of  very  low  toxicity  (Charrin 
and  Roger). 


As  a  diuretic  treatment  an  exclusively  milk 
dietary  is  recommended,  and  in  addition  theo- 
bromine is  prescribed.  Excellent  results 
recorded  from  this  line  of  treatment;  in  51 
cases  various  other  agents  may  be  used,  such  as 
massage,  mineral  waters,  etc.  Digitalis,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  relegated  to  the  third  and  final 
!  the  disease,  and  even  then  is  to  be  used 
in  certain  selected  cases  only;  arrvthmia  alone, 
we  are  reminded,  should  not  be  the  criterion  for 
the  use  of  this  drug. 

Die    Krankheiten 
des    Rachcns. 

Those  who  have  attended  the  crowded  clinical 
demonstrations  by  Professor  Chiari,  which  are 
among  the  most  conspicuous  features  of  medical 
teaching  in  Vienna,  have  awaited  with  keen  anti- 
cipation the  appearance  of  his  monograph  upon 
diseases  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract.  The 
author  is  an  advocate  of  posterior  rhinosc 
and  finds  that  the  evidence  obtained  by  this 
means  may  often  with  advantage  be  extended  by 
sounding  the  naso-parynx  under  cocaine.  For 
local  anaesthesia,  he  recommends  painting  with 
cocaine  subsequent  to  vigorous  swabbing  with  a 
1  in  1000  solution  of  adrenalin  chloride.  This 
results  in  a  vascular  contraction  which  lasts  for 
quite  two  or  three  hours,  so  that  the  risk  of 
hemorrhage  is  minimized.  For  tonsilotomy  he 
prefers  the  instrument  of  Mathieu  to  that  of 
Mackenzie.  The  account  of  the  instruments 
which  may  be  used  in  the  treatment  of  adenoids 
is  very  complete,  but  the  writer's  preference  is 
evidently  for  the  ordinary  Gottstein's  knife.  He 
states  that  recurrence  is  not  very  rare ;  it  may 
perhaps  be  that  the  operation  is  not  always  com- 
pletely carried  out,  but  we  think  that  experience 
would  generally  be  that  Schmidt's  figure  of  3 
per  cent,  is  below  the  mark.  In  diphtheria  Pro- 
fessor Chiari  strongly  recommends  the  use  of 
inhalation  and  sprays  in  addition  to  the  antitoxin 
treatment ;  he  is.  however,  much  against  the  plan 
of  painting  the  throat,  which  he  considers  ob- 
solete. 

Sammlung    klinischer    Abhandlungen 

ueber    Pathologie    und    Therapie 

der    Stoffwechsel    und    Ernaehrungsstoerungtn. 

A  work  on  colica  mucosa  is  by  Drs.  Carl 
Dapper  and  von  Noorden,  and  describes  the  con- 
dition usually  known  as  membranous  colitis. 
The    authors    believe    that    inflammation    is    no 

•  ntial  element,  though  mucous  colic  may  be 
complicated  by  enteritis  and  vice  versa.  Thus 
post  mortem  the  mucosa  may  be  anatomically  un- 
changed, although  shreds  of  mucus  may  adhere 
to  it  with  great  tenacity.  The  condition,  with 
the  concomitant  neurasthenia,  cannot  depend 
merely  on  chronic  constipation,  for  at  least  t 
cases  of  obstinate  constipation,  complicated  by 
every  known  is,  may  be  treated  before  one 
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of  mucous  colic  is  met  with.  The  authors'  view 
is  that  the  abnormal  secretion  of  mucus  arises 
from  nervous  influences ;  in  other  words,  that  the 
disease  is  a  "  secretion  neurosis."  The  attacks 
of  colic  are  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  intestine  to 
expel  the  adherent  mucus. 

The  most  interesting  section  is  that  devoted  to 
treatment.  Till  recently  the  diet  generally  ad- 
vocated for  membranous  '' colitis"  was  one  which 
would  irritate  the  hypothetically  inflamed  intes- 
tine as  little  as  possible  by  undigested  residue. 
Most  practitioners  who  have  treated  cases  on  this 
principle  will  admit  that  the  results  are  unsatis- 
factory unless  the  constipation  can  be  relieved  by 
constant  recourse  to  enemata.  The  authors, 
recognizing  that,  whatever  may  be  the  pathology 
of  the  condition,  cure  is  attainable  only  by  the 
relief  of  constipation,  advocate  an  "  indigestible  " 
diet — that  is,  one  which  furnishes  a  copious 
residue,  and  consists  largely  of  leguminous  vege- 
tables, fruit,  and  wholemeal  bread.  Much  fat, 
chiefly  in  the  form  of  cream  and  butter,  is  also 
given.  For  the  first  three  or  four  days  of  this 
treatment  all  the  abdominal  symptoms  may  be 
aggravated,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  ad- 
minister morphine.  The  bowels  should  be 
relieved  bv  large  enemata  of  oil  as  long  as  neces- 
sary ;  but  in  a  short  time,  usually  a  few  days,  the 
stools  become  soft,  the  mucus  disappears,  and 
with  it  all  the  abdominal  pain  and  discomfort. 
The  authors'  views  are  justified  by  cases.  Of 
seventy-five  patients  so  treated,  50  per  cent,  were 
cured  permanently,  often  within  a  few  weeks, 
and  only  5.2  per  cent,  were  unbenefited. 

On    Syphonage 

and    Hydraulic    Pressure 

in    the     Large     Intestine. 

Dr.  Leftwitch  has  been  struck  by  the  occur- 
rence of  the  longitudinal  bands  of  involuntary 
muscular  tissue  in  the  walls  of  the  large  intestine, 
and  endeavors  to  prove  that  besides  peristaltic 
action, there  are  other  agencieswhich  drive  on  the 
contents  of  the  alimentary  tract.  The  csecal 
region,  it  is  maintained,  acts  somewhat  as  a  Bra- 
mah's  hydraulic  press,  so  that  the  pressure  exerted 
at  the  ileo-caecal  valve  is  multiplied  according  as 
the  sectional  area  of  the  ascending  colon  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  ileo-caecal  aperture.  In 
order  to  increase  the  resistance  of  the  walls  of  the 
colon,  the  latter  is  reduced  in  length  by  contrac- 
tion of  the  longitudinal  bands  of  muscle,  thereby 
producing  a  greater  infolding  of  the  constrictions 
present  between  the  sacculi,  much  as  the  walls  of 
a  concertina  are  more  resistant  when  the  instru- 
ment is  collapsed.  The  writer  then  proceeds  to 
argue  that  in  man  the  assumption  of  the  upright 
posture,  though  accompanied  by  a  certain  degree 
of  hindrance  to  the  passage  of  the  contents  of 
the  bowel  along  the  ascending  colon  against 
gravity,  has  the  advantage  of  supplying  him  with 
a    siphon-like    action    and    the    caecum    may    be 


looked  upon  as  a  reservoir  of  fluid,  and  the 
"  pioid  "  arrangement  of  the  rest  of  the  large 
bowel  as  the  siphon  tube.  The  reader  will  be 
struck  by  the  ingenuity  with  which  Dr.  Leftwich 
endeavors  to  prove  his  theories,  and  will  certainly 
meet  with  novel  opinions  as  to  the  treatment  of 
typhoid  fever,  appendicitis,  intestinal  obstruction, 
etc..  based  upon  the  views  for  which  the  writer 
makes  himself  responsible.  We  wish  that  he  had 
convinced  us  that  the  retraction  of  the  anus  in 
young  adults  is  due  to  the  tonic  action  of  the 
muscular  taenia  which  have  become  spread  out 
in  the  walls  of  the  rectum ;  the  pelvic  fascia  and 
levator  ani  probably  play  a  much  more  important 
part. 

Syphilis 

und    Nervensystem. 

Dr.  Max  Xonne  who  speak  from  great  ex- 
perience at  the  Eppendorf  Hospital,  gives  in  the 
seventeen  lectures  comprised  in  the  book  he  has 
recently  issued  a  comprehensive  and  thorough 
account  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  due  to 
syphilis.  On  the  subject  of  pyschoses  and  neu- 
roses in  syphilis,  some  pages  are  given  to  epilepsy 
(tardiva)  of  syphilitic  origin.  In  the  twelve 
cases  which  have  come  under  the  author's  per- 
sonal observation  this  aetiological  hypothesis  ap- 
pears to  have  been  arrived  at  by  a  process  of 
elimination  of  the  ordinarily  accepted  causal 
factors.  The  attacks  were  indistinguishable 
from  those  of  true  epilepsy,  but  neither  preceded 
nor  followed  by  dreamy  states  or  other  psychical 
anomalies  or  character  changes.  In  none  of  his 
cases,  nor  in  fact  with  any  of  the  cases  quoted  as 
obsrved  by  others  (Erb,  Dinkier,  Rumpf,  etc.), 
with  the  exception  of  Fournier,  had  antisyphilitic 
treatment  any  effect  whatever.  Dr.  Xonne, 
therefore,  considers  these  attacks  to  be  not  due 
to  the  immediate  action  of  syphilis,  but  to  be,  like 
tabes  and  general  paralysis,  of  metasyphilitic 
causation. 

With  regard  to  general  paralysis,  the  large  per- 
centage of  paralytics  in  winch  syphilitic  infection 
has  been  proved,  and  the  fact  that  the  proportion 
of  general  paralysis  to  the  population  rises  and 
falls  with  prevalence  of  syphilis,  are  commented 
upon.  With  regard  to  syphilis  and  tabes, 
statistics  vary  from  19  per  cent.  (Oppenheim)  to 
91  per  cent.  (Fournier).  Dr.  Nonne  considers 
that  greater  care  is  necessary  in  seeking  for 
evidence  of  a  past  infection,  and  mentions  in  this 
relation  that  Storbeck  found  only  24  per  cent,  of 
certain  svphilitics  in  his  cases  of  tabes,  and,  add- 
ing one  half  of  the  doubtful  cases,  a  total  oi  36 
per  cent. ;  and  that  Erb.  reviewing  Storbeck's 
statistics,  showed  that  the  percentage  was  really 
60.  After  a  careful  review  of  conflicting  opin- 
ions, Dr.  Xonne  concludes  that  syphilis  is  the 
most  important  aetiological  factor,  but  not  a  con- 
dition sine  ijua  11011. 
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npOPlCS    oftheJJoUR 


ZMissouri  Institute  of  homeopathy. 
The    Missouri    Infinite    of    Homeopathy    has 
had   one   of   its   old-style   banner   meetings.     In 

ye  olden  lime,  under  several  of  the  former  Presi- 
dents and  pushful  Secretaries,  this  Institute  had 
forged  to  a  prominence  and  reputation  not  sur- 
passed by  the  great  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathx  itself.  However,  in  the  whirligig 
of  time,  by  the  addition  of  new  members  and  the 
disappearance  of  the  elders,  the  Missouri  Insti- 
tute seemed  to  fall  awayfrom  its  one-timeprestige 
and  power,  until,  so  far  as  the  outside  homeo- 
pathic profession  could  learn,  it  degenerated  into 
a  mere  local  affair  as  between  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis.  The  journals  of  the  craft,  outside  of 
one  or  two,  were  not  kept  informed  of  the 
"  doings,"  and  only  a  few  of  the  original  mem- 
bers were  conspicuous  in  the  halls  of  its  council. 
That  there  were  annual  meetings  was,  of  course, 
true ;  but  beyond  the  mere  local  assemblage,  plus 
a  few  from  other  parts  of  the  State,  little  else 
was  seen  or  done.  Now,  however,  at  this  last 
session  in  St.  Louis,  a  new  light  seems  to  have 
dawned  and  the  gloom  dissipated.  Indeed,  be- 
fore the  meeting  itself,  thanks  to  the  enterprising- 
secretary  Dr.  Mellies,  aided  by  that  young 
Lochinvar  who  came  up  out  of  the  West,  Presi- 
dent Crutcher,  efforts  were  made  to  rehabilitate 
the  old  Institute,  all  of  which  proved  successful. 
There  was  a  new  atmosphere  pervading  the 
society.  The  younger  men  as  well  as  the 
remnant  elders,  who  looked  in  and  took  part,  gave 
new  life  and  vim  to  the  work ;  so  that  when  the 
sessions  closed  it  was  voted  by  common  consent 
to  have  been  a  fine  meeting  and  gave  promise  of 
holding  the  old  original  place  in  the  procession 
of  Medical  Societies. 

The  meetings  were  held  in  the  Gents'  Parlor 
of  the  Southern  Hotel  just  a  few  days  before 
that  hotel,  and  all  others  in  St.  Louis,  raised  their 
prices  from,  say,  $1.50  a  day  for  a  room  with 
bed,  cold  water,  hard  soap,  two  towels  and  a 
dirty  carpet,  to  $5  a  day  for  the  same  room  and 
the  same  accommodations.  But  the  room  of 
meeting  was  not  half  bad,  and  the  absence  of 
drinking  water,  despite  Crutcher's  frequent  ring- 
ing of  the  bell,  was  amply  compensated  for  by  the 
presence  of  that  liquid  and  some  others  at  the 
smoker  and  story-telling  bout  tendered  the 
visitors  by  the  warm-blooded  St.  Louis  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society,  with  the  effervescent 
Seidlitz  as  presiding  officer  and  toastmaster. 

The  weather  was  simply  ideal.     Too  warm  for 
an  overcoat,  too  cool  for  a  shirt  waist.     The  city 
had  put  on  its  best  bib  and  tucker  and  was  1 
agreeable     and     orderly,      notwithstanding     the 


prominence  and  frequency  of  its  beer-joints. 
But  there  was  already  a  scarcity  of  hotel  n  ■■ 
Those  who  had  not  reserved  them  in  advance  had 
hard  sledding  to  get  anything.  W.  E.  Green  of 
kittle  Rock  was  obliged  to  domicile  himself  in 
the  turkish  bath  establishment.  Benj.  !•'.  Bailey  of 
Lincoln  was  smuggled  into  the  room  of  a  fort- 
unate occupant,  and  unbeknownst  to  the  hotel 
stayed  there  all  right  and  all  night.  When  we 
first  found  our  room,  which  the  stately  and 
bediamonded  clerk  had  assigned  us,  a  Milesian 
chambermaid  followed  the  hell  hoy,  disputing  our 
right  to  the  room.  The  bell  boy  insisted  that 
the  clerk  had  sent  the  gemmen  to  this  room  and 
be  was  going  to  follow  the  clerk's  orders.  Then 
my  lady  of  Milesia  blurted  out  that  the  Boar 
Health  had  business  with  that  room.  And  turn- 
ing about  we  noticed  that  the  unmade  bed,  in  the 
darkness  of  the  corner,  covered  with  a  sheet,  held 
something  suspiciously  lumpy,  which  took  away 
all  relish  for  remaining  there :  what  was  under 
that  sheet  we  did  not  explore.  We  went  to  the 
next  floor,  where  the  Board  of  Health  bad  not 
had  charge. 

Of  course  to  us,  a  graduate  of  the  Missouri 
Homeopathic,  and  an  ex-member  of  the  city  pro- 
fession, it  was  for  a  time  a  lonely  place  to  wander 
around  in — that  first  meeting — because  of  the 
absence  of  our  old  friends  and  acquaintances. 
Doctor  after  doctor  arrived  and  took  his  place  in 
the  sessions  with  whom  we  were  not  acquaint ; 
and  we  were  fain  to  conclude  that,  after  pretty 
nearly  twenty  years  of  absence,  we  bad  best  re- 
mained in  our  little  inland  town  and  attended  to 
our  parish  practice.  But  when  Dr.  Campbell 
came  in,  and  after  him  Schott  and  Morgan  and 
McElwee,  the  scene  and  the  atmosphere  changed 
perceptibly  and  life  was  roseate  once  more. 
I  Yesently,  too,  dear  Dr.  Comstock  dropped  in 
and  we  felt  that  we  were  once  more  among  our 
own.  However,  this  initial  strangeness  did  not 
continue  long  even  with  the  presence  of  the 
younger  and  handsomer  members,  for  Crutcher 
and  Mellies  and  Willis  Young  and  McElwee  and 
three  or  four  others  of  the  moderners,  soon  dis- 
pelled our  feeling  of  lonesomeness  by  their 
cordiality  and  push,  so  that  long  before  noon  of 
the  first  day,  everything  was  moving  along  on 
ball-bearings  and  rubber-tires. 

There  was  some  justifiable  muttering  when  the 
dominie  prayed  a  prayer  calling  for  an  extra 
assortment  of  Heaven's  choicest  blessings  upon 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  who  had  been  more 
than  perniciously  active  in  turning  down  the 
homeopaths. 

McElwee's  Address  of  Welcome  was  a  happy 
bit    of    word    painting;    and    so    was    Whitney's 
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response,  with  its  reference  to  the  dog-and-horse 
feast  of  the  Patagonians  at  the  World's  Fair. 
Later  on  McElwee  had  a  fine  paper  on  Prosta- 
tectomy with  the  products  of  the  'tomy  in  a 
White  Rose  bottle.  His  paper  descriptive  of 
this  operation  was  an  unusually  excellent  effort, 
but  it  did  stir  up  the  surgeons  present,  especially 
Green  of  Little  Rock,  and  W.  John  Harris  of  St. 
Louis.  This  was  that  same  Harris  whom  we 
used  to  know  and  love  in  the  early  eighties,  albeit 
now  a  trifle  more  hairless  and  beardless.  He 
had  with  him  a  pair  of  testicles  which  he  had 
amputated  from  a  patient,  without,  so  far  as  is 
known,  substituting  any  celluloid  vraisemblances 
for  cosmetic  effect.  B.  F.  Bailey  was  also  on 
hand  to  do  his  devoirs  to  the  Missouri  Institute, 
and  he  did  it  so  nicely  and  lovably  that  every- 
body admired  and  loved  him.  Crutcher  the 
President  from  Kansas  City,  and  that  is  really 
the  worst  thing  you  can  say  against  him,  was  in 
his  element,  making  quick,  sharp  decisions  when- 
ever a  moot  point  was  sprung.  There  was  no 
dawdling  in  the  meetings.  He  knew  that  it  would 
require  good  straight  work  and  lots  of  it  to  pull 
off  the  whole  programme  in  the  time  assigned. 
His  Presidential  Address,  delivered  in  white  vest, 
with  one  thumb  looping  the  loop  in  his  trousers' 
pocket,  and  his  left  eye-brow  lowering  lower  and 
lower  as  he  got  warmed  up  in  his  theme,  was  a 
fine  one,  couched  in  his  peculiarly  quaint  English, 
and  highly  appreciated :  above  all  it  had  the  ring 
of  the  old  Masters  in  Homeopathy  about  it  that 
was  refreshing.  D.  M.  Gibson,  the  treasurer,  sat 
meekly  by,  handling  the  "  long  green " ;  and 
when  urged  to  do  so  would  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions, speaking  always  with  a  conservative 
trend  which  takes  so  much  better  with  the 
seasoned  medical  man  than  with  the  younger 
contingent,  who  are  still  bowed  down  with  the 
weight  of  their  college  knowledge.  Schott  said 
we  had  shamelessly  maligned  him  in  our  former 
article  and  insisted  upon  a  signed  and  witnessed 
retraction  to  the  effect  that  the  brass  sign  on  his 
door  lintel  is  not  brass  at  all,  at  all,  but  made  of 
gold  foil  and  plate  glass  and  framed  and  cost 
umpty-steen  dollars  ever  so  many  years  ago. 
However,  the  point  we  tried  to  make  in  that 
former  article,  and  now  reiterate,  is,  not  that  the 
sign  is  made  of  brass  or  gold  or  glass  or  any 
other  old  thing,  but  that  it  bears  Schott's  name 
( which  is  good  for  two  cigars  'most  anywhere  in 
St.  Louis)  and  the  word  HOMEOPATHIST 
under  it.  That  was  the  refreshing  part  of  the 
transaction.  How  many  of  the  modern  pro- 
fession have  the  courage  to  add  this  word  to 
their  doorsign  or  letterhead? 

Morgan  had  several  good  papers,  but  the  one 
which  defied  comment  and  criticism  was  the  re- 
port of  a  case  of  ruptured  uterus.  As  one  of  the 
members  present  said :  when  Morgan  writes  a 
paper  it  is  like  a  proposition  in  mathematics.  It 
is  all  said  and  done  and  complete.  Parsons  had 
a    unique    paper    showing    how    he    had    manu- 


factured a  vagina  where  none  had  been  before. 
It  was  a  wonderful  operation  and  proved  success- 
ful ;  whereat  he  concluded  his  paper  with  the 
statement  that  God  made  man,  but  man  made 
woman.  How  that  name  of  Parsons  knocks  the 
tail-board  out  of  our  memory !  How  well  we 
remember  the  other  Parsons,  father  of  the 
present  surgeon,  who  used  to  go  into  his  surgical 
operations  with  coat  and  cuffs  on,  and  arrayed 
either  in  a  grass-green  or  the  reddest  of  red  neck- 
ties and  go  to  work,  lecturing  all  the  while. 
Those  were  the  days  before  the  surgeon  par- 
boiled his  fingers  in  a  half-dozen  different  kinds 
of  bouillon,  or  wore  rubber  gloves,  or  turbaned 
his  head,  and  veiled  his  face  like  unto  one  of  the 
houris  of  the  seraglios  of  the  Sultan  of  Sulu. 

H.  J.  Ravold  was  mentioned  as  chairman  on 
the  programme  but  failed  to  "  realize."  We  misssd 
him  sadly,  for  he  was  a  classmate  of  ours  and 
always  a  good  friend.  There  was,  however,  a 
Dr.  Ravold  in  the  meetings,  a  handsome  young 
lady,  who  may  have  been  a  sister  to  him.  Reilly 
of  Fulton  had  charge  of  a  section  and  did  well; 
his  report  of  Legislative  work  was  a  fine  one. 
Benson  made  a  good  chairman  and  got  lots  of 
interest  out  of  his  small  bureau ;  more  than  did 
some  of  the  longer  bureaus  of  the  session.  He 
had  a  happy  way  of  introducing  and  compliment- 
ing his  members  as  they  rose  or  closed.  Dr. 
Whitney's  Memory  Lost  and  Regained  was  a 
charming  and  well-prepared  paper. 

Dr.  Sarah  M.  Hobson  of  Chicago  interested 
the  Institute  with  a  minute  report  of  an  epidemic 
of  combined  measles  and  diphtheria  in  some 
home  or  hospital  over  which  she  had  charge. 
Dr.  McClay  Lyon's  gastric  paper  drew  a  good 
deal  of  fire  and  was  much  appreciated.  Brady, 
the  silver-tongued  Italian,  made  music  whenever 
he  climbed  on  to  the  floor  either  for  discussion 
or  story-telling,  especially  when  he  told  the  bear- 
story.  Grundeman,  tall  and  sidewhiskered,  was 
up  on  most  of  the  papers  and  took  part  in  the 
discussions.  Gilbert  made  a  fine  discussion  in 
one  of  the  bureaus  and  was  a  most  sociable 
neighbor  in  the  smoker  later  on.  Young  (not 
Willis)  said  that  he  and  Uhlemeyer  had  seen  us 
one  Sunday  morning  last  summer  in  St.  Paul's 
cathedral  in  London,  attending  services  with  our 
daughters.  This  was  most  gratifying,  since  not 
in  our  own  country  nor  in  our  parish  practice 
could  we  get  such  creditable  witnesses  to  our 
home  church-going.  Ottofy  came  in  on  the  last 
day  and  was  the  old-time  boy  and  doctor.  H. 
Tyler  Wilcox,  as  young  and  as  active  as  she  has 
ever  been  in  our  earliest  recollection,  was  present 
and  took  part  in  many  of  the  discussions,  with  a 
paper  of  her  own  on  public-school  truantism. 
Willis  Young  had  some  good  papers  and  made  a 
fine  appearance  on  the  floor. 

One  of  the  ludicrous  things  that  happened  was 
the  photographing  of  the  Missouri  Institute. 
This  was  done  bv  the  fair  reportee  of  the  Globe- 
Democrat.      At   exactly   twelve   o'clock   of  the 
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first  day  everything  had  to  stop  in  order  that  this 
reportee  could  make  a  photograph  for  the  mor- 
row's issue.  So  we  all  sat  in  becoming  attitudes 
and  looked  pleasant.  And  next  morning  when 
this  alleged  picture  appeared  in  the  newspaper 
it  would  have  taken  Sam  Weller's  double  hextra 
magnifying  microscopes  to  have  told  which  was 
Crutcher's  white  sock,  or  tell  the  faces  of  some 
from  the  feet  of  others.  It  reminded  us  of 
Dewey's  story  of  the  man  with  the  mutual 
<}\  spepsia. 

But  it  will  not  do  to  mention  all  the  papers  or 
their  authors.  They  were  all  good  without  an 
exception,  and  the  most  of  them  drew  a  generous 
discussion.  However,  this  one  thought  occurs 
at  this  moment  in  relation  to  the  big  names  which 
graced  this  programme ;  names  of  prominent  men, 
who,  upon  solicitation,  had  promised  to  attend, 
or  at  least  to  send  a  paper,  and  then  did  neither. 
It  may  still  be  necessary  to  pad  a  programme  with 
big  names  ;  but  we  believe  it  wise  to  drop  these 
hifty-snifty  big  fellows  who  won't  take  of  their 
little  time  to  send  a  few  words  of  excuse,  if  they 
cannot  send  a  paper  or  attend  in  person. 

The  Missouri  Institute  was  a  merry  band  of 
jolly  fellows  and  fellow-esses.  This  was  true  of 
the  meetings  where  the  discussions  partook  of 
the  gentlemanly  order  at  all  times,  never  de- 
generating into  a  political  scrapping  match — as 
we  have  upon  one  or  two  occasions  elsewhere  had 
occasion  to  notice.  The  '*  gang  "  was  especially 
happy  and  good-natured  when  they  had  side- 
tracked the  better  half  and  softer-hearted  contin- 
gent, and  hied  them  to  the  Missouri  Athletic 
Club's  rooms  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  thirsty 
and  hungry  souls,  where  they  participated  in 
various  libations  and  a  smoker,  and  each  partic- 
ipant enjoyed  himself  to  the  limit.  Of  course 
Campbell  didn't  smoke ;  he  doesn't  know  how ; 
and  besides  he  has  discovered  that  it  has  a 
deleterious,  if  not  a  deteriorating  effect  upon  new 
hair  bulbs ;  but  he  told  a  trunk  story  supple- 
mented by  Schott's  amendment.  Goodman  was 
there, a  little  more  rotund  and  orotund  than  when 
we  first  knew  him  away  back  in — good  land !  has 
it  been  as  long  ago  as  all  that? — in  1869!  But 
truly  so  it  was.  We  were  living  in  his  father's 
house  at  2644  Olive  Street,  when  "  Charley  "  was 
finishing  up  at  Harvard  or  Yale,  never  once 
dreaming  that  we,  too,  should  some  day  be  a 
medic  and  with  the  medics  stand,  a  brazen  halo 
o'er  our  head,  a  scalpel  in  our  hand.  Morgan 
told  no  story.  In-  left  that  for  that  triangular  duel 
between  McHlwee,  Bailey,  and  Crutcher;  but  he 
enjoyed  his  cubeb  cigarette  with  the  best  of  the 
older  men  of  the  Crutcher,  Willis-Young,  Luy- 
ties,  and  Mellies  cla^.  Hunt,  had  a  poem  that 
was  warm — one  brought  from  the  Philippines, 
where  he  had  done  time  as  an  army  surgeon. 

Among  the  many  good  things  done  at  this 
Institute,  aside  from  the  programme,  was  the 
passing  of  a  unanimous  resolution  to  publish  the 
Transactions  in  book  form,  and  thus  giving  the 


Institute  a  standing  with  the  profession.  Crut- 
cher's  speech  on  this  matter  was  a  fine  one  and 
carried  the  day.  Another  ruling  which  will 
carry  trouble  into  camp,  but  a  just  one  notwith- 
standing, was  that  a  local  member  who  did  not 
appear  in  person  would  not  be  granted  the  com- 
pliment of  a  reading  of  his  paper  even  by  title. 
and  it  would  not  be  printed  in  the  Transactions. 
A  little  bit  sharp,  but  why  not  correct?  It  is 
easy  to  understand  that  a  member  living  in 
another  city  for  one  reason  or  another  cann<  t 
attend  the  meeting,  but  sends  his  paper;  this 
man  is  entitled  to  the  courtesy  of  publication; 
and  this  also  is  true  of  the  "  foreigners," — medi- 
cal men  living  in  other  States  who  help  to  eke 
out  the  interest  by  sending  in  papers;  these  are 
entitled  to  publication;  but  where  a  man  lives 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  place  of  meeting — in 
his  own  city — and  still  does  not  appear,  but  at  the 
last  moment  sends  a  paper. that  man  has  no  rights 
of  publication  which  the  Institute  need  consider. 
That's  right,  isn't  it?  Well,  it  stands  that  wax- 
any  way  for  the  present. 

Two  miscreant  members  were  hanged  bv  the 
metaphorical  heels  for  gross  unhomeopathic  and 
unethical  conduct.  One  of  these  is  a  pushing 
manager  of  large  medical  interests,  connected 
with  a  homeopathic  medical  college,  and  chief 
pusher  of  a  new  liberal  medical  journal.  He  was 
hung  up  and  dropped  out  because  he  published 
his  picture  in  various  daily  papers  together  with 
his  claim  of  special  skill  in  certain  defined 
diseases  with  a  no-cure-no-pay  addendum.  The 
other  is  the  descendant  of  an  ultra-blue  homeo- 
path, one  of  the  kind  who  gave  no  remedies 
lower  than  the  steen-thousandth,  once  or  twice 
in  a  fortnight,  and  then  wait,  wait,  wait  until  the 
cows  came  home  or  the  patient  died.  This  un- 
worthy son  of  this  worthy  progenitor,  and 
brother  of  our  roommate  and  bedmate  while  we 
were  making  our  Pilgrim's  Progress  along  the 
old  pike  of  the  Missouri  Homeopathic,  has  been 
sending  out  circulars  to  everybody  exalting  his 
horn  as  a  specialist  of  the  specialists,  at  so  much 
per.  The  pity  of  it,  Iago!  From  shirt-sleeves 
to  shirt-sleeves  is  two  generations.  From  allo- 
pathy to  allopathy  is  also  two  generations. 

We  spent  part  of  Saturday — the  public  holi- 
day— with  D.  M.  Gibson,  going  through  the  col- 
lege building,  and  were  pleased  to  note  how  our 
alma  mater  had  improved  and  progressed  since 
we  held  our  own  in  and  on  a  washstand-table 
down  in  that  old  shack,  corner  of  Tenth  and 
Carr.  There  is  present  hire  every  facility  for 
acquiring  all  that  is  needful  in  a  homeopathic 
education.  The  college  has  ample  room  for  a 
large  class,  with  laboratories,  microscopes,  dis- 
pensary, amphitheaters  and  a  sky  parlor 
"  stiffs."  The  location  is  the  most  desirable,  and 
not  in  any  God-forsaken,  moved-away-from  dis- 
trict. The  roster  includes  teachers  who  teach 
and  who  can  and  do  teach  Homeopathy. 

I  his  brings  us  to  the  only  painful  part  of  our 
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St.  Louis  visit.  Namely  the  resignation  from 
the  active  college  work  of  Drs.  Schott  and  Camp- 
bell. Both  allege  the  increasing  burdens  of  pro- 
fessional duties  and  hint  at  the  other  burden  of 
increasing  age.  They  have  given  so  many  years 
of  their  lives  to  the  upbuilding  of  Homeopathy, 
and  the  starting  out  in  the  proper  way  of  many 
hundred  homeopathic  students,  that  their  names 
and  efforts  are  inextricably  woven  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  school,  and  engraved  for  all  time  in 
the  hearts  of  the  many  classes  over  which  they 
have  presided.  There  is  no  nigger  in  the  fence. 
Both  resignations  are  honest ;  they  were  resigned 
not  because  they  had  to.  but  because  the  time  had 
come  for  them  to  lay  the  burdens  upon  younger 
shoulders.  Campbell  doesn't  sever  his  whole 
connection  with  the  school,  however,  as  he  will 
still  give  his  services  to  the  Children's  Hospital. 
And  Schott  will  be  accessible  at  all  times. 

Our  visit  to  St.  Louis  was  an  enjoyable  one. 
We  believe  the  Institute  had  a  record-breaking 
meeting,  one  which  we  hope  may  be  repeated 
many,  many  times.  Next  year,  by  rule  of  the 
Institute,  Dr.W.  John  Harris,  President,  will  call 
the  clans  together  at  Kansas  City.  May  we  all 
be  there,  in  good  health,  not  one  missing  when 

the  roll  is  called. 

•♦     ♦ 

The  Ohio  Society. 

Only  two  of  the  necessary  three  B's  were  at 
Columbus,  and,  hence,  the  usual  "  doings  "  were 
omitted.  H.  F.  Biggar  sent  his  son  as  a  sub- 
stitute. His  Serene  Highness,  the  King  Himself, 
being  too  busy  to  come.  Dr.  "  Hamilton  "  held 
up  his  end — his  own  end — very  well ;  but  still  it 
wa'n't  the  "  old  man  " ;  and  without  whom  much 
of  the  gayety  of  nations  is  wanting  at  these 
annual  meetings.  Beckwith  was  there,  a  little 
stiff  in  several  and  sundry  of  his  lower  limbs, 
but  that  may  have  been  because  of  his  early 
rising,  in  his  anxiety,  as  always,  to  be  first  on  the 
ground.  Church  said  he  knew  something  was 
wrong  with  Beckwith  because  he  didn't  pay 
him — the  usual  visit.  But  if  he  was  lame  in  any 
of  his  legs,  there  wasn't  any  lameness  about  his 
head  or  heart  or  in  the  feet  of  his  eloquent  re- 
joinder at  the  banquet — in  which  108  partici- 
pated, male  and  female.  Here  he  had  for  toast, — 
Dr.  Gaius  J.  Jones  being  the  Toastmaster,  or,  as 
Stewart  inadvertently  called  him,  the  Roast- 
master — the  third  of  the  series  of  toasts,  asking 
whether  a  Doctor  could  become  so  old  that  he 
should  retire.  Needless  to  say  Beckwith  did  not 
envelope  himself  in  mothballs  and  camphor- 
cloths  nor  lay  himself  on  the  shelf  of  oblivion  in 
the  bright  little  speech  he  made.  The  other  B. 
was  Baxter,  who  came  a  little  late  in  the  day, 
but  was  on  hand  and  on  the  floor,  doing  good 
work.  His  off-hand  talk  on  the  work  and 
difficulties  of  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex- 
amination and  Registration  was  a  fine  resume 
of  that   work,   and    elicited   applause   as    it   had 


evoked  attention  and  sympathy,  because  of  the 
unremitting  and  well-directed  efforts  of  this  little 
band  of  hard  workers.  Another  B.  is  Beebe,  not 
a  day  older  than  he  was  twenty  years  ago,  nor 
any  more  hairless  than  when  he  and  Claypool 
and  ourself  had  a  discussion  on  a  moving  train 
concerning  his  then  early  predicted  death  from 
Bright's  Disease ;  this  same  Beebe,  in  pursuance 
of  an  early  acquired  habit,  had  several  good 
papers  for  the  society ;  and  he  took  an  active  and 
lively  part  in  the  discussions,  well  rounding 
up  his  toast  at  the  banquet  after  having  been 
most  shamelessly  blackmailed  at  that  same  ban- 
quet table  by  Copeland — the  Ann  Arbor  Ab- 
salom and  former  two-dollar  mayor.  Beebe  is 
always  full  of  the  latest  in  the  profession, 
evidencing  his  deep  and  wide  reading ;  he  argues 
with  vigor  and  directness,  his  voice  carrying  to 
the  extremest  limit  of  the  hall ;  but  you  are  never 
left  very  long  in  doubt  as  to  where  he  is  "  at  " 
on  the  matter  of  Homeopathy.  You  see  and 
understand  at  once  that  he  is  one  of  the  old-time 
Homeopaths,  who  were  homeopaths  by  first  in- 
tention and  not  all-around  physicians  with  a  little 
dab  of  Homeopathy  added  as  a  sort  of  Post- 
Graduate  ornamentation.  If  you  have  never 
noticed  it,  do  so  the  next  time  you  sit  in  such  a 
game — i.  e.,  note  the  kind  of  homeopathy  these 
older  men  preach  and  practice,  and  then  compare 
it  with  the  kind  that  is  hesitatingly  produced  by 
the  younger  element.  Through  some  unhappy 
contretemps  Beebe's  best  paper,  "  The  Golden 
Mean,"  could  not  be  got  into  the  prescribed  time 
of  the  sessions,  but  we  promise  those  who  will 
read  this  in  the  Transactions  that  it  is  worthy  a 
careful  perusal. 

The  sessions  were  markedly  enthusiastic  and 
homeopathic,  more  so  than,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, we  have  noted  for  a  number  of  years  past; 
and  this  speaks  several  volumes  for  the  rare 
executive  ability  of  the  last  official  divan  headed 
by  Carpenter,  the  genial  and  self-possessed. 
From  the  first  sound  of  his  gavel  in  the  medical 
and  homeopathic  East,  there  was  a  good 
audience,  which  was  also  doubtlessly  due  to 
the  thoughtfulness  of  his  official  divan  in  setting 
the  opening  ceremonies  for  one  o'clock  of  the 
first  day,  thus  affording  each  Ohio  member 
abundant  opportunity  for  leaving  home  on  the 
morning  of  that  day  and  reaching  Columbus  in 
time  for  the  opening  prayer — and  things.  The 
first  few  bureaus  were  well  filled,  notably 
and  thankfully  the  materia  medica  section — 
which,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Schulze,  was 
a  winner  with  an  old-time  symposium  of  Home- 
opathy. Bishop's  bureau  in  surgery,  which  had 
resolved  itself  into  a  chase  of  the  elusive  gall- 
stone in  its  devious  windings  and  grindings 
through  the  gall-duct  and  sometime-ulceration 
into  the  other  adjacent  parts,  drew  a  little  hot 
fire  from  one  member  of  the  profession,  though 
not  member  of  the  Society,  who  had  cured  all  of 
his  gall-stone  cases  with  the  homeopathic  remedy 
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plus  "gallons  of  olive  oil."  Once  again,  later, 
when  Reddish  was  telling  of  his  success  in 
puerperal  sepsis,  and  recommended  the  crude 
quinine  in  massive  doses,  the  dames  flashed  up 
vicious-like  and  made  merry  music  for  those  who 
looked  on  and  enjoyed  the  lapse  from  surgical 
dullness  and  medical  monotony  to  a  little  tine 
rapier  practice  between  these  opposing  arms  of 
the  service.  The  word  quinine  is  a  red  rag  to 
the  bull  of  Homeopathy,  and  calls  for  insistent 
avowal  on  the  one  part  and  equally  insistent  dis- 
avowal on  the  other.  But  Sawyer  was  there. 
Sawyer  of  Marion,  younger  and  more  debonnair 
than  ever,  who  took  up  the  cudgel  for  quinine  as 
an  aid  to  the  white-corpuscle-policeman  and 
smashed  a  few  heads — of  arguments,  but  not  of 
argumentators.  Dewey,  the  successful  Three- 
Essay  man  and  editor,  had  a  paper  in  the  materia 
medica  section  on  palladium  and  platina,  which, 
like  the  Tom-Keene  cigar  is  "  Always  Good." 
The  bureau  of  Rig  Words,  as  the  late  Rush  rod 
James  used  to  speak  of  the  sections  in  Ophthal- 
mology, Otology,  Rhinology  and  Laryngology, 
was  presided  over  by  Munns,  and  gave  us 
Stewart's  newsy  paper  on  brewer's  yeast — big 
name  being  Cerevisine — for  internal  application, 
without  an  antiphlogistine  spatula,  to  boils  and 
felons  and  other  like  impedimenta  with  a  puru- 
lent base.  Copeland,  the  ex-mayor  of  Ann  Arbor- 
on-the-Huron,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Practitioner 
and  the  Abnormal  Eye."  which  was  racy  and  in- 
structive and  well-delivered,  and  gave  Tom 
Stewart  a  chance  to  rap  the  colleges — of  the 
which  he  is  whom  himself — over  the  knuckles, 
because  of  their  lackadaisical  and  negative  teach- 
ing of  this  important  branch  of  the  human 
anatomy.  Whereupon,  Phillips  of  Cleveland 
took  issue,  coming  to  the  rescue  of  the  maligned 
professorial  contingent,  saying  that  he  taught  all 
there  was  in  the  subject  to  every  class  and  im- 
pressed upon  the  members  all  the  things  which 
the  said  Stewart  had  so  splenetically  mentioned 
as  not  taught.  Stewart  was  not  napping  at  all, 
at  all,  and  got  back  at  Phillips  by  saying  that  he 
had  not  had  the  Cleveland  school  in  his  abnormal 
eye — not  a  bit  of  it — for  he  had  been  told  that 
•everything  that  was  known  about  the  human  eye 
was  there  taught :  but  that  he  referred  to 
such  schools,  not  necessarily  of  the  homeopathic 
brand,  where  the  Professor,  when  dilating  upon 
this  or  that  abnormality  of  the  eye,  would  wind 
up  by  saying  that,  if  any  member  of  the  class  had 
thus  and  such  condition,  he  was  not  to  attempt 
its  correction,  but  to  send  for  a  first-class  eye- 
specialist.  And  so  the  merry,  merry  dance 
whirled  on  apace,  and  those  who  hoped  to  get  a 
little  cat-nap  between  the  surgical  and  specialist 
stunts  found  that  there  was  lots  of  latent  fun 
concealed  in  the  cerements  of  these  sections.  Ella 
Hunt  had  a  splendid  paper  on  hepar  sulphur  in 
the  nose  and  throat  section ;  it  was  not  only  well 
conceived,  but  well  delivered.  Kilgour  told  us 
how   to  care   for   the   throat,   mentioning  as   an 


incident  in  confirmation  of  his  theory  the  blue- 
coal  boys  of  London  with  their  sweet  void 
articulation,  and  wondering  what  that  school  of 
boys  would  do  as  bleachers  in  a  hotly  contested 
American  baseball  game,  or  who  would  try  to 
vociferate  a  modern  college  yell.  But  his  paper 
was  a  tin.  ..ne  and  drew  much  applause.  Talk- 
ing about  Cincinnati,  there  was  another  R. 
present  who  was  not  there.  This  was  Ruck,  hut 
not  the  only  and  original.  Tom  Stewart  intro- 
duced us  to  the  representative  of  the  second 
generation,  himself  a  tine  specimen  of  man  (tak- 
ing it  from  the  mother's  side),  which  the  latter 
he  said.  Tom  Stewart  said,  was  a  reincarnation. 
This,  however,  the  said  last  aforesaid  reincar. 
strenuously  denied,  avowing,  what  he  doubtlessly 
believed  to  be  true,  that  the  original  Ruck 
still  in  the  land  of  the  living  which  the  Lord  his 
God  had  given  him  in  Cincinnati  or  on  one  of  the 
hills  adnexed  and  adjoining.  Ruck,  Sr.'s,  toast 
was  kept  in  the  family,  for  while  the  old  15. — 
that  is  to  say,  the  old  gent.,  could  not  be  present, 
his  next  of  indirect  kin,  Tom  Stewart  to  wit  and 
videlicet,  was  there,  took  it  up  and  carried  it  off 
successfully  amid  the  eclat  and  rum  omelet. 
There  is  no  need  to  interpret  this  queer  juxtaposi- 
tion of  words  and  thoughts  to  any  who  were 
present  at  that  banquet.  (  )f  course  the  Epigram- 
matic was  there.  There  could  be  no  meeting,  and 
has  not  been,  either  of  the  Institute  or  State 
Society  for  years  past  without  the  keen  wit  and 
orotund  utterances  of  Walton.  Next  to  De 
Witty  Wrilcox,  Walton  spoke  the  funniest  piece 
at  that  banquet.  He  took  the  menu  card,  the  one 
side  whereof,  the  left,  as  is  the  custom,  being 
given  over  to  the  eating  things  and  drinking 
things,  while  on  the  corresponding  line  on  the 
opposite  page,  the  right  side,  was  given  the  name 
of  the  speakers  and  the  toast.  Thus  he  found 
that  some  of  the  speakers  were  in  the  soup,  others 
came  under  the  green  things,  some  in  the  malted 
milk  ice  cream,  and  still  others  were  fish  and 
Rallardvale  water.  Walton  is  always  happy  in 
his  witty  epigrams,  and  while  he  delivers  a  sturdy 
blow,  it  is  always  with  a  stuffed  club  in  a  stuffed 
glove  hand  and  with  a  quaker  oats  smile.  No 
main  de  fer  in  a  gant  velour.  (Some  of  that  is 
French  and  some  isn't.)  Yes,  truly,  and.  indeed. 
Wilcox  held  up  his  end  of  the  mahogany  most 
finely.  His  little  speech  was  a  medle)  of  happy 
things,  happily  told,  poems  and  anecdotes,  and 
served  to  drive  away  whatever  gloom  might  have 
been  engendered  by  the  Rallardvale  water  and 
the  toastmaster's  introductions.  However  this 
latter  is  our  joke,  for  Jones  had  no  gloominess 
about  his  introductions;  they  were  not  always  as 
sprightly  as  they  could  have  been,  if.  say.  some  of 
Stewart's  cerevisine  had  been  injected:  or  if,  as 
Dewey  and  Copeland  might  have  said,  this  had 
been  a  shrine-fest  with  the  liquids  served  some- 
thing stronger,  clearer  and  more  deadlier  than 
rum,  coffee  and  water;  then  again  there  was 
nothing  about  the  printed  toasts  I  1  give  a  toast- 
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master  any  opportunity  for  improvising  some- 
thing light  or  funny ;  still  the  toasts  and  the 
introductions  sufficed,  and  all  were  glad  when  it 
was  over.  Some  few  people  have  yet  to  learn 
that  an  after-dinner  response  should  never  par- 
take of  a  homily  on  the  humanities,  or  degenerate 
into  a  dull  and  deadly  recitation  of  factional  facts 
and  figures.  This  is,  above  all  things,  the  psy- 
chological moment  for  leaving  dull  care  outside 
the  tyler's  door,  and  giving  full  reign  to  all  the 
aboriginal  Adamic  abandon  which  resides  in 
every  red-blooded  man's  breast  and  also  in  some 
women.  Beckwith's  idea  of  a  four-minute  speech 
was  ideal  and  admirable,  and  so  were  most  of  the 
others.  Back  now  to  Wilcox.  He  chased  the 
merry  hours  with  funny  feet  so  that  everybody 
forpfot  the  rum  omelet  and  the  Ballardvale  water, 
and  was  glad  to  have  him  go  on  like  Tennyson  s 
Brook  and  tell  some  more  about  the  poor  Hindu, 
who  was  doing  all  that  men  kin-du,  and  who,  in 
lieu  of  pants,  had  to  make  his  skin-du.  Hunt 
was  one  of  the  short-and-stout  and  to-the-point 
speakers,  witty  and  apropop — as  Porter  of  New 
York  sometimes  uses  the  word — and  was  almost 
as  epigrammatic  as  Walton. 

The  hotel  ?  Yes,  the  Great  Southern  redeemed 
itself.  Every  meal  was  well  put  up.  service  was 
fine,  and  the  cooking  all  that  could  be  desired. 
A  vast  change  and  a  desirable  one  over  last  year, 
as  we  can  prove  by  Walton.  The  banquet  was 
handled  in  admirable  fashion,  everything  went 
off  with  a  snap,  except  the  rum  omlet  which  pro- 
duced a  flash  in  the  pan — or  plate,  as  the  case 
may  have  been.  Mr.  Harmon,  the  Manager  of 
the  hotel,  was  truly  entitled  to  the  vote  of  thanks 
which  the  society  tendered  him  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  sessions,  for  his  courtesy  and  attention  to 
his  medical  guests.  And  if  the  Ohio  society  was 
going  back  to  Columbus  next  year,  we  would  be 
severely  disappointed  if  it  did  not  try  the  Great 
Southern  again.  But  next  year  the  society  goes 
to  Cleveland — the  Columbus-visiting  resolution 
having  been  rescinded  by  unanimous  vote, — 
because  of  the  impression  imbibed  with  the  rum, 
coffee  and  water,  that  it  was  an  outrage  of  more 
or  less  grave  dimensions  to  ask  the  Columbus 
physicians  to  entertain  us  year  after  year. 

Of  the  absentees  besides  Biggar  the  elder,  there 
was  Haggart,  who  had  escaped  to  Europe  and 
thus  helped  to  queer  his  own  bureau,  which  went 
by  default :  J.  Richey  Horner  seems  to  have  had 
an  own  case  of  "  Interrupted  Mental  Develop- 
ment "  in  that  he  failed  to  appear  at  the  conven- 
tion or  to  send  his  paper ;  same  as  to  Roper  of 
Cleveland,  who,  having  been  honored  with  the 
chairmanship  of  that  important  bureau,  Gyne- 
cology, neither  appeared  in  person  or  by  counsel 
and  sent  no  paper.  This  is  hardly  treating  the 
society  with  respect.  A  word  of  excuse  through 
some  of  the  many  Cleveland  attendants,  a  one- 
cent  postal  card,  a  telegram  of  sorrow  and  grief 
and  regret,  or  a  sending  of  his  paper  to  the 
society  would  have  been  the  proper  thing.     To 


do  neither  was  a  doubtful  performance.  How- 
ever, Wood,  in  full  prime  and  vigor,  was  on  hand 
to  take  the  emasculated  bureau  through  the 
figures  of  the  dance.  But  there  was  nothing 
emasculatory  about  either  his  own  paper,  or 
Sawyer's  *'  Dysmenorrhcea,"  nor  indeed,  about 
Midway  Plaisance  Hunt's  "  Ectopic  Pregnancv." 

The  Elyria  Baldwin  had  some  good  "  Re- 
flexes"; while  the  Xewark  Baldwin  enlivened  the 
inter-stunts  with  his  cures  with  the  homeopathic 
herbs  and  simples  of  our  profession.  He  even  in- 
troduced a  dysmenorrhceic  reminiscence  into 
Clara  Cook's  scarlet  fever  discussion.  Poor 
brother  House !  His  eyes  have  given  him  so 
much  trouble  latterly  that  he  has  been  rendered 
almost  incapable  of  attendingto  his  routine  work; 
hence,  his  bureau  was  a  small  one,  Lincoln  Phil- 
lips being  its  chief  representative,  and  who,  when 
the  occasion  arrived,  gave  an  off-hand  talk  on 
"  Rheumatism  in  Children," — a  masterful  paper 
and  which  we  now  possess.  Clinical  Medicine 
went  clean  by  the  board ;  which  caused  some  few 
folk  to  say  behind  the  arras  and  the  back  of  the 
hand,  that  clinical  medicine  ought  not  to  be 
shoved  off  to  the  last  hour  of  the  last  day;  for 
human  nature  being  human  nature  and  dollars 
being  dollars,  members  will  cut  the  society  pro- 
gramme in  order  to  cut  the  hotel  bill  to  get  to  an 
early  train,  more  especially  if  some  of  them  were 
visible  only  an  hour  or  such  matter  before  the 
advertised  banquet  and  then  disappeared  on  the 
earliest  train  the  next  morning  after  copious  li- 
bations at  the  altar  of  Red  Raven  Splits. 

Clara  Cook  said  in  her  fine  paper,  under  Sara 
Fletcher's  chairmanship,  that  she  used  vaseline  in 
scarlet  fever  desquamation,  which  provoked  Hoyt 
to  announce  that  he  used  a  bacon  rind  for  the 
same  purposes.  But  this  wasn't  that  nine  inch 
long  hair  story  which  Hoyt  referred  to  in  his 
paper.  Sara  Fletcher  had  one  of  her  character- 
istic papers,  and  it  was  a  pity  that  owing  to  the 
late  hour  she  had  so  sparse  an  auditory.  Hersh- 
berger — not  Wuertzberger,  by  any  means — re- 
ported a  case  of  twins  where,  upon  his  first 
examination,  during  the  labor,  he  found  four  feet 
presenting  in  the  pelvis.  His  treatment  of  the 
case  produced  some  discussion  that  was  good  and 
instructive.  Cameron  always  says  something 
excellent  in  his  talks  and  papers  and  does  it  in 
splendid  voice  and  manner ;  and  his  1904  paper 
was  no  exception  to  this  rule.  Hetherington 
gave,  what  we  have  always  believed  to  be  im- 
possible, a  most  interesting  paper  on  "  The 
Bacteriology  of  To-day."  So  excellent  was  this 
presentation  that  we  solicited  the  paper  and  hope 
to  print  it  at  an  early  day,  when  we  promise  our 
readers  a  novel  and  interesting  article,  especially 
as  it  refers  to  homeopathy  in  connection  with  this 
subject.  J.  H.  Wilson  of  Bellefontaine,  who  was 
unanimously  elected  President,  had  something 
good  to  say  of  argentum  metallicum,  not  along 
the  Bryan  line,  of  course;  and  Junkerman  in- 
terested the  homeopaths  with  his  clinical  verifica- 
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tions.  Katherine  Kurt  was  there,  though  more 
as  a  good  looker  and  good  listener  than  as  a  very 
active  participant.  Laura  Brlckley,  young  and 
interested,  ditto.  Which  recalls  that  not  even 
One  Woman  was  honored  with  a  toast  at  the 
nun,  coffee  and  water  banquet.  Weather  excep- 
tionally fine  and  so  was  Carpenter,  the  President, 
and  his  able  coadjutors  and  abettors,  Silbernagel, 
the  White  Plumed  Wiles,  and  the  local  cohort 
of  physicians;  for  if  they  had  not  pulled  together 
in  harmony  and  unison  and  peace,  the  many, 
many  good'  papers  with  which  the  programme 
was  filled  could  never  have  been  pulled  off  so 
successfully  in,  practically,  a  one  full  day's  ses- 
sion, with  an  inter-banquet.  Kighty-five  mem- 
bers were  registered,  with  over  twenty  visitors 
present — Hinsdale  of  this  latter  number,  not 
always  or  perhaps  never  wholly  asleep,  with 
quite  a  sprinkling  of  ladies,  God  bless  'em !     And 

so  say  we  all  of  us ! 

♦     ■♦ 

Free  for  Nothing  Articles. 

We  answered  an  advertisement  a  few  days 
ago,  which  we  found  in  a  medical  magazine,  in 
order  to  find  out  why  this  advertiser,  advertising 
a  Free  Trial  treatment  for  a  medical  disorder  of 
grave  proportions,  resorted  to  this  form  of  clap- 
trap, when  he  knew,  if  he  was  a  doctor  or  had  a 
doctor  in  his  employ,  that  a  Free  Trial  treatment 
could  make  no  possible  impression  upon  the 
disease  in  question.  The  answer  received  was 
frank  to  the  verge  of  indiscretion.  It  was  that 
he  resorted  to  the  Free  Trial  treatment  not  in  the 
actual  expectation  that  it  could  produce  a  cure, 
but,  because,  first,  it  was  the  apparently  proper 
thing  to  do  now-a-days — to  offer  such  Free  Trial 
treatment  in  order  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  reader ; 
second,  because  it  gave  the  reader  confidence  in 
the  remedy  advertised,  which  went  a  long  way 
towards  a  cure  in  all  curable  cases  ;  third,  because 
the  majority  of  applicants  had  diagnosed  their 
cases  and,  very  naturally,  being  morbid,  had 
given  themselves  the  worst  possible  prognosis, 
when,  in  reality,  their  ailments  might  be  of  a 
minor  order  and  could,  therefore,  be  reached  by 
the  advertised  Free  Trial  remedy ;  finally,  by 
-ending  in  his  name  and  address  and  followed 
later  by  a  fully  filled-out  blank  of  symptoms,  he 
gave  this  company,  and  all  others  with  whom 
they  fraternized  and  exchanged  courtesies  and 
names,  an  opportunity  to  follow  him  up  for  a 
year  or  two  with  literature,  until  somewhere 
along  the  line  he  would  be  caught  up  with  some 
article  sent  Free  and  so  be  made  to  pay  for 
the  advertisement,  the  literature,  and  remedies 
formerly  sent  Free. 

It  is  plain  from  this  candid  statement  that  the 
whole  performance  was  a  bid  for  business  on 
lines  not  inherently  dishonest,  nay  not  even 
irregular.  It  was  evident  that  the  applicant  for 
these  Free  things  expected  to  get  something  for 
nothing   and,    therefore,    -tamped    himself    either 


fool  or  knave.  SO  that  he  became  at  once  legal  and 
proper  material  for  plucking.  For  every  honest 
man  knows,  without  being  hit  with  a  second- 
growth  hickory  club,  that  it  i  ..1  hard  dol- 

lar- to  advertise  in  daily  newspapers;  that  r 
money    to    buy    bottles,    and    labels,    and    rot-gut 
whisk)  to  put  into  the  bottles ;  that  it  costs  some- 
thing for  stenographers,  stationary,  postage  and 

expressage;  that  there  must  be  something  paid 
for  rent;  to  say  nothing  of  a  pretty  neat  little 
profit  for  the  man  or  men  who  finance  these  Free 
Trial  affairs. 

And  yet  how  many  thousands  of  fairly  sane 
people  answer  these  advertisements  and  hope  to 
profit  by  the  re>ult.  Mow  many  thousands 
believe  that  this  or  that  lavishly  advertised  dope 
must  be  indeed  genuine  and  curative,  else  the 
company  could  not  afford  to  give  it  away  to  so 
many  thousand  people.  I  low  many  a  clear- 
headed business  man  permits  himself  to  be 
trapped  with  such  an  absurd  proposition,  for- 
getting that  nothing  in  all  this  wide  world  is 
Free. 

A  lady  in  our  house  a  few  year-  ago,  seeing 
an  advertisement  in  a  fashion  magazine  of  the 
first  order,  offering  to  provide  employment  at 
home  for  young  ladies  who  write  a  clear  hand, 
even  furnishing  the  paper  upon  which  to  write, 
and  paying  for  the  finished  product  never  less 
than  five  dollars  weekly,  made  application,  en- 
closing the  required  two  stamps.  She  never 
heard  from  the  firm  to  whom  she  wrote,  but  for 
fourteen  months  following  there  wa-  never  a 
week  that  she  did  not  receive  printed  matter  in 
great  bulk  recommending  new  hair  curlers,  flesh 
food,  bust  developers,  corn  extractors,  potato 
peelers,  surplus  hair  removers,  hair  waving  ap- 
paratuses, corset  covers,  corsets  ••recommended 
by  all  the  leading  physicians,"  dentrifice  prepara- 
tions, abortion-inducing  syrups,  female  diseases 
remedies  and  the  like,  and  more  of  the  same  to 
the  end  of  the  almost  infinite  list  of  littlenessi  - 
which  appeal  to  some  classes  of  women.  And 
there  was  no  way  to  check  the  deluge  of  printed 
matter.  For  a  while  she  took  of  her  time,  post- 
age and  letter-paper  to  write  to  the  firms  addn 
ing  her,  requesting  them  to  stop  sending  the 
"truck"  to  her.  which  usually  resulted  in  the 
stopping;  but  the  rain  of  literature  would  soon 
break  li  io-e  in  i  ither  quarters. 

Some  time  ago  a  young  man  of  one  of  our  1 
families,  whose  family  physician  we  had  been. 
asked  us  to  see  what  a  certain  loudly  and  lavishly 
advertised  firm  in  Buffalo  had  for  sale  for  the 
cure  of  a  genital  disorder  for  which  we  had 
treated  him,  hut  with  the  usual  slow  success. 
lie  not  wishing  to  be  known  in  the  transaction, 
we  undertook  to  write  a  personal  letter,  as  his 
physician,  to  this  Buffalo  firm.  That  firm 
jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  we  were  asking 
for  ourself  and  at  once  put  us  on  the  list.  I 
that  time  on  until  only  within  a  year  last  past  we 
were  overwhelmed  with  all  manner  of  mail  mat- 
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ter,  promising  to  restore  us  once  more  to  our 
former  strength  and  vigor,  gayetv  and  sweet 
reasonableness,  without  loss  of  time  from  busi- 
ness, without  exposure,  in  sealed  plain  envelopes, 
no  injections,  no  tell-tale  cotton  tampons  or 
syringes,  no  burning  and  scarifying  acids, — and 
all  Free ! 

And  the  manner  in  which  we  stopped  the  ever- 
increasing  flood  was  by  addressing  the  original 
office  at  Buffalo,  threatening  a  number  of  dire 
things  if  our  name  was  not  promptly  removed 
from  the  list  of  every  quack  concern.  That 
brought  relief,  giving  rise  therefore  to  our 
suspicion  and  supposition  that  there  is  in  exist- 
ence a  clearing  house  among  these  shady  news- 
papers advertisers  by  which  names  are  sold  or 
traded  to  each  other;  if  indeed  all  these  fly-by- 
night  concerns  are  not  in  reality  one  great  trust 
with  different  names  in  different  cities.  Hence 
if  the  original  fake  fails  to  separate  the  victim 
from  his  dollars,  his  name  is  passed  on  to  some 
other  firm  or  firms,  with  the  understanding  that 
if  the  new  firm  or  firms  succeed  in  extracting  the 
wished-for  dollars  then  the  original  firm  will  be 
made  sharers  in  the  find.  So  that  on  the  law  of 
averages  the  Free  Trial  people  are  well  repaid 
for  their  advertisements. 

*     ♦ 

Medicine  as  a  Profession. 

In  one  of  his  recent  "  Fables  in  Slang,"  Mr. 
George  Ade  cleverly  satirizes  the  chance  for 
emolument  in  the  medical  profession  as  follows : 

"  Once  there  was  a  Young  Man  with  a  College 
Education,  an  assortment  of  Cravats  and  about 
$8  in  Real  Money,  who  was  anxiously  looking 
for  his  Life  Work. 

"  He  wanted  to  break  into  a  Learned  Profes- 
sion so  that  he  could  wear  his  Good  Clothes  all 
of  the  Time  and  get  the  Coin  without  working 
too  hard  for  it. 

"  His  idea  of  a  dignified  Snap  was  to  sit  in  a 
small  Office  about  three  hours  every  Day  and 
have  the  Public  come  in  and  pass  Money  to  him. 
The  Medical  Game  struck  him  as  being  about  the 
softest  Proposition  of  all. 

"  He  thought  that  all  Doc  had  to  do  was  to  lead 
the  Mark  into  the  Chamber  of  Horrors  where 
they  have  the  Skulls  and  the  Butcher  Knives, 
look  him  over,  ask  a  few  Questions,  tell  him  to 
stop  Smoking  and  then  tap  him  for  a  V. 

"  So  the  Hopeful  Graduate  went  to  the  old 
Family  Physician  for  a  few  Tips. 

"  The  antique  Medicine  Man  threw  a  Back 
Twister  when  he  heard  of  the  Boy's  Intentions. 

'  Anyone  who  tackles  the  /Esculapian  Stunt 
is  a  vitrified  Mutt,'  said  His  Whiskers.  '  If  you 
must  earn  your  Living  be  a  Porch  Climber  or  a 
Short-Change  Man.  We  now  have  in  this 
Country  four  Medical  Degrees  to  every  case  of 
Tonsilitis.  Most  of  us  are  kept  so  close  to  the 
Carpet  that  we  have  to  buy  last  year's  Magazines 
to  put  in  the  Waiting  Room.     If  a  Patient  dies 


all  of  his  Friends  say  that  you  helped  to  push 
him  off,  so  they  undermine  your  Practice  and 
begin  to  plug  for  Christian  Science.  If  he  gets 
well  he  gives  you  the  Laugh,  and  you  have  to  go 
after  him  with  a  Constable.  If  you  acquire  a 
Reputation  they  work  the  Xight-Bell  on  you,  and 
if  you  arrange  a  Dinner  Party  it's  a  Cinch  that 
some  Old  Lady  three  miles  away  will  ring  in  an 
Epileptic  Fit  and  crab  your  whole  Evening.  Xix 
the  Materia  Medica !  Turn  back  before  it  is  too 
late.'  " 

♦  ♦ 

The    Significance  of   Pain  and    Tenderness    in 
Appendicitis. 

In  a  report  of  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Moulin  on 
the  above  subject,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the 
viscera  (and  their  visceral  peritoneum),  includ- 
ing the  appendix,  are  not  provided  with  sensory 
nerves  and  are  shown  by  clinical  evidence  to  be 
insensitive,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  parietal 
peritoneum  at  the  post-peritoneal  cellular  tissue 
are  acutely  sensitive. 

From  these  facts  the  following  conclusions  are 
drawn:  i.  Absence  of  pain  is  no  indication  that 
the  most  serious  mischief  is  not  going  on.  2. 
The  initial  pain  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  ap- 
pendix, which  is  so  commonly  referred  to  the 
umbilicus,  is  due  to  the  peristaltic  action  of  the 
caecum  or  appendix  dragging  upon  the  attach- 
ment of  the  peritoneum  to  the  abdominal  wall. 
3.  The  cessation  of  this  abdominal  pain,  without 
improvement  in  other  symptoms,  is  due  to  cessa- 
tion of  the  peristalsis  caused  by  the  inflammation 
having  spread  to  the  muscular  coats  of  the 
bowels.  When  this  occurs  the  walls  of  the  bowel 
are  no  longer  able  to  contract,  and  this  source  of 
pain  disappears.  4.  The  development  of  local 
pain  which  precedes,  as  a  rule,  by  some  short 
time  the  cessation  of  the  umbilical  pain,  means 
that  the  inflammation  has  spread  from  the  ap- 
pendix to  the  parietal  peritoneum  or  to  the  post- 
peritoneal  cellular  tissue.  5.  Absence  of  local 
pain  does  not  indicate  anything,  but  severe  pain 
is  of  serious  import,  as  it  implies  either  wide 
extent  or  great  severity  of  inflammation.  6. 
Deep  tenderness  indicates  extension  of  inflamma- 
tion to  parietal  peritoneum  or  underlying  cellular 
tissue.  7.  Superficial  hyperesthesia  is  a  reflex 
from  the  corresponding  spinal  center.  If  sud- 
den, cessation  without  improvement  of  general 
symptoms  suggests  gangrene  of  the  appendix 
and  the  need  of  immediate  operation. — Pac.  Med. 

Jour. 

♦  ♦ 

On  Eating. 

A    CYNIC. 

One  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  the  sub- 
ject of  eating  furnishes  food  for  thought,  when 
he  thoroughly  digests  the  statement  and  assimi- 
lates its  significance. 
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Did  you  ever  stop  and  think  how  people  eat — 
no,  not  yourself,  other  people?  Just  notice 
sometime — when  you  are  sure  that  you  yourself 
are  not  being  studied — and  see  the  things  your 
neighbor  puts  into  his  stomach. 

(Just  here  it  may  he  well  to  suggest  that  this 
is  not  the  entering  wedge  for  the  introduction  of 
a  new  brand  of  breakfast  cereal  or  imitation 
coffee;  it  possibly  is  only  the  philosophy  of  a 
bilious  cynic.) 

But  really  it  is  interesting — when  you  are  not 
particularly  hungry  yourself — to  study  the 
motive  and  method  of  people's  eating. 

Most  people  eat  for  the  same  reason  the  babies 
do:  because  they  have  a  stomach,  and  the  time 
for  it :  others  eat  because  they  have  a  stomach 
and  haven't  the  time. 

Some  people  eat  as  a  means  of  getting  ac- 
quainted ;  there  seems  to  be  a  universal  language 
of  appetite ;  a  language  which  is  understood 
among  all  people,  from  the  Hottentot  who  places 
his  left  hand  over  the  epigastric  region  and  with 
his  right  fore-finger  points  at  the  gash  in  his  face, 
to  the  Fifth  Avenue  millionaire  who  slips  a  pep- 
sin pill  into  the  vest  pocket  of  his  opera  clothes. 

An  ocean  steamer  is  a  good  place  to  consider 
this  subject — say  about  the  second  day  out.  You 
see,  if  there  is  one  calamity  that  more  than 
another  a  navigation  company  fears  for  its 
patrons,  it  is  starving  to  death  :  it  really  requires 
two-thirds  of  the  ship's  force  to  prevent  this. 
One  is  awakened  at  six-thirty  in  the  morning  to 
receive  a  cup  of  hot  coffee  and  a  biscuit,  which 
he  takes  back  to  bed  with  him.  At  eight,  he  has 
a  little  something  with  the  rest  of  the  passengers: 
just  a  little  fruit  with  oatmeal  and  fried  fish, 
followed  by  a  dainty  piece  of  calf's  liver  and  a 
slice  of  pig's  bacon,  or  possibly  a  sheep's  chop 
smothered  in  bread  crumbs  and  gravy  with  a  few 
hot  muffins  or  lyonnaise  potatoes.  Of  course, 
there  are  certain  pickles  that  the  truly  orthodox 
use  at  "  breakfast — with  a  fork  " — with  fifty- 
seven  varieties  in  the  field  one  must  divide  them 
up  between  the  meals,  you  know. 

But  whatever  exceptions  you  may  be  allowed 
to  make,  the  "  cake  "  may  not  be  overlooked. 
You  sign  for  that  in  your  voyage  contract,  for 
cakes  make  a  good  sinker  to  keep  the  rest  steady 
in  rough  weather.  Of  course,  you  are  not  com- 
pelled to  eat  butter — in  fact  they  won't  serve  it 
unless  you  request  it ;  they  serve  coffee  or  tea  for 
washing  the  food  down,  so  butter  is  not  an  ab- 
solute essential. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  solicitous  steward  sends 
his  angels  of  mercy  out  with  life  preservers  in 
the  form  of  bouillon  and  biscuits  for  the  famish- 
ing passengers ;  upon  this  small  support  they 
endure  until  one  o'clock,  when  lunch  is  served. 

Lunch  differs  from  dinner,  you  know,  in  the 
time  of  day  it  is  served:  it  comes  at  noon,  just 
after  the  pools  for  the  day's  run  have  been  de- 
clared. This  meal  consists  of  eight  courses 
served    seriata    with    side    issues ;    the    steward 


passes  each  successive  dish  and  reports  you  if 
you  refuse  any;  if  you  don't  happen  to  be  at 
table,  owing  to  some  previous  engagement,  it  is 
all  sent  to  your  stateroom  and  left  on  your  trunk. 
You  are  expected  to  eat  enough  at  this  time  to 
last  until  four  o'clock,  when  tea.  coffee,  chocolate 
and  small  cakes  are  served;  you  are  allowed  hut 
two  of  the  three  drinks  at  tin-  time — except  b\ 
special  permit  from  the  ship's  surgeon ;  but  as 
dinner  is  read}'  at  .seven,  no  one  seriously  resents 
this  restriction. 

Dinner  comes  at  last ;  it  is  the  meal  for  which 
the  passenger  expectantly  waits  all  day.  the  one 
on  which  he  depends  for  building  up — the  others 
simply  prevent  too  rapid  tissue  waste 

At  this  repast  he  eats  all  he  wants  without 
embarrassment — everyone  else  does  too.  Then, 
too,  there  will  be  the  long  night  without  food, 
and  only  a  small  lunch  between  dinner  and  bed- 
time. So  ten  courses  are  disposed  of  if  ordered 
in  French — twelve  if  the  German  tongue  is  used. 
Most  people  get  along  with  this  regular  pro- 
vision for  the  body's  craving;  but  there  is  the 
opportunity,  for  those  who  wish  a  bite  between 
meals, to  secure  such  stomach  stays  as  sandwiches 
of  blood-sausage,  liver-sausage,  bologna-sausage. 
Switzer-cheeze,  raw  and  boiled  ham  and  other 
similar  delicatessen,  in  the  men's  work-room, 
where  the  workman  is  known  by  his  chips,  and 
where  far,  far  into  the  night  one  may  hear  the 
click  of  the  tools.  O !  the  joy  of  work — but 
"  that's  another  story  "  as  the  other  great  writer 
says,  and  we  are  talking  about  eating. 

By  the  way.  did  you  ever  watch  a  woman  eat? 
If  not,  don't;  it  isn't  fair.  But  she  knows  her 
disadvantage  and  is  usually  on  the  watch.  She 
does  not  come  to  a  table  in  order  to  satisfy  an 
appetite,  but  because  she  wishes  to  show  her 
good  will  toward  any  form  of  the  institution  of 
eating.  She  recognizes  that  she  must  never  have 
an  appetite  at  the  table,  so  her  real  eating  is  done 
in  the  solitude  of  pantry  or  cellar,  before  or  after 
the  table  gathering. 

Did  you  ever  see  a  lady  eating  sweet  corn  at 
the  table?  Xot  if  she  was  unmarried;  the 
boldest  of  them  take  no  such  risks.  Women  are 
intuitive  evolutionists,  and  in  their  present  state 
of  advancement  rebel  against  such  suggestion  of 
reversion  as  presents  itself  in  the  gnawing  of 
bones  and  corn-cobs  held  in  the  forepaws,  how- 
ever daintily  truffled  the  tid-bit  may  be.  But 
watch  her  after  the  rest  are  gone ;  when  she 
draws  from  its  hiding  place  under  the  sink  the 
big  plump  ear,  and — but  we  are  talking  about 
eating,  not  evolution. 

Watch  a  hungry  sales-lady  sometime;  see  her 
in  the  restaurant,  in  the  act  of  repairing  tissue 
and  restoring  energy  lost  in  labor.  She  begins 
on  the  menu  as  she  reads  a  letter — the  postscript 
first.  She  excites  the  glandular  activity  with  a 
glass  of  ice-cream  soda — something  pink  usually, 
as  a  piece  de  resistance;  she  selects  a  Charlotte 
russe;  for  an   entree,  a   morceau   de  chou-tleur 
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an  vinaigre;  the  dessert  will  be  a  large  cup  of 
black  coffee  and  a  stick  of  gum.  This  diet  has 
been  proven  by  years  of  experience,  handed  down 
from  one  generation  of  sales-women  to  another, 
to  be  the  best  possible  producer  of  that  com- 
plexion which  lends  itself  so  perfectly  to  "  Pou- 
vin's  Pink  Powder." 

It  is  interesting  to  watch  the  man  who  eats  by 
the  book.  His  library  consists  of  the  multitudes 
of  theories  of  eating,  done  in  pamphlets — no 
dietetic  theory  ever  matures  sufficiently  to  be 
done  into  a  book.  These  new  ideas  he  follows 
as  consistently  as  they  appear  from  the  press, 
and  he  becomes  the  despair  of  his  grocer,  butcher 
and  baker ;  his  course  overstocks  the  provision 
merchant  with  unsaleable  stuffs ;  the  marketman 
borrows  money  on  the  strength  of  this  man's 
patronage,  only  to  fail  when  the  nut  or  root 
mania  strikes  his  customer ;  only  the  undertaker 
feels  any  security,  and  he  can  borrow  money  on 
this  dietarian,  whenever  he  is  short. 

This  man  begins  on  the  "  repletion  theory," 
and  five  meals  a  day  are  necessary  to  keep  his 
system  full  of  food-stuffs.  By  this  method  he 
soon  acquires  the  complexion  and  circulation  of  a 
polh-wog  and  then  he  sees  that  the  system  is 
radically  wrong  and  goes  onto  one  meal  a  day. 
When  in  about  a  month  he  has  averaged  up 
again,  and  grows  weary  of  this  gastric  solitaire, 
he  looks  for  a  new  system  with  which  to  insult 
nature.  Raw  meat,  nuts,  dog-biscuit  each  have 
their  turn  and  he  would  not  stop  even  at  a  "  Diet 
of  Worms,"  if  it  could  be  found  in  the  market. 
There  are  plenty  of  these  people ;  in  fact,  it  has 
been  said  that  there  is  one  born  every  minute. 

There  are  many  other  types  of  gastronomic 
curios,  but  as  it  is  dinner-time  and  as  we  are  to 
have  some  delicious  corned-beef  and  cabbage  to- 
day— it  is  "  wash  day  "  and  we  always  have 
boiled  dinner  on  wash  day — we  only  have  a  small 
wash  anyway,  so  there's  plenty  of  room — I  must 
cease  this  wail  of  vain  regret  at  dietetic  crimes. — 
Cleveland's  Young  Men. 

♦     ♦ 

Physician  May  Charge  Maximum  or  Minimum 
Fees. 

In  rendering  judgment  concerning  a  point  in 
litigation  between  a  Philadelphia  physician, 
claiming  the  right  to  charge  a  fee  in  accordance 
with  the  patient's  financial  standing,  on  one  hand, 
and  a  belligerent  patient  on  the  other,  Judge  Ash- 
man, of  the  Orphan's  Court,  said :  "  In  my 
opinion,  a  physician  may  fairly  demand,  as  the 
exceptant  admitted  was  his  practice,  a  maximum 
and  a  minimum  rate  of  pay,  just  as  the  circum- 
stances of  his  patients  shall  seem  to  indicate  will 
be  proper.  It  is  true  that  a  physician  is  unlike  a 
tradesman,  who  has  different  qualities  and  there- 
fore at  varying  prices ;  he  is  bound  in  every  case 
to  give  his  best  service.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  this  service  is  worth  the  same  in  every  case. 
Where  it  saves  a  human  life  its  value  is  unestima- 


ble,  for  it  is  as  true  as  in  the  days  of  Job  that  a 
man  will  give  all  that  he  has  for  his  life.  With 
somewhat  of  unanimity  the  rhetoricians,  from 
Socrates  to  Ingersoll,  have  agreed  with  the  in- 
spired patriarch  that  human  life,  whether  of  high 
or  low  degrees,  is  equally  sacred,  and  every  sane 
man  and  every  court  in  Christendom  admits  the 
truth  of  the  proposition.  Xo  fight  of  rhetoric, 
however,  can  escape  the  plain  fact  that  life  has 
a  pecuniary  value  of  variable  quantity,  greater, 
for  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  millionaire  than  in 
that  of  the  laborer.  The  question  before  us  is  one 
of  values,  and  the  law  which  must  govern  it  is  a 
thing  of  common  sense  rather  than  of  sentiment. 
The  practitioner  who  boasts  that  his  terms  are 
one  and  invariable  must  choose  between  the  two 
rates ;  if  he  adopts  the  lower  one,  he  will  probably 
starve ;  if  he  selects  the  higher  one,  he  will  be 
compelled  very  often  to  make  large  reductions 
at  the  risk  of  wounding  the  self-respect  of  his 
poorer  patients.  The  moral  distinction  between 
the  code  of  the  doctor  who  in  theory  has  but  one 
charge  and  in  practice  two,  and  his  ruder  but 
more  candid  brother  who  declares  at  the  outset 
that  he  has  a  maximum  and  a  minimum  charge, 
fades  away  on  the  slightest  analysis  into  a  play 
upon  words." — Am.  Medicine. 

Oh,   upright  Judge !     A   second   Daniel   come 
to  judgment ! 


'fcook  IReviews. 


The  Pathogenic  Microbes.  By  M.  Le  Dr.  P.  Jousset, 
Physician  to  the  Hospital  St.  Jacques,  Paris.  Authorized 
translation  by  Horace  P.  Holmes,  M.  D.  192  pages. 
Cloth,  $1.00.  Postage,  8  cents.  Philadelphia,  Boericke  & 
Tafel,  1903. 

This  is  another  small — as  to  size — book,  one  of 
the  single  topic  or  subject  books,  which  latter 
are  so  delightfully  constructed  that  a  busy  man 
does  not  need  to  give  the  time  of  several  hours 
a  day,  a  good  digestion,  and  a  conscience  void  of 
offense  in  order  to  follow  the  line  of  argument. 
It  is  easily  understood  and  its  wealth  of  sugges- 
tion, rather  than  its  superfluity  of  words,  is 
quickly  appreciated  and  fitted  into  the  other  in- 
formation already  held  on  the  subject.  Father 
Jousset  has  given  the  homeopathic  profession 
several  excellent  theses  in  times  past,  all  whereof 
stamping  him  as  a  clear  and  original  thinker  in 
all  lines  collateral  to  that  of  medicine  as  well  as 
of  medicine  itself.  This  present  booklet  on  The 
Pathogenic  Microbe  is  along  the  same  line  of 
perspicuity  and  directness  of  effort.  He  begins 
at  the  beginning  and  carries  his  argument  in 
short  chapters  to  the  end,  where  he  then  fairlv 
sums  up  what  he  has  advanced  and  draws  his 
conclusions  in  which  the  impartial  reader  must 
perforce  agree.  Dr.  Jousset  handles  the  bac- 
teriological question  from  a  rather  novel  stand- 
point, or,  rather,  to  speak  differently,  he  handles 
it  with  a  view  of  proving  that  the  microbe  is  a 
constant    inhabitant    of    the    human    jungles    in 
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which  he  is  found,  and  that  he  does  so  always  in 
one  of  three  states:  i.  <\.  a  pathogenic  state;  a 
latent  but  virulent  state:  and  a  saprophyte 
(harmless)  state.  From  this  he  proves  that  it 
requires  predisposition  for  the  microbe  to  become 
active  or  dangerous.  So  that  the  finding  of 
microbes  in  certain  tissues  and  other  places  of 
the  human  body  does  not  per  se  prove  that  those 
inhabited  tissues  produced  him  or  her  as  the  cas< 
may  he,  but  that  illness  or  predisposition  of  the 
patient  called  the  constantly  indwelling  microbe 
(in  one  of  his  three  states)  to  blossom  up  and 
raise  Cain.  We  like  to  read  the  clear-cut  argu- 
ment of  this  mentally  tallest  of  medical  French- 
men and  homeopaths.  It  makes  cheerful  reading 
for  us  few  who  have  never  been  over- warm 
believers  in  the  bugteriological  theories  of  the 
dominant  and  the  other  "  Me  Too"  schools  of 
medicine  of  America.  In  some  of  the  later  chap- 
ters of  this  little  hook  there  will  he  found  some 
Startling  arguments  for  the  anti-vaccinationists 
and  anti-antitoxinists  which  they  should  not  by 
an\  means  permit  to  escape.  We  have  not  for- 
gotten with  what  courtesy  and  kindness,  albeit 
with  what  thoroughness,  this  same  Dr.  Joussel 
discussed  the  Biggar  surgical  paper  at  the  In- 
ternational Homeopathic  Congress  at  Paris  in 
1900.  It  was  most  charmng  to  note  his  complete 
mastery  of  the  subject  and  the  deferential,  if  not 
almost  reverential,  manner  with  which  his  col- 
leagues listened  to  him  while  he  proceeded  with 
his  discussion,  and  the  hearty  applause  which 
greeted  him  both  at  the  beginning  and  close  of  it. 
We  were  not  aware  that  our  mining-camp 
friend.  Dr.  Horace  P.  Holmes,  added  so  pretty 
and  clear  a  knowledge  of  French  to  his  other 
admirable  qualities,  for  it  is  his  translation  which 
opens  this  otherwise  sealed  book  to  American 
and  English  readers. 

The  American  Year-Book  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for 
1903.  A  yearly  Digest  of  Scientific  Progress  and  Authori- 
tative Opinions  in  all  branches  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
drawn  from  journals;  monographs,  and  text-books  of  the 
leading  American  and  foreign  authors  and  investigators. 
Arranged,  with  critical  editorial  comments,  by  eminent 
American  specialists,  under  the  editorial  charge  of  George 
M.  Gould,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  In  two  volumes — Volume  I. 
including  General  Medicine,  octavo,  700  pages,  fully  illus- 
trated; Volume  II,  General  Surgery,  octavo,  670  pages, 
fully  illustrated.  Philadelphia,  New  York,  London:  W.  B. 
Saunders  &  Co.,  1903.  Per  volume:  Cloth,  S3. 00  net; 
Half  Morocco,  S3- 75  net. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  similar  publication, 
either  American  or  foreign,  that  can  compete  in 
any  way  with  this  excellent  Year-Book,  pub- 
lished by  W.  B.  Saunders  &  Company.  It  is  not 
an  indiscriminate  collection  of  extracts  clipped 
from  any  and  every  journal:  the  matter  is  care- 
fully selected,  edited,  and  in  numerous  cases  com- 
mented upon  by  the  eminent  authorities  whom 
Dr.  Gould  has  enlisted  as  hi-  assistants.  Every 
new  thenrv  and  scientific  discovery  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  profe  .sion  has  found  a  place 
in  this  unusually  complete  Vear-Book;  and  the 
names     of     the     several     editors     are     sufficient 


guarantee  of  a  proper  discrimination.  The  work 
comes  to  US  in  the  same  dress  as  last  year — in 
two  volumes.  Volume  I.  contains  General 
Medicine,  ami  Volume  M.  General  Surgery,  the 
volumes  being  sold  separately,  it"  desired.  As 
Usual  the  illustrative  feature  is  well  taken  care  of, 
there  being  eleven  full-page  inserts,  besides  many 
excellent  text-cut-. 

The  Obstetrk  D  i  of  Mother  and  Nurse.  A  Mono- 
graph on  the  Management  of  Pregnancy,  the  Asept. 
Antiseptic  Technique  of  Labor,  the  Care  of  Mother  and 
Child  after  Labor,  and  the  Principles  and  Methods  of  Infant 
Feeding.  By  Hudson  D.  BISHOP,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the 
Maternity  Hospital,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Second  Edition. 
Revised  and  Enlarged.  Cleveland:  Press  of  J.  II.  Lamb, 
1904.     96  pages.      Price,  80c. 

This  title  and  sub-title  tell  the  story  without 
much  comment  on  the  part  of  the  Reviewer.  It 
is  an  up-to-date  antiseptic,  aseptic  treatise  on 
child-hearing  and  child-raising.  Dr.  Bishop  takes 
the  ground,  occupied  by  some  others  with  whom 
we  are  acquainted,  that  an  obstetrician  should  be 
a  gynecological  specialist,  and  by  inference,  if  not 
by  direct  teaching,  should  regard  a  natural  labor 
as  a  major  operation — to  be  approached  and  con- 
ducted along  mechanical,  operative  lines.  This 
may  be  all  well  and  good  in  Maternity  Homes 
and  General  Hospitals:  hut  we  question  if  it  will 
ever  obtain  very  largely  in  private  practice. 
Another  and  not  a  new  viewpoint,  to  he  con- 
sidered in  this  relation,  is  the  sparseness  and 
paucity  of  material  to  work  on,  with  this 
technique.  Babies,  as  has  been  our  experience, 
in  our  several  years  of  parish  practice,  are  the 
not-always-welcome  addenda  to  poor  families, 
where  the  attending  physician  has  precious  little 
to  work  with  beyond  the  bed,  the  woman  in  labor, 
and  a  kind  and  sympathetic  dirty-nailed  neighbor 
female.  The  physician's  own  cleanliness  is 
negatived  a  hundred  times  over  every  day  by  the 
in  in-surgical  cleanliness  of  surroundings,  and  the 
willful  disregard  of  plain  directions.  How  sel- 
dom, indeed,  dm-s  such  patient  lose  her  child  Oi- 
lier own  life.  In  this  present  era  of  Apartment- 
Mi  'Use  Dwellers,  where  babies,  dogs,  and  cab- 
bage-cooking are  strictly  forbidden,  if  a  baby 
dues  manage  to  put  in  its  appearance  usually  all 
the  aseptic  and  antiseptic  appliances  and  tech- 
nique will  not  save  it,  or,  if  they  do,  we  have  a 
feeble,  machine-nourished  infant,  always  in 
danger.  Truly,  there  are  babies  born  elsewhere 
and  in  the  homes  of  the  well-to-do,  but  they  are 
not  of  the  modern-day  families,  the  ease-loving, 
society-crazed  family.  Our  noble  President 
knew  whereof  he  spoke  when  he  referred  to  the 
prevalence  of  Race  Suicide.  However,  all  this 
lias  nothing  to  do  with  Bishop's  book.  For  t' 
who  have  well-to-do  families  in  their  clientele. 
who  have  babies,  this  book  will  be  of  great  value. 
It  gives  minute  directions  anent  the  feeding  of 
the  infant — and  this  of  itself  is  worth  many  times 
the  price  of  the  book.  For  here  is  where  the 
physician  is  able  to  do  his  best  work — namely  t- 
rescue  a  pitiful,  chalky-faced,  limber-boned  bab) 
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from  an  early  grave,  or  years  of  invalidism,  and 
thus  establish  himself  almost  forever  in  the  af- 
fections of  that  familv. 


The  Treatment  of  Fractures:  With  Notes  Upon  a 
Few  Common  Dislocations.  By  Chas.  L.  Scudder, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
Fourth  edition,  thoroughly  revised,  enlarged,  and  reset. 
Octavo  volume  of  534  pages,  with  nearly  700  original  illus- 
trations. Philadelphia,  New  York,  London  :  W.  B.  Saun- 
ders &  Co.,  1903.  Polished  buckram,  $5.00,  net;  sheep  or 
half  morocco,  $6.00,  net. 

Four  large  editions  of  this  work  in  less  than 
four  years  testify  to  its  value.  The  book  is  in- 
tended to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  practitioner  and 
student  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  bones. 
The  student  sees  the  actual  conditions  as  they 
exist  in  fractured  bones,  and  is  encouraged  to 
determine  for  himself  how  to  meet  the  conditions 
found  in  each  individual  case.  Methods  of  treat- 
ment are  described  in  minute  detail,  and  the 
reader  is  not  only  told,  but  is  shown  how  to  apply 
apparatus,  for  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  details  are 
illustrated.  This  elaborate  and  complete  series 
of  illustrations  constitutes  a  feature  of  the  book. 
There  are  688  of  them,  all  from  new  and  original 
drawings  and  reproduced  in  the  highest  style  of 
art.  Several  chapters  of  special  importance  are 
those  on  Gunshot  Fractures  of  Bone ;  The  Roent- 
gen Ray  and  Its  Relation  to  Fractures ;  The  Em- 
ployment of  Plaster-of-Paris,  and  the  Ambulatory 
Treatment  of  Fractures. 

In  this  fourth  edition  many  new  illustrations 
have  been  added,  thus  increasing  the  accuracy  of 
this  part  of  the  work.  The  text  has  been  thor- 
oughly revised,  thereby  bringing  the  book  abso- 
lutely abreast  the  times.  X-ray  plates  of  the 
epiphyses  at  different  ages  have  been  arranged. 
These  will  be  found  of  value  not  only  as  an 
anatomical  study  but  in  the  appreciation  of 
epiphyseal  lesions.  An  important  addition  is  that 
of  a  chapter  upon  a  few  common  dislocations. 
This  chapter,  like  the  rest  of  the  book,  is  amply 
illustrated,  and  the  accepted  methods  of  treat- 
ment described. 

Life  and  Work  of  James  Compton  Burnett,  M.  D.,  with 
an  Account  of  The  Burnett  Memorial.  Compiled  by 
Dr.  J.  H.  Clarke.  Published  for  the  Burnett  Memorial 
Committee  by  the  Homeopathic  Publishing  Company,  12, 
Warwick  Lane,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  1904. 

No  better  biographer  of  the  late  lamented  Bur- 
nett could  have  been  selected  than  his  bosom 
friend  and  admirer,  Clarke.  In  this  instance  the 
work  was  truly  a  labor  of  love.  Dr.  Clarke,  at  all 
times  a  readable  and  logical  penman,  has  outdone 
his  usual  self  in  this  closing  tribute  to  Dr.  Bur- 
nett. He  has  divided  this  book  into  Biographical, 
Critical,  and  Memorial,  so  that  while  the  purposes 
of  the  little  volume  are  patent  enough,  it  is  truly 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Memorial  endeavor  will  at- 
tract large  and  generous  interest  in  the  hearts  of 
all  American  homeopaths ;  and  so  further  the 
project  so  well  outlined  in  the  last  part.  Dr.  Bur- 
nett has  become  so  well  known  by  virtue  of  his 
writings,  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  supereroga- 


tion to  revert  to  them,  in  order  to  establish  his 
claims  upon  our  profession.  We  bespeak  a  hearty 
response,  first  in  the  purchase  of  this  little  blue 
book — of  itself  worth  many  times  the  trifling  cost 
— and  an  additional  largess  towards  the  very 
proper,  nay,  noble  monument  designed  to  per- 
petuate the  momory  of  this  genial,  whole-souled 
man  and  homeopath,  J.  Compton  Burnett. 


Globules. 


— The  action  of  arsenicum  is  upon  the  left 
side,  similar  to  sulphur. 

— Dr.  James  A.  Campbell  of  St.  Louis,  cared 
for  128  eye  and  ear  patients  at  the  Children's 
Hospital  last  year. 

— Green  Gables,  Benj.  F.  Bailey's  Sanatorium 
in  Lincoln,  Xeb.,  is  one  of  the  home-like  places 
where  a  tired  fellow  or  his  wife  can  be  wooed 
back  to  life  and  ambition. 

— Dr.  E.  H.  Porter  may  be  found  after  June 
4th  at  his  country  place,  Upper  Lisle,  Broome 
Co.,  Xew  York.  In  his  absence  from  Xew  York 
City,  Dr.  McMichael,  Xo.  3  West  Q2d,  will 
attend  to  his  practice. 

— The  Surgical  Aspect  of  Indigestion  and  So- 
Called  Gastralgia,  which  was  an  essay  read  be- 
fore the  Xew  York  County  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society,  by  James  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Cleveland, 
in  March  last,  lies  before  us  in  reprint  from  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter.  Also  a  reprint 
from  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  by  the  same 
author,  entitled  Pudendal  Hasmatocele.  Both  are 
interesting  papers  and  will  be  read  with  apprecia- 
tion. 

— The  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Michi- 
gan held  its  thirty-fifth  annual  meet,  at  the  Hotel 
Cadillac,  Detroit,  May  17.  There  were  thirty- 
five  members  present.  In  his  presidential  ad- 
dress Dr.  L.  R.  Marvin  recommended  that,  in 
order  to  aid  the  young  practitioner  and  to  solve 
the  problem  of  dosage,  there  be  prepared  a  clin- 
ical materia  medica,  compiled  from  the  reports 
of  the  oldest  physicians  taken  from  their  daily 
practice. 

Dr.  Alfred  Graham,  of  Detroit,  was  toast- 
master  at  the  evening  banquet,  at  which  there 
were  present  some  150  persons. 

— The  St.  Louis  Homeopathic  Medical  Society 
through  its  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  W.  E. 
Jones,  Chairman,  3850  Page  Avenue;  W.  W.Gil- 
bert, 814  S.  Jefferson  Avenue ;  and  Willis  Young, 
2844  Park  Avenue,  offers  to  furnish  to  all  homeo- 
pathic physicians  and  their  families  such  in- 
formation and  literature  as  may  be  desired  con- 
cerning the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition :  this 
has  reference  to  hotels,  boarding  houses,  rooming 
houses,  or  private  families.  Xo  charge  whatever 
is  made  for  this  service.     In  corresponding  give 
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date  length  of  visit,  number  in  party,  and  price. 
All  hotels,  etc.,  require  a  deposit  when  reserva- 
tions are  made. 

— The  habitat  as  Glenwood  Springs,  Colo., 
should  have  followed  the  name  under  Dr.  Jud- 
kis'  portrait  recently  published  in  the  American 
Physician,  instead  of  Denver. 

— Says  an  East  Indian  medical  journal,  re- 
ferring to  the  death  of  Dr.  Mohindra  Lall  Sircar, 
C.  I.  E.,  his  '*  passing  away  from  our  midsl  is 
by  no  means  a  common  occurrence." 

— In  urticaria,  a  dram  of  carbolic  acid  to  a 
pint  of  water  is  said  to  give  immediate  relief  of 
the  itching.  About  four  drams  of  boric  acid 
and  two  ounces  of  alcohol  added  to  above  gives 
more  positive  results. 

— Sir  Thomas  Lauder  l'.runton  once  asked, 
"Why  has  America  the  cleverest  dentists?" 
.Answer :  "  Because  she  has  the  best  flour-mill 
makers.  The  better  the  mill  is  the  finer  the  flour, 
the  poorer  the  bread  the  worse  the  teeth,  and  the 
netter  the  dentists.     Perfectly  simple." 

— If  you  are  going  abroad  this  summer  don't 
forget  to  take  in  that  most  excellent  series  of 
lectures  and  demonstrations  at  the  Homeopathic 
Hospital,  Great  Ormond  St.,  London.  We 
promise  you,  from  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
a  majority  of  the  advertised  lecturers  and 
operators,  that  it  will  be  homeopathic  from  start 
to  finish. 

— The  International  Homeopathic  Directory, 
1904,  issued  by  the  Homeopathic  Publishing 
Company  of  London,  12  Warwick  Lane,  Pater- 
noster Row,  E.  C,  has  reached  our  table  in  all 
its  gorgeous  red  binding  and  handiness  of  size 
and  arrangement ;  those  American  medical 
brethren  who  are  not  subscribers  to  this  little 
pocket-book  are  making  a  mistake.  It  is  a  won- 
derfully well  prepared  book,  and  so  cleverly  in- 
dexed and  arranged  as  to  be  of  instant  value. 
It's  a  good  booklet  to  send  with  your  patient 
going  to  Europe  in  the  event  sickness  overtakes 
him  while  abroad.  This  is  the  tenth  year  of  its 
publication. 

— Have  you  noted  the  excellent  reports  from 
the  Far  Eastern  war  which  appear  from  month  to 
month  in  the  American  Monthly  Review  of  Re- 
views?' Have  you  noted  the  satisfaction  with 
which  you  browse  in  these  digested  reports?  and 
how  you  feel  that  at  last  you  are  reading  some- 
thing that  to-morrow  morning's  paper  will  not 
completely  upset?  The  reports  as  presented  by 
this  journal  are  sure  to  be  reliable ;  and  you  know 
you  cannot  say  that  of  any  other  publication  that 
is  giving  war  news.  In  addition  to  this  you  are 
getting  reliable  resumes  of  the  existing  political 
conditions  in  our  own  country.  The  Fair  at  St. 
Louis  is  filling  up  some  space  in  this  same 
magazine,  but  it  is  good  news  and  with  such 
pictures  as  are  attract' 


— Carbo  veg.  is  indicated  in  had  effects  from 
iced  water. 

— At  a  recent  faculty  meeting  of  Pulte  College, 
Cincinnati,  Dr.  C.  K.  Walton  was  made  Dean, 
and  Dr.  S.  R.  Geiser,  Registrar.  We  congratu- 
late the  college  upon  advancing  these  excellent 
men  to  these  two  mosl  important  stations  in  the 
business  of  a  medical  college. 

— The  discoverer  of  a  new  medical  clay  in 
Colorado  says  that  he  expects  to  live  to  be  three 
hundred  years  old.  In  proof  of  his  contention, 
he  claims  that  he  can  drink  four  gallons  of  water 
without  discomfort.  It  is  possible  that  he  is  en- 
deavoring to  make  himself  fire-proof. 

—Prof.  Dr.  E.  B.  Nash  of  Cortland.  X.  V..  the 
many  times  author  and  popular  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  in  the  X.  Y.  Horn.  Med.  College, 
will  open  a  summer  school  of  Materia  Medica 
at  Cortland  beginning  July  4  and  ending  July 
30.  The  term  costs  $25.00,  Board  can  be  had 
cheaply.     Dr.  Nash  is  a  fine  teacher. 

— Asks  G.  Frank  Lydston,  M.  D.,  in  a  snappy 

defense  of  Medical  Brief's  dabbling  in  "  pro- 
prietaries " :  "Why  should  not  a  doctor-editor 
profit  by  medical  preparations  ?  "  Well,  com- 
mercially considered,  there  is  no  serious  objec- 
tion; but  should  he  be  permitted,  under  existing 
postal  laws,  to  mail  his  journal  at  pound  rates? 

— A  bronze  tablet  to  the  memory  of  XV.  Tod 
Helmuth,  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Wether- 
bee,  was  unveiled  in  the  surgical  amphitheater  of 
the  Flower  Hospital  on  the  day  of  graduation  of 
the  recent  class  of  the  N.  Y.  Horn.  Med.  College. 
How  many  other  of  our  homeopathic  colleges 
have  done  this  beautiful  thing  of  remembering 
their  professors  with  memorial  tablets,  busts,  and 
life-size  oil  paintings  as  the  New-  York  school 
has  done? 

— The  semi-socialistic  properly  pious  Medical 
World  is  having  its  fling  at  some  highly  esteemed 
pharmacal  products,  criticising  not  quality  but 
price,  or  rather  percentage  of  profit  made  by  the 
manufacturer.  What  our  pushing  contemporary 
has  overlooked,  however,  is  the  fact  that  with 
most  practitioners  what  is  most  esteemed  in  a 
medical  product  are  its  exact  and  scientifically 
prepared  properties,  not  whether  the  cost  of  cur- 
ing a  patient  is  ten  cents  or  ten  dollars. 

— Hemaboloids  has  sent  to  most  physicians  a 
beautiful  lithograph  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, but  which,  as  usual  with  this  short- 
sighted advertiser,  it  mutilates  by  printing  its 
name  in  red  where  it  must  constantly  be  seen. 
Then  it  goes  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the  receiv- 
ing physician  frame  and  hang  it  up  in  his  of; 
The  Hemaboloids  Company  must  have  a  grand 
idea  of  the  medical  profession!  Even  the 
corner  grocer  no  longer  gives  out  colored  ad- 
vertisement cards  with  his  wares. 
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— The  arsenicum  patient  has  pains  while  eat- 
ing, must  stop  eating  because  of  the  pain.  Water 
lies  like  a  stone  in  the  stomach. 

— We  have  a  number  of  the  W.  B.  Saunders' 
books  on  our  Review  Table  and  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  publish  the  Review  notices.  In  advance 
of  such  report  we  may  say  that  we  have  found 
them  each  and  all  of  the  usual  fine  order  pub- 
lished by  this  house,  and  that  the  topics  of  the 
most  modern  are  handled  in  the  usual  progressive 
style  of  its  authors. 

— "  Do  you  make  much  out  of  your  apples?" 
asked  the  visitor. 

"  Oh,  pretty  considerable,"  answered  the 
farmer,  "  but  I've  got  a  son  up  in  town  who 
makes  more  out  of  the  apples  in  a  month  than  I 
make  the  whole  season." 

"  A  farmer,  is  he?  " 

"  No;  he's  a  doctor.  I'm  talking  about  green 
apples  now." 

— The  Chief  Burgess  of  West  Chester  has 
given  his  people  ten  wholesome  rules  to  follow. 
Thev  are  as  follows :  Don't  gfet  mad ;  walk 
a  mile  a  day ;  abstain  from  pork ;  wash  and 
be  clean ;  eat  moderately  of  good  food,  but  eat  all 
the  apples  you  can ;  speak  to  everybody ;  stand  up 
straight  and  look  people  in  the  eyes ;  respect  age ; 
stay  at  home ;  sleep  with  your  windows  open  to 
the  four  winds  of  heaven. 

— "  Lorin  Farr,  a  Mormon  elder,  writing  for 
Physical  Culture,  makes  the  statement  that  he 
has  had  seven  wives.  He  is  the  father  of  thirty- 
nine  children,  all  living  except  two.  His  oldest 
was  a  grandfather  fifteen  years  ago.  He  now 
has  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  grandchildren 
and  fifty-six  great  grandchildren.  He  is  an 
ardent  believer  in  polygamy,  but  asserts  that  he 
does  not  now  practice  it.  He  is  eighty-four 
years  old.  This  is  said  to  be  the  largest  family 
in  the  world." — Progress. 

This  is  a  case  of  punctuation.  Punctuate  it 
this  way  and  see  how  much  more  natural  it 
would  seem :  "  He  is  an  ardent  believer  in  poly- 
gamy, but  asserts  that  he  does  not  now  practice 
it  (he  is  eighty-four  years  old)."     See? 

— Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  practiced  medicine 
before  he  began  to  write,  and  in  one  of  his  scrap 
books  he  has  a  newspaper  advertisement  that  he 
cherishes  because  it  shows  well  the  low  standing 
of  many  doctors  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Sir 
Arthur  clipped  the  advertisement  from  a  news- 
paper of  the  year  1787.     It  reads: 

"  Wanted,  for  a  family  not  blessed  with  good 
health,  a  sober,  discreet  and  steady  person  to  act 
in  the  capacity  of  doctor  and  apothecary.  He 
must  often  act  also  as  a  steward  and  butler,  and 
occasionally  dress  hair  and  wigs.  He  will  be 
required  to  read  prayers  and  sometimes,  on  wet 
Sundays,  to  preach  a  sermon  or  two.  A  good 
salary  will  be  paid  and  a  preference  will  be  given 
to  such  an  one  as,  besides  the  above  qualifica- 
tii  nis.  can  mend  clothes." 


— Arsenic  pains  are  relieved  by  warmth. 

—Dr.  W.  T.  Stone,  formerly  of  St.  Cloud, 
Minn.,  is  located  in  his  new  hospital  at  Park 
Rapids,  Minn. 

— The  Homeopathic  Review  of  London  doesn't 
go  into  raptures  over  Clifford  Mitchell's  last 
book;  indeed  it  questions  much  that  it  contains. 
But,  then,  the  Homeopathic  Review  doesn't  care 
whether  it  gets  Clifford  Mitchell's  next  book  or 
not ;  it  is  going  to  tell  the  truth  about  the  one  in 
hand.  We  did  this  some  years  ago,  and  since 
then  have  had  no  more  of  these  books  to  fill  up  a 
long  felt  want  on  our  book  shelf.  The  English 
reviewers  have  yet  much  to  learn  in  regard  to 
reviewing  some  American  medical  books. 

— "  Weel,  John,  how  are  you  to-day?  "  said  a 
Scotch  minister  to  one  of  his  parishioners.  "  Gey 
weel,  sir — gey  weel,"  replied  John,  cautiously, 
"  gin  it  wasna  fur  the  rheumatism  in  my  richt 
leg." 

"  Ah,  well,  John,  be  thankful ;  for  there  is  no 
mistake,  you  are  getting  old  like  the  rest  of  us, 
and  old  age  doesn't  come  alone." 

"Auld  age,  sir !  "  returned  John ;  "  I  won'er 
to  hear  ye !  Auld  age  has  naething  to  do  w't. 
Here's  my  ither  leg  jist  as  auld,  an'  it's  quite 
sound  and  soople  yit." 

— In  a  life  insurance  application  brought  to  us 
by  an  applicant  who  wished  to  be  examined  we 
found  this  clause  in  the  body  of  the  questions : 
"Have  you  ever  been  vaccinated  successfully? 
If  not,  sign  this  waiver:  Not  having  been  success- 
fully vaccinated  I  agree  to  waive  all  benefits 
under  a  benefit  certificate  which  may  be  issued 
to  me  in  case  of  my  death  or  total  or  permanent 
disability  resulting  from  small-pox.  (Sign 
here.)" 

And  that  certainly  covers  the  ground  most 
perfectly.  So  if  Brer  Clarke,  et  al.  want  to  take 
insurance  in  this  and  perhaps  other  life  com- 
panies, and  still  insist  upon  being  unvaccinated. 
they  may  by  signing  their  august  names  to  this 
special  waiver. 

— The  Editor  has  recently  had  occasion  to 
make  use  of  Uriseptin  (Gardner-Barada  Chem- 
ical Co.),  one  a  case  of  senile  prostatitis  with 
complications,  the  other  of  a  young  man  with  long 
continued  cystitis — venereal  origin — and  in  each 
instance  the  result  was  gratifying  and  most  satis- 
factory. Both  cases  had  been  treated  for  months 
with  the  indicated  remedy,  but  with  only  slight 
or  temporary  benefit,  and  had  about  exhausted 
his  own  as  well  as  his  patients'  patience. 


The   American    Physician. 

ISSUED  MONTHLY.  This  journal  is  published  for  its 
subscribers  only,  and  has  no  free  list.  Sample  copies  are 
never  sent.  Subscriptions  are  not  discontinued  until  so 
ordered.  A.   L.  CHATTERTON  &  CO.,   Publishers. 


T^edicsvl  progress 


Aural  Congestion  with  Threatened  Abscess. 

BY    C.    L.    STEENSEN,    A.     M.,     M 

Professor   of   Materia    Medica,  New   York;  Authoi    "  Naso 
Pharyngeal  Disorders,''  etc.,  etc. 

I  would  like  to  mention  to  my  confreres  that, 
in  the  treatment  of  acute  attacks  of  aural  con- 
gestion, with  every  indication  of  suppuration, 
h  internal  and  external,  and  seriously  jeopard- 
izing the  tympanum,  and  not  infrequently  with 
evidences  of  threatening  abscess  accompanied 
with  the  most  lancinating  pains,  I  have  prescribed 
Antikamnia  and  Salol  Tablets  with  most  satis- 
factory results.  The  congestion,  fever  and  pain 
promptly  yield  to  the  persistent  use  of  these 
tablets,  and  to  attain  this  I  ordered  two  tablets 
to  be  given  every  two  hours.  1  am  firmly  con- 
vinced that  with  careful  ablution  and  syringing 
of  the  external  aural  cavity  with  a  mild  antiseptic 
and  anodyne  solution,  and  the  administration  of 
this  remedy,  T  have  aborted  the  threatened  attack 
and  thereby  undoubtedly  saved  the  patient  from 
a  suppurative  sequela,  and  no  doubt  in  many 
instances,  from  operative  interference,  necessitat- 
ing the  trephining  of  the  sphenoid,  or  the  open- 
of  the  antrum  to  save  life.  As  every  practi- 
tioner knows,  the  operation  is  not  infrequently 
fatal,  particularly  if  the  case  be  an  advanced  one 
and   the  patient  an  aged  one. 

As  to  the  local  application,  I  simply  resort  to 
tepid  water,  to  which  may  be  added  a  mild  an- 
■  'tic,  say  five  grains  boric  acid  to  each  ounce 
and  a  little  tincture  opium.  This  makes  an  ad- 
mirable application.  This  solution  carefully  in- 
jected from  two  to  four  times  daily  to  warm  and 
cleanse  the  vestibule  of  the  ear,  and  with  the 
administration  of  Antikamnia  and  Salol  Tablets, 
or  Antikamnia  and  Codeine  Tablets,  the  practi- 
tioner will  be  rewarded  with  most  gratifying 
results. 


Treatment  of  Lrethritis  and  Cystitis. 

Stephen  L.  Reid  (Medical  Examiner  and 
Practitioner,  November,  1903),  says  the  aim  in 
these  cases  is  to  render  the  urine  bland  and 
unirritating  :  ding  in  this,  we  next  seek  to 

apply  the  medicament  directly  to  the  affected 
part.  The  first  is  accompanied  in  a  measure  by 
placing  the  patient  on  a  light  digestible  diet,  no 
spirits  or  condiments  and  large  quantities  of 
water.  The  second  is  harder.  In  applying 
remedies  to  the  affected  part  we  risk  setting  up 
further  irritation  by  the  mode  of  application  of 


the  strength  of  the  remedy;  administering  drugs 
by  the  mouth  we  risk  the  chemical  chang 
drugs  or  food  taken  into  the  stomach  unde 
and  although  an  analysis  of  the  urine  may  show  a 
portion  of  the  drug  recovered  unchanged,  can  we 
be  certain  of  its  therapeutic  action,  and  may  not 
its  passage  through  the  system,  failing  to  change 
its  form,  have  rendered  it  inert?  In  the  treat- 
ment of  these  cases  he  has  used  different  methods, 
always  including  irrigation.  Two  years  ago  his 
attention  was  directed  to  cystogen,  and  since  the 
first  trial  he  has  continued  using  it.  In  a  report 
of  nine  cases  treated  with  cystogen  he  used  no 
irrigation.  It  is  claimed  for  cystogen  that  pus 
formation  is  prevented,  deposits  of  urates  dis- 
solved aswell  as  phosphates  and  oxalate.-;  it  stops 
ammoniacal  fermentation  and  inhibits  the  growth 
of  bacteria.  The  author  also  found  cystogen 
very  effective  in  gonorrhea.  Case  one  was  gon- 
orrhea of  ten  years'  standing  and  still  uncured 
when  seen.  The  urine  contained  pus,  gonococci 
and  blood.  Sounds  were  discontinued  for  a  I 
the  patient  placed  on  proper  diet  and  cystogen 
administered,  five  grains  four  times  daily.  In 
ten  days  the  morbid  products  in  the  urine  had 
disappeared  and  treatment  of  a  stricture  two 
inches  from  the  meatus  was  commenced.  Case 
two,  patient  complained  of  a  dull  aching  | 
about  neck  of  the  bladder  and  inability  to  com- 
pletely empty  the  bladder.  The  urine  contained 
pus,  bacteria  and  blood  corpuscles;  urine  fetid 
and  ammoniacal  odor.  Put  on  cystogen,  five 
grains  four  times  daily.  In  a  week  the  prominent 
symptoms  had  almost  subsided,  the  urine  lost 
its  offensive  odor  and  the  bacteria  disappeared. 
Treatment  continued  with  ultimate  recovery. 
Case  three  was  one  of  nephritis,  and  the  usual 
treatment  was  supplemented  by  the  addition  of 
C)  -togen,  five  grains  four  times'  a  day.  Tin 
soon  disappeared  and  the  albumen"  diminished 
in  quantity  Cases  four  and  five  were  similar  in 
character,  both  being  women  and  presenting 
symptoms  of  violent  pains  in  the  loins,  fainting, 
nausea  and  vomiting,  rapid  pulse,  great  thirst- 
passed  urine  frequently.  Morphia  was  admin- 
istered until  the  acute  symptoms  subsided  and 
then  cystogen  was  given  four  times  daily. 
In  nineteen  days  the  first  case  had  passed  a  teas- 
nful  of  gritty  sand  and  on  the  twenty-third 
day  a  much  worn  stone  the  size  of  a  cherry  pit. 
In  the  other  case  during  a  period  of  fifty-three 
days  the  patient  passed  nineteen  concretions 
ranging  in  size  from  a  pinhead  to  .a  buckshot  and 
a  quantity  of  gritty  sand.  Cystogen  was  the  only 
preparation  used  except  morphia  and  saline 
cathartics.  In  the  other  cases  reported  b\  tin's 
author  the  results  were  equally  good. 


Visual  Power  Stimulated  by  Dionin. 

An  interesting  observation  has  been  made  by 
Dr.  Gottschalk.  He  found  that  heat  exerciser  a 
remarkable  influence  over  the  power  of  vision 
and  color  discrimination  in  atrophy  of  the  optic 
nerve.  The  immediate  effects  obtained  by  ap- 
plying warmth  to  the  eye  are  striking.  Visual 
power  is  greatly  increased  and  color  tests  show 
a  similarly  augmented  faculty.  The  rationale  of 
this  change  can  only  consist  in  the  quickening  of 
the  local  circulation  by  the  heat.  Bearing  in  mind 
the  eminently  lymphagogue  virtues  of  dionin, 
the  author  decided  to  try  the  drug  in  lieu  of  the 
heat.  His  experiments  gave  a  positive  result. 
Visual  power  as  well  as  ability  to  distinguish 
colors  are  markedly  stimulated  by  local  applica- 
tions of  dionin,  and  these  facts  suggest  future 
possibilities  for  the  drug. — Woch.  f.  Therap.  u. 

Hvgiene  d.  Auges. 

♦ 

A  Note  on  the  Treatment  of  Sciatica. 

BY    ARTHUR    H.     BOSTOCK,     L.     R.     C.    P.,     LOXD., 
M.     R.     C.     S., 

While  house  physician  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  I  was  much  struck  with  the  number  of 
cases  of  sciatica  which  were  not  amenable  to 
ordinary  methods  of  treatment,  and  the  object  of 
this  note  is  to  recommend  the  use  of  a  remedy  to 
which  I  have  now  given  a  thorough  trial.  It 
has  been  of  most  use  in  the  cases  of  true 
neuralgia.  #*■ 

The  drug  is  phenalgin  (ammonio-phenylace- 
tamido),  prepared  in  two  and  a  half  grain  tablets 
by  the  Etna  Chemical  Company,  New  York,  and 
is  obtainable  in  England  for  dispensing  purposes 
only,  from  Messrs.  E.  J.  Reid  &  Co.,  9  and  10 
Dunedin  House,  Basinghall  Ave.,  London,  E.  C. 
The  dose  is  from  5  to  20  grains  and  I  find  that 
this  substance  so  given  has  no  depressing  action 
on  the  heart,  neither  does  it  expose  the  patients 
to  the  risks  incurred  in  the  use  of  such  analgesics 
as  opium  and  morphia.  When  a  case  is  in  the 
acute  stage  the  patient  should  be  placed  in  the 
recumbent  position,  and  poultices  should  be  ap- 
plied locally.  A  commencement  should  be  made 
with  phenalgin  in  a  dose  of  10  grains,  repeated 
every  three  hours.  After  the  first  twenty-four 
hours,  if  the  drug  is  acting,  I  reduce  it  to  10 
grains  (4  tablets)  three  times  a  day.  and  next 
day  to  3  tablets  (71-2  grains)  three  "times  a  day. 
I  then  feave  a  few  tablets  with  the  patient  to  take 
a  dose  of  10  grains,  should  the  pain  show  a 
tendency  to  recur.  In  my  experience  doses  con- 
sisting of  less  than  three  tablets  (7  1-2  grains) 
are  of  no  use  at  all. — London  Lancet.  April   15, 

1904. 

» 

Items  of  Interest. 

The  "  Big  Four  "  is  the  ideal  railway  line 

upon  which  to  visit  the  American  Institute  this 
summer  as  well  as  the  World's  Fair  at  St.  Louis. 
It  has  special  rates  for  either  point.  Its  service 
is  up-to-date,  its  rates  equaling  that  of  any  other 


road.  If  you  are  going  anywhere  this  summer 
either  singly  or  in  a  party  correspond  with  C. 
Jay  Collver,  Cleveland,  and  see  if  he  can't  fit  you 
out  with  special  railway  rates  over  the  Big  Four 
System. 

— "  Expectation  becomes  realization  in  all  cases 
of  localized  inflammation  where  Antiphlogistine 
is  applied." 

— The  Giant  Heater,  a  wonderful  little  affair 
to  fasten  to  your  gas  jet,  will  warm  your  room 
in  a  few  minutes  when  the  artificial  gas  alone,  or 
the  natural  gas,  would  take  a  much  greater  time 
and  very  much  more  of  expense.  It  causes  this 
heat  by  the  principle  of  outer  and  inner  domes 
being  unequally  heated,  thus  causing  a  circula- 
tion of  air  throwing  the  hot  air  down.  Try  one 
of  them  for  your  bathroom  or  your  office  when 
it  is  not  cold  enough  to  light  the  furnace,  or  the 
coal  is  out,  or  the  hired  girl  has  her  afternoon 
out.  They  are  an  inexpensive  and  a  handsome 
article,  done  in  nickel  or  brass.  Apply  to  the 
Giant  Heater  Co.,  66  and  68  Monmouth  St.. 
Springfield,  Mass. 

— It  is  necessary  every  so  often  to  "  flush  out 
the  sewers  "  in  order  to  remove  dirt  and  filth 
accumulations,  and  this  is  certainly  demanded 
following  a  hard,  cold  winter.  The  tissues 
become  loaded  with  retained  katabolic  products, 
elimination  is  sluggish,  the  phagocytes  fight 
against  heavy  odds,  and  their  "  power  for  good  " 
decreases. 

For  these  conditions,  force  the  elimination  by 
giving  Saline  Laxative  or  Salithia,  to  "  clean 
out  "  and  flush  bowels  and  kidneys ;  prevent 
decomposition  and  re-absorption  of  poisonous 
material  by  administering  W-A  Intestinal  Anti- 
septic ;  eliminate  with  Calcalith,  tone  up  with 
Sanguiferrin.     Your  cases  will  recover  rapidly. 

For  sample  and  literature,  address  The  Abbott 
Alkaloidal  Co.,  Ravenswood  Station,  Chicago, 
111. 

— The  period  for  licensing  theaters  is  past,  and 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  not  a  single  one  of  the 
Proctor  houses  was  at  any  time  in  danger  of 
losing  its  license.  Mr.  Proctor's  sole  aim  has 
been  to  provide  not  only  for  the  comfort  but  the 
entire  safety  of  his  patrons,  and  in  such  matters 
as  interest  the  Fire  Department  and  Health 
authorities,  he  has  always  been  in  advance  of  his 
brother  managers.  Moreover,  the  excellent 
system  under  which  these  houses  are  conducted 
have  left  not  a  single  loophole  for  attack  from 
an}-  source,  and  when  the  Police  Commissioner 
sat  in  judgment  upon  the  various  houses,  al- 
though there  were  many  threatened  with  extinc- 
tion. Mr.  Proctor's  theaters  were  not  in  any  way 
molested,  the  commissioners  giving  recognizance 
to  the  excellence  of  bis  management  and  the 
completeness  of  his  system.  It  is  safe  to  state 
that  no  chain  of  theaters  operated  anywhere  in 
the  country  affords  the  patrons  greater  comfort 
and  consideration  than  are  to  be  found  at  the 
various  houses  bearing  the  Proctor  name,  what- 
ever the  particular  policy  to  which  they  may  be 
devoted. 
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OVR  PORTRAITS. 


MALCOLM    E.    DOUGLASS,    M.   1)., 
Baltimore,   Mn. 


—Shredded  Wheat.     Sir? 

— Are  you  a  hayseed  ? 

— How  liked  you  the  cut-glass  finger  bowls? 

—How  much  did  you  graft  your  waiter? 

—Did  you  get  rained  on  in  the  Gorge? 

— Did  vou  see  and  admire  Beckwith's  "  plug  " 
hat? 

— Kind  of  skimpy  on  the  press  reports,  don't 
you  think  ? 

— Did  you  vote  to  limit  the  divisibility  of  mat- 
ter to  the  24th  decimal  ? 

— That  was  a  new  role  for  De  Witty  G.,  but 
he  filled  it  all  right,  all  right. 


— Royal  is   President,     (dad. 

— Did  you  get  tin-horned  anywhere  along  the 
line? 

—  Boston  gave  us  a  fine  President.  So  say 
we  all  of  us. 

— Why  did  Walton  hide  that  red  necktie  after 
the  first  day? 

— Wanted.  Dewey's  opinion  on  the  Inquisi- 
torial methods  of  the  Seniors. 

— Hahnemann's  150th  birthday  anniversary 
will  be  celebrated  at  Chicago  next  year. 

— Did  you  pay  25  cents  to  the  Railroad  com- 
mittee in  order  to  have  your  certificate  validated? 

— The  Memorial  Service  was  grand  and  beau- 
tiful and  appropriate,  thanks  to  the  chairmanship 
of  I  finsdale. 

— 'Twas  good  to  see  "  Montreal  "  Fisher  pres- 
ent with  his  eye-shade  and  firmly-secured  mouse- 
colored  hat. 

— Did  you  see  the  meeting  between  Dr.  Biggar 
and  his  daughter?  Well,  say,  it  was  sweet  and 
unconventional. 

— What  was  that  kitchen-cabinet  doing  out  on 
the  Cataract  porch  one  afternoon  under  a  black 
umbrella.     Schemes? 

— Why  didn't  you  stay  and  hear  Copeland's 
paper  in  the  materia  medica  section?  That's 
where  you  missed  it. 

— Remarkable,  isn't  it.  what  diffidence  and 
modest v  there  is  about  the  Chicago  contingent 
when  they  want  something  ': 

— Conrad  Wesselhoeft  was  feeble  bodily,  but  his 
mind,  as  always,  in  all  the  many  years  we  have 
known  him,  was  bright  and  powerful. 

— Ben  Bailey  of  Bryantown  is  rapidly  forging 
to  the  front  as  the  young  man  eloquent.  His 
impromptu  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Kinne  was 
beautiful. 

— So  Mexico  City  is  the  haven  of  all  that  is 
good  in  homeopathy  of  the  purest  of  the  pure 
kind"-  Well,  Frances  McMillan  doesn't  write 
that  way  to  us. 

— Said  Herbert  Moore:  Morse  discovered  the 
telegraph.  Hence  in  honor  of  his  memory  and 
his  discovery  we  will  not  accept  or  adopt  any- 
thing that  has  added  to  its  usefulness  since. 
Who  said  anything  about  Hahnemann? 
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— There  is  no  longer  disguising  the  fact :  Cus- 
tis  is  getting  gray. 

— Porter  had  a  pocketful  of  letters  and  affida- 
vits for  the  consumption  of  the  Local  Committee. 
But,  alas,  the  incident  was  closed. 

— Do  you  suppose  a  cat  had  anything  to  do 
with  T.  Franklin  Smith's  scratched  nose? 

— Did  you  hear  Gatchell's  tribute  to  the  dead 
in  the  Memorial  Service,  and,  sav,  wasn't  it  beau- 
tiful ? 

— But  Kinne,  dear  brother  and  friend,  you 
were  not  forgotten  ;  we  all  missed  you. 

— The  bride  was  blackly  and  perfectly  sil- 
houetted ;  but  did  she  have  her  picter  took,  hand 
clasping  that  of  the  happy  groom,  with  a  Niagara 
Falls  background  ? 

— Why  did  that  clock  in  the  main  hall  point 
continually  to  half-past  two?  Did  some  exasper- 
ated guest  kill  an  insolent  or  dilatory  waiter  in 
the  ex-dining  room  and  so  stop  the  clock  at  half- 
past  two  forever  afterwards?  You  know  mur- 
ders always  do  with  family  clocks — in  novels. 

— J.  Richey  Smith  was  re-elected  Registrar  ac- 
cording to  the  Buffalo  press.  But  he  got  off 
easy.  Think  how  it  would  have  looked  that  Wil- 
son A.  Homer  had  been  so  elected,  or  if  T. 
Franklin  Gatehill  had  been  re-elected.  One 
mustn't  be  so  darned  p'tickler. 

— Laughable  wa'n't  it.  that  forensic  oration  of 
Delamater's,  about  the  beautiful  peace  and  har- 
mony of  the  homeopathic  colleges.  Mais,  que 
voulez-vous? 

— Is  astrology  a  necessary  adjunct  of  a  materia 
medica  chair  in  a  homeopathic  college  ? 

— It  took  twenty  years  to  get  Kent  into  the 
American  Institute.     But  he's  an  acquisition. 

— M.  F.  Delano — not  Millard  Fillmore,  but 
Mellin's  Food  Delano — was  on  hand  with  his  ex- 
hibit and  some,  as  usual,  very  gentlemanly  assist- 
ants. 

— Aunty  Flo.  was  there  in  the  exhibit  room 
with  an  attendant  who  was  original  in  showing 
you  how  to  apply  antiphlogistine  in  ways  that 
you  had  never  suspected. 

— Promptly  on  Thursday  morning  the  exhibi- 
tors began  to  nail  up  their  boxes  so  that  you 
couldn't  hear  even  Cowperthwaite's  voice  twenty 
feet  away. 

— The  decorations  of  that  main  hall — well, 
say,  how  did  they  strike  you, — including,  of 
course,  that  American  flag  and  the  half-past  two 
o'clock  clock? 

— Why  didn't  Terry — not  Ellen,  of  course — 
but  the  other  one,  sit  with  the  remainder  of  the 
great  men  on  the  platform  during  the  Memorial 
Services  ? 

— The  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
thanks  the  Postal  Department  for  its  promised 
attention  to  fake  medicines  and  their  nauseous 
and  criminal  advertisements. 


— But  for  the  land's  sake,  where  was  Peck? 

— Gibson  from  St.  Louis  had  to  be  shown — 
when  he  first  came. 

— What's  the  matter  with  Biggar?  Oh,  he's 
all  right !     So  is  Sue. 

—And  so  everything  in  Cleveland  will  be  har- 
monized.    Heaven  speed  the  day. 

— Sheldon  Leavitt  was  sadly  missed.  Says  he 
is  unusually  busy  with  his  new  work. 

— Wonder  if  Beebe's  son  was  raised  on  Mel- 
lin's Food,  that  he  should  be  so  tall. 

— You  got  to  belong  to  your  State  Society  now 
before  you  can  become  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute. 

— Strickler  resorted  to  the  now  almost  forgot- 
ten fashion  of  seeding  the  main  hall  seats  with 
copies  of  Progress. 

— Talk  about  your  etikett.  Hough  of  the 
Niagara  Falls  Local  Committee  cut  us  severely 
— on  our  sore  finger. 

— What  happier  way  of  presenting  the  subject 
of  Kinne's  death  than  that  adopted  by  his  life- 
time friend,  T.  Franklin  Smith? 

— Didn't  T.  M.  Strong  of  Boston,  some  years 
ago  make  or  begin  to  make  an  index  of  the  In- 
stitute's transactions?     Ask  him. 

— Anshutz,  of  the  Horn.  Recorder,  came  early 
and  stayed  late.  He  is  a  good  looker  as  well 
as  a  fine  business  man  and  medical  editor. 

— What  is  there  about  the  eye  and  ear  busi- 
ness that  makes  its  practitioners  such  fine  materia 
medica  men  ?     Note  Bellows  and  Copeland. 

— Did  we  report  the  prayers?  Sure  thing. 
Didn't  we  lose  one  womanly  subscriber  because 
we  said  we  didn't  like  prayers  in  a  medical  work? 

— Walter  Wesselhoeft  should  have  repeated 
his  Pandora  box  story  which  he  told  in  London 
in  1896.  There  was  certainly  a  good  opportun- 
ity. 

— And  those  venerable  Seniors  initiated  their 
first  woman  senior.  Think  of  that !  A  woman 
fearless  enough  to  admit  age  enough  to  be  a 
Senior. 

■ — If  the  International  Homeopathic  Congress 
doesn't  come  to  this  country  until  1906,  then  we 
will  take  our  next  trip  abroad  in  1905.  Want 
to  go  along? 

— J.  Richey  Smith,  nee  Horner,  got  his  pic- 
ture in  the  Cleveland  Plaindealer  because  he  had 
been  the  only  Cleveland  doctor  who  got  anything 
out  of  the  ballot-box.     Lucky  man ! 

— Delamater  is  going  to  have  Dieffenbach  give 
him — D. — Delamater  not  Dieffenbach — some  new 
hair-making  treatments.  Please  put  it  on  black 
this  time,  Noble,  not  ginger-red  as  formerly. 

— Boericke  &  Tafel  gave  us  a  bust  of  T.  F. 
Allen.  Perhaps  ere  long  the  long-promised  bust 
of  Helmuth  will  be  sent  us  by  the  N.  Y.  Horn. 
Med.  College.  Those  effete  eastern  people  are 
so  conservative  and  slow,  don't  ver  know? 
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HDateria  fiDcMca  fl&tecellans. 

Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD   ALLEN,    M,   D.,  no  West 
1 2th  Street,   New  York. 

References  in  thi»  department  are    made   by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Conium  As  a  Tonic. 

E.  D.  Simpson,  M.  D.3  after  stating  the  vari- 
ous common  uses  of  this  drug,  believes  that  it  is 
very  serviceable  as  a  tonic,  and  says: 

My  experience  has  taught  me  that  in  neuras- 
thenia, anaemia,  malnutrition,  convalescence  from 
acute  diseases,  and  in  chronic  conditions,  in 
which  muscular  weakness,  especially  of  the  lower 
extremities,  is  marked,  conium  acts  as  a  verita- 
ble tonic,  soon  changing  the  picture  to  one  of 
normal  muscular  strength.  It  matters  not.  in 
these  cases,  whether  there  be  concomitant  cerebral 
or  psychic  depression ;  nor  does  age  seem  to 
cause  any  difference  in  result ;  young  and  old 
alike  respond  and  frequently  ask  for  more  of  the 
"  tonic." 

I  have  found  it  especially  serviceable  in  con- 
valescence from  la  grippe,  quickly  relieving  the 
psychic  and  physical  depression  following  the  on- 
slaught of  that  protean  malady;  similarly,  after 
recovery  from  typhoid  and  malaria,  it  has  been 
a  boon,  quite  replacing  the  numerous  tonics  with 
which  our  stores  are  overstocked. 

Arsenicum  Album. 

The  season  of  gastric  and  intestinal  troubles 
being  at  hand,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  Geo. 
Royal,  M.  D.,  says  that  ice  water,  ice  cream,  and 
unripe  fruit  will  cause  seven-tenths  of  the  cases 
requiring  ars. 

The  other  three-tenths  we  may  charge  up  to 
"  inherited  tendency  "  or  the  "  dyscrasias."  Ir- 
ritability of  the  stomach,  as  shown  by  nausea  and 
the  immediate  vomiting  of  all  that  is  taken  into 
the  stomach  is  your  leading  characteristic. 

Burning  is  your  characteristic  sensation.  In- 
tense thirst  for  small  quantities  of  water,  restless- 
ness, frequent  dark-colored,  watery  stools,  high 
fever,  and  great  prostration  complete  one  group 
of  arsenicum  symptoms. 

Now  if  to  the  general  soreness  and  tenderness 
you  add  soreness  and  tenderness  worse  in  spots, 
and  vomiting  of  turbid  brown-blood  streaked  in- 
gesta,  with  marked  aggravation  of  the  burning 
pain  and  soreness  immediately  after  eating  or 
after  cold  drink,  yon  have  the  second  group  of 
symptoms.  The  addition  of  the  nodular  feeling 
and  the  peculiar  cachexia,  such  as  you  have 
twice  seen  in  our  clinic  this  term,  will  give  you 
the  third  group.  Whether  the  condition  be  gas- 
tralgia,  acute  gastritis,  ulcer,  or  cancer,  remem- 
ber the  symptoms  are  always  violent  and  the 
course  rapid.  The  most  marked  amelioration  in 
all  these  cases  is  from  heat. 


Spinal  Irritation. 

Dewey,20  in  his  lecture  at  the  X.  Y.  Horn.  Med. 
College  gave  these  comparisons  with  cimicifuga: 

There  is  a  condition  you  will  frequently 
meet  with  which  is  known  as  spinal  irritation,  and 
we  have  three  or  four  remedies  which  are  very 
useful  in  that  condition;  one  of  these  is  cimici- 
fuga. It  is  indicated  when  the  upper  and  lower 
cervical  vertebrae  arc  sensitive  to  pressure;  the 
patient  cannot  lean  back  in  the  chair  on  account 
of  the  pain.  If  reflex  from  uterine  troubles  it 
is  all  the  more  indicated.  In  multiple  neuritis 
from  alcohol,  cimicifuga,  according  to  O'Connor, 
is  the  first  remedy. 

Natrum  muriaticum  also  has  spinal  irritation; 
there  is  sensitiveness  between  the  vertebrae,  but 
the  patient  is  better  lying  flat  on  the  back.  An- 
other indication  is  paralysis  from  weakness  of  the 
Spine  and  especially  if  due  to  emotional  troubles 
like  grief  or  anger. 

Phvsostignia  is  another  remedy;  it  has  all  sorts 
of  burning  and  twinging  sensations  in  the  spine, 
numb  hands,  jerking  of  limbs  on  falling,  also,  and 
perhaps  rigidity  and  tetanic  spasms  of  the  back. 

Agaricus  has  tingling  or  formication  of  the 
back,  itching  and  burning  of  the  skin  as  if  frost 
bitten,  twitching  of  the  muscles,  especially  the 
eyelids,  and  a  sensation  as  if  cold  needles  were 
thrust  into  the  skin. 

Zincum  metallicum  is  the  remedy  when  spinal 
irritation  goes  on  to  partial  paralysis,  and  there 
is  aching  in  the  back  about  the  last  dorsal  ver- 
tebrae, worse  from  sitting.  There  is  especially 
weakness  of  the  legs. 

Cocculus  is  a  useful  remedy  in  women  with 
weak  spine  and  a  paralytic  aching  in  the  small 
of  the  back;  the  patient  can  hardly  walk  and 
there  is  an  aching,  gone  feeling  in  the  spine. 

Nux  vomica.  In  men  this  aching  of  the  back 
sometimes  occurs  as  a  result  of  sexual  excesses, 
and  then  nux  is  the  remedy. 

Kobalt  has  backache  worse  from  sitting  due  to 
sexual  excesses;  there  is  great  weakness  of  the 
legs.  It  seems  to  fit  in  with  zincum,  nux,  and 
cimicifuga  with  a  symptom  of  each. 

There  may  be  with  cimicifuga  sharp,  lightning- 
like pains  that  may  occur  in  any  part  of  the  body, 
and  so  may  be  found  useful  in  the  pains  of  spinal 
sclerosis. 

Thallium,  which  is  the  most  poisonous  metal 
known,  causes  neuralgic,  spasmodic  pains,  and 
has  been  prescribed  with  success  in  the  horrible 
pains  of  syphilitic  spinal  sclerosis. 

Magnesia   Phosphorica  in  Dysmenorrhea. 

Dr.  E.  T.  Gill  14  believes  that  in  painful  men- 
struation there  are  a  number  of  cases  where 
magnesia  phosphorica  will  perform  wonders,  and 
that  right  quickly.  In  that  class  of  cas  s,  where 
the  pains  are  spasmodic,  severe,  cramping,  where 
the  patient  will  be  found  bent  double,  perhaps 
just  preceding  the  flow,  where  there  seems  some 
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relief  from  hot  applications,  here  is  where  mag- 
nesia phosphorica  relieves  quickly,  completely, 
and  permanently  for  that  month  at  least.  Here 
is  the  way  I  give  it  in  these  cases :  Not  long  ago 
I  was  called  at  i  a.  m.  to  a  case  having  the  symp- 
toms just  described.  After  a  good-morning  and 
a  pleasant  look  to  others  of  the  family  who  were 
losing  sleep  I  approached  the  patient,  an  unmar- 
ried woman  under  thirty.  She  was  suffering  so 
much  it  was  no  time  to  talk.  I  only  asked :  "  It 
is  time  for  you  to  be  unwell,  is  it  not?  "  To  her 
reply  of  yes  I  called  for  a  cupful  of  hot  water. 
Into  this  I  dissolved  a  level  teaspoonful  of  mag- 
nesia phosphorica  3X  powder.  Of  this  I  gave  a 
teaspoonful,  which  was  repeated  in  less  than  five 
minutes.  Nothing  else  was  done  or  given.  In 
a  few  minutes  the  pain  vanished.  For  tact  sake 
I  left  viburnum  opulus,  to  be  given  every  hour 
if  required.  I  was  not  in  the  house  fifteen  min- 
utes. I  learned  after  that  nothing  had  been  taken 
after  I  left,  and  that  she  immediately  went  to 
sleep.  With  the  same  remedy  I  have  relieved 
many  such  cases  just  as  quickly,  and  hope  many 
of  you  can  report  the  same  success. 

If  magnesia  phosphorica  is  the  remedy  you  will 
get  quick  response  and  little  time  is  lost  by  wait- 
ing. If  I  do  not  get  a  quick  result  I  choose  an- 
other remedy,  therefore  I  rarely  leave  magnesia 
phosphorica  to  be  given  in  these  acute  cases.  If 
it  is  the  properly  selected  remedy  I  can  afford 
to  wait.  I  always  give  it  alone  and  in  hot  water 
where  possible,  as  it  certainly  acts  more  quickly, 
and  again  pain  is  often  aggravated  by  taking 
anything  cold. 

Podophyllum  Peltatum. 

C.  Zbinden,  M.  D.,  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, states  that  no  complete  proving  has  been 
made  with  this  remedy.  Some  of  the  symptoms 
it  has  produced  in  healthy  persons  are  the  follow- 
ing :  Great  sleepiness  in  day  time,  tired  feeling  in 
the  earh'  evening  hours,  heavy  sleep,  mental  de- 
pression, vertigo,  head  feels  dull,  heavy ;  pain  in 
forehead,  with  diarrhea,  paroxysms  of  severe 
headache,  with  darkness  before  the  eyes ;  rheu- 
matoid pains,  fever,  chills,  heat  and  sweat;  pu- 
trid taste,  white  coating  of  the  tongue,  no  appe- 
tite, or  great  hunger,  eructations  with  sour  taste, 
desire  for  acids,  nausea  and  vomiting  of  food, 
with  putrid  odor,  pyrosis  and  gastralgia,  vomit- 
ing of  foamy  and  slimy  fluid,  or  of  bile  and 
blood :  great  thirst.  Pain  in  the  region  of  liver 
and  spleen,  colic  with  retracted  abdomen,  in  case 
of  poisoning,  gastro-enteritis  with  tympanitis; 
stool  soft,  of  the  consistency  of  mush,  or  watery, 
of  different  colors — yellow,  green,  and  white, 
sometimes  mixed  with  blood,  or  like  gelatine ; 
prolapse  of  anus. 

E.  B.  Nash  (Leaders)  says:  Podophyllum  is  a 
powerful  cathartic.  The  diarrhea  of  podophyl- 
lum is  characterized  by  (i)  the  profuseness  of 
the  stool;  (2)  the  offensiveness  of  the  stool;  (3) 
the  aggravations  in  the  morning,  hot  weather, 


and  during  dentition.  Concomitants  are  pro- 
lapsus ani ;  sleep  with  eyes  half  closed,  rolling 
of  the  head  from  side  to  side,  moaning,  frequent 
gagging  or  empty  retching. 

I  have  used  this  remedy  mostly  for  diarrhea 
and  cholera  infantum.  In  former  years  I  some- 
times used  podophyllin,  but  have  abandoned  it 
and  now  use  nothing  else  but  preparations  of  the 
homeopathic  tincture,  with  much  better  results. 

Natrum  Sulphuricum. 

A  correspondent 6  believes  that  this  is  a  re- 
markable remedy  in  asthma,  and  will  probably 
cure,  or  relieve,  more  cases  of  that  disease  than 
any  other  remedy.  In  the  case  of  a  gentleman 
who  was  about  to  try  a  change  of  climate  to  get 
relief,  he  was  put  on  natrum  sulph.  i2x,  and 
relief  was  so  great  that  he  thankfully  remained 
at  home.  This  is  only  one  of  many  cases  we 
have  heard  of  cured  by  this  remedy. 

[This  remedy  is  called  for  more  especially 
when  the  attacks  come  on  at  4  or  5  A.  m.  with 
cough  and  raising  of  glossy  slime ;  copious 
greenish  expectoration  and  vomiting  after  eat- 
ing. The  patient  is  apt  to  have  a  sycotic  taint 
and  is  always  worse  in  damp,  rainy  weather.") 

Apocynum  Cannabinum. 

Lyman  Watkins,  M.  D.,  Eclec.  Med.  Jour., 
says :  The  cases  calling  for  apocynum  are  those 
in  which  there  is  feeble  and  irregular  pulse,  a 
weakness  of  the  heart  and  a  flabby  and  relaxed 
condition  of  the  blood  and  lymphatic  vessel?,  in 
short,  when  a  general  relaxation  of  the  circula- 
tory system  retards  absorption  of  surrounding 
lymph  and  permits  exudation  through  the  de- 
bilitated walls;  there  is  no  structural  lesion,  but 
rather  vascular  atonicity.  With  these  indications 
well  marked,  apocynum  becomes  a  remedy  of  real 
value.  It  does  not  matter  in  regard  to  the  age, 
sex,  or  social  status  of  the  patient,  nor  does  the 
region  or  part  of  the  body  affected  have  any 
special  influence  upon  the  action  of  the  remedy. 
Hydrocephalus,  hydropericardium,  hydrothorax, 
ascites,  anasarca,  watery  fullness  of  tissue  any- 
where as  shown  by  puffiness  and  pitting  on  pres- 
sure, will  be  relieved  by  apocynum.  In  some 
cases  the  remedy  acts  so  quickly  and  thoroughly 
that  it  has  been  termed  "  the  vegetable  trocar." 

King's  Dispensatory  gives  the  following  indi- 
cations for  apocynum :  "  Watery  fullness  of  the 
cellular  tissues,  oedema,  puffiness  of  eyelids,  and 
wrinkled  lids  as  if  the  parts  had  recently  been 
swollen,  feet  full  and  ©edematous,  pitting  on  pres- 
sure ;  constipation  with  oedema,  scanty  urine,  skin 
glistening,  circulation  sluggish,  passive  hemor- 
rhages small  in  amount  with  great  depression, 
menorrhagia,  full  and  relaxed  uterus."  After  all 
the  above  are  but  symptoms  of  almost  any  form 
of  dropsy  and  are  not  indications  for  the  use  of 
apocynum  only  in  so  far  as  they  are  the  result 
of  a  weak  heart  and  flabby  blood-vessels,  which 
alone  are  the  essential  indications  for  this  remedy; 
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BY  W.  A.  DEWEY,  M.  D.,  ANN 'ARBOR. 
MICH. 


Preparation. — The  spongy  platinum  triturated. 

General  Action. — Platinum  finds  no  place 
among  the  therapeutics  of  the  allopathic  school. 
Our  knowledge  of  its  action  is  derived  from  prov- 
ings  by  Stapf  and  Gross,  two  disciples  of 
Hahnemann.  It  is  pre-eminently  a  woman's 
remedy.  Its  centers  of  action  are  on  the  female 
sexual  organs,  brain,  and  spine,  depressing  them. 
Before  Hahnemann  nobody  had  ever  used  plati- 
num as  a  drug.  Nobody  could  have  supposed 
this  drug  was  possessed  of  medicinal  properties 
unless  guided  by  the  laws  of  dynamization  and 
cure.  We  have  said  that  it  depresses  the  nerve 
centers.  There  is  a  strong  tendency  to  para- 
lysis and  anaesthesia,  localized  numbness  and 
coldness  produced  by  the  drug.  The  great 
splanchnic  nerves,  distributed  in  the  abdomen, 
and  in  particular  the  nerves  of  the  uterine  sys- 
tem given  off  from  the  hypogastric  plexus  are 
especially  affected  by  platinum.  A  lack  of  en- 
ergy, a  lack  of  electric  tension  of  the  nerves  seems 
to  be  expressed  by  the  symptoms.  It  has  not 
special  symptoms  pointing  to  hyperemia,  con- 
gestion, or  inflammation,  hence  no  alterations  in 
the  pulse.  Platinum  does  not  directly  affect  the 
blood  life,  but  it  depresses  and  despotizes, 
weakens  the  nervous  life.  With  this  clew  we  will 
be  able  to  understand  its  symptomatology.  Here 
the  mental  symptoms  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance. 

Mental. — The  key-note  to  the  mental  condition 
is  self-exaltation  and  contempt  for  others  There 
is  an  arrogant,  proud  feeling,  contemptuous, 
pitiful  looking  down  on  others.  Everything  and 
everybody  is  beneath  her.  So  she  gets  out  of 
sorts  with  the  whole  world,  everything  seems  too 
narrow,  she  gets  restless,  sad,  life  gets  weari- 
some, the  most  joyful  things  depress  her. 

Xow  a  very  peculiar  physical  condition  is  apt 
to  accompany  this  mental  state.  Objects  actually 
look  smaller  than  they  are.  On  entering  a  room 
after  a  walk,  everything  looks  small,  the  room 
looks  gloomy  and  unpleasant.  This  condition 
may  be  found  in  hysterical  patients,  objects  ap- 
pear smaller  than  they  really  are  with  spasm  of 
the  eyelids.  There  is  alternation  of  cheerfulness 
and  sadness,  laughing  and  weeping  that  is  pecul- 
iar to  hysteria,  but  platinum  is  especially  appro- 
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priate  in  that  form  of  hysteria  in  which  the  dis- 
position to  wee] i,  and  fear  of  death,  which  is 
thought  to  be  at  hand  accompany.  Another  fre- 
quent trouble  found  in  hysteria  is  the  so-called 
clavus  hystericus,  peculiar  tense  headache  con- 
fined to  a  small  spot.  Platinum  has  this  very 
marked  cramp-like  squeezing  pain,  compression, 
constriction  about  forehead  and  right  temple. 
The  pain  increases  and  decreases  gradually.  Pro- 
sopalgia with  a  numb  feeling  in  the  malar  bones 
as  if  the  parts  were  between  screws.  Pain  at 
the  root  of  the  nose  as  though  squeezed  in  a 
vise  and  followed  by  tingling  and  numbness.  A 
peculiarity  of  the  platinum  pains  besides,  is  that 
they  become  worse  by  sitting  and  standing,  and 
better  by  walking.  Another  characteristic  feat- 
ure is  the  evening  aggravation  and  the  accom- 
panying sensation  of  cold  and  chilliness,  thus 
there  is  a  feeling  of  coldness,  creeping,  and  numb- 
ness in  the  whole  right  side  of  the  face. 

Female  Sexual  ( )rgans. — Hypersensitiveness  is 
the  great  guiding  symptom.  The  parts  are  ex- 
cessively sensitive  to  touch,  cannot  bear  the  nap- 
kins usually  applied.  Constant  titillation  or 
tingling  in  the  sexual  organs  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. This  may  excite  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tim to  such  a  degree  as  to  produce  that  horrible 
disease,  nymphomania.  The  ovaries  are  very 
-i  nsitive  and  are  the  seat  of  burning  pains, 
menses  too  early,  too  profuse  and  consist  of  dark 
clotted  blood.  They  are  accompanied  by  spasms 
and  by  painful  hearing  down  in  the  uterine  region 
with  chilliness  and  sensitiveness  of  parts. 
(  hamomilla  has  dark  menses  but  the  mental 
symptoms  will  easily  distinguish.  Metrorrhagia 
or  menorrhagia  with  sensation  as  if  the  body  were 
growing  larger  every  day.  Uterine  hemorrhaj 
copious  and  often  returning.  In  the  treatment  of 
uterine  hemorrhage  the  color  and  consistence  of 
the  blood  furnish  the  valuable  characteristics  of 
the  remedy.  In  platinum  it  is  very  dark,  thick. 
and  tarry,  not  so  much  coagulated,  accompanied 
by  dragging  and  pressing  downwards  and  with 
this  unnatural  sensibility  of  the  genital  organs. 
The  disturbances  caused  by  platinum  consist 
chiefly  in  certain  spasmodic  affections  and  pains 
and  too  early  appearance  of  the  flow,  but  this  does 
not  result  from  congestive  overloading  of  the 
uterus  with  blood  as  with  crocus  and  belladonna, 
but  from  atony  of  the  nerves  and  vessels  of  the 
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uterus,  whereby  a  condition  resembling  anaemia 
is  induced  which  is  indicated  in  the  symptoms  of 
the  platinum  prover,  namely ;  pale,  sunken  face, 
pale,  wretched  aspect  for  several  days,  and  also 
by  the  painful  sensibility  with  almost  constant 
internal  chilliness  and  external  objective  coldness. 
There  is  weakness  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  pain 
in  back  and  small  of  back,  numbness  in  the 
coccyx.  Very  weary,  relaxed,  and  prostrated. 
Platinum  is  one  of  our  remedies  for  painful 
coitus,  others  being  sepia,  belladonna,  kreosote, 
and  apis. 

Stool. — Constipation  from  inertia  of  the 
bowels.  The  stool  is  retarded,  fceces  scanty, 
hard,  evacuated  with  difficulty,  it  adheres  to  the 
rectum  and  anus  like  soft  clay  or  putty.  A  sticky 
stool.  Constipation  of  emigrants  and  travelers, 
those  who  are  constantly  changing  their  food 
and  water.  Frequent  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
pass  stool.  Painter's  colic,  pain  in  umbilical 
region  extending  through  the  back,  pressing  and 
bearing-down  in  abdomen,  extending  into  pelvis. 
Platinum  antidotes  the  bad  effect  of  lead. 

PALLADIUM. 

\ 

Preparation. — Triturations   of   the   metal. 

The  mental  symptoms  of  palladium  are  in 
many  respects  similar  to  those  of  platinum. 
There  is  much  mental  excitement,  the  patient  is 
inclined  to  weep,  is  worse  the  day  following  an 
evening's  entertainment.  They  imagine  them- 
selves neglected  and  their  pride  is  easily  wounded. 
Oversensitiveness  to  offense.  Attaches  great  im- 
portance to  the  good  opinion  of  others  which  is 
the  opposite  to  platinum. 

Headache  across  the  top  of  the  head  from  ear 
to  ear  is  a  most  characteristic  symptom. 

Face  sallow,  blue  rings  around  eyes,  nausea, 
constipation.  Soreness  of  abdomen  with  down- 
ward presure.  Knife-like  pains  in  the  uterus, 
tired  feeling  in  small  of  back,  sore  and  bruised 
feeling  all  over.  Heaviness  as  of  lead  deep  in 
the  pelvis,  worse  from  exertion  and  standing. 
Swelling  of  the  right  ovary,  bearing-down  ;  jelly- 
like leucorrhcea.  The  tiredness  is  characteristic. 
Helonias  has  this  also. 


— The  asylum  for  insane  Indians,  at  Couton, 
S.  D.,  has  been  completed  and  accepted  by  Super- 
intendent Pierce  on  behalf  of  the  Government. 
The  building  cost  $54,000.  This  is  the  only  in- 
sane hospital  for  Indians  in  the  United  States. 


The   Application    of  the   Knowledge  of   Homeo- 
pathy to  Practice. 

BY    MALCOLM    E.    DOUGLASS,    M.    D.,    BALTIMORE. 

"  The  Organon "  very  plainly  teaches  the 
proper  methods  of  the  application  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  homeopathy  to  practice,  and  the  thera- 
peutic law  is  expressed  by  the  words,  "  Similia 
similibus  curantur,"  or,  in  other  words,  sick  per- 
sons are  to  be  cured  by  drugs  which  produce  in 
the  healthy  symptoms  similar  to  those  of  the  sick 
persons. 

Using  the  word  symptom  as  we  do,  in  its 
broadest  sense,  to  include  every  fact  that  can  be 
ascertained  or  observed  by  the  medical  practi- 
tioner, both  objective  and  subjective,  the  symp- 
toms of  a  patient  comprise  all  that  can  be  known 
respecting  the  patient's  disease. 

This  therapeutic  law  speaks  of  two  classes  of 
symptoms : 

1.  Those  of  the  patient;  and 

2.  Those  produced  in  the  healthy  subject  by  a 
drug.  If  the  latter  be  similar  to  the  former,  then 
the  drug  which  produced  the  latter  will  remove 
the  former. 

This  statement  points  to  two  subjects  for  our 
study— the  symptoms  respectively  of  the  sick  per- 
sons and  of  drug  provings. 

Symptoms  may  be  objective  or  subjective. 
Objective  symptoms  comprise  everything  which 
the  physician  can  take  cognizance  of  the  sick  per- 
son, by  the  aid  of  his  five  senses  assisted  or  un- 
assisted. 

Subjective  symptoms  are  those  of  which  we 
get  a  knowledge  through  the  medium  of  the  pa- 
tient's own  intelligence  and  testimony.  They 
comprise  the  various  sensations,  pains,  and  ab- 
normal feelings,  the  infinite  variety  of  unwonted 
thoughts,  emotions,  sentiments,  dreams,  and 
visions  which  diversify  the  existence  of  the  sick 
person. 

To  these  varieties  of  symptoms  must  be  added 
a  third,  which  modifies  the  former,  namely,  the 
symptoms  comprised  in  the  previous  history  of 
the  case.  These  will  show  us  any  constitutional 
taint  or  miasm  in  the  patient,  and  by  teaching  us 
his  habits  and  idiosyncrasies  very  often  enable  us 
to  decide  how  much  weight  to  attach  to  one  or 
another  subjective  or  objective  symptom. 

The  law  requires  us  to  compare  the  aggregate 
of  symptoms  presented  by  the  patient  with  the 
symptoms  produced  by  drugs  that  are  known  to 
us :  and  to  select  for  the  case  the  drug  of  which 
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the  symptoms  are  most  similar  to  those  of  the 
patient. 

The  symptoms  which  a  patieni  presents  do  not 

constitute  the  essence  of  the  disease;  they  are  not 
the  disease  itself,  they  are  onl)  a  result  of  the 
di-~ea.se.  If  no  symptoms  of  disease  present 
themselves  to  aid  scrutiny,  we  cannot  know  that 
disease  exists.  It  is,  therefore,  strictly  correct 
to  say  that  we  recognize  the  existence  of  dis- 
ease only  through  the  existence  of  its  symptoms. 
It  is  manifest,  then,  that  if  we  can  cause  the 
permanent  cessation  and  disappearance  of  symp- 
toms we  shall  have  effected  an  annihilation  of 
the  disease,  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge  of 
this  matter. 

The  all-important  point  is  the  fact  that  our  law 
requires  that  the  aggregate  or  totality  of  the 
symptoms  be  made  the  hasis  of  the  prescription. 

How  shall  we  study  and  arrange  this  totality 
of  the  symptoms  so  as  to  make  a  prescription  in 
accordance  with  it  ? 

The  therapeutic  law  requires  us  to  select  a  drug 
of  which  the  symptoms  produced  on  the  healthy 
are  most  similar  to  those  of  the  patient.  We  are 
to  make  a  comparison  between  the  aggregate  of 
tlu-  patient's  symptoms  and  the  symptoms  of  the 
drugs  in  the  materia  medica,  in  order  that  we 
may  find  among  these  drugs  that  one  drug  of 
which  the  symptoms  are  the  most  similar.  The 
symptoms  of  a  large  number  of  drugs  may  pre- 
sent some  similarity  to  each  other  and  to  the  case 
in  hand.  A  few  will  be  very  similar,  and  it  may 
be  very  difficult  to  select  from  these  that  one 
which  is  most  similar.  The  spirit  of  the  whole 
process  is  one  of  individualization.  We  take 
groups  of  drugs  and  analyze  the  symptoms  they 
present,  and  select  the  one  or  the  few  that  seem 
similar,  and  if  there  are  several  we  analyze  again, 
and  select  from  among  these  that  one  which  is  the 
most  similar. 

In  this  painstaking  way,  and  in  this  way  only, 
are  we  enabled  to  apply  correctly  our  knowledge 
of  homeopathy  to  pracice. 

All  of  us  have,  at  some  time  in  the  course  of 
our  practice,  selected  the  remedy  for  a  given  case, 
strictly  according  to  these  principles,  and  have 
been  astonished  and  gratified  at  the  result.  It 
is  in  such  cases  that  we  feel  like  patting  our- 
selves on  the  back. 

Probably  each  one  of  us  can  recall  to  mind 
cases  in  our  individual  practice,  where  the  relief 
of  pain  has  been  almost  magical ;  where  symptoms 
of  a  very  severe  and  grave  character  have  been 


relieved  in  a  manner  little  short  of  miraculous, 
and  the  patient,  apparently  doomed  to  die,  has 
been  restored  to  his  normal  condition  of  health. 
simply  from  the  scientific  application  of  our 
knowledge  of  homeopathy  to  thi  case  in  hand. 
Gentlemen,  a  report  of  some  of  these  cases  would 
be  of  great  interest  and  benefit  to  us.  Please  un- 
load. 

1  recall  one  case  that  occurred  a  few  months 
since  within  a  few  blocks  f>i  where  we  are  now 
gathered.  The  patient,  a  little  girl  of  seven  sum- 
mers, had  what  is  termed  typhoid  fever.  The 
attending  physician  at  his  morning  call  informed 
the  parents  of  the  child,  that  all  had  been  done 
that  was  possible,  and  that  the  child  would  prob- 
ably  die  ahout  midnight.  It  was  during  the  week- 
following  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  the  Christ- 
mas tree  was  still  standing  in  the  parlor,  laden 
with  tinsels,  candles,  candies,  and  other  things  to 
please  the  childish  fancy,  waiting  for  the  little  one 
to  see  when  she  should  recover.  After  the  doctor 
had  rendered  his  prognosis,  the  tree  was  stripped 
of  its  various  ornaments,  and  removed,  and  the 
parlor  made  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  still 
form  of  the  little  darling  in  her  casket;  the  burial 
clothes  were  selected  and  laid  aside  for  use  when 
the  visit  of  the  dread  angel  of  death  was  made; 
notices  were  sent  to  relatives  living  out  of  town 
informing  them  of  the  doctor's  awful  verdict, 
and  that  the  funeral  would  probably  be  on  the 
following  Sunday. 

About  one  o'clock  that  afternoon  I  was  visit- 
ing a  little  patient  who  lived  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  and  my  patient's  mother  told  me 
of  the  heavy  sorrow  in  the  home  of  her  little 
daughter's  playmate,  and  expressed  the  wish  that 
I  would  go  with  her  to  see  the  child.  I  told  her 
I  would  go  if  the  parents  were  willing,  as  the 
physician  in  attendance  had  told  them  he  would 
not  call  again  unless  sent  for. 

I  saw  the  child  and  after  careful  questioning 
and  study  of  the  case,  made  up  my  mind  that  that 
child  would  not  die,  and  the  funeral  should  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  A  perfect  picture  of 
arsenicum  album  was  present,  and  had  been  pres- 
ent from  the  beginning  of  the  sickness.  Without 
holding  out  any  encouragement,  or  raising  false 
hopes,  other  than  to  reply  to  the  question.  "  What 
do  you  think  of  her?  "  with,  While  there  is  life 
there  is  hope,  I  gave  the  thug  in  the  20Oth,  and 
sat  by  the  bedside  a  while;  being  compelled  to  at- 
tend to  some  other  work,  1  left,  to  return  later 
in  the  evening  t.>  find  no  change  for  the  worse, 
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but  instead  less  restlessness,  etc.,  and  remained 
till  long  past  midnight  waiting  for  the  visit  of  the 
angel  of  death. 

One  day  last  week  while  walking  down  the 
same  street,  this  same  little  girl,  now  the  picture 
of  perfect  health,  with  glowing  cheeks  and 
sparkling  eyes,  came  running  with  outstretched 
arms  to  meet  me,  and  not  in  the  spirit  either. 
♦     ♦ 

The  Bacteriology  of  To-Day.* 

BY    CLARK    E.    HETHERIXGTOX,    M.    D.,    PIQUA,    O. 

There  is  an  element  in  all  schools  of  practice 
and  perhaps  especially  in  the  homeopathic  school, 
a  contingent  which  is  inclined  to  look  with  sus- 
picion and  doubt,  if  not  with  ridicule,  upon  any 
claims  which  the  bacteriologist  makes  in  deter- 
mining the  causative  factors  of  disease. 

The  physiologist  may  elaborate  his  theses,  the 
pathologist  spin  his  web  of  theories  in  his  special 
department  and  his  explanations  of  phenomena, 
be  they  physical  or  mechanical,  meet  with  no 
skepticism ;  but  the  bacteriologist,  he  that  deals 
with  the  germ,  labors  under  suspicion.  Perhaps 
this  suspicion  is  to  a  degree  justifiable,  in  that  he 
has  as  yet  given  us  a  very  narrow  strait  connect- 
ing the  great  seas  of  disease  and  cure. 

It  is  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  an 
age  of  science,  that  the  cause  of  disease,  not  one 
factor,  but  all,  should  be  sought. 

No  intelligent  physician  will  ignore  the  cause 
of  disease  if  it  is  to  be  discovered,  any  more  than 
he  will  ignore  its  phenomena.  Bacteriologv  has 
given  us  the  first  facts  regarding  the  causation  of 
disease  which  are  tenable.  This  of  course  within 
the  scope  of  those  pathological  conditions  whose 
presence  cannot  be  otherwise  explained. 

However,  the  suspicion  of  the  present  rests 
chiefly  upon  those,  who  in  their  ardor  have  seen 
in  bacteria  the  only  cause  worth  considering, 
and  in  their  destruction,  the  cure  and  prevention 
of  a  large  number  of  human  ills. 

The  first  few  years  of  the  germ  theory  saw 
the  exploitation  of  antiseptic  surgery  with  all  of 
its  excesses.  Sober  judgment  and  experience 
have  at  the  present  day  come  to  the  rescue  with  a 
surgery  that  may  more  rightly  be  termed  aseptic. 

In  therapeutics  the  day  of  the  internal  or  in- 
testinal antiseptic  and  all  that  sort,  is  rapidlv  giv- 
ing place  to  more  rational  methods. 

Bacteriological  science  is  to-day  seeking  to 
imitate     Nature's    cures    and    is    studying    the 

*  Ohio  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  of  Columbus. 


phenomena  of  immunity,  natural,  acquired,  and 
artificial.  There  is  going  on  the  work  of  finding 
out  what  susceptibility  means  in  terms  of  the 
body-chemistry.  This  turn  from  the  old  thera- 
peutics began  again  upon  the  demonstfation  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  antitoxin  of  diphtheria.  The 
serum  therapy  is  by  no  means  a  novelty.  Im- 
munization and  cure  are  the  two  uses  to  which 
the  various  sera  have  been  put.  Vaccine  virus 
is  the  one  serum  longest  in  use,  and  its  efficacy  is 
undoubted,  although  there  is  much  doubt  as  to 
the  entire  wisdom  of  its  present  manner  of  ad- 
ministration. Coley's  mixture,  in  malignant 
growths ;  Pasteur's  work  in  the  prophylaxis  of 
hydrophobia  ;  the  "  streptolytic  "  sera  of  to-day  ; 
and  the  antitoxin  of  diphtheria,  have  sufficiently 
demonstrated  their  wide  range  of  usefulness. 
And  if  any  method  of  treatment  or  any  remedy 
demonstrates  its  efficacy  in  a  large  percentage  of 
cases  it  is  worthy  of  acceptance  as  a  remedy,  just 
as  much  as  iron,  arsenic,  and  mercury. 

Immunity  has  found  one  explanation  in  the 
phagocytic  theory  of  Metchnikoff.  After  the 
discovery  by  Behring  of  the  antitoxin  of  diph- 
theria, Ehrlich  after  a  series  of  experiments,  ad- 
vanced the  following  conception  :  "  Toxins  which 
in  the  living  body  lead  to  the  production  of  anti- 
toxins, have  this  capacity  only  through  the  pos- 
session of  specific  affinities  called  haptophore 
groups,  for  corresponding  haptophore  groups  be- 
longing to  side  chains  or  receptors  of  certain 
cellular  constituents  of  the  body,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  appropriation  of  receptors, 
others  of  like  nature  are  produced  in  excess  of 
the  needs  of  the  cells,  and  these  being  shed  into 
the  blood,  there  constitute  the  antitoxins." 

The  essence  of  Ehrlich's  theory  is  thus  tersely 
put  bv  Behring :  The  same  substance  when  in  the 
cells  of  the  living  body  is  the  prerequisite  and 
condition  for  an  intoxication  becomes  the  means 
of  cure  when  it  exists  in  the  circulating  blood. 
Taking  other  poisons  in  their  toxic  action  upon 
the  living  cells.  Flexner  and  Xoguchi  have 
shown  that  "  the  toxic  action  of  the  snake 
venoms  depends  upon  the  presence  of  inter- 
mediary bodies  with  affinities  for  different  cells, 
the  complements  being  contained  not  in  the 
venom,  but  in  the  cells  and  fluids  of  the  animal 
acted  upon." 

Keves  has  shown  that  in  the  case  of  the  cobra 
poison,  "  the  necessary  complement  in  hemolysis 
may  be  found  within  the  red  cells  of  certain  ani- 
mals (endo  complement)  and  further  that  lecithin 
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may  act  as  a  complement  and  complete  the  hemo- 
lytic potency  of  the  venom."  These  experiments 
show  that  our  serum  and  cells  contain  substances 
that  may  be  turned  against  our  own  cells  by  the 
intervention   of  a   foreign   intermediary   body. 

Further  study  has  led  Professor  Welch  to  ad- 
vance the  hypothesis  that  since  the  mere  disinte- 
gration of  dead  bacteria  does  not  sufficiently  ex- 
plain the  production  of  toxins,  there  are  cell 
poisons  of  bacterial  origin  produced  by  special 
stimuli  from  the  cells  of  the  host. 

This  transfers  the  application  of  the  former 
hypothesis  from  host  to  the  bacteria.  The  facts 
in  the  case  of  the  serpent  poisons  mentioned 
above  strengthen  this  view.  The  following  is  bor- 
rowed from  a  resume  of  the  lecture  by  Professor 
Welch  : 

By  the  same  sort  of  mechanism,  both  organ- 
isms, the  host  and  the  bacteria,  under  the  mutual 
stimuli  of  their  cells,  produce  substances  that 
under  the  complicated  conditions  present,  become 
antagonistic  in  so  far  as  they  tend  to  destroy  or 
injure  the  cells  from  which  the  stimuli  in  the 
form  of  atom  complexes  are  derived.  It  is  re- 
called that  familiar  hemolysins  and  bacterio- 
lysins  are  in  reality  made  up  of  two  substances ; 
the  intermediate  body,  which  is  the  specific  ele- 
ment produced  by  the  injection  of  foreign  cells 
into  an  animal,  and  the  pre-existing  complement, 
which  is  the  actually  toxic  element.  The  inter- 
mediate body  joins  the  complement  with  the 
foreign  cell,  which  started  the  reaction,  thus  com- 
pleting the  destruction. 

If  reactions  like  this  are  produced  in  the  host 
cell,  why  not  also  in  the  case  of  the  bacteria  and 
other  parasites  exposed  to  analogous  conditions. 
Expressed  in  the  terms  of  Ehrlich's  side  chain 
theory,  certain  substances  of  the  host  of  cellular 
origin  assimilable  by  the  parasites  through  the 
possession  of  haptophore  groups,  with  proper 
affinities  become  anchored  to  the  receptors  of  the 
parasitic  cell,  which  if  not  too  much  damaged, 
is  thereby  stimulated  to  the  over  production  of 
like  receptors.  These  excessive  receptors  of  the 
parasite  if  cast  off  into  fluids  and  cells  of  the 
host  then  constitute  intermediate  bodies,  or  am- 
boceptors with  special  affinities  for  those  cellular 
constituents  or  derivatives  of  the  host  which  led 
to  their  production,  and  for  other-  which  possess 
in  whole  or  in  part  identical  receptors.  Provided 
the  host  is  supplied  also  with  appropriate  com- 
plements, there  result  cytotoxins  with  special 
affinities  for  certain  definite  cells  or  substances 


of  cellular  origin  in  the  host.      Either  the  para- 
site or  the  host  may  provide  the  complement. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  conception  how  it  is 
possible  for  the  infecting  bacteria  to  produce 
many  special  toxins  for  various  cells  in  the  bod)  ; 
toxins  that  might  be  absent  in  the  cultures  be- 
cause of  the  absence  of  special  stimuli. 

Some  of  the  things  which  this  study  promises 
to  explain,  are:  First,  by  the  demonstration  of 
special  toxins  of  bacterial  origin,  we  a 
plain  many  of  the  amentias  secondary  to  infec- 
tious diseases.  2d.  The  discovery  of  bacterial 
cell  poisons  with  affinities  for  certain  cells  other 
than  the  blood  cells,  which  will  explain  the  occur- 
ence of  such   lesions  as  those  of  typhoid  fever. 

etc. 

Herein,  also  lies  the  explanation  of  the  differ- 
ence in  the  extent  of  involvement  of  other  organs 
m  such  diseases  as  typhoid.  At  the  risk  of  a 
digression  of  unpardonable  degree,  I  ask  your 
indulgence  if  I  suggest  a  few  reasons  why  this 
study  of  immunity  is,  or  ought  to  be,  of  special 
interest  to  the  homeopath. 

1.  Because  the  serum  therapy  is  so  manifestly 
a  system  which  has  its  real  basis  in  the  lav-, 
similars.     It   has   simply   been   approached    from 
a   different   direction. 

2.  To  the  prescribes  of  the  "  nosodes  "  it  is 
of  unusual  interest,  because  of  the  analogv  if  not 
identity. 

3-  The  sera  used  in  this  therapy  are  dilutions 
not  in  any  degree  "  low,"  even  in  the  homeopathic 
conception  of  it. 

4.  Hahnemann  himself  saw  the  value  of  vac- 
cine virus,  claimed  it  to  be  a  demonstration  of  his 
law. 

5.  It  is  demonstrable  from  his  writings  that 
Samuel  Hahnemann  had  a  very  vivid  conception 
of  the  facts  of  immunity  and  susceptibility; 
natural,  artificial,  and  acquired.  He  insisted  that 
disease  was  not  an  entity,  but  that  *'  symptoms  " 
whether  of  drug  or  natural  disease,  were  the  pro- 
duct of  stimulated  tissue  energy,  and  further, 
that  the  drug,  the  homeopathic  prescription. 
ought  to  he  such  as  to  call  forth  a  sufficient 
action  only,  and  that  there  was  no  ■'humor"  or 
disease  entity  of  which  to  rid  the  body. 

Who  shall  deny  until  further  experiments  are 
made  that  the  poisons  of  the  plant  of  high  order 
or  certain  chemical  substances  are  not  nature's 
antitoxins?  or.  why  will  not  the  investigations  of 
the  future  show  that  the  same  theories  which 
apply  to  the  serpent  venoms  and  bacterial  poi- 
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sons  are  applicable  to  poisons  of  any  other  class? 
Herein  lies  the  work  which  is  to  relieve  homeop- 
athy from  the  long-borne  burden  of  ridicule 
arising  from  the  fact  that  we  have  no  scientific 
demonstration  of  our  law. 

It  is  in  the  light  of  the  investigations  that 
homeopathic  drugs  need  study,  especially  those 
whose  service  in  the  acute  infections  and  con- 
tagious diseases  has  been  established.  We  need 
to  know  by  experiments  on  animals  the  immuniz- 
ing power  of  various  remedies  and  potencies. 
We  need  to  discover  and  prove  in  scientific 
terms  the  claims  of  the  empirically  proven  supe- 
riority of  the  potentized  drugs.  We  may  dis- 
cover that  potentization  is  identical  in  its  results 
chemically  with  antitoxin  production. 

When  Professor  Welch  says  in  speaking  of  his 
added  view  of  the  action  of  the  action,  "  It  will 
be  seen  by  this  conception  how  it  is  possible  for 
infecting  bacteria  to  produce  many  special  toxins 
for  various  cells  in  the  body,  toxins  that  might 
be  absent  in  cultures  because  of  the  absence  of 
special  stimuli,*'  we  may  take  the  cue  and  from 
his  standpoint  investigate  the  reasons  for  the 
superiority  of  one  drug  over  another  in  the  in- 
dividual cases  of  the  same  diseases. 

For  example  :  by  reason  of  special  stimuli  from 
the  cells  of  some  special  organ  we  get  a  peculiar 
involvement  of  that  organ,  say  the  kidneys  in 
scarlatina,  herein  we  find  explanation  and  jus- 
tification for  the  choice  of  a  remedy  which  by  its 
"  symptoms  "  shows  it  to  be  peculiarly  fitted  to 
complete  the  reaction  in  the  presence  of  this 
special  toxin. 

We  ought  to  have,  to  further  justify  our  claims, 
provings  of  the  new  sera.  There  is  a  frequent 
cry  raised  for  the  reproving  of  our  remedies  but 
most  are  too  well  tried  to  demand  the  great  task, 
but  we  do  need  additional  knowledge  concerning 
their  manner  of  exhibition,  their  strength  and 
range  of  application  in  view  of  our  new  knowl- 
edge of  disease. 

The  homeopath  surely  has  no  quarrel  with 
those  who  are  investigating  the  causation  of  dis- 
ease. Hahnemann  himself  recommended  that  we 
discover  all  that  is  to  be  known  concerning  any 
disease,  and  if  a  disease  is  demonstrated  to  be 
bacterial  in  origin,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
specific  serum  is  the  only  remedy,  but  one  of 
them  most  to  be  trusted. 

The  discovery  of  the  cause  of  disease  ought  to 
be  simply  a  factor  to  be  considered  in  its  proper 
place,  as  an  indication  for  a  certain  drug. 


The  serum  therapy  is  to  give  us  no  real  short 
cut  or  abbreviated  system  of  treatment.  There 
is  not  now,  nor  will  be  any  royal  road  in  medicine. 
Achievement  is  ever  the  result  of  labor,  the  laws 
of  the  world,  psychic  and  physical,  forbid  great 
results  without  corresponding  expenditure  of 
energy. 

■♦     ♦• 

Diet  in  Typhoid  Fever. 

BY    E.    K.    HERRING,    M.    D. 

Ten  years  ago  it  was  taught  that  the  typhoid 
fever  patient  should  be  fed  on  milk  and  beef  tea ; 
that  if  the  milk  disagreed,  it  was  to  be  peptonized, 
and  the  beef  tea  withheld  if  there  was  any  diar- 
rhea. In  other  words,  only  a  starvation  diet  was 
allowed.  I  believe  at  the  present  time  every 
school  of  teaching  in  London  lays  down  the  law 
of  getting  the  greatest  amount  of  nourishment 
possible  into  the  typhoid  patient,  and  the  dietary 
is  something  as  follows :  Water,  milk,  beef  tea, 
broths,  soups  (cooked  with  vegetables),  coffee, 
cocoa,  lemonade,  sodawater,  lemon  drinks, 
squash,  orange  juice,  beer,  egg  flip,  and  "  pap  " 
foods  and  jellies  in  variety. 

That  the  advantages  of  this  change  have  not 
been  generally  realized  by  the  profession  is  shown 
by  the  common  adherence  to  the  old  diet. 

It  is  argued  by  some  that  the  typhoid  patient 
has  no  taste ;  that  milk  and  beef  tea  are  good  safe 
foods,  and  easily  prepared.  The  logic  is  faulty, 
for  a  typhoid  patient  should  not  be  allowed  to 
lose  his  taste — that  is  a  sign  he  is  doing  badly, 
and  if  he  be  fed  on  a  mixed  diet  from  the  start, 
he  will  not  lose  his  appetite,  but  will  relish  his 
food.  Further,  milk  in  a  hot  climate  is  the  most 
unreliable  of  foods,  and  may  be  so  disliked  as 
to  be  positively  harmful.  I  have  seen  more  than 
one  patient  vomit  milk  while  taking  other  things 
well. 

Liquid  diet  is  in  common  use.  But  it  is  when 
one  gives  so-called  solid  food  that  one  may  ex- 
pect to  be  called  upon  for  authority,  so  I  give  one 
- — Dr.  Hutchison,  an  eminent  authority  upon 
dietetics.  Why  should  not  typhoid  patients  have 
solid  food?  What  is  the  difference  between  a 
solid  food  and  a  liquid  food?  Surely  a  solid 
which  is  soluble  only  needs  solution  to  become  a 
liquid.  All  food  practically  becomes  liquid  in 
the  ileum,  where  the  typhoidal  ulcers  are.  Why 
then  should  the  patient  not  have  soluble  solids? 
One  often  hears  a  youngster  refuse  liquid  food, 
and  ask  for  "  something  to  bite."     Whv  should 
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he  not  have  it?  The  only  need  is  to  see  that  it 
is  soluble,  and  if  one  follows  the  old  maxim  of 
avoiding  "  strings  and  stones  and  skins  and 
bones,"  one  is  not  far  out.  For  instance,  take  a 
banana — three-quarters  of  it  is  water  and  the 
other  quarter  is  nearly  all  sugar,  but  it  contains 
also  1  1-2  per  cent,  of  proteid,  1  per  cent,  of 
mineral  matter,  and  something  over  1-2  per  cent, 
of  extractives,  and  only  1-5  per  cent,  of  cellulose, 
which  is  the  only  ingredient  which  could  be 
imagined  to  hurt  the  ulcers. 

Seven  vears  ago,  when  resident  surgeon  to  the 
Ballarat  Hospital,  I  demonstrated  very  satisfac- 
torily by  a  series  of  consecutive  cases  that  typhoid 
patients  could  take  tripe  and  bananas  as  a  regu- 
lar dietary,  in  addition  to  a  varied  liquid  diet, 
with  advantage.  I  have  given  them  when  ob- 
tainable to  all  cases  since,  or  have  given  fish  or 
rabbit  instead,  and  I  have  never  had  reason  to 
regret  so  doing.  In  fact,  I  claim  that  patients 
will  do  better  on  such  a  diet  than  on  any  re- 
stricted diet.  "  Something  to  bite  "  is  not  longed 
for,  but  they  imagine  themselves  better  than  they 
are.  and  keep  up  their  spirits  accordingly. 

The  real  test  of  treatment  is  the  final  result — 
the  capacity  for  work  in  the  patient.  It  is  here 
the  benefits  of  the  varied  dietary  are  seen.  The 
patient  is  physically  and  mentally  stronger  all 
through  his  illness,  and  although  the  course  of 
the  disease  may  not  be  shortened,  yet  complica- 
tions and  sequelae,  such  as  faintings,  collapse  after 
bath,  and  other  calls  for  stimulants,  delirium, 
thrombosis,  abscess,  bedsores,  etc.,  are  practically 
banished,  while  the  more  alarming  complications 
of  hemorrhage  and  perforation  are  in  no  way 
increased.  The  patient,  in  fact,  gets  up  a  con- 
valescent instead  of  a  wreck,  and  he  will  return 
to  work  in  two  or  three  weeks,  while  the  milk  and 
beef-tea  patient  will  want  three  or  four  months. 


Improvements  in  Dietetics  in  Diabetics. 

BY  JAMES   SAWYER,   M.    D. 

Comparatively  successful  as  is  the  modern 
medicinal  treatment  of  diabetes  mellitus  (gly- 
cosuria) under  medical  prescription  and  guid- 
ance, in  many  cases — perhaps  in  all — the  appro- 
propriate  regulation  of  the  patient's  food  is  a 
chief  therapeutic  indication.  In  the  management 
of  this  difficult  malady  it  has  been  recognized 
by  the  profession  for  many  years  that  abstinence 
from  sugar  and  from  other  articles  of  food  which 


are  convertible  after  ingestion  into  glucose 
cause.-  a  great  lessening  in  the  quantity  of  glu 
in  a  diabetic  patient's  urine,  and  also  a  marked 
diminution  towards  normal  of  the  heightened 
density  ami  quantity  of  the  urine,  and  that  these 
changes  for  the  better  are  coincident  with  arrest 
of  bodily  wasting,  even  with  some  gain  of  bodily 
weight,  and  also  with  general  improvement,  in  a 
very  large  proportion  of  those  persons  wl 
suffering   from   diabi  ' 

To  meet  these  rational  and  practical  indications 
as  to  treatment  much  care  has  been  taken  by 
nun}  physicians  to  devise  an  extended,  varied, 
and  agreeable  and  practicable  dietary.  Until  the 
researches  of  Mosse  were  published  two  years 
ago,  it  was  our  therapeutic  rule  to  withhold 
potatoes  in  saccharine  diabetes.  The  potato  con- 
tains from  [6  to  24  per  cent,  of  starch,  and  it  used 
to  be  classed  without  qualification  amongst  food 
inadmissible  in  glycosuria  in  a  case  treated  upon 
the  dietetic  principle  I  have  referred  to.  His  re- 
searches have  led  Mosse  to  conclude  that  potatoes, 
far  from  being  harmful,  form  a  useful  and  bene- 
ficial food  in  glycosuria,  and  that  they  are  capable 
of  being  substituted  for  ordinary  wheaten  bread 
in  daily  proportions  sufficient  to  maintain  the  ali- 
mentary ratio,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  proportion  of 
two  and  a  half  to  three  of  potatoes  for  one  of 
bread,  Mosse  found  that  a  daily  ingestion  of  pota- 
toes in  quantities  of  from  1000  to  [500  gra 
roughly  of  from  two  pounds  to  three  pounds 
avoirdupois,  brought  about  in  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  cases  of  diabetes  speedy  diminution 
of  the  glycosuria,  quick  relief  of  thirst,  and 
general  improvement  in  the  patient,  and  all 
this  in  all  forms  of  diabetes.  The  salts  con- 
tained in  the  potato  are  chiefly  those  of  pot- 
ash. Potash  is  contained  in  potatoes  in  much 
larger  proportion  than  in  wheaten  bread,  and 
Mosse  attributes  the  superiority  of  potatoes 
in  a  diabetic  dietary  to  the  increased  ingestion  of 
potash.  My  own  experience  in  practice  during 
the  last  two  years  is  confirmatory  of  Mosse's 
conclusions. 

I  think  it  will  be  found  in  practice  that  the 
permission  of  potatoes  in  the  food  of  diabetics 
is  one  of  the  greatest  dietetic  advances  of  our 
Potatoes  cooked  in  any  of  the  ordinary 
ways  are  a  grateful  food.  I  would  point  out 
that  for  the  retention  of  the  salts  of  the  potato 
the  vegetable  should  be  cooked  in  a  peculiar  way. 
hould  be  cooked  by  steaming  with  its  "  skin  " 
on.     If  potato,-  be   peeled  and  then  cooked  by 
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steaming,  they  lose  in  the  cooking  large  propor- 
tions of  their  potash  and  of  their  phosphoric  acid, 
and  they  lose  more  of  each  of  these  their  consti- 
tuents if  they  be  peeled  and  then  cooked  by  boil- 
ing. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  beneficial  results 
of  Mosse's  discovery  and  teaching  as  to  the  use 
of  potatoes  as  a  food  in  diabetes  might  well  be 
carried  much  further  in  the  dietetics  of  diabetics 
than  in  merely  the  free  allowance  of  properly- 
cooked  potatoes  in  a  dietary.  I  propose  that  the 
therapeutic  difficulty  as  to  the  prohibition  of 
ordinary  bread  for  a  diabetic  may  be  met  ad- 
vantageously by  making  bread,  cakes,  and  bis- 
cuits for  diabetics  by  using  the  "  flour  "  of  prop- 
erly-cooked potatoes  instead  of  the  flour  of  grain. 
I  find  that  excellent  and  delicious  baked  cakes 
can  be  made  from  paste  composed  of  a  kind  of 
flour  prepared  by  rubbing  down  potatoes  cooked 
with  their  coats  on  by  steaming,  blended  with 
cream  and  butter.  With  the  aid  of  some  good 
cooks  in  my  kitchen  I  have  made  many  experi- 
ments as  to  the  formation  of  bread  and  biscuits 
from  bran  and  the  flour  of  potatoes.  As  the 
best  results  at  present  reached  from  these  in- 
quiries, I  have  decided  upon  the  following  details 
for  the  making  of  these  new  biscuits  and  bread 
for  diabetics : 

Bran  and  Potato  Bread. — Take  half  a  pound  of 
flour  of  steamed  potatoes,  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  bran,  half  an  ounce  of  German  yeast,  half  an 
ounce  of  butter,  one  egg.  Twenty-four  hours 
before  making  the  dough  cook  the  potatoes  by 
steaming  them  in  their  "  jackets,"  then  peel  and 
break  up  into  flour  with  the  fingers.  Mix  all  the 
ingredients  together,  and  let  the  paste  stand  near 
the  fire  for  an  hour  to  "  rise."  Bake  in  greased 
tins  for  an  hour  and  a  half. 

In  common  with  many  other  physicians,  I  have 
arranged  and  employed  in  practice  for  many  years 
a  diabetic  dietary  which  is  sufficiently  strict  for 
practical  purposes,  and  which  is  in  harmony  with 
the  principle  of  abstinence  from  sugar  and  from 
all  other  articles  of  food  which  are  convertible  into 
glucose  after  ingestion,  and  of  such  a  formulated 
dietary  I  have  been  accustomed  to  give  a  printed 
copy  to  a  patient  in  a  suitable  case.  My  dietary 
rules  in  diabetes,  as  now  modified  by  Mosse's  per- 
mission of  potatoes,  and  by  the  developments  I 
have  devised  of  potato-made  bread,  biscuits,  and 
cakes,  prepared  in  the  ways  I  have  here  described, 
would  read  : 

May  Eat:  Butcher's  meat  of  all  kinds,  except- 


ing liver.  Pork,  ham,  bacon,  poultry,  game, 
potatoes  steamed  in  their  "  skins."  Fish,  oysters, 
crabs,  lobsters.  Animal  soups,  not  thickened,  ex- 
cepting by  potatoes.  Mutton  broth,  beef-tea. 
Bran  and  potato  bread  or  biscuits,  potato  cakes, 
eggs,  cream,  butter,  cheese,  greens,  watercress, 
mustard  and  cress,  lettuce,  mushrooms,  nuts ; 
jelly  or  custard,  unsweetened. 

May  not  Eat :  Any  bread  or  biscuits  but  those 
made  of  bran  and  potato.  Sugar,  asparagus, 
broccoli,  cauliflower,  carrots,  parsnips,  French 
beans,  peas,  turnips,  arrowroot,  macaroni,  rice, 
sago,  tapioca,  vermicelli,  pastry,  excepting  potato 
cakes ;  puddings ;  fruit,  fresh  and  preserved. 

May  Drink:  Water,  tea,  coffee,  soda  water, 
claret,  hock,  spirits  and  water,  unsweetened ;  bit- 
ter ale,  very  sparingly ;  milk,  very  sparingly. 

May  not  Drink :  Cocoa,  chocolate,  champagne, 

porter,  stout,  home-made  wines,  liqueurs,  cider, 

sweet  wines,  ale. 

-♦■     ♦ 

Some  Mistakes  of  a  Country  Doctor. 

BY  ONE  OF  THEM. 

It  takes  moral  courage  of  a  high  degree  for 
a  doctor  to  acknowledge  his  errors.  Perhaps 
from  a  standpoint  of  principle  he  should,  but  it 
is  not  policy  to  do  it,  especially  when  the  mis- 
take is  known  only  to  himself.  Candor  with 
one's  patients  begets  confidence.  Truthfulness 
is  a  gem  of  the  first  order  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  as  it  is  elsewhere,  and  principles  must 
not  be  sacrificed  to  policy.  To  live  up  to  all 
these  in  our  dealings  with  our  patients  is  com- 
mendable, but  how  many  do  it  in  the  errors  com- 
mitted ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  punishment  we  mete  out 
to  ourselves,  we  prefer  a  lessening  of  it  from  the 
public. 

A  strict  examination  of  our  errors  may  con- 
clusively demonstrate  that  there  is  no  extenuating 
circumstances,  but  with  the  public  we  want  the 
evil  palliated,  and  try  to  soften  the  punishment 
by  explanations.  Conscience  spares  us  not  in  its 
lashings,  but  we  ask  the  public  to  grant  us  ab- 
solution. We  see  and  realize  what  we  have  done, 
either  in  its  simplicity  or  enormity,  but  we  want 
to  cloak  it  from  the  public. 

This  is  human  nature,  and  I  presume  I  have 
my  share  of  infirmities  in  this  line.  I  am  sorry 
for  all  the  errors  made  and  never  made  one  that 
I  did  not  try  to  profit  by  it.  I  regret  those  made 
through  ignorance,  but  many  (some  of  which  I 
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report)  were  inexcusable,  and  when  from  the 
great  storehouse  of  memory  these  cases  are 
brought  out  in  all  their  vividness  and  attention 
to  detail,  as  only  the  most  unpleasant  of  experi- 
ences can  be  reproduced,  my  mental  condition  is 
in  a  corresponding  depression. 

The  diagnosis  of  jaundice  is  simple,  appar- 
ently. The  cause  of  it  sometimes  presents  seri- 
ous difficulties.  A  case  of  this  kind  is  here  pre- 
sented : 

Mrs.  A,  had  been  troubled  for  several  hours 
during  the  day  with  colicky  pains,  becoming  very 
intense  during  the  night,  when  I  saw  her.  She 
is  rather  plethoric  and  gave  history  of  impacted 
gallstones  several  years  since.  Found  patient  in 
great  pain ;  anxious  expression  of  face ;  slight 
rise  in  temperature.  An  intense  jaundice  de- 
veloped the  last  few  hours;  severe  itching,  and 
hyperesthesia  of  skin  over  the  abdomen,  so  acute 
as  to  prevent  an  examination  of  liver,  or  condition 
of  bowels.  The  diagnosis  was  plain — I  had  a 
torpid  liver,  hepatic  colic,  suppressed  bile  from 
obstruction,  and  re-absorption.  My  treatment 
gave  her  only  partial  relief,,  the  pain  recur- 
ring every  few  hours;  after  three  or  four  days 
assuming  a  dull  ache  in  the  region  of  the  liver. 
Patient  grew  worse  in  many  ways,  headaches, 
pains  in  the  limbs,  emaciation,  nausea  and  the 
jaundice  persistent.  During  one  of  my  visits  two 
weeks  after  the  first  attack,  I  noticed  a  slight 
wrist  drop  and  immediately  examined  the  gums, 
finding  a  faint  blue  line.  Continuous  inquiry, 
for  I  had  staked  my  professional  reputation  on 
the  liver  being  the  sole  and  only  cause  of  her 
troubles,  developed  the  fact  that  for  a  week  prior 
to  her  illness  she  had  been  doing  some  amateur 
work  around  the  house  in  painting;  that  she  was 
not  accustomed  to  this  kind  of  work  and  her 
hands  were  always  soiled;  that  the  day  before 
her  illness  she  had  used  white  lead  in  its  pure 
state  in  mending  the  glass  roof  of  a  flower  pit ; 
she  had  put  a  few  apples  in  the  empty  can  before 
the  lead  adhering  to  its  sides  was  fully  dry;  these 
she  had  eaten  the  morning  of  her  illness.  The 
treatment  was  at  once  directed  to  lead  poisoning, 
and  my  patient  made  a  rapid  recovery. 

In  this  case  there  was  some  excuse  for  my 
error.  I  learned  from  it  that  all  cases  of  jaun- 
dice do  not  arise  primarily  from  a  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  liver.  This  knowledge  has  helped 
me  out  of  more  than  one  difficulty,  as  the  report 
of  the  next  case  will  show,  wherein  I  did  not 
make  a  mistake. 


Ed.  R.,  a  boy  of  sixteen,  robust,  well  grown, 
the  picture  of  health,  with  never  an  ache  or  pain, 
came  home  from  a  short  errand  with  severe  nau- 
sea, depressed  feeling  and  slight  derangement  of 
vision,  all  developed  within  the  last  few  minutes. 
His  mother  noticed  a  slight  yellowness  of  the 
eyes  and  skin.  All  these  symptoms  were  inten- 
sified during  the  next  hour,  and  I  was  called, 
arriving  at  the  house  two  hours  after  first  symp- 
toms were  experienced.  The  jaundice  had  in- 
creased very  rapidly  and  the  eyes  were  now  al- 
most saffron,  and  the  whole  body  a  bright  yellow 
hue.  The  nausea  was  not  so  persistent,  but  head- 
ache was  intense,  pulse  rapid,  but  full  and  regu- 
lar; respiration  normal.  The  rapidity  of  the  in- 
vasion of  the  jaundice  led  me  to  question  a  diag- 
nosis of  hepatic  disorder,  and  the  boy's  previous 
health  supported  the  doubt.  I  proceeded  to 
question  him  as  to  his  errand,  his  eating  or 
drinking  during  his  trip,  or  any  fall  or  injury  he 
may  have  received.  All  these  were  negative  ex- 
cept for  a  slight  thorn  prick,  as  he  thought,  felt 
in  one  leg,  as  he  passed  through  some  under- 
brush in  a  field.  I  examined  the  place  and  found 
only  a  very  slight  puncture,  with  no  blood,  but 
slightly  inflamed;  no  pain  now  and  very  little 
when  the  wound  was  made— not  enough  to  cause 
him  to  stop  and  examine  it.  I  decided  I  had  to 
deal  with  the  bite  of  a  poisonous  reptile,  and 
directed  my  treatment  accordingly.  The  boy  be- 
came unconscious,  went  into  convulsions  and  his 
life  was  despaired  of  for  several  hours,  but  finally 
recovered.  The  finding  of  a  snake  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  where  the  boy  thought  he 
received  the  thorn  prick  is  not  positive  proof 
of  my  diagnosis,  but  it  is  supportive  evidence.  A 
consulting  physician  arrived  after  the  boy  was  in 
convulsions,  could  not  accept  my  diagnosis  until 
a  search  in  this  underbrush  revealed  a  small  snake 
of  species  unknown  to  anyone  present. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  poisons  sometimes 
produce  a  rapidly-developing  jaundice. 

The  diagnosis  of  poisons  and  the  character  of 
the  material  presents  many  difficulties  when  no 
history  is  obtainable,  and  we  should  be  slow  to 
censure  for  errors  committed  under  such  condi- 
tions. 

Lucy ,  a  bright  little  girl  of  eight  years, 

attended  school  as  usual  one  day.     From  some 
cause  school  was  dismissed  an  hour  earlier  than 
the  regular  time.     Her  home  was  a  mile  a.. 
she   walked   half   the   distance   in   company   with 
other  children.     One  hour  after  the  regular  time 
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of  her  return  from  school  and  two  hours  after 
she  should  have  been  home,  she  had  not  come, 
and  the  mother  sent  someone  to  seek  her.  She 
was  found  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  home,  by 
the  side  of  a  foot-path  through  a  piece  of  woods 
— her  regular  way  to  and  from  school — in  an 
unconscious  condition.  She  had  been  seen  by 
a  neighbor  a  short  while  before  being  discovered, 
going  towards  home  in  a  fast  run.  Her  books 
and  lunch  basket  had  been  thrown  aside  before 
falling.  Near  where  she  fell  she  had  vomited, 
probably  by  running  her  finger  into  her  throat, 
as  one  finger  was  soiled.  I  was  known  to  be  in 
the  neighborhood  and  was  with  her  in  less  than 
an  hour,  and  the  above  is  the  history  given  me. 
I  further  ascertained  that  she  had  suffered  from 
a  mild  sunstroke  during  the  summer,  and  had 
not  been  quite  strong  since,  being  easilv  ex- 
hausted on  slight  exertion.  Urine  and  faeces 
have  passed  involuntarily  since  being  brought 
home.  Face  much  flushed ;  pupils  dilated ; 
heart's  action  rather  weak ;  extremities  cold. 
The  former  sunstroke,  the  weakened  condition  of 
the  patient  and  her  having  been  seen  in  a  fast 
run,  led  me  to  a  diagnosis  of  sunstroke  for  which 
I  treated  her.  She  had  two  or  three  convulsions, 
followed  by  coma  and  death  in  three  hours. 

While  preparing  to  leave  a  messenger  arrived 
seeking  my  aid  in  behalf  of  two  other  children 
— schoolmates  of  the  dead  girl — only  a  mile 
away,  similarly  affected.  These  proved  to  be  a 
boy  of  1 1  and  a  girl  of  9  years  of  age.  The  boy 
was  only  slightly  affected,  and  was  able  to  give 
a  history  of  the  three  loitering  on  the  road,  and 
he  playing  doctor  and  administering  pills  to  the 
girls  in  the  shape  of  jimpson  seed  (stramonium 
datura),  some  of  which  he  took  himself,  but  not 
so  many  as  the  little  girls.  Both  these  children 
were  very  strong  and  healthy.  The  boy  re- 
sponded readily  to  treatment,  but  the  girl  re- 
quired constant  and  heroic  treatment,  for  twelve 
hours,  before  rallying. 

I  cannot  say  that  the  result  would  have  been 
different  in  the  first  case  had  I  recognized  the 
cause  of  the  trouble  on  my  first  examination,  but 
I  have  always  regretted  that  I  did  not.  She  was 
not  so  strong  as  the  other  children,  and  from 
the  boy's  account  evidently  took  more  of  the  seeds. 
The  poison  was  much  quicker  in  its  action  on 
her  system,  too,  as  this  boy  and  girl  had  been 
home  fully  an  hour  before  experiencing  any  ill 
feeling. 

To  be  able  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right 


time  is  to  be  happily  endowed.  To  have  the  men- 
tal faculties  so  evenly  poised  that  dangerous  or 
alarming  emergencies  do  not  frustrate  is  desira- 
able  at  all  times,  and  occasionally  this  want  of 
mental  balance  brings  results  undesired  to  both 
patient  and  doctor. 

I  had  been  attending  Miss  M.  for  malaria  for 
three  or  four  days,  and  discharged  her  as  con- 
valescent ;  two  days  later  was  called  hastily  to 
see  her,  being  hurried  on  my  way  by  two  or  three 
extra  mesengers,  sent  to  hasten  me.  On  arrival 
I  found  that  love  of  the  young  doctor — the  old 
woman  with  her  bag  of  herbs ;  in  fact,  there 
were  four  of  them,  each  with  an  infallible  remedy 
— and  each  jealous  of  the  others,  and  all  bent 
on  "  snowing  under  "  the  young  doctor.  The 
whole  neighborhood  was  there,  too,  and  all  were 
excited,  but  above  all  could  be  heard  the  loud 
and  lusty  screams  of  my  patient.  I  found  her — 
a  woman  of  26  or  28  years  of  age — of  a  rather 
nervous  temperament,  being  partially  held  and 
much  coaxed,  by  several  women,  all  talking,  hold- 
ing and  rubbing  the  patient,  on  a  bed,  in  an  al- 
most nude  state  The  patient  was  screaming  and 
calling  on  first  one  and  then  another  for  aid,  or 
death.  The  whole  body  was  covered  with  wheals 
of  an  intense  red  color,  from  the  size  of  a  dime 
to  that  of  a  silver  dollar,  a  few  as  large  as  the 
palm  of  a  man's  hand.  It  was  a  case  of  urticaria 
of  the  most  severe  and  pronounced  type. 

Each  of  the  aforesaid  old  women  was  applying 
her  favorite  remedy  to  some  portion  of  the  ana- 
tomy, and  each  was  positive  that  she  could  re- 
lieve the  patient  if  allowed  her  way.  To  get  a 
history  of  the  attack  was  almost  impossible.  All 
were  forward  in  telling  of  its  coming  on  im- 
mediately after  the  first  dose  of  the  tonic  I  had 
sent  over  the  day  before  and  only  received  that 
morning.  No  one  could  tell  what  she  ate  for 
breakfast,  condition  of  the  bowels,  or  how  she 
spent  the  day  and  night  before  this.  There  was 
an  intimation  of  a  hard-boiled  egg  and  a  piece 
of  fresh  pork,  but  with  the  family  urging  me  to 
do  something,  the  old  women  each  trying  to  tell 
me  of  her  remedy  and  its  virtues,  and  the  patient 
calling  on  me  for  a  soothing  application  to  re- 
lieve the  burning  and  itching,  guess  I  became  as 
the  boys  would  say  "  badly  rattled,"  and  so,  for 
an  hour,  I  applied  as  vigorously  as  any  of  the 
old  women  various  and  sundry  salves,  lotions, 
and  washes,  but  all  to  no  good,  so  far  as  the 
patient  was  concerned,  and  a  whole  lot  of  harm 
to  my  budding  reputation.     Now  after  an  hour 
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another    complication    arises    in    attack    of    the 
tongue — the  only  case,  by  the  way,  1  ever  saw  of 
urticaria  of  a  mucous  membrane.     One  or   two 
wheals  appeared  upon  it  and  it  became  so  much 
swollen  as  to  protrude.     The  screams  were  not 
so  violent,  but  the  writhings  were  persistent  and 
the  groans  terrible.     (  If  course,  all  thought  death 
was    imminent.      An    attempt    to    examine    the 
tongue  gave  me  an  odor  of  sour  stomach,  and  I, 
for  the  first  time,  was  able  to  reason  with  some 
judiciousness.      My    first    act    was    to    turn    out 
everybody  except  an  aunt  and  one  neighbor  of 
the    patient.     Talk    of    courage!     Well,    it    was 
there ;  for  it  was  by  force  at  last  that  the  room 
was  cleared,  and  the  abuse  and  mutterings  were 
both  loud  and  deep.     A  hypodermic  of  morphine 
(a   new   thing  in   those  days)    was   followed  as 
quickly  as  I  could  prepare  it,  by  a  heavy  dose  of 
ipecac.     Emesis     followed     promptly,     showing 
various  undigested  articles  of  food,  the  egg  be- 
ing  prominent.     Then    an    enema    of   soap   and 
water    with    very    copious    discharge    from    the 
bowels.     All  local  application  and  rubbing  were 
suspended  on  turning  the  crowd  out  of  the  room. 
Before  the  patient  could  get  back  to  bed  after 
the  action  of  the  bowels  the  itching  and  burning; 
had  ceased  and  the  wheals  had  disappeared.     In 
ten  minutes  more  she  was  fast  asleep,  to  the  grati- 
fication of  her  attending  physician,  the  relief  of 
the  family,  the  surprise  of  the  assembled  neigh- 
borhood, and  the  discomfiture  of  the  old  women, 
who  were  prognosticating  evil  of  all  kinds. 
♦     •» 

Immunity    and    Serum    Therapeutics  in    Their 
Relation  to  the  Law  of  Similars* 

BY    DR.    JAMES   JOHNSTONE. 

(Concluded  from  p.  159.) 

Part  If.     Relation  of  Scrum  Therapy  to 
Homeopathy. 

As  we  now  understand  something  of  the 
phenomena  of  immunity,  and  the  therapeutic  use 
of  antitoxin  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  we  must 
set  ourselves  the  task  of  endeavoring  to  express 
this  use  in  terms  of  the  rule  of  similars. 

In  my  paper  read  before  the  Bristol  Congress 
in  1897,  I  dealt  with  this  matter  and  have  little 
to  add  to  what  I  wrote  then,  except  to  say  that 
some  suggestions  which  I  made  then  as  to  the 
possible  waysjn  which  drugs  act  therapeutically 
have   since   been   corroborated   by   experimental 

*  Rerd  at  the  British  Homeopathic  Congress  at  Oxford. 


observation.      Let    us    examine,    therefore,    what 
points    of    similarity    exist    between    the    mod-. 
action   of  a   homeopathically    selected    drug  and 
that    of  antitoxin. 

Mode  of  Action  of  a  Homeopathic  Remedy   (Ar- 
senic ) . 

It  is  a  difficult  matter,  indeed  to  formulate  any 
universally  recognized  acceptation  of  the  mode  of 
action  of  drugs,  applied  in  accordance  with  the 
homeopathic  principle.  That  they  do  act  bene- 
ficially when  used  thus,  we  know,  but  in  what  way 
they  act  we  are  not  quite  prepared  to  say.  The 
general  opinion,  however,  is  that  the  dose  of  that 
drug,  which,  pathogenetically,  is  as  near  the 
simillimum  of  the  disease  as  it  is  possible  to  be. 
acts  in  some  way  upon  the  tissues  of  the  body, 
and  more  particularly  upon  the  diseased  tissues 
and  thereby,  (i)  either  excites  the  cells  to  in- 
creased resistance  against,  (  2)  or  antagonizes  and 
cancels  the  morbific  agent.  In  whatever  way  we 
look  at  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  action 
centers  round  the  protoplasmic  units,  the  cells  of 
the  organism. 

Thus,  to  take  a  concrete  example,  we  know 
that  arsenic  is  the  simillimum  to  the  symptoms  of 
certain  forms  of  eczema.  Arsenic  will  produce 
that  disturbance  either  in  the  cellular  elements 
or  in  the  nerves  and  nerve  centers  of  the  skin 
which  calls  forth  the  pathological  changes  and 
subjective  phenomena  of  eczema.  If,  then,  we 
administer  arsenic  in  an  idiopathic  case  of  eczema, 
we  expect  to  find,  and  we  do  find,  that  the  eczema 
has  been  influenced  by  the  drug,  that  ( 1 )  in  some 
way  the  cells  of  the  part  or  the  controlling  nerve 
cells  have  been  stimulated  to  antagonize  the  mor- 
bific agent  and  that  they  once  more  make  for  nor- 
mal function;  or  (2)  that  the  arsenic  in  its  dyna- 
mic form  actually  cancels  or  neutralizes  the  mor- 
bific principle  itself  as  it  is  acting  on  the  cell. 
Such,  I  presume,  you  will  admit  is  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  case  as  far  as  we  know  it. 

Mode  of  Action  of  Antitoxin. 

Let  us  now  make  a  corresponding  analysis  of 
the  action  of  antitoxin.  Those  who  have  prac- 
tically studied  the  phenomena  attending  its  use 
and  have  also  a  practical  acquaintance  with  its 
chemistry  and  physiological  action  are  disposed 
as  we  have  seen  to  take  varied  views.  But  they 
agree  that  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  toxin 
on  the  cell  elements  there  is  produced  a  something 
— an  antitoxin — which  neutralizes  and  cancels  the 
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action  of  the  toxic  poison,  or  combines  with  it  to 
form  an  inert  compound.  According  to  another 
view  it  assists  the  cells  to  resist  the  lethal  action 
of  the  toxin. 

Graphically,  we  might  compare  the  action  of 
the  drug  as  used  homeopathically  with  the 
process  of  toxin  and  antitoxin  in  the  way  de- 
picted here. 

Schema  comparing  the  action  of  arsenic  in 
eczema  with  toxin  (through  antitoxin)  in  diph- 
theria: 


ARSENIC. 

1.  Produces  by  large  or 
toxic  doses  the  group  of 
symptoms  known  as,  or 
similar  to 

ECZEMA. 

2.  Also  if  administered  to 
diseased  man  in  small  doses 
(homeopathic) 

produces  as  the  result  of  its 
action  on  the  living  tissues 
an 

ANTIDOTAL    SUB- 
STANCE 

which  remaining  in  the  dis- 
eased individual  antagon- 
izes or  cures 

ECZEMA, 

the  disease  from  which  he 
suffers. 


TOXIN     DIPHTHERIA 

(a  product  of  the  Loeffler 

Bacillus). 

1.  Produces,  when  absorbed 
from  the  tonsil,  the  group 
of  symptoms  known  as 

DIPHTHERIA. 

2.  Also  if  administered  to 
the  horse  (hypodermically) 
in  doses  oft  repeated,  small 
at  first,  larger  afterwards, 
produces  in  the  blood  of  the 
horse  a  substance  known  as 

ANTITOXIN, 

which,  removed  and  intro- 
duced into  a  diseased  child 
antagonizes  or  cures 

DIPHTHERIA, 

the  disease   from  which  it 

suffers. 


If  we  accept  this  schematic  presentation  as  fairly 
truthful — though  crude  it  may  be — we  can  easily 
see  a  parallelism  between  the  two.  It  is  inter- 
esting and  instructive  to  determine  the  homo- 
logous factors  in  the  series.  We  find  that  anti- 
toxin cannot  be  compared  to  a  drug  used  homeo- 
pathically, but  to  a  something  whether  a  material 
substance  or  an  action  I  cannot  say — which  is 
produced  in  the  tissues  of  the  body  as  a  result  of 
the  drug  action.  I  hold  that  the  two  series  are 
parallel  in  plan  and  homologous  in  their  parts ; 
and  that  if  we  take  the  arsenic  schema  as  an  illus- 
tration of  homeopathic  action,  we  must  also 
accept  the  toxin  schema  as  homeopathic  in  prin- 
ciple. But  we  must  definitely  understand  that 
the  antitoxin,  now  used  as  a  therapeutic  agent, 
is  not  homologous  to  the  trituration  or  tabloids 
of  arsenicum  3X.  It  is  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  laboratory  of  nature  that  we  have  got  in 
antitoxin  a  step  further  in  advance  and  are  able  to 
lay  lav  hold  of  and  use  a  curative  something 
which  is  a  result  of  the  toxic  action. 

Such  is,  in  effect,  what  I  thought  and  wrote 


six  years  ago.     There  is,  in  view  of  later  knowl- 
edge and  research,  but  little  to  alter. 

Isopathy. 

But  before  proceeding  further,  there  is  one 
side  issue  which  I  would  like  to  refer  to  here. 
It  may  with  justice  be  doubted  whether  we  are 
right  in  looking  upon  the  treatment  with  anti- 
toxin as  a  truly  homeopathic  method.  In  reality, 
it  is  an  example  of  isopathy,  which,  as  a  thera- 
peutic procedure,  is  closely  co-related  to  homeop- 
athy, and  at  a  very  early  date  was  introduced  into 
and  had  its  influence  upon  it.  All  this  has  been 
very  fully  dealt  with  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  in  his 
"  Lectures  on  Homeopathy,''  page  145,  and  to 
that  I  would  refer  you  for  further  information. 

The  idea  of  employing  the  product  of  a  disease 
as  a  cure  for  itself  has  had  a  place  in  medicine 
for  many  centuries.  The  preparations  which 
were  used  by  early  physicians,  would  hardly  be 
considered  by  us  as  therapeutic  agents,  but  when 
the  introduction  of  nosodes  began,  there  was  a 
forecast  of  what  is  now  being  done  in  the  direc- 
tion of  serum  therapy.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
Hahnemann  in  his  Organon,  recognized  this  prin- 
ciple of  cure,  but  he  had  little  idea  of  what  an 
important  place  it  would  have  in  the  therapeutics 
of  coming  centuries.  The  underlying  principle 
of  isopathy  and  homeopathy  may  be  considered 
to  be  immunity,  and  they  are  so  closely  allied  in 
this  way,  that  we  are  fully  justified  in  regarding 
them  as  varieties  of  the  same  principle. 

Drug  Action  in  Relation  to  the  Lazv  of  Immunity. 

The  position  which  I  took  up  in  1897,  in  con- 
sidering the  use  of  antitoxin  as  the  ultimate  stage 
in  the  homeopathic  application  of  toxin,  is  still 
unassailable.  But  I  would  go  a  step  further  and 
claim  that  the  principle  of  immunity  has  a  still 
wider  application  in  our  practice.  Let  me  there- 
fore ask  your  careful  consideration  of  the  argu- 
ments I  shall  now  attempt  to  lay  before  you. 

At  the  outset  let  us  remember  that  what  has 
been  described  as  the  method  whereby  the  cells 
of  the  body  deal  with  toxin  molecules  of  bacterial 
origin  also  holds  good  for  all  the  other  poisons,  be 
they  animal  or  vegetable.  There  is  also  every 
reason  to  believe  that  proteid  and  other  food 
substances  are  assimilated  by  the  cells  of  the  body 
in  the  process  of  digestion  in  exactly  the  same 
way  ;  so  also  we  may  infer  that  in  like  manner 
molecules  of  drugs  and  chemicals  are  fixed  by 
the  cells  and  influence  metabolism.     Having  seen 
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how  immunity  acts  and  how  the  cell,  if  disturbed 
in  its  metabolism,  deals  with  the  offending  sub- 
stances, when  time  is  given  it  to  repair  itself,  we 
may  ask,  why  may  not  this  be  the  process  under 
which  treatment  and  cure  of  disease  by  drugs 
takes  place?  We  know  that  the  simillimum,  like 
the  toxin,  is  selective  and  has  affinities  for  those 
parts  of  the  body  tissues  where  the  disease  lies. 
This  leads  us  to  ask  \\  hat  is  the  nature  of  disease? 
Undoubtedly  the  great  majority  of  diseases  are 
of  an  infective  nature  and  toxic  in  their  process. 
Each  year  adds  more  to  the  number  of  this  cate- 
gory, so  that  in  time  we  may  find  only  a  few  dis- 
eases outside  of  it,  characterized  mainly  by  non- 
bacterial degeneration  of  tissues  and  cells.  In 
these  latter  there  is  altered  metabolism  and  less- 
ened vital  resistance  to  the  process  and  influ- 
ences which  lead  to  degeneration. .  We  know 
that  with  a  little  care,  proper  food  supply,  and 
suitable  surroundings  a  cell  ought  to  live  for 
ever,  but  we  do  not  find  it  so  in  nature.  Every- 
thing has  its  time  of  life  and  degenerates  in  old 
age.  Of  the  origin  of  this  natural  degeneration 
of  diseases  we  know  little.  With  the  process  of 
the  toxic  degeneration,  however,  we  are  more 
familiar. 

Supposing  for  a  moment,  that  we  conceive  of 
two  poisons,  one  bacterial  in  origin,  the  other 
oi  vegetable  or  organic  origin  and  that  they  both 
produce,  when  given,  or  administered  to  animals, 
a  similar  group  of  symptoms.  Each  is  simillimum 
to  the  other,  and  their  actions  are  similar  when 
immunity  is  being  produced.  May  there  not  be 
a  similar  process  going  on  whereby  each  affects 
the  cells  of  the  body  in  corresponding  manner? 
The  immunity  thus  produced  in  each  case  would 
be  similar.  Presuming  this  immunity  be  similar, 
why  may  it  not  be  interchangeable  ?  In  other 
words,  why  may  not  immunity,  produced  to  a 
drug,  confer  immunity  to  a  disease,  and  vice 
versa  ? 

Among  diseases  themselves,  we  have  one  in- 
stance which  seems  to  point  to  proof  of  this  con- 
tention. I  refer  to  the  phenomena  of  vaccina- 
tion. This,  of  course,  is  not  a  case  where  drug 
immunity  confers  immunity  to  disease,  but  a  case 
of  one  of  the  toxic  diseases  conferring  immunity 
to  another.  There  is  no  question  that  it  does  so, 
the  only  point  at  issue  among  the  experts  is  as  to 
the  identity  or  non-identity  between  vaccinia  and 
smallpox.  The  matter  is  not  yet  absolutely  de- 
cided. Copeman,  in  Allbutt's  "  System  of  Medi- 
cine," analyses  the  whole  question,  and  though  he 


does  not  come  to  an  absolute  decision,  is  inclined 
to  the  belief  that  vaccinia  is  an  altered  form  of 
smallpox,  that  they  probably  have  a  common  an- 
cestry,  and  that  variola  has  departed  widely  from 
the  original  type,  gaining  in  the  process  added 
virulence.  They  arc,  for  our  purposes,  suffi- 
ciently divergent  in  character  to  be  not  identical, 
and  therefore  vaccination  may  be  looked  upon  . 
a  truly  homeopathic  procedure,  where  the  dis< 
variola  is  prevented  and  cured  by  another,  though 
closely  allied  disease. 

Among  the  animal  poisons  it  has  been  found 
that  injections  of  cobra  venom  have  conferred 
immunity  to  plague,  but,  unfortunately,  I  have 
been  unable  to  refer  to  the  original  references, 
and  therefore  at  the  present  moment  cannot  give 
more  detail  of  this  instance. 

Coming  to  the  vegetable  poisons,  we  find  that 
experiments  have  been  conducted  by  Rummo — 
Rif.  Med.,  Jan.,  1894 — in  which  he  was  success- 
ful in  producing  immunity  to  tetanus  by  previ- 
ously immunizing  animals  or  establishing  in  them 
a  tolerance  to  strychnine,  a  substance  produc- 
ing physiological  effects  much  resembling  those 
of  tetanus. 

A  striking  instance  of  immunity  to  disease, 
produced  in  this  case  by  a  metallic  substance,  is 
the  fact  that  workers  in  copper  have  been  found 
to  be  immune  to  cholera. 

Referring  to  tract  No.  42,  of  the  Homeopathic 
League,  we  find  the  whole  evidence  set  out  in 
detail.  Briefly,  it  may  be  said  that  Hahnemann 
in  his  paper  on  cholera,  1831,  pointed  to  copper 
as  being  from  the  similarity  of  the  symptoms  of 
its  poisonous  action  on  the  body  of  those  of  the 
condition  constituting  cholera,  a  prophylactic 
to  the  disease.  He  advises  the  occasional  taking 
of  an  infinitesimal  dose  of  this  metal  during  an 
epidemic.  In  a  note  to  this  paper,  he  says,  "it 
has  been  found  in  Hungary,  that  those  who  wore 
next  the  skin  a  plate  of  copper,  were  exempt  from 
infection.  As  trustworthy  intelligence  informs 
me,  this  is  the  first  mention  made  in  medical 
literature  of  copper  being  so  used.  Since  that 
time  similar  observations  on  the  protective  influ- 
ence of  copper  have  been  repeatedly  made,  as  for 
example  by  Dr.  Burq,  of  Paris,  forty  years  ago. 
At  the  Paris  International  Congress,  in  1S7N. 
Dr.  Burq  referred  to  his  researches  twenty-five 
years  previously,  which  proved  to  him  the  im- 
munity from  cholera  possessed  by  workers  in  cop- 
per, and  said  that  where  the  question  had  been 
investigated  by  other  observers,  the  same  result 
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had  been  arrived  at.  He  also  traced  the  preser- 
vation of  Augbagne,  between  Toulon  and  Mar- 
seilles, through  every  epidemic  of  cholera,  to  the 
fact  that  the  large  quantity  of  copper  employed 
in  the  potteries  surrounding  the  city  produced, 
as  it  were,  a  rampart  of  copper-laden  dust. 

Dr.  Clapton  read  a  paper  in  1869  before  the 
Clinical  Society,  in  which  he  gave  the  results  of 
a  wide  series  of  inquiries  into  the  health  of  work- 
ers in  copper  during  the  epidemics  of  cholera. 
He  found  the  men  engaged  in  various  copper 
works  in  London  had  always  escaped  cholera, 
and  even  choleraic  diarrhea,  although  their  neigh- 
borhoods suffered  severely  during  the  great  epi- 
demics. Dr.  Leeson,  at  the  same  meeting,  stated 
that  in  1832  there  was  no  cholera  among  the  ver- 
digris workers  in  Deptford. 

Jousset,  during  the  epidemic  at  Charroux,  in 
Austria,  employed  plates  of  copper  to  protect  his 
patients  and,  as  he  says,  with  very  good  results. 

M.  Mailhet,  a  French  physician  practicing  in 
Japan,  recommended  the  "  copper  girdle  "  dur- 
ing an  epidemic  of  cholera  in  that  country  in 
1880,  and  among  the  forty-seven  severe  cases  that 
came  under  his  notice  there  was  not  one  wearer 
of  the  girdle. 

M.  Moldini  states  that  during  the  1854  epi- 
demic in  Paris,  he  saved  the  lives  of  many  sol- 
diers in  garrison  in  that  city  by  causing  them 
to  wear  plates  of  copper  next  the  skin,  and  ad- 
ministering to  them  a  few  drops  of  a  solution  of 
salts  of  copper  every  morning  and  evening.  Dr. 
Raymond,  at  Gallipoli,  adopted  the  same  prac- 
tice, with  complete  success.  Evidence  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  any  measure  employed  in  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  cholera  in  India  is  especially 
valuable.  The  editor  of  The  Calcutta  Medical 
Journal  mentions,  on  the  authority  of  a  deputy 
inspector  of  schools  in  Calcutta,  an  instance 
where  the  head  master  of  a  school,  in  a  district 
where  cholera  frequently  prevailed,  had  induced 
a  number  of  people  to  wear  a  copper  pice  next 
to  the  skin.  The  epidemics  occurred  in  this  dis- 
trict in  the  course  of  five  years,  and  not  one  per- 
son wearing  the  pice  was  affected. 

The  fact  that  copper  is  thoroughly  homeopathic 
to  the  second  stage  of  cholera,  the  fact  that  work- 
ers in  copper  have  uniformly,  so  far  as  researches 
up  to  this  time  have  ascertained,  passed  unscathed 
through  an  epidemic  prevailing  around  them,  the 
fact  that  a  number  of  competent  observers  have 
found  that  persons  wearing  copper  next  to  the 
skin  escape  from  attacks  when  their  neighbors, 
unprotected  by  this  metal,  fall  victims — justify 
us  abundantly  in  urging  all  persons  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  very  harmless  and,  at  the  same  time. 


hopeful  means  of  preserving  themselves  during 
an  epidemic. 

These  are  a  few  examples,  including  toxic,  ani- 
mal, vegetable  and  mineral  poisons,  in  proof  of 
the  fact  that  immunity  or  toleration  to  one  poison 
may  prevent  another  from  acting  injuriously. 

It  would  seem  an  obvious  or  at  least  justifiable 
deduction  from  this,  that  drugs  selected  by  the 
rule  of  similars  and  given  in  not  too  infinitesimal 
doses,  bring  about  a  cure  of  the  diseases  to  which 
they  are  the  simillimum  in  virtue  of  the  immunity 
to  them  which  the  cells  of  the  body  acquire.  If 
this  he  so,  then  the  law  or  rule  of  similars  is  not 
only  in  harmony  with,  but  is  part  of  the  universal 
law  of  immunity  which  operates  so  certainly  in 
the  toxic  diseases.  I  submit  this  proposition  as 
the  leading  idea  of  this  paper. 
♦      ♦ 

To  My  Old  Saddle-Bags— An  Ode. 

BY    R.   R.    WVATT,   M.   D.,   MACON,   MISS. 

I  lay  thee  away.  Dusty,  brown,  weather- 
beaten,  sun-warped,  so  thy  vials  fit  not,  rickety, 
forlorn,  but  friend  to  me  these  fifteen  years  thou 
hast  been. 

Always  faithful,  never  faltering,  wise  and  si- 
lent as  an  owl.  What  scenes  hast  thou  witnessed, 
departed  friend  ?  Joy  and  sadness,  perchance 
the  rifest,  noisiest  grief. 

Couldst  thou  speak,  old  friend,  many  a  tale 
might  thy  leathery  lips  unfold.  Tales  of  mid- 
night scenes,  of  darkest  night,  when  the  winds 
howled  and  the  tempest  roared,  making  thy  com- 
panion feel  a  mere  atom  upon  God's  great,  dark 
prairie ;  when  the  north  wind  soughed  as  though 
earth,  our  own  mother,  exhaled  her  foulest  breath 
that  we  might  have  chilliest  air. 

Naught  were  these  to  thee,  old  friend,  but  to 
thy  companion  much. 

Though  laid  away,  thou  the  blest  of  us  two, 
no  errors  to  thee  are  charged  against  the  last 
great  day. 

Honest,  faithful,  trying  to  be  true,  to  thy  com- 
panion came  grief,  perchance  errors  ;  who  knows  ? 

Sounds  of  the  wailing  and  moaning,  grim 
death — the  last  child,  the  bride  of  a  day,  dead. 

All  these  hast  thou  witnessed,  yet  silently. 
And  to  these  thy  ears  inanimate  were  closed. 
But  to  thy  companion,  what  fears,  what  misgiv- 
ings, lest  duty  might  have  been  truant,  or  the 
contents  of  thy  vials  misapplied. 

But  not  so  always.  For  many  a  time  and  oft, 
to  the  women  and  children,  the  father  and  hus- 
band, faithful,  did  we  restore;  the  babe  to  the 
bosom  of  fondest  mother,  the  brother  kind  to 
sister  dear. 

Then  would  the  heart  of  thy  companion  re- 
joice— thank  God — that  some  little  good  had  been 
done  by  thee  and   me. 

Farewell,  old  friend  !  ( )ld  and  battered,  thy 
companion,  as  thyself,  is  worn  and  weary  with 
the  weight  of  others'  troubles,  inanimate  thou 
and  animate  I  ;  we  shall  hardly  meet  again. 
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Wortb  "Reviewing. 

Coffeelsm. 

The  evil  effects  of  coffee  on  many  constitutions 
are  matters  well  known.  Many  a  case  of  per- 
sistent pruritus  has  been  made  to  disappear  by 
simply  interdicting  the  use  of  coffee  I  Mi  the 
other  hand,  coffee,  taken  without  milk  and  with 
but  little  sugar,  exercises  the  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence in  many  cases  of  migraine,  (.specially  if 
a  little  lemon  or  lime  juice  is  added  to  the  decoc- 
tion. Some  weeks  before  his  death  the  late  Prof. 
Charcot  was  in  attendance  upon  a  family  com- 
posed of  the  father,  mother,  and  six  children, 
who  had  become  the  victims  of  an  uncontrollable 
mental  irritability  upon  the  least  provocation. 
Hardly  a  meal  passed  at  the  family  hoard  without 
an  explosion.  Upon  the  least  pretext  the  father 
became  furious,  the  mother  scolded,  and  the 
children  would  give  way  to  hysterical  crying. 
The  family  were  all  hypochondriacal.  The 
strangest  part  of  the  history  consisted  in  the  fact 
that  domestics  employed  and  residing  in  the 
family  would  soon  partake  of  the  general  ca- 
chexia and  join  in  the  pandemonium.  In  the 
middle  ages,  this  house  would  have  been  con- 
sidered haunted,  and  somebody  would  have  been 
burned,  or  hung  and  quartered  as  having  en- 
chanted the  premises.  This  was  the  nineteenth 
century,  however,  and  as  demons,  goblins,  fairies, 
and  vampires  are  no  longer  the  fact,  Charcot 
looked  into  the  hygiene  of  the  locality  for  a  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulties.  On  investigation  he 
found  that  the  father  was  a  manufacturer  and  a 
dealer  in  coffee ;  the  roasting,  grinding,  and  pack- 
ing, as  well  as  the  manufacturing  of  the  essence 
and  of  the  extract  of  coffee,  being  carried  on  in 
the  lower  floors  of  the  premises.  In  the  apart- 
ments above  the  odor  of  coffee  permeated  every 
nook ;  the  furniture  and  clothing  smelt  strongly 
of  coffee.  The  inmates  were  suffering  from 
chronic  coffceism.  A  few  weeks'  residence  in  the 
purer  air  of  the  seashore  and  change  of  habita- 
tion soon  brought  about  a  change  for  the  better. 

We  find  in  the  provings  of  kahnia  latifolia 
great  pain  down  the  back,  as  if  the  back  would 
break  ;  pain  in  localized  regions  of  the  spine  ;  then, 
again,  we  find  pain  from  the  hips  to  knees  and 
knees  to  feet,  described  as  rending  or  tearing, 
which  remind  one  of  the  lightning  pains  of  loco- 
motor ataxia,  for  which  I  would  strongly  recom- 
mend kalmia  to  be  well  tried.  I  have  under  my 
care  a  case  of  locomotor  of  fourteen  years'  stand- 
ing, a  man.  aged  65,  who  has  been  many  years 
under  Dr.  Clarke,  who  transferred  him  to  me. 
The  patient  is  quite  blind  and  unable  to  walk  at 
all.  When  I  first  saw  him  he  was  complaining 
chiefly  of  sleeplessness  duv  to  a  constant  throb- 
bing headache  in  the  left  parietal  region  which 
had  lasted  two  or  three  months;  also  of  vertigo 
and  shooting  pains  in  his  legs,  worse  in  the  right, 
which  pains  frequently  shifted  their  position. 
He  had  no  pain  elsewhere.     On  account  of  tli 


pains  and  the  vertigo,  I  gave  him  kalmia  3X  mLi.  in 
half  a  pint  of   water,  a  di  1  three  times 

a  day,  remembering  that  Carn.il  Dunham  gives 
as  a  characteristic  that  the  pains  of  kalmia  pass 
through  their  province  quickly.and  affect  a  large 
part  of  a  limb,  which  description  seemed  very 
applicable  to  lightning  pains.  The  result  in  this 
case  was  a  rapid  disappearance  of  the  headache, 
sleeplessness,  and  vertigo;  and  marked  relief  from 
the  pains  in  his  legs.  (  >nly  once  since  November 
last  has  he  had  the  lightning  pains,  and  that  after 
having  had  no  kalmia  for  some  weeks.  1  have 
provided  him  with  some  powders  of  kalmia  200 
to  take  if  the  pains  recur.  There  has  been  no 
return  of  the  headache  or  sleeplessness  after  four 
months. — I.  R.   P.  Lambert. 

Varicose  Veins  for  Thirty-five  Years. 

A  printer,  of  medium  weight,  aged  ^2.  has  suf- 
fered from  varicose  veins  since  he  was  seven- 
teen. For  twenty-seven  years  he  has  suffered 
from  eczema  around  the  ankles,  in  successive 
outbreaks,  and  has  had  frequent  attacks  of  vari- 
cose ulcers,  often  lasting  for  two  to  three  months. 
The  family  history  showed  a  strong  disposition 
to  varicose  veins.  The  sister,  father,  and 
grandfather  all  suffered  from  the  same  com- 
plaint. 

The  legs  were  like  bags  of  veins  from  the  knees 
downwards,  the  veins  feeling  hard  like  cords,  the 
veins  on  the  insides  of  the  thighs  and  in  the 
groins  wen-  also  enlarged.  The  chest  was  free 
from  visible  veins.  He  was  in  constant  pain 
from  throbbing  in  the  legs,  so  much  so,  that  life 
was  quite  a  burden  to  him.  Up  to  six  years  be- 
fore coming  under  treatment  patient  had  done 
light  work,  but  since  then  he  had  been  working 
at  a  lithographer's  and  had  been  lifting  heavy 
weights.  1  le  had  worn  bandages  on  his  legs  con- 
tinuously for  thirty  years  and  for  the  last  ten 
years  Martin's  rubber  ones.  This  will  explain  the 
erythematous  condition  of  the  legs  from  which 
he  so  constantly  suffered. 

Below  each  ankle  was  an  old  brown  cicatrix 
from  previous  ulcers.  The  man  came  to  my 
clinic  first  on  November  5,  when  I  put  him  on 
fluoric  acid  [2.  1  le  could  not  then  be  persuaded 
to  give  up  his  bandages.  He  was  also  given  ig- 
natia  for  sleeplessness,  which  was  due  to  nervous- 
ness. After  taking  the  fluoric  acid  for  three 
weeks,  he  could  leave  off  the  rubber  bandages 
for  part  of  the  day.  The  veins  were  still  im- 
proving and  looked  and  felt  more  healthy.  Be- 
sides taking  the  fluoric  acid  he  was  rubbing  the 
legs  upward  every  day  with  simple  lanoline  oint- 
ment. .  .  .  The  case  was  a  very  bad  one.  and 
certainly  a  very  unpromising  one,  and  from  wear- 
ing bandages  for  so  many  years  the  veins  had 
entirely  lost  their  natural  support.  The  fluoric 
I  was  given  in  the  [2th  and  30th  dilution,  and 
no  external  application  was  used  beyond  friction 
with  lanoline  ointment.  The  man  continued  at 
his  arduous  work  the  whole  time  he  was  under 
treatment. — Washington  Epps. 
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By  O   B  SERVER 


Diseases    of   the    Stomach, 
in    Nothnagel's    Encyclopedia. 

It  is  perhaps  inevitable  to  compare  this  latest 
exemplar  of  German  medical  science  with  Ziems- 
sen's,  which  did  so  much  to  establish  the  suprem- 
acy of  German  medicine  a  generation  ago.  and  it 
is  impossible  to  feel  that  the  comparison  is  alto- 
gether favorable  to  the  newcomer.  Apart  from 
the  solid  merits  of  the  text,  one  cannot  help  being 
repelled  by  the  grating  style  in  which  the  trans- 
lation of  the  volume  on  "  Diseases  of  the  Stom- 
ach "  is  presented,  while  his  eyes  will  be  offended 
by  the  eccentricities  of  spelling  affected  by  the 
printers.  We  read  of  "  smaragd  green "  for 
"  emerald  green,"  "  dull  "  for  "  blunt  " — for  ex- 
ample, "a  dull  spoon"  (p.  181),  "a  dull  stom- 
ach tube"  (p.  63);  while  "will"  generally  re- 
places "  shall."  On  page  268  the  words  "  thin  " 
and  "  thick  "  are  curiously  confounded.  "  Ewald 
used  a  thick  rubber  tube  "  to  cover  the  wire  of 
a  stomach  electrode,  but  a  few  lines  lower  down 
we  are  told  that  "  Rosenheim,  like  Ewald,  uses  a 
thin  stomach  tube."  In  the  second  sentence 
"  thin  "  is  evidently  used  in  the  sense  of  slender, 
while  in  the  first  "  thick  "  refers  to  the  walls  of 
the  tube,  but  both  adjectives  are  applied  to  the 
same  instrument,  which  is  both  thick  and  thin  ! 

No  rule  seems  to  be  followed  in  dealing  with 
nouns  of  multitude,  which  sometimes  are  follow- 
ed by  the  verb  in  the  singula.!,  at  others  in  the 
plural.  On  page  221  we  read  "per  orem."  but 
this  is  no  doubt  a  slip,  as  elsewhere  "  per  os  "  is 
employed. 

To  pass  to  the  subject  matter,  Riegel  com- 
mences with  an  account  of  the  modern  methods  of 
stomach  examination.  The  author  points  out 
that  a  good  deal  of  time  may  be  wasted  upon  the 
determination  of  the  total  amount  of  hydrochloric 
acid  in  the  stomach  contents  without  obtaining 
any  practical  information  of  proportional  value. 
As  he  says,  the  hydrochloric  acid  question  is  not 
so  important  as  it  was  thought  to  be  a  few  years 
ago,  and  at  present  the  position,  size,  and  motility 
of  the  stomach  justly  claim  greater  attention.  For 
the  determination  of  its  position  and  size  he  rec- 
ognizes the  great  advantage  of  inflating  with 
CO2,  the  value  of  the  method  consisting  not  only 
in  determining  the  lower  boundary  of  the  stom- 
ach, but  in  delineating  its  form  and  position  and 
establishing  the  presence  or  absence  of  tumors 
connected  with  it.  He  adds  :  "  Personally  I 
have  never  seen  any  disagreeable  consequences  or 
any  symptons  whatever,  although  I  have  per- 
formed inflations  almost  daily  for  many  years." 


In  the  chapter  on  diet  a  good  many  statements 
seem  to  be  made  without  much  consideration. 
For  example,  aleuronat  flour  is  said  to  be  a  very 
suitable  article  of  food  for  dyspeptics,  but  we 
find  it  as  difficult  to  cook  as  so  much  sand,  and 
it  can  only  be  made  into  articles  of  food  by  mix- 
ing it  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  ordinary 
flour,  nor  do  we  see  why  dried  gluten  should  be 
thought  specially  digestible.  On  the  same  page 
the  author  praises  Valentin's  meat  juice  as  being 
comparatively  cheap ;  by  which  we  understand 
him  to  mean  that  it  is  cheaper  than  expressed 
meat  juice  from  fresh  meat,  but  unless  it  is  sup- 
plied at  a  lower  price  in  Germany  than  it  is  here 
we  doubt  if  this  is  the  case.  On  the  next  page, 
speaking  of  vegetables,  we  are  told  that  "  roots 
and  bulbs  are  usually  devoid  of  much  nutritive 
value,"  but  we  had  always  supposed  starch  and 
sugar,  of  which  bulbs  and  roots  contain  a  con- 
siderable quantity,  to  be  of  great  nutritive  value. 
A  little  lower  down  veal  is  said  to  be  a  readily  di- 
gestible meat,  although  Beaumont's  table  places 
veal  very  low  in  the  list  of  digestible  substances. 
No  doubt  Beaumont's  results  have  been  some- 
what modified  by  Gigglberger,  but  even  accord- 
ing to  the  latter  roast  veal  is  not  more  digestible 
than  roast  beef,  and  is  less  so  than  roast  mutton. 

We  must  also  express  surprise  at  learning  that 
"  every  stomach  case  will  tolerate  considerable 
quantities  of  butter  if  given  with  cakes  or  fine 
white  bread,"  for  butter  in  "  considerable  quan- 
tities "  is  very  apt  to  cause  intense  gastric  irrita- 
tion, and  many  dyspeptic  patients  are  obliged  to 
abstain  from  it  altogether.  The  author  is  a  be- 
liever in  the  value  of  nutritive  enemata.  but  he 
does  not  recognize  the  necessity  for  making  them 
in  a  complicated  manner,  and  recommends  a  mix- 
ture of  milk  and  eggs,  with  a  small  quantity  of 
salt  and  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  of  red  wine.  He 
is  emphatic  with  regard  to  the  addition  of  salt, 
as  Huber  found  that  it  greatly  increased  absorp- 
tion, and  this  conclusion  was  supported  by 
Greutzner.  The  dictum  that  champagne  must 
be  considered  a  beverage  that  is  in  general  un- 
suited  to  the  stomach  is  too  sweeping,  for  good 
champagne  is  of  all  alcoholic  beverages  the  one 
most  easily  tolerated  by  the  stomach.  Nor  do 
we  agree  that  coffee  does  not  suit  cases  of  stom- 
ach disease  as  well  as  tea,  and  that  the  latter  is 
always  preferable ;  we  can  only  assume  in  expla- 
nation that  the  author's  acquaintance  with  the 
use  of  tea  is  limited  to  the  classes  who  use  it  in 
very  small  quantities  and  employ  only  the  finer 
qualities;  if  he  were  in  the  habit  of  dealing  with 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


197 


a  population  drinking  cosrse  Indian  or  Ceylon 
tea,  he  would  find  it  to  be  a  very  common  cause 
of  gastric  disturbance. 

On  page  221  the  effects  of  tobacco  are  spoken 
of  with  some  hesitation,  although  the  general 
rule  is  laid  down  that  patients  with  any  slomacii 
disease  should  smoke  as  little  as  possible ;  but  on 
page  303  the  author  definitely  asserts  that  attacks 
of  hyperchlorhydria  occur  acutely  after  the  ex- 
cessive use  of  tobacco,  even  in  persons  accus- 
tomed to  smoke  continuously. 

Alkalies  are  accepted  as  a  means  of  counter- 
acting hyperacidity,  but  their  value  as  a  means 
of  stimulating  the  gastric  secretion  is  denied.  In 
support  of  this  view  we  may  recall  the  results  of 
Pawlow's  experiments,  which  show  that  alkalies 
have  a  distinctly  inhibitory  effect  upon  the  gas- 
tric glands.  He  thinks  the  administration  of  pep- 
sin is  rarely  indicated,  but  papaine  may  be  tried 
where  hydrochloric  acid  is  absent.  This  statement 
is  theoretically  true,  but  we  have  yet  to  see  a  prep- 
aration of  papaine  which  will  keep  a  reasonable 
time  without  losing  its  digestive  action.  Cases 
in  which  the  salivary  secretion  is  deficient  are 
held  to  be  exceedingly  rare,  and  the  utility  of  ad- 
ding diastatic  ferments  to  the  food  is  not  ad- 
mitted. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  washing  out  of  the 
stomach  is  recommended  to  be  done  at  night, 
three  hours  after  the  last  meal.  It  may  be  an  in- 
convenient time  if  the  practitioner  has  to  do  it, 
but  the  patient  may  be  taught  to  perform  it  for 
himself,  or  a  nurse  can  do  it.  The  utility  of  the 
operation  is  greatly  diminished  if  it  is  performed 
when  food  has  to  be  taken  again  almost  imme- 
diatelv,  as  the  stomach  gets  no  rest,  instead  of 
being  thoroughly  cleansed  and  remaining  empty 
and  undisturbed  for  ten  or  twelve  hours.  With 
regard  to  electricity  and  its  various  applications 
to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  stomach  it  is 
satisfactory  to  be  told  that  "  the  general  prac- 
titioner can  get  along  without  it,  or,  at  all  events, 
he  can  treat  his  patients  by  other  methods  which 
are  just  as  effective."  This  opinion,  however,  is 
not  of  the  American  editor,  who  appends  a  note 
advocating  the  intragastric  method  of  Einhorn. 
In  the  chapter  on  ectasy  the  author  contends  that 
it  means  permanent  enlargement  of  the  stomach. 
We  have  seen  cases  recover  after  a  few  days' 
rest  which  we  should  not  know  how  to  describe 
except  as  ectasy  or  dilatation,  nor  could  we  have 
foretold  the  result  of  treatment  by  any  distinctive 
sign  or  symptom;  all  we  can  say  is  that  there  is 
better  chance  of  recovery  taking  place  where  the 
patient  is  young  and  the  general  condition  good. 
In  the  etiology  of  primary  dilatation  insufficient 
stress  seem*  to  be  laid  upon  neurasthenia  as  a 
cause. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  author  repudiates 
the  suggestion  that  malposition  of  the  stomach  or 
gastroptosis  is  a  cause  of  the  nervous  and  hys- 
terical symptoms,  and  recognizes  that  when  they 
occur  they  are,  like  the  condition  of  the  stomach, 
dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  nervous  system. 


The  doctrine  that  the  use  of  the  stomach  tube 
is  necessary  for  the  diagnosis  of  gastric  ulcer  or 
that  it  is  free  from  danger  cannot  be  accepted; 
if  it  were  true  that  hyperacidity  constituted  trust- 
worthy evidence  of  ulceration,  it  might  be  worth 
while  to  pass  the  tube,  but  unfortunately  this  is 
not  the  case.  Hyperacidity  may  he  present  in 
chlorosis,  and  it  is  precisely  in  this  disease  when 
complicated  by  gastralgia  that  the  clinical  picture 
of  gastric  ulcer  is  so  closely  simulated.  Ricgel 
does  not  seem  to  appreciate  clearly  the  form  of 
gastralgia  met  with  in  chlorosis,  and  which  was 
s< '  well  described  by  Leube. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  ulcer,  Rieg<  1 
commends  Donkin's  plan  of  keeping  the  patient 
fed  by  the  rectum  for  as  long  as  twenty-three 
days,  and  says  that  he  does  this  not  only  in  old 
and  chronic  cases,  but  also  in  recent  ones,  vet 
when  he  comes  to  describe  his  treatment  in  de- 
tail he  says  he  keeps  up  rectal  feeding  only  for  six 
or  eight  days.  Probably  all  would  agree  that  af- 
ter a  recent  hemorrhage  the  stomach  had  better 
be  kept  at  rest,  and  nutritive  enemata  relied  on 
for  at  least  48  hours,  but  after  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  liquid  food,  for  example  milk,  by  the 
mouth  may  be  resumed,  and  experience  has  abun- 
dantly shown  that  patients  so  fed  suffer  no  pain 
and  rapidly  get  well.  The  treatment  of  cases  of 
gastric  ulcer  does  not  ordinarily  present  any  diffi- 
culty, and  rectal  feeding  can  only  be  justified  by 
being  shown  to  fulfill  some  condition  in  which  the 
ordinary  mode  of  feeding  fails.  Another  point 
in  which  we  do  not  agree  with  our  author  is  in 
his  want  of  confidence  in  milk.  He  says :  "  Un- 
fortunately patients  cannot  be  kept  on  a  pure  milk 
diet  for  a  long  period  of  time  because  the  de- 
mands of  the  body  cannot  be  satisfied  by  milk 
alone.  The  administration  of  milk  diet  is  essen- 
tially a  hunger  cure,  and  causes  the  patient  to 
lose  considerable  tissue."  We  do  not  find  that 
patients  lose  "  considerable  tissue  "  on  milk  diet, 
but  it  is  not  clear  what  is  meant  by  a  "  a  long 
time."  Two  or  three  weeks  at  most  are  required 
for  the  milk  cure  in  the  case  of  gastric  ulcer, 
after  that  time  the  patient  can  begin  to  take  or- 
dinary food.  Again,  we  dissent  from  the  injunc- 
tion that  "  coffee  should  never  be  allowed  in  ul- 
cer, tea  may  be  given." 

A    Manual 

of    Operative    Surgery. 

This  great  volume  of  1592  pages  of  general 
excellence  exhibits  some  strange  deficiencies.  It 
is  by  Frederick  Treves  and  the  preparation  of 
the  second  edition  has  been  mainly  carried  out  by 
Mr.  1  futchinson. 

In  the  section  dealing  with  plastic  operations 
for  congenital  deformities  of  the  bladder  and 
penis  there  is  no  mention  of  Beck's  operation  for 
hypospadias,  nor  of  van  Hook's  or  Nove-Jusser- 
and's  methods,  nor  of  Cantwell's  operation  for 
epispadias,  nor  of  Maydl's  method  of  transplan- 
tation of  the  ureter^  into  the  sigmoid  flexure,  nor 
of  Peters's  extraperitoneal  operation   for  extro- 
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version.  It  may  indeed  be  said  that  the  opera- 
tions which  have  failed  us  in  the  past  are  de- 
scribed, and  the  operations  which  are  likely  to 
serve  us  for  the  present  and  in  the  future  are 
omitted.  The  section  dealing  with  "operations 
designed  to  divert  the  urinary  passages"  occupies 
but  half  a  page,  and  opens  with  the  statement 
"  the  procedures  merely  require  to  be  enu- 
merated." 

It  is  surprising  to  find  the  followingopinion  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  the  Trendelenburg  posi- 
tion :  "  For  my  own  part,  I  have  found  the  Tren- 
delenburg position  of  no  advantage  except  per- 
haps in  the  ligaturing  of  the  iliac  vessels.  After 
a  careful  trial  I  have  entirely  abandoned  this 
position  of  the  patient."  And  further,  to  be  told 
that,  in  making  an  abdominal  incision,  "  it  is  even 
possible  (by  dissociating  the  muscle  fibers)  to 
avoid  cutting  any  of  them  across ;  this,  however, 
is  carrying  caution  to  extremes." 

The  operation  of  pyloroplasty  is  very  properly 
discredited ;  but  mention  might  have  been  made 
of  Finney's  and  of  Kocher's  methods  of  gastro- 
duodenostomy.  The  chapters  on  intestinal  ob- 
struction and  on  intestinal  resection  are  ex- 
tremely good,  but  we  may  take  exception  to  the 
statement  that  no  resection  operation  should  be 
entertained  in  instances  in  which  the  mesenteric 
glands  are  involved.  The  descriptions  of  the 
operations  for  gall  stones  are,  on  the  whole,  satis- 
factory, though  more  decided  opinions  might 
have  been  expressed  upon  the  inadvisability  of 
performing  "  ideal  cholecystotomy,"  and  upon 
the  need  in  practically  all  cases  of  stone  in  the 
common  duct  of  drainage  of  the  duct  by  a  rubber 
tube.  It  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  the 
duct  should  be  sutured,  whereas  drainage,  as  a 
rule,  is  desirable. 

The  account  given  of  the  operative  treatment 
of  the  various  forms  of  herniae  suffers  somewhat 
from  lack  of  method.  The  "  operation  for 
strangulated  hernia  "  is  first  described,  and  a 
general  account  is  given ;  then  "  the  operation  as 
applied  to  particular  herniae!";  and  finally  "opera- 
tions for  the  radical  cure  of  hernia,"  with  a 
separate  paragraph  entitled  "  modified  proced- 
ures adapted  to  cases  of  strangulation."  All  this 
is  unnecessarily  diffuse,  and  the  figures  are  not 
good.  The  time-honored  figure  borrowed  from 
Ferguson  might,  at  least,  be  altered  so  far  as  the 
sleeves  and  cuffs  and  links  of  the  surgeon  are 
concerned.  Fig.  423  shows  the  pubes  half  shaved 
for  operation,  and  in  Fig.  424  the  pubes  is  not 
shaved  at  all.  The  descriptions  of  the  operations 
for  the  radical  cure  of  femoral  and  inguinal 
hernia  are  not  as  clear  and  precise  as  they  might 
be,  and  the  addition  of  several  good  diagrams 
would  have  been  an  advantage.  No  mention  is 
made  of  the  "  overlapping "  operation  for  the 
radical  cure  of  umbilical  hernia,  which  in  the 
hands  of  many  surgeons  has  replaced  all  other 
methods.  If  the  authors  had  put  this  operation 
to  the  test,  their  estimate  of  the  frequency  of 
recurrence    would   probably   be   modified.      The 


percentage  of  recurrence  after  operation  for 
radical  cure  is  estimated  at,  for  inguinal  hernia, 
20  to  30  per  cent.,  for  femoral  30  to  40  per  cent., 
for  umbilical  50  to  60  per  cent.  YVe  have  made 
these  criticisms  in  no  carping  spirit.  We  have 
mentioned  flaws  in  an  otherwise  admirable  work. 

12,000    Faelle    von 

Haut-    und    Geschlechts-Krankheiten. 

Tlie  report  on  12,000  cases  of  skin  and  vene- 
real diseases  which  have  been  dealt  with  in  Pro- 
fessor Finger's  out-patients,  at  Vienna,  contains 
many  details  apart  from  the  merely  statistical 
information  supplied.  As  far  as  skin  diseases 
proper  are  concerned,  eczema  heads  the  list  here 
as  elsewhere.  Under  eczema  are  included  cases 
of  trade  or  occupation  dermatoses.  The  details 
of  a  case  of  carbamide  dermatitis  may  be  men- 
tioned here.  It  occurred  in  a  man  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  acetylene  gas,  who  presented, 
in  addition  to  an  eczematous  dermatitis,  a  num- 
ber of  sharply  punched-out  suppurating  ulcers, 
involving  the  whole  thickness  of  the  skin  from  a 
lentil  to  about  a  sixpence  in  size. 

The  authors  of  the  report  speak  well  of  the  use 
of  naphthalin  in  eczema  generally,  except  in  verv 
acute  cases.  They  state  that  in  acne  vulgaris 
they  have  found  gastro-intestinal  disturbances  in 
the  very  great  majority  of  cases. 

At  one  time,  it  may  be  mentioned,  the  Viennese 
school  rather  disregarded  general  indications, 
confining  treatment  to  local  conditions  only. 
They  still  refer  to  pityriasis  rosea  (so-called,  they 
add)  as  acute  universal  herpes  tonsurans  macu- 
losus,  including  it  under  ringworm.  This  disease 
is  a  well-defined  condition,  and  not  ringworm. 
The  section  which  deals  with  syphilis  is  very  in- 
teresting, and  gives  details  of  cases  of  extra- 
genital chancres.  It  is  a  pity  the  antiquated 
designations  psoriasis  palmaris  et  plantaris  and 
psoriasis  mucosas  oris  are  still  employed.  They 
are  misleading,  and  it  is  time  they  were  expunged 
from  syphilitic  nomenclature. 

The  portions  relating  to  treatment  may  be 
given  in  mice  as  follows:  Intra-muscular  injec- 
tions of  calomel  answered  well,  and  were  prac- 
tically without  drawbacks,  as  was  also  emulsion 
of  mercury  salicylate  in  paraffin  used  in  the  same 
way.  The  authors  think  less  of  the  soluble  salts, 
which  are  milder  in  action  than  the  former. 
They  prefer  the  salicylate  emulsion.  The  soluble 
salts,  however,  are  practically  safe.  On  the 
other  hand  the  insoluble  mercurial  preparations 
have  now  and  then  given  rise  to  serious  complica- 
tions, even  in  competent  hands.  YVelander's 
treatment  is  a  slow  and  very  mild  method.  Good 
results  were  obtained  with  iodipin  subcutaneously 
injected  in  tertiary  syphilis.  The  report  also  in- 
cludes gonorrheal  cases.  The  new  silver-al- 
bumin preparations,  the  authors  found,  had 
advantages.  They  used  largin,  protargol,  ar- 
gonin,  albargin,  etc.,  and  gave  the  preference  to 
largin  and  protargol  and  found  the  former  the 
more  energetic  of  the  two ;  argonin.  however, 
answered  best  in  cases  of  posterior  urethritis. 
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Two  Doctors'  Dinners. 

"  Women  Doctors'  Dinner  "  is  the  sub-head  of 
an  item  in  one  of  the  New  York  morning  papers 
of  recent  date  describing  the  meet  and  good  time 
with  meat  and  drink  of  the  alumnae  of  the  New 
York  Medical  College  and  Hospital  which  held 
their  first  annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Manhattan 
last  night,  "  when  nine  speakers  told  the  300 
guests  a  great  many  things  about  tumors,  poli- 
tics, homeopathic  remedies,  women  doctors,  and 
missionary  work." 

We  are  informed  that  "  Dr.  Clarice  Parsons, 
of  Vermont,  in  a  dazzling  gown  of  black  and 
white  embroidered  net.  told  of  her  regret  at  hav- 
ing left  New  York.  She  said  that  to  be  within 
earshot  of  Gotham  she  would  be  willing  to  even 
live  in  Brooklyn,  '  where  I  can  learn  men  are  liv- 
ing a  new  life  or  pushing  it  in  a  go-cart.'  ' 

"  Dr.  Esther  Baldwin,  who  has  spent  the  last 
twenty  years  of  her  life  in  China,  devoting  most 
of  her  time  to  surgery  and  missionary  work, 
made  the  hit  of  the  evening  with  a  tumor  story 
that  was  referred  to  in  all  the  speeches  that  fol- 
lowed. A  woman  surgeon  had  removed  a  tu- 
mor from  a  little  bit  of  a  Chinese  woman  that 
weighed  283  pounds.  The  woman  was  only  four 
foot  seven  inches  high,  and  the  tumor  weighed 
n  >2  pounds,"  etc.,  etc. 

Which  suggests  that  if  the  report,  also  from 
Xew  York,  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the 
New  York  Homeopathic  College,  had  been  writ- 
ten bv  the  same  young  and  giddy  little  female 
reportee,  who  does  those  beautifully  brilliant  yet 
withal  poetical  and  eloquent  things  for  the  Sun- 
day morning  paper  under  the  caption  of  Women's 
Activities,  it  would  have  appeared  something  like 
this : 

"  Four  hundred  men  at  arms,  men  yeomen  and 
strong,  men  of  varying  ages,  blithe  and  gay,  ton- 
sure dark  and  gray,  men  who  had  labored  unre- 
mittingly, toilsomely,  thoroughly,  sweetly  and  pa- 
tiently for  years  many  in  number  in  the  ( iod-given 
and  merciful  gift  of  healing  the  ill,  and  lifting  up 
the  standard  of  medical  education  as  well  as  the 
despairing  and  downtrodden,  met  in  the  Grand 
Ball  room  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  last  night; 
without  premeditation  they  rose  as  one  and  re- 
sponded to  the  inspired  slogan  of  this  far-in- 
advance  school.  Similia  Similibus  Curantur,  with 
a  cheer  that  was  fain  to  rend  the  rafters  and  en- 
danger the  permanency  of  the  decalcomania  fret- 
work of  that  wonderful  hostelry.  And  over  the 
face  of  Dr.  Guilliaume  Harvey  le  Roi,  Dean  of 
the  faculty,  who  was  arrayed  in  a  dazzling  suit 
of  black  and  white,  cut  en  bias,  an 
chip-tail    upper-garment,    an    American    beauty 


decorating  the  left  lapel,  trousers,  a  la  Kuppen- 
heimer,  with  four  button  kid-top  enamel  sou- 
liers,  his  crush  hat  of  the  newest  crepe  pattern, 
white  silk  insides  tastily  tucked  en  train  into  his 
manly  bosom,  hair  done  in  mild  poudre  de  riz  and 
arranged  a  la  Pompadour,  caught  up  on  the  sides 
in  tasty  lingamaree,  supported  by  his  two  refined 
and  wax-like  auricular  appendixes,  spread  a 
smile  of  satisfied  pride. 

"  What's  the  matter  with  the  Dean?"  yelled 
the  Doctors  in  cohort  and  consort,  and  in  sten- 
torian unanimity. 

'"  1  le's  all  right  !"  came  the  cheerful  and  cheer- 
ing response. 

It  was  a  psychological  moment,  one  not  soon  to 
fade  from  the  tablets  of  memory.  It  was  grand. 
It  was  inspiring.  It  was  noble.  And  the  ladies 
applauded. 

It  was  the  twenty-second  annual  dinner  oi  the 
Alumni  Association  of  the  Xew  York  Homeop- 
athists  and  the  room  and  guests  were  filled. 
Aye,  filled. 

"  We  are  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow," 
said  Dr.  Willis  A.  Dewey,  President  of  the  Alum- 
ni, in  an  English-cut  dress  coat,  costing  ten 
guineas  net,  tails  long  and  hanging  down  behind 
with  excellent  effect,  an  immaculately  laundried 
white  shirt,  with  two  brilliant  stones  decorating 
and  setting  off  this  white  expanse  of  braw  bosom, 
a-turn-down  Coon  and  Cluett  No.  18  collar,  a 
small  white  duck,  edge-embroidered,  hem-stitched 
and  wire-drawn  college  tie,  hair  recently  1  lat- 
hered with  Eau  de  Caneen  and  a  la  Savonarola 
VII,  beard  trimmed  close  to  the  cheek  but  termi- 
nating a  la  Van  Dyke,  a  trifle  white  in  spots, 
round  cuffs  with  plain  gold  cuff  buttons  of  the 
Louis  Kanze  period,  vest  cut  low  en  corsage, 
trousers  full  bottomed,  black  as  a  raven's  wing, 
full  at  the  knees  and  glossy  in  part-,  supported 
on  a  pair  of  Kingelbeutel's  latest  creation  in  foot- 
wear, ''to  show  our  loyalty  to  our  ancient 
mother,  and  to  welcome  newcomers  to  our 
ranks.'' 

Twenty-nine  new  Doctors  were  enrolled. 

The  honor  men  of  the  class  were  Louis  Rene 
Marchand,  in  plain  black,  without  jewelry,  dull 
finish  to  shoes,  silk  handkerchief  in  left  hip 
pocket,  and  lovely  bouquet  of  American  beauties 
resting  in  hollow  of  right  arm;  and  Percy  Wil- 
liam Barn,  who  was  wonderfully  fine  in  a  dazzling 
suit  of  nun's  veiling,  hair  parted  down  the  mid- 
dle but  beautifully  arranged  in  puffs  on  either 
side,  stand-up-and-turn-over  collar,  three  button 
1  )avenport,  with  cream  silk  lining  in  sleeves.  1 
enamel  shoes,  trousers  a  la  University.  These 
two  elegantly  appareled  gentlemen  took  the  first 
and  second   faculty  prizi 
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The  decorations  of  the  Ball  room  were  a  dream 
of  Oriental  splendor,  in  lighted  lanterns,  bor- 
rowed potted  flowers  and  ferns.  The  music  was 
delicious  and  entrancing. 

Dr.  Himmelfixer,  in  cut-away  sack,  salt-and- 
pepper,  ball-bearing  and  hard  finish,  related  his 
experience  with  the  Pratt  speculum  while  guy- 
roping  the  lower  and  middle  lobe  of  the  sigmoid 
flexure ;  he  did  this  in  such  an  oracular  and  real- 
istic effect,  that  it  came  home  most  vividly  to 
each  gay  and  cheerful  banquetier,  and  was  fain 
to  mingle  unbidden  with  the  consomm,  and  so 
on  through  the  beautifully  hand  decorated  card 
de  menu  down  to  and  including  the  Flora  del 
Feena  cigars  gratuitously  contributed  by  Alex- 
andrino  Bonita  Norton  from  his  recent  importa- 
tion from  Cuba. 

Dr.  Kidder,  the  eminent  obstetricist.  who  has 
lived  the  last  twenty-one  years  in  darkest  New 
Jersey,  as  in  a  penal  colony,  in  lavender  necker- 
chief, caught  up  with  a  dog's  head  pin,  eyes  of 
burnished  Barrios,  Dent  gloves  in  his  hip  pocket, 
described  his  last  and  latest  technique  in  the  sec- 
ond stage  of  parturient  labor.  This  was  a  mas- 
terful arraignment  of  essentials  and  details  most 
highly  appreciated  as  well  by  the  banquetiers  as 
by  their  fair  partners  because  of  the  rarity  of  its 
happening  in  the  ho  tunn  society. 

And  so  nine  Doctors  in  all,  of  this  splendid  so- 
ciety stood  up  and  told  the  remaining  four  hun- 
dred of  their  professional  endeavors  and  suc- 
cesses, the  while  circulating  by  the  hands  of  the 
engaging  waiters,  their  latest  reprints  from  the 
North  American  Journal  or  the  American 
Physician,  with  graphic  life-like  half-tone  pic- 
tures of  these  operations. 

Did  they  ? 

Well,  we  guess  not ! 

Not  so  long  as  the  olives  and  nuts  and  other 
small   banquet-table   impedimenta   held   out. 

That  isn't  the  way  men  foregather  in  their 
banquets. 

At  least  not  the  red-blooded  kind. 

And  we  don't  for  one  moment  believe  that  the 
women  doctors  cut  up  any  such  didos  as  this 
sweet  woman  reporter  alleges  them  to  have  done. 
But  being  a  woman  herself  she  believed  she 
would  serve  her  sisters  best  by  reporting  the  Doc- 
tors' Dinner  like  a  modern  wedding  or  a  recep- 
tion with  five  o'clock  tea  and  grass  sandwiches. 

Das  Ewige  Weibliche ! 
♦     ♦ 

Beware,  Brother  Editors,  et  at. 

A  former  reputable  publishing  house  selling  an 
encyclopedic  Library  of  Universal  Literature, 
sent  us,  and  doubtlessly  also  to  others  in  the 
city  and  elsewhere,  a  handful  of  circulars  done  in 
black  and  red,  duly  numbered  and  signed,  prom- 
ising, upon  returning  an  enclosed  post-card, 
which  agreed  to  print  review-notices  of  the  Li- 
brary, to  send  the  editor  a  series  of  ten  compli- 
mentary books  without  charge  of  any  kind  what- 


soever, save  and  except  the  asked-for  reading- 
notices  of  the  Library  to  be  exploited.  After 
studying  the  scheme  for  a  little  while  and  won- 
dering where  the  "  nigger  was  in  the  wood-pile  " 
we  concluded  to  try  it  on.  And  with  this  result : 
Not  more  than  a  month  after  returning  the  post- 
card bearing  our  willingness  to  give  the  reading- 
notices,  if  the  Library  of  Universal  Literature 
met  our  expectations  and  their  promises,  a  youth 
appeared  one  afternoon  in  office-hours,  presented 
that  especial  post-card  and  craved  a  few  min- 
utes' time  in  which  to  get  our  preference  in  the 
matter  of  the  promised  ten  volumes.  He  pro- 
duced a  dirty  and  thumb-stained  circular  with  a 
list  of  books  containing  such  wonderful  and  mod- 
ern stories  as  Black  Beauty,  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 
and  the  like,  and  asked  that  we  check  off  ten  of 
these  books.  Nothing  loth  and  wondering  if  we 
could  at  last  get  Something  for  Nothing,  we  did 
so.  The  youth  aforementioned,  without  looking 
at  the  list,  and  without  care  or  further  ceremony, 
thrust  the  list  in  the  outer  pocket  of  his  Raglan, 
and  then  hauled  out  of  a  book-agent's  pocket  an 
accordeon-pleated  affair  giving  the  several  bind- 
ings of  the  Library  to  be  exploited.  He  insisted 
that  in  order  to  give  this  Library  of  Universal 
Literature  the  proper  reading-notice  we  must 
own  one,  at  the  reduced  rates  which  he  offered  us 
as  editor.  We  showed  him  the  contract  which  the 
New  York  advertising  firm  had  sent  us,  agreeing 
that  we  were  to  be  at  no  outlay  or  expense  what- 
soever, beyond  the  reading-notices,  which  would 
be  furnished  us,  and  which  we  could  use  or  change 
as  seemed  best  to  us.  Of  this,  however,  the 
youth  knew  nothing.  His  business  was  to  sell 
his  Philadephia  Library  of  Universal  Literature, 
and  not  succeeding  in  inveigling  us  into  the 
purchase,  he  folded  up  his  accordean-pleat  of 
bindings  and  his  tale  of  book-agency  eloquence, 
and  departed  our  office.  Before  he  went  we 
asked  that  the  reading-notices  promised  should  be 
sent  us  early  in  order  to  give  them  good  place. 
Needless  to  say  we  heard  nothing  more  from  him 
or  them, — the  advertising-pushing  firm  in  New 
York,  or  the  promised  reading  notices  of  the 
ten  handsomely  bound  complimentary  volumes. 
Later  we  took  of  our  time  to  learn  what  the  Ad- 
vertising firm  had  to  say  about  this  gold-bricking 
of  busy  editors,  and  received  a  curt  reply  asking 
if  we  had  published  any  reading  notice,  and  if  so 
that  they  had  not  yet  seen  any.  And  that  is  prac- 
tically the  whole  story.  It  was  merely  a  petty 
scheme  for  gaining  entrance  into  the  office  in  of- 
fice hours  of  busy  editors  and  doctors  and  doubt- 
lessly of  other  professional  men,  and  having 
failed  in  forcing  the  Library  of  Universal  Litera- 
ture down  the  throat  of  the  editor  or  professional 
man,  the  matter  was  dropped.  This  New  York 
firm  had  no  expectation  of  giving  either  books  or 
reading-notices.  That  was  simply  a  trick.  We 
have  this  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  if  this  Li- 
brary of  Universal  Literature,  fathered  and 
feathered  by  a  former  reputable  firm  in  Philadel- 
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phia  has  fallen  to  the  level  of  such  pitiful  pre- 
tense, it  were  well  for  all  professional  men  to 
put  whatever  printed  matter  comes  from  its  New 
York  exploiting  firm  in  the  waste  basket,  and  to 
show  its  representative  the  door  of  exit  as  soon 
as  he  appears.  Further,  it"  the  professional  man 
needs  a  Library  of  the  kind  forced  upon  him  in 
the  privacy  of  his  office  by  these  deviou-  ways, 
he  had  better  go  to  his  nearest  reputable  book 
store  and  buy  one.  and  be  sure  of  his  bargain; 
for  falsus  in  uiio.  falsus  in  omnibus.  From  all 
which  may  be  concluded  that  we  are  still  on  the 
still-hunt  for  Something  for  Nothing. 
♦     ♦ 

Professional  Influences  and  Differences. 

Doctors,  as  a  rule,  are  exceedingly  good  fel- 
lows, and  we  would  be  the  last  to  point  out  their 
shortcomings,  except  in  a  friendly  spirit.  They 
occupy  positions  of  prominence  in  their  com- 
munities, and  so  every  little  foible  which  they 
may  possess  will  be  the  more  conspicuous.  They 
are  over-sensitive,  and  prone  to  misunderstand 
the  motives  of  others.  They  do  and  say  things 
which  other  people  would  not  do  or  say.  Many 
things  which  others  think  proper  they  think  im- 
proper. Lawyers  will  oppose  each  other  in  court 
with  all  their  might  and  apparently  with  great 
bitterness,  and  yet  in  a  few  minutes  be  seen  on  the 
street  chatting  together  on  the  best  of  terms. 
Clergymen  are  like  doctors  in  this  respect,  and 
with  them  form  one  extreme  as  lawyers  form  the 
other.  The  difference  between  them  is  this  :  Law- 
yers distinguish  between  personality  and  opinion  ; 
clergymen  and  doctors  do  not,  as  a  rule.  The 
lawyer.-  are  right.  You  doubtless  have  friends 
who  hold  views  radically  different  from  yours  in 
some  respects  and  yet  you  remain  firm  friends. 
If  you  ever  criticise  each  other  you  do  it  without 
any  idea  that  the  other  is  unworthy  of  your  re- 
spect and  friendship.  You  distinguish'  in  that 
one  instance  between  personality  and  opinion. 

Everyone  has  friends  whom  he  treats  in  this 
way,  but  the  fact  is,  the  number  of  subject  on 
which  clergymen  and  doctors  will  allow  other 
differ  with  them,  while  still  counting  them  friends 
and  retaining  respect  for  them,  is  comparativelv 
small.  With  business  men  the  number  of  such 
subjects  is  much  larger,  and  with  lawyers  greater 
than  any  other  class.  The  matter  resolves  itself 
into  the  degree  of  tolerance  for  the  opinion  of 
others.  The  clergy  was  the  most  intolerant  class 
in  the  community  in  the  middle  ages,  as  the  tor- 
tures of  the  Inquisition  and  burnings  at  the  stake 
testify.  Probably  they  hold  that  place  to-day, 
but  doctors  as  a  class  are  nearer  to  them  than 
they  are  to  business  men  or  lawyers.  The  train- 
ing which  each  class  receives  determines  its  char- 
acteristics. It  is  not  a  question  of  men,  but  of 
the  effect  of  training  and  environment  long  con- 
tinued. Very  likely  your  studies  have  made  you 
a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  evolution,  that 
"  function  determines  development ;"  if  so,  you 
will  readily  see  why  these  classes  differ  in  tin- 


way.  The  clergyman  studies  absolute  right,  and 
tries  to  measure  all  human  action  by  that  stand- 
ard, and  becomes  an  uncompromising  foe  of 
everything  that  differs  with  it.  He  may  meet  a 
good  man)  men,  but  he  sees  as  a  rule  only  their 
Sunday  clothes  and  their  Sunday  thoughts;  he 
sees  the  best  side  of  their  natures.  Lawyers,  on 
the  other  hand,  see  the  worst  side  of  men;  they 
become  acquainted  with  the  different  ideas  of 
right  that  prevail  among  different  classes,  and 
find  that  men,  noble  men,  honestly  hold  opinions 
which  are  directly  antagonistic. — The  Lancet. 
♦     ♦- 

M.  and  Mme.  Curie,  the  Discoverers  of  Radium. 

"  Although  M.  and  Mme.  Curie  are  entirely  ab- 
sorbed in  their  laboratory  work  and  do  not  con- 
cern themselves  with  medicine,  we  are  able  to 
state  with  some  amount  of  pride  that  both  the 
father  and  grandfather  of  the  former  were  hom- 
eopathic physicians." 

"  Curie,  the  grandfather,  a  French  physician, 
bom  in  Alsace,  after  having  practiced  for  some 
time  in  France,  was  drawn  to  England  just  at  the 
time  when  homeopathy  began  to  spread  there. 
He  lived  in  England  for  many  years,  devoting 
himself  to  a  very  numerous  clientele,  thanks  to 
whom  he  made  a  fortune." 

1  lis  son,  Curie  the  second,  father  of  the  pres- 
ent savant,  remained  in  France  and  likewise  prac- 
ticed homeopathy.  He  established  himself  in 
the  Ouartier  St.  Germain,  but  not  having  the 
same  aptitude  as  his  father,  having  rather  the 
taste  for  scientific  research  than  for  clientele,  he 
accepted,  after  some  years  of  practice,  the  post  of 
'  inspector  of  wet  nurses  '  for  the  department  of 
the  Seine,  offered  to  him  by  one  of  his  political 
friends,  a  post  which  he  still  holds.  Dr.  Curie 
lives  at  Fontenay-aux-Roses,  near  Paris,  and  is 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  nam 
well  known  to  homeopaths  through  his  re- 
searches concerning  bryonia,  chloride  of  gold, 
and  especially  concerning  drosera. 

•'  About  the  year  1868,  L'Art  Medical  and  the 
British  Journal  of  Homeopathy  published  an  ac- 
count of  Curie's  experiments  with  drosera.  After 
poisoning  cats  by  means  of  drosera,  he  found  in- 
flammation of  the  pleural  surface  of  both  lungs. 
It  was  believed  at  the  time  that  drosera  would 
cure  phthisis,  but  we  now  know  it  only  as  a  pal- 
liative  in  that  malady. 

"  As  for  the  celebrated  chemist  and  his  not  less 
remarkable  spouse,  they  are  simply  chemists  and 
physicists.  They  live  with  the  father  at  Fon- 
t(  nay-aux-Roses,  and  both  being  devoted  to  the 
'  wheel  '  may  be  constantly  seen  going  on  their 
bicycles  from  their  country  house  to  their  labora- 
tories. 

"  We  ought  to  say  that  Madame,  that  astonish- 
ing woman,  is  a  I'ole  from  Warsaw,  and  learned 
to  know  M.  Curie  whilst  both  were  attending  the 
course  of  chemistry  in  Paris.  They  phased  each 
other,  were  married,  and  thus  founded  a  new 
Franco-Russian  alliance." — Revue  Homeop. 
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Medical  Limericks. 

There  once  were  some  learned  M.  D.'s 
Who  captured  some  germs  of  disease, 
And  infected  a  train, 
Which,  without  causing  pain, 
Allowed  one  to  catch  it  with  ease. 

— Oliver  Herford. 

There  was  a  young  man  at  St.  Kitts, 
Who  was  very  much  troubled  with  fits, 

The  eclipse  of  the  moon, 

Threw  him  into  a  swoon  ; 
When  he  tumbled  and  broke  into  bits. 

— English  School  Rhyme. 

There  was  a   young  lady  named  Marjorie, 
Whose  head  was  a  walking  menagerie. 
They  said,  "  You  must  wash," 
She  answered,  "  O,  Bosh !  " 
I'll  apply  unguentum  hydrargyri." 

Un  vieux  due  (le  meilleur  des  epoux) 
Demanclait  (entui  tatant  le  pouls) 

A  sa  vielle  duchesse 

(Qu'un  vieux  catarrhe  oppresse)  : — 
"  Et  ton  the,  t'  a-t-il  ote  ta  toux?" 

— George  du  Maurier. 


Book  IReviews. 


TheBlues:  Causes  and  Cure.  By  Albert  Abrams,  A.M., 
M.D.,  (Heidelberg),  F.R.M.S.,  Consulting  Physician, 
Denver  National  Hospital  for  Consumptives;  The  Mount 
Zion  and  the  French  Hospitals.  San  Francisco;  President  of 
the  Emanuel  Sisterhood  Polyclinic;  Formerly  Professor  of 
Pathology  and  Director  of  the  Medical  Clinic,  Cooper 
Medical  College,  San  Francisco.      E.  B.  Treat  &  Co. 

This  handsomely  bound  and  printed  little  book 
is  filled  with  information  for  combating  this 
very  prevalent  disorder  in  the  human  race.  It 
handles  the  topic  with  freedom  and  intelligence. 
It  points  out  from  what  sources  the  Blues  arise, 
and  effectually  disposes  of  the  question  by  show- 
ing how  also  to  correct  them.  The  author  has 
given  a  readable  book  and  not  only  that  but  an 
interesting  one.  To  browse  in  its  pages  here  and 
there  as  Reviewers  are  wont  to  do,  as,  in  fact, 
most  of  them  are  compelled  to  do,  convinces  that 
the  matter  treated  of  is  an  essential  in  the  make- 
up of  the  human  race,  its  prompt  dispelling 
equally  essential  in  the  physician.  We  are  pleased 
to  commend  the  book. 

Clinical  Treatises  on  the  Pathology  and  Therapy 
of  Disorders  of  Metabolism  and  Nutrition.  By 
Prof.  Dr.  Carl  von  Noorden,  Physician  in  Chief  to  the 
City  Hospital,  Frankfurt  a.  Main.  Authorized  American 
Edition.  Translated  under  the  Direction  of  Boardman 
Reed,  M.D.,  Prof  essor  of  Diseases  of  the  Gastrointestinal 
Tract,  Hygiene  and  Climatology;  Department  of  Medi- 
cine, Temple  College;  Physician  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital, 
Philadelphia.     New  York.     E.  B.  Treat  &  Co.,  1903. 

A  small  book  but  comprising  a  vast  fund  of 
knowledge  upon  this  especial  topic.  This  ought 
to  be  of  interest   to  every   general   practitioner 


who  has  to  deal  each  summer  and  autumn  with 
these  conditions.  The  directions  for  treating  the 
presenting  conditions  are  Englished  so  that  they 
apply  to  American  as  well  as  foreign  patients. 
The  book  is  a  worthy  little  brochure  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Are  We  to  Have  a  United  Profession?  Bv  Chas.  S. 
Mack,  M.  D.,  La  Porte,  Ind. 

This  is  a  brochure  composed  in  part  of  ques- 
tions asked  and  publicly  answered  by  Dr.  Mack 
while  he  was  one  of  the  homeopathic  Professors 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  also  of  a  well-presented  re- 
view of  the  present  day  agitation  of  the  question 
of  amalgamation.  We  question,  however, 
whether  the  author  has  given  us  any  working 
basis  upon  which  to  proceed  in  the  matter  of  get- 
ting together  and  having  one  united  school.  The 
little  pamphlet  reads  interestingly  and  will  repay 
the  expenditure  of  twenty-five  cents  its  price  in 
the  careful  reading  and  study.  Dr.  Mack  is  a 
deep  thinker  and  a  scholarly  writer. 

The  Self-Cure  of  Consumption  without  Medicine, 
with  a  Chapter  on  the  Prevention  of  Consumption 
and  Other  Diseases.  By  Chas.  H.  Stanley  Davis, 
M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  Member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical 
Society,  Physician  to  the  Curtis  Home  for  Old  Ladies  and 
Children.  Author  of  "  The  Training  and  Education  of 
Feeble-Minded,  Imbecile,  and  Idiotic  Children,"  etc.,  etc., 
New  York:  E.  B.  Treat  &  Co.,  1904. 

The  title  is  most  attractive  and  so  are  many 
parts  of  the  reading  matter.  It  is  very  evident 
that  the  author,  though  a  physician,  is  trying  to 
find  a  way  out  of  the  tuberculous  woods  without 
medicines,  believing  that  the  greatest  success  in 
the  cure  of  consumption  lies  in  its  early  diagnos- 
ing and  consequent  prevention.  He  advocates 
the  usual  careful  measures  to  be  found  in  current 
medical  journals  and  known  of  all  progressive 
medical  men.  He  cautions  against  extremes  of 
temperatures.  In  a  word  apparently  his  great 
underlying  theory  is  hygienic.  We  welcome  this 
little  book,  as  we  do  all  others  which  point  the 
way  to  the  destruction  of  the  Great  White 
Plague.  And  we  live  in  hopes  that  the  not  over 
remote  future  may  discover  something  either  in 
the  domain  of  medicine,  or  in  hygiene  or  climate, 
which  will  of  a  surety  save  this  vast  army  of 
men,  women,  and  children  from  passing  so  un- 
timely to  the  Great  Beyond.  Dr.  Davis  has  many 
new  and  practical  ideas. 

The  Practical  Application  of  the  Roentgen  Rays  in 
Therapeutics  and  Diagnosis.  By  William  Allen 
Pusey,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Dermatology  in  the 
University  of  Illinois;  and  Eugene  W.  Caldwell,  B.  S., 
Director  of  the  Edward  N.  Gibbs  X-Ray  Memorial  Laboia- 
tory  of  the  University  and  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York.  Handsome  octavo  volume  of  591  pages, 
with  180  illustrations,  nearly  all  clinical.  W.  B.  Saunders 
&  Co.,  1903.  Cloth,  $4.50  net;  Sheep  or  Half  Morocco, 
$5.50  net. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  authors  of  this  work 
to  elucidate  fully  the  practical  aspects  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  evident  that  all  the  authentic  litera- 
ture which  has  developed  since  Roentgen's  won- 
derful discovery  has  been  carefully  digested,  this 
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being  supplemented  by  the  extensive  experience 
of  the  authors.  The  value  of  the  X-rays  in  diag- 
nosis has  been  discussed  in  a  thoroughly  practi- 
cal manner,  and  their  limitations  in  this  field  in- 
dicated. Particular  attention  has  been  devoted  to 
the  use  of  the  X-rays  in  therapeutics.  Nearly  all 
the  illustrations  in  this  section  represent  actual 
clinical  subjects,  and  show  with  unusual  fidelity 
the  condition  before  the  use  of  the  X-rays,  at  va- 
rious stages  of  their  application,  and,  finally,  the 
therapeutic  results  obtained.  Full  details  are 
also  given  as  to  the  use  and  management  of  the 
apparatus  necessary  for  X-ray  work. 

A  Text-Book  of  Modern  Materia  Medica  and  Ther- 
\!  EUTICS.  By  A.  A.  STEVENS,  A.  M..  M.  P.,  Lecturer  on 
Physical  Diagnosis  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania:  Phy- 
sician to  the  Episcopal  and  St.  Agnes  Hospitals,  Philadel- 
phia. Third  edition,  greatly  enlarged,  rewritten,  and 
reset.  Handsome  octavo  of  663  pages.  W.  P.  Saunders 
&  Co.,  1903.     Cloth,  S3. 50  net. 

Since  the  appearance  of  the  last  edition  of  this 
book  such  rapid  advances  have  been  made  in  ma- 
teria medica,  therapeutics,  and  the  allied  sciences, 
that  the  author  has  wisely  re-written  the  entire 
work.  He  has  altered  the  general  plan  of  the 
book  considerably,  and  instead  of  considering 
the  drugs  in  alphabetical  order,  as  in  the  previous 
editions,  he  has  classified  them  according  to  their 
pharmacologic  action.  This  arrangement,  not- 
withstanding the  present  unsettled  state  of  phar- 
macology, possesses  certain  advantages  in  that  it 
aids  the  student  to  correlate  established  facts, 
and  to  apply  them  more  readily  to  the  treatment 
of  diseases. 

The  part  devoted  to  therapeutics  has  evidently 
undergone  a  thorough  revision;  and  we  note  that 
all  the  newer  remedies  which  have  been  shown  by 
competent  observers  to  possess  real  merit  and  to 
be  worthy  of  a  more  extended  trial  at  the  hands 
of  the  profession,  have  been  considered. 


Globules. 


— A  student  at  Heidelberg,  who  from  his  ap- 
pearance his  fellow  classmates  dubbed  Abd-el- 
kadr,  excelled  in  lightning  diagnosis.  One  day 
a  dull  peasant  came  into  the  clinic  with  a  swollen 
face,  sat  down,  and  said  nothing.  Dr.  Chclius, 
the  surgeon  in  charge,  asked  what  was  the  mat- 
ter. Quick  as  thought  Abd-el-kadr,  after  one 
glance,  proclaimed,  malar  abscess  and  prescribed 
immediate  incision.  The  patient  was  alarmed, 
spat  out  a  plug  of  tobacco,  whereupon  the  swell- 
ing in  his  cheek  disappeared,  and  explained  that 
he  had  come  not  on  his  own  behalf  hut  to 
news  about  his  sick  boy.  Of  another  student 
is  told  a  story  which  seems  almost  too  good 
to  be  true.  Soon  after  this  youth  com- 
menced practice  he  was  one  day  startled  when 
setting  forth  on  his  rounds  by  meeting  two 
funerals.  Stopping  one  of  the  followers  of  the 
second,  he  asked  whose  they  were.     "  ( )h,  don't 


you  know,  doctor?  "  was  the  reply.  "  These  are 
your  two  patients."  "  Ah."  was  the  answer, 
"but  1  have  three." 

— Doctor:  "I  am  slightly  in  doubt  as  to 
whether  yours  is  a  constitutional  disease  or  not." 

Patient:  "For  heaven's  sake,  doctor,  have  1 
got   to  go  to  of  appealing  to  the 

United  State  s  Supreme  Court  to  find  out  whether 
it  is  or  not?  " — Richmond  Dispatch. 

— The  Alumni  of  Hahnemann  of  Chicag 
asked  to  send  their  address  to  the  secretary  of  the 
association.  lie  wants  to  communicate  with 
every  alumnus.  1  le  says,  "  Do  not  think  we  have 
your  address,  but  send  it  in.  There  is  no  finan- 
cial side  to  this."  Address  Milton  II.  Baker, 
secretary,   4806    X.    (lark    Stl 

— Tally  one  more  for  the  headache  powder.  A 
charming  young  woman  of  Cleveland,  while 
visiting  a  bosom  friend,  in  the  early  morning 
was  taken  with  sick  headache.  Hostess  would 
get  one  of  her  own  headache  powders;  domestic 
insisted  on  going,  knowing  exactly  where  to  lay 
her  hands  011  it.  It  was  dissolved  and  taken. 
Proved  to  be  strychnia.     Dead. 

— In  a  recently  issued  Pharmacopoeia,  that 
written  by  Mortondale  and  Wcstcott,  it  is  noted 
"  that  surgeons  differ  as  to  the  proportion  of 
sodium  chloride  which  ought  to  be  present — 
some  say  0.6  or  even  0.9  per  cent."  We  may 
point  out  that  the  latter  figure  is  the  correct  one 
and  is  now  generally  employed  by  all  workers ;  it 
is  isotonic  with  the  contents  of  human  blood  cor- 
puscles, whereas  the  0.6  per  cent,  solution  is 
hypisotonic  with  them  and  causes  them  to  swell 
visibly.  Earlier  experiments  were  carried  out 
with  frogs'  blood,  with  which  the  0.6  per  cent, 
solution  is  isotonic,  and  hence  this  figure  has 
crept  into  text-books. 

— Medical  men  will  hardly  expect  to  find  "  The 
Pike,"  where  the  amusement  features  of  the 
World's  Fair  are  grouped,  of  professional  inter- 
est, but  a  visit  to  the  Baby  Incubators  will  well 
repav  the  time  spent.  Fourteen  incubators  have 
been  installed  with  a  corps  of  trained  nurses  in 
attendance.  Interest  centers  in  John  and  Kath- 
erine  Murphy,  twins,  premature  by  two  months 
and  a  half.  The  incubators  have  been  their  home 
for  the  past  three  weeks  and  the  children  have 
an  excellent  chance  for  continued  existence. 
John  now  weighs  2  pounds  14  ounces  and  Kath- 
erine,  3  pounds  4  ounces,  both  having  gained 
5  ounces.  The  incubators  are  in  charge  of  Dr. 
Jos.  B.  Hard\. 

— Since  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, under  the  lash  of  public  opinion  in  New 
York,  has  at  last  removed  its  service  from  the 
pool  rooms,  and  has  done  this  all  in  the  interest  of 
the  higher  morality  let  us  hope  that  these  same 
newspapers  who  manufactured  and  led  this  public 
opinion,  will  now  turn  their  efforts  upon  them- 
selves ai  if  they  can't  eliminate  that  dirty 
mean-   of   getting   money,   namely,   the  printing 
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and  publishing  the  ads  of  the  I-Cure-Men  and  the 
Pennyroyal  Pill  scoundrels,  all  of  which,  as  every 
reading  man  and  woman  in  the  world  knows,  are 
distinctly  immoral  and  make  for  immorality  and 
crime.  But  perhaps  this  is  another  man's  ox  who  is 
being  gored.  It  is  easy  to  be  virtuous  and  gen- 
erous at  the  other  fellow's  expense ;  but  when  it 
comes  to  cutting  out  a  large  slice  of  dirty  revenue 
from  our  own  coffers,  then  the  picture  changes 
its  viewpoint  and  coloring.  It  was  all  right  to 
get  after  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 
on  that  high  moral  horse ;  but  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  our  own  tacit  immorality  and  pander- 
ing to  the  meanest  and  lowest  of  depraved  appe- 
tites. We  are  not  printing  any  morning  or  even- 
ing paper  for  our  health.  But  so  neither  was 
the  Western  Union  running  its  telegraph  busi- 
ness for  its  health. 

— It  was  in  attendance  on  a  young  primipara. 
She  suffered  very  much  and  chloroform  was 
administered.  She  duly  appreciated  it  as  will  be 
seen. 

Her  mother,  a  very  pious  and  sympathetic  old 
lady,  remarked  to  her :  "  My  daughter,  when  I 
was  in  labor,  I  always  got  a  great  deal  of  relief 
by  repeating  the  23d  Psalm.  Now  you  repeat 
after  me." 

Mother:  "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall 
not  want." 

Daughter :  " '  '  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd.  I  shall 

not  wa — wa — wa '     I  want  some  chloroform  ! 

Mama!  Please  don't  bother  me  just  now  with 
psalms." — Med.  World. 

— A  story,  claiming  to  have  its  origin  in  the 
sacred  press,  is  going  the  rounds,  about  an  Irish- 
man and  a  Frenchman  who  were  disputing  over 
the  nationality  of  a  mutual  friend.  "  I  say," 
said  the  Frenchman,  "  that  if  he  was  born  in 
France,  he  is  a  Frenchman."  "  Begorra,"  said 
Pat,  "  if  a  cat  should  have  kittens  in  the  oven 
would  you  call  them  biscuits  ?  " 

— An  Edinburgh  minister  preached  one  Sun- 
day in  a  country  church.  At  noon  the  elder 
heard  one  old  woman  say  to  another,  "  Hoo  liket 
ye  the  sermon  to-day  ?  " 

"  Vera  weel ;  but  I  didna  ken  til  noo  thot 
Sodom  and  Gormarrah  wasna  mon  and  wife." 

The  elder  told  the  parson,  who  was  so  tickled 
that  he  told  the  story  at  his  next  dinner  party. 
A  simpering  young  woman  commented,  "  Oh, 
well,  I  suppose  they  ought  to  have  been  if  they 
were  not." 

— The  first  conviction  under  the  recent  activity 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex- 
aminers is  that  of  Thomas  E.  Eldridge,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  has  been  fined  $200  for  practicing 
medicine  illegally.  The  maximum  penalty  is 
-$500.  Eldridge  possessed  a  diploma  given  him 
by  the  Eastern  College  of  Therapeutics  and 
Psychologic  Medicine  of  Philadelphia,  but  no 
such  institution  is  recognized  by  the  board. 
Eldridge  employed  electricity  and  the  X-rays  and 


also  essayed  the  giving  of  drugs  which  proved 
his  undoing. 

— A  sad-looking  man  went  into  a  drug  store 
and  asked  the  druggist  if  he  could  give  him  some- 
thing to  drive  from  his  mind  thoughts  of  sorrow 
and  bitter  recollections.  The  druggist  nodded, 
and  put  him  up  a  mixture  of  quinine  and  worm- 
wood and  rhubarb  and  epsom  salts,  with  a  dash 
of  castor  oil,  and  gave  it  to  the  man;  and  for  six 
months  he  could  not  think  of  anything  except  new 
schemes  for  getting  the  taste  out  of  his  mouth. 

— Here's  a  motto  just  your  fit — 
Laugh  a  little  bit. 
When  you  think  you're  trouble  hit 
Laugh  a  little  bit. 
Look  misfortune  in  the  face, 
Brave  the  beldam's  rude  grimace ; 
Ten  to  one  'twill  yield  its  place, 
If  you  have  the  wit  and  grit 
Just  to  laugh  a  little  bit. 
Cherish  this  as  sacred  writ — 
Laugh  a  little  bit. 
Keep  it  with  you,  sample  it. 
Laugh  a  little  bit. 
Little  ill  will  sure  betide  you, 
Fortune  may  not  sit  beside  you, 
Men  may  mock  and  fame  deride  you. 
But  you'll  mind  them  not  a  whit 
If  you  laugh  a  little  bit. 

— An  applicant  had  lumbago  in  his  legs.  "  Oh, 
no,"  said  the  insurance  man,  "  our  applicants  have 
lumbago  in  the  back:  didn't  you  have  lumbago 
in  your  back?"  "  Naw,"  was  the  indignant 
reply.  "  had  it  in  my  laigs.  Don't  you  suppose  I 
can  have  lumbago  where  I  d — n  please?  It's 
mine  !  "     Next  class  in  geography  stand  up ! 

— A  boy,  fourteen  years  old,  handed  in  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  composition  on  "  Breathing."  The 
instruction  was  "  Tell  all  you  can  about  breath- 
ing." "  Breath  is  made  of  air.  We  breathe  with 
our  lungs,  lights,  our  liver  and  kidneys.  If  it 
wasn't  for  our  breath  we  would  die  when  we 
sleep.  Our  breath  keeps  the  life  agoing  through 
the  nose  when  we  are  asleep.  Boys  that  stay  in 
a  room  all  day  should  not  breathe.  They  should 
wait  till  they  go  out  doors.  Boys  in  a  room  make 
bad,  unwholesome  air.  They  make  carbonicide. 
Carbonicide  is  poisoner  than  mad  dogs.  A  heap 
of  soldiers  were  in  a  black  hole  in  India,  and  a 
carbonicide  got  in  that  there 'hole,  and  nearly 
killed  everyone  before  morning.  Girls  kill  the 
breath  with  corosits  that  squeeze  the  diagram. 
Girls  can't  holler  or  run  like  boys  because  their 
diagram  is  squeezed  too  much.  If  I  was  a  girl 
I  had  rather  be  a  boy.  so  I  can  run  and  holler, 
and  run  and  have  a  big  diagram." 
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A  Unique  Accident. 

BY  ALEX.  RIXA,  M.  D.,  NEW  VORK  CITY. 

H.  C.  about  40  years  of  age,  weighing  aboul 
200  pounds,  came  home  late  in  the  night  in  a 
•'  festive  condition.*'  Inserting  his  key  in  the 
door  lock,  his  foot  slipped  and  he  fell  with  his 
face,  respectively  his  mouth,  on  the  edge  of  the 
key.  severing  the  tissues  below  the  lower  gum 
and  the  sublingual  gland. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  house  he  was  vomiting 
profusely.  When  the  vomiting  ceased  for  a 
while.  I  noticed  blood  oozing  from  behind  the 
lower  lip,  intermixed  with  a  yellowish,  somewhat 
frothy  liquid  pouring  out  in  gushes.  I  en- 
deavored to  stop  the  flow,  but  did  not  succeed 
owing  i"  the  repeated  vomiting  spells. 

At  last  I  succeeded  to  inject  hypodermically 
a  half  grain  of  morphine,  in  consequence  of  which 
a  cessation  of  vomiting  followed  shortly. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  injured 
parts,  I  concluded  it  could  be  but  the  sublingual 
gland  which  emits  the  secretions,  and  was  not 
a  little  surprised  at  the  enormous  quantity,  as, 
to  my  knowledge,  this  gland  is  very  small  and 
weighs  only  one  dram.  I  intended  to  put  some 
stitches  in  the  tear,  but  patient  protested  against 
it  in  his  semi-intoxicated  condition.  I  had  to 
resort  therefore  to  the  application  of  strips  of 
adhesive  plaster  to  the  surface  of  the  lower  lip. 
thus  compressing  the  severed  parts. 

This  procedure  stopped  the  evacuation  and  I 
left   patient   in   quite  a   comfortable  condition. 

The  beneficial  action  of  the  morphine,  however, 
was  of  short  duration,  as  I  was  summoned  again 
about  two  hours  after,  with  the  frightened  re- 
mark that  "  patient  was  suffocating." 

I  found  patient  hanging  down  his  head  from 
the  bed,  gasping  for  breath,  as  some  food-masses 
could  not  pass  through  the  mouth  owing  to  the 
compressed  chin.  I  tore  off  the  bandage,  and 
with  the  contents  of  the  stomach  the  little  gland 
commenced  to  flow  with  renewed  vigor.  By  this 
time,  the  man  having  sobered  somewhat,  per- 
mitted me  to  put  in  the  necessary  sutures. 

Notwithstanding  the  internal  administration  of 
some  stomachia  the  irritation  continued,  vomit- 
ing would  not  cease.  I  was  compelled  to  inject 
hypodermically  another  dose  of  morphine,  which 
after  some  minutes  stopped  that  wretched  retch- 
ing. 

The  next  day,  however,  as  the  effects  of  the 
morphine   passed   away,    vomiting  recurred. 

Considering  the  fact  that  a  simple  alcoholic 
irritation  of  the  stomach  would  yield  to  the  pre- 


scribed treatment,  1  concluded  that  it  could  be 
but  the  swallowed  secretions  of  the  sublingual 
gland  which  caused  this  persistent  irritation,  and 
I  decided  on  a  simple  innocuous  antiseptic — 
glycozone — with  which  \  had  had  quite  a  satis- 
factory experience  in  several  cases  of  ptomaine 
poisoning.  1  prescribed  it  in  repeated  table- 
spoonful  do>es  with  rapid  and  gratifying  results. 
Notwithstanding  the  liberal  use  of  antiseptic 
washes  and  spra\s,  the  wound  in  the  mouth  was 
healing  but  very  slowly. 
♦ 

Good  and  Seasonable. 

A  word  about  some  remedial  preparations 
which  the  busy  practitioner  will  find  always  use- 
ful, particularly  at  this  season  of  the  year,  will 
no  doubt  be  of  interest,  hirst,  we  will  mention 
the  old,  time-tried  antikamnia  and  salol  table! 
useful  during  the  hot  weather,  when  even  the 
"grown  folks"  load  up  their  stomachs  with  the 
first  offerings  of  the  season.  Hare  says:  "  Salol 
renders  the  intestinal  canal  antiseptic  and  is  the 
most  valued  drug  in  intestinal  affections."  The 
anodyne  properties  of  antikamnia  in  connection 
with  salol  render  this  tablet  very  useful  in  dys- 
entery, indigestion,  cholera  morbus,  diarrhea. 
colic,  and  all  conditions  due  to  intestinal  ferment- 
ation. Then  the  "  triple  alliance  "  remedy  so 
veil  and  favorably  known  by  its  self-explanatory 
title,  namely:  "Laxative  Antikamnia  and  Quin- 
ine Tablets."  To  reduce  fever,  quiet  pain,  and  at 
the  same  time  administer  a  gentle  tonic-laxative, 
is  to  accomplish  a  great  deal  with  a  single  tablet. 
Among  the  many  diseases  and  affections  which 
call  for  such  a  combination,  we  might  mention 
corvza,  coughs,  and  summer  colds,  chills  and 
fever,  biliousness,  dengue,  and  malaria,  with 
their  genera!  discomfort  and  great  debility. 

We  cannot  overlook  our  old  friend  the  anti- 
kamnia and  codeine  tablet.  The  efficacy  of  this 
tablet  in  neuroses  of  the  larynx  is  well  known,  but 
do  all  of  our  doctor  friends  know  that  it  is  e 
cially  useful  in  dysmenorrhea,  utero-ovarian  pain 
and  pain  in  general  caused  by  suppressed  or  ir- 
regular menses?  This  tablet  controls  the  pain  of 
these  disorders  in  the  shortest  time  and  by  the 
most  natural  and  economic  method.  The  syn- 
ergetic  action  of  these  drugs  is  ideal,  for  not  only 
are  their  sedative  and  analgesic  properties  unsur- 
passed, but  they  arc  Eollowed  by  no  unpleasant 
after-effects. 

Substitution  and  Infringement. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  M.  J.  Breiten- 
bach    Company,    makers    of    "  Pepto-Mangan," 


have  just  won  an  important  suit  before  the 
supreme  court  of  the  State  of  New  York  against 
the  Siegel,  Cooper  &  Co.,  Chicago's  big  depart- 
ment store  managers.  The  Breitenbach  people 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  methods  of  deal- 
ing with  infringers  and  substitutors. 

Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster  have  also  won  out  in 
their  suit  against  the  Broadway  Drug  Company 
of  New  York  for  infringement  on  the  name 
"  Fairchild.*' 

Now,  if  our  druggists  will  fill  out  prescrip- 
tions for  "  Gude's  Pepto-Mangan  "  and  "  Fair- 
child's    Essence    of    Pepsin,"    we    can    look    for 

favorable  results. 

♦ 

Dietetic  Preparations. 

It  may  seem  very  unnecessary  on  our  part  to 
draw  attention  to  bovinine,  which  has  been  many 
years  on  the  market.  But  there  are  so  manv  beef 
juices,  beef  extracts,  etc.,  largely  advertised,  that 
both  the  profession  and  the  public  are  apt  to  for- 
get old  friends  and  let  them  be  displaced  by  new 
ones.  So  we  think  it  right  to  remind  our  col- 
leagues and  other  readers  that  such  a  preparation 
exists.  It  is  one  of  the  few  meat  juices  made  by 
the  cold  process.  Those  otherwise  made  are  not 
of  the  same  dietetic  nutritive  value,  the  cold  pro- 
cess being  much  the  most  reliable  for  the  ex- 
traction of  the  real  essential  ingredients  of  beef. 
Bovinine,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  is  sur- 
passed by  no  other  preparation  of  meat  juice  that 
we  know.  We  have  prescribed  it  for  years,  and 
find  it  always  reliable,  very  nutritious,  and  easily 
digested.  It  contains  about  20  per  cent,  of  co- 
agulable  albumin  in  solution,  thus  showing  its 
value  as  a  food  in  states  of  debility  requiring 
stimulating  nourishment  which  can  be  digested 
easily.  Wherever  this  is  required  bovinine  will 
be  found  to  be  surpassed  by  no  other  beef-tea  or 
similar  preparation.  Only  small  quantities  are 
necessary  at  a  time,  and  thus  it  is,  if  anything, 
less  expensive  than  other  kindred  or  alternative 
"  beef-teas."  Mixed  with  water  alone  the  taste 
is  mawkish,  but  pleasant  when  given  with  lime- 
juice  or  milk,  not  less  than  three  parts  of  milk  to 
one  of  bovinine ;  but  it  must  never  be  given  in 
hot  water,  or  any  hot  liquid,  else  the  albumin 
at  once  coagulates.  We  can  with  the  greatest 
confidence  advise  our  colleagues  not  to  forget  bo- 
vinine for  any  of  the  newer  and  more  advertised 
beef  extracts,  and  we  know  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  their  results. — Monthlv  Review. 


Infant  Feeding. 

For  reasons  obvious  to  every  phvsician.  cow's 
milk  must  be  the  main  source  of  food  for  infants 
not  nursed  at  the  breast,  as  it  is  also  the  best 
basic  nutriment  in  the  dietary  for  children  and 
invalids. 

.Milk  being  a  perishable  food  product,  and  one 
which  no  amount  of  sterilization  will  purify,  if 
once  tainted,  makes  the  source  of  supply  all-im- 
portant.    It  is  also  advisable,  and  in   manv  in- 


stances necessary,  to  have  a  uniform  quality, 
which  cannot  be  obtained  by  taking  the  milk  of 
one  or  several  cows;  the  average  percentage  of 
fat,  proteids,  and  sugar  should  be  fairly  con- 
stant ;  there  should  be  a  complete  absence  of  pre- 
servatives, coloring  matters,  and  pathogenic  bac- 
teria. These  conditions  are  complied  with  by  but 
very  few  of  the  largest  dairies  of  our  leading 
cities,  and  seldom  receive  any  attention  in  the 
smaller  towns  and  country.  With  the  above  facts 
in  mind  we  feel  justified  in  acquainting  our  read- 
ers with  the  Highland  brand  evaporated  cream, 
which  is  the  recognized  standard  of  pure,  un- 
sweetened condensed  milk.  It  possesses  all  the 
advantages  of  good,  pure,  fresh  milk,  and  none  of 
the  disadvantages.  It  is  a  uniform  mixture,  ster- 
ilized while  fresh  and  pure  by  a  special  process 
which  does  not  interfere  with  the  digestibilitv. 
and  is  always  clean  and  pure.  Highland  brand 
evaporated  cream  may  be  modified  in  the  same 
manner  as  fresh  milk. 

The  Helvetia   Milk  Condensing  Company,  of 
Highland,  Illinois,  will  be  pleased  to  send  sample 
of  Highland  evaporated  cream  to  any  physician 
interested  in  infant  feeding. 
♦ 

Items  of  Interest. 

— Antiphlogistine  renders  ready  service  to  the 
patient  and  physician  by  promptness  and  positive- 
ness  of  action. 

— Where  hvsteria  is  the  result  of  uterine  trou- 
bles, aletris  cordial  Rio,  combined  with  celerina, 
is  an  excellent  remedy 

— For  sale.  Physician's  Operating  Chair, 
made  by  Perfection  Chair  Co.,  with  all  attach- 
ments. Antique  oak  frame,  embossed  morocco 
cover,  in  first-class  condition.  Will  sell  for 
$35.00,  or  best  offer. 

Also  a  four-plate  static  machine  for  which  I 
have  no  use.  Machine  is  in  good  order;  has 
never  been  used.  Made  by  the  Electro-Medical 
Manufacturing  Co.  Listed  at  $90.00.  Will  sell 
for  $25.00  or  best  offer.  Dr.  F.  B.  E.,  care  of 
A.  L.  Chatterton,  New  York. 

— The  hot  weather  is  not  seriously  affecting 
the  Proctor  houses,  for  the  Proctor  theaters  have 
been  designed  or  reconstructed  with  a  special  ref- 
erence to  an  all-year-'round  season ;  electric  fans 
of  large  diameters  are  continually  exhausting  the 
heated  and  ventilated  atmosphere,  replacing  it 
with  currents  of  fresh  air,  drawn  from 
the  roof  and  cooled  before  being  intro- 
duced into  the  auditorium.  In  addition  to 
this,  palm  leaf  fans  are  provided  at  every 
seat,  and  all  chairs  arc  covered  with  linen  slips 
in  place  of  the  heating  plush.  The  temperature 
in  various  parts  of  the  house  is  recorded  upon  the 
dials  of  automatic  thermometers,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past  season  shows  that  in  warm 
weather  the  interior  temperature  is  at  least  ten 
degrees  lower  than  the  exterior  theometric  read- 
ings. Between  May  and  October  the  Proctor 
motto  is:  "  It  is  cooler  to  go  to  a  Proctor  theater 
than  to  stay  at  home." 
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Sometimes  a  sub-editor  permits  himself  to  use 
information  that  is  not  true  information  con- 
cerning a  full-editor  of  a  rival  medical  journal, 
and  then  conveniently  forgets  the  source  of  his 
information. 

How  many  of  the  members  of  to-day's 
homeopathic  profession  have  the  word  "  Home- 
opathist  "  on  their  house-sign,  or  on  their  letter- 
heads? Oh,  please,  brethern  and  sistern,  don't 
all  speak  at  once  ! 

A  noisy  automobile  done  in  maroon  and  brass, 
choo-choo-ing  up  and  down  the  narrow  street, 
while  its  owner  is  "  doing  "  a  family,  covereth 
a  multitude  of  medical  ignorances  with  the  gentle 
sex.     How  they  do  love  the  milingtary  ! 

There  was  muttering  and  sputtering  and  in- 
ward spitting  and  groaning  at  the  Missouri  In- 
stitute meeting  when  the  "  sky-pilot  "  invoked 
an  especial  rich  blessing  on  the  Governor  of 
Missouri.     Ask  the  Man  why. 

Christian  Science  experts  are  getting  som< 
pretty  hard  raps  from  the  various  courts  here  and 
there.  But  the  latest  fad  of  Mother  Eddy  is  to 
bar  her  idolators  from  membership  in  all  secret 


societies  whatsoever,  save  ami  except  die  Free 
Masons.  For  which  thanks.  But  how  did  sis- 
ter Eddy  pass  the  tyler's  door,  and — er — a — the 

goat?     How  did  she  butt  in? 

R.  S.  V.  Pierce  is  offering  a  Suxx)  reward  in 
the  newspapers  to  say  that  he  uses  no  alcohol, 
opium,  or  digitalis  in  his  Favorite  Prescription, 
the  official  chemist  of  tin  State  of  Massachusetts 
and  Fdword  Bok  to  the  contrary,  notwithstand- 
ing. But,  say,  did  you  read  that  reward  and 
It's  a  jewel  along  the  sawing- 
wood-and-saying-nothing  line. 

And  that  son  of  an  extreme  high  potentist  of 
old  York  State,  who  is  now  engaged — the  son  is 
— in  doing  quack  work  in  St.  Louis,  advertising, 
exacting  graft,  and  paying  commissions — again 
verifies  the  frequently-made  statement  that  no 
man  knoweth  what  his  son  may  do:  vide  Ber- 
ing's son.  Dunham's  sons,  and  now  this  York 
State  man's  son.  The  father  of  this  ex-homeo- 
path's son  is,  mercifully,  dead. 

It  takes  an  eagle-eyed  proof-reader  and  an 
un-busy  editor  to  avoid  being  caught  with  had 
spelling  of  names  ;  think  of  the  absurdity  of  spell- 
ing it  Gatehill,  or  Hamen,  or  Craft,  or  Southern- 
land  or  Faering.  As  if  there  was  anything,  next 
to  his  own  wife,  that  a  man  loved  more  dearly 
than  his  proper  name  well  spelled.  Ami.  yet, 
how  careless  people  are  in  writing  to  you  or  of 
you?     Ever  notice  that? 

Think  of  a  prosperous  homeopathic  hospital 
issuing  its  annual  report,  interleaved  and  dis- 
figured with  some  of  the  cheapest  oi  cheap  ad- 
vertisements done  on  wood-filter  paper.  But 
this  counts  with  the  lay  directors,  of  course,  for 
the  Board  is  that  much  in  pocket  through  the 
thrift  of  its  manager.  However,  this  thrift  ami 
niggardliness  is  rapidly  alienating  the  former 
contributing  profession  so  that  pretty  soon  a 
private  hospital  will  be  built  and  extensively 
patronized. 

There  is  a  serious  lack  of  cohesion  somewhere 
in  the  professorial  ranks  when  the  homeopathic 
departments  of  our  commercially  conducted 
homeopathic  sch»>ls  are  insignificant  both  for 
the  number  of  tin  homeopathic  chairs  and  the 
lack  of  prominence  and  enthusiasm  of  the  in- 
cumbent professors;  while  all  the  rest,  residue, 
and   remainder  of  the  mechanical    faculty   chairs 
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are  filled  with  bright  men  and  expert  specialists. 
Well,  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?  Noth- 
ing !     Sure. 

Are  you,  you  homeopathic  specialist,  sure  that 
in  ten  years  from  to-day  you  will  find  a  com- 
mercially conducted  homeopathic  college  doing 
business  at  the  old  stand,  as  and  for  a  homeo- 
pathic college?  When  next  you  listen  to  an 
impassioned  speech  on  the  prosperity  of  homeop- 
athy, the  bright  future  of  the  colleges,  and  the 
profession  generally,  just  run  that  speaker's 
name  down  in  your  homeopathic  Who's  Who, 
and  see  if  he  is  not  a  college  professor,  owner  of 
a  homeopathic  pharmacy,  editor  of  a  college 
journal,  or  inhabitant  of  some  well-paid  State 
board,  or  the  like? 

That  drug-and-liquor-addiction  concern  in 
Cleveland,  which  has  been  filling  the  daily  papers 
and  professional  waste-basket  with  its  gold-brick 
literature  of  fabulous  dividends  on  its  stock,  is 
like  to  prove — less  remunerative  than  the  gold- 
brick  literature  promised.  Among  its  promoters 
we  find  the  name  of  one  fellow  who  did  us  a  bit 
of  dirt  some  years  ago — did  an  operation  at  our 
request  and  then  stole  the  family — who  has  no 
reputation  to-day  to  stand  on  for  a  half  a  holy 
minute.  If  you  want  to  have  good  results  for 
your  alcoholics  or  drug-addicts,  send  them  to  the 
Oppenheimer  Institute,  New  York,  unless  you 
reside  near  Sawyer  of  Marion,  Ohio,  or  Ben. 
Bailey  of  Lincoln,  Neb. 

A  smoker  is  a  wonderful  clarifier  of  muggy 
ideas  and  a  builder-up  of  lasting  friendships. 
Get  together  boys,  get  together,  and  see  how  few 
of  your  assumed  rivals  and  competitors  wear 
hoofs  and  horns.  Professors  and  classes  could 
take  a  leaf  out  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic 
College  book  on  this  matter.  Don't  save  all  your 
good  things  to  the  end  of  the  jaunt,  when  the 
poor  student  is  so  nearly  done  up  by  his  long 
vigils  and  back-breaking  note-taking  thlat  he 
cannot  enjoy  your  one-night's  lavish  hospitality. 
Let  us  have  more  of  the  red-blooded  humanities 
between  the  pulpit  and  the  pews,  and  less  of 
stud-hossism  between  last  year's  graduate-pro- 
fessors and  the  hard-working  class.  An  ounce 
of  chocolate  drops  is  worth  two  pounds  of  cider 
vinegar. 

Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  those 
Chicago  homeopathic  colleges  get  along  together 
and  each  with  the  other !  Same  as  to  Denver 
and  Kansas  City  and — !  Well,  truly,  competi- 
tion makes  trade.  But,  brother,  when  you  have 
a  favorite  student  over  whom  you  have  watched 
and  prayed  and  at  last  have  him  sufficiently 
trained  to  send  to  a  good  homeopathic  college, 
don't  be  deceived  by  the  blue-and-gold  literature 
of  several  of  the  well-advertised  colleges.  Look 
farther  and  read  deeper.  It's  the  whole  thing 
with  that  young  man.  You  can't  be  too  careful 
for  him,  or  too  solicitous  for  his  proper  educa- 
tion. A  college  which  makes  an  all-round  physi- 
cian of  vour  bov,  and  onlv  eives  him  a  little  dab 


of  homeopathy  as  a  sort  of  post-graduate  honor, 
is  not  going  to  make  a  homeopath  of  your  stu- 
dent. Do  you  need  any  blue-print  to  make  that 
plain  to  you?     Sir? 


flDaterta  flDefcica  fllMecellani?. 

Conducted  by  J.   WILFORD   ALLEN,    M.    D.,  no  West 

1 2th  Street,   New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are    made   by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  each  year.) 


Aconite  in  Dysentery. 

Dr.  B.  B.  Shaba,  Calcutta  ° :  The  indubitable 
effects  of  aconite  in  the  firs  stage  of  fevers  go 
without  saying.  It  is  known  to  homeopaths  that 
extreme  restlesness  is  its  sure  indication.  It  has 
also  a  predominant  action  upon  the  mucous  mem- 
branes. But  its  effects  in  curing  dysentery  is  not 
generally  marked.  Recently,  came  across  a  case 
in  which  there  was  high  fever  accompanied  with 
dysentery  and  by  the  only  administration  of 
aconite  not  only  the  fever  subsided  but  the 
dysentery  also  disappeared  without  any  special 
medicines  given  therefor. 

A  Hindu  male  aged  about  fourteen  years  was 
suffering  from  high  fever  rising  up  to  1060.  He 
was  extremely  restless,  thirst  intense,  drinking  a 
large  quantity  of  water  every  time,  had  a  cut- 
ting, gripping  and  lancinating  pain  in  the  um- 
bilical region.  Stool  fetid,  bloody,  and  frequent 
with  tenesmus,  passing  scantily  about  30  to  40 
times  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  patient 
was  tossing  about  in  extreme  agony.  He  came 
under  my  treatment  on  the  third  day.  when  I 
gave  him  six  doses  of  aconite,  3X,  to  be  taken 
every  three  hours.  On  the  next  day  the  tem- 
perature lowered  to  1010  and  the  frequency  of 
stool  much  decreased.  The  medicine  was  re- 
peated three  times  a  day  for  the  next  two  days 
with  the  result  that  both  fever  and  dysentery  dis- 
appeared. 

Rhus  Tox.  in  Superficial  Keratitis.2' 

Excessive  photophobia  and  lachrymation.  so 
that  the  tears  gush  out  upon  opening  the  spas- 
modically closed  lids  :  if  a  child,  will  often  lie  with 
its  face  buried  in  the  pillows  all  day.  Profuse  fow 
of  tears  is  a  very  important  symptom  under  this 
drug,  and  benefit  is  frequently  derived  from  its 
use  in  superficial  ulceration  of  the  cornea  with 
granular  lids  in  which  this  symptom  is  prominent. 

The  redness  of  the  eye  is  generally  marked, 
with  chemosis.  The  lids  are  cedematously  swolj 
len,  especially  the  upper.  The  symptoms  are 
generally  worse  in  damp  weather  and  at  night 
after  midnight,  therefore  the  patients  are  restless 
at  night  and  disturbed  by  bad  dreams.  S. 

Gaultheria. 

T.  L.  Bradford,  M.  D.9  cites  two  interesting 
cases  showing  the  benefit  derived  from  this  rarely 
used  remedy. 
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Mr.    A.    B.,    aged    56,    had    gastralgia — with 

sensation  of  clawing  in  epigastric  region-  sharp 
pains  extending-  from  stomach  In  hack.  Attacks 
occurred  daily  or  at  intervals  of  two  and  three 
days.  Relief  from  hot  water  bottles  was  but 
slight — the  ordinary  remedies  did  no  good.  Pa- 
tient would  rise  in  A.  M.  without  pain,  thinking 
to  enjoj  some  food — a  few  mouthfuls  of  break- 
fast would  bring  on  pain.  A  single  swallow  of 
iced  water  would  bring  on  the  pain. 

In  Mr.  Vnshutz's  valuable  compilation.  "  Mew, 
(  >ld.  ami  Forgotten  Remedies."  under  (  iaultheria, 
I  found  certain  cases  cited  in  re  the  value  of 
gaultheria  in  neuralgia  and  rheumatism.  Fol- 
lowing the  directions  there  given.  I  gave  my  pa- 
tient, who  was  then  hugging  a  hot  water  bottle 
— ami  greatly  cramped  with  pain — gaultheria  ix, 
six  drops  on  a  little  sugar;  in  a  few  moments 
the  pain  was  eased.  I  then  sent  for  gaultheria 
oil  and  the  next  attack  the  man  had  1  gave  him 
-i\  drops  of  the  oil  on  sugar.  This  produced 
speedy  relief.  At  one  time  it  was  necessary  to 
give  six-drop  doses  of  the  oil  until  twenty  drops 
had  been  given.  For  six  months  my  patient  has 
been  free  from  the  attacks  of  gastralgia.  and  can 
eat  and  drink  as  usual. 

Mr.  A.,  aged  40,  had  for  several  weeks  been 
mentally  overtaxed  and  exhausted,  complained 
of  the  same  gnawing,  tearing,  unbearable  pain, 
worse  after  eating,  of  gastralgia.  1  gave  him  a 
small  vial  of  gaultheria  ix,  with  directions  to 
take  six  drops  on  a  little  sugar  or  in  a  spoonful 
of  water  whenever  he  felt  pain  and  to  take  it 
only  at  that  time.  In  a  week  he  reported  that 
he  was  better,  the  attacks  less  severe.  In  about 
two  weeks  from  the  time  of  first  giving  medicine 
tin  attacks  ceased.  For  the  last  three  months 
my  patient  has  been  able  to  eat  as  usual  and  has 
had  no  pain.  I  directed  him  to  rest  as  much  as 
possible  and  to  get  plenty  of  sleep.  Doubtless 
when  gastralgia  results  from  the  depression  of 
nervous  energy  gaultheria  will  he  an  important 
remedy.  I  know  that  it  relieved  one  case  of 
sciatica. 

It  is  certainly  a  remedy  that  will  prove  of  value 
in  neuralgias. 


— That  interesting  and  instructive  little  skit 
b)  Dr.  William  Harvey  King,  entitled  "Medical 
Union  No.  6,"  while  not  pretentious,  carries  with 
it  a  very  sharp  point.  It  shows  in  a  few  pages 
how  the  union  feature  of  this  day — and  we  are 
writing  in  the  shadow  of  that  abominable  beef 
butcher-'  strike  in  Chicago — may  not  unnat- 
urally, but  logically,  he  carried.  That  a  pack  of 
unlettered,  illiterate,  non-American-speaking  for- 
eigners should  have  it  in  their  power  to  put  a 
whole  nation  of  innocent  people  to  inconvcni 
and  distress  and  expense  at  the  behesl  of  another 
foreigner,  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  boasted 
freedom  of  our  country.  Is  there  no  help  for  the 
widow'-  -on?  Dr.  King's  little  hook  is  charm- 
ingly written  and  ought  to  he  rewritten  by  it- 
talented  author  and  very  much  amplified. 


Theodore  Y.  Kinne,  M.  D* 

rHOMAS    FRANKLIN    SMITH,    M.    I). 

The  occasion  which  calls  us  together  this  even- 
ing is  one  of  love  which  we  render  to  those  of  our 
members  who  were  wont  to  he  with  us  in  times 
past.  It  should  not  be  a  time  for  sorrow.  I  know 
that  there  are  some  here  who  have  no  love  for  a 
service  of  this  character,  because  they  dislike  sol- 
emn occasions.  This  service  should  not  be  one  of 
this  description.  We  are  gathered  here  as  a  fam- 
ily, to  speak  appreciative,  loving  words  concern- 
ing those  with  whom  we  have  for  so  many 
years  walked  and  labored  side  by  side.  We  ought 
not  to  consider  this  a  hard  task  or  a  doleful 
one.  In  the  first  place,  let  us  dismiss  from  our 
thoughts  the  idea  that  these  loved  ones  of  ours  are 
dead;  such  is  not  a  fact;  death  means  annihila- 
tion; anything  that  is  dead  has  no  life.  Our  old 
companions  and  associates  are  not  in  that  condi- 
tion; they  were  never  so  truly  living  as  they  are 
at  this  moment.  They  have  simply  finished  their 
long  years  of  service  and  are  taking  a  much 
needed  rest.  We  have  followed  them  to  the 
steamer  and  have  hidden  them  good-by  as  they 
have  started  on  their  voyage,  and  we  are  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when,  having  finished  our 
own  work,  we  shall  follow  and  meet  them  to  con- 
tinue our  journey  in  each  other's  company. 

Here  around  the  family  board  we  talk  of  those 
who  have  so  recently  gone  out  from  us ;  of  course, 
we  miss  them  ;  it  is  natural  that  we  should,  but 
there  is  not  one  of  us,  I  am  sure,  who  would  de- 
sire to  call  them  back  from  their  present  unalloyed 
joy.  It  would  be  selfish  on  our  part  to  do  this; 
but  we  love  to  speak  of  them  and  relate  what  they 
did  before  they  left  us,  and  each  one  of  us  remem- 
bers many  acts  of  theirs  which  we  love  to  recall 
and  talk  about. 

\\  e  old  veterans  of  the  Civil  War  have  the  cus- 
tom of  holding  our  annual  camp  fires,  where  we 
gather  and  talk  over  old  scenes  when  we  were  in 
camp,  or  upon  the  battle-field,  or  in  the  hospital; 
we  talk  of  the  officers  and  men  with  whom  we 
were  then  associated;  of  what  they  said  and  did; 
these  reminiscences  bring  hack  the  old  times  and 
the  old  scene-,  and  we  love  to  speak  of  them  ;  these 
camp  fires  arc  not  mournful  occasions  by  any 
means;  on  the  contrary,  they  arc  looked  forward 
to  with  great  anticipation,   for  they   bring  back 

*  An  address  delivered  at  Niagara  Falls,  June,  1904,  during 
the  Memorial  Service*  for  the  dead  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy. 


208 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


fond  recollections  of  dear  companions  of  whom 
we  never  tire  of  speaking,  and  of  the  good  times 
we  had  in  each  other's  society. 

We  of  this  Institute  are  veterans  in  a  war 
which  we  are  waging  against  disease  and  evils  of 
different  kinds,  and  in  this  our  annual  camp  fire 
we  are  glad  to  talk  about  old  scenes  and  old  com- 
panions who  have  been  engaged  in  this  conflict 
with  us  for  so  many  years. 

Do  you  know  that  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  our 
©Id  friends  and  associates  are  not  here  this  even- 
ing? I  know  that  I  have  no  warrant  in  Scripture 
for  thinking  thus  ;  neither  have  I  any  proof  there 
that  this  is  not  so ;  but  I  sometimes  do  think  that 
they  are  cognizant  of  and  do  appreciate  what  is 
spoken  about  them.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  very 
pleasant  thought  to  have,  and  I  do  not  think  I 
shall  give  it  up  unless  you  shall  prove  to  me  that 
I  am  wrong  in  thinking  thus,  or  that  I  am  leading 
someone  else  into  error.  There  is  one  thing,  how- 
ever, that  I  do  know  from  my  own  experience, 
that  those  whom  we  have  loved  and  have  labored 
with  for  so  many  years  do  not  lose  their  influence 
over  us  even  after  we  are  separated  from  them ; 
my  mother  has  been  away  from  me  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  yet  her  influence  over  me  to-day 
is  just  as  strong  as  it  was  when  we  walked  side 
by  side  here  in  this  world  ;  this  I  know. 

When  I  was  asked  to  speak  a  few  words  in 
memory  of  Dr.  Theodore  Y.  Kinae,  I  was  very 
glad  to  do  so ;  I  considered  it  to  be  an  honor  to  be 
requested  to  do  this,  for  I  truly  loved  Dr.  Kinne 
and  have  for  many  years,  and  that  love  increased 
continually;  the  longer  I  knew  him  and  labored 
with  him,  the  greater  was  my  love  for  him.  There 
was  that  magnetic  influence  about  him  which  no 
one  was  able  to  resist.  He  was  always  one  of  the 
first  to  greet  us  with  his  hearty  handshake  and 
kind,  genial  smile  as  we  gathered  in  our  yearly 
conclave  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  science  and  to  devise  new  plans 
for  the  furtherance  of  our  work  among  our  fel- 
low-men. We  had  expected  to  see  him  at  this 
meeting ;  so  sure  was  I  of  this  that  at  the  same 
time  I  engaged  my  room  I  engaged  his  here  at 
this  hotel,  as  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing 
for  a  number  of  years ;  but  he  is  not  here ;  he  has 
gone  abroad,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when  our  work  here  will  be  finished  and  we 
can  join  him  where  he  now  is. 

Do  you  ask  me  what  it  was  that  drew  me  so 
strongly  to  him  ?  Among  so  many  fine  qualities 
which  he  possessed  it  is  difficult  to  designate  just 


which  one  it  was  that  so  attracted  and  bound  me 
to  him  ;  but  I  think  I  would  say  that  it  was  his 
whole  Christlike  life.  I  think  that  I  have  never 
met  a  man  who  was  more  earnestly  striving  to 
follow  Christ  and  to  walk  in  His  footsteps  more 
closely  than  did  Dr.  Kinne.  He  was  constantly 
and  continually  striving  to  help  others,  and  his 
entire  life  was  spent  in  "  going  about  doing 
good."  He  seemed  to  grasp  the  thought  that  we 
are  not  brought  into  this  world  simply  for  our 
own  enjoyment  and  pleasure,  but  that  as  the  Mas- 
ter spent  his  life  for  others,  so,  as  a  follower  of 
Him,  it  was  his  duty  also  to  strive  to  assist  others 
all  that  he  could.  There  was  not  a  particle  of 
selfishness  in  his  nature ;  he  was  always  thinking 
and  striving  to  do  what  he  could  to  be  of  service  - 
to  those  around  him  ;  had  he  been  more  regardful 
of  himself  and  of  his  own  health  he  would  prob- 
ably have  been  with  us  at  this  yearly  gathering; 
the  fact  is,  he  really  sacrificed  his  own  life  in  or- 
der to  save  the  lives  of  other  people.  Like  his 
Master,  he  never  paused  to  ask  if  the  one  reqair- 
ing  his  assistance  was  his  friend  or  not ;  that  made 
no  difference  to  him  ;  it  was  enough  for  him  to 
know  that  here  was  one  who  needed  help,  and 
that  he  was  able  to  give  that  help ;  that  was  suffi- 
cient for  him.  This  was  very  strongly  illustrated 
during  his  last  illness.  A  gentleman,  a  profes- 
sional brother,  but  one  who  seemed  to  be  like  Ish- 
mael,  "  his  hand  against  every  man  and  every 
man's  hand  against  him,"  was  taken  sick  and  was 
in  need  of  professional  assistance.  Without  wait- 
ing to  be  sent  for,  Dr.  Kinne,  as  soon  as  he 
learned  of  his  condition,  that  he  was  in  distress 
and  needed  help,  and  knowing  that  he  could  af- 
ford him  that  aid,  went  to  see  him  and  attended 
to  his  needs.  Dr.  Kinne  was  still  attending  him 
when  he  himself  was  laid  low  on  his  own  bed  of 
sickness.  Being  anxious  about  him,  and  knowing 
that  he  still  needed  professional  care,  Dr.  Kinne 
called  an  intimate  friend  and  fellow  practitioner 
to  him,  asking  him  to  take  his  place  in  attending  to 
the  sick  man,  as  he  himself  was  not  able  to  do  so. 
His  friend  to  whom  the  request  was  made  rather 
demurred,  saying  that  he  did  not  know  as  the 
gentleman  would  see  him,  they  not  being  on  par- 
ticularly friendly  terms;  but  Dr.  Kinne  was  not 
to  be  put  off  in  that  way.  He  replied,  "  that  may 
be  so,  but  he  is  in  need  of  your  care ;  please  do  it 
for  my  sake."  That  was  enough,  and  his  friend 
did  as  he  was  requested.  No  one  could  resist  an 
appeal  of  that  kind  from  such  a  man  at  such  a 
time. 
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.     Dr.  Kinne  had  a  large,  sympathetic  heart ;  no 
one    could    be    in    trouble    of    any    kind    without 
touching  a  responsive  chord  in  him  ;  he  knew  just 
what  to  do  and  to  say  upon  every  such  occasion. 
I  shall  never  forget  his  greeting  to  me  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Institute  niter  my  brother  had  left 
It  was  the  first  time  I   had  seen  him  since 
then  ;  as  soon  as  he  saw  me  he  came  to  me,  threw 
his  arm  around   me  and   simply   said.   "  I    know 
how  you  feel,  I  have  passed  through  the  same  my- 
self."    It  was  ever  so.     No  one  could  be  in  trou- 
ble and  he  know  of  it  without  his  going  to  him 
and  sympathizing  with  him  in  his  own  inimitable 
way;  his  words  and  his  manner  of  saying  them 
always  drove  away  the  clouds  and  brought   sun- 
shine anil  comfort  to  everyone  who  was  envel 
in  them.     There  is  no  need  of  my  speaking  of  his 
sociability;  no  one  could  be  more  genial  than  he; 
he  was  the  life  of  ever)   company  where  he  might 
be;  no  one  enjoyed  a  joke  or  a  story  better  than 
he  did  ;  his  laugh  was  contagious,  and  it  was  im- 
possible   for   anyone  to   be   low-spirited   or   cast 
down  for  any  length  of  time  in  his  sunny  pres- 
ence. 

He  was  a  magnificent  presiding  officer,  and  was 
possessed  of  extraordinary  executive  ability.  We 
can  never  forget  the  masterly  manner  in  which 
he  presided  at  our  meeting  in  Atlantic  City  in 
1891  and  in  Washington  in  1892.  I  never  knew 
anyone  to  possess  greater  tact  in  the  leadership  of 
a  society  than  did  he  upon  those  occasions  ;  he 
was  never  ruffled  in  the  least ;  no  matter  what  was 
said  or  done,  he  never  for  a  moment  lost  himself, 
but  always  wore  that  same  suave,  quiet  counte- 
nance which  we  all  admired  so  much. 

\*i  ^withstanding  all  these  qualifications,  Dr. 
Kinne  was  a  man  ;  we  would  not  have  been  so  at- 
tracted to  him  as  we  were  if  he  had  not  been  a 
mortal  just  the  same  as  the  rest  of  us,  and  it  was 
because  he  was  a  man  like  ourselves  that  he  exer- 
cised the  influence  over  us  that  he  did. 

Surely  a  mighty  man  has  gone  out  from  us, 
and  we  miss  him  ;  there  is  no  member  of  the  Insti- 
tute whom  we  could  have  missed  as  much  as  we 
do  him,  or  one  whom  we  could  as  illy  spare  as  he  ; 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  anyone  to  step  in  and 
take  his  place  and  shoulder  his  responsibilities  and 
perform  his  work.  Still,  there  is  not  one  of  us 
who  is  so  selfish  as  to  wish  him  back.  He  did  a 
grand  work,  which  he  finished  well  and  nobly, 
and  we  would  not  recall  him  to  earth  to  pass 
again  through  the  toil  and  the  suffering  and  the 
sacrificing  which  he  endured  so  uncomplainin. 
for  so  many  years.    His  work  and  his  virtues  will 


ever  remain  green  in  our  memory,  and  when  we 
have  finished  our  work  we  .-hall  gladly  join  him 
in  that  other  country  where  pain  and  suffering  are 
unknown. 

Truly  Dr.  Kinne  ha-  stood  \<<v  many  years 
a-  a  bright,  shining  "  beacon  light  "  to  warn 
earth's  traveler-  against  the  reef-  and  the  shoals 
which  are  all   a  I  -bores  over  which    they 

are  journeying.  The  light  which  he  gave  out  was 
always  bright  and  clear,  and,  with  the  lamps  ever 
trimmed  and  filled,  and  the  reflector-  ever  burn- 
ished and  reflective,  he  has  been  the  mean-  >f 
guiding  many  a  human  soul  to  its  haven  in  safety, 
and  has  been  able  to  save  many  a  human  vessel 
from  becoming  a  total  wreck  upon  these  danger- 
ous place-.  These  same  reefs  and  shoals  -till  ex- 
ist and  threaten  the  lives  and  souls  of  men.  and  it 

for  us  who  remain  to  take  up  the  work  which 
1  a  has  laid  down  and  carry  it  on  to  the  best  of 
our  ability.  .May  God  give  us  the  needed  grace 
and  strength  to  enable  us  to  do  it. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  can  close  these  remarks 
better  than  by  quoting  Dr.  Kinne's  favorite  hymn, 
which  so  clearly  and  truly  echoes  his  perfect  trust 
and  faith  in  that  Lord  whom  for  so  many  years 
he  had  faithfully  served  and  trusted  : 

"  We  lay  us  calmly  down  to  sleep, 
When  friendly  night  has  come,  and  leave 

To  God  the  rest  ; 
Whether  we  wake,  or  smile,  or  weep. 
Or  wake  no  more  on  Time's  fair  shore, 

He  knoweth  best ; 

1  le   knoweth   best. 

A-  -ink-  the  sun  in  western  skies, 
When  day  is  done,  and  twilight  dim 

Come-  silent  on. 
So  fades  the  world's  most  luring  prize, 
•  »n  eyes  that  close  in  deep  repose, 

Till  wakes  the  dawn  ; 

Till   wakes  the  dawn. 

"  Why  vex  our  souls  with  wearing  care? 
Why  shun  the  grave,  for  aching  head 

Si  1  cool  and  low  ? 
Have  we  found  life  so  passing  fair 
>  1  -rand  to  he.  SO  sweet  that  we 

Should  dread  to  go? 

Should  dread  to  go? 

Some  otlur  hand  the  task  can  take. 
[f  so  it  eth  best,  the  task 

By  us  begun ; 
No  work  for  which  we  need  to  wake. 
In  joy  or  grief,  fi  >r  1  ief, 

neath  the  sun  ; 

Beneath  the  sun. 

"  (  )  Father,  bless  in  love  Thy  child! 
We  lay  us  down  to  sleep." 
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heroes  of  Medicine* 

BY    CHARLES    GATCHELL.    M.    D.,    CHICAGO. 

It  is  with  deep  and  sympathetic  interest  that 
we  have  all  listened  to  the  eulogies  that  have  been 
pronounced  in  memory  of  the  eminent  members 
of  our  profession,  now  departed,  for  whom  my 
brothers  here  have  spoken. 

It  is  fitting  that  those  who  have  attained  to  po- 
sitions of  distinction  should  thus  be  signally  hon- 
ored. 

But  not  all  can  be  eminent ;  not  all  can  gain 
positions  giving  national  fame,  or  worldwide  re- 
nown, as  did  those  whose  names  were  printed  on 
this  list. 

But  all  can  merit  such  distinction.  All  can  be 
endowed  with  the  humble  virtues  that  make  for 
character.  Each  one  possesses  the  qualities  of 
heart  that  gain  for  him  the  love  of  those  to  whom 
he  ministers. 

It  is  for  those  that  I  shall  speak.  It  is  for  those 
of  the  rank  and  file.  It  is  for  those  who,  while  not 
less  noble,  still  have  moved  in  humbler  spheres ; 
for  in  our  profession  it  is  possible  for  the  one 
unknown  to  the  world  at  large  yet  to  be  a  hero 
in  his  own  community.  For  in  all  the  world  there 
is  no  more  heroic  figure  than  the  village  doctor — 
the  one  who  has  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  the 
community ;  the  one  whose  name  is  a  household 
word,  and  whose  presence  is  a  benediction. 

It  is  such  an  one  who  was  portrayed  in  fiction 
by  Ian  MacLaren  in  the  person  of  the  good  old 
Scotch  doctor  who  for  almost  half  a  century  min- 
istered to  the  sick  of  Drumtochty.  The  nature  of 
his  life's  work  was  well  epitomized  in  the  reply 
that  he  made  to  the  appeal  of  the  simple  cottager 
whose  wife  lay  critically  ill. 

"  Ye  needna  plead  wi'  me,  Tammas,"  said  the 
old  doctor,  "  to  dae  the  best  a'  can  for  yer  wife. 
Mon,  a'  kent  Annie  lang  afore  ye  ever  hived  her. 
A'  brocht  her  intae  the  warld,  and  a'  saw  her  thro' 
the  fever  when  she  wus  a  wee  bit  lassie.  A' 
closed  her  mither's  een.  and  it  was  me  had  tae 
tell  her  she  was  an  orphun." 

It  is  such  a  character  as  this  that  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson  had  in  mind  when  he  said,  "  When  pos- 
terity comes  to  study  the  present  age,  it  will  find 
that  its  noblest  figure  was  the  doctor." 

It  is  among  such  as  these  that  we  must  seek  for 
those  heroes  of  medicine  whose   names  go  not 

*  An  address   delivered  during    Memorial    Services    at    the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  Niagara  Falls. 


down  in  history,  but  a  record  of  whose  lives  is 
written  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  loved  them, 
and  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  as  of  the  good  old 
doctor  of  Drumtochty,  "  In  his  life  he  had  gath- 
ered mair  luve  to  himself  than  ony  mon  in  a'  the 
glen." 

As  in  martial  life,  so  in  medical  is  there  oppor- 
tunity for  the  display  of  the  rarest  devotion,  the 
highest  courage,  and  of  the  most  supreme  self- 
sacrifice. 

Why  is  it  that  all  the  world  has  such  regard  for 
the  soldier?  Why  is  it  that  in  his  presence  caps 
are  raised,  to  let  him  pass  all  step  aside  ? 

It  is  because  it  is  known  that  even  in  life  he  is 
consecrated  to  death.  It  is  because  it  is  known 
that  when  he  stands  in  the  breach,  with  life,  and 
wife,  and  all  the  pleasures  of  earth  behind  him, 
only  death  and  duty  in  front,  his  step  is  ever  to 
the  front. 

Thus,  as  there  are  martial  heroes,  so  are  there 
heroes  of  medicine  whose  very  lives  are  sacrificed 
to  the  one  word — Duty ! 

Would  you  seek  for  instances  of  the  kind  ? 

They  may  be  found  in  abundance. 

Here  is  one : 

It  was  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  A  child  lay  ill 
with  the  at  that  time  almost  invariably  fatal  af- 
fection, laryngeal  diphtheria.  The  larynx  became 
occluded.  Strangulation  threatened.  Tracheo- 
tomy was  performed.  But  the  new  vent  became 
soon  occluded  by  false  membrane,  and  again 
strangulation  threatened,  creating  an  emergency 
demanding  instant  action.  Without  hesitation  the 
doctor,  with  head  bowed  over  the  little  sufferer, 
applied  his  mouth  to  the  wound,  by  respiration 
removed  the  offending  membrane — brought  life 
to  the  child,  but  in  a  few  days  paid  the  penalty 
of  his  act  with  his  own  life. 

A  soldier  fallen  !    A  hero  gone  ! 

Here  is  another : 

It  is  not  many  years  since  the  plague  raged  in 
far-off  India  and  threatened  to  invade  every  coun- 
try of  Europe.  In  order  to  study  the  baneful  dis- 
ease, and,  if  possible,  to  devise  an  immunizing 
serum,  experiments  were  conducted  in  the  bac- 
teriological laboratories  of  Vienna  with  material 
brought  from  the  plague-spots  of  Calcutta.  One 
of  the  experimenters  became  accidentally  inocu- 
lated.    The  fever  rapidly  developed. 

Knowing  that  contact  with  him  would  breed 
contagion  and  create  an  epidemic  throughout 
Austria's  capital,  he  isolated  himself  in  a  single 
room,  permitted  but  one  attendant  to  approach 
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him,  communicated  with  family  and  friends  by 
gazing  through  the  glass  of  a  closed  window 
upon  those  who  stood  on  the  earth  without,  and, 
thus  isolated,  self-immolated,  went  down  to  his 
death  alone. 

Another  soldier  fallen!     Another  hero  gone! 

I  [ere  is  another  : 

A  few  years  since,  an  important  question  in 
medicine  was  still  undetermined.  In  order  to 
study  the  etiology  of  yellow-fever,  experiments 
were  conducted  in  our  neighboring  island  of 
Cuba.  There  Dr.  J.  \V.  Lazear,  stationed  at  Las 
Animas,  deliberately  permitted  himself  to  be  bit- 
ten by  the  insect  which  at  that  time  was  pre- 
sumed, but  not  yet  positively  known,  to  be  the 
intermediate  host  of  the  pernicious  germ  of  the 
disease.  The  fever  rapidly  developed,  ran  a  se- 
vere course,  and  resulted  fatally. 

Another  fact  added  to  our  knowledge  in  medi- 
cal science — another  soldier  fallen,  and  another 
hero  gone ! 

Such  instances  could  be  vastly  multiplied. 
Hut  this  is  enough.  It  is  enough  to  tell  us  what  it 
means  to  be  a  physician.  It  is  enough  to  tell  us 
that  in  no  other  profession,  save  that  of  the  sol- 
dier,  is  there  such  demand  for  sacrifice,  even  unto 
life  itself! 

In  no  other  profession  are  there  the  opportuni- 
ties giving  such  vast  power  for  good,  for  unto 
the  trusted  physician  all  bring  their  burdens. 

Unto  him  confidences  are  unsealed,  hearts  are 
laid  bare,  and  tears  are  unrestrained. 

Into  him  all  portals  are  open.  Where  the 
wounded  lie.  he  is  commander-in-chief.  In  the 
chamber  of  the  suffering,  he  is  prime  minister. 
In  the  kingdom  of  the  home,  he  is  permitted  to 
enter  precincts  as  sacred  and  holy  as  cell  of  clois- 
tered mm.  In  the  accidents  of  birth,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  the  priest,  it  may  be  for  him  to  christen 
the  almost  breathless  babe.  In  those  of  older 
growth,  in  emergency,  he  may  execute  the  last 
will  and  testament,  or  in  extremis,  receive  confes- 
sion, or  administer  the  last  sacrament.  It  is  his 
finger  that  last  lingers  on  the  fluttering  pulse,  or 
last  touches  the  blue-veined  eyelids'  sleep.  And 
when  all  is  o'er,  it's  to  him  that  those  who  are 
bereft  first  turn  for  words  of  condolence  and  of 
comfort. 

Thus  is  he  not  only  physician,  but  priest,  and 
counselor,  and  friend. 

One  who  would  worthily  wear  the  robes  of  a 
profession  of  which  this  can  be  said,  must  in  all 
things  I  reproach.     His  heart  musi 


pure,     his     character     unspotted,     his    conscience 
frost-white,  and  he  must  he  capable  of  an) 
fice — even  unto  life  itself. 

Measured  by  such  standards,  the  revered 
founder  of  homeopathy  may  have  his  name 
graven  on  the  tablet  of  our  great  heroes  of  medi- 
cine. 

The  one  of  whom  I  soeak  was  constantly  giving 
expression  to  the  most  humane  and  the  most  ex- 
alted sentiments.  It  was  he  who  said.  "  Without 
virtue,  it  is  impossible  to  be  a  true  physician." 

Not  only  did  he  give  expression  to  such  lofty 
sentiments,  but  his  entire  career  was  one  long 
series  of  events,  all  characterized  by  the  elements 
of  true  heroisiu. 

Suffering,  as  he  did,  a  persecution  which  drove 
him  even  to  want  and  privation,  yet  was  he  un- 
swerving in  his  devotion  to  the  truth. 

A  weak-souled  man  would  have  abandoned  bis 
purpose  and  sought  the  lines  of  ease.  Not  so  this 
one!  Amidst  difficulties  the  most  discouraging, 
and  against  obstacles  almost  insuperable,  he  pur- 
sued  an  unfaltering  course,  which  yives  him  an 
enduring  place  in  the  roster  of  our  great  heroes 
of  medicine. 

Tn  this  hour,  as  we  are  here  gathered  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  memorv  of  those  of  our  comrades 
who  within  the  twelve-month  have  fallen,  it  is 
fitting  that  we  should  give  thought  to  the  closing 
scene  in  the  life  of  the  man  whose  memory  we 
all  delight  to  honor. 

W  in  his  last  illness,  be  lay  on  a  bed  of  pain, 
the  one  who  was  nearest  and  dearest  to  him — bis 
wife — while  gently  stroking  his  brow,  softly  said: 
Providence  surely  owes  you  exemption  from 
suffering — you  who  have  succored  so  many 
others." 

The  reply  came  slowly,  but  without  hesitation : 

"  Why  should  I,  for  what  I  have  done,  expect 
exemption  from  suffering?  All  in  this  world 
work  according  to  their  gifts,  received  from 
Providence,  and  the  words  "more,'  or  'less,'  arc 
but  terms  used  in  the  courts  of  man — not  before 
the  judgment  seat  of  God.  Providence  owes  me 
nothing!    I  owe  to  it  everything!  " 

With  these  sublime  sentiments  on  bis  lips,  thus 
passed  away  this  good  and  great  man,  a  hero  in 
death,  even  as  he  bad  been  a  hero  in  life,  for  in  all 
the  realm  of  medicine  there  is  no  record  of  one 
who  showed  more  of  self-sacrifice,  of  self-abne- 
gation, i  if  attention  to  duty,  of  adherence  to  prin- 
ciple, and  in  all  the  history  of  medicine,  from  an- 
cient times  to  the  present  day,  there  is  no  greater 
hero  than  the  one  whose  monument  in  our  na- 
tion's  capital    we   so    proudly    reared— Samuel 
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Kali  I  od a  turn. 


BY    S.    R.    GEISER,    M.    D. 


In  this  day  of  surgery  and  medical  nihilism, 
where  the  former  takes  care  of  the  operative 
cases,  nature  many  of  the  medical  ones ;  when 
only  the  spleen  remains  in  the  human  organism, 
not  invaded  by  the  knife,  upon  which  to  exercise 
the  knowledge  of  the  materia  medica,  it  might 
almost  be  looked  upon  as  a  farce  to  relate  a  cure 
by  internal  medication,  especially  by  homeothe- 
rapy. 

In  these  days  of  various  methods  of  treatment, 
of  which  many  are  good,  not  to  mention  the 
"  fads  "  that  come  to-day  and  go  to-morrow,  it 
certainly  requires  some  courage  to  even  mention 
a  case  that  was  presumably  cured  by  an  old  and 
well-tried  drug. 

While  kali  iodatum  has  not  been  proven  as 
some  other  kalis,  yet  it  is  one  of  the  few  remedies 
on  whose  action  reliance  can  be  placed  with  rea- 
sonable assurance  to  inspire  confidence. 

As  you  well  know,  kali  iodatum  is  intimately 
associated  with  active  secondary  syphilis,  ulcers 
of  a  constitutional  type,  to  chronic  rheumatism 
about  the  chest,  and  subacute  rheumatism  due  to 
urethritis  specifica.  The  remedy  is  said  to  be  es- 
pecially adapted  to  scrofulous  people  who  have 
been  saturated  with  mercury.  In  fluent  coryza, 
one  instantly  thinks  of  kali  iodatum  among  others 
as  a  possible  remedy  to  meet  the  case. 

How  shall  we  differentiate  it  from  ars.  gels., 
euphrasia,  allium,  mercury,  and  many  others?  In 
its  nasal  symptoms  it  resembles  ars.  more  closely 
than  any  other.  How  shall  we  differentiate  it 
from  this  drug,  not  to  speak  of  the  others  men- 
tioned ? 

Kali  iodatum  in  toxic  doses  produces  profuse 
watery,  acrid  coryza,  and  in  smaller  doses  cures 
similar  conditions,  especially  when  associated 
with  pain  in  the  frontal  sinus,  the  last-named 
being  one  of  the  symptoms  differentiatingf  it  from 
arsenicum. 

Kali  iodatum  must  also  be  differentiated  from 
iodine,  by  the  depressing  action  of  kali,  and  by 
less  febrile  excitement. 

In  the  respiratory  tract  we  find  catarrhal  in- 
flammation with  freer  secretions  and  less  fever. 
In  other  words,  the  kali  patient  is  a  cooler  individ- 
ual. Should  the  patient  be  a  baby,  it  will  not 
likely  be  a  "  warm  baby."  When  kali  is  indicated 
we  do  not  look  for  much  fever,  while  the  iodine 
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patient  is  quite  feverish,  resembling  in  this  re- 
spect aconite.  Iodine  following  closely  after  ac- 
onite, when  only  the  restlessness  and  extreme 
anxiety  have  been  relieved  by  the  latter. 

For  asthma,  kali  iodatum  has  long  and  fre- 
quently been  called  into  service  as  a  remedial 
agent.  In  young  people  it  is  of  special  value  for 
this  disorder. 

I  have  in  mind  two  young  boys  subject  to  fre- 
quent severe  attacks  of  this  ailment.  They  had 
long  been  treated  by  the  older  school  method  and 
had  doubtless  been  given  this  drug  in  large  doses. 
The  disease  was  thoroughly  eradicated  in  both 
cases  by  infinitesimal  doses  in  reasonable  time. 

The  selection  was  made  from  the  following 
symptoms:  (i)  one  of  the  generalities  of  the 
drug,  emaciation  ;  (2)  after  these  attacks  there  re- 
mained a  cough,  as  though  running  into  con-. 
sumption;  (3)  early  morning  aggravation  of  the 
asthmatic  attack;  (4)  the  cool,  a-febrile  condition 
of  the  patient. 

Sir  William  Jenner,  I  think  it  was.  who  many 
years  ago  pointed  out  as  preliminary  phenomena 
of  rachitis  profuse  perspiration  about  the  head 
and  upper  part  of  the  chest,  a  great  desire  of  the 
child  to  keep  cool  and  to  kick  off  the  bed-clothes 
even  in  cool  weather,  and  a  most  painful  sensi- 
tiveness of  all  parts  of  the  body.  This  general 
hyperesthesia  of  rachitic  children  may  be  so  se- 
vere as  to  simulate  rheumatism  ;  the  child  cannot 
stand,  is  weak,  is  easily  wakened  from  sleep.  In 
these  cases  kali  iodatum  in  infinitesimal  doses 
will  be  effectual.  You  may  sometimes  be  called 
upon  to  prescribe  for  a  child  that  keeps  its  mother 
busy  keeping  it  covered  even  in  cool  weather. 
This  child  is  a  poor  sleeper,  is  easily  awakened, 
and  perspires  a  great  deal  about  the  head  an  1 
upper  part  of  the  body.  In  such  a  case  think  of 
kkali  iodatum.  This  remedy,  with  cal.  carb.  and 
sil.,  will  tend  to  eradicate  a  dyscrasia  that  may 
develop  into  more  serious  disorders  later  in  life. 
As  a  rule,  I  think  this  remedy  is  given  in  too  large 
doses. 

We  should  remember  that  a  large  dose  irritates 
the  stomach  and  disorders  digestion.  Some  are 
far  more  prone  than  others  to  be  thus  affected. 
Some  are  affected  by  even  minute  doses. 

It  seems  that  patients  charged  with  syphilis,  or 
with  mercury,  or  both,  are  the  ones  who  can  sup- 
port large  doses. 

The  drug  is  also  given  as  a  diagnostic,  often 
detrimental  to  the  patient. 

Doubtless,    many    have    been    injured    by    this 
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1  ethod  of  diagnosis.  Dr.  Clarke  contends  that 
In  has  seen  patients  irretrievably  reduced  in 
strength  by  kali  iodatum,  given  on  the  supposition 
thai  they  were  syphilitic. 

Even  in  small  doses  i1  sometimes  produces  de- 
pt  i  ssi<  'ii  1  if  mind  and  body.  The  pn  iper  dose  will 
also  cure  when,  in  conjunction  with  these  symp- 
toms, the  patient  is  unable  to  take  moderate  exer- 
cise without  fatigue. 

In  action  it  resembles  somewhat  aletris;  aletris 

calls  For  an  "all  the  time  tired  feeling,"  the  kali 

itum  patient  is  tired  both  mentally  and  bodily. 

In  subacute  and  chronic  coughs  kali  resembles 
stannnm  and  sang.,  all  having  in  their  patho- 
genesis profuse,  thick,  and  green  expectoration, 
the  taste  of  the  expectoration  being  salty  and  one 
of  the  distinguishing  features  in  kali;  while  it  is 
sweet  in  stannnm  and  fetid  in  sangunaria. 

As  with  mercury  the  pains  and  disorders  that 
yield  to  kali  are  marked  by  nocturnal  increase  of 
suffering-,  whether  that  be  syphilis,  rheumatism. 
scrofulous,  or  the  preliminary  phenomena  of 
rachitis. 

\gain.  in  persons  who  are  disposed  to  take 
colds  which  linger  for  an  unusual  time,  with  some 

■  /a,  a  fullness  and  pain  in  the  nasal  passages, 
with  rough,  semi-croupy  hacking  cough  and  raw- 

>s,   especially   in   spare   and   chilly    individuals, 
kali  iodatum  relieves  one. 
•      « 

The  Jdpdnese   as  Military  Sanitarians. 

BY    LIEUT.    COL.    VAN    REXSSEI.AKR    HOFK, 
Dqiu'v  Surgeon  General,  United  States  Army. 

The  Vfar  in  the  East  to  determine  whether  the 
(  Irient  shall  be  dominated  by  Russia  or  Japan,  or 
whether  China  is  to  be  divided  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth  until  she  is  regenerated,  makes  of 
interest  anything  regarding  the  _:  armies, 

especially  that  of  Japan. 

It  was  tin-  writer's  privilege  during  a  short 
ice  in  China  to  observe  the  Japanese  troops 
and,  like  everyone  else,  to  be  impressed  with  the 
wonderfully  systematic  way  in  which  they  did 
everything.  This  was  so  marked  as  to  raise  the 
quest  ion  as  to  whether  it  was  purely  imitative,  or 
whether  behind  it  there  was  the  initiative 
needed  to  make  an  army  effective.  Bill  one  had 
onl)  to  observe  what  they  did  in  the  march  to 
Peking  I  nvinced  that  there  was  no  lack  of 

initiative,  even  if  their  war  with  China  had  left 
that  question  in  doubt,  while  since  then  their  en- 
terprise has  astonished  the  world. 


Speaking  of  the  Chino-Japanese  war.  Admiral 
ITemantle.  R.  \\,  remarked  that  the  principal  les- 
son to  lie  learned  from  that  remarkable  conflict  is 
ethical.  "  It  lies  deep  in  the  traditions  and  tem- 
peraments of  the  two  nations.  The  warlike, 
go-ahead  Japanese  have-  won  all  along  the  line, 
while  the  peaceable,  conservative  Chinese  have 
disastrously  failed  to  make  any  respectable  de- 
fense of  their  hearths  and  homes." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  most  important  military 
(esson  to  be  learned  from  the  war,  and  which  is 
apparently  to  be  emphasized  in  this,  is  one  that  we 
ol  a  boasted  higher  civilization  cannot  afford  to 
ignore,  namely,  the  value  of  organization  and 
preparation.  It  was  these,  and  certainly  not  in- 
dividual physical  superiority,  which  enabled  forty 
million  "  wojen  "  (dwarfs)  to  easily  overcome  a 
nation  ten  times  more  numerous. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  less  than  half  a  century 
ago  the  Japanese  finally  concluded  to  adopl  west- 
ern civilization.  That  they  might  know  what  this 
civilization  really  was,  they  sent  oul  commissions 
to  visit  all  the  great  nations  and  bring  back  that 
which  was  best. 

In  this  pilgrimage  it  was  found  that  France  had 
the  best  army  (views  modified  after  the  war  of 
[870),  England  tin-  best  navy,  and  the  United 
Slates  the  best  public  school  system,  and  these 
are  the  models  on  which  Japan  organized  her 
public  schools,  her  army,  and  her  navy. 

The  admirable  organization  of  the  Japanese 
army  extends  equally  to  its  sanitary  department, 
for,  though  their  national  commission  found 
among  us  no  religion  they  could  recommend  or 
adopt,  yel  humanity  seems  to  have  been  recog- 
nized by  this  people;  in  any  event,  they  realized. 
humanity  aside,  that  a  properly  organized  sani- 
t;  r\  department  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  an  army,  and,  with  their  usual 
promptitude,  organized  one  which  in  personnel. 
rial,  and  efficiency  leaves  little  to  be  di 

The  present  director  general  of  the  British 
Royal  Army  MedicaJ  Corps,  who  was  an  inter- 
ested observer  of  the  practical  working  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  Japanese  army  during 
the  war  of  [894,  says,  in  a  most  valuable  re; 
we  failed  to  realize  regarding  this  people  "that 
Japan  had  physicians  and  surgeon*  of  the  highest 
standing,  man)  of  whom  had  taken  highest  hon- 
ors in  American  and  European  schools,  and  some 
of  them  were  and  are  pioneers  in  bacteriology 
and  other  branches  of  scientific  research." 

A  lack  of  general  knowledge  of  this  fact    was 
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the  occasion  of  surprise  to  those  who  had  ex- 
pected to  find  a  crude  sanitary  organization,  and 
instead  found  one  fully  abreast  of  the  latest  de- 
velopments in  this  direction,  and  from  the  actual 
fighting  line  through  the  regimental  aid  stations, 
the  collecting  and  dressing  stations,  the  field  hos- 
pitals, the  railroad,  boat  and  ship  hospitals,  the 
stationary  hospitals  on  the  lines  of  communication 
and  at  the  base,  each  stage  of  the  wounded  man's 
journey  is  provided  for  by  the  most  careful  and 
detailed  organization,  and  so  far  as  human  intelli- 
gence can  anticipate,  absolutely  nothing  is  left  to 
chance. 

It  has  become  so  much  the  vogue  for  writers  to 
prate  about  the  terrific  casualties  of  future  wars, 
even  going  so  far  as  to  predict  that  because  of  the 
estimated  destructiveness  of  modern  ordnance  a 
battle  would  be  too  frightful  to  be  endured,  and 
consequently  wars  would  cease,  that  the  unthink- 
ing have  almost  been  brought  to  believe  that  we 
have  been  fired  into  the  millennium  by  dynamite. 
However,  nature  has  not  yet  changed.  From  the 
lowest  protoplasm  to  the  highest  organic  develop- 
ment there  is  endless  strife,  and  man  remains, 
under  certain  conditions,  quite  as  much  of  a  fight- 
ing animal  as  even  his  bestial  progenitors. 

In  truth,  those  who  speak  for  perpetual  peace 
have  failed  to  reckon  with  the  man  rather  than  the 
gun,  and  have  overlooked  the  fact  so  well  stated 
by  Forbes,  "  that  the  more  modern  battles  of  Eu- 
rope, in  which  great  numbers  of  men  have  been 
engaged,  battles  in  which  were  used  rifled  cannon 
and  small  arms,  have  afforded  greatly  less  per- 
centages of  casualties  than  those  of  earlier  battles 
in  which  smooth-bore  cannon  and  muskets  were 
the  sole  weapons  of  fire." 

While  the  Chino-Japanese  war  could  in  no 
sense  be  regarded  as  typical  of  what  the  conflict 
with  Russia  will  be,  yet  it  incidentally  taught 
certain  lessons  of  universal  application,  and  some 
of  which  are  of  especial  value  to  the  military  sani- 
tarian. 

Not  the  least  important  and  interesting  of  these 
lessons  is  found  in  what  the  youngest  child  of  our 
boasted  civilization  has  done  in  organizing  to  care 
for  the  sick  and  wounded,  and,  regarding  it  from 
its  purely  military  standpoint,  what  this  organiza- 
tion has  accomplished  for  the  fighting  machine  in 
keeping  its  front  unhampered  by  invalids. 

Referring  to  organization.  Colonel  Taylor 
wrote,  "  At  Port  Arthur  there  were  opportunities 
of  seeing  how  every  part  of  the  medical  machine 
worked     .     .      .in  the  fighting  line  everything 


was  done  that  could  possibly  have  been  done. 
Lives  were  saved  on  the  spot  where  the  men  fell, 
by  the  prompt  application  of  tourniquet,  and  even 
large  arteries  were  ligatured  under  heavy  fire.  I 
saw  two  men  brought  back  from  the  dressing  sta- 
tion from  the  line  of  attack  on  one  of  the  forts, 
both  of  whose  lives  were  saved  by  ligature,  one 
of  the  femoral,  another  of  the  axillary  artery ;  the 
'  tallies  '  in  each  case  gave  the  particulars  of  what 
had  been  done  under  difficulties,  but  with  every 
care,  and  asked  for  immediate  attention  to  the 
wounds  which  had  been  protected  by  the  first 
dressing.  The  wounded  were  removed  from  the 
field  without  any  delay  just  as  quickly  and  quietly 
as  they  always  were  on  the  bi-weekly  parades  of 
the  bearer  columns  in  time  of  peace.  If  regiments 
were  engaged  far  ahead,  the  regimental  bearers 
did  the  work  until  the  bearer  companies  came  up, 
when  they  again  took  their  places  in  the  ranks. 
There  was  no  loss  of  time,  the  medical  officers 
were  everywhere  "...  And  thus  he  goes 
on  describing  most  graphically  what  he  actually 
saw,  no  wounded  left  for  hours  unattended,  no 
waiting  for  the  battle  to  cease.  I  quote  again, 
"  At  Wei  Hai  Wei  on  the  30th  of  January  the 
steadiness  which  results  from  drill,  or  practice, 
was  demonstrated  in  a  splendid  manner.  A  regi- 
ment which,  in  forgetfulness  of  the  warning  of 
the  marshal  commanding  in  his  orders  of  the 
night  before,  that  troops  were  not  to  be  exposed 
011  the  beach  of  the  harbor  for  fear  of  drawing 
upon  them  the  fire  of  the  Chinese  ships  still  there, 
and  in  the  excitement  of  the  pursuit  of  thousands 
of  the  enemy  in  flight,  advanced  across  the  flat, 
sandy  beach  for  some  distance  and  suddenly 
found  itself  under  fire  from  the  quick-firing  and 
machine  guns  of  the  Chinese  ships  and  from  tor- 
pedo boats  at  a  distance  ranging  from  200  to  600 
yards.  .  .  .  The  regiment,  which  was  in  line, 
was  taken  in  the  flank,  and  at  the  first  discharge 
over  eighty  men  were  down,  and  the  saddles  of 
the  (two)  mounted  officers  were  empty.  It  was 
evident  that  the  regiment  was  in  danger  of  bein.u 
soon  annihilated,  but  someone  had  his  wits  about 
him,  for  in  a  few  seconds  every  man  was  on  his 
face,  and  soon  all  were  crawling  or  making 
rushes,  while  stooping,  toward  a  ravine  to  their 
left.  There  the  regiment  reformed,  but  even 
while  the  men  were  creeping  away  we  saw  sud- 
denly the  medical  officers  and  stretcher.-  spread 
over  the  field  at  some  distance  from  one  another. 
They  walked  in  that  storm  of  bullets  as  quieih  as 
if  on  the  parade  ground  at  Tokio.     .     .     .      In 
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twenty  minutes  there  was  not  a  dead  or  wounded 

Japanese  soldier  on  the  beach."  What  a  contrast 
this  actual  experience  is  with  the  picture  of  future 
battles  recently  drawn  by  a  distinguished  writer, 
who  says,  "  the  victor  will  hasten  away  .  .  . 
leaving  the  wounded  of  both  sides  to  be  dealt  with 
as  may  be  possible  by  such  surgeons  as  he  can  af- 
ford .  .  .  and  to  the  ministrations  of  cosmo- 
politan amateur  philanthropists  of  the  Red  Cross 
and  kindred  organizations,  for  there  will  he  no 
more  military  bearer  companies,"  etc. 

A  wonderful  people  the  Japanese:  intelligent, 
1'  iyal,  brave,  and  in  nothing  are  these  qualities  bet- 
ter illustrated  than  in  the  organization  and  prac- 
tical working  of  their  military  sanitary  depart- 
ment. The  whole  army,  indeed  the  whole  coun- 
try, sympathized  with  the  work  and  with  such 
support  success  was  assured. 
♦     ♦ 

Acute  Inflammations  of  the  Fauces,  Tonsils,  and 
Larynx,  with  Some  Illustrative  Cases* 

BY    EDWARD    .\f.    MADDEN,    M.    I!. 

When  one  goes  into  private  practice,  as  a  gen- 
eral practitioner,  one  finds  that  cases  of  this 
group  are  among  the  most  common  of  all  acute 
illnesses,  whether  resulting  from  chill  or  from 
g<  rm  infection,  and  most  of  all  among  children 
"i-  young  adults;  and  one's  success,  or  otherwise, 
in  giving  rapid  relief  to  the  milder  cases,  and  in 
saving  life  in  the  severest  ones,  goes  to  form  a 
very  large  part  of  one's  reputation  for  skill,  on 
which  one's  success  in  life  so  entirely  depends. 

Fortunately  fur  us  and  for  our  patients,  there 
are  hardly  any  conditions  of  the  throat  met  with 
in  its  acute  inflammations  which  are  not  very 
closely  imitated  in  the  effects  of  various  drugs 
when  given  in  toxic  doses,  so  that  it  can  ven 
dom  happen  to  us,  who  give  drugs  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  similars,  to  he  unable  to  find  a 
chug  which  is  in  this  way  definitely  specific  to 
the  lesion  we  have  to  treat,  as  well  as  others  i  if 
needful)  which  are  specific  to  the  constituti 
condition  accompanying  it. 

But  while  we  use  such  specific  medicines,  we 
are  in  no  way  debarred  from  using  at  the  same 
time  any  other  means  of  assisting  in  the  cure, 
whether  by  surgical  interference,  serum  therapy, 
gargles  or  sprays  (either  for  the  local  application 
of  specific  drugs  or  of  an  antiseptic),  or  the  ex- 
ternal application  of  poultices,  compresses,  etc.. 

*  Being  the  third   "Wednesday  Lecture,"  delivered  al   the 
London  Homeopathic  Hospital  on  Jinuary  27,   1 


and  all  these  methods  we  do  constantly  make  use 
of  in  suitable  cases,  though  in  quite  a  consider- 
able proportion  such  adjuvantia  are  nut  required. 

The  simplest  and  most  common  of  all  such  in- 
flammations are  those  which  accompany  an  acute 
catarrh,  or  common  cold  ;  for  though  these  are  by 
no  means  always  inflammatory,  they  frequently 
are  so  in  a  high  degree,  and  especially  if  they  are 
of  the  type  associated  with  influenza.  And  here 
1  would  just  pause  to  say  that  I  hold  that  (///acute 
colds  are  caught  by  infection,  for.  though  expo- 
sure to  damp  and  chill  predisposes  to  its  develop- 
ment, yet  in  the  absence  of  infection  110  catarrh 
or  coryza  will  follow  such  exposure,  as  the  expe- 
rience of  all  Arctic  voyagers  has  demonstrated. 

The  preliminary  symptoms  of  general  chilli- 
ness, shiverinp-,  and  fever  so  closely  resemble  the 
effects  of  aconite,  that  this  is  the  first  medicine  to 
he  given,  and,  if  begun  early  enough,  and  bei 
local  symptoms  have  developed,  the  whole  thing 
may  he  nipped  in  the  hud.  and  especially  if  at  the 
same  time  means  are  taken  to  restore  the  circula- 
tion in  the  skin,  by  a  hot  bath,  or  best  of  all  where 
obtainable,  a  hot-air  hath.  But  it  is  often  impos- 
sible to  begin  the  treatment  early  enough  to  stran- 
gle a  cold  at  its  birth,  and  then  its  well-known 
symptoms  soon  show  themselves,  and  am 
them  are  very  constantly  a  congested,  raw  state 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces,  uvula, 
and  ]n  'sterior  pharynx. 

Now  it  is  a  very  common  opinion,  both  with 
tiie  public  and  among  doctors,  that  a  cold  must 
run  its  course  whether  treated  or  not;  and  many 
a  doctor,  if  asked  what  lie  would  give  for  a  cold, 
would  reply,  "  a  fortnight,"  more  or  less. 

But  if  treated  by  homeopathic  drugs  the  statu- 
tory fortnight  can  usually  he  curtailed  by  one- 
half,  at  least,  and  can  often  be  reduced  to  four  or 
live  days.  The  medicines  which  produce  symp- 
toms  most  closely  resembling  those  of  a  had  cold 
where  the  throat  is  affected  are  mercury  and  the 
iodides,    and    fi  1     years    now     I    have    been 

using  mercurius  protiodide,  to  which  is  added  a 
sufficiency  of  iodide  of  potassium  ti  i  enable  it  to  be 
completely  dissolved  if  put  into  water,  i.  e.,  pot. 
iod.grs.  xv  to  mere,  protiod.gr.  j,  and  taking  this 
mixture  as  the  matrix  substance,  I  have  sugar  of 
milk  added  to  it  in  proportion  so  as  to  reduce  it 
ur  2x  trituration  of  the  mere.  prot.  contained 
in  it  I /.  <•..  of  course.  1  part  in  too)  ;  of  this  1 
1  grain  for  a  dose  and  repeat  it  at  frequent 
intervals  with  the  most  gratifying  success.  In 
ray  own  person  I  have  constantly  cut  short  what 
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appeared  to  be  a  very  heavy  cold  in  two  or  three 
days,  and  it  is  quite  exceptional  to  see  one  last 
I  :  ond  a  week  among  those  who  take  this  prep- 
aration. Of  course,  1  do  not  pretend  that  this 
i  -  infallible  in  all  cases,  but  only  in  a  large  propor- 
tion of  those  I  have  treated,  and  I  can  cordially 
recommend  it  to  your  attention  in  this  compara- 
tively insignificant,  but  most  annoying  complaint. 

In  simple  acute  inflammation  of  the  fauces  we 
find  the  soft  palate,  uvula,  and  both  arches  of 
the  palate  a  bright  red  color,  slightly  swollen, 
but  not  ulcerated,  and  the  posterior  pharynx  also, 
though  to  a  less  degree  sharing  in  the  con- 
gestion, and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
surface  of  the  tonsils.  This  condition  is  always 
accompanied  with  more  or  less  of  fever  and  gen- 
eral malaise,  and  gives  rise  to  pain  on  swallow- 
ing, which  is  usually  worse  the  smaller  the  bolus 
to  be  swallowed. 

The  same  condition  of  the  throat,  almost  ex- 
actly, is  seen  during  certain  of  the  specific  exan- 
themata, especially  scarlet  fever,  rotheln,  and 
measles,  but  it  is  often  met  with  independently 
of  them,  and  may  then  be  considered  as  a  simple 
angina  per  se. 

Here  there  is  one  medicine  the  toxic  effects  of 
which  so  closely  resemble  the  symptoms  to  be 
treated,  that  no  hesitation  need  be  felt  in  choos- 
ing it  as  our  chief,  if  not  the  only,  drug  to  be  re- 
lied upon  to  cure.  This  medicine  is  belladonna, 
and  its  effects  upon  the  throat  are  so  well  known 
to  every  student  of  materia  medica,  it  is  superflu- 
ous to  recount  them  here,  even  to  those  who  as 
yet  know  little  or  nothing  of  homeopathy.  We 
give,  then,  in  these  cases  belladonna,  which  acts, 
in  my  experience,  very  well  indeed  in  the  lower, 
i.  c,  stronger,  dilutions,  such  as  a  drop  or  two  of 
the  4>.  or  lx.  repeated  every  hour  or  two,  or 
where  there  is  much  fever,  giving  it  in  alternation 
with  aconite.  At  the  same  time  it  is  usually  a 
great  comfort  to  the  patient  to  apply  cold  com- 
presses outside  the  throat,  but  where  there  is  no 
ulceration  or  oedema  in  the  throat  I  do  not  usu- 
allv  use  any  internal  local  treatment.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  fairly  typical  example  of  a  severe  case 
of  this  kind,  and  the  course  we  may  expect  it  to 
run. 

Master  M.  hi.,  aged  fourteen,  had  been  ill  for 
three  davs  when  I  was  sent  for  to  see  him  on  No- 
vember 30,  1903.  He  had  been  complaining  of  a 
severe  headache,  and  a  sore  throat  and  a  slight 
cough,  for  which  his  mother  had  put  on  a  large 
mustard  poultice  over  the  chest.     I  learned  that 


he  had  had  a  rather  long  shivering  fit  to  start  his 
illness,  but  no  vomiting,  and  when  I  saw  him  1  it 
was  about  four  p.  m.)  his  pulse  was  152  and  the 
temperature  104.20 ;  his  throat  was  uniformly  red 
al!  over,  but  no  ulcers,  and  hardly  at  all  swollen  ; 
he  had  still  a  slight  headache,  a  white,  coated 
tongue,  with  red  papillae,  and  a  tickling  throat 
c<  ugh,  but  beyond  these  no  symptoms  except  the 
following:  His  chest  showed  a  bright  blush  all 
over  the  area  which  had  been  covered  by  the  mus- 
tard, and  as  this  seemed  inclined  to  spread  at  it- 
edges  it  made  one  at  first  a  little  uncertain  if  he 
were  not  suffering  fom  scrarlet  fever,  with  the 
rash  only  partially  developed ;  but  although  it  re- 
mained visible  for  three  days,  it  never  extended 
any  further,  and  the  subsequent  condition  entirely 
negatived  this  suspicion.  My  diagnosis  was  "  in- 
fluenza,"  and  the  fact  of  his  mother  developing 
acute  influenza  of  the  neuralgic  type  while  he  was 
convalescent,  seems  to  confirm  this  diagnosis. 

I  gave  him  aconite  and  belladonna  alternately 
at  intervals  of  one  hour,  and  applied  cold  com- 
presses round  his  neck  every  four  hours.  (  >n 
December  1st  the  temperature  was  102°  and  pulse 
132;  he  felt  much  less  pain  in  the  throat,  though 
it  looked  very  much  the  same,  and  he  still  had 
some  throat  cough.  On  December  2d,  tempera- 
ture 99°,  pulse  108.  and  his  throat  was  looking 
much  less  inflamed  and  felt  quite  well  to  himself. 
On  that  evening — as  so  often  happens  in  acute 
influenza — his  temperature  made  a  last  expiring 
flicker  and  rose  to  101  °,  but  on  the  3d  he  was  98.7. 
pulse  92,  and  except  for  the  slight  cough,  which 
lasted  three  or  four  days  more,  he  was  quite  well. 
(  )n  this  day  I  stopped  the  aconite,  but  he  went  on 
with  the  belladonna  till  the  cough  ceased,  having 
had  no  other  medicines  but  these  two  during  the 
whole  of  the  attack.  I  may  just  add  that  I  saw 
him  occasionally,  while  attending  his  mother,  for 
a  fortnight  after  he  was  quite  well,  and  repeat- 
edly examined  to  see  if  there  was  the  slightest 
appearance  of  peeling,  in  case  my  diagnosis  had 
been  wrong,  but  not  the  least  ever  appeared,  nei- 
ther did  any  case  of  scarlet  fever  develop  in  the 
house  subsequently.  Of  course,  in  practice,  the 
diagnosis,  especially  of  an  infectious  disease,  is 
of  the  utmost  importance,  but  for  the  purpose- 
this  lecture  it  is  of  entirely  secondary  importance 
whether  the  inflammation  in  M.  E.'s  throat  toi  v 
its  origin  from  the  infection  of-  scarlet  fever,  drain 
smells,  epidemic  influenza,  or  simple  catarrh,  and 
1  would  ask  you  to  believe  that,  so  far  as  the 
throat  affection  went,  it    would   have  vielded  to 
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tin.  treatment  I  have  described  equally  well  from 
whichever  source  it  originated. 

And  here  we  touch  upon  a  question  which  is 
frequently  referred  to  in  discussing  homeopathy, 
viz..  that  it  is  often  said  that  in  homeopathic  prac- 
tice we  entirely  disregard  pathology  and  treat 
symptoms  only.  This,  however,  is  a  very  unfair 
statement  of  the  case,  for  from  the  timi 
Hahnemann  to  the  present  day  it  has  always  been 
insisted  upon  that  we  should  study  what  we  call 
the  "  totality  of  symptoms."  /.  e.,  every  discover- 
able symptom  connected  with  the  disease,  both 
ective.  which  can  he  seen  or  discovered  by 
the  physician  by  examining  the  patient  and  the 
disease  products  in  every  possible  way.  and  sub- 
jective, which  can  he  felt  and  described  by  the 
patient  alone.  And  if  you  come  to  think  of  it. 
these  symptoms  in  their  aggregate  make  up  a 
complete  pathology  so  far  as  facts  are  concerned  : 
and  the  only  part  of  pathology  we  can  with  any 
truth  »be  accused  of  neglecting,  is  that  which 
•concerns  itself  with  speculations  and  conjectures 
as  to  the  ultimate  causes  of  disease  which  are 
proverbially  uncertain,  and  change  with  almost 
every  generation  of  pathologists,  ami  are  not  al- 
ways agreed  upon  by  those  who  are  contempo- 
rary . 

The  next  form  of  inflammation  I  would  call 
your  attention  to  is  the  ulcerated  sore  throat:  this 
is  commonly  due  to  septic  infection,  and  is  shown 
chiefly,  though  not  entirely,  by  ulcer-  on  the  sur- 
face of  one  or  both  tonsils.  It  is  often  called 
follicular  tonsilitis,  though  it  is  nearly  always 
—  <ciated  with  a  general  angina  of  the  kind  we 
have  just  been  considering,  to  which  the  follicu- 
lar ulceration  of  the  tonsils  is  added. 

The  following  is  a  good  example  of  a  mildish 
form  of  this  condition.  Miss  \\\,  aet.  fifty-six. 
on  December  20,  1903,  noticed  a  very  foul  smell 
as  she  walked  past  when-  some  old  houses  had 
just  been  pulled  down.  On  the  J2d  she  senl 
ior  me,  and  reported  that  all  the  previous  daj  had 
felt  very  ill.  with  a  bad  headache,  sore  throat,  and 
aching  all  over  her.  Her  pulse  was  112  and 
temperature  99.4°.  The  whole  of  the  fauces  was 
bright  red  and  rather  swollen,  and  on  the  right 
tonsil  there  were  several  small  ulcers,  and  one 
pstch  where  three  or  four  had  coalesced  into  a 
large  one  covered  with  thick,  purulent  dischai 
The  glands  outside  the  tonsils  were  enlarged  and 
[er.  She  still  had  a  bad  headache  and  the 
.Mineral  aching  all  over. 

For  this  condition  I  prescribed  hell.,    </>  in  TT\ j 


-  and  mere,  biniod.,  2x,  in  t-gr.  doses  to  be 

taken  every  alternate  hour.  to  gargle  her  throat 
with  pot.  chlor.,  3j  to  the  pint,  and  apply  hot 
compresses  outside.  The  headache  continued 
had  all  that  day,  and  at  night  the  temperature 
was  101  .  hut  she  had  a  good  sleep,  and  on  the 
23d  felt  very  much  better;  the  throat  was  looking 
much  less  inflamed,  and  all  signs  of  ulceration 
and  discharge  had  ceased,  only  leaving  rather 
inflamed-looking  pits  scattered  over  the  I 
the  temperature  was  \'.  and  pulse  100.  The  tem- 
perature rose  again  to  99.8  that  evening,  but  by 
the  next  day  she  was  practically  well. 

The  following,  again,  is  a  good  example  of  a 
had  attack  of  the  same  thing,  a  condition  which, 
as  the  French  saw  "  gives  one  furiously  to  think  " 
that  it  is  a  cast-  of  diphtheria.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  proved  not  to  be  so,  but  1  would  defy  any- 
one at  a  certain  stage  of  it  to  feel  certain  of  the 
diagnosis  without  a  bacteriological  examination. 
The  patient  was  a  young  woman.  Miss  F.  T., 
aged  twenty-four,  wdio  had  been  under  my  care 
for  the  previous  six  months,  and  treated  for 
chronic  nephritis,  with  dropsy,  albuminuria,  and 
occasional  hematuria,  which  had  lasted  for  three 
years  following  an  attack  of  acute  nephritis.  The 
treatment  for  this  does  not  concern  us  here,  hut 
suffice  it  to  say  she  had  entirely  lost  all  her  symp- 
toms of  nephritis  for  over  two  months  when  on 
February  9,  1903,  she  sent  for  me  to  attend  to  her 
sore  throat,  for  which,  as  you  see.  her  former 
history  made  her  a  particularly  had  subject. 

She  had  been  feeling  very  unwell  since  the 
forenoon  of  the  previous  day  and  when  I  saw 
her  at  mid-day  on  February  9th,  she  had  a  severe 
headache  and  backache,  ached  in  all  her  limbs, 
and  had  a  had  sore  throat.  On  examining  the 
throat  there  was,  besides  a  general  acute  angina, 
a  membranous  deposit  covering  the  whole  of  both 
tonsils,  which  were  considerably  swollen,  very 
tender  on  external  pressure,  and  exceedingly 
painful  on  swallowing.  The  tongue  was  covered 
with  a  thick,  moist,  dirty-white  fur.  The  pulse 
was  t20  and  the  temperature  101.5  ,  and  she 
felt  extremely  ill.  I  gave  her  baptisia  4>  n\J  and 
mere,  cyanide,  6c,  Trnij  every  hour  in  alternation, 
and  ordered  her  to  use  a  spray  to  the  throat  of 
sanitas,  t  in  [O  of  water,  every  two  hours,  and 
to  apply  a  hot  compress  outside  every  four  hours. 
I  at  once  took  a  specimen  on  a  swab  from  the 
tonsils  and  sent  it  up  in  an  express  letter  to  the 
Clinical  Research  Association  for  examinal 
and  was  prepared  t>>  inject  the  diphtheritic  anti- 
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toxin  at  once  if  the  report  should  prove  its  being 
diphtheria. 

And  here  I  will  confess  at  once  that  I  think  it 
would  have  been  wiser  to  have  used  the  antitoxin 
immediately  in  a  case  of  so  suspicious  an  appear- 
ance ;  for  with  proper  precautions  it  is  practically 
incapable  of  doing  any  harm  supposing  the  case 
turn  out  not  to  be  diphtheritic,  whereas  if  it  is 
diphtheria  the  most  advantageous  time  for  using 
the  antitoxin  is  lost  while  waiting  for  the  report 
of  the  examination,  which,  unfortunately,  takes  at 
the  least  twenty-four  hours  to  complete.  In  this 
case,  however,  I  received  the  report  the  next  af- 
ternoon to  the  effect  that  though  many  septic 
cocci,  chiefly  the  streptococci  and  staphylococci, 
were  present,  no  Loffler  bacilli  were  to  be  found, 
so  that  my  omission  to  use  the  antitoxin  was  no 
disadvantage  to  her.  At  my  visit  on  the  morning 
of  the  ioth  I  learned  that  her  temperature  the 
night  before  had  reached  103. 4",  but  she  had  had 
a  good  night  and  felt  better  this  morning;  her 
temperature  now  was  ioo°  and  pulse  92.  Her 
headache  and  general  pains  were  considerably 
modified,  but  the  membranous  appearance  on  the 
tonsils  was  very  much  the  same,  "while  the  uvula 
and  soft  palate  were  very  swollen  and  cedemat- 
ous.  The  urine  to-day  gave  evidence  of  a  decided 
relapse  of  her  former  hematuria,  and  was  a  deep 
brown  color.  I  now  exchanged  the  bapt.  for 
apis  2.x,  and  continued  the  mere.  cyan,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  treatment  ordered  the  day  before. 
That  evening  the  temperature  only  rose  to  101.60. 
On  the  nth  the  tonsils  were  beginning  to  clear, 
all  headache  and  pains  were  gone,  the  tempera- 
ture was  99. 8°,  and  pulse  80,  but  the  hematuria 
continued.  On  the  12th  all  membrane  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  throat,  and  the  oedema  had 
gone  down,  but  the  tonsils  looked  and  felt  very 
raw  and  sore.  The  urine  was  still  containing 
some  blood,  but  she  had  no  pains  in  the  kidneys 
and  no  swelling  of  the  feet.  I  now  changed  the 
medicines  to  terebinth  lx  and  mere,  biniod.  2.x. 
From  this  time  the  condition  ceased  to  be  acute. 
The  hematuria  ceased  on  the  14th,  and  by  the  end 
of  the  month  no  trace  of  albuminuria  remained. 
The  tonsils  had  become  quite  normal  both  in  ap- 
pearance and  feeling  by  the  16th,  and  although 
her  convalescence  was  somewhat  prolonged  bv 
neuralgia  and  an  anaemic  condition,  the  throat 
gave  her  no  further  trouble,  nor  did  any  paralytic 
symptoms  supervene.  From  the  fact  of  her 
brother-in-law,  in  whose  house  I  attended  her, 
developing  an  uncomplicated  but  severe  attack  n\ 


influenza  within  a  few  days  of  her  beginning  her 
illness,  I  am  inclined  to  diagnose  her  case  as 
being  of  the  same  origin,  and  taking  the  form  of 
a  pseudo-diphtheritic  tonsilitis,  as  no  other  source 
of  septic  invasion  could  be  discovered  to  account 
for  it. 

In  the  cases  I  have  just  recorded  of  follicular 
or  lacunar  tonsilitis,  I  have  mentioned  the  use  of 
most  of  the  chief  remedies  which  are  homeopath- 
ically  specific  to,  and  are  found  practically  most 
successful  in  treating  it  during  its  acute  stage, 
but  there  is  one  other  of  almost  equal  importance, 
and  in  some  epidemics  of  it  by  far  the  most  useful 
of  all — I  mean  phytolacca.  It  is  not  very  easy 
from  its  pathogenesis  to  differentiate  between 
those  cases  to  which  it  or  the  iodides  of  mercury 
are  the  truest  simile,  but  in  practice  I  have  come 
to  rely  upon  phytolacca  chiefly  in  those  attacks 
in  which  the  parenchyma  of  the  tonsils  is  in- 
volved more  deeply,  and  where  there  are  large 
and  tender  lymphatic  glands  in  the  neck  ^s  well 
as  the  internal  ulceration  and  the  general  angina. 
This  condition,  as  I  have  suggested,  is  more  fre- 
quently met  with  when  an  epidemic  of  it  is  rag- 
ing, and  when  this  is  the  case  nothing  can  be 
more  satisfactory  than  the  rapid  way  in  which  it 
expedites  the  cure.  I  usually  give  it  in  the-  <£ 
or  lx  dilution,  though  others  who  use  the  6x  and 
even  higher  dilutions  seem  to  be  equally  satisfied 
with  their  results. 

(To  be  concluded.) 

♦     ♦ 

The  Importance  of  Development   and  Improve- 
ment of  Hearing  in  the  Deaf  by  Methodical 
Hearing  Exercises. 

A    SHORT    SYNOPSIS    OF     THE     MOST     ADVANCED    METHOD     OF 

TEACHING    THE    DEAF. 

BY     A.     REXO     MARGULIES. 

I  want  to  direct  attention  to  a  particular  phase 
of  modern  effort  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
those  afflicted  with  deafness,  and  for  the  weighty 
reasons  to  be  elaborated  below,  I  earnestly  desire 
to  interest  the  aurist  and  general  practitioner  in 
the  now  possible  utilization  and  development  of 
rudimentary  hearing. 

The  early  efforts  in  this  direction  did  not  re- 
ceive the  recognition  they  deserved  and  therefore 
were  shortlived.  Even  as  noted  an  aurist  as 
Meniere  called  them  illusionary.  Others,  while 
recognizing  their  value  to  a  certain  extent,  did 
not  believe  the  results  obtained  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  time  and  energy  expended,  and  even  at 
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the   present   time,    notwithstanding   the   striking 

results  that  can  be  shown,  this  question  is  a 
mooted  one  anions;"  physicians  and  teachers. 

However,  when  we  consider  that  it  is  only  in 
the  last  decade  that  any  special  effort  has  be  1 
put  forth  to  improve  the  hearing  oi  the  deaf,  and 
that  the  work  for  many  years  obviously  had  to 
be  of  an  experimental  nature,  are  not  the  results 
which  can  now  be  shown  not  only  highly  en- 
couraging for  a  continuation  of  the  work  in  this 
direction,  but  even  a  complete  refutation  of  the 
arguments  of  the  dissenters? 

Let  us  examine  what  has  been  accomplished 
and  how  it  has  been  done. 

In  1 74 1  Bewius  recommended  the  use  of  a 
speaking  tube  as  a  means  of  improving  hearing, 
and  hard  and  Toynbee,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  achieved  some  remarkable  re- 
sults with  totally  deaf  persons  by  systematic  hear- 
ing exercises.  These  results,  however,  were 
questioned,  and  there  is  no  record  of  continued 
effort  on  their  part.  Browne  and  Keown  also  re- 
port some  interesting  cases  of  improvement  in 
hearing  due  to  the  stimulation  of  the  auditory 
nerve  by  sound.  It  remained,  however,  for  Prof. 
Victor  Urbantschitsch  of  Vienna  to  first  success- 
fully carry  out  on  a  large  scale  the  idea  of  im- 
proving and  developing  hearing  in  the  deaf  by 
methodical  hearing  exercises. 

Having  had  unexpected  success  in  1888  with 
an  apparently  totally  deaf  child,  Prof.  Ur- 
bantschitsch extended  his  work  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  deaf,  including  cases  of  deafness 
acquired  through  scarlet  fever,  typhoid,  etc.,  and 
in  1893  he  published  his  first  results  on  this 
system,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  to 
inform  the  public,  by  lectures  before  otological 
and  other  medical  societies,  of  the  progress  of 
those  under  his  instruction  and  the  methods  he 
has  employed  in  instructing  them. 

Simultaneously  with  Prof.  Urbantschitseh's 
first  experiments  on  the  hearing,  several  in- 
structors of  the  deaf  in  the  United  States  began 
work  on  almost  the  identical  principle,  I,  myself 
having  become  interested  in  working  on  the  hear- 
ing in  consequence  of  a  suggestion  received  from 
the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Sexton  and  Miss  Lillie  War- 
ren. Since  the  publication  of  Prof.  Ur- 
bantschitsch's  researches,  we  have  repeatedlj 
exchanged  views  as  to  our  methods,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  him  for  much  valuable  advice. 

I'.;  a  comparison  of  the  work  being  done  on 
a  large  scale  in  Austria,  on  a  more  moderate  scale 


111  the  United  States,  we  find  that  the  methods 
and  results  are  so  similar  that,  in  giving  the  de- 
tails of  one,  we  cover  them  both.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, give  a  sketch  of  the  work  done  with  some 
of  my  own  pupils  which  I  hope  will  lead  to  a 
better  understanding  and  the  placing  of  the 
proper  amount  of  importance  on  what  is  meant 
by  aural  gymnastics,  as  they  are  sometimes 
called,  or  methodical  hearing  exercises. 

A  boy  of  five  had  been  declared  deaf  and  sent 
to  ^ehool  to  receive  speech-training,  lip-reading, 
and  a  general  education. 

His  1  was  rapid  and  very  satisfactory 

in  these  directions,  details  of  which  are  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  paper;  it  is  necessary,  however, 
-tate  explicitly  that  I  in  no  way  substitute 
aural  instruction  for  oral  training,  but  supple- 
ment the  latter  with  the  former.  The  record 
shows  that  this  child  apparently  had  no  perception 
of  sound,  as  he  did  not  notice  the  most  intense 
noises  made  in  close  proximity  to  his  ear.  This 
seemed  almost  a  hopeless  case  as  far  as  aural 
work  was  concerned,  unless  there  existed  latent 
hearing  which  could  be  aroused.  For  this  pur- 
pose daily  ten-minute  exercises  were  given  with 
bells,  whistles,  clapping  of  hands,  and  other  loud 
noises;  these  exercises  were  given  regularly  for 
about  six  weeks  when  the  child  began  to  show 
an  interest  in  them,  turning  his  head  in  the  direc- 
tion from  whence  they  came.  Thus  the  fact  was 
established  that  some  hearing  existed,  and  with 
sound  perception  as  a  basis  the  instructor  felt 
confident  of  accomplishing  more. 

Xext  a  differentiation  of  sound  was  worked 
for,  and  this  took  a  much  shorter  period.  Dif- 
ferences in  pitch  were  recognized.  These  were 
followed  with  vowel  sounds  beginning  with  ah, 
00  and  e  spoken  directly  into  the  ear.  As  soon 
as  these  seemed  fixed  they  were  combined  with 
simple  consonants  forming  words,  as  for  in- 
stance, p-a  p-a  making  papa.  In  all  the  early 
work  the  sense  of  sight  was  allowed  to  aid  the 
hearing.  For  instance  a  bell  was  sounded  and 
the  hands  clapped  so  that  the  child  could  see 
them;  they  were  then  sounded  behind  him  and 
he  was  asked  to  distinguish  between  them.  1  he 
same  method  was  continued  with  vowel  sounds, 
syllables,  and  words. 

Tin  hearing  exercises  were  given  daily,  the 
time  being  gradually  increased  to  fifteen  minutes. 
In  about  a  year  twenty-live  words  were  learned. 
Of  course  there  were  days  when  no  progress  was 
made;  other  days,  when  the  child  seemed  totally 
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deaf  because  he  would  not  or  could  not  concen- 
trate himself  sufficiently  to  interpret  the  acoustic 
impressions  received,  However,  constant  repeti- 
tion and  patience  on  both  sides  had  the  effect  of 
greatly  reducing  these  checks  to  advancement. 

As  the  child's  hearing  vocabulary  increased  the 
work  became  easier  and  more  rapid  for  teacher 
and  pupil.  Short  sentences  were  the  next  step, 
and  to  witness  his  delight  when  he  could  finally 
hear  and  understand,  "  I  love  Papa,"  "  I  love 
Mamma,"  formed  the  true  compensation  of  his 
teacher's  patience. 

With  the  child's  progress  the  distance  in  space 
between  him  and  his  teacher  was  increased.  It 
was  also  insisted  that  the  child  take  the  new 
words  and  sentences  entirely  through  the  hearing 
unaided  by  the  sight.  Here  a  very  interesting 
phenomenon  occurred,  showing  the  difference 
between  perception  and  conception  of  sound.  I 
had  given  the  child  a  new  sentence,  "  I  have  one 
nose."  He  repeated  it  correctly,  but  when  asked 
the  meaning  of  what  he  was  saying  he  looked 
abashed,  and  after  repeating  "  I  have  one  nose," 
over  and  over  again,  he  shook  his  head.  Having 
read  the  sentence  innumerable  times  from  the  lips 
in  the  past  his  inability  to  connect  what  he  heard 
with  what  he  had  already  learned  was  very  in- 
teresting. After  numerous  repetitions  on  the 
teacher's  and  pupil's  part  he  was  permitted  to 
read  the  lips,  and  great  was  his  surprise  at  hav- 
ing heard, but  not  understood,  a  perfectly  familiar 
sentence. 

This  little  boy,  after  two  years  of  instruction, 
can  take  a  simple  story  through  his  hearing.  It 
has  called  for  great  patience  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  and  on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  but  he  has 
long  ago  begun  to  enjoy  his  lessons,  and  if  we 
consider  the  results  obtained  in  this  time,  may  we 
not  look  forward  to  a  certain  realization  of  our 
hopes  in  ten  years,  which  will  be  the  time  re- 
quired for  the  child  to  receive,  not  only  speech- 
training,  but  an  education  as  well  which  will  fit 
him  for  business  or  college.  Another  case  is 
that  of  a  boy  who  entered  school  at  the  age  of 
nine  with  a  hearing  and  speaking  vocabnlary  of 
about  thirty  words.  After  two  years  of  aural 
instruction  he  was  able  to  carry  on  a  conversation 
through  his  hearing  alone. 

Another  child  of  nine  had  so  much  hearing 
that  he  required  but  little  articulation  drill  to 
perfect  his  speech.  It  seemed,  however,  a  great 
effort  for  him  to  carry  on  a  conversation  unless 
he  saw  the  motion  of  the  lips,  thus  combining 


hearing  with  lip-reading.  After  two  years'  in- 
struction he  could  easily  converse  with  anyone, 
relying  only  on  his  hearing;  all  that  was  neces- 
sary was  a  little  extra  attention  on  his  part. 

To  cite  one  more  case,  that  of  a  very  young 
deaf  child  with  so  much  hearing  that  it  was  sur- 
prising he  had  learned  to  say  but  a  few  words 
and  those  imperfectly.  Tests  showed  that  the 
child, although  hearing  nearly  all  sounds, received 
only  an  indefinite  sound  impression  of  many  of 
them  ;  thus  he  had  formed  the  habit  of  interpret- 
ing most  of  the  breath  consonants  as  "  ch." 
After  a  few  weeks'  drill  he  began  to  distinguish 
between  the  different  consonants,  and  his  progress 
in  hearing  and  speech  was  so  rapid  that  nearly  all 
his  instruction  was  given  through  his  hearing. 

A  year  or  two  of  careful  work  with  a  case  of 
this  kind  generally  suffices  to  place  the  child  on  a 
plane  differing  but  little  from  that  of  the  normal 
child  and  enables  him  to  continue  his  studies  in  a 
school  for  the  hearing.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
there  are  many  partially  deaf  children  in  institu- 
tions for  the  deaf  who  could  be  benefited  in  this 
way. 

In  cases  where  some  hearing  exists  when  the 
child  enters  school  many  of  the  preliminary 
exercises  are  not  necessary,  but  other  points  have 
to  be  observed.  Syllabic  drills  are  important 
instead  of  word  or  sentence  exercises,  as  the  pupil 
is  very  prone  to  guess  at  a  sentence  having  un- 
derstood but  one  or  two  words. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  to  shield  the  face 
with  the  hand  in  giving  the  exercises,  or  blind- 
fold the  child,  as  all  children  with  defective  hear- 
ing are  extraordinarily  observant  and  will  look 
for  means  to  lessen  the  necessity  of  concentrated 
attention.  There  was  a  case  where  most  surpris- 
ing progress  was  noticed  in  a  single  day,  and 
suspicion  being  aroused,  it  was  found  upon  in- 
vestigation that  the  child  saw  the  reflection  of 
his  teacher  in  the  glass  of  a  picture  on  the  wall, 
and  thus,  instead  of  exercising  his  hearing  facul- 
ties, partially  read  the  lips.  In  another  instance 
a  child  saw  the  teacher's  face  reflected  in  a  highly 
polished  table  with  the  same  results. 

The  hearing  varying  in  each  instance,  the  exer- 
cises have  to  be  planned  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  pupil.  No  cut  and  dried  rules  can  be  laid 
down  as  to  which  sounds  should  be  taught  first ; 
the  teacher  must  analyze  each  case  and  use  every 
point  of  vantage.  I  consider  it  all-important 
that  exercises  should  begin  as  soon  as  defects 
of    hearing    are    noticed.       Most    of    Prof.    Ur- 
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bantschitsch's  pupils  have  been  above  the  age  of 
six.  The  reason  for  this  probably  is  that  in 
foreign  countries  very  few  deaf  children  receive 
any  instruction  before  the  age  of  six.  1,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  taken  a  child  as  young  as  three, 
and  the  progress  has  been  as  rapid  as  with  older 
children,  which  means  that  three  years  of 
deterioration  of  the  aural  functions  have  been 
saved.  If  parent-  should  continue  to  speak  into 
the  child's  ear  after  they  have  learned  that  it  is 
hard  of  hearing,  many  months  of  labor  would  be 
spared  to  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

It  is  an  important  and  interesting  fact  that  the 
hearing  exercises  can  be  beneficially  used  with 
cases  of  acquired  deafness  and  with  adults  as 
well  as  children.  Dr.  Urbantschitsch  reports 
remarkable  success  with  such  cases,  the  ages  of 
his  pupils  varying  from  eight  to  thirty.  Dr.  .Max 
Goldstein  of  St.  Louis  also  gives  some  interest- 
ing data  of  his  work,  many  of  his  cases  being 
above  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Various  devices  have  been  invented  from  time 
to  time  to  aid  the  hearing,  and  at  the  present  time 
there  are  several  instruments  to  be  had  which, 
if  perfected,  would  be  of  great  assistance  in  large 
institutions  where  classes  are  large  and  time  is 
limited.  The  value  of  these  instruments  as 
against  the  voice  direct  into  the  ear  has  still  to 
be  determined.  They  have  certainly  been  of 
value  in  calling  the  attention  of  instructors  of  the 
deaf  to  the  number  of  semi-deaf  pupils  in  their 
institutions  who  could  be  benefited  by  hearing 
exercises  properly  applied. 

And  now,  to  return  to  my  original  question,  is 
the  time — that  is  the  cost — expended  in  develop- 
ing hearing,  warranted?  Many  of  my  readers 
may  consider  the  question  largely  answered  by 
the  foregoing;  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  even  a  small 
amount  of  hearing. 

A  child  who  has  developed  only  a  perception  of 
sound  diffcr.s  in  its  mentality  from  one  who  has 
no  idea  what  hearing  is.  How  much  greater 
must  be  the  intellectual  difference  where  word 
and  sentence  hearing  have  been  reached.  Should 
the  child  progress  no  further  than  the  bean; 

irt  sentences,  his  attitude  towards  the  world 
must  be  different  from  that  of  the  totally  deaf 
child.  "  I  can  hear,"  "  I  am  not  deaf,"  has  been 
the  proud  remark  of  many  of  my  little  ch. 
who  had  been  rescued  from  absolute  hearing 
oblivion.  .Again  the  improvement  in  hearing 
exerts   its   most   direct    influence   on   articulation 


n  the  voice.  Articulative  errors  are  more 
rapidly  overcome.  The  harshness  of  voice  com- 
monly found  in  the  deaf  can  he  materially  im- 
proved and  speech  made  more  natural  by  the 
proper  accentuation  of  syllables. 

(  In  the  other  hand,  where  considerable  hearing 
exists  this  must  be  constantly  exercised  to  main- 
tain its  highest  efficiency,  otherwise  it  will  greatly 
deteriorate  until  quite  useless  for  intercourse 
with  the  world. 

Teachers  of  the  deaf  are  striving  to  make  the 
deaf  as  much  as  possible  like  the  hearing,  in 
speech,  in  education  and  environment.  Then 
why  should  the  factor,  which  more  than  anything 
else  would  conduce  to  diminish  the  difference 
between  the  deaf  and  the  hearing,  be  neglected 
or  receive  but  an  insignificant  place  in  the  school 
curriculum  ? 

For  the  same  reason  that  we  have  amended 
the  Spartan  laws  and.  instead  of  destroying  our 
deficient  children,  give  them  the  very  b< 
enlightened  age  has  provided  for  the  amelioration 
of  their  earthly  lot,  I  say,  for  the  same  reason 
should  the  medical  man  consider  it  his  duty  and 
right  to  indorse  and  proclaim  to  the  world  this 
advance, so  that  parents  would  insist  on  obtaining 
for  their  helpless  little  ones  all  the  benefits  that 
science  has  put  at  their  disposal,  by  including  in 
their  child's  instruction  a  careful  development  of 
the  hearing. 

534  West  [87th  Sticet,  New  York. 


— The  threatened  conferring  upon  our  efficient 
and   popular   Secretary  of   State.  John    Hay, 
the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  by  the  Republic 
of   France,  reminds  us  of  that   sickish  display  of 
gew-gaws  and  medals  and  cords  and  acorns  and 
buttons  and  chevrons  and  fifty  other  little  things 
which   cover   the   anterior   aspect   of   the   modern 
warrior's  breast.     Even  the  State  militia  officers, 
whose  commands  take  out  their  principal  military 
service  in  balls  and  picnics  and  an  annual  camp- 
ing outfit,  are  all  bedizened  and  behung  with  these 
cords  and  ropes  and  stars.    We  are  not  greatly  sur- 
prised to  see  a  lion-tamer  at  $6  a  week  and  found, 
wearing  a  strip  of  medals  across  bis  manly  !>■  - 
But   when   it   comes   to  honorable  statesmen,  and 
diplomats,   and  truly-for-sure   soldiers   hung   ill 
over  with  cheap  medals  then  we  feel  that  it  must 
require   these   cheap   medals   and    decorations 
distinguish  them   from  flu    common  herd.      I  lick- 
ens  and  Gladstone  had  no  use  for  such  petty  wall- 
paper decorations. 
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The  Medical  Library 


By  O   B  SERVER 


Les    Maladies 
de    I'Estomac. 

The  first  thing-  that  strikes  the  intending 
reader  of  Professor  Robin's  volume  on  Diseases 
of  the  Stomach  is  its  enormous  size.  It  consists 
of  over  i  ioo  large  octavo  pages,  and  may  deter 
all  but  the  most  industrious.  It  is  made  up  of 
five  parts.  In  the  first  we  notice  that  while  the 
author  gives  a  fairly  full  acount  of  modern  meth- 
ods for  examining  the  stomach  he  entertains  by 
no  means  an  exaggerated  opinion  of  their  value. 
He  states,  for  example,  that  the  chemical  exam- 
ination of  the  stomach  is  useful  as  a  means  of 
study,  and  in  exceptional  circumstances  for  diag- 
nosis, in  which  opinion  we  entirely  agree  with 
him.  But  his  method  of  examination  might  be 
more  exact :  for  example,  few  modern  authorities 
on  the  stomach  will  agree  with  him  in  attributing 
so  much  value  to  clapoto^c  as  an  index  of  motor 
-defect,  and  we  hold  that  his  defective  procedure 
is  entirely  accountable  for  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tains of  the  rarity  of  dilated  stomach. 

His  views  of  dyspepsia  are  that  it  consists  of 
two  types,  which  he  calls  hypergenetic  and  hypo- 
genetic  respectively.  In  the  former  secretion  and 
motion  are  in  excess  ;  in  the  latter  both  are  de- 
fective. He  believes  that  the  former  is  the  most 
common  form  and  that  its  results  are  success- 
ively, hyperchlorhydria,  pyloric  spasm,  perma- 
nent pyloric  obstruction  with  dilatation,  and  in 
certain  cases  ulcer.  The  hypogenetic  form,  on 
the  other  hand,  develops  gastritis,  achylia  gas- 
trica,  and  atonic  dilatation.  We  understand  the 
author  to  contend  that  these  conditions  are  never 
dissociated ;  increased  secretion  always  goes  with 
excessive  muscular  activity,  diminished  muscular 
activity  with  decreased  secretion,  and  therefore 
he  objects  to  such  clinical  names  as  hyperchlor- 
hydria and  achylia  gastrica  because  they  describe 
only  a  symptom  or  a  part  of  the  disease. 

The  author  believes  in  pyloric  spasm  as  a  func- 
tional condition  causing  obstruction  which  may 
be  relieved  by  medical  means,  the  chief  of  these 
being  absolute  milk  diet.  He  has  a  very  copious 
collection  of  drugs,  such  as  atropine,  cannabis 
indica,  and  veratrum  viride.  as  stomach  sedatives. 

We  are  inclined  to  consider  the  whole  of  this 
teaching  respecting  dyspepsia  as  too  theoretical ; 
it  looks  too  much  like  an  attempt  to  fit  the  facts 
into  certain  neat  pigeon-hole  arrangements ;  and 
when  we  come  to  treatment  there  is  the  same  dis- 
position to  put  forward  a  plausible  "  rational  " 
plan  based  on  theory  rather  than  to  give  the  re- 


sults of  experience.  It  is  true  that  so  much  is 
included  that  it  is  hard  to  say  that  anything  in* 
portant  is  omitted,  but  it  is  side  by  side  with 
much  of  doubtful  value,  and  the  good  is  not  dis- 
tinguished from  the  bad.  M.  Robin  recommends 
pepsin  as  an  aid  to  digestion,  apparently  mainly 
on  the  ground  that  a  considerable  amount  of  pep- 
sin can  be  found  in  the  urine  in  certain  cases  of 
dyspepsia.  He  certainly  states  the  fact  that  pep- 
sin can  only  act  in  the  presence  of  hydrochloric 
acid,  and  when  arguing  against  the  use  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  he  urges  that  in  order  to  supply  suffi- 
cient to  favor  peptic  digestion  an  impossible 
quantity  would  be  required ;  moreover,  he  shows 
elsewhere  that  he  is  fully  aware  that  pepsin  is 
rarely  absent  from  the  stomach,  and  that  when 
absent  hydrochloric  acid  is  also  deficient :  yet  in 
spite  of  these  considerations  he  recommends  it  as 
a  remedy,  although  he  does  so  in  a  different  part 
of  the  book  from  that  in  which  he  objects  to  the 
use  of  hydrochloric  acid  on  the  grounds  given 
above.  Moreover,  while  disapproving  the  use  of 
hydrochloric  acid  he  recommends  sulphuric  acid 
to  be  taken  in  precisely  the  same  manner  and  sup- 
ports this  practice  by  purely  empirical  considera- 
tions. , 

In  discussing  the  dyspepsia  of  phthisis  he  ar- 
gues that  infection  by  tubercle  is  often  due  to  the 
diminished  hydrochloric  acid  in  the  gastric  juice, 
tubercle  bacilli  accidentally  swallowed  not  being 
destroyed,  but  later  on  he  quotes  the  work  of  his 
pupil,  du  Pasquier,  who  showed  that  in  the  early 
stage  of  phthisis  69  per  cent,  have  excess  of  hy- 
drochloric acid,  19  per  cent,  deficiency,  and  12 
per  cent,  the  normal  amount.  These  examples 
illustrate  the  way  which  M.  Robin  uses  or  ignores 
facts  according  to  the  conclusions  he  desires  to 
draw  at  the  moment. 

The  section  on  gaseous  fermentation  has  a 
great  deal  in  it  with  which  we  agree  and  which 
should  be  better  known.  In  the  first  place,  he 
does  not  consider  fermentation  to  be  so  common 
or  so  important  as  is  often  supposed.  Gas  in  the 
stomach  is  for  the  most  part  air  swallowed  with 
the  food.  This  is  shown  by  the  rapidity  with 
which  it  is  developed  after  eating,  and  the  nature 
of  the  gas  in  many  examples  that  have  been  ex- 
amined chemically.  Lactic  acid  fermentation  is 
undoubtedly  common  ;  in  fact,  this  acid  is  so  com- 
mon that  it  was  for  a  long  time  supposed  to  be 
physiologically  present,  but  it  does  not  form  gas. 
There  is  some  confusion  in  the  author's  mind 
when  he  speaks  of  fermentation  in  the  stomach 
as  the  cause  of  foul  breath,  for  he  admits  that  the 
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eructated  gases  do  not,  as  a  rule,  have  a  bad  odor, 
and  in  another  place  he  shows  that  he  is  quite 
well  aware  that  the  cause  of  foul  breath  is  buccal 
fetidity. 

(  iver  ami  over  again  he  repeats  the  assertion 
that  small  quantities  of  alkalies  stimulate  tin  ■. 
trie  secretion,  although  he  adduces  no  fresh  evi- 
dence, and  the  well-known  experiments  of  Paw- 
low  prove  the  contrary.  This  view  leads  him  to 
express  unusual  opinions  as  to  the  use  of  mineral 
waters;  small  doses  of  Vichy  water  are.  in  his 
opinion,  contraindicated  in  eases  of  excessive  se- 
cretion of  gastric  juice,  while  they  may  be  useful 
where  this  secretion  is  defective.  lie  seems 
think  all  cases  of  chronic  gastritis  smoke  or  drink 
to  excess,  which  is  neither  charitable  nor  true. 

His  view  of  the  of  gastric  ulcer  is  (  1) 

excessive  secretion  of  gastric  juice  (2)  gastritis 
acida,  and  (3)  an  occasioning  cause  which  per- 
mits the  already  weakened  mucous  membrane  to 
be  attacked  by  the  hyperacid  and  hyperpeptic 
juice.  But  latent  ulcer  of  the  stomach  is  more 
frequent  than  the  author  admits  and  occurs  in 
persons  who  have  not  suffered  from  any  stomach 
trouble  such  as  the  above  suggested  series  of 
events  would  imply.  In  the  treatment  of  gastric 
ulcer  he  speaks  highly  of  the  "  absolute  rest  " 
method  by  which  he  means  the  plan  by  which  the 
patient  is  fed  exclusively  by  the  bowel,  the  stom- 
ach meanwhile  being-  kept  entirely  empty,  but  he 
is  at  first  vague  as  to  its  duration  and  ultimateh 
states  the  average  time  for  which  it  is  possible  to 
maintain  the  treatment  as  nine  days,  too  short  a 
period  if  it  is  intended  to  keep  the  stomach  empty 
until  the  ulcer  is  completely  healed  and  too  long 
if,  as  we  think  can  be  abundantly  shown,  suitable 
food  taken  by  the  stomach  only  does  harm  when 
taken  within  forty-eight  hours  of  an  attack  of 
hemorrhage,  and  recovery  depends  upon  improv- 
ing the  patient's  nutrition.     He  admits  that  dur- 

rectal  feeding  the  patient  invariably  loses 
weight.     Hyperchlorhydria  plays  a  very   exten- 

part  in  the  author's  pathology,  for  example, 
to  it  he  attributes  mucous  colitis,  appendicitis, 
chronic  constipation,  and  dipsomania! 

Diseases    of    the    Anus, 
Rectum,    and    Pelvic    Colon. 

Professor  Tuttle,  of  the  Xew  York  Polyclinic. 
written  on  this  subject.  In  a  long  descrip- 
tion  of  the  different  methods  of  treating  internal 
hemorrhoids,  the  author  deprecates  a  systematic 
rejection  of  simple  palliative  measures,  which 
often  afford  as  much  relief  as  the  patient  n<  1 
and,  in  early  stages  of  the  affection,  frequently 
result  in  permanent  cure.  In  the  discussion  of 
the  many  different  forms  of  operative  treatment 
there  is  no  exclusive  advocacy  of  any  single 
method.  Whilst  not  opposed  to  the  use  of  the 
ligature,  so  much  favored  by  many,  and  regard- 
ing this  as  probably  the  safest  method  in  certain 
cases,  Dr.  Tuttle.  in  considering  the  claims  of  the 
"clamp  and  cautery"  treatment,  holds  that  this 


plan,  on  account  of  its  applicability  to  all  kinds 
of  internal  pile,  the  ease  and  celerity  with  which 
it   can   he   used,   and    its    uniformly    l  nits, 

easily  stands  first  among  tin-  operations  for  this 
affection.  Tin-  chapter  on  the  different  methods 
of  removal  of  rectal  cancer  is  instructive.  Dr. 
Tuttle  recommends  wide  extirpation  of  all  malig- 
nant growths  when  such  treatment  is  feasible. 
Man)  surgeons  will  probably  question  his  conclu- 
sion that  in  the  treatment  of  inoperable  case-,  just 
as  much  comfort  and  prolongation  of  life 
obtained  by  ordinary  palliative  method-  as  by  the 
performance  of  colotomy.  Dr.  Tuttle  describes 
of  artificial  feeding  by  the  lower  part 
of  the  intestinal  tract.  Acknowledging  that  rectal 
alimentation  is  seldom  required  in  the  treatment 
of  the  affections  specially  dealt  with  in  these 
pages,  In-  thinks  it  justifiable  to  give  a  brief  de- 
scription of  the  formula.1  and  means  of  carrying 
out  of  intestinal  feeding,  and  expresses  great 
faith  m  their  efficacy  if  properly  applied.  Twenty 
days,  he  thinks,  will  probably  cover  the  average 
period  in  which  external  rectal  alimentation  may 
be  successfully  administered. 

Recherches    Anthropometriques    sur    la 
Croissance    des    Diverses    Parties    du    Corps. 

Dr.  Paul  Godin's  anthropometrical  researches 
on  the  increase  of  the  various  parts  of  the  body 
have  been  made  upon  a  series  of  100  individuals, 
between  the  ages  of  13  1-2  and  17  1-2  years,  who 
were  under  his  direct  observation  in  one  of  the 
preparatory  military  schools  of  France.  They 
were  examined  at  regular  intervals  of  six  months, 
and  the  measurements  taken  are  most  detailed 
and  precise,  all  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs  being 
investigated  with  regard  to  length,  diameter,  and 
circumference.  Thirty-six  thousand  measure- 
ments in  all  were  made.  and.  in  his  monograph, 
Dr.  Godin  expresses  the  results  obtained,  in  nu- 
merous tables,  in  the  form  of  averages  of  100 
individuals.  The  work  has  obviously  been  done 
with  extreme  care,  and  forms  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  knowledge  of  developmental  processes.  It 
is  all  the  more  valuable  in  that  it  helps  to  fill  a 
vacant  space,  observations  on  development  hav- 
ing been  largely  confined,  hitherto,  more  to  pre- 
natal than  to  post-natal  phenomena,  although  it 
1-  quite  obvious  that,  from  a  practical  point  of 
view,  the  latter  are  equally  important  and  much 
more  amenable  to  control. 

The  analysis  of  the  measurements  discloses 
many  interesting  points,  but  as  Dr.  Godin's  ob- 
servations are  confined  to  individuals  of  French 
nationality,  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the  con- 
clusions formed  may  eventually  he  modified  by 
further  series  of  observations  made  in  other  coun- 
tries. Nevertheless,  as  they  stand,  they  are  well 
worthy  tin-  earful  study  of  those  who  are  con- 
cerned with  the  supervision  of  adolesc 
they  show  that  there  are  certain  proportional 
relations  between  different  parts  of  the  body,  at 
yearly  and  half-yearly  periods,  which  should  ap- 
parently be  maintained  in  healthy  individuals. 
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From  a  general  point  of  view  some  of  the  most 
interesting  conclusions  deduced  from  the  meas- 
urement of  the  limbs,  are  that  the  length  increase 
of  the  long  bones  of  the  extremities  proceeds  by 
a  series  of  periods  of  activity  and  repose,  which 
succeeded  each  other  with  regularity  and  are  al- 
ternated for  adjacent  bones,  the  bone  of  the  arm 
being  in  repose,  whilst  the  bones  of  the  forearm 
are  in  a  state  of  activity.  It  appears  further  that 
the  period  of  repose  of  growth  in  length  is  util- 
ized for  increase  in  diameter,  the  elongation  and 
thickening  of  the  long  bones  of  the  extremities 
occurring  alternately  and  not  simultaneously. 

These  are  discoveries  which  expand  our  knowl- 
edge, but  Dr.  Godin's  assertion  that  the  acromion 
is  at  a  lower  level  than  the  upper  margin  of  the 
sternum  is  in  direct  contradiction  of  general  be- 
lief, nevertheless,  the  statement  is  fully  substan- 
tiated by  the  measurements.  The  observations 
on  the  increase  of  the  subumbilical  height  not 
only  supports  previous  investigations  but  also 
show  that  the  increase  is  relatively  most  rapid 
between  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  years.  The 
period  of  puberty,  according  to  Dr.  Godin,  is 
more  especially  the  sixteenth  year,  but  it  extends 
into  the  preceding  and  succeeding  year  and  a 
half,  and  in  this  period  that  the  increase  of  the 
body  is  mainly  muscular,  whilst  in  the  earlier 
years  the  osseous  increase  preponderates. 

Die    traumatlsche 
Spaetapoplexie. 

Professor  Robert  Langerhans  has  contributed 
a  monograph  on  traumatic  late  apoplexy,  which 
will  help  to  bring  the  subject  of  cerebral  con- 
cussion from  under  the  almost  sole  domain  of 
surgery  into  the  sphere  of  the  physician,  and  at 
the  same  time  will  tend  to  disentangle  the  clinical 
condition  of  traumatic  neurasthenia  from  the 
group  of  so-called  functional  diseases. 

The  old  view  that  the  symptom-complex  of 
concussion  of  the  brain  depended  on  a  commotio 
cerebri  of  molecular  nature  whereby  the  nerve 
structures  underwent  a  vibration  that  put  them 
functionally  out  of  gear,  as,  for  instance,  a 
permanent  magnet  may  be  partially  demag- 
netized by  a  severe  blow,  is  being  steadily  dis- 
credited ( for  many  cases  at  least )  in  favor  of  the 
view  that  vascular  lesions  are  usually  produced, 
not  only  in  petechial  hemorrhages  in  the  region 
of  the  ventricles,  as  shown  experimentally  by 
Duret  and  attributed  by  him  to  the  distention 
produced  by  waves  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid, 
but  also  hemorrhages  into  the  substance  of  the 
brain. 

Dr.  Langerhans  makes  a  powerful  contribution 
to  the  latter  argument,  and  relates  and  comments 
on  some  twenty-eight  recorded  cases.  What  he 
argues  for  and  comes  little,  if  at  all,  short  of 
establishing  is  that  after  injuries  to  the  brain 
the  usual  sequence  of  events  is :  ( i )  The  trau- 
matic lesion,  in  his  opinion,  as  we  gather,  of  the 
nature  of  a  bruise;  (2)  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours  the   formation   of  areas   of  necrotic   soft- 


ening; (3)  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  changes 
in  the  vessels  of  the  part  leading  by  the  end  of  a 
week  to  (4)  an  actual  hemorrhage  with  its  pres- 
sure changes  and  the  phenomenon  of  "  late 
apoplexy." 

Die  Vererbung 
der      Syphilis. 

Like  a  good  many  other  observers,  Dr.  Mat- 
zenauer  is  not  satisfied  that  some  of  the  accepted 
views  with  regard  to  syphilis  are  above  criticism. 
He  has  therefore  tackled  the  whole  subject  of  its 
heredity  anew,  and  his  industry  and  skepticism 
have  resulted  in  the  volume  before  us.  The  task 
is  not  an  easy  one,  especially  as  the  author  op- 
poses stereotyped  notions.  He  deals  first  with 
the  present  position  of  matters,  and  then  takes  up 
heredity  from  the  maternal  and  the  paternal  side, 
with  exhaustive  details  as  to  the  part  played  by 
the  placenta,  choc  en  retour  immunity,  and  so 
forth. 

Some  of  his  conclusions  may  be  mentioned : 
(,)  There  is  no  exception  to  Colles's  law;  (2) 
Profeta's  so-called  law  is  no  law  at  all;  and  (3) 
true  heredity  of  syphilis  by  way  of  ovum  or 
spermatozoon  is  not  proven. 

As  to  the  first,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
instances  of  exceptions  to  Colles's  law  break 
down  on  sifting  the  evidence.  From  time  to  time 
one  sees  infantile-acquired  syphilis  mistaken  for 
congenital  syphilis,  as  appears  to  have  been  the 
case  in  the  instance  recorded  by  Dr.  Coutts.  In 
another  instance  pemphigus  neonatorum  was 
taken  for  a  bullous  syphilide — a  not  uncommon 
mistake  even  now. 

With  regard  to  Profeta's  so-called  law  and 
immunity,  he  maintains  there  can  be  no  syphilis 
01  the  child  without  syphilis  of  the  mother.  The 
well-known  objection  to  this,  that  mothers  of 
congenital  syphilitics  may  be  to  all  appearances 
quite  healthy,  does  not  go  for  much  when  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  the  diagnosis  of  tertiary 
syphilis  in  women  must  frequently  be  made  on 
objective  signs  alone,  and  in  the  face  of  a  nega- 
tive history. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favor  of  Dr.  Mat- 
zenauer's  attitude,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  the  necessity  of  a  revision  of  the  subject  in  the 
light  of  recent  work  on  immunity.  In  any  c;  - 
Dr.  Matzenauer's  industry  and  pluck  are  much 
to  be  commended.  Before  concluding  it  may  be 
remarked  that  the  term  congenital  syphilis  is  ap- 
parently more  in  accordance  with  the  actual  facts 
than  the  appellation  hereditary  syphilis. 

— The  cheerful  Associated  Press  idiot  at  N.  F. 
telegraphed  the  names  of  Clevelanders  in  attend- 
ance. And  yet  we  thought  we,  too,  were  there. 
Must  have  been  a  mistake. 

— We  saw  Wood  one  night  when  his  wife 
wasn't  along.     But  we  can't  recall  where. 

— Fine    meeting,    much    enthusiasm,    elect 
tame.  Bureaus  well  filled,  Chicago  next  year. 
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The  Institute  at  Xiagara  Falls. 

The  meeting  oi  the  Institute  at  Niagara  Falls 
was  not  as  great  a  success  as  to  numbers  as  at 
Cleveland,  but  it  held   its  own  in   the  matte-, 
personal   and   individual   enthusiasm.      Here   and 
there    in    the    sections    could    be    beard    intense, 
white-heated    discussions    on    familiar    subjects, 
notably  that  in  the  Materia   Medica  sections  and 
also  in  the  Bureau  of  Homeopathy,  where  the  dis- 
cussions took  on  the  nature  oi  scholarly  disquisi- 
tions and  philosophical  essays  on  potencies,  dy- 
namizations,  dilutions,  ions,  and  the  like.     In  the 
regular  sections  of  the  Institute  there  was  abun- 
dance of  time  and  opportunity  given  for  handling 
the   specialty   topics  of  those   departments   to   a 
dead   finish.      Yet  in   a   general    way   there    was 
nothing  done  at  Niagara  Falls  to  have  caused    i 
man  to  sorrow  as  one  without  hope  because   he 
had  been  detained  at  home  with  that   perennial 
obstetric  case,  or  for  some  other  good  and  suffi- 
cient reason.     The  business  meetings  each  morn- 
ing went  off  with  fine  spirit  and  success  under  the 
careful  sway  of  President  Sutherland:  still  even 
here  there  was  nothing  to  warm  up  the  cockles 
of  one's  heart  unless  it  might  have  been  caused 
by  some  of  t!-<-  proposed  amendments  as  last  "ear 
submitted;  the  several  eloquent  speeches  of   Ben 
Bailey;  or  the  exceeding  heartiness  of-  the  vote 
which   voted   down    the    proposition    to   give   the 
Executive   Committee  or  any  other  committee  a 
free  hand  to  change  the  place  of  meeting,  as  well 
as  the  date  of  the  next  Institute  in  the  event  the 
next   International  Homeopathic  Congress  came 
to    this    country    in    1905.      What    sort    of    vote 
would    have    been    bad    if   a    proposition    to    use 
5tal  cards   for  any    Institute  purpose  had   been 
proposed,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture.     The 
number  of  new  applications  did  not  strike  anyone 
as  being  verv  great.     The  hotel  accommodations, 
barring  the    usual    few   exceptions,    were    fair  at 
the   price   asked   of   the   visitors;   especially    was 
this    true    of    those    who    roomed    in    the    Inter- 
national-end    of     the     hotel;     the     Cataract-end 
was    notably    a    shiftless    affair;    the    office    ser- 
vice    being    rank.       It     was     very     much     of     1 
nuisance,    too,    to    require    the    guests    of    both 
hotels  to  eat  in  the  dining  room  of  the  one  I 
where  there   was  hardly  room   to  turn   about   in 
and  whee  the  waiter-service  was  of  an  inferior 
order.     The  food,  however,  was  well  cooked  and 
well  served  and  the  absence  of  finger-bowls 
so  marked.     The  weather  of  the  week  was  not 
half  bad.  for  while  there  were  many  flurries  of 
rain,   still  the  bright   sunshiny   days  were  in  the 
majoritv.     There  was   abundance   of   hall    room 
for  all  the  sections,  and  to  spare — although  one 


committee  had   to.  meet   on  a  hack  porch.     The 
election   went   off   rather  tamely,  there  being  hut 
one    presidential    candidate — Dr.    Royal    of    Des 
Moines — a  most  excellent  choice;  there  was  a  tri- 
lling competition  in  the  vice-presidencies;  while 
the  real  brunt  of  the  battle  expended  itself,  as  for- 
merly, upon  the  secretaryship.     In  this  latter  in- 
stance  there   was   a   queer   mistake   made   in   that 
a  number  of  persons  voted  for  Ben  Bailey  instead 
of   \.  W.  Baily  for  secretary.     However,  GatcheTi 
recaptured    the   plum.      The    press    reports    were 
spicuous  for  their  absence.     There  was  much 
growling  and  dissatisfaction  because  of  this,  hut 
no    blame   could    attach    to    the    press    committee, 
since  they  had  done  all  they  could  do  in  furnish- 
ing copy  to  the  Associated   I'ress  and  to  the  Buf- 
falo press.     These  organizations,   however,   not- 
withstanding their  former  promises  of  space,  had 
no  room  fur  medical  meetings  while  the  Republi- 
can Convention  was  sitting  in  Chicago  and  send- 
ing out  columns  upon  columns  of  political  news. 
It   is   far  more   important   that   even    little  milk- 
:  in  the  Cnited  States  shall  know  what  the 
Republican  politicians  are  doing  to  save  the  coun- 
try from  the   Democratic  party  than  it  is  for  the 
people  to  know  what  the  medical  men  are  doing 
to    abridge    suffering   and    lengthen    human    life. 
The   entertainment  part  of  the  meeting,   barring 
a   few    exceptional   cases   of  hoggishness  on   the 
part  of  some  who  wore  visitors'  badges,  and  ex- 
hibitors'   badges,    was   quite    successfully    carried 
out.      One   of   the   crass   blunders   of   the    session 
was  the  attempt   of  a   Senate  of   Seniors'   Com- 
mittee to  discipline  the  homeopathic  press.     This 
grew  out   of  the  Shredded   Wheat  episode,   with 
which  our  readers  are  familiar.     It  seems  that  the 
Local   Committee   of   Arrangements   presented   a 
private  grievance   to  the   Senate  of  Seniors  to  be 
acted  on  sub-silentio.  alleging  that  they  had  been 
hurt  in  their  i  other  things  by  the 

journalistic  accusation  that  the  Shredded  Wheat 
pie  had  had  lobbyists  at  Boston  last  year  to 
influence  the  Institute  in  coming  to  Niagara  Falls 
this  year.  And  the  Senate  of  Seniors 
dear,  kind-hearted  souls  that  they  are.  undertook 
to  rectify  this  grievance,  which  had  no  e:  - 
in  fact,  so  far  as  the  Local  Committee  was  con- 
cerned, by  calling  on  the  editors  of  the  North 
American  Journal,  and  the  .Medical  Century,  for 
the  authority  of  the  articles  published  in  their 
several  journals.  Dr.  Dewey  was  the  only  editor, 
however,  who  appeared  before  this  committee, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  inquisition  the  inquisit 
was  declared  closed;  so  that  even  when  Dr.  Por- 
ter arrived  with  his  coat-pockets  bulging  full  of 
affidavits  ready  and  anxious  to  be  examined,  he 
was  met  with  the  icy-stare  and  informed  that  the 
incident   was  closed!     Whv  it  was  that   we  were 
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not  called,  seeing  that  we  were  most  guilty,  for  it 
was  we  who  struck  the  fatal  blow  in  the  matter 
of  this  publication,  we  do  not  know.  But  if  the 
American  Institute  ever  attempts  to  set  itself  up 
as  a  war  censor  of  the  homeopathic  journals  it 
will  find  that  it  has  bit  off  more  than  it  can  swal- 
low. It  is  in  line  with  this  last  item  to  say  that 
one  of  the  exhibitors  who  arrived  early  upon  the 
scene,  while  unboxing  his  boxes  was  asked  by 
the  porters  and  boys  why  he  was  unboxing  his 
exhibits  in  the  hotel,  since,  as  the  hotel  personnel 
understood,  the  exhibits  and  many  of  the  meet- 
ings were  to  be  exhibited  or  held  in  the  building 
of  the  Shredded  Wheat  company!  A  queer  un- 
certainty arose  in  regard  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  International  Homeopathic  Congress ;  our 
own  impression  from  conversing  with  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  French  doctors  at  Paris  in  1900  being 
that  the  next  meeting  would  be  in  the  United 
States  in  1905,  and  requesting  the  Americans  to 
arrange  for  a  later  meeting  of  the  Institute  than 
June,  and,  if  possible,  to  meet  on  the  Atlantic 
coast.  Dr.  McClelland  said  it  was  he  who  made 
the  motion  at  the  Paris  meeting  to  come  to 
America  in  1906  and  that  motion  prevailed.  Still 
the  Institute  was  not  satisfied,  and  so  appointed 
two  committees,  one  in  the  event  of  the  meeting 
being  in  1905,  and  the  other  to  arrange  for  the 
Congress  if  it  should  be  in  1906.  The  vaude- 
ville performance  on  one  evening  of  the  week 
was  very  creditable,  especially  where  DeWitty 
Wilcox  monologued  the  gathered  physicians  with 
bright  and  apposite  little  quips  and  stories.  The 
ball  would  have  been  better  if  there  had  not  been 
so  many  strangers  present  and  so  many  Insti- 
tutes absent.  Here  it  was  found  that  the  visit- 
ors' badge  was  an  interchangeable  commodity. 
Nothing  sweeter  could  have  been  devised  or  car- 
ried into  execution  than  the  Memorial  Exercises 
under  Drs.  Hinsdale  and  Custis.  The  tributes 
to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  were  without  ex- 
ception classic  and  beautiful ;  but  surely  the  me- 
morial words  of  T.  Franklin  Smith  to  the  great- 
hearted and  always  lovable  Theodore  Y.  Kinne, 
and  the  In  Memoriam  tribute  of  Charles  Gatcheil 
were  beautiful  in  every  sense  of  the  word  and 
did  most  ample  justice  to  those  for  whom  they 
spoke.  A  number  of  amendments  have  gone  into 
the  hopper  for  next  year,  notably  one  affecting 
the  secretary's  salary,  and  another  which  seems 
to  be  pointing  to  the  publication  of  the  Transac- 
tions in  journal  form.  The  Institute  will  meet 
in  Chicago  next  year — whether  there  be  a  strike 
on  or  not — and  if  the  International  Homeopathic 
Congress  comes  at  the  same  time,  and  the  150th 
anniversary  of  Hahnemann's  birthday  is  there 
celebrated,  then  truly  there  will  be  no  dearth  of 
incident  to  keep  both  foreigner  and  American 
busy  and  interested.  To  an  old  attendant  upon 
the  Institute  the  absence  of  so  many  of  the  older 
members,  and  the  loss  produced  by  death,  is  a  sad 
spectacle.  The  Institute  seems  hardly  in  exist- 
without  Runnels,  Peck,  Leavitt,  Comstock, 
Campbell,    Van    Lennep,    Van     Baun,     Bartlett. 


Pemberton  Dudley,  and  others.  But  Walton  was 
there  with  his  red  necktie,  and  Beckwith  with  his 
"  plug  "  hat.  and  the  bride  was  sweet  and  gra- 
cious. 

♦      • 

The  Late  Cleveland  harmony  Incident. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  item  must  be  in- 
troduced to  our  expectant  homeopathic  readers 
as  a  "  late  "  attempt  at  harmony ;  but,  unhappily, 
the  widely  advertised  effort  seems  to  have  been 
an  incident  to  amuse  a  few  people,  apparently  to 
throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  some  others,  the  while 
making  some  occult  point  at  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homeopathy,  and  then  return  to  the  good, 
old  and  well-beaten  path  through  the  fifty-year- 
old  college  "woods.  But  let  the  facts  speak  for 
themselves. 

Dr.  Biggar,  notwithstanding  much  ridicule  of 
himself  and  persistent  misconstruction  and  belit- 
tlement  of  his  former  efforts  to  rehabilitate  his 
alma  mater,  knowing,  as  most  of  us  do,  that  there 
had  been  a  great  falling  off  not  only  in  the  num- 
ber of  students  in  the  local  college,  but  also  a  loss 
of  enthusiasm  for  the  Cause  of  Homeopathy  it- 
self, took  the  initiative  latterly  by  calling  upon 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  order 
to  discuss  a  proposition  for  harmonizing  the  local 
profession  and  improving  the  government  of  the 
college. 

As  a  result  of  this  conference  Dr.  Biggar 
wrote  and  mailed  the  following  letter,  under  date 
of  June  3d,  to  Dean  G.  J.  Jones : 

"  Dear  Doctor  : — In  behalf  of  prominent 
graduates  and  others  interested  in  the  success  of 
homeopathy,  I  have  been  requested  to  appeal  to 
the  government  of  the  college  for  such  changes 
in  the  management  as  will  secure  greater  har- 
mony in  the  profession  of  this  city  and  vicinity, 
and  also  advance  the  interests  of  the  college.  I  have 
heretofore  hesitated  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  those  urging  this  matter,  but  their  importun- 
ings  have  been  so  pressing  that  I  cannot  longer 
delay  to  present  the  matter  to  the  faculty,  without 
subjecting  myself  to  just  criticism  and  censure. 
If  friends  of  the  college  are  convinced  that  my 
experience  and  influence  will  assist  in  advancing 
the  cause  of  homeopathy  in  this  city  and  vicinity 
then  I  should  no  longer  refuse  to  listen  to  their 
solicitations,  but  be  willing  to  do  my  duty  to  the 
profession  (providing  that  it  is  not  expected  that 
I  would  again  be  associated  in  a  professorial  or 
official  position)  by  complying  with  their  request 
and  tender  my  services  whether  they  are  accepted 
or  rejected.  A  plan  has  already  been  proposed 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
harmonizing  the  profession  and  the  betterment 
of  the  college,  and  the  same  has  been  approved  by 
him.  Are  you,  as  Dean,  in  sympathy  with  this 
effort  for  change  in  organization  of  the  college, 
having  in  view  its  advancement  in  government, 
administration,  and  instruction,  whereby  it  may 
once  more  assume  a  position  of  leadership  among 
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colleges,  and  thus  secure  harmony  in  the  prof<  -- 
sion ;  and  will  you  lend  your  influence  to  bring 
about  such  results;  An  early  consideration  of 
these  important  matters  and  your  reply,  that  I 
may  report  the  result  of  this  communication  to 
those  who  have  intrusted  this  business  to  me,  will 
greatly  oblige,"  etc. 

hi  response  to  this  letter  an  interview  was  ar- 
ranged between  certain  of  the  faculty  members, 
i.  e.,  Jones,  Wood,  Jewett,  and  Frost,  and  Dr. 
Biggar  at  the  Hollenden  Motel,  when  the  pros- 
pects of  the  college  and  the  reorganization  were 
fully  discussed.  Dr.  Biggar  was  asked  to  take 
clinical  work  but  declined,  suggesting  that  there 
be  a  calling  together  of  the  homeopathic  physi- 
cians of  the  city  and  vicinity  to  see  if  harmony 
could  not  be  re-established. 

In  pursuance  <>i  this,  postal  cards  were  issued 
oti  the  nth  for  a  harmony  meeting  on  the  13th, 
in  the  main  hall  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  which  was 
attended  by  upward  of  sixty  physicians  of  the 
city. 

Dr.  Champlin,  of  the  outsiders,  was  placed  in 
the  chair,  and  at  once  the  purpose  of  the  meeting 
was  asked  of  the  Dean,  and  stated  by  him  and 
others  to  be  the  devising  of  ways  and  means 
whereby  a  newer  and  greater  interest  could  be 
generated  in  behalf  of  the  Cleveland  school, 
which  latter,  according  to  some  of  the  faculty, 
was  sailing  in  troubled  waters.  Statements  were 
made  of  the  difficulties  assailing  the  local  school, 
the  loss  of  students  from  the  class,  and  inability 
to  interest  other  likely  young  timber  to  come  to 
Cleveland  in  preference  to  other  places:  reports 
of  quarrels  and  jangles  in  the  college  and  hospital 
had  reached  the  outer  world,  and  were  being  used 
to  the  derogation  if  not  disruption  of  the  school. 
The  college  people  had  now  reached  that  point 
when  it  seemed  imperative  that  radical  changes 
be  instituted,  and  with  a  vigor  not  to  be  mini- 
mized by  love  and  veneration  for  here  and  there 
a  professor,  or  even  a  chief  officer.  It  was 
heroic  disease  and  called  for  heroic  measures. 
The  good  of  the  local  school  should  be  the  slogan. 
.\i<re  men  must  give  way.  The  administration 
of  the  college  business  was  notably  unsatisfac- 
t'  ry,  chiefly  because  of  an  autocratic  executive 
head,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  unauthorized  use  d 
official  power;  endowments  could  not  be  solicited 
under  the  prevailing  mode  of  government. 

When  Dr.  Biggar  was  called  to  speak,  after  lis- 
tening to  the  Catalogues  of  Misfortunes,  he 
urged  the  necessity  of  harmonious  action  upon 
the  part  of  the  physicians  of  the  city,  and  sug- 
ted  the  reorganization  of  the  governing  fac- 
ulty as  follows:  the  Hoard  of  Trust  1  -  I  the  gov- 
erning body)  to  be  a  senate  composed  of  nine 
men,  three  to  be  selected  by  the  Hoard  of  Trus- 
tees, who  must  be  lawyers,  educators,  presidents 
of  colleges,  or  judges;  three  by  the  faculty,  lay- 
n  or  hiidn<->»  men;  three  by  the  alumni,  who 
shall  have  charge  of  the  educational,  financial  and 
other  matters  pertaining  to  the  college.  The  sen- 
ate to  appoint  a  bursar,  who  shall  be  a  busin 


n  hut  not  a  practicing  physician,  to  attend  to 
all  clerical  work.  Dr.  Biggar  also  urged  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committei  to  consider  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  college  government.  Drs.  Phil- 
lips, Baxter,  Beckwith,  Wood,  Horner,  Jewett, 
Frost,  Miller,  and  others  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  which   was  carried. 

The  meeting  was  an  enthusia  ;  and   for 

tin  first  time  since  the  old  college  war  there 
were  met  together  most  of  the  physicians  of  this 
city,  and  there  appeared  to  be  an  old-fashioned 
love-feast — a  coming  together  to  kiss  and  make 
up  and  stay  good  and  kissed  and  made-up  forever 
after.  Here  and  there  a  little  nasty,  discordant 
strain  found  its  way  into  the  discussion;  because 
some  few  of  thi'  irascible  ancients  could  not  quite 
forget  the  old  war  and  the  old  college  strifes  ;  but, 
as  a  general  thing,  there  was  dominant  the  feel- 
ing that  the  local  college  had  called  together  the 
local  forces  ;md  the  alumni  to  report  to  them  that 
they  had  done  their  best,  but  that  evidently  this 
Ixst  was  not  the  best  that  could  be  had.  Out  of 
this  multitude  of  counsel  a  committee  was  a.t 
length  appointed,  which,  taking  the  whole  matter 
under  some  days'  careful  advisement,  through 
Dr.  J.  Richey  Horner,  one  of  the  members,  drew 
up  the  following  report  to  be  submitted  to  the 
college  people  for  their  ratification  and  ad 
tion  : 

'  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  homeopathic  physicians  of  this  city  and 
adjacent  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting 
a  plan  for  the  furtherance  of  Homeopathy  and 
the  College,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
with  reference  to  the  matter: 

"That  the  present  Hoard  of  Trustees  of  the 
College  is  too  large  to  be  effective. 

"  That  in  their  opinion  the  Board  should  con- 
sist of  not  more  than  twelve  members,  of  whom 
at  least  eight  should  be  laymen,  and  four  pr< 
sional  men.  That  of  the  four  professional  men, 
two  should  be  resident  alumni  and  two  faculty 
members,  and  that  of  the  two  faculty  members, 
choice  should  be  made  of  the  Dean  and  Treas- 
urer. 

'That  the  active  control  and  supervision  >f 
the  College  affairs  proper,  as  relating  to  teaching 
and  student  management,  should  be  vested  in  an 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  three  mem- 
bers, to  be  composed  of  the  President  of  the 
4toard,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  and  one  alumnus 
member  of  the   Board. 

'That  this  Committee  be  intrusted  with  com- 
plete power  in  connection  with  the  educati 
work.  Theirs  to  be  the  right  to  nominate  all 
members  of  the  faculty,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  full  Hoard.  Theirs  to  summon  any  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  who  is  found  not  to  be  capable 
1  r   satisfactory  in   all   respects,  and   upon   pi 

recommend    to    the    Hoard    his    dis- 
missal. 

That  t"  tin    I  »ean  lie  given  the  power  to  sus- 
pend any   student   or  students   for  infraction 
rules;  and  to  the  Ex  I  ommittce  the  power 
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t«  i  expel   such   student   or  students,  upon  proper 
showing. 

'  That  the  sole  management  of  the  physical 
property  and  financial  affairs  of  the  College  be 
vc  sted  in  a  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board,  to 
be  composed  of  one  layman  member  of  the 
Board,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  remaining  alumnus 
member  of  the  Board,  this  Committee  to  have 
entire  charge  of  the  physical  property  and 
finances  of  the  College,  subject  to  the  general 
supervision  of  the  Board. 

'  That  each  of  these  Committees  will  be  re- 
quired to  meet  at  least  once  in  the  month. 

"  That  a  stated  meeting  of  the  full  Board  be 
held  at  least  monthly. 

"  That  the  faculty  rescind  its  previous  action  as 
to  its  appointments  and  resign  in  a  body,  with 
the  request  that  the  Board  reorganize  along  the 
lines  herein  laid  down." 

On  Wednesday,  July  6th,  the  faculty  received 
and  read  the  report,  discussed  it  shortly,  and  then 
— voted  it  DOWN — rejected  the  action  of  that 
Committee  which  it  had  been  mainly  instrumental 
in  calling  into  existence! 

It  is  but  just  to  say  that  a  large  number  of  the 
faculty  were  and  continue  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
harmony  report. 

A  later  attempt  was  made  by  some  members  of 
the  Committee  to  have  a  second  call  of  the  city 
physicians  to  report  back  to  them  how  the  col- 
lege had  received  and  disposed  of  the  Commit- 
tee's report ;  but  here  the  faculty,  or  some  mem- 
bers thereof,  declined  to  have  anything  further 
done  in  the  matter.  If  it  was  the  thought  of  the 
facultv  to  keep  the  city  physicians  in  ignorance 
of  the  gentle  way  in  which  they  had  been  slapped 
in  the  face,  the  effort  has  failed,  for  everv  ho- 
meopathic physician  in  Cleveland  knew  what  had 
been  done  with  the  report  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  turning  of  it  down. 

Xow,  possibly,  when  the  Cleveland  College 
cries,  Wolf!  wolf!  again,  it  may  have  to  fight  the 
wolf  singly  and  alone  ! 

And  that  is  the  history  of  that  poor  little  har- 
mony incident  which  occupied  the  waste  spaces 
for  a  few  weeks  preceding  the  Niagara  Falls 
meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homeop- 
athy ;  and  was  there,  at  Niagara  Falls,  industri- 
ously circulated,  i,  c,  that  peace  and  yet  more 
peace  was  perching  on  the  banners  of  the  College 
—  for  now  the  profession  had  at  last  got  together 
in  good  earnest,  Dr.  Biggar,  and  Dr.  Kraft,  and 
Dr.  Miller,  and  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  of  the  other 
ex-Professors  had  consented  to  go  back  into  the 
College  harness  and  pull  for  Homeopathy  and 
the  college. 

Here  there  appears  at  least  one  sinister  streak 
in  the  whole  picture,  the  one  fly  in  the  ointment; 
we  do  not  know  of  a  single  one  of  the  quoted 
ones  as  having  promised  to  go  back  to  college 
work — certainlv  not  under  the  old  and  estab- 
lishcd  order  from  which  most  of  the  outsiders 
had  been  caused  to  suffer.     Still,  we  were  con- 


gratulated right  and  left  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  in 
letters  from  distant  points,  because  of  our  return 
to  materia  medica  teaching  in  the  Cleveland  Col- 
lege. Why  was  this  done  ?  Who  in  that  ancient 
fabric  of  government  possesses  this  infernal  fe- 
licity and  facility  for  appointing  and  electing  us 
to  offices  and  Professorships ;  even  going  so  far 
as.  in  1900,  when  we  were  in  Europe  and  out  of 
all  touch  with  Cleveland,  to  print  our  name  in 
the  Announcements  as  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica,  when  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  faculty 
but  knew  what  we  had  said  a  hundred  times  and 
more,  that  our  professional  labors,  our  journal- 
istic duties,  and  increasing  years  absolutely  pre- 
cluded shouldering  any  further  labors ;  and  that 
we  would  not  go  back  to  the  college  as  then  and 
still  constituted.  Dr.  Biggar,  when  asked  to  per- 
mit the  putting  of  his  name  upon  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  positively  declined,  giving  many  excel- 
lent reasons  for  the  same;  yet  despite  this  clearly 
enunciated  declination,  he  had  no  more  than  left 
the  room  when  he  was  elected.  What  child's  play 
is  this  anyway?  This  thrusting  upon  unwilling 
men  of  honors  not  sought  and  not  wanted0  Does 
not  this  of  itself  argue  a  peculiar  left-handed 
business  acumen  in  that  college,  and  one  it  would 
be  well  to  examine  and  exterminate  ? 

Oh.  there  can  be  not  a  moment's  doubt  that  the 
faculty  will  renew  its  invite  to  the  various  ex- 
Professors  to  come  into  the  faculty.  There  is 
room  enough  in  the  next  blue-and-gold  An- 
nouncement for  a  half  hundred  more  of  orna- 
mental names,  wood-fiber  paper,  and  linotype 
composition  being  cheap  and  ornamental  Profess- 
ors likewise.  But  we  do  not  believe  a  single  one 
of  the  invited  ones  will  return.  Why  should  he? 
There  is  nothing  new  in  the  most  recent  invite. 
It's  the  same  old  invite  which  comes  to  most  of 
us  each  Spring,  and  is  pleasantly  refused  because 
of  lack  of  faith  in  the  college  policy,  and  because 
of  several  other  things  not  necessary  to  recapitu- 
late. And  since  that  same  executive  policy  i> 
still  in  the  saddle,  how  is  it  conceivable  and  com- 
parable with  ordinary  common-sense  that  anyone 
of  the  insulted  outsiders  should  now  suddenly 
change  his  opinion  of  the  insiders,  and  break  his 
blamed  neck  to  take  up  the  college  troubles  with 
the  old  and  moth-bitten,  pre-Adamic  government 
still  controlling  and  still  a  constant  menace  to  the 
overthrowing  and  undoing  of  the  work  of  the 
new  blood  and  younger  men? 

It's  a  god's  pit}-,  truly,  that  it  terminated  thus. 
This  was  that  golden  opportunity  with  hair  in 
front,  that  should  have  been  seized  by  the  local 
college  folks  for  re-enlisting  the  sympathy  and  in- 
fluence of  the  vast  cohort  of  local  physicians  and 
alumni.  New  York  saw  its  danger  some  years 
since  and  took  prompt  action,  with  a  result  most 
satisfactory.  Hahnemann  of  Chicago,  not  con- 
tent with  its  past  laurels,  revamped  and  rehabili- 
tated its  corps  of  teacher.-,  adding  two  world- 
famous  men  to  the  roster,  and  the  result  will 
prove  the  excellency  of  the  progressive  ideas  in- 
troduced.     Philadelphia    had    its   house-cleaning. 
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Ann  Arbor  was  for  years  a  little  jerk-water, 
milk-station  homeopathic  school  with  a  new 
fight  about  every  year.  Its  condition  was  rank. 
But  some  progressive  Regents  took  the  question 
in  hand,  called  to  their  aid  a  corps  of  wide-awake 
men,  homeopaths  and  teacher-,  and  the  school  is 
a  success.  Cleveland,  too,  seemed  at  last  to 
awake  to  the  needs  of  the  hour;  but  barring  the 
little  passing  fun  it  had  with  the  local  physicians 
and  alumni,  and  the  advertising  of  faculty  acces- 
sions that  are  not  true,  it  has  quietly  relapsed  to 
it£    former  attitude  and  standard. 

I'.  S.-  Since  the  foregoing  was  put  into  type 
a  new  meeting  of  the  local  physicians  was  called 
for  July  29th,  and  attended  by  about  thirty  per- 
-  >ns.  The  chairman  was  not  present.  The 
Committee  presented  its  report,  and  after  some 
discussion  it  was  laid  on  the  table  "  because  the 
College  had  already  concluded  all  its  arrange- 
ments for  the  coming  year."  We  learn  thai  tin 
chairman  of  the  Local  Physicians'  Committee 
and  his  secretary  have  accepted  place  on  the 
facult)  :  also  one  other  surgeon.  So  our  prophecy 
was  faulty. 


Correspond  nee. 


"Editor  American  Physician. — Noting  your 
remarks  in  the  May  number,  p.  140.  about  boiled 
water.  I  desire  to  say  that  a  friend  of  mine  was 
the  physician  to  some  large  sugar  plantations  in 
Hawaii,  on  which  were  many  Chinese  and  Jap- 
anese; the  Chinese  drank  tea  exclusively,  made 
with  boiled  water,  while  the  Japanese  frequently 
drank  from  the  irrigating  ditches  in  spite  of  the 
doctor's  warnings;  a  case  of  typhoid  among  the 
Chinese  was  very  rare,  while  among  the  Japan- 
it  was  just  as  common;  otherwise'  the  two 
races  lived  alike  and  the  doctor  could  not  find 
any  other  cause  for  the  difference. 

'  That  boiled  water  is  not  ambrosia,  is  very 
true,  but  is  it  not  better  than  polluted  water? 
Still  the  water  from  the  irrigating  ditches  in 
which  runs  the  ground-filtered  water  from  Berlin 
sewers  is  drunk  by  the  employees,  who  claim  that 
it  is  not  dangerous,  as  I  have  read  ;  but  this  seems 
rather  doubtful  to  me. 

"  C.  B.  Gilbert." 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Globules. 

— Have  you  ever  seen   Porter's  d   hand- 

writing? And  ought  he  not  to  get  a  typewriter? 
Anj  old  thing  would  probably  do. 

— Evidently  some  change  is  in  prospect  in  the 
Institute  secretary's  office,  since  there  is  to  be  a 
tampering  next  year  with  his  salary.  Perhaps  il 
will  be  raised — or,  possibly,  razed. 


—Does  the  Institute  really  believe  it  can  do  a 
>lioke  of  g 1  business  b)  printing  and  publish- 
ing the  Transactions  in  journal  form?  Remem- 
ber the  stotw   of  the  shoemaker  and  the  last. 

— The  harmom  fevei  in  Cleveland  has  been 
nicely  cured.  The  college  sat  down  on  the  report 
of  the  assembled  physicians'  committee  which  of- 
fered to  help  it  hack  to  students  and  homeopathy. 

— If  the  International   Homeopathic  Congress 

comes  to  America  in   1005  it  will  be  taken  t 
cago   to  attend   the   American    Institute   in   June. 
There's  no  heir  for  it.     The  Executive  Commit- 
t(  e  cannot  van  date  or  place. 

—  Isn't  it  about  time  for  someone  in  the  Insti- 
tute to  pluck  up  courage  and  change  the  meet- 
ing-time to  ordinary  vacation-time  and  not  con- 
tinue to  have  it  in  the  month  of  June,  when  most 
of  US  are  still  busy  ? 

—  Is  this  not  the  great  reason  why  so  many  of 
our  best,  because  busiest,  men  did  not  attend 
Niagara  Falls?  And  now  by  the  action  of  the 
last  Institute  the  foreign  brethren  will  all  leave 
their  work  in  early  June  in  order  to  dance  attend- 
ance upon  a  fool-time  for  the  Institute  session. 

—  And  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  our  f 
brethren   art'  as  easily  led  by  the   noses  a-   out- 
own  membership,  when  the  questions  of  chang- 
ing time  and  place,  or  postal  cards,  are  suggested. 
and  they  will  just  be  de-light-ed  ! 

— Some  of  us  will  live  long  enough  perhaps  to 
see  the  Institute  go  t<>  mill  without  a  stone  in 
one  end  of  thje  sack.  But  it  looks  a  long  way  off. 
We  have  always  met  in  June,  and,  like  the  (  >r- 
ganon,  there  ought  to  be  no  improvements  in- 
duced. 

— August  ami  September  are  vacation  months 
the  civilized  world  over.     What  original  mind  in 
the  Institute  fixed  it  in  June?     We  will  tell 
you,  my  child,  as  we  heard  it   from  our  grand- 
father : 

— Originally  it  was  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Big  Lights  to  carry  the  Institute  to  watering 
places;  in  order  to  get  reduced  rates,  therefore, 
the  Institute  took  the  week  before  the  regular 
opening,  so  it  got  cheap  rates  and  cheap  service. 
And  now  we  must  always  meet  in  June.  Doctor, 
dtar. 

—W'hii  was  the  homeopathic  editor  that  was 
offered  $3500  a  \ear  by  an  unauthorized  Insti- 
ll, te  committee  to  become  the  editor  of  the  jour- 

nal-form  of  Transactions,  and,  being  a  wise  man. 
d<  'lined  it  ? 

— When  the  Cleveland  College  wants  further 
advice  from  the  local  profession  and  the  alumni 
it  will  probably  get  .  .  .  chicken  .  .  .  axe. 
What  child's  play  that  was — to  call  the  sixty 
resident  physicians  in  counsel,  ask  their  advice, 
and  then  incontinently  put  that  advice  in  the 
waste-basket.  You  can  fool  some  ^\  tin 
all  the  time.  etc. 
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— Dr.  A.  E.  Neumeister  has  returned  to  Kan- 
sas City  and  promises  now  to  remain  there  per- 
manently.    He  is  located  at  1 1 1  -  Grand  Avenue. 

— St.  Nicholas  for  July  failed  not  to  have  a 
cover  page  and  a  rebus  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion. It  is,  as  always,  filled  with  gilt-edged  read- 
ing matter  for  all  ages  of  children. 

— The  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
had  a  pretty  exhibit  at  Niagara  Falls,  consisting 
of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens 
under  microscopes.  The  Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine  had  a  table  filled  with  path- 
ological products. 

— Dr.  Hamill,  617  W.  Pratt  Street,  Baltimore, 
will  give  information  concerning  the  sale  of  a 
practice  in  a  city  not  exceeding  20,000,  with  only 
one  other  homeopathic  physician  —  a  practice 
which  has  grown  from  $646  in  1891  to  $55/4  in 
1903  and  1904.  These  are  the  actual  cash  collec- 
tions.    Write  him. 

— There  is  no  objection  to  Chicago  for  a  meet- 
ing place  of  the  International  Homeopathic  Con- 
gress;  but  the  date  is  objectionable.  We  cor- 
dially invite  distant  friends  to  our  feast,  and  then 
set  a  time  and  hour  when  they  cannot  be  with 
us.  Is  this  hospitality?  Aye,  verily  it  is — crown- 
er's  quest  hospitality. 

—  Dr.  Lewis  P.  Crutcher,  of  Kansas  City,  has 
been  elected  to  a  full  Professorship  in  Hahne- 
mann College  of  Chicago.  We  congratulate 
Hahnemann  of  Chicago.  They  seem  to  be  every- 
where in  the  market  picking  up  guod  men  to  in- 
crease their  teaching  power.  Well,  here's  more 
power  to  your  elbow,  "  Pinkey  " ! 

— The  Medical  Century  is  fortunate  in  having 
another  prize-essay  contest  to  offer  to  its  friends 
and  homeopaths  generally,  Dr.  Biggar  being  the 
golden  angel  this  time.  Read  what  the  Medical 
Century  has  to  say  concerning  this  newest  prize 
competition  in  its  July  issue.  We  congratulate 
the  Medical  Century  as  well  as  Dr.  Biggar. 

— A  later  action  on  the  part  of  the  Cleveland 
College  than  that  reported  in  our  editorial — 
which  was  written  early  in  July — is  that  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  (nine  of  the 
twenty-five  composing  this  Board  being  faculty 
members,  and  who,  therefore,  elect  the  faculty) 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  any  pos- 
sible changes  in  the  form  of  government.  Dr. 
Cook  of  Buffalo,  and  Dr.  Boynton  of  Cleveland 
were  put  on  the  Committee  to  represent  the 
alumni.  But  the  Cleveland  profession  was  not 
again  appealed  to.  The  college  people  now  know 
what  the  Cleveland  homeopaths  think  of  them. 
The  spectacle  of  the  college  investigating  itself! 
We  feel  tempted  to  say  that  neither  Dr.  Cook  nor 
Dr.  Boynton  knew  of  his  election  until  it  was 
done.    That's  a  way  the  college  people  have. 

— The  bicycle  revival  which  was  promised  for 
this  spring  and  summer  has  failed  to  materialize. 


If  there  are  many  or  any  new  wheels  on  the  street 
we  fail  to  see  them.  If  the  bicycle  trust  expects 
people  to  bolster  up  the  bicycle  business  and 
bring  about  a  revival,  it  must  come  down  on  its 
prices ;  $75  is  entirely  too  much  to  pay  for  a 
wheel  which  every  mechanic  knows  does  not  cost 
one-quarter  that  sum  to  make  and  put  on  the 
market.  It  will  take  something  beside  magazine 
advertising  to  put  life  into  an  industry  that  killed 
itself  formerly  by  its  grab  tactics. 

— The  Forty-fifth  Annual  Announcement  ot 
the  Educational  Department  of  the  New  York 
Homeopathic  Medical  College  and  Hospital  lies 
before  us  with  its  long  list  of  good  things  for  the 
students. 

— Did  you  see  how  nearly  the  Institute  came 
to  putting  a  mourning  band  all  around  its  ballot 
blank?  We  would  suggest  that  some  member 
be  appointed  by  the  President  to  stand  at  the 
polls  and  instruct  illiterate  or  indifferent  voters 
how  to  prepare  their  ballots. 

— In  his  last  issue  of  the  the  North  American 
Journal  of  Homeopathy,  on  page  456,  Dr.  Porter 
subheads  an  item  as  "  High  Morality  in  New 
Y'ork  State."  In  order  to  learn  whether  this  had 
reference  to  Judge  Parker  or  Dr.  Porter  we  read 
the  article,  only  to  find  that  it  was  a  misprint  for 
'"  mortality  "  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  Parker  or  Porter's  morality. 

— Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  of  New  Yrork  has  just 
gone  abroad  on  the  profits  made  out  of  his  Ho- 
meopathic Eve,  Ear,  and  Throat  Journal  the  past 
year.  He  will  not  return  until  September  19th. 
In  his  absence  Dr.  Munson  will  run  the  shop. 
We  envy  Dr.  Norton  his  outing.  Were  it  not 
that  we  intend  to  go  abroad  next  year  we  would 
be  tempted  to  slip  over  just  now  on  the  reduced 
rates.  There  is  no  rest  for  a  busy  professional 
man  like  an  ocean  trip  and  a  run  around  in  Eu- 
rope. 

— Says  a  report,  somewhat  industriously  cir- 
culated in  Cleveland  by  gentle  friends :  "  Dr. 
Kraft  is  badly  poisoned ;  he  has  given  up  all 
professional  work,  and  will  see  no  one  at  his 
office !  "  To  this  we  have  to  say,  being  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  so  at  first-hand  and  can  bring  two  good 
and  sufficient  witnesses,  that  Dr.  Kraft  has  not 
been  poisoned  at  all,  at  all;  he  has  not  given  up 
his  professional  work ;  and  he  is  seeing  office  pa- 
tients everv  day  from  two  to  five  o'clock,  Sun- 
days and  saints'  days  included.  With  these  few 
excepfions  the  item  as  first  herein  quoted  is  cor- 
rect. 

— If  the  p.  d.  q.  editor  of  the  Medical  Advance 
will  turn  himself  loose  on  that  spirited  corre- 
spondence of  one  Hemenway  of  Kansas  City, 
touching  a  bastard  homeopathic  college  some- 
where that  had  ruined  one  of  his  students,  and 
ttll  the  wondering  world  what  college  it  was. 
without  more  than  one  footnote  for  each  para- 
graph, all  will  be  forgiven  and  forgotten.     But 
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that  Hemenway  letter  in  the  Medical  Advance 
was  a  dirty  fling  at  the  homeopathic  colleges  oi 
the  United  States,  and  he  ought  to  be  made  to 
show  up  or  apologize.  If  he  doesn't  do  so  before 
the  next  Institute  meeting  at  Chicago  we  shall  be 
tempted  to  prepare  a  lettre  de  cachet — that  is. 
prepare  a  sealed  private  grievance  and  ask  that 
the  Senate  of  Seniors  sit  in  judgment  thereon 
sub  silentio,  but  with  power  to  call  witnesses  and 
order  the  production  of  books  and  papers. 

— Xow  that  Dewey  has  graciously  accepted 
Arndt's  profuse  apology,  we  would  like  to  ask 
why  Arndt  is  so  darned  afraid  of  the  water  when 
there  is  a  storm  brewing 

— The  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
Bulletin  lies  before  us  in  blue  and  red.  It  is 
be  published  but  four  times  a  year  and  will  be 
devoted  to  Hospital,  Alumni,  and  Students  of  the 
college.  Dr.  C.  A.  Weirick  is  editor,  and  Dr. 
Edgar  J.  George,  business  manager. 

— The  Medical  Advance  says  the  Secretary  of 
the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Health  is  a  homeopath. 
Wonder  who  he  is?  We  know  that  Dr.  H.  E. 
Beebe,  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Medical 
Registration  and  Examination,  is  a  homeopath, 
and  a  good  one  too,  please  don't  forget. 

— Dr.  A.  T.  Levering,  Editor  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Medical  Gazette,  Boston,  will  make  engage- 
ments now  to  suit  those  members  of  the  profes- 
sion who  may  wish  aid  in  the  preparation  of 
papers  for  presentation  before  societies.  He  will 
write  papers,  correct  proof-sheets,  typewrite 
and  revise  manuscript. 

— One  of  the  genuine  and  much  appreciated 
les  to  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
1  usiness  at  Niagara  Falls  was  the  yellow  folder 
which  Dr.  Porter  of  the  North  American  Journal 
of  Homeopathy  issued,  giving  the  times  and 
names  and  places  of  sectional  and  general  meet- 
ings. Some  such  scheme  might  be  profitably  in- 
corporated in  the  next  programme  of  the  Insti- 
tute. 

— Dr.  C.  E.  Silbernagel,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
the  efficient  secretary  of  the  State  Homeopathic 
Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  was  married  on  June 
14th  to  Miss  Evelyn  Sprague  Metcalf  of  the 
same  city.  We  have  known  Dr.  Silbernagel  for 
some  years  and  have  always  found  him  to  be  an 
upright,  straightforward  young  man  and  skill- 
ful physician  ;  and  we  join  most  heartily  in  con- 
gratulations to  himself  and  his  charming  bride. 

— Was  there  any  meeting  of  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciations at  Niagara  Falls  as  there  was  at  ( 
land?  If  there  was  it  was  a  sort  of  Quaker  meet- 
ing, for  we  heard  nothing  of  it.  And  that  makes 
us  ask,  perhaps  as  shouldn't,  whether  the  Insti- 
tute has  had  any  better  meeting  than  its  Cleveland 
meeting,  for  numbers  in  attendance,  new  appli- 
cants, and  general  enthusiasm.  The  onh 
complaints  we  heard  as  an  aftermath  was  the 
hotel    gouge    and     the    ten-cents-a-<,da^— of-beer 


But  who  can  control  a  hotel"'    Our  expe- 
rience  in    Europe,    with   written,  signed  and   wit- 
nessed agreements  proved  the  futility  of  expect- 
nr   dealings   at    all    times   at    hotels.      And 
America  is  in  the  same  class.     There  is  something 
about  the  hotel  business  which  makes  for  extor- 
tion.    When  you  leave  your  happy  home,  lie  at 
all  times  ready  to  have  trouble'  with  your  ! 
then   you   will  not   be  disappointed.     We   v\ 
two  months  before  the  Niagara  meeting  for  room 
and    had    an   answering    letter,    stating   the    same 
would  be  reserved.     Yet  when  we  got  there,  let- 
ter in  band,  nothing  had  even  been   heard    from 
US,  and  no  room  was  reserved.     The  letter,  how- 
ever, saved  us.     Coming  back  to  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation   feature,   which   was    not   a  conspicuous 
feature  at   X.   F.  but  was  at   Cleveland,  thanks  to 
1.  Riche)   Horner — as  to  the  Cleveland  success 
why  was  no  mention  made  of  it  in  the  Trans 
tii  ns  oi  die  Institute  for  that  session? 

— The  caricatures  of  its  professors  in  the  ./;;;; 
Arbor  Phials  for  1905  are  splendid,  not  only  in 
picture  but  in  the  accompanying  doggerel,  which 
latter  hits  off  the  special  foible  most  admirably. 
That  artist  is  a  genius. 

— The  next  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Ho- 
meopathic Medical  Society  of  New  York  will  be 
held  in  Xew  York  City,  September  27th  and  28th 
prox.  Dr.  De  Witt  Wilcox,  Secretary,  with  his 
usual  celerity,  has  placed  the  programme  of  that 
meeting  upon  our  table,  from  which  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  there  will  be  a  gala  meeing. 

— We  repeat  our  insinuation  of  last  issue  that 
if  the  International  Homeopathic  Congress  does 
not  come  to  this  country  until  iqo6  we  will  surely 
make  our  next  European  tour  in  [905.  This  1-. 
therefore,  a  good  time  to  make  inquiries,  inclos- 
ing at  least  one  two-cent  postag<  stamp  for  in- 
formation.    Our  next  tour  will  be  a  tine  one. 

—Dr.  Henry  Clay  Wells  .lied  at  Tiffin.  I  >hio, 
on  June  24th  last,  after  an  illness  of  only  a  few 
days.  He  was  very  nearly  sixty  years  old  and 
had  been  for  nearly  thirty  years  one  of  the  most 
prominent  physicians  and  citizens  of  Tiffin,  lb- 
was  a  graduate  of  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  Col- 
lege of  Cleveland,  and  was  always  a  faithful  up- 
holder of  the  homeopathic  law. 

— Anschutz   promises  that    Kent's    Lectures   in 
Materia  Medica  will  so<>n  be  upon  the  profes 
market — and    when    we   say    Anschutz    we    mean 
Boericke  &  Tafel  of  Philadelphia.      There  i<  no 
doubt  of  the  instant  success  of  these  lectin 

Kent  was  always  a  g 1  lecturer.     But  we 

der  if  it  was  a  wise  business  proposition  to  issue 
this  immense  work  just  as  the  new  Institute  o\ 
Drug  Proving  of  the  American  Institute  of  Ho- 
meopathy has  been  founded.  Sir?  Oh,  yes,  of 
course  it  will  take  all  of  a  ftdl  twelvemonth  for 
that  Institute  to  upset  the  materia  medica  books 
of  the  homeopathic  profession:  and.  yes,  perhaps 
even  longer;  but  in  that  enduring  time  it  might 
be  well  for  Anschutz  to  push  his  new  book 
all  there  is  in  it. 
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— The  announcement  is  made  that  Dr.  J.  H. 
Clarke  has  completed  the  Repertory  to  his  dic- 
tionary of  Materia  Medica,  with  which  latter  the 
profession  is  familiar.  Address  the  Homeopathic 
Publishing  Co..  12  Warwick  Lane,  London,  E,  C,, 
and  get  an  early  copy. 

— Why  would  not  a  law  requiring  all  patented 
medicines  to  print  upon  their  label  the  ingredi- 
ents be  a  proper  and  safe  procedure  ?  Would  not 
this  save  a  great  many  invalids  from  investing 
in  pretended  nostrums  which  could  not.  short  of 
divine  interposition,  do  aught  for  them  but  de- 
stroy life  ? 

—The  Woman  Who  Charms  and  the  Man  Who 
Pleases  is  the  catchy  title  of  another  little  book 
by  Hinds  &  Xoble  of  Xew  York  which  needs  to 
be  read  to  be  fully  appreciated.  It  is,  in  brief,  a 
little  homily,  but  pleasantly  stated,  on  how  to  be 
a  charming  man  or  woman.  The  book  is  not 
costly,  and  is  well  worth  its  price. 

— Harvey  King  asked  in  one  of  his  recent 
speeches  why  do  not  the  poor  accept  Homeop- 
athy ?  And  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  it  was 
because  no  one  had  thought  to  bring  it  to  them. 
A  better  reason  is  that  the  poor,  as  a  rule,  are  ma- 
terialists, in  medicine  as  in  religion — especially 
the  poor  of  the  East-side  of  Xew  York.  A  simple 
powder  or  a  two-drachm  vial  of  sugar  pellets 
and  practically  tasteless  does  not  appeal  to  their 
gross  and  materialistic  imagination  like  a  four 
or  six-ounce  bottle  of  verv  nasty  drug-store  stuff 
which  costs  a  day's  wages. 

— Gibson,  in  his  Clinical  Reporter,  referring  to 
the  St.  Louis  banquet  last  April,  speaks  of  James 
A.  Campbell  as  our  "  erstwhile  friend."  We  won't 
take  that  even  from  Gibson.  Campbell  is  our 
all-the-while  friend,  not  merely  "  erstwhile."  He 
was.  indeed,  a  friend  to  us  at  a  time  when  we 
most  needed  one,  and  when  our  smell-feast 
friends  forgot  us  and  left  us  to  struggle  with  our 
losses  in  a  "  busted  "  bank  and  several  other  un- 
pleasant happenings.  But  Campbell  stuck  to  us 
through  all  of  it,  and  we  have  an  Indian's  mem- 
ory. Schott  is  another  of  the  same  kind.  And 
so  is  Morgan. 

— The  Medical  Brief,  with  its  new  and  very 
handsome  cover  page,  under  the  chastening 
which  several  of  its  contemporaries  have  been  ad- 
ministering, has  profited  to  the  extent  that  it  does, 
not  now  have  all  Sanmetto  cases  to  prescribe  for, 
and  sometimes  even  Xeurilla,  Dod's  quinine  and 
Respiton  are  forgotten.  With  the  elimination  of 
these  very  transparent  faults  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  why  the  Medical  Brief  should  need  to 
make  any  more  impassioned  appeals  for  Inde- 
pendent Journalism.  The  way  they  used  to  clean 
Rome  was  by  each  burgess  keeping  his  own  door- 
step clean. 

— One  of  the  handiest  and  most  compact  little 
books  is  Howe's  Handbook  of  Parliamentary 
Usage,  published  by  Hinds  &  Xoble  of  New 
York.     The  arrangement  of  the  matter  is  concise 


and  so  placed  that  by  opening  the  book  in  the  ex- 
act middle  there  will  lie  before  you  all  the  prin- 
cipal forms  of  parliamentary  usage  of  the  day. 
The  arrangement  is  exceedingly  clever. 

— We  do  not  often  use  our  pages  for  what  may 
seem  an  unknown  proprietary  preparation  ;  but  in 
the  instance  of  the  Sleight  Tablet  Co.  we  make 
the  exception,  and  for  the  reason  assigned.  One 
member  of  our  family  has  been  for  some  years 
past  troubled  with  almost  unwieldy  fat.  We  have 
tried  pretty  nearly  everything  that  our  books 
teach  us,  without  effect.  We  saw  Dr.  Sleight's 
Tablets  advertised,  swallowed  the  ethical  fly,  and 
sent  for  a  trial  box  to  St.  John's.  Mich.  From 
177  pounds  in  February  of  this  year  the  weight 
has  now  fallen  to  about  150.  We  have  never  for 
a  moment  noticed  any  deterioration  in  health  or 
loss  of  spirits.  To  say  that  we  are  pleased  goes 
without  saying. 

— We  have  received  from  the  International 
Correspondence  Schools  at  Scranton.  Pa.,  a  series 
of  books  on  Electro-Therapeutics  which,  to  our 
critical  mind,  comprise  about  all  that  a  medical 
practitioner  needs  to  know  to  increase  his  daily 
revenue.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  are  su- 
perficial studies:  it  does  mean  that  the  subject  is 
presented  in  such  a  pleasant  first-person-I  way 
that  really  he  who  runs  may  read  and  under- 
stand. There  is  that  total  absence  of  scholarly 
bookishness  which  it  seems  so  difficult  for  some 
professors  of  any  subject  to  rid  themselves  of. 
There  is  no  attempt  in  these  books  to  describe 
the  very  beginnings  of  electricity,  nor  to  trace  it 
through  wearisome  chapters  to  the  present  day. 
These  volumes  are  not  filled  with  instrument- 
makers'  cuts :  but  they  do  present  the  study  with 
proper  cuts  that  add  to  the  understanding.  In  a 
word,  these  books  are  cast  in  an  every-day,  prac- 
tical, business  way  for  study  which  appeals  in- 
stantly to  the  student  under-  or  post-graduate. 

— The  Century  Magazine  is  putting  out  some 
most  excellent  matter  in  its  last  three  or  four  is- 
sues. Are  you  reading  that  pseudo  autobiogra- 
phy  of  George  Washington,  but  in  reality  written 
byS.  Weir  Mitchell?  And  what  do  you  think  of 
Jack  London's  Sea  Wolf  story?  Doesn't  that 
make  your  skin  creep  every  time  you  read  it  ?  In 
other  ways  this  able  journal  keeps  up  to  its  own 
standard  of  success.  It  is  a  priceless  addition  to 
every  reading  table. 

— Don't  forget  the  Big  Four  Railway  for  rail- 
way travel  along  its  lines  or  through  its  terri- 
tory. You  will  always  find  this  road  first-class  in 
read-service,  in  equipment,  in  conduct  of  its  train 
officials,  and  in  all  things  else  that  make  for  a 
first-class  railway.  Try  this  line  when  you  go 
down  to  St.  Louis  to  wander  about  on  the  pike. 
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Clinical  Memoranda  on  Tuberculosis. 

BY    S.     X.    PRATT.    M.    D.j    CHICAGO. 

Regarding  my  experience  with  Dr.  Shilev's 
combined  serum,  I  am  very  glad  to  report  the 
following  two  case-  : 

Case  No.  I.     Miss  D ,  age  twenty-two.     I 

was  called  out  of  the  city  to  see  the  patient,  sup- 
posedly with  abdominal  tumor,  but  found  tuber- 
cular peritonitis  with  a  large  mass  of  adhesions 
in  the  region  of  the  hepatic  flexure  of  the  colon. 
She  had  also  a  pulmonary  involvement  with  cav- 
ity in  the  upper  lobe  of  the  left  lung,  and  numer- 
ous moist  rales  in  the  upper  right  lung.  Sin- 
had  not  been  out  of  her  room  for  a  period  of 
several  months.  She  would  get  up  in  the  morn- 
ing, dress  and  lie  down  on  the  couch  all  day. 
Morning  temperature  99°,  and  in  the  afternoon 
it  would  frequently  reach  1010.     Night  swrab. 

She  had  considerable  cough,  but  raised  only  a 
moderate  amount  of  sputum.  It  had  never  been 
examined,  and  I  left  instructions  for  it  to  be,  but 
never  heard  anything  from  it.  Considerable  dis- 
tiessing  gastric  disturbances,  hectic  flush.  She 
was  so  weak  that  she  was  completely  exhausted 
after  sitting  up  long  enough  for  me  to  examine 
the  lungs.  She  had  lost  in  the  past  several  years 
three  sisters,  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Can 
give  no  history  of  the  family  back  of  that,  that 
had  any  bearing  on  her  present  condition.  I 
advised  the  use  of  Dr.  Shilev's  combined  serum 
treatment  and  the  iodo-hydrargyrate  of  calcium 
compound.  Some  stomach  trouble  arose  because 
the  tonic  was  given  in  much  too  large  doses,  but 
when  it  was  reduced  to  the  proper  amount  the 
result  was  very  prompt  and  satisfactory.  Four 
weeks  after  she  began  the  treatment  she  was 
out,  going  to  the  doctor's  twice  a  day  for  treat- 
ment, which  necessitated  a  walk  of  four  blocks 
each  way.  At  the  end  of  eight  weeks  her  appe- 
tite had  increased ;  she  had  gained  in  weight, 
night  sweats  had  stopped,  her  temperature  was 
normal.  Her  cough  was  very  much  improved, 
and  she  stopped  the  treatment  because  she  said 
she  did  not  believe  she  had  or  had  had  consump- 
tion. 

What  her  condition  has  been  since  then  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  this 
young  woman  owes  her  improvement  entirely  to 
the  serum  treatment. 

Case  Xo.  2.     Man,  age  thirty-three.     History 
of   tuberculosis   in    the    family.      Tubercular    in- 
volvement of  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right  lung : 
lost  a  great  deal  of  weight  and  became  gri 
emaciated:    profuse    night   sweats;    temperature 
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varying  from  o<j    to  [02.2  .  insistent,  dry  hacking 

cough  on  the  slightest  exertion;  raised  little  spu- 
trm.  but  this  showed  an  abundanl  supply  of  tu- 
bercular bacilli;  no  appetite;  extremely  weak. 
lie  was  put  on  the  serum  treatment  about  the 
middle  of  December,  and  after  the  first  ten  days 
showed  a  very  marked  improvement,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  night  sweat  -  and  increase  in 
strength.  At  that  time  he  contracted  a  mild  at- 
tack of  pleurisy,  which  of  course  put  him  back  a 
little.  The  treatment  has  been  continued  for 
about  nine  weeks  now,  and  the  condition  is  about 
as  follows : 

The  sputum  lias  lost  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  bacilli;  he  has  gained  considerable  strength, 
the  cough  is  better,  the  night  sweats  improved. 
and  he  is  in  much  better  condition  than  he  was. 

This  is  rather  a  hard  case  and  a  bard  test,  as 
the  patient  is  anaemic  and  has  more  or  less  de- 
rangement of  every  organ  in  his  body,  and  does 
not  follow  instructions,  etc.,  very  well,  but  the 
serum  has  undoubtedly  been  of  great  benefit. 

I  have  sent  him  to  Arizona,  with  instructions 
to  continue  the  treatment  for  at  least  the  remain- 
der of  the  three  months.  1  have  no  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  but  what  this  serum  treatment  is  the 
greatest  boon  we  have  ever  known  for  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  certainly  would  recommend  its 

use  in  every  case. 

♦ 

Therapeutic  Action  of  Bromipin. 

After  briellv  reviewing  the  general  properties 
and  literature  on  bromipin.  Dr.  1..  de  Moor  rel; 
bis  experience  with  the  drug,  selecting  seventeen 
cases  as  typical  of  the  class  of  cases  he  treated 
and  of  the  results  he  obtained.  The  cases  include 
epileptics,  neurasthenics,  persons  suffering  with 
traumatic  neuroses,  severe  headaches,  vertigo, 
neuralgia,  insomnia,  etc.  The  results  were  excel- 
lent. The  author  lays  special  stress  upon  the 
tolerance  of  the  patients  toward  bromipin  and  of 
its  freedom  from  the  danger  of  producing  acne. 
In  fact,  in  two  cases  where  there  was  acne  pro- 
duced by  the  bromides,  the  acne  disappeared 
under  the  administration  of  the  bromipin.  The 
same  observation  has  been  made  by  other  authors. 
In  some  cases,  not  included  in  the  seventeen,  the 
result  was  either  negative  or  only  partly  confir- 
matory. Thus,  in  a  case  of  paralysis  agitans  and 
in  one  of  severe  traumatic  neurosis,  the  bromipin 
produced  no  effect  whatsoever.  The  author  asks  : 
I  bromipin  destined  to  displace  potassium  bro- 
mide in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy?  This  question 
cannot  be  answered  in  a  categorical  manner,  but 
the  author  is  convinced  that  bromipin  p 
a  real  antiepileptic  action,  probably  equal  and  in 
certain  cases  perhaps  even  superior  to  thai  of  the 


alkaline  bromides.  He  also  emphasizes  the  fa- 
vorable effect  of  bromipin  on  nutrition. — Bull. 
dc  la  Societe  de  Medecine  mentale  de  Belgique, 

1903,  No.  113. 

♦ 

Neurotic  Condition  in   Women. 

Professor  Charles  J.  Vaughan,  Chair  of  Gyne- 
cology, Atlanta  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, writes :  "  Neuralgia  constitutes  the  great 
cause  of  danger  from  the  employment  of  hypnot- 
ics and  narcotics,  which  only  afford  relief  by 
numbing;  but  effect  no  cure.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  formation  of  a  drug  habit  rather  aggravates 
the  condition  from  which  relief  was  originally 
sought.  Neurasthenia,  neuralgia,  and  other  man- 
ifestations, either  of  an  active  or  passive  charac- 
ter, are  common  and  are  always  peculiarly  rebel- 
lious to  treatment.  Cerebro-nervous  affections 
peculiar  to  women  associated  with  pathological 
disturbances  of  the  reproductive  organs  are  le- 
gion, and  most  trying  to  physician  and  patient.  I 
have  found  nothing  so  well  suited  to  these  cases 
as  antikamnia  tablets,  administered  in  doses  of 
from  one  to  three  tablets  and  repeated  every  one, 
two  or  three  hours  according  to  the  attendant's 
judgment.  These  tablets  afford  complete  relief 
without  fostering  a  drug  habit  and  their  exhibi- 
tion is  attended  with  no  unpleasant  after-effects. 
For  the  relief  of  painful  menstruation  there  is  no 
combination  of  remedies  so  generally  successful 
as  antikamnia  and  codeine  tablets.  Their  seda- 
tive, analgesic  and  anodyne  properties  especially 
commend  them  in  the  neuralgic  and  congestive 
forms  of  this  distressing  affection." 
♦ 

Cholera  infantum. 

"  I  have  many  such  cases  in  which  peptenzyme 
has  worked  the  same  way  in  stopping  vomiting 
and  purging.  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  the 
preparation  that,  when  I  see  a  child  in  this  stage, 
I  tell  the  parents  that  after  one  or  two  doses  of 
this  preparation  the  vomiting  will  cease.  So  far 
I  have  yet  to  hear  of  my  first  failure  with  pepten- 
zvme." 

M.  D.,  New  York. 

'"  I  have  been  especially  pleased  with  pepten- 
zyme in  cases  of  cholera  infantum.  I  have  had 
no  trouble  in  controlling  vomiting  and  diarrhea 
and  bring  my  little  patients  out  of  danger  in  about 
one-half  the  time  usually  taken  to  cure  such 
cases." 

,  U.  D.,  Illinois. 

♦ 

Items  of  Interest. 

— Brainfag,  from  worry,  overwork  or  excesses 
of  various  kinds,  is  quickly  relieved  by  the  use  of 
•celerina,  in  teaspoonful  doses  three  times  a  daw 

— Dr.  John  Zenner  of  Goessel,  Kan.,  says,  "  In 
■cystitis  nothing  gives  better  results.  In  forty- 
-eight  hours  it  clears  up  the  stringy,  tenacious, 
mucous-loaded  urine  and  ameliorates  the  tenes- 
mus, irritability,  etc.  Cystogen  is  always  on  my 
shelves." 


— Bruises,  sprains,  and  abrasions  consequent 
upon  tennis,  golf,  mountain  climbing  and  other 
outdoor  sports  are  prevalent  at  this  season.  In- 
fected wounds  are  frequent  and  disabling.  Coun- 
try life  also  brings  the  results  of  contact  with 
poison-ivy,  poison-oak  and  the  various  venomous 
insects  with  their  characteristic  weapons  of  of- 
fense. In  all  these  cases  the  physician's  first 
thought  should  be  antiphlogistine.  It  reduces  in- 
flammation of  all  sorts  better  and  more  quickly 
than  any  other  application,  while  for  poisoned 
wounds  and  dermatitis  venenata  it  is  almost  a 
specific. 

— "  In  my  hospital  work  I  have  for  several 
years  been  using  Abbott's  saline  laxative.  It  is 
an  effervescent  preparation  of  C.  P.  magnesium 
sulphate  and  affords  an  ideal  method  of  admin- 
istering this  remedy.  Nothing  has  ever  taken  the 
place  of  magnesium  sulphate  for  thoroughly 
cleansing  out  the  bowels,  but  the  disagreeable 
taste  and  nauseating  effect  made  it  highly  objec- 
tionable to  delicate  stomachs.  This  is  entirely 
overcome  by  the  preparation  above  named,  form- 
ing as  it  does  a  refrigerant  and  not  unpleasant 
drink." — Charles  W.  Oviatt,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to 
St.  Mary"s  Hospital,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

— As  an  antiferment,  to  correct  disorders  of 
digestion,  and  to  counteract  the  intestinal  putre- 
factive processes  in  the  summer  diarrheas  of  chil- 
dren, listerine  possesses  great  advantage  over 
other  antiseptics  in  that  it  may  be  administered 
freely,  being  non-toxic,  non-irritant  and  non- 
escharotic :  furthermore,  its  genial  compatibility 
with  syrups,  elixirs,  and  other  standard  remedies 
of  the  Materia  Medica,  renders  it  an  acceptable 
and  efficient  agent  in  the  treatment  of  diseases 
produced  by  the  fermentation  of  food,  tke  de- 
composition of  organic  matter,  the  endo-develop- 
ment  of  fetid  gases,  and  the  presence  or  attack 
of  low  forms  of  microzoic  life. 

An  interesting  pamphlet  relating  to  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  this  character  may  be  had 
upon  application  to  the  manufacturers  of  lister- 
ine, the  Lambert  Pharmacal  Co.,  St.  Louis. 

— It  is  interesting  to  watch  the  huge  crowds 
and  notice  the  satisfied  expressions  of  delight  on 
the  patrons'  faces  as  they  leave  the  Mont  Pelee 
building  at  Coney  Island,  and  there  is  no  room 
for  doubt  but  that  they  have  been  pleased, 
thrilled,  startled  and  surprised  at  the  showing  of 
the  most  elaborate  and  costly  electric  scenic  pro- 
duction ever  introduced  in  this  country,  or,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  the  world. 

In  recent  years  nothing  has  proven  more  start- 
ling tkan  the  eruption  of  Mont  Pelee  on  the  Is- 
land of  Martinique,  which  wiped  out  of  existence 
the  beautiful,  picturesque,  old  city-  of  St.  Pierre. 

To-day  you  can  witness  this  mountain  pouring 
forth  its  burning  destruction  without  fear  or  in- 
jury. It  is  indeed  a  magnificent  electrical  and 
scenic  display  without  an  equal.  It  is  enough  to 
sav  that  this  grand  educational  institution  is 
under  the  same  management  as  the  great  Johns- 
town Flood,  which  is  sufficient  guarantee  of  its 
worth  and  merit. 
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GOING  TO  AFRICA— SIR? 

HAVE  you  made  up  your  mind  to  go  to  South 
Africa,  where,  we  arc  informed,  the  natives 
yel  remaining,  after  their  boody  experience  • 
few  years  ago,  are  largely  homeopathic, — and 
homeopathic  physicians  are  exceedingly  scarce? 
Why  not  ? 


WE  need  your  room  in  the  village  or  town  or 
city  in  which  you  are  now  located,  eating 
away  our  share  <<i  the  medical 
loaves  and  drinking  our  lemon- 
ade and  thim 

[F  von  don't  like  it  in  Africa 
after  you  have  tried  it  on 
for  a  space  of  time,  why,  gird 
up  your  loins  with  a  kummer- 
bund  and  go  into  the  diamond 
mine-  and  gel  rich  quick  :  or  you 
might  secure  a  sinker's  situation 
on  the  (.'ape  to  Cairo  Railway 
when  the  latter  company  is 
completed. 


THERE  are.  therefore,  as  you 
see.  many  opportunities  of 
making  a  good  living  down  in 
South  Africa,  without  the  em- 
barrassment of  acknowledging 
your  defeat  by  going  into  the 
motoring  and  conductoring  busi- 
ness in  your  own  well-known 
city  or  country.  Besides,  in  our 
State  or  city  or  village  you  are 
merely  in  the  way,  and  delaying 
for  us  that  happy  and  long- 
li  m  iked- forward-to  moment  when 
Linspecialist  though  we 
are.  shall  he  able  to  frighten  the 
civilized  natives  half  out  of  their 
wits,  and  the  poultry  of  their 
tail  feathers,  with  our  gasoline 
wagon  and  chiffonier,  the  while 
evoking  the  admiring  comment 
of  the  listening  neighbor-women- 
folk, who  would  judge  of  ns  and 
our  supereminent  ability  as 
physician  and  surgeon  mainly  by 
our  ability  to  have  and  to  hold  a 
noisy  devil-wagon  done  in  ma- 
roon and  brass. 


PLEASE  hurry  up  and  go  to  South  Africa. 
We  will  write  you  a  nice  letter  oi  recom- 
mendation on  our  professional  letter-head  to  IV 
Wet  or  to  Cronje  or  any  other  of  the  former 
great  men  of  the  Boers,  <>r  strain  any  other  point 
in  your  behalf  if  you  will  but  leave  this  district 
to  us.      We  need  the  monev. 
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Condacted  by  J.    WILFORD    ALLEN,    M.    D.,  no  West 

I2th  Street,   New   York. 

References  in  thU  department  are    made    by  number.     (See   issues   of 
January  or  December  eacli   year.) 


Colchlcum  in  Gout. 

Dr.  Carmichael  20  says :  I  have  employed 
Merck's  colchicine  2x  tablets.  I  prefer  tablets 
containing  1-100  gr.  to  the  3.x  because  they  are 
more  exact  in  the  quantity  of  drug  contained. 
Colchicine  is  soluble  in  water,  alcohol,  and  chloro- 
form. I  dissolve  one  tablet  of  the  2x  in  from 
five  to  ten  teaspoonfuls  of  water ;  of  this,  a  tea- 
spoonful  (which  thus  approximates  1-500  or  1- 
1000  of  a  gr. )  is  given  every  one,  two  or  four 
hours,  as  required.  Solution  in  water  seems  to 
be  more  active  than  in  alcohol.  It  is  well  to 
direct  thorough  stirring  before  taking  each  dose. 
In  two  of  my  cases,  where  the  patients  seemed  to 
be  specially  susceptible  to  the  drug,  active  emesis 
occurred,  which  subsided  on  withholding  the 
medicine.  In  these  cases  the  subsidence  of  the 
swelling  and  inflammation  in  the  joints  was  very 
rapid. 

In  the  case  of  the  feeble  or  aged,  a  tablet  of 
the  2x  of  colchicine  should  be  dissolved  in  not 
less  than  ten  teaspoonfuls  of  water,  and  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  mixture  (after  thorough  stirring) 
given  every  two  to  four  hours. 

The  similarity  of  colchicum  to  the  joint  pains 
of  gout  suggests  its  use  also  in  acute  articular 
rheumatism  ;  and  experience  proves  its  value  in 
this  disease. 

Echinacea. 

A  writer  in  the  Wis.  Med.  Journal  believes  that 
in  puerperal  septicaemi  echinacea  will  do  more 
tlian  any  other  remedy.  It  does  not  only  have  an 
alterative  antiseptic  influence  in  this  disease,  but 
decided  sedative  influence  as  well.  Small-pox, 
measles,  scarlatina,  and  diphtheria  are  generally 
successfully  treated  by  this  remedy,  especially 
small-pox  and  measles.  The  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  scarlatina  and  diphtheria  with  echinacea 
has  been  varied.  Typhoid  feved,  pernicious  ma- 
larial fever  and  all  septic  fevers  are  greatly  bene- 
fited or  cured  by  echinacea.  It  acts  as  an  intestinal 
antiseptic  in  typhoid  fever.  For  snake  bites  and 
the  bites  and  stings  of  all  reptiles  this  is  our  best 
remedy.  In  these  conditions  it  should  be  used 
both  externally  and  internally.  Carbuncles  can 
be  cured  by  the  internal  and  external  use  of  it. 
Tuberculosis  can,  in  most  instances,  be  benefited 
by  this  remedy. 

It  will  eradicate  boils  when  they  come  in  suc- 
cessive crops.  It  should  be  used  for  several 
weeks  for  this  purpose.  A  combination  of 
echinacea  and  olive  oil  is  useful  in  burns  and 
scalds. 

In  congestion  of  the  stomach  when  the  mucous 


membranes  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  and  throat  are 
covered  with  a  dirty,  slimy,  pasty  coat,  and  the 
entire  system  gives  an  impression  of  dirt,  it  is 
curative.  Suppurative  eczema  with  yellowish 
ichorous,  glutinous  discharge  readily  yields  to  it. 

Adonis  Vernalis. 

Regarding  this  important  remedy.  Dr.  A.  L. 
Blackwood  17  says :  It  is  indicated  when  there  is 
a  failing  or  broken  cardiac  compensation.  The 
arterial  tension  is  lowered  and  cardiac  dropsy  is 
present,  the  function  of  the  kidneys  is  interfered 
with,  and  anasarca  results.  The  urine  is  scanty. 
the  urea  is  deficient,  there  is  great  dyspnoea,  and 
the  pulse  is  irregular.  There  is  often  a  headache, 
the  pain  extending  from  the  occiput  around  the 
temples  to  the  eyes  and  across  the  front. 

It  is  useful  in  hydrothorax,  ascites,  and  ana- 
sarca when  they  are  dependent  upon  a  chronic 
dilatation  of  the  heart  or  valvular  disease. 

It  is  of  service  in  cases  of  mitral  and  aortic 
regurgitation,  when  there  is  a  precordial  pain 
with  painful  throbbing  of  the  blood  vessels  and 
headache.  It  has  a  sedative  action  upon  the 
heart.  It  relieves  the  sense  of  increased  intra- 
cardiac pressure,  and  is  useful  in  interstitial  myo- 
carditis when  there  is  irregularity  of  the  heart 
action,  with  dyspnoea  and  dropsy.  The  cases  of 
aortic  regurgitation  in  which  it  appears  to  answer 
best,  are  those  in  which  the  lesion  is  due  either  to 
a  traumatic  rupture  of  the  valve,  to  a  chronic 
aortitis,  or  where  it  has  arisen  independently  of 
rheumatic  endocarditis. 

Notwithstanding  its  prompt  and  energetic  ac- 
tion, this  remedy  may  be  administered  in  patho- 
logical conditions  where  digitalis,  if  given  at  all, 
should  be  administered  only  with  the  utmost  care. 
This  refers  to  fatty  degenerations  of  the  heart, 
pericarditis,  simple  hypertrophy,  and  certain 
atheromatous  conditions.  Its  diuretic  action  in 
health  is  limited,  while  in  disease  it  influences  the 
©edematous  conditions,  and  produces  diuresis,  es- 
pecially when  the  arterial  tension  is  low. 

It  should  be  studied  when  the  heart  failure  is 
secondary  to  disease  of  the  kidneys. 

Compare  digitalis,  strophanthus,  Crataegus. 

Ferrum  in  Deltoid  Rheumatism. 

Dr.  Oscar  E.  Boericke  6  records  the  following 
case:  Mr.  K..  52,  widower,  book  agent,  dark 
complexioned,  well  preserved,  mentally  and 
physically.  Weight  160  pounds.  Retrospective 
tendency.  Nervous  temperament.  Always  tem- 
perate. General  health  exceptionally  good.  For 
ten  days  has  noticed  an  uncomfortable  feeling 
about  the  left  shoulder  and  arm,  which  he  at- 
tributed to  carrying  a  heavy  valise  filled  with 
books,  and  ignored  it  till  he  was  obliged  to  seek 
for  relief.  He  now  describes  the  pain  as  con- 
stant, dull,  drawing,  benumbing  or  asleep  char- 
acter, extending  from  the  fleshy  part  of  the  left 
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shoulder  round  to  the  upper  scapula,  ami  down 
the  arm  even  to  the  elbow.  At  times  a  painful 
shock  caused  him  to  wince.  There  was  a  sure. 
battered  feeling,  with  complete  inability  to  n 
the  limb.  He  dreaded  contact,  touch,  or  jar.  He 
was  very  had  at  night.  He  became  depressed,  ir- 
ritable, disinclined  to  mingle  with  his  family. 
His  appetite  became  impaired,  bowels  costive, 
and  he  had  vague  rheumatic  pains  in  the  hip  and 
knee.  Ferrum  met.  3X  was  prescribed,  one  tablet 
every  four  hours.  Restrictions  in  meat  and 
carbohydrates,  copious  drinking  of  pure  watei 
and  night,  to  be  continued  for  ten  days.  In  five 
days  there  was  much  improvement.  He  could 
dress  unassisted,  though  coldness  and  numbness 
persisted.  Ferrum  met.  6  was  given  morning 
and  not,  to  be  continued  for  ten  days.  In  rive 
days  he  was  well  and  able  to  carry  his  valise, 
50  pounds  in  weight.  (Hahnemannian  Monthly, 
December,  1903.  p.  959.)  With  this  case  com- 
pare one  of  neuritis  of  the  left  deltoid,  recorded 
by  Dr.  Stonham,  treated  by  ferrum  met.  30. 

Arnica. 

Dr.  M.  E.  Douglas 15  sums  up  an  excellent 
article  on  this  drug  as  follows  : 

General  Analysis. — Arnica  acts  especially  on 
the  muscular  and  cellular  tissues  and  tendons, 
producing  conditions  quite  similar  to  those  re- 
sulting from  injuries,  falls,  blows,  etc.,  both 
external  and  internal,  even  to  traumatic  fever 
and  septicaemia,  by  purulent  infection.  It  also 
acts  upon  the  capillaries,  stimulating  their  ab- 
sorbent power,  especially  after  having  been  weak- 
ened by  external  injuries.  Through  the  motor 
nerve  it  affects  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  causing 
spinal  irritation  and  its  attendant  evils,  paralysis, 
etc.  In  the  digestive  tract  it  produces  irritation 
and  a  low-  inflammatory  condition,  giving  rise  on 
the  one  hand  to  dyspeptic  symptoms,  and  on  the 
other  to  typhoid  conditions.  A  bruised,  sore  feel- 
ing is  its  leading  peculiarity. 

Guiding  symptoms. — Great  heat  in  head,  with 
cold  body. 

Putrid  smell  from  mouth. 

Eructations  bitter,  and  like  rotten  eggs. 

Offensive  flatus;  smelling  like  rotten  eggs. 

Involuntary  stool    at  night  when  asleep. 

Diarrhea  resembling  brown  yeast. 

Weary,  bruised,  sure;  great  weakness;  must 
lie  down,  yet  bed  feels  too  hard. 

Shivering  over  whole  body  and  head,  at  same 
time  heat  in  head  and  redness  and  heat  in  face; 
cold  hands ;  hips,  back  and  arms  feel  bruised. 

Bad  effects,  even  inflammations,  from  me- 
chanical injuries,  falls,  bruises,  and  contusions. 

Nux,  Opium,  and  Thuja  in  Intestinal  Obstruction. 

Xux  vomica  is  good  in  cases  of  obstruction 
resulting  from  orange  seeds,  prune  pits,  coin,  or 
indigestible  food  becoming  impacted  in  the  small 
intestines,  and  causing  great  pain  in  forcing  its 


way  downward.  In  Mich  cases,  when  the  pains 
return  every  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  minutes,  and 
are  always  felt  at  the  point  of  obstruction,  with 
ineffectual  urging  to  stool,  mix  will  nearly  always 
relieve.  If  the  patient  has  been  tortured  with 
pills,  castor  oil,  or  "salts."  mix  will  often,  but 
not  always,  be  the  remedy.  I  lering.  in  his  "  (  add- 
ing Symptoms,"  i^ives  a  case  of  inguinal  hernia 
on  the  left  side,  irreducible  by  skillful  manipula- 
tion, with  vomiting  of  much  faecal  matter  and 
singultus,  cured  by  nux.  In  those  cases  when 
the  patient  cannot  get  out  of  bed  on  the  right 
side,  but  must  crawl  to  the  left  side  of  the  bed 
to  get  out,  on  account  of  great  pain  in  the  ileo- 
caecal  region,  nux  is  the  remedy. 

(  Jpium  may  be  used  when  the  bowels  have 
become  constipated,  or  obstructed,  from  inactivity 
of  the  intestines,  from  ileus,  or  from  paresis  of 
intestines;  in  those  cases  where  the  most  active 
purgatives  have  lost  their  power,  or  when  there 
is  decreased  peristalic  motion,  when  the  stools 
are  hard,  round  black  balls.  In  cases  of  intussus- 
ception, when  there  is  an  open  anus,  and  a  black, 
slimy  mucus  or  bloody  discharge,  opium  is 
needed.  In  ileus,  when  there  is  stercora 
vomiting,  opium  will  often  bring  the  case  to  a  suc- 
iful    issue   and   obviate  an   operation. 

(  )pium  is  useful  in  those  cases  of  rectal  ob- 
struction where  the  rectum  is  packed  with  faeces, 
and  the  alvine  evacuation  oozes  down  over  or 
around  the  impaction  in  black,  slimy,  watery  pas- 
sages, having  the  appearance  of  diarrhea.  Digi- 
tal examination  will  reveal  the  trouble,  and  after 
the  rectum  is  emptied,  opium  will  do  much  to  re- 
mi  \  e  the  after  symptoms.  When  the  pain  is  more 
in  the  umbilical  region,  and  the  colic  pains  are 
violent,  although  transient,  give  opium.  It  is 
good,  also,  for  nervous  and  irritable  patients. 

Thuja  is  for  sycotic  cases  so-called.  I  have 
found  it  useful  for  patients  where  the  face  indi- 
cates obstruction  of  the  biliary  ducts,  and  it  is 
efficacious  in  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  and  in 
occlusion  of  the  bowels.  Jahr  recommends  thuja 
for  cutting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium  ;  for  dis- 
tention of  the  abdomen,  as  if  the  intestine-,  were 
constricted  in  the  umbilical  region;  for  indura- 
tions in  the  abdomen.  To  the  illustrious  Boen- 
ninghausen  are  we  indebted  for  the  characteristic 
symptom,  "  the  uncovered  parts  of  the  body  were 
bathed  in  perspiration,  while  the  covered  parts 
were  dry  and  warm."  Thuja  has  helped  me  in 
ten  or  twelve  cases  of  ileus,  or  obstruction,  or 
appendicitis,  as  it  is  the  proper  thing  to  call  it 
now,  and  in  nearly  every  case  1  was  guided  by 
the  characteristic  symptom  given  above. 

Ficus  Re/igiosa. 

Dr.    Sarat    Chandra    Ghose 5   of    Calcutta    has 
proven    this    remedy,    which    is    native    in    India, 
where  it  is  known  as  Ashwathya.     Forty  di 
of  the  tincture  of  the  fresh  leave-  produced  fre- 
quent desire  to  urinate  with  the  p 
urine.      It   also   caused    an    inclination   to   coug'i 
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with  expectoration  of  blood.  In  another  prover 
it  produced,  in  doses  of  20  drops,  dysentery  and 
menorrhagia.  The  blood  was  bright  red.  When 
given  to  a  dog,  it  produced  vomiting  of  bright 
red  blood.  This  remedy  has  been  used  with 
success  in :  haematemesis,  haematuria,  menor- 
rhagia, metrorrhagia,  haemoptysis,  bloody  dysen- 
tery, bleeding  piles  and  epistaxis.  It  seems  to 
have  an  almost  magical  power  to  stop  haemor- 
rhage. 

Two  Cases  of  Phosphorus  Poisoning." 

1.  A  servant  girl,  six  weeks  pregnant.  She 
had  taken  phosphorus  internally  from  two 
bunches  of  matches,  which  failed  to  produce  abor- 
tion, and  four  days  later  took  the  phosphorus 
from  another  bunch.  During  the  following  night 
the  ovum  was  expelled.  Soon  afterward,  symp- 
toms of  poisoning  appeared,  icterus,  etc.,  and  the 
patient  died  seven  days  after  the  first  dose  of 
poison. 

2.  A  servant  girl.  She  had  previously  taken 
phosphorus  to  produce  abortion,  with  successful 
results.  In  the  second  month  of  pregnancy  she 
took  the  phosphorus  from  half  a  bunch  of 
matches  daily  for  eight  days.  Altogether,  she 
had  taken  phosphorus  from  four  bunches.  The 
ovum  was  expelled  in  the  night  after  the  last 
dose.  She  did  not  become  ill,  and  was  able  to 
perform  her  usual  work. 

In  September,  1899,  she  became  again  preg- 
nant, and  in  October  took  phosphorus  from  three 
bunches  of  matches  without  feeling  any  ill-effects, 
and  also  without  producing  abortion.  A  month 
later  she  took  the  same  quantity  of  phosphorus 
again.  Uterine  hemorrhage  appeared  about  four- 
teen days  later,  and  the  patient  then  aborts  1. 
She  began  to  vomit,  had  icterus,  albuminuria, 
ami  other  symptoms  of  phosphorus  poisoning. 
These  symptoms,  however,  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  left  the  hospital  well,  after  about  three 
weeks. 

Thuja. 

Regarding  the  mental  symptoms  of  this  drug 
Dr.  Millie  J.  Chapman  12  says :  The  thuja  patient 
exhibits  a  hurried,  impatient  manner,  talks  hur- 
riedly. His  movements  are  unnaturally  active. 
His  temper  is  easily  aroused.  Trifles  make  him 
angry,  depressed,  sad,  irritable.  Music  causes 
weeping.  Discontent,  loathing  of  life.  There  is 
a  form  of  insanity  or  mania  where  the  patient  has 
fixed  ideas.  One  is  that  he  is  made  of  some 
brittle  substance,  and  he  avoids  personal  contact 
lest  he  should  be  broken.  Another  has  sensation 
of  living  child  in  her  abdomen.  It  has  produced 
favorable  results  in  cases  of  pseudocyesis. 

Better  than  Soothing  Syrup. 

Dr.  Oliver  H.  Paxson  reports  the  case  of  a  baby 
M..  born  in  July,  1902;  birth  normal  and  breast- 
fed. Ever  since  its  birth  it  has  had,  more  or 
less,  trouble  with  its  digestion  ;  in  consequence  of 


which  it  was  having  from  eight  to  ten  stools 
daily.  In  fact,  as  the  mother  reported  it.  "  every 
napkin  was  soiled  "  as  they  were  taken  off.  The 
day  of  first  visit,  Nov.  15th,  there  were  five  stools 
between  morning  and  afternoon. 

The  stools  were  green,  watery,  and  very  ex- 
coriating; so  much  so,  that  the  seat  of  the  babe 
was  red  and  greatly  irritated. 

Some  urging  with  stool,  and  stool  with  each 
nursing. 

The  most  troublesome  condition,  to  the  family, 
was  that  it  hardly  ever  slept,  and  was  screaming 
all  the  time  when  not  asleep.  It  was  so  vociferous 
that  it  disturbed  the  neighbors  as  well. 

When  it  did  sleep  for  a  short  time,  it  would 
waken  with  a  start  and  scream.     Xo  vomiting. 

It  was  well  nourished,  plump,  but  rather  pale, 
with  bright  eyes.  Mother  of  the  baby  well  nour- 
ished, eating  well  and  with  plenty  of  milk.  It 
had  been  so  persistent  in  its  crying  that  it  had 
earned  the  reputation  of  being  "  a  bad  baby." 
Constant  treatment  based  upon  this  idea  had  not 
been  successful.  Nov.  18th,  like  a  transformation 
scene,  the  cross  and  crying  baby  had  become  a 
good,  smiling,  lovable  child ;  had  slept  from  9.30 
p.  m.,  until  5  a.  m.,  without  waking.  Stools 
twice  in  the  day.  and  natural  in  color.  Bella- 
donna had  been  administered. 

Chamomilla—Cina  :  A  Comparison. 

W.  A.  Swan,  M.  D.1  The  similarity  of  these 
remedies  did  not  impress  itself  on  my  mind  until 
recently.  In  a  case  in  a  child  of  3,  diagnosed  as 
intestinal  irritation,  cina  was  given  for  some 
time  with  no  permanent  improvement.  Chamo- 
milla  was  given  later,  resulting  in  an  immediate 
change  for  the  better — and  entire  relief  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  leading  symptoms  were  these : 
Cross,  fussy,  wants  to  be  held  all  the  time ;  face 
flushed,  especially  cheeks,  with  paleness  around 
the  mouth  and  dark  rings  under  the  eyes ;  no 
appetite.  Bowels  sluggish — no  stool  without  an 
enema — and  then  dry,  hard,  and  expelled  with 
difficulty.  Complains  of  pain  in  abdomen,  but 
was  so  frightened  of  the  doctor  that  I  could  not 
touch  her.  Sleep  was  very  good.  Xo  thirst  at 
any  time. 

Now  both  remedies  have  irritability  and  pee- 
vishness— but  chamomilla  wants  to  be  carried. 
cina  to  be  let  alone.  The  face  in  this  case  was 
more  the  cina  face,  for  the  chamomilla  patient 
has  a  face  red  all  over,  while  the  paleness  and 
thinness  is  marked  under  cina.  Both  remedies 
tend  toward  diarrhea  rather  than  constipation ; 
both  have  more  or  less  pain  and  griping  in  ab- 
domen;  both  have  restless  sleep;  this  child  slept 
well.  Both  remedies  are  thirsty — there  was  little 
thirst  in  this  case. 

A  study  of  these  symptoms  will  show  two 
characteristics,  the  disposition  of  chamomilla  and 
the  face  of  cina.  Cina  relieved,  chamomilla 
cured.  The  mental  symptoms  should  always  have 
preference. 
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Appendicitis    During    the    Lyirv#-in.     Operation.     Recovery. 

BY   HUDSON   D.   BISHOP.   M  D.,  CLEVELAND,   OHIO. 


The  following  case  is  of  clinical  interest  from 
the  fact  that  the  disease  developed  during  the 
time  thai  the  obstetrician  is  on  the  lookout  for  a 

puerperal  infection,  and,  also,  that  the  symptoms 
were  at  no  time  as  marked  as  one  would  expect 
from  the  conditions  found  at  ope; 

Mrs.  P.,  set.  21,  primapara.  Mad  been  con- 
stipated for  years.  Several  times  previous  to  preg- 
nancy, and  twice  during  pregnancy,  she  had  had 
attack-  1  1  abdominal  pain  of  several  hours'  dura- 
tion, hut  never  of  sufficient  severity  to  confine 
her  to  her  bed.  These  attacks  of  pain  had  not 
been  accompanied  h\  vomiting,  and  as  near  as  I 
could  learn  from  her.  had  never  been  localized. 
For  some  time  previous  to  pregnancy,  and  also 
during  pregnancy,  there  had  existed  a  very 
marked  polyuria,  the  amount  of  urine  averaging 
it  four  quarts  during  the  time  she  was  under 
my  observation,  which  was  from  the  sixth  month. 
I  had  never  seen  her  during  one  of  these  attacks 
of  pain,  but  she  stated  that  the  amount  of  urine 
was  always  increased  during  their  continuance. 
Gestation  was  otherwise  normal,  there  being  no 
s\  mptoms  of  toxaemia  or  renal  disease. 

During  the  twenty-four  hours  preceding  labor, 
she  complained  of  paroxysmal  abdominal  and 
lumbar  pains,  which  were  probably  due  to  the 
onset  of  labor.  She  stated  afterwards  that  they 
were  not  at  all  similar  to  her  previous  attacks  of 
pain.  Labor  was  very  slow  and  almost  power- 
less, it  being  necessary  to  use  manual  dilatation 
of  the  cervix,  and  delivery  was  made  with  for- 
ceps.  At  this  time,  4  a.  m..  her  temperature  was 
normal.  The  temperature  for  the  next  three  days 
ranged  from  normal  in  the  morning  to  ioo°  F.  at 
night.  Her  general  condition  was  good,  the 
lochia  normal,  and  nothing  was  thought  of  this 
lit  rise  of  temperature.  On  the  evening  of 
the  second  day  after  labor,  she  complained  of 
pain  in  the  right  side,  which  was  entirely  relieved 
b)  an  enema.  This  pain  returned  on  the  third 
and  fourth  days,  and  was  relieved  in  the  same 
way,  each  enema  bringing  away  a  large  fcecal 
stool.  l~p  to  this  time  I  had  thought  the  pain 
was  nothing  unusual,  and  was  due  partly  to  the 
traumatism  of  labor,  and  partly  to  incarcerated 
gas,  on  account  of  the  constipation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  the  tempera- 
ture was  1010  F.,  and  suspecting  an  infection,  I 


made  a  careful  examination.  I  had  not  thought 
of  the  possibility  of  an  appendicitis,  and  was  sur- 
prised to  find  an  indurated  mass  in  the  right 
iliac  fossa  with  .slight  tenderness  over  Mcl'.ur- 
ney's  point,  and  some  rigidity  of  the  abdominal 
muscles  mi  the  right  side.  I  diagnosed  appen- 
dicitis, and  operated  during  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day.  1  confess  that  the  conditions  did  nut 
seem  to  demand  baste  in  operating,  and  I  hesi- 
tated about  doing  so,  but  1  followed  my  belief 
that  operation  should  be  made  as  soon  as  the 
diagnosis   is  made. 

The  operation  revealed  a  pus  cast',  the  ab- 
scess walled  off,  but  its  walls  so  thin  that  rupture 
took  place  while  outlining  its  extent.  The  ap- 
pendix had  completely  sloughed  off  at  its  base, 
leaving  a  large  opening  in  the  caecum,  bully  1 
pint  of  pus  was  evacuated.  The  abscess  cavity 
was  flushed  with  salt  solution,  the  patient  being 
turned  on  the  right  side.  Nothing  was  done 
further  than  enlarge  the  opening  in  the  ah-, 
wall  sufficient  to  place  a  large  Mikulicz  drain 
which  filled  the  abscess  cavity. 

ddie  following  morning  a  septic  general  peri- 
tonitis had  developed  with  temperature  103  1-'.. 
hiccough,  vomiting,  tympanites,  etc.  The  gauze 
strips  were  removed  from  the  drain,  and  continu- 
ous irrigation  of  the  abdominal  cavity  with  nor- 
mal salt  solution  was  made  for  three  hours,  from 
8  a.  m.  to  11  a.  m.  The  symptoms  of  peritonitis 
disappeared  by  evening  of  that  day.  the  evening 
temperature  being  99  F.  The  Mikulicz  drain 
was  continued  for  one  week,  and  gauze  strips 
thereafter  until  the  faecal  fistula  had  closed.  The 
patient  made  an  uninterrupted  recovery,  and  was 
discharged   three   weeks  after  the  operation. 

An  interesting  and  unexplained  feature  of  the 
case  was  that  the  polyuria  ceased  before  she  left 
the  hosnital. 

Comments. 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  time  when  the  attack  oi 
appendicitis  began.  The  pains  felt  during  the 
day  preceding  labor  might  have  originated  partly 
from  an  inflammation  in  the  appendix,  but  the 
real  symptoms  which  were  referred  to  the 
region  of  the  appendix  were  not  present  until 
the  evening  of  the  second  day  after  labor.  Even 
then,  the  symptom  of  pain  was  the  only  on. 
which  the  patient  complained. 
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The  fact  that  this  case  of  appendicitis  was  al- 
lowed to  go  on  to  abscess  formation  without 
diagnosis  was  a  serious  error  on  my  part,  and  it 
should  emphasize  the  importance  of  an  early 
and  careful  examination  of  a  parturient  woman 
to  determine  the  cause  of  slight  elevations  of 
temperature  and  presence  of  pain  during  the 
puerperium.  It  has  always  been  my  practice 
heretofore  to  ignore  a  temperature  below  ioo°  F. 
after  labor.  Had  I  examined  the  patient,  instead 
of  deciding  off-hand  that  all  she  needed  was  an 
enema,  I  might  have  made  an  earlier  diagnosis. 

The  history  of  the  case  after  operation  shows 
the  value  of  early  irrigation  of  the  abdominal 
cavity  with  salt  solution  in  cases  of  septic  post- 
operative peritonitis.  I  am  sure  that  this  case 
would  have  been  one  of  the  fulminating  post- 
operative type  had  the  irrigation  been  delayed 
for  twelve  hours.  It  was  the  first  successful  ex- 
perience I  had  had  with  this  treatment,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  previous  failures  were  due 
entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  treatment  was  too 
long  delayed. 

764  Rose  Building. 

♦       ♦ 

Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  in  Children* 

BY  EYRES   MOIR,    M.   D., 
Physician  to  the  London  Homeopathic  Hospital. 

Few  can  see  much  of  hospital  work  without 
being  aware  of  the  gravity  of  rheumatic  disease 
of  the  heart  as  a  factor  in  the  death  rate,  and  also 
that  in  the  poorer  classes,  after  the  first  attack, 
the  sufferers  are  heavily  handicapped  in  the 
struggle  for  existence ;  in  fact,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  cases,  after  repeated  attacks,  succumb  be- 
fore reaching  maturity. 

We  have  seen  in  late  years  the  good  that  is 
being  done  by  the  crusade  against  tuberculosis, 
and  there  is  just  as  much  need  for  a  crusade 
against  acute  rheumatism,  which,  in  some  ways, 
is  a  more  distressing  malady,  and  yet  is  just  as 
preventable. 

Acute  rheumatism  has  been  too  much  looked 
upon  as  a  multiple  arthritis,  instead  of  a  specific 
infection,  in  which  the  joints,  the  heart,  or  the 
brain  may  be  attacked. 

While  in  adults  the  joints  are  most  frequently 
affected,  in  the  large  proportion  of  cases  in  chil- 
dren it  is  the  heart  and  pericardium  that  suffer. 

As  to  the  insidious  nature  of  the  onset  there  is 

*  Section  of    Materia    Medica   and    Therapeutics,     British 
Homeopathic  Society. 


'no  need  to  dwell ;  we  see  too  many  cases  of  un- 
suspected heart  trouble  among  the  out-patients. 
My  own  experience  in  the  wards  has  been  that, 
while  in  a  first  attack  in  a  person  of  over  25  it  is 
rare  to  get  the  heart  attacked,  in  those  under 
15  years  of  age  few  escape  without  more  or  less 
permanent  mischief  to  the  valves  or  pericardium. 

We  have,  at  present,  no  reasons  that  can  ex- 
plain why  the  heart  in  children  should  be  so 
much  more  susceptible  to  the  poison  than  in 
adults,  but  I  have  lately  been  tabulating  some 
cases  that  I  think  bear  upon  this.  I  have  been 
struck,  in  a  good  many  cases,  where  rapid 
growth  is  going, on,  with  the  evidence  of  a  very 
feeble  heart's  action  and  weak  circulation — as  if 
the  heart  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  general  body 
growth — thus  I  have  notes  in  several  cases 
where  the  pulse  rate  was  only  52  (instead  of  80 
to  90)  with  very  low  tension ;  and  an  organ  in 
such  a  feeble  state  must  be  much  more  suscepti- 
ble to  the  poison  than  when  there  is  a  strong 
and  active  circulation. 

It  is  also  hard  to  say  whether  our  remedies  do 
much  in  preventing  heart  troubles,  for,  taking  the 
last  forty-seven  cases  admitted,  in  only  two  (one 
at  3  years  old )  is  the  attack  stated  to  be  the  first 
— and  both  of  these  had  heart  trouble  on  admis- 
sion— in  two  others  there  was  no  history  of  acute 
rheumatism,  only  of  slight  wandering  pains  in 
the  joints.  In  all  the  rest  there  was  a  definite 
historv  of  acute  rheumatism,  the  number  of  pre- 
vious attacks  varying  from  one  to  nine. 

Our  difficulty  in  hospital  work  is  to  get  a 
sufficient  number  of  cases  without  definite  signs 
of  endo-  or  peri-carditis  or  both  when  admitted. 

In  all  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  the  heart  is 
very  liable  to  dilatation,  quite  apart  from  any 
distinct  endocarditis ;  this  is  probably  due  to  the 
effect  of  the  toxins  on  the  muscles  of  the  heart 
in  the  same  way  that  occurs  in  influenza  and 
diphtheria. 

There  may  be  quite  in  the  early  stages  a  well- 
marked  systolic  mitral  murmur,  and  we  have  no 
means  as  yet,  except  by  the  after  progress  of  the 
case,  of  deciding  whether  this  is  due  to  valvular 
defect  or  simple  dilatation.  In  the  majority  of 
cases,  however,  there  is  little  doubt,  as  we  have 
definite  signs  of  both  peri-  and  endo-carditis. 

The  following  is  a  typical  case:  F.  H,  a  boy 
of  12.  Has  had  three  attacks  of  acute  rheumat- 
ism with  heart  trouble.  The  first  attack  when 
8  years  old.  His  pulse  was  80.  Temperature, 
99.6.      Respiration,   $2.     Apex  beat   was   in   the 
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sixth  interspace,  i  inch  outside  the  nipple  line, 
with  visible  impulse,  and  indrawing  of  the  fifth 
and  sixtli  interspaces.  Cardiac  dullness  was, 
upper  limit,  second  intercostal  space.  Left  limit, 
a  curved  line  from  second  space.  _'  inches  from 
the  sternum,  passing  outside  nipple  line  to  apex 
beat.  Right  limit,  i-j  inch  to  right  of  sternum 
at  second  space,  and  i  1-2  inches  at  the  fifth 
space. 

At  the  apex  there  was  a  blowing  systolic  mur- 
mur conducted  into  the  axilla,  the  second  sound 
being  much  accentuated  in  the  pulmonary  area. 
In  the  middle  of  the  precordial  area,  i.  e.,  over 
the  inner  ends  of  the  third  and  fourth  spaces  and 
corresponding1  part  of  the  sternum,  there  was  a 
rough  superficial  pericardial  friction  sound,  hav- 
ing the  usual  to-and-fro  character,  and  increased 
by  pressure. 

We  have  here  evidence  of  a  very  large  dull  area, 
and  this  increased  dullness  is  seldom  due  to  effu- 
sion, which  is  rare  in  these  cases — but  depends 
upon  a  dilatation  of  the  heart,  which  is  greater 
than  could  be  accounted  for  by  the  mitral  trouble 
— but  is  nearly  always  found  where  the  pericar- 
dium is  much  involved. 

Dr.  Leonard  Hill  some  years  ago  showed  by 
experiments  that  when  the  pericardium  is  healthy 
it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  any  dilatation  of  the 
heart,  but  when  a  slit  is  made  into  the  pericar- 
dium, or  the  walls  are  softened  by  disease,  it  is 
quite  easy  to  obtain  extensive  dilatation. 

While  the  seriousness  of  valvular  lesions,  es- 
pecially when  the  aortic  valves  are  involved,  has 
been  fully  realized,  it  is  only  lately  that  the 
gravity  of  pericarditis  has  been  recognized,  for 
when  that  has  occurred  to  any  extent  and  caused 
adhesions,  dilatation  becomes  permanent. 

In  nearly  all  our  fatal  cases  a  more  or  less  com- 
pletely adherent  pericardium  is  found.  Dr.  Lees, 
in  a  paper  read  before  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation in  1898,  gave  the  results  of  150  post- 
mortems in  rheumatic  heart  disease  of  children. 
"  In  only  9  cases  was  the  pericardium  found 
healthy.  It  was  found  to  he  more  or  less  ad- 
herent in  113  cases  (75  per  cent),  and  in  ~~  of 
these,  or  in  1-2  of  the  entire  number,  the  adhe- 
sion was  complete  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
heart.  In  only  38  cases  of  the  150  (or  25  per 
cent.)  was  it  noted  that  any  fluid  at  all  was  pres- 
ent in  the  pericardial  cavity,  and  in  many  of  these 
the  amount  was  small,  in  only  6  more  than  3  oz. 

The  mortality  of  these  cases  is  very  heav 
of  the  47  cases  I  mentioned  before  treated  in  the 


hospital,  ten  died.  Some  years  ago  the  late  rector 
of  this  parish  told  me  that  the  hospital  had  a 
special  reputation  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatic 
fever;  and,  while  pleased  to  hear  of  it.  my  own 
feeling  was  that  it  left  much  to  he  desired.  And 
I  hope  that  these  two  papers  may  give  an  impetus 
towards  further  work  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
rheumatism. 

We  have  a  long  list  of  drugs  which  are  used, 
and  though  this  evening  is  supposed  to  hi'  given 
up  to  materia  medica,  I  have  only  time  now  to 
touch  very  lightly  upon  a  tew  of  them: 

Aconite,  according  to  Dr.  Hughes,  is  truly 
homeopathic  to  the  rheumatic  poison,  ami  es- 
pecially to  the  cardiac  condition.  Dr.  Jousset 
found  that  the  introduction  of  increasing  doses 
of  the  extract  into  the  circulation  had  the  invari- 
able  result  of  producing  lesions  of  the  mitral 
valve.  I  think  myself  that  if  its  administration  is 
begun  early  in  a  case  and  persevered  with,  it  has 
a  decided  action  as  a  protection  from  cardiac 
complicate  >ns. 

Bryonia  comes  next,  and  i.s  certainly  homeo- 
pathic to  the  joint  troubles,  hut  is  also  of  use  in 
the  pericarditis;  in  provers  it  has  produced  se- 
vere cutting  and  shooting  pains  in, the  cardiac 
region,  but  for  the  acute  cardiac  pain  which  we 
so  often  find,  I  find  much  more  benefit  from 
spigelia.  which  seldom  fails  to  give  relief.  In 
Hughes'  "  Drug  Pathogenesy  "  there  are  no  in- 
dications for  its  use  in  heart  affection,  hut  Clarke, 
in  his  Dictionary,  gives  plenty  of  them. 

Cactus  is  a  remedy  which  I  have  had  some  very 
good  results  from.  I  would  place  its  action  be- 
tween that  of  aconite  and  digitalis.  It  certainly 
seems  to  control  the  inflammatory  condition, 
and.  at  the  same  time,  to  strengthen  the  heart's 
contraction.  In  its  provings  it  seems  to  have 
the  power  of  producing  peri-  ami  myo-carditis, 
and  to  give  a  better  picture  of  the  rheumatic  car- 
ditis than  any  other  drug.  Dr.  Rubini,  who  in- 
troduced it  into  practice,  advised  that,  while  in 
nervous  diseases  of  the  heart  the  higher  dilutions 
should  be  used,  in  organic  diseases  of  the  heart 
it  should  he  given  in  doses  from  one  to  ten  drops 
of  the  tincture.  I  have  used  from  two  to  five 
diops,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient. 

Colchicum  or  colchicine  is  another  remedy  of 

it  value  in  pericardii 

We  have  no  lack  of  remedies,  but  want  more 

eful  observations  on  their  ts;  and  I  hope, 

with  the  help  of  Col.   Deane,  who  has  given  me 

some  fresh  venom  he  brought  from  India,  to  test 
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the  value  of  some  of  the  snake  poisons.  Naja 
ought  to  be  of  special  value. 

In  turning  to  the  treatment  of  the  old  school, 
for  some  time  the  view  was  held  that  the  salicy- 
lates were  dangerous  when  cardiac  troubles 
supervened,  and  should  be  discontinued,  but  the 
latest  teaching  by  Dr.  Lees  is  the  following : 

"  Observation  of  the  effects  of  salicylate  in  the 
treatment  of  acute  rheumatism,  both  in  children 
and  adults,  has  led  me  to  the  conviction  that  it 
is  as  truly  antirheumatic,  as  quinine  is  anti- 
malarial or  mercury  antisyphilitic.  But  it  must, 
of  course,  be  given  in  adequate  doses,  and  its  use 
must  not  be  too  soon  relinquished.  For  an  adult, 
20  grains  of  sodium  salicylate  with  40  grains  of 
sodium  bicarbonate  should  be  given  every  two 
hours  during  the  day  and  every  four  hours  dur- 
ing the  night.  For  a  child  of  6  to  10  years  of 
age,  10  grains  of  salicylate  and  20  grains  of 
bicarbonate  at  the  same  intervals;  this  amounts 
to  a  daily  dose  of  100  grains  of  salicylate.  After 
a  day  or  two.  15  grains  of  the  salicylate  with  30 
grains  of  the  bicarbonate  may  be  given,  and,  if 
necessary,  this  may  be  increased  to  20  and  40 
grains  respectively,  the  total  daily  amount  being 
150  or  200  grains. 

"  Children  require  proportionately  larger  doses 
than  adults,  for  in  them  the  rheumatic  affection 
is  much  more  intense.  It  is  rare  for  an  adult  to 
die  from  his  first  rheumatic  attack,  but  this  disas- 
tei  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  childhood.  For- 
tunately, children  usually  bear  salicylate  well,  in 
them  it  seldom  causes  much  vomiting,  often  none 
at  all,  and  they  hardly  ever  complain  of  the  deaf- 
ness, tinnitus  and  headache  which  are  trouble- 
some in  adults,  nor  do  they  often  manifest  the 
mental  symptoms,  and  the  tendency  to  delirium 
which  are  sometimes  caused  by  the  drug  in  later 
life." 

Dr.  Lees  certainly  has  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, and  with  this  treatment  I  do  not  wonder 
that  he  finds  it  not  uncommon  for  a  child  to  die 
in  its  first  rheumatic  attack. 

While  there  is  no  question  that  salicylates  do 
relieve  the  joint  pains  of  acute  rheumatism,  that 
it  is  anyway  a  specific  has  yet  to  be  proved,  and 
it  must  take  a  child  some  time  to  recover  from 
the  effects  of  the  drug.  At  the  same  time  a  good 
proving  of  the  salicylates  is  wanted,  and  I  hope 
the  new  association  may  soon  give  it  us.  In  the 
meantime  there  is  one  going  on  in  America.  At 
Washington  the  preservatives  of  food  are  being 
tested   carefully   on   healthy   men,    set   apart    for 


the  purpose.  Boric  acid  has,  I  believe,  been 
found  to  be  inert,  and  the  properties  of  salicy- 
lates are  now  being  tested,  so  I  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  get  a  full  report  of  the  trial. 

Some  have,  I  doubt  not,  seen  an  interesting 
article  on  doctors,  by  a  Mrs.  Earle.  She  does  not 
spare  them,  but  her  chief  contention  is  that 
doctors  do  nothing,  or  not  enough,  to  keep  people 
well,  and  rely  too  much  upon  drug  giving. 
With  this  I  think  we  can  agree,  and  we  know 
quite  enough  of  the  laws  of  healthy  life  for 
children  for  the  prevention  of  diseases  like  acute 
rheumatism,  if  they  could  be  put  in  force,  but 
this  does  not  rest  upon  doctors  alone. 

It  is  noticeable  at  once  that  we  find  these  cases, 
as  a  rule  from  the  poorest  horhes,  and  the  worst 
physically  developed.  Improper  food  I  place  as 
one  of  the  great  causes.  Nitrogenous  food  given 
too  early  and  too  much  soon  leads  to  anaemia,  this 
with  poor  physical  development — especially  of 
respiration — bad  air,  and  exposure  to  chills, 
yields  a  fertile  soil  for  the  development  of  the 
germs. 

It  is  in  the  prevention  that  we  must  look  for 
our  real  success,  but  much  more  care  should  be 
given  to  guard  against  the  frequent  relapses.  In 
hospital  there  is  always  the  desire  to  get  out 
cases  as  soon  as  possible,  and  relapse  is  fre- 
quently the  consequence.  The  anaemia  after  an 
attack  is  most  marked,  and  by  careful  after- 
treatment  by  food,  drugs,  and  physical  develop- 
ment, many  cases  could  be  saved,  and  enabled  to 

lead  useful  lives. 

-♦■     ♦ 

Acute  Inf/dmmations  of  the  Fauces,  Tonsils,  and 

Larynx,  with  Some  Illustrative  Cases. 

BY    EDWARD    M.    MADDEX,    M.    B. 
(Concluded  from  pngi  218.) 

A  still  further  degree  of  severity  of  the  same 
affection,  so  far  as  the  parts  involved  is  con- 
cerned is  seen  in  cases  of  true  diphtheritic  infec- 
tion where  the  local  manifestation  does  not  spread 
down  the  larynx.  Here  you  get  the  general  acute 
angina,  the  ulceration  with  membranous  deposit 
beginning  on  the  face  of  the  tonsils,  but  also 
spreading  over  the  soft  palate  and  its  nasal  sur- 
face as  well ;  you  have  the  parenchyma  of  the 
tonsils  and  its  external  glands  involved,  and  even 
peritonsillar  and  peri-pharyngeal  abscesses  and 
sloughs,  with  a  state  of  general  blood-poisoning 
and  albuminuria.  Such  a  case,  when  well  pro- 
nounced, is  about  as  serious  an  illness  as  one  can 
ever  meet  with,  hardly  even  excepting  those  other 
cases  of  diphtheria  where  the  larynx  is  invaded 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


-;> 


with  its  asphyxiating  membrane;  and  a  bad 
of  this  kind  where  one  relics  for  internal  drugs 
entirely  upon  homeopathy,  and  where  one  is  sti 
ci  ssful  in  pulling  the  patient  safely  through,  must 
leave  one  able  to  rely  upon  it  with  a  deeper  sense 
of  security,  and  a  fuller  assurance  that  its  funda- 
mental doctrine  must  be  true  and  sound.  Such 
a  case  I  will  now  endeavor  t"  portray  to  you,  so 
far  as  mere  words  can  do  so.  as  it  occurred  in  my 
practice  about  seven  year-  ago,  though  I  feel  that 
t  i  do  it  justice  would  need  a  much  more  facile 
pen  than  mine,  one  accustomed  to  describe  both 
pathos  and  tragedy  so  as  to  present  them  vividly 
before  our  eyes. 

Master  S T ,  n?t.  fourteen,  had  scarlet 

fever,  under  my  care,  which  began  on  November 
18,  1896,  and  ran  a  very  normal  course,  so  that 
he  was  to  have  sat  up  for  the  first  time  on  No- 
vember 30th,  but  on  the  morning  of  that  day  he 
began  to  complain  of  his  throat  hurting  him  to 
swallow,  and  the  temperature  was  slightly  raised, 
so  of  course  he  did  not  leave  his  bed.  I  did  not 
see  him  that  day,  but  on  the  next  morning,  De- 
cember 1st.  I  found  him  getting  worse,  with  a 
patch  on  the  right  tonsil  suspiciously  like  diph- 
theria, an  enlarged  gland  in  the  neck  outside  it, 
and  a  rising  temperature.  His  urine  contained 
phosphates,  but  gave  no  sign  of  albumin.  I  g 
him  lach.  4  and  mere.  bin.  _'x  in  alternation  ;  hot 
compresses,  and  a  spray  of  sulphurous  acid,  1  in 
20,  to  be  used  every  two  hours.  I  may  say  that 
throughout  his  fever  and  the  subsequent  throat 
attack  he  was  attended  by  two  excellent  trained 
nurses,  who  were  most  devoted  in  their  attention 
to  him,  and  carried  out  all  my  instructions  with 
the  utmost  punctuality  and  exactness. 

The  next  morning,  December  2d,  he  seemed,  if 
anything,  a  trifle  better,  though  the  temperature 
was  higher — 102° — and  the  only  change  I  made 
ir.  the  treatment  was  to  exchange  the  sulphurous 
acid  spray  for  blowing  into  the  throat  pure  pre- 
cipitated sulphur.  That  evening  the  membrane 
had  covered  the  whole  of  the  right  tonsil,  he  bad 
the  voice  of  nasal  obstruction,  and  more  difficulty 
in  swallowing. 

On  the  3d  the  membrane  was  threatening  to 
spread  over  the  adjacent  mucous  membrane,  and 
to-day  I  exchanged  the  mere.  bin.  for  mere, 
cyan..  6c.  while  continuing  the  lach.  In  the 
evening  1  was  able  to  pick  off  the  membrane 
with  forceps,  so  that  the  local  application  could 
go  on  to  the  raw  surface  of  the  tonsil  thu- 
exposed. 


<  >n  the  4th  Ik-  seenu-d  much  better — tempera- 
ture normal  and  pulse  SX— in  the  morning. 
though  the  membrane  threatened  to  re-form  on 
the  tonsil.  His  urine  was  still  quite  free  from 
albumin.  But  in  the  evening  the  whole  of  the 
soft  palate  was  very  (edematous,  and  the  external 
glands    were    larger   and    more    painful.      I 

1  him  two  doses  of  apis  _\x  and  then  continued 
the  former  medicines.  He  was  again  verj  fever- 
ish and  had  a  had.  restless  night  with  delirium, 
and  the  next  day,  December  5th.  his  neck  was 
very  swollen  on  the  left  side,  and  his  temperature 
.  though  the  tonsils  still  had  very  little  mem- 
brane on  them.  I  now  stopped  the  previous  med- 
icines and  gave  him  crotalus  4X  every  hour.  This 
afternoon  he  vomited  some  very  foul  pus,  and  it 
was  evident  an  abscess  had  hurst  just  behind  the 
left  tonsil,  which  for  the  time  relieved  his  throat. 
But  the  night  brought  a  return  of  high  fever  and 
delirium,  and  the  next  morning,  December  6th, 
his  throat  and  neck  were  as  swollen  and  painful 
ac  before,  and  I  now  gave  him  some  hepar  .-.  jx 
in  alternation  with  crotalus.  During  the  fore- 
noon he  again  vomited  up  some  very  offensive 
pus,  in  the  process  of  which  he  was  nearly 
choked.  His  temperature  in  the  afternoon  was 
104  and  his  pulse  100  ami  very  feeble,  so  we 
added  brandy,  3  ij,  every  three  hours  to  his  diet. 
All  this  time,  of  course,  the  feeding  had  been 
carried  on  under  great  difficulty,  in  consequence 
of  his  limited  capacity  to  swallow,  hut  the  nil 
were  most  assiduous  in  giving  him  bovinine  in 
milk.   Valentine's   meat   juice,   and   any   form    of 

concentrated  liquid  food  in  tea-] nfuls  a-  often 

as  he  could  be  induced  to  take  them,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  extremely  good  and  plucky  in  taking 
them  in  spite  of  the  pain  and  frequent  splutter- 
5,  chokings  and  even  vomiting  the  endeavor 
produced,  and  it  was  very  largely  due  to  the  com- 
paratively large  amount  of  nourishment  and  stim- 
ulant he  managed  somehow  to  get  down,  that  he 
was  able  to  bear  up  against  this  very  severe  ill- 
ness f  which  we  have  so  far  traced  only  the 
development,  hut  which  lasted  for  another  three 
weeks  before  our  fight  with  death  ended  in  the 
final  defeat  of  the  grim  invader.  On  this  day, 
too,  appeared  for  the  first  time  a  colliquative  diar- 
rhea, the  stools  being  most  offensive. 

December  7th:  To-day  lie  had  two  vomitii 

of    offensive    pus,    the    second    containing    blood 

clots;   the   diarrhea   continued,   and    for   the   first 

time   albumin   was    found    in    his   water,    forming 

-eighth  of  a  column,  while  several  ervthemat- 
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ous  patches  appeared  on  the  skin.  To-day  I  gave 
him  arsen.  alb.  3X  with  the  crotalus,  and  the  tem- 
perature being  over  1050  at  night,  he  had  cool 
sponging  all  over.  On  December  8th  the  diar- 
rhea still  continued,  and  he  had  several  attacks 
of  bringing  up  pus  mixed  with  sloughs,  and  once 
during  a  fit  of  coughing  he  discharged  quite  a 
lot  of  pus  and  blood  from  the  nose,  and  was  as 
nearly  as  possible  suffocated  before  he  could  get 
it  up.  He  was  extremely  weak,  pale,  and  deliri- 
ous, but  the  temperature  did  not  rise  above  104.2. 
He  had  two  more  attacks  of  bloody  vomit  during 
the  night,  and  for  the  first  time  began  to  sweat 
fieely  during  sleep;  he  still  continued  delirious, 
and  the  diarrhea  went  on,  of  course  largely 
passed  unconsciously,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  col- 
lect his  urine  for  examination,  but  what  was  ob- 
tainable only  showed  one-twentieth  of  albumin. 
The  erythema  was  now  widely  distributed  all 
over  his  body  in  large  patches.  To-day,  Decem- 
ber 9th,  he  had  ac.  phos.  lx  and  lach.  4c ;  his 
stools  were  melsenic,  evidently  from  blood  he  had 
swallowed.  The  temperature  to-day  did  not  ex- 
ceed 1040.  On  the  10th  he  remained  much  the 
same,  with  the  addition  of  two  attacks  of  epis- 
taxis ;  albumin,  only  a  thick  cloud.  On  the  11th 
his  neck  was  again  very  swollen  and  painful  on 
the  left  side,  and  during  the  day  another  abscess 
burst  into  the  throat,  though,  fortunately,  with- 
out causing  any  choking  or  vomiting.  Diarrhea, 
high  fever,  delirium,  etc.,  continued  without  any 
abatement,  but  all  the  time  it  was  still  possible  to 
get  him  to  take  quite  a  large  amount  of  nourish- 
ment, and  stimulants  whenever  his  heart  showed 
signs  of  flagging — a  by  no  means  infrequent  oc- 
currence. 

This  was  about  the  climax  of  his  attack  ;  no 
more  abscesses  formed,  the  diarrhea  gradually 
abated,  the  fever  subsided,  and  the  delirium 
ceased ;  not  without  interruptions,  for  he  had 
more  than  one  rigor,  followed  by  high  tempera- 
ture and  heavy  sweat  for  a  few  hours,  and  more 
than  once  the  tonsils,  or  glands,  or  peritonsilar 
tissues  threatened  to  suppurate,  but  subsided 
without  further  developments.  On  the  14th  the 
urine  contained  no  more  albumin,  and  it  was  not 
found  again.  He  went  on  steadily  taking  the  ac. 
phos.  and  lach.  till  the  17th,  when  I  gave  him 
ferr.  pyrophos.  lx,  TTJ,v  every  three  hours,  and 
hoped  his  convalescence  was  assured,  but  once 
more  the  attack  was  renewed,  beginning  with  vio- 
lent vomiting  on  the  20th,  after  which  fever 
gradually  set  in  and  was  accompanied  by  a  slug- 


gish form  of  quinsy  in  the  right  tonsil,  which  did 
not  subside  till  the  27th.  There  was  no  sudden 
discharge  of  an  abscess,  but  pus  continued  slowly 
to  discharge  through  the  follicles  and  round  the 
sides  of  the  tonsils  for  two  days.  During  most  of 
this  time  his  medicines  were  hepar  s.  and  lache- 
sis.  After  this  he  had  no  further  septic  troubles, 
though  naturally  he  was  left  in  an  extremely 
emaciated  and  anaemic  state,  from  which  he  took 
a  long  time  to  recover ;  but  in  the  end  he  did  so 
fully,  and  is  now  an  energetic  medical  student. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that  when,  on  December 
3d,  I  removed  the  membrane  forcibly  from  his 
tonsil,  I  had  it  submitted  to  a  bacteriological  ex- 
amination with  negative  results,  but  considering 
that  it  had  been  for  three  days  undergoing  vigor- 
ous local  antiseptic  treatment,  this  cannot  be 
taken  as  being  at  all  conclusive ;  also  when  the 
attack  was  entirely  over,  before  allowing  him  to 
mix  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  I  took  a  swab 
from  the  tonsils,  which  was  then  found  to  contain 
no  bacilli  either. 

From,  however  its  intimate  connection  with  his 
attack  of  scarlet  fever  and  from  the  examination 
to  which  the  drains  of  the  house  were  submitted 
without  any  sanitary  defect  being  discovered,  I 
cannot  myself  have  any  doubt  as  to  its  specific 
diphtheritic  character,  for  unquestionably  in 
practice,  whatever  the  bacteriologists  may  saw 
we  are  not  infrequently  met  with  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  together  as  the  results  of 
exposure  to  one  common  source  of  infection : 
sometimes,  as  here,  one  patient  developing  both 
diseases,  and  at  other  times  some  members  of  a 
family  or  school  developing  the  one  disease  and 
others  the  other,  where  they  have  all  been  ex- 
posed to  the  same  infection. 

The  next  class  of  case  I  would  draw  your  at- 
tention to  is  tonsilitis  pure  and  simple,  without 
any  ulceration  being  present,  what  we  commonly 
call  quinsy.  Here  we  have  to  do,  together  with 
a  general,  though  not  always  severe,  angina,  an 
ii  flammation  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  tonsil 
with  a  tendency  to  form  abscesses  either  in  sub- 
stance of  the  tonsil  itself,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue 
immediately   surrounding  it. 

The  general  state  of  fever,  dysphagia,  etc.. 
which  accompanies  this  is  indistinguishable  from 
that  which  goes  along  with  ulcerative  tonsilitis. 
and  calls  for  the  same  medicines,  i.  e.,  aconite  or 
belladonna  as  a  rule,  while  for  the  specific  treat- 
ment of  the  tonsilitis  there  is  one  medicine  espe- 
cially which,  if  given  in  time,  can  generallv  be 
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relied   upon   to  prevent  its  going  on   to  abscess 
Ei  rmation,  and  to  bring  the  attack  to  a  favorable 

conclusion  in  from  three  to  five  days;  I  mean 
baryta  carl).,  which  for  my  own  part  I  usu 
give  in  the  6x  trituration.  Some  cases,  of  course, 
do  not  yield  so  readily  to  this  treatment,  and  then, 
when  an  abscess  is  forming,  we  should  give  hepar 
-.  to  accelerate  its  ripening',  and  where  there  is 
evidence  of  its  being  near  the  surface  1  am  al- 
ways inclined  to  help  and  cut  short  the  attack  by 
lancing  it.  which  often  gives  immediate  and  per- 
manent relief,  though  in  those  cases  where  the 
abscess  is  multiple  this  may  have  to  be  repeated 
more  than  once;  but  I  think  it  cruel,  and  by  no 
means  required  by  our  acceptance  of  homeopathy 
as  our  therapeutic  guide,  to  allow  our  patients  to 
suffer  the  prolonged  pain  and  sense  of  impending 
suffocation  which  is  present  while  waiting  for  it 
to  burst  naturally,  when  so  simple  a  surgical 
measure  can  so  materially  shorten  it ;  and  1  have 
vet  to  see  a  case  in  which  any  harm,  present  or 
remote,  has  followed  its  performance. 

There  are  two  peculiarities  of  tonsilitis  which 
we  must  always  be  prepared  for.  The  first  is  its 
great  tendency  to  attack  both  tonsils  one  after  the 
other.  Rarely,  indeed,  do  we  find  both  tonsils 
simultaneously  affected,  but  it  is  quite  common 
that  when  the  first  tonsil — whether  it  has  ended 
in  an  abscess  or  not — has  got  well,  the  other  be- 
gins, and  we  have  the  same  thing  exactly  re 
peated  on  the  other  side.  I  have  more  than  once 
seen  a  tonsilitis  go  down  rapidly,  without  any  pus 
formation,  under  baryta,  followed  by  relapse  in 
the  other  tonsil  which  subsided  equally  quickh . 
But  I  cannot  say  that  I  find  our  cases  any  less 
liable  to  this  cross  transference  than  cases  not 
treated  homeopathically. 

The  other  peculiarity  is  its  great  frequency 
among  patients  subject  to  rheumatism,  and  its 
special  liability  to  be  followed  by  rheumatic 
troubles,  even  rheumatic  fever.  Why  this  : 
I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  well  to  remember  this 
tendency  and  guard  against  it  so  far  as  possible. 

We  will  now  consider  the  inflammations  of  the 
larynx,  the  first  and  commonest  of  which.  1 
cially  among  children,  is  acute  laryngitis,  or 
croup,  which  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
true  laryngismus  stridulus,  a  purely  spasmodic 
nervous  affection  which  may  occur  either  with  or 
without  an  associated  laryngeal  catarrh,  and 
which  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  rickety  chil- 
dren under  two  years  of  age.  Acute  croup,  how- 
ever, may  occur  at  almost  any  age,  and  in  young 


children  is  sufficiently  alarming,  with  its  associ- 
ated dyspnoea  and  apparently  impending  suffoca- 
tion, to  constitute  one  of  the  chief  terrors  of  the 
nursery.  There  has  probably  been  a  chill  and  a 
slight  cold  for  a  few  hours  or  days,  when  one 
night  the  child  wakes  up  in  the  early  coldest 
hours  before  daybreak  with  the  typical  hard 
cough  and  crowing  respiration  of  croup.  Her-. 
if  we  can  see  the  child  at  once,  or  if  the  mother 
or  nurse  knows  beforehand  what  to  do,  a  few- 
rapid  doses  of  aconite  and  spongia,  assisted,  of 
course,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  obtained,  by  the  local 
application  of  moist  heat  to  the  throat,  and  the 
ii  halation  of  steam  will  very  quickly  bring  relief 
— quite  as  quickly  and  much  more  pleasantly 
than  by  the  usual  teaspoonful  of  vinum  ipecac. — 
while  their  continuance  at  longer  intervals  during 
the  next  day  or  two  will  restore  the  larynx  to 
normal  state,  and  it  is  extremely  rare  to  see  a 
case  so  treated  have  any  repetition  of  the  acute 
dyspnoea  after  the  first  night.  When  the  cough 
becomes  softer  and  sounds  moist  the  spongia  may 
with  advantage  be  changed  for  hepar  s.,  which 
will  complete  the  cure  and  prevent  the  extension 
of  the  catarrh  down  the  trachea. 

Laryngitis  in  the  adult  is  by  no  means  rare. 
and  some  people  are  extremely  liable  to  its  recur- 
rence whenever  they  take  cold.  The  aconite  and 
spongia  will  act  quite  as  well  with  them  as  with 
children  during  the  first  stage,  but  I  usually  here 
advise  adding  a  few  drops  of  tinct.  iodii  to  the 
steam  inhaler,  and  with  them  it  is  most  important 
to  order  complete  rest  of  the  voice — even  whis- 
pering is  to  be  discouraged  as  far  as  possible. 

After  the  first  stage  is  passed,  and  a  trouble- 
some, harsh,  laryngeal  cough  remains,  with  a 
hoarse  voice.  I  find  causticum  3X  one  of  the  best 
remedies,  and  I  usually  continue  the  iod.  inhaling 
so  long  as  the  patient  has  to  be  kept  in  the  house, 
which  rarely  under  this  treatment  exceeds  five  or 
m.\  days,  and  I  have  often  seen  the  case  clear  up 
entirely  in  three  or  four.     When  in  these  cases. 

sometimes  happens,  an  1  edema  of  the  epigl 
takes  place,  this  yields  very  rapidly  and  satisfac- 
torily to  apis  mel. 

Membranous  laryngitis,  apart  from  diphtheria, 
is  an  extremely  rare  occurrence.  Personally,  1 
have  never  met  with  a  case,  but  should  I  do  so  1 
should  rely  for  medicines  upon  mere.  cyan..  ; 
mine,  iodine,  and  kali  bichrom.,  together  with 
m  inhaling  to  which  either  bromine  or  iodine 
is  added.  And.  of  course,  in  these  cases,  quite 
as  much  as  in  diphtheria,  one  must  be  prep 
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to  resort  to  tracheotomy  to  relieve  obstructive 
dyspnoea. 

There  only  remains  to  be  considered  the  true 
diphtheritic  membranous  laryngitis,  which  is  in 
nearly  every  case  an  extension  into  the  larynx  of 
membranous  inflammation  on  the  tonsils  and 
fauces.  As  I  said  at  an  earlier  part  of  this  lecture, 
v/hen  choosing  a  medicine  as  being  homeopath- 
ically  specific  to  a  disease,  we  look  much  more  at 
results  than  causes ;  when,  therefore,  we  have  to 
treat  a  case  of  laryngeal  diphtheria,  the  drugs  we 
rely  upon  are  largely  the  same  as  those  I  have 
just  referred  to  as  being  indicated  for  membran- 
ous croup,  viz.,  mere,  cyan.,  bromine,  iodine,  and 
kali  Inch.,  all  of  which  we  know  to  be  capable  of 
producing  inflammation,  with  ulcers  and  a  tend- 
encv  to  form  membrane  on  the  fauces  and  larynx, 
but  to  these  we  have  to  add  those  other  drugs  I 
have  referred  to  in  the  case  of  S.  T.,  whose  diph- 
theria did  not  extend  into  the  larynx,  but  in 
whom  the  general  toxemic  and  septicemic  condi- 
tion was  so  well  marked.  In  treating  a  case  of 
diphtheritic  laryngitis,  then,  we  may  have  to  give 
i  according  to  the  symptoms  prominent  in  each 
individual  case)  besides  those  membrane-pro- 
ducing drugs,  lachesis,  crotalus  arsen.,  the  io- 
dides of  mercury,  Phytolacca,  etc.  The  use  of 
steam  compresses,  and  the  local  application  of 
antiseptics,  especially,  I  should  say,  of  nascent 
sulphur,  is  the  same  with  those  who  use  homeo- 
pathic drugs  as  with  those  who  do  not.  We,  like 
them,  are  prepared  to  perform  tracheotomy  when 
it  is  required,  and  it  now  only  remains  to  con- 
sider our  attitude  towards  the  use  of  anti-diph- 
theritic serum. 

Well,  in  the  first  place,  I  should  say  that  we,  as 
physicians  entrusted  with  the  responsibility  to 
save  life  and  cure  our  patients  if  possible,  dare 
not  refuse  to  give  them  the  advantage  of  a 
method  of  treatment  which  has  been  so  definitely 
proved  to  be  of  such  great  value,  whatever  may 
be  the  explanation  of  its  mode  of  action.  But, 
further  than  this,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me,  as 
I  have  more  than  once  stated  elsewhere,  that  the 
use  of  an  antitoxin  is,  rightly  considered,  acting 
exactly  along  the  same  lines  as  in  giving  our 
homeopathically-acting  drugs,  for  our  drugs,  hav- 
ing specific  affinities  to  the  parts  affected  by  the 
disease,  and  being  capable  of  affecting  these  parts 
in  very  much  the  same  way,  stimulate  the  vital 
centers  to  a  still  stronger  effort  of  reaction 
against  the  disease,  a  large  part  of  which  reaction 
takes  the  form  of  producing  an  antitoxin  in  the 


body  of  the  patient,  and  to  add  some  more  of  this 
same  antitoxic  substance,  though  formed  in  the 
blood  of  another  animal,  cannot  be  contrary  in 
principle  to  the  use  of  a  drug  which  is  helping 
the  patient  to  produce  it  in  himself. 

That  is  how  the  case  appears  to  me,  but 
whether  this  explanation  is  right  or  wrong,  so 
long  as  its  use  enables  us  to  cure  the  disease  in 
a  larger  number  of  cases,  I  hold  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  give  it.  This  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at, 
and  the  serum  has  been  freely  used  in  this  hos- 
pital, and  the  results  have  fully  justified  the  med- 
ical staff  in  so  doing.  The  statistics  of  the  cures 
of  diphtheria  in  this  hospital  have  always  shown 
better  results  than  in  other  hospitals  where  ho- 
meopathy was  not  used.  Before  the  serum  was 
used  here  the  death-rate  from  diphtheria  in  this 
hospital  was  25  per  cent.,  while  the  general  death- 
rate  ranged  from  30  to  60  per  cent,  in  different 
institutions;  while  during  the  five  years  after  we 
began  to  use  the  serum  injections,  which  was,  of 
course  in  addition  to  the  use  of  homeopathic 
drugs,  the  death-rate  has  fallen  to  an  average  of 
8.75,  while  in  one  year  out  of  twenty  cases  there 
were  no  deaths  at  all.  While  the  lowest  death- 
rate  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  for  the 
same  year  was  11.3,  thus  showing  a  distinct  ad- 
vantage on  the  side  of  our  hospital  in  this,  the 
most  fatal  perhaps  of  all  acute  diseases  in  this 
country,  certainly  the  most  fatal  of  all  acute  in- 
flammations of  the  throat. 


Mortb  IRcvncwtno. 

Abrotanum  craves  bread  boiled  in  milk. 

Natrum  mur.  has  an  aversion  to  bread. 

Lycopodium  has  an  aversion  to  rye-bread 
(Schwarzbrod). 

Graphites  is  better  from  drinking  warm  milk. 

Apis  is  better  from  drinking  cold  milk. 

Pulsatilla  and  rhus  have  relief  on  stretching 
the  muscles,  therefore  the  patient  sleeps  with  both 
legs  stretched  out  at  full  length. 

Stannum  patient  sleeps  with  one  leg  drawn  up 
and  the  other  stretched  out. 

Chamomilla  patient  sleeps  with  legs  far  apart. 

Platina  sleeps  with  legs  far  apart  when  tender- 
ness of  genitalia  the  cause. 

Sulphur  and  cina  have  head  turned  to  one  side 
when  sleeping. 

Pulsatilla  patient  lies  with  hands  crossed  on 
abdomen. 

Platina  patient  with  hands  over  head  with  ex- 
cessive tenderness  of  genitalia. 

Pulsatilla  and  antimonium  crud.  are  reputed 
best  remedies  in  chicken-pox. 
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Die    Arythme    nls    Ausdruck 

bestimenter    Funktionsstoerungen    ties    Herzens. 

Eine    phy -.iologisch-klinische    Studie. 

Experimental  inquiries  into  the  functions  of 
the  heart  muscle  have  made  great  advances  dur- 
ing the  past  decade,  but  the  application  of  the 
results  so  obtained  to  explain  clinical  phenomena 
has  lagged  somewhat  tardily  behind.  Now,  how- 
ever, this  defect  is  likely  to  he  remedied.  In  a 
rk  just  published.  Professor  Wenckebach  of 
Gi  iningen  has  demonstrated  how  many  of  the 
51  puzzling  of  heart  symptoms  may  be  ex- 
plained in  a  manner  as  convincing  as  it  is  simple. 

In  his  book  Wenckebach  begins  with  a  discus- 
sion of  all  the  facts  in  favor  of  the  "  myogenic  " 
theory  of  the  heart's  action  as  opposed  to  the 
*'  neurogenic,"  and  unhesitatingly  decides  in 
favor  of  the  view  that  the  ordinary  rhythm  of 
the  heart  is  altogether  independent  of  its  nervous 
uections,  the  muscle  fibers  themselves  possess- 
ing all  the  attributes  necessary  for  the  rhythmical 
production  of  die  heart's  work. 

The  functions  of  the  heart  muscle  are  fourfold, 
namely,  the  power  of  conducting  stimuli  from 
muscle  fiber  to  muscle  fiber,  the  power  of  con- 
traction, the  capability  of  being  stimulated,  and 
the  power  of  automatically  originating  the  stimu- 
lus. Engelmann,  he  tells  us,  has  proved  experi- 
mentally that  each  of  these  functions  may  indi- 
vidually be  affected  without  any  corresponding 
interference  with  the  remaining  function.  All 
these  functions  are  abolished  for  the  time  being 
during  a  ventricular  systole,  but  they  all  gradu- 
ally return  and  become  effective  during  diastole. 
When  any  one  of  these  functions  is  abnormally 
affected,  either  negatively  or  positively,  a  varia- 
tion in  the  rhythm  of  the  heart  results.  It  has 
been  found  that  each  disturbance  of  function  pro- 
duces a  distinctive  and  peculiar  type  of  arrhyth- 
mia. 

From  a  deep  and  close  study  of  the  result  of 
these  experiments,  Wenckebach  has  been  led  to 
recognize  a  resemblance  in  tracings  of  the  radial 
pulse  taken  from  his  own  patients.  The  results 
which  have  been  obtained  are  so  astounding  as  1  i 
bi  at  first  sight  almost  incredible.  As  an  illus- 
tration we  may  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
demonstrates  a  depression  of  the  power  of  con- 
ducting a  stimulus  I  die  Stoning  der  Reizleitung). 
In  his  patient  the  radial  tracing  showed  an  allor- 
rhythmia  with  regularly  occurring  groups  of 
three  beats,  each  group  being  separated  by  a  long 
pause.  The  period  occupied  by  the  middle  pulse 
beat   of  the  group  is  always   the   shorten       He 


is  Mom  analogous  tracings  obtained  experi- 
mentally by  Engelmann  that  in  the  time  occupied 
by  the  three  pulse  heats  the  stimulus  had  origi- 
nated at  the  great  veins  four  times,  hut  the  ven- 
tricle had  onlv  responded  to  three  of  these  stinui- 
1;  tions.  Dividing  the  period  in  the  radial  tracing 
occupied  by  the  thn  ind  their  pauses  into 

four  equal  divisions.  In-  shows  that  after  the  long 
pause  the  power  of  stimulus-conduction  was  re- 
stored to  a  normal  condition,  so  that  the  ventricle 
responds  to  the  stimulus  at  the  normal  time.  The 
power  of  stimulus-conduction  being  destroyed 
during  this  ventricular  systole  returns  more 
slowly  than  normal,  so  that  though  the  stimulus 
arises  at  the  veins  at  the  usual  period  it  takes  a 
longer  times  to  reach  the  ventricle,  hence  there 
is  a  longer  pause  before  the  second  heat  occurs. 
In  a  similar  manner  the  stimulus  is  delayed  after 
the  second  beat.  After  the  third  beat  of  the 
ip  the  power  of  conduction  returns  so 
ly  that  when  the  fourth  stimulus  comes  down 
from  the  great  veins  the  ventricular  muscle  is 
still  refractory,  and  no  contraction  results.  The 
ventricle  remains,  therefore,  quiescent  until  the 
next  stimulus  comes  down  from  the  vein-.  On 
account  of  its  long  rest,  the  power  of  conduction 
has  been  so  completely  restored  that  the  ventricle 
responds  to  the  stimulus  from  the  veins  with  a 
normal  promptitude,  and  so  the  cycle  of  allor- 
rhythmia  g<  >es  i  >n. 

At  first  sight  such  an  explanation  seemed 
rather  far-fetched,  especially  as  no  further  pi 
was  adduced  than  the  similarity  of  the  rhythm 
of  a  human  pulse  to  that  of  a  dying  frog's  heart. 
It  so  happened,  however,  that  a  patient  c 
under  observation  whose  heart  rhythm  was 
puzzling  in  the  extreme.  There  was  also  present 
a  well-marked  pulsation  in  the  jugular  vein,  due 
to  the  systole  of  the  right  auricle.  A  comparison 
of  the  tracing.-  of  the  radial  pulse  in  this  patient 
with  Wenckebach'.-  case  showed  a  remarkable 
resemblance.  Tracings  of  the  auricular  pulsation 
in  the  jugular,  taken  at  the  same  time  a-  the 
radial  pulse  showed  four  beats  of  the  auricle  to 
three  beats  of  the  ventricle.  The  time  between  the 
auricular  pulse  and  the  radial  varied  in  a  curious 
manner.  After  a  long  pause  the  radial  pulse 
followed  the  jugular  pulse  at  the  normal  period. 
After  the  second  and  third  jugular  beat-  the 
time  between  the  jugular  and  radial  wa-  double. 
After  the  fourth  jugular  pulse  no  radial  pulse 
appeared — in  fact,  a  perfect  demonstration  of  the 
correctness  of  Wenckebach's  interpretation. 

Hi    shov  that  it  is  a  depression  ^i  the 
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stimulus-conduction  that  is  at  fault  in  those  cases 
of  bradycardia  where  the  auricle  can  be  demon- 
strated to  beat  at  a  more  frequent  rate  than  the 
ventricle.  Here  the  arrhythmia  is  due  to  a 
"  blocking "  of  the  stimulus  at  the  fibers  con- 
necting the  auricle  and  ventricle — a  view,  by  the 
way.  agreeing  with  that  previously  expressed  by 
Clifford  Allbutt,  who  also  suggested  that  the 
fault  lay  at  "  Gaskell's  bridge."  In  the  same 
exact  and  penetrating  manner  he  analyses  trac- 
irgs  that  demonstrate  interference  with  the  nor- 
mal action  of  the  other  functions  of  the  heart 
muscle  fibers. 

Of  very  great  value,  and  of  the  very  first  im- 
portance, is  his  attempt  to  bring  an  intelligent 
discrimination  to  bear  upon  the  series  of  allor- 
rhythmias  comprehended  under  the  vague  terms 
of  pulsus  bigeminus  and  pulsus  alternans.  As 
a  rule  writers  mix  up  these  conditions  in  an  un- 
intelligible jumble — what  is  one  man's  pulsus 
alternans  is  another's  pulsus  bigeminus,  and  a 
true  conception  of  their'  distinctive  nature  is 
entirely  wanting. 

Taking  the  case  of  pulsus  alternans,  he  would 
limit  this  term  to  those  cases  of  alternating  small 
and  large  pulse  beats  where  the  cause  of  the  vari- 
ation is  due  to  a  disturbance  of  the  function  of 
contractility.  The  stimulus  in  such  cases  arises 
rhythmically  at  the  veins,  but  the  response  of  the 
ventricle  varies.  After  the  larger  of  the  two  beats 
the  contractility  is  so  affected  that  the  ventricle 
responds  to  the  next  beat  with  abnormal  rapidity, 
but  the  contraction  is  of  a  shorter  duration,  hence 
a  smaller  pulse  wave.  The  shorter  duration  of 
the  systole  permits  a  longer  period  of  diastole, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  longer  rest  the  con- 
tractility recovers  itself,  and  the  response  of  the 
ventricle  takes  place  in  a  normal  manner,  pro- 
ducing a  longer  and  fuller  pulse  wave.  With  this 
larger  ventricular  systole  the  exhaustion  of  the 
heart  is  more  complete,  and  the  rest  during  dia- 
stole is  not  sufficient  to  restore  the  contractility, 
and  so  the  next  stimulus  produces  a  smaller  and 
more  rapid  ventricular  systole — and  so  the  alter- 
nating rhythm  goes  on.  This  view  is  supported 
by  Engelmann's  experiments,  and  a  study  of 
cases  where  there  has  been  a  jugular  pulse  con- 
vinces us  of  the  great  probability  of  this  interpre- 
tation. 

A  large  number  of  different  conditions  is  in- 
cluded under  the  term  pulsus  bigeminus,  and  he 
would  limit  this  term  to  a  true  bigeminal  action 
of  the  whole  heart  as  distinct  from  a  similar  form 
of  pulse  due  to  the  rhythmical  occurrence  of 
extra  systoles  of  the  ventricle  alone  or  of  the 
auricle  and  ventricle,  and  other  forms  of  seeming 
bigeminal  action.  Whether  such  a  distinction  can 
be  maintained  we  are  not  so  convinced,  and  we 
feel  it  is  a  matter  wanting  further  consideration. 
This  contention  of  Wenckebach's  is  of  interest,  as 
he  stoutly  maintains  as  correct  the  views  of 
Traube,  who  originally  described  this  form  of 
irregularity,  and  attributed  to  it  a  lethal  signifi- 


cance. Subsequent  observers  have  been  nearly 
unanimous  in  assuming  that  Traube  erred  in 
fancying  the  irregularity  to  be  either  so  rare  or 
so  grave  as  he  supposed. 

We  can  only  briefly  refer  to  the  section  dealing 
with  nervous  disturbances  of  the  heart's  rhythm. 
Here  the  ground  on  which  he  treads  is  far  less 
si; re.  but  nevertheless  the  section  is  full  of  inter- 
esting and  suggestive  matter.  We  would  refer 
particularly  to  his  penetrating  analysis  of  the 
cases  of  Stokes-Adams  disease  and  the  light  he 
throws  upon  the  classical  and  splendidly  recorded 
case  of  Webster.  In  this  case  there  were  very 
prolonged  pauses  of  the  ventricular  action,  often 
terminating  in  epileptic  attacks.  During  the 
pauses,  tracings  of  the  radial  showed  slight 
movements  due  to  the  action  of  the  left  auricle. 
At  the  end  of  these  pauses  sometimes  the  pulse 
began  to  beat  in  the  manner  of  Bowditch's  stair- 
case phenomenon. 

In  dealing  with  the  more  extreme  forms  of 
heart  irregularity  and  with  paroxysmal  tachy- 
cardia we  scarcely  think  the  author  has  fully  ap- 
preciated the  facts  on  which  other  observers  have 
based  their  explanations.  He  seems  to  have 
missed  the  significance  of  the  observation  that  the 
ventricle  can  start  the  rhythm  of  the  heart  apart 
altogether  from  its  nervous  connections  and  the 
periodic  stimulus  from  the  veins.  Yet  this  fact 
has  not  only  been  repeatedly  demonstrated  b\ 
experiment,  but  the  circumstance  that  a  local 
stimulus  can  produce  a  ventricular  extra  systole, 
would  naturally  lead  one  to  infer  that  a  prolonga- 
tion or  intensification  of  the  condition  giving  rise 
to  an  extra  systole  would  readily  lead  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  ventricular  rhythm.  From  this 
notice  it  will  be  seen  that  the  perusal  of  this  book 
is  of  prime  necessity  to  all  engaged  in  the  study 
of  affections  of  the  heart.  To  everyone  interested 
in  clinical  medicine  we  can  recommend  it  as  a 
masterpiece  of  acute  reasoning,  of  penetrating 
insight,  and  of  logical  deduction. 

Herz-    und 
Kreislaufstoerungen. 

Professor  Rumpf  of  Bonn  has  written  a  book 
on  the  general  principles  of  treatment  appropriate 
to  failure  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  in  which 
he  insists  on  the  necessity  of  considering  the 
other  factors,  besides  the  heart,  concerned  in 
carrying  on  the  circulation,  when  the  symptoms 
of  failure  are  to  be  treated. 

He  summarizes  the  chief  symptoms  as  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver  through  stasis,  oedema  of  the 
feet  independent  of  local  causes,  shortness  of 
breath  without  lung  affection,  albuminuria,  and 
a  rapid,  unequal,  irregular  pulse.  The  plan  of 
treatment  given  includes  an  attempt  to  explain 
how  the  methods  recommended  act. 

He  sets  out  with  a  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
rest  in  bed,  and  explains  how  it  is  that  certain 
cases  of  cardiac  failure  cannot  lie  flat  on  their 
back.     One  factor  is  that  the  abdominal  contents 
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fell  back  and  interfere  with  the  plaj  of  the  dia- 
phragm, and  embarrass  the  heart's  action.  An- 
other factor  is  the  pressure  that  a  dilated  heart 

may  cause  on  nerve  structures,  while  the  position 
of  the  heart  may  interfere  with  the  flow  of  blood 
t  )  the  aorta. 

In  discussing  the  diet  he  insists  on  starting  the 
treatment  by  limiting  the  amount  of  food  for 
from  eight  to  ten  days  to  1  liter  of  milk  daily, 
afterwards  graduall)   increasing  the  amount. 

lie  lays  Stress  upon  the  advantages  of  dia- 
phragm exercises  as  helping  the  heart  in  it-  work, 
lie  passes  in  a  short  review  the  various  advan- 
tages to  he  obtained  from  other  exercises  and 
from  health  resorts,  and  insists  on  restriction-  in 
the  indulgence  in  .-ports. 

The  usual  cardiac  drugs  are  recommended 
without  any  new    facts  being  elicited. 

His  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  angina  pec- 
toris are  somewhat  perfunctory,  although  he 
enters  with  considerable  detail  into  the  treat- 
ment of  this  complaint  when  it  is  due  to  the 
deposit  of  chalk  in  the  coronary  arteries.  Not 
only  does  he  prescribe  a  diet  whose  contents  he 
chemically  analyses  to  show  how  little  chalk  they 
contain,  hut  he  prescribes  medicaments  which  he 
hopes  will  dissolve  the  chalk  in  the  blood  vessels; 
he  neglects,  however,  to  inform  us  how  we  are  to 
recognize  this  special  form  of  disease. 

While,  on  the  whole,  this  work  gives  a  useful 
indication  for  the  treatment  of  patients  who  may 
be  in  a  hospital  or  who  can  afford  to  go  to  a 
health  resort,  no  help  is  afforded  the  physician 
who  has  to  treat  patients  who  have  to  earn  their 
daily  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  in  spite 
of  their  cardiac  insufficiency.  This  is  a  problem 
that  confronts  the  majority  of  medical  men,  and 
it  is  a  problem  rarely  touched  upon  by  writers  of 
books.  To  read  such  a  work  as  this  one  would 
imagine  that  the  author's  patients  never  died. 
Yet  surely  in  all  patients  suffering  from  cardiac 
di-ease  a  stage  is  reached  when  recovery  can  no 
longer  be  looked  for.  A  wise  physician  should 
recognize  this  fact,  and  devote  his  energies  to 
rendering  the  later  days  of  his  patient  as  comfort- 
able as  possible.  Yet  here  again  authors  usually 
fail  to  help  us. 

The    Treatment   of  Certain    Malignant   Growths 
by    Excision    of    the    External    Carotids. 

This  work  is  one  that  should  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  all  surgeons.  Ligature  of  the  carotids 
for  the  purpose  of  starving  out  tumors  of  the 
head  and  face  is  a  proceeding  which  has  been 
made  use  of  from  time  to  time,  hut  the  infre- 
quent-v  with  which  it  is  practised  to-day  shows 
how  utterly  disappointing  have  been  the   results. 

Dr.  Dawbarn  presents  in  a  most  complete  and 
satisfactory  manner  the  histories  of  47  cases  in 
which  the  proceeding  which  he  advocate-  was 
carried  out.  in  _>  1  instances  by  himself,  and  also 
gives  an  account  of  17  cases  in  which  excision  of 
the   external    carotid-    was    supplemented    by    in- 


jection of  the  terminal  branches.  The  opi 
consists  in  the  exposure  of  the  external  carotid 
and  its  removal  in  its  whole  extent  with  ligature 
of  the  branches.  In  order  to  cut  off  tin-  blood 
supply  effectually  it  i-  necessary  to  do  tin-  on 
both  sides;  after  unilateral  excision,  pulsation 
returns  in  the  branches  within  a  few  days. 

The  results  which  Dr.  Dawbarn  records  can 
only  he  described  a-  remarkable.  Of  11  cases  of 
sarcoma  whose  historj  was  traced,  2  died  from 
the  growth,  !  from  doubtful  recurrence,  the  re- 
mainder were  living  and  well  at  periods  of  from 
one  to  eight  years.  In  24  cases  of  carcinoma  the 
statistics  were  much  less  favorable;  in  2  case- 
only  occurred  what  could  be  called  permanent 
cure.  The  supplementing  of  the  operation  of 
excision  by  the  injection  of  paraffine  into  the 
termination  of  the  artery  and  its  three  last 
branches  was  suggested  to  the  author  by 
Dr.  J.  A.  Wyeth;  the  cases  which  he  records 
show  that  this  addition  is  not  without  serious 
risks,  such  as  that  of  sloughing  of  the  eye,  but 
no  final  opinion  can  at  present  he  formed  as  to 
its  value.  All  the  patient-  on  whom  these  opera- 
tions were  performed  were  the  subjects  of  other- 
wise inoperable  malignant  disease  of  the  mouth, 
pharynx,  neck,  or  face,  and  there  seems  no  doubt 
that  the  successful  case-  were  rescued  from  a 
hopeless  condition.  In  certain  desperate  1 
it  seems  likely  from  a  perusal  of  these  histories 
that  the  operation  can  be  expected  to  cause  such 
shrinkage  of  the  growth  as  to  bring  it  within  the 
bounds  of  possible  surgical  removal.  If  this 
proved  to  be  the  rule,  the  operation  would  be  of 
very  great  value.  Although  the  technique  is 
clearly  described  ;  it  is  evidently  not  an  easy  un- 
dertaking under  the  best  conditions,  and  access 
to  the  terminal  branches  must  be  impossible  in  a 
considerable  proportion  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  growth  encroaches  on  the  neck.  No  doubt 
the  operation  will  he  repeated  by  many  surge  ns 
within  the  next  few  years.  Dr.  Dawbarn  has 
elaborated  a  method  of  treating,  with  a  fair  meas- 
ure of  success,  an  otherwise  desperate  condition. 

The    Wonderful    Century: 

The  Age  of  New   Ideas   in   Science  and  Invention. 

This  is  an  extremely  comprehensive  epitome  of 
modern  science,  and  we  can  quite  envy  any 
educated  though  unscientific  person  who  in  its 
pages  may  for  the  first  time  be  introduced  to 
scientific  facts.  All  the  most  interesting  scientific 
advances  are  described  therein — telephony,  the 
Hertzian  wave.-,  with  Marconi's  applications  <>f 
them,  photography,  light  and  heat,  the  kathodic 
and  Roentgen  rays,  the  wonders  of  radium,  the 
liquefaction  of  gases;  chemistry,  electricity,  and 
astronomy;  geology,  physiology,  and  evolution. 
Mr.  Wallace  mourns  very  hopelessly  over 
neglected  phrenology- — it  is  about  as  extinct  as 
the  dodo,  in  our  -pinion — and  be  evidently  be- 
lieves in  clairvoyance;  whereas  he  disbelieves  in 
the  efficacy  of  our  lunacy  law-  and  of  our  prison 
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system,  and  he  would  stop  starvation  by  forced 
contributions  from  the  rich.  That  might  be 
very  good  for  the  rich,  but  we  wonder  how  much 
the  poor  would  work  under  that  system  ;  and  even 
riches  themselves  are  valueless  when  they  cannot 
command  labor.  On  the  other  hand,  we  may 
sympathize  with  his  lamentations  over  the 
dominant  militarism  of  the  time,  over  the  loss  of 
six  million  workers  every  year,  and  in  respect  of 
all  that  is  expended  on  national  armaments.  Mr. 
Wallace  calls  our  prison  system  utterly  un- 
christian and  a  hell  upon  earth;  but  what  would 
he  have  us  do  when  even  now  we  read  of  foreign 
criminals  hailing  their  sentences  with  content- 
ment, and  when  a  prison  surgeon  can  say  that  he 
knows  no  healthier  and  more  comfortable  place 
for  a  few  weeks  of  peace,  quiet,  and  reflection 
than  one  of  our  prisons  ? 

We  must  warn  our  readers,  however,  that  they 
must  not  accept  all  his  assertions  without  veri- 
fication. It  would  take  too  long  to  analyze  the 
whole  of  the  volume,  but  we  may  be  permitted  in 
a  medical  journal  to  direct  special  attention  to 
the  chapter  on  physiology.  Personally,  we 
should  have  said  that  the  first  result  of  reproduc- 
tive cell  division  was  a  morula  and  not  a  gastrula, 
as  Mr.  Wallace  says  ;  but  let  that  small  carping 
pass.  The  next  objection  is  more  serious.  Mr. 
Walace  says  that  the  white  blood  corpuscles  are 
produced  in  the  spleen.  If  he  had  consulted  any 
modern  work  on  the  blood,  say  that  of  Ehrlich 
and  Lazarus — he  would  have  seen  that  the  spleen 
is  just  where  they  are  not  produced,  unless,  per- 
haps, in  disease.  More  remarkable  still,  he 
affirms  that  the  white  cells  are  smaller  than  the 
red — an  assertion  which  every  medical  student 
will  know  to  be  open  to  qualification.  Then  he 
speaks  of  their  phagocytic  power  as  their  most 
important  function,  though  it  has  been  shown  by 
Fodor  and  Xuttall  how  much  more  powerful  is 
the  germicidal  action  of  the  serum,  and  by  Denys 
how  leucocytes  in  a  hanging  drop  will  take  not 
the  slightest  notice  of  pneumococci  until  some 
antitoxic  serum  has  been  added.  Metchnikoff, 
indeed,  himself  has  abandoned  his  phagocytic 
theory,  and  now  only  claims  for  his  phagocytes 
that  they  give  off  a  specific  and  digestive  ferment 
inimical  to  bacteria.  So  all  the  argument  of 
page  390  falls  to  the  ground. 

Again,  we  can  assure  Mr.  Wallace  that  we  do 
not  wash  our  surgical  instruments  in  a  solution 
of  corrosive  sublimate,  nor  do  we  (whatever  we 
did  twenty-five  years  ago)  operate  nowadays  in 
a  copious  spray  of  carbolic  acid.  We  are  willing 
to  believe  that  most  of  Mr.  Wallace's  statements 
are  more  trustworthy  than  those  just  mentioned  ; 
but  those  errors  show  how  cautious  we  must  be 
in  accepting  without  verification  the  ipse-dixit  of 
any  man.  however  eminent,  when  he  travels  out- 
side the  confines  of  his  own  special  studies  and 
experience.  The  statement  as  to  the  ubiquity  of 
bacteria  is  exaggerated.  They  are  not  as  a  rule 
found  more  than  three  feet  below  the  surface  of 


the  soil,  and  not  at  all  in  the  pure  air  of  the 
oceans  or  of  the  mountain  heights.  Neither  are 
the  majority  of  the  bacteria  pathogenic  or  capable 
under  ordinarv  circumstances  of  injuring  us ;  and 
as  regards  the  strictly  pathogenic  organisms,  no 
amount  of  personal  or  municipal  hygiene  will 
save  us  if  we  drink  water  infected  with  typhoid. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  present  epoch  will 
be  spoken  of  hereafter  as  of  "  almost  incredible 
narrowness  and  prejudice  "  because  it  taboos  the 
old  phrenology.  Have  we  not  the  new  phren- 
ology of  Ferrier  and  Hitzig,  of  Horsley  and 
Schafer.  and  is  it  not  far  better?  Thanks  to  the 
investigators  above  mentioned,  and  to  Golgi  and 
Ramon  y  Cajal.  to  Sherrington  and  to  a  host  of 
others,  we  have  great  hopes  of  the  new  phrenol- 
ogy ;  but  the  old  is  dead  and  buried  along  with 
the  theory  of  phlogiston  and  with  the  cycles  and 
epicycles  of  Ptolemy.  As  regards  psychical  mat- 
ters, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  hypnotism  can 
abolish  pain,  but  it  is  an  uncertain  treatment  and 
therefore  inferior  to  nitrous  oxide  and  ether, 
and  it  may  be  injurious  in  its  after-effects  on 
patients.  As  regards  clairvoyance,  is  not  trickery 
possible  and  likely?  And  if  there  is  truth  in  it. 
why  do  not  the  clairvoyants  make  fortunes  on 
the  Stock  Exchange,  which  would  be  much  more 
practical  than  collecting  a  few  sparse  guineas 
from  the  credulous?  Why  does  Mr.  Wallace 
grudge  to  Harvey  the  honor  of  a  discovery  of  the 
first  class?  Can  it  be  because  he  utilized  living 
animals'  The  Italians  at  least  do  not  consider 
his  discovery  as  of  second-class  importance,  for 
thev  have  claimed  it.  with  little  reason  but  with 
much  effusion  and  persistence,  for  their  own 
Csesalpino. 

Mr.  Wallace's  mind  is  an  extraordinary  one — 
extraordinary  in  its  scope  and  originality,  as  also 
in  its  occasional  and  somewhat  annoying  archaic 
one-sidedness ;  and  we  should  be  false  to  our 
trust  if,  in  admiration  of  his  great  attainments, 
we  should  gloss  over  or  pass  by  what  we  know 
to  be  his  honest  but  believe  to  be  his  mistaken 
opinions. 


— Do  laws  ever  work  backwards?1  For  in- 
stance, the  American  Institute  has  decreed  at 
Niagara  Falls  that  none  shall  he  eligible  to  mem- 
bership except  such  as  are  in  memberhip  with 
their  State  society.  Does  this  mean  those  only 
who  may  now  and  hereafter  make  application  ; 
or  does  it  include  also  those  others  who  are  al- 
ready in  Institute  membership  and  are  not  in 
membership  with  their  State  society,  either  from 
never  having  applied  or  because  they  are  dead- 
beats  and  have  been  dropped  from  the  list?  If 
the  latter  we  know  of  several  who  are  cutting 
big  swarths  in  the  Institute  who  are  down  in  the 
State  society  books  as  the  deadest  kind  *n  dead- 
beats.  If  the  law  referred  to  does  not  cover  this 
latter  gentry  does  the  Institute  want  them  in  its 
membership? 
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The  horse  Habit  and  Some  Others. 

Under  a  suitable  caption,  a  recent  number  oi 
the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  discusses  the  finan- 
cial burden  of  the  horse  and  buggy  to  the  ordi- 
nary doctor,  and  as  well  points  out  the  Heedless- 
ness of  the  habit. 

Coming  from  the  staid  and  conservative  East, 
and  promulgated  by  so  eloquent  an  editor  as 
Bartlett,  the  opinions  voiced  must  command  atten- 
tion and  be  regarded  with  respect  for  their  finan- 
cial sanity,  as  well  as  for  their  timeliness  and 
appropriateness. 

To  us,  as  to  every  young-  man  just  starting 
out.  the  horse  habit  was  an  extremely  vexatious 
proposition.  Like  unto  that  recent  gradu- 
ate, our  first  endeavor  was  to  drive,  and  like 
unto  him.  we  found  it  dfhcult  to  secure  the  usual 
means;  but  the  horse  came  at  last,  and  as  we  had 
no  very  large  practice,  the  expense  of  his  feeding 
was  not  great,  though  his  cleanliness  was  not  a 
shining  mark.     This  was  in  the  country. 

In  Cleveland,  however,  where  the  city  is  built 
in  a  narrow  strip  along  the  border  of  the  lake, 
with  half-a-dozen  or  more  parallel  trolley  lines 
and  a  convenient  cross-town  line,  cars  well  heated 
and  lighted,  and  traveling  at  a  rate  of  speed  not 
ofun  equaled  by  the  doctor's  nag.  we  soon  found 
the  horse  unnecessary,  an  expensive  luxury;  and 
the  obligation  to  drive  him  through  the  streets 
whether  we  wanted  to  stay  at  home  or  not,  a 
nuisance.  Again  in  the  better  parts  of  our  city, 
and  certainly  in  the  newer  parts,  barns  are  not 
often  built  or  permitted  to  be  built,  so  that  the 
cost  of  keeping  the  animal  at  a  distant  livery, 
with  a  daily  delivery  of  the  rig,  ready  for 
at  the  hitching  post  in  front  of  the  office,  entailed 
an  expense  which  made  deep  inroads  in  the  usual 
parish  practice  receipts.  With  those  of  the  pro- 
fessional brethren  who  have  had  indulgent  rela- 
tives to  send  them  a  horse  and  buggy,  or  those 
others  who  have  barn-facilities  with  snuff-col 
driver  in  a  snuff-colored  livery,  it  may  not  be  so 
bad.  though  even  here  the  expense  is  an  item  to 
consider,  ami  oftentimes  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  need  or  the  comfort. 

When  the  bicycle  fever  attacked  our  city,  and 
before  the  trust  leveled  up  the  price  to  an  impos- 
sible proposition,  for  the  second  time  since  "  li 
ing  "  in  Cleveland,  we  disposed  of  our  team  and 
took  to  the  -teed  of  steel,  and  some  of  the  craft. 
OUrself  among  the  number,  have  continued  to 
bestride  this  patient  and  ever-ready  Rosinante 
even  to  this  day,  barring  a  few  months  in  the 
heart  of  winter.  In  the  winter  time  a  warm  car, 
well-lighted  and  ventilated,  and  carrying  the  doc- 
tor within  a   few  blocks  of  his  patient,  presents 


many  a  half  hour  for  reading,  or  studying,  or 
fraternizing  with  other  dot-tors,  as  well  as  getting 
better  acquainted  with  his  people,  the  mo 
whom  ride  in  cars,  though  they  have  tine,  b! 
animals  at  home — for  the  women  folks  to  drive 
or  for  a  spin  in  the  evening  or  of  a  Sunday  after- 
n<  ion. 

Not  so  very  long  ago  an  elderly  and  prominent 
physician  in  commenting  upon  our  freedom  of 
movement  with  bike  and  trolley  car.  said:  "  I 
wish  to  God  I  could  lay  off  my  horse  and  take 
to  the  wheel  and  trolley;  for  the  old  nag  eats  her 
head  off  regularly  about  once  in  so  often;  be- 
sides I  am  exposed  to  the  winds  and  rains  and 
storms  of  the  winter  with  all  the  increased 
liability  at  my  age  to  pneumonia,  and  kindred 
diseases;  then,  there  is  the  constant  and  ever- 
present  danger  of  collisions  with  other  vehicles 
or  trolley  cars,  or  runaways — every  serious  acci- 
dent I  have  had  in  the  past  twenty  years  was 
caused  while  driving.  But  it  is  a  hard  problem  for 
one  of  my  standing  and  age  to  suddenly  leavi 
the  horse  habit  and  'hoof  and  hike'  it  to  some 
of  my  grandiose  patients,  who  would  rather  be 
sick  for  several  weeks  with  an  expensive  doctor 
rig  standing  at  her  door  twice  or  thrice  daily, 
than  to  get  unostentatiously  well  in  a  few  days 
unde  the  ministrations  of  a  bike  or  an  on- foot 
doctor." 

The  horse  habit  is  one  of  the  relics  of  our  medi- 
cal infanthood,  as  the  green  bag  was  of  the  law- 
yer, and  the  long-tailed  black  coat  and  austere, 
forbidding  countenance  was  of  the  preacher.  It 
came  into  civilization  with  the  proforated  cane. 
snuff-box,  and  the  full-bottomed  wig;  with  the 
later  full-beard,  and  the  spectacles,  the  preacher- 
princealbert  coat,  the  Sunday  school  class,  the 
village  choir,  the  "plug"-hat,  the  over-shiny  boots, 
and  the  obstetric  satchel.  And  it  is  hard  to  teach 
an  old  doctor  new  tricks,  or  to  get  his  female 
clientele  to  understand  that  it  is  not  poverty 
which  has  caused  him  to  come  to  them  on  foot. 

The  new  era  of  specialism  in  medicine  which 
is  upon  us.  with  banking  hours  for  office  hours 
and  sky  scraper  offices,  with  no  night  work,  and 
no  "  ride."  has  rapidly  cut  in  on  the  horse  habit; 
and  surely  with  these  set-apart  and  successful 
practitioners  the  absence  of  horse  and  buggy  can- 
not be  ascribed  either  to  lack  of  success  or  paucity 
of    funds. 

The  automobile  has  in  our  cities  taken  some- 
what the  plai  and  buggy.  That 
which  has  been  said  in  reference  to  the  horse,  in 
the  main  applies  to  the  automobile.  It  will  be 
found,  we  think,  with  some  exceptions  ><\  course, 
that  those  who  make  much  use  ^i  the  devil-cart 
have  always  been  of  the  noise-making,  fire-alarm 
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class,  who  arc  preceded  by  a  blare  of  trumpets, 
and  a  crash  of  cymbals.  This  does  not  mean  that 
all,  or  by  any  means,  the  majority  of  whizz-cart 
owners  in  the  profession  ride  for  this  or  these  rea- 
sons :  but  it  does  refer  to  that  class  who  invested 
a  thousand  dollars  in  the  noisiest  of  machines. 
and  who  when  they  visit  a  patient  come  down 
the  street  like  a  house-a-fire  with  bells  ringing 
and  horns  blowing ;  it  refers  to  that  class  who, 
waxing  fat  on  their  contract  practice — which  they 
deny — were  always  large  and  blatant  disturbers 
of  the  quiet  of  the  city,  and  now  run  chariot 
races  with  the  ambulances  and  police  patrol. 
These  men  have  always  worked  at  the  doctor- 
business  in  the  serene  conviction  that  he  is  the 
best  doctor,  certainly  the  best  paid,  who  wears 
the  correctest  block  of  hat,  has  the  best  bed- 
side manner,  and  drives  the  costliest  and  showiest 

rig- 

In  the  country,  here  and  there,  there  still  re- 
mains the  primal  necessity  for  horse  and  vehicle. 
Yet  even  here  the  building  of  trolley  lines,  the 
making  of  better  roads,  and  the  rapid  incur- 
sion of  suburban  lines  is  rapidly  shutting 
out  the  heavy-footed  •  horse  and  the  piano- 
box  buggy.  When  this  shall  be  fully  accom- 
plished ;  when  the  country  doctor  may  visit  his 
patients  by  wheel  or  trolley ;  he  will  rejoice  with 
us  in  his  release  from  his  former  thralldom  to 
the  two-wheeled  Columbus  cart  with  all  its  soul- 
destroying  and  kidney-shattering  possibilities. 
♦     •» 

An  Impossible  Possibility. 

"  That's  easy  of  solution,"  said  the  appealed 
to  professional  man  and  professor-specialist  now 
traveling  in  Europe,  when  asked  how  to  re-secure 
a  number  of  ex-Professors  whose  portfolios  were 
such  as  to  preclude  all  ordinary  means  of  getting 
anything  out  of  the  Professorships,  mentioning 
particularly  the  materia  medica  man,  who  had 
resisted  all  approaches,  being  moved  neither  by 
cajolements  nor  appeals  to  his  sense  of  duty. 
"  What  you  need  to  do  is  to  level  up  your  pro- 
fessorships. Your  Professor  of  clinical  medi- 
cine, for  instance,  who  admittedly  gets  a  rake- 
off  out  of  his  college  connection  of  not  less  than 
$5000  a  year ;  your  gynecological  expert  who  does 
as  well  if  not  better;  your  several  surgeons  and 
eve  and  ear  and  nose  and  throat  specialists  who 
are  coining  money  annually  because  of  their  col- 
lege connection  and  their  frequent  ability  to 
'  switch  '  a  good,  fat,  pay  case  into  their  private 
practice,  ought  to  be  made  to  '  come  down  with 
the  dust  '  handsomely,  and  so  create  a  fund  from 
which  to  pay  that  other  series  of  necessary  Pro- 
fessors, who  cannot  get  anything  out  of  their 
professorships  save  and  except  the  empty  title 
or  the  almost  despised  brazen  halo.  These  lat- 
ter men,  you  admit,  are  necessary  absolutely  to 
keeping  your  college  in  existence,  to  give  it  body 
and  substance  as  and  for  a  homeopathic  school ; 
while  the  others,  these  acorn-fed,  well-paid  Pro- 


fessors, who  have  billets  that  are  just  as  well- 
taught  in  the  old  school,  perhaps  a  little  better, 
are  really  ornaments,  if  not  actual  excrescences 
on  the  body  homeopathic.  Truly  vour  faculty  or 
its  trustees  or  the  high-muckety-muck  whoever 
or  whatever  he  or  they  may  be,  ought  to  level 
up  the  emoluments  of  your  teaching  corps.  You 
will  never  get  a  good  teacher  of  homeopathy  for 
your  faculty  and  the  sake  of  the  school  until  you 
make  it  an  object  for  him  to  come.  If  he  has 
a  private  practice — and  you  don't  want  anyone 
else — he  will  fail  to  see  it  his  duty  to  give  up 
that  practice  in  order  to  help  your  mechanical- 
old-school-order  of  professors  out  of  a  deep  dark 
hole.  It  isn't  fair  to  ask  one  or  two  men  to  give 
up  their  time  and  labor  and  study  and  help  you 
mechanical  and  specialist  experts  to  get  your  col- 
lege on  its  behind  legs  again,  after  your  eye  and 
ear  and  nose  and  throat  and  gynecological  and 
surgical  and  other  demonstrable  and  operative 
professors  have  got  the  school  so  nearly  un- 
homeopathized  that  Hahnemann  himself  wouldn't 
know  it  if  he  should  happen  to  stroll  into  it.  Oh, 
yes,  granted  all  that — that  the  woods  are  full  of 
bright  young  men  who  would  come  in  willingly 
to  teach  materia  medica ;  indeed  they  would  be 
dee-lighted  to  read  a  remedy  or  two  or  more 
each  week  from  Farrington  or  Allen  or  Kent ; 
they  might  even  be  prevailed  upon  to  pay  a  little 
something  for  the  privilege  of  using  the  pro- 
fessorial title  on  their  letter  heads  and  bill- 
heads. 

Reputation  and  consultations?  Well,  we  can 
dismiss  the  first  in  a  very  few  words.  What  you 
want  the  man  for  is  because  of  his  reputation ; 
therefore  the  extra  reputation  he  would  get  by 
joining  your  college  forces  is  nil.  That's  right, 
isn't  it?  And  as  for  consultations:  if  you  had  a 
severe  case  and  needed  consultation  would  you 
called  in  a  materia  medica  expert?  Well,  hardly, 
if  you  told  the  whole  truth.  You  would  call  in 
the  best  specialist  in  your  bunch,  to  see  why  you 
with  vour  specialist-knowledge  could  not  do  the 
right  thing  by  your  patient.  And  so  with  the 
rest  of  you  specialists.  When  you  have  found 
that  your  fifteen  or  twenty  remedies  plus  your 
mechanical  endeavors  have  not  benefited  your 
patient  then  you  call  in  someone  in  your  class, 
and  that  man  is  not  the  materia  medica  expert 
who  teaches  that  remedies  given  singly,  at  shorter 
or  longer  intervals,  and  in  minimum  doses,  is  the 
cure.  But  to  come  right  down  to  the  milk  in 
the  cocoanut.  I  spoke,  once  upon  a  time,  to  an 
ex-professor  of  materia  medica  on  this  topic,  ask- 
ing what  had  been  his  revenue  from  consultations 
through  his  connection  with  the  college ;  and  he 
answered  that  in  twenty-three  years  he  could 
not  remember  to  have  had  a  single  such  consul- 
tation. It  simply  won't  do.  my  friend.  You 
must  get  busy  with  some  other  tangible  way  for 
remunerating  your  materia  medica  and  thera- 
peutic specialists :  and  those  several  others  who 
are  not  operating  specialists. 
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It  you  want  to  put  life  into  your  homepathic 
college,  or,  for  that  matter,  into  any  homeopathic 
college  in  this  day  of  grace  in  the  year  of  our  1  .<  >rd 
and  bastard  homeopathy  you  will  do  as  New  York 
has  done,  open  the  front  door,  sweep  out  all  the 
accumulated  barnacles  in  the  professorial  chair-., 
and  then  call  in  a  series  of  serious  men  and 
homeopaths  who  will  give  stability  and  standing 
as  well  as  homeopathy  to  the  school. 

1  [ahnemann  of  Chicago  is  never  weary  of  well- 
doing, of  improving  itself;  for  while  it  failed  to 
gobble  up  Nash  it  did  secure  Kent  and  Far- 
rington  and  now  Crutcher;  and  its  insatiate  maw 
is  stretched  wide  open  to  get  whatever  else  of 
first-class  homeopathic  teaching  may  be  found  in 
the  market ;  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  has  that 
old  homeopathic  wheel-horse,  Cowperthwaite ; 
Hering  has  Intermittent  Fever  Allen;  Ann  Arbor 
got  Dewey,  and  a  prince  of  good  fellows  and 
teachers  he  is,  as  we  all  know ;  see  what  a  school 
he  and  Hinsdale  and  Copeland  have  made  of  that 
former  little  six-pence-tuppenny  college.  It's  an 
axiom  of  business,  that  should  not  require  any 
very  extended  instruction,  that  when  you  have 
anything  to  sell,  you  must  put  your  best  foot 
forward ;  get  the  best  there  is  in  the  market,  and 
so  attract  that  madding  crowd  which  is  looking 
for  your  best.  But  you  will  never  fill  your  empty 
and  dusty  benches  by  adhering  to  your  old  style 
of  doing  business  that  was  old  fifty  years  ago. 
You  will  have  to  do  as  the  business  man  does, 
go  out  and  hustle.  It  isn't  all  State  law  and 
uplifted  standard  that  is  keeping  students  from 
your  doors.  The  fault  lies  more  elsewhere. 
You  know  where  it  is  as  well  as  I.  Go  for  it, 
eradicate  it.  You  have  permitted  your  faculty 
to  monkey  with  homeopathy;  you  have  belittled 
it  and  derided  it  upon  any  and  every  occasion, 
by  precept  but  more  oft  by  example ;  and  you 
have  permitted  your  teaching  corps  to  become 
mechanicalized — knife,  axe,  bludgeon  for  any- 
thing from  corns  to  allopecia  longitudinally,  and 
latitudinally  from  dactylitis  on  the  one  hand  to 
ring-worm  on  the  other,  with  only  enough  home- 
opathy to  save  your  face.  That's  why  you  can't 
get  a  decent  man  to  imperil  his  reputation  and 
his  private  practice  to  come  among  you  to  be 
made  the  butt  of  every  freshman  for  teaching 
the  cure  of  things  with  small  doses  of  the  single 
remedy  when  it  is  so  easy  to  use  a  knife  or  a 
speculum  or  a  slap-stick.  Your  specialists  are 
homeopaths?  Not  so  as  anyone  can  notice  it! 
Examine  their  lockers  some  time — come  over  and 
look  at  mine — and  note  the  double  rows  of  pound 
bottles  we  use.  It  is  all  blessed,  blooming 
tommyrot  to  speak  of  a  homeopathic  specialist 
who  uses  a  knife  or  a  speculum.  Follow  that 
man  to  his  nearest  drug  store  and  note  the  brand 
of  homeopathy  he  prescribes.  And  if  in  the  first 
year  or  two  he  tries  to  make  himself  believe  that 
he  is  indeed  a  homeopath  by  religiously  pre- 
scribing the  mild  remedy  in  the  milder  dose,  be- 
hold  how   soon   he   will   converge   to  fifteen    or 


twenty  remedies  which  he  finds  so  continually 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  specialty  work 
in  which  he  is  engaged.  If  you  want  a  homeo- 
pathic teacher  you  must  do  with  that  chair  as 
you  have  done  with  surgery  and  with  gynecology 
—get  a  specialist,  and  specialists  come  high! 
You  must  get  someone  who  believes  in  home- 
opathy, who  knows  how  to  prescribe  it,  who  has 
had  sufficient  practice  to  speak  from  experience, 
who  can  quote  line  and  precept  as  well  as  exact 
cases  in  proof  of  what  he  is  teaching;  one  who 
will  not  cringe  before  the  cracking  of  the  whip 
in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  or  the  gynecol 
or  the  eye  and  ear  surgeons  and  all  or  any  of  the 
others.  Oh,  you  have  two  good  homeopathic 
teachers  as  it  is,  have  you?  Well,  what  do  you 
want  the  other  fellow  for?  Merely  for  his  repu- 
tation and  influence!  So  I  supposed.  And  the 
other  fellow  very  properly  thinks  that  its  a  damn- 
able bit  of  hoggishness  for  ten  or  fifteen  of  your 
mechanical  professors  to  line  their  nests  out  of 
their  college  connection,  while  he  is  asked  to  go 
your  college  like  a  good,  little  ba-ba  sheep,  with- 
out money  ami  without  price,  and  give  his  prac- 
tice and  his  services  for  the  Good  of  the  Caws! 
What  you  want  is  his  name  to  build  up  once  more 
a  homeopathic  reputation,  so  that  your  mechanic- 
alized faculty  may  have  more  students  and  be- 
cause thereof  more  pay  patients  from  whom  to 
collect  a  handsome  little  fee  ever  and  anon. 

Well,  I  think  myself,  the  gentleman  who  is 
so  elusive  and  exclusive  and  so  unpatriotic  as 
not  to  care  to  sacrifice  his  practice  and  his  com- 
fort in  order  that  your  college  and  its  coterie 
of  operators  may  have  a  better  reputation  in  the 
American  Institute  is  a  bit  queer.  He  ought  to 
fall  all  over  himself  to  serve  you  in  this  God- 
given,  noble  way.  Any  or  all  of  you  specialists 
would  do  the  same,  if  you  didn't  get  a  blessed 
cent  out  of  the  college,  wouldn't  you?  Well. 
well,  you  mechanical  professors  don't  want  much, 
do   you  ?  " 

•      ♦ 

That  Traveling  Scholar  Report. 

We  are  both  surprised  and  pained  to  note  that 
the  (London)  Monthly  Homeopathic  Review  for 
March,  under  its  Xotabilia,  does  not  quote  from 
our  complimentary  criticism  anent  the  American 
visit  of  that  royal  good  fellow,  gentleman  of  the 
old  school  and  scholar,  and  judge  of  good — 
Homeopathy,  Dr.  Searson.  The  journal  men- 
tioned, quoted  from  several  American  medical 
magazines,  but  omits  our  own  chaste  contribu- 
tion. What  have  we  been  and  gone  and  done  to 
Dyce  Brown  that  he  will  not  give  us  tin-  bit  of 
passing  notoriety — we  who  seek  for  such  pabu- 
lum so  much — by  not  including  the  AMERICAN 
Physician  in  his  quotations?  However,  we 
don't  really  care  so  awfully  much  about  it  anyhow 
r  all.  for  there  is  Brer  Clarke,  of  th<  Homeo- 
pathic World,  who  will  give  us.  we  doubt  not, 
the  accolade  of  notice.      But   see  here,  you   Engr- 
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Ushers,  the  next  time  when  the  British  Homeo- 
pathic Society  sends  a  Traveling  Scholar  to 
America,  let  him  come,  like  Haroun  Al  Raschid, 

incog.,   with    Dewey   as   Grand    Vizier,   and 

as  Mesrour,  Chief  of  Eunuchs,  and  we  will  guar- 
antee that  he,  she  or  they,  will  see  and  hear 
things  in  broad  daylight  both  homeopathic  and 
non-homeopathic  in  homeopathic  colleges,  that 
will  seem,  and,  in  actuality,  will  be  more  startling 
than  were  the  seven  porters,  each  blind  of  the 
right  eye,  or  even  that  marvelous  cure  for  acute 
prostatitis  which  Searson  heard  of.  But  the  pro- 
position is  plain  enough,  and  who  doesn't  know  it, 
— when  we  expect  a  distinguished  guest,  we  al- 
ways brace  up  and  have  some  style  about  us ; 
we  usually  kill  a  calf  and  churn ;  we  have  hot 
water  on  the  stove  and  lemons  and  other  suc- 
culent things  in  the  larder ;  we  take  the  dust- 
covers  off  of  our  horse-haired  furniture ;  we  re- 
polish  our  brass  signs,  and  have  our  'igh  'at  re- 
ironed.  And  we  would  kindly  suggest,  further, 
and  in  the  conclusion,  that  the  next  Traveling 
Scholar  travel  over  our  land  a  wee  bit,  and  not 
take  up  his  three  months'  residence  on  the  At- 
lantic seaboard  or  in  Chicago.  There  are  things 
homeopathic  to  be  seen  in  Kansas  C  ity,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  San  Francisco,  Iowa  City,  Baltimore, 
yea.  even  in  Cleveland  that  would  be  a  large  les- 
son to  the  Traveling  Scholar.  We  inland  and 
wild-and-woolly  cities  of  the  west  and  south  are 
jealous  and  deem  it  unfair  to  judge  homeopathy 
in  America  by  what  was  heard  in  that  one 
Chicago  Homeopathic  college.  In  all  this,  how- 
ever, there  is  not  one  word  of  complaint  against 
Searson,  who,  from  every  account  which  reached 
us  during  his  stay  in  our  midst,  is  a  jolly,  good 
fellow,  a  man  it  was  a  pleasure  to  meet,  and  one 
from  whom  it  was  hard  to  part. 

At   the   moment  of  writing  we  are  unable  to 
suggest  a  proper  male  person  for  this  office ;  for 
thus  far  in  America  the  unsexing  outrage  is  per- 
petrated only  upon  the  female  sex. 
♦      ♦ 

The  Colorado  Proposition  and  Others. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Smythe,  formerly  editor  of  the 
L  ritique,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Colorado  Homeo- 
pathic Society  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  in 
answer  to  the  Open-Door  resolutions  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  which  contain 
some  amusing  if  not  novel  propositions.  Having 
said  this  and  also,  to  add  an  implied  praise  of 
Brer.  Smythe's  originality,  we  hark  back  to  our 
former  oosition  that  these  overtures  from  the  old 
school  may  not  all  have  been  made  in  the  belief, 
so  virtuously  expressed  by  the  several  recipient 
homeopathic  societies,  for  the  purpose  of  wiping 
out  homeopathy,  but  in  reality  tendered  in  the 
spirit  of  amity,  peace  and  harmony.  It  is  not 
conceivable  that  a  body  of  men  as  uniformly  cul- 
tured as  is  the  old  school  the  world  over,  and 
from  whom  the  modern  homeopathic  school  has 
taken  so  great  a  per  cent,  of  its  college  and  prac- 
tice ideas,  is  engaged  in  this  offer  of  fraternity 


with  ulterior  and  base  views  and  motives.  It 
may  be  and  possibly  is  different  in  many  of  our 
American  cities ;  but  in  Cleveland,  where  years 
ago  the  homeopaths  had  the  credit  of  pulling  the 
most  silver  doorbells,  the  profession  of  medicine, 
old  school,  homeops.,  and  eclectics  meet  in  daily 
intercourse,  and  in  completest  amity.  It  will  be 
some  time,  if  ever,  before  a  series  of  resolutions, 
such  as  have  been  tendered  to  other  homeopathic 
bodies,  and  by  them  refused  with  lots  of  news- 
paper trumpeting  of  their  Pecksniffian  righteous- 
ness, will  be  received,  and  if  received,  refused 
with  that  dramatic  resonance,  and  lime-lighted 
Podsnappian  wave  of  the  hand  which  has  thus 
far  characterized  so  many  of  the  refusals.  And 
still,  and  yet,  and  again  we  may  be  reckoning 
without  our  resolution-inditing  host.  Our  local 
society  is  very  much  made  up  of  college  people, 
and  among  these  are  several  good  resolution 
writers  and  journal  contributors,  who  would  en- 
joy the  opportunity  of  posing  large  and  full- 
sized  and  round  and  ornate,  as  exemplars  of  the 
good  old-fashioned  homeopathy  and — some  other 
things. 

Let  us  be  reasonable  in  this  matter.  We  claim 
to  be  advanced  thinkers  along  other  lines  of 
medical  endeavor.  We  have  always  prided  our- 
selves on  being  in  advance  on  matters  relating  to 
the  welfare  of  general  medicine ;  why,  then,  be 
so  pig-headed  and  unreasonable  on  this  proposi- 
tion, which  may  be  based  in  good  faith?  Why  not 
stop  a  moment  in  our  childish  career  of  homeric 
denunciation  of  these  efforts  at  peace,  and  con- 
sider why  these  propositions  have  been  made? 

Look  at  the  present-day  homeopathic  profes- 
sion, and  note  its  practice,  as  well  as  its  trend. 
Note  what  the  great  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy  has  done  to  increase  popular  confi- 
dence in  homeopathic  medicine.  Note  what  the 
societies  have  done  in  the  way  of  a  lively  pretense 
of  being  all-absorbed  in  the  upbuilding  and  sus- 
taining of  the  motto  of  our  school.  Note  what 
many  of  our  alleged  homeopathic  colleges  are 
doing,  and  have  been  doing  for  the  last  five  or 
ten  years,  in  the  way  of  teaching  all  the  old- 
school  specialties  with  old-school  books,  tech- 
nique, plus  a  chair  or  two  or  three  of  harmless 
didactic  lectures  on  kindergarten  materia  medica, 
with  never  a  thought  of  the  true  significance  of 
Hahnemann's  purpose  and  law. 

When  the  average  and  intelligent  allopath  fol- 
lows a  homeopath,  alleged  or  actual,  and  finds 
that  his  predecessor  in  the  case  has  used  quinine 
in  four-grain  capsules  and  even  greater,  castor 
oil  ad  nauseam,  hypodermics  of  morphine,  anti- 
toxin for  diphtheria,  combination  tablets,  homeo- 
pathic-pharmacy-made dysentery  cures,  rheuma- 
tism cures,  cancer  cures.  N-raying  for  cancers, 
methylene-blue  for  acute  urethritis,  and  old- 
school  copied  operations  for  pretty  nearly  every- 
thing else,  what  right  have  we  to  bestride  that 
high  horse  of  indignation,  and  parade  ourselves 
and  our  virtuous  grievances,  if  a  large  and  power- 
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ful  bod)  of  professional  people  invites  us  to  come 
into  the  fold  proper  and  participate  in  full  of  all 
their  hospitality,  open  and  above  hoard,  and  thus 
cease  stealing  from  them  serum  therapy,  elec- 
tricity, and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter? 

If  we  are  going  to  persist  in  our  diverse  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  being  neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  g 
Holland  herrings,  isn't  it  about  time,  in  ord< 
continue  to  he  classed  as  reasonable  and  sensible 
people,  that  we  drop  all  party  designations  and 
come  into  that  great  and  all-embracing  school  to 
d<    a-   we  like,  and  which  is  about   what   we  are 
doing  at  this  time,  hut  under  cover,  for  fear  si 
few   of  the   rabid,  old-fashioned   homeopaths  ge\ 
wind  of  it,  or  it  become  known  to  time-serving 
state  officials  or  college  professors  and  journal- 
ists? 

While  our  eloquent  and  humorous  Brer. 
Smythe  has  seized  upon  a  funny  bone  in  the  con- 
tention, and  is  like  to  make  much  of  it  and  truly 
so.  still,  above  and  beyond  all  that,  it  lies  with  us 
as  a  profession  to  pull  up  and  examine  our  own 
skirts,  and  see  why  it  is  the  old  school  has  become 
so  emboldened  as  to  ask  of  us  an  inglorious  sur- 
render of  our  birthright  :  to  see  what  that  fault  is 
which  now  gives  our  ancient  enemy  the  courage 
to  propose  this  peculiar  compact,  which  in  the 
retime  almost  everybody  would  have  regarded 
a-  downright  insult  to  he  spurned  without  a  mo- 
ment's dramatic  advertisement  of  ourselves  and 
our  virtues. 

Some  Xew  York  legislator,  name  already  for- 
gotten, received  a  pass  from  a  railroad  company 
with  their  compliments.  Air.  Legislator,  being  a 
righteous  and  exceedingly  virtuous  man.  re- 
turned  the   pass   with   a   long  letter   reciting  the 

alogue  of  his  virtues  at  length  and  in  full.  S  1 
far  his  conduct,  if  damfoolish,  was  fairly  what 
might  he  expected  of  these  high  and  mighty  and 
awfully  good  people ;  but  it  didn't  stop  at  that. 
Mat  letter  was  copied  and  processed,  and  sent 
broadcast  by  its  writer  over  the  state.  Whereat 
the  press  of  the  state  had  something  to  say  of  the 
inherent  value  of  advertising  himself  for  the  next 
election  by  this  awfully  virtuous  up-country  New 
York  legislator.  And  our  sympathies,  like  those 
of  the  public  and  press,  were  with  the  railroad 
company. 

Have  we  not  now  almost  a  parallel  case  with, 
the  high  and  mighty  several  stal  county  so- 

cieties, the  country  over,  who  are  refusing  the 
bribe  I  ? )  tendered  them  by  the  old  school  of 
medicine,  which  the  most  of  us  are  following  con- 
sciously or  unconsciously  to-day  ?  Would  it 
1  wiser  and  better  to  stop  this  indecent  parade 
our  decency  and  look  within  and  note  why  it  is 
that  the  old  school  has  become  so  emboldened  as 
to  publicly  offer  us  affiliation  with  themsel 
Is  there  no1  -rave  cause  for  apprehensi,  ,n  of  some 
existent  evil  in  our  very  vital  midst  when  these 
overtures  to  join  them  come  so  frequently? 

If  the  individual  practitioner  of  homeopathv-- 
now  mark  well  what  we  sav — was  asked  to  vote 


privately  and  secretly  on  the  proposition  of  amal- 
gamation with  the  old  school,  what,  think  you, 
would  he  the  result?  lias  anyone  thought  of 
that?  Do  we  not  know  it  to  he  a  fact  that  some 
of  the  finest  paper-readers,  some  of  the  most  elo- 
quent talkers  in  the  public  meetings,  are  doing 
the  very  things  which  they  in  public  condemn?' 
Thou  art  the  man  !  Resolutions  are  easily  drafte  I 
and  almost  as  easily  passed.  As  a  rule,  they  are 
as  honest  in  their  expression  of  sincerity  or  of 
truth,  as  the  average  series  passed  at  the  close  of  a 
society  meeting  to  the  hotel  and  press  for  their 
excellent  attention  and  service.  They  are  a  for- 
mality and  mean  nothing. 

Lest  we  forget,  and  are  accused,  as  has  been 
recently  brought  to  our  attention,  of  pleading 
old-school  amalgamation  we  say,  here  and  now, 
■  '.  e  have  said  a  half-hundred  times,  we  have 
no  such  thought:  but  that  we  mention  these  de- 
fects in  our  practice,  in  our  school,  in  our  societies 
chief  and  subordinate,  to  cry  a  halt  to  our  inevit- 
rotlt  as  homeopaths;  to  call  attention  for  a 
ed)  betterment  in  our  practice  and  schools; 
to  plead  in  megaphonic  tones  for  a  return  to  the 
homeopathy pf  our  Fathers,  undiluted,  unlimited, 
and  undisputed!  Homeopathv  did  wonders  in 
its  earlier  life,  else  We  had  never  been  heard  from. 
It  can  do  so  again  ;  it  does  do  so  every  day  in  the 
hands  oi  those  few  remaining  members  of  the 
Old  Guard  who  die  but  never  surrender,  and 
who  use  it  with  intelligence  and  honest  v.  It  is 
an  absolute  Truth,  an  absolute  Law.  and  will  i 
tinue  to  he  such  if  we  hut  stick  to  it.  But  it 
cannot  he  saved  to  us  and  our  children  by  this 
pitiful  first-aid-to-the-wounded  sort  of  teaching 
and  practice,  and  writing  and  speechifying  to  the 
galleries,  which  is  doing  slipshod  service  as  and 
for  Homeopathy. 

♦     • 

The  Necessity  for  lmpro\ing   the    Teaching  of 
Massage. 

As  massage  and  exercises  are  now  recognized 
as  valuable  therapeutic  agents,  it  is  time  that 
something  was  done  to  improve  the  training  of 
the  masseur  or  masseuse.  This  is  the  only  wav 
topping  the  •'  invasion  "  by  the  Scandinavian 
"  medical  gymnast." 

The    mechanical    manipulations    that    are    now 
taught  to  nurses  under  the  name  of  "  ma 
are  useless   for  the  treatment  of  local  affections. 
I  have  seen  i  carried  out  in  large  hospitals 

in  a  way  that  has  been  nothing  but  an  often  ele- 
gant and  intricate  hut  u  playing  about  on 
the  skin.  Beyond  a  slight  stimulation  of  the 
superficial  nerve  endings,  the  effect  of  such  a  mas- 
must  be  absolutely  nil. 

I  h(  I  rench  and  the  <  iermans  have  attempted 
to  make  an  "  art  "  of  massage,  and  have  invented 
an  enormous  number  of  complicated  movements 
that  can  only  appear  ridiculous  to  an  intelligent 
practitioner.     As  a  handicraft,  massage  is  verv 
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simple  and  can  be  learnt  in  a  few  days,  but  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  tbat  the  masseur  should  have 
a  knowledge  of  the  muscles  and  their  actions, 
and  the  positions  of  the  principal  blood  vessels 
and  nerves,  to  be  able  to  carry  out  instructions 
intelligently. 

The  treatment  must  necessarily  differ  accord- 
ing to  the  structure  one  wishes  to  reach.  For 
instance,  the  emptying  of  the  superficial  blood 
vessels  is  effected  by  means  of  a  superficial 
"  effleurage  " ;  a  wasted  muscle  is  kneaded  or 
"  petrissaged  "  in  its  whole  extent,  and  the  break- 
ing down  of  adhesions  or  muscle  infiltrations  is 
effected  by  means  of  a  localized  friction  over  the 
affected  area.  Suppose  I  have  a  patient  suffering 
from  the  common  affection  of  supraorbital  neural- 
gia with  palpable  thickening  of  the  nerve  sheath, 
and  wish  to  cure  this  by  massage,  how  is  the  mas- 
seur to  carry  out  my  instructions  if  he  does  not 
even  know  the  position  of  the  nerve?  For  the 
proper  giving  of  exercises — and  without  addi- 
tional exercises  massage  is  not  often  indicated — 
the  knowledge  of  the  action  of  the  muscles  is 
essential,  as  everyone  knows  that  the  number 
of  muscles  implicated  in  any  muscular  action 
varies  with  the  primary  position  of  the  patient. 
The  correct  giving  of  the  exercises  is  of  special 
importance  in  the  treatment  of  lateral  curvature. 

The  superiority  of  the  Swedish  masseur  does 
not  depend  on  the  knowledge  of  any  speciallv 
effective  manipulations,  but  simply  on  the  fact 
that  he  is  taught  the  necessary  anatomy  and  can 
therefore  intelligently  carry  out  one's  instruc- 
tions. 

At  the  two  chief  gymnastic  institutes  in  Stock- 
holm the  training  extends  over  two  years,  but 
this  includes  the  teaching  of  drill  and  some  theo- 
retical teaching  that  would  be  considered  unneces- 
sary here.  I  believe  that  a  year's,  or  even  a 
nine-months',  training  would  be  sufficient  for  an 
intelligent  person  to  become  a  useful  masseur  or 
masseuse. 

If  the  medical  profession  object  to  this  training 
from  the  fear  of  turning  out  yet  another  set  of 
unqualified  practitioners  it  will  be  necessary  for 
them  to  self-undertake  cases  of  local  massage  if 
they  wish  to  obtain  such  good  results  from  this 
treatment. — N.  Y.  Lancet. 


Truth  on  Eddyism. 

Our  contemporary.  Truth,  in  the  course  of  its 
chronic  campaign  against  imposition  of  every 
character,  has  recently  had  some  hard  things  to 
say  about  Eddyism.  These  drew  from  one  who 
is  apparently  an  adherent  of  Mrs.  Eddy  a  strong 
protest,  and  in  its  further  comments  Truth  sums 
up  the  general  situation  somewhat  neatly.  If. 
it  says,  a  man  suffering  from  pneumonia  elects 
to  dispense  with  medical  treatment,  which  it 
would  guess  was  in  this  case  more  a  matter  of 
nursing  than  anything  else,  there  is  some  chance 
of  his  recovery ;  how  much  chance  depends  on 


various  unknown  circumstances.  If  he  elects  to 
be  nursed  and  doctored  by  the  light  of  existing 
knowledge  his  chance  of  recovery  will  be  ma- 
terially increased,  to  what  extent  again  depending 
upon  unknown  circumstances.  His  recovery  in 
the  first  case  would  not  prove  that  he  was  wise  to 
dispense  with  medical  knowledge  and  skill,  nor 
would  his  death  in  the  second  prove  that  the 
doctor  killed  him.  But  if  a  man  with  neither 
medical  knowledge  nor  skill  persuades  a  sick  man 
to  be  treated  by  him  upon  principles  derived  from 
reading  the  Bible  and  the  sick  man  dies,  then 
that  person  should  bear  part  of  the  responsibility 
for  the  death,  even  though  it  cannot  be  proved 
that  the  deceased  would  have  recovered  under 
medical  treatment. 

The  hold  which  Christian  Science,  and  other 
forms  of  quackery  obtain  upon  some  people  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  there  are  a  great  many 
people  who  suppose  themselves  to  be  ill,  but  who 
really  have  nothing  whatever  the  matter  with 
them,  and  that  all  that  has  to  be  done  is  to  con- 
vince them  of  this.  It  is  certain,  also,  that  the 
mind  has  a  real  influence  on  the  body,  and  can 
affect  its  health  for  good  or  ill  without  the  assist- 
ance of  a  physical  agent.  This  fact  is  as  well 
known  to  medical  men  as  to  any  other  persons, 
but  until  perhaps  recently  and  in  connection  with 
hypnotic  influence  they  have  not  given  the  sub- 
ject as  much  study  as  it  deserves. 

It  is  to  these  two  facts  that  our  contemporary 
attributes  whatever  popularity  Christian  Science 
may  possess ;  and  its  adherents,  when  not  en- 
gaged in  "  curing "  people  who  are  perfectly 
well,  are  playing  with  an  obscure  force  of  which 
they  know  as  little  as  the  "  mesmerist  "  who 
cures  toothaches  and  headaches  at  a  country  fair. 
Their  creed,  therefore,  or  whatever  it  is  to  be 
called,  is  distinctly  mischievous,  because  it  teaches 
people  to  discard  the  knowledge  and  skill  in  the 
treatment  of  disease  that  have  been  laborously 
acquired  by  successive  generations  of  mankind, 
in  favor  of  a  precarious  and  doubtful  substitute. 
This,  says  Truth,  is  quackery  in  its  most  perni- 
cious form  by  whomsoever  it  be  practised. 
♦      ♦ 

Eddyism  in  Insanity  and  Divorce. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  in  the  work  of  so- 
called  Christian  Science  in  the  communities 
where  it  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time,  that 
it  produces  insanity  and.  what  is  even  worse, 
breaks  up  families,  on  account  of  its  baleful  view 
of  wedded  life.  One  who  has  himself  suffered, 
and  who  has  been  led  thereby  to  notice  the  ten- 
dency in  other  families,  writes  this  letter  to  the 
New  York  Sun  : 

"'  Within  the  circumscribed  range  of  my  own 
acquaintance  in  the  Christian  Science  church  1 
find  seven  cases  of  incurable  insanity.  In  five 
of  these  cases,  one  mother  and  four  wives  are 
well-known  healers.  The  sixth  and  seventh  are 
young  mothers  who  attempted  to  destroy  their 
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children,  driven  crazy  by  trying  to  elucidate  Mr-. 
Eddy's  problems.  There  is  something  about  the 
influence  of  Christian  Science  literature  on  an 
intense,  nervous,  excitable  temperament  that  leads 
to  this  result — the  remarkable  claims  made,  won- 
derful theories  advanced  are  clothed  in  mysteri- 
ous, obscure,  unmeaning  nothingness  it"  use 
their  own  word),  so  that  the  mind  is  first  at- 
tracted, delighted,  then  mystified,  and  finall)  lost 
in  attempting  to  understand  what  practically  has 
no  meaning  whatever. 

"A  physician  once  said  to  me:  '  Eddyites  are 
about  the  coldest-blooded  proposition  1  ever  met. 
They  have  no  heart,  little  or  no  affection,  and  are 
utterly  devoid  oi  sympathy.'  To  have  no  sym- 
pathy is  the  teaching  of  that  church. 

"  The  family  relation  as  taught  by  Mrs.  Eddy 
does  not  exist,  for  parental  affection  is  utterly 
ignored.  They  claim  no  father,  no  mother.  *  God 
i>  my  father.  He  is  my  mother,  and  I  do  not 
recognize  any  other  relationship.' 

"  When  Christian  Scientists  neglect  medical 
treatment  for  disease  the  law  may  interfere. 
They  have  great  respect  and  wholesome  fear  of 
the  law:  but  these  more  serious  injuries — insanity 
and  separation  of  families — no  one  can  reach  ex- 
cept through  public  sentiment.  If.  therefore,  I 
am  expressing  the  thoughts  of  many  who  are 
unhappy  sufferers  with  myself,  I  may  have  done 
good  service  in  calling  attention  to  this  subject. 

"A.  15.  C." 

In  these  days  when  the  legal  practice  of  medi- 
cine is  being  invaded  by  all  kinds  of  charlatanry 
and  impositions  it  may  be  of  passing  interest  to 
note  a  recent  decision  handed  down  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  X.  H.,  15  L.  R.  A.  121.  in  re 
Robinson  vs.  Robinson,  which  lays  down  the 
doctrine  that  the  practice  of  Christian  Science  as 
a  doctor  by  a  wife  even  where  she  believes  this 
to  be  her  duty  may  give  her  husband  grounds 
for  a  divorce,  under  general  laws  authorizing 
divorce  for  treatment  seriously  injuring  health, 
or  endangering  reason,  although  such  injury  to 
bealth  and  danger  to  reason  of  the  husband  i> 
due  to  his  abnormal  sensitiveness.  In  this  case, 
for  two  years  the  stream  of  matrimonial  bliss 
flowed  on  undisturbed,  but  found  shallows,  and 
was  finally  broken  up  by  the  wife  embracing 
Eddyism,  and  persisting  in  its  practice:  twenty 
witnesses,  including  four  reputable  physicians. 
swore  conclusively  that  the  course  of  the  defend- 
ant, the  wife,  was  grounds  for  a  divorce  under 
the  statute. 

The  growth  of  this  illusion  appears  to  have 
reached  its  zenith  now.  The  increase  during  the 
past  year  was  inconsiderable.  Public  opinion  will 
not  indorse  such  disastrous  vagaries.  Eddyism 
will  continue  to  exist;  but  it  is  questionable  if  it 
will  continue  to  flourish. 

•♦      ♦ 

(luintuple  Twins. 
A    genuine  case   of   quintuplets   has   recently 

been  reported  before  the   Berlin  (  )bstetrical  So- 


ciety b)  Professor  Xijhoff.  The  mother  was  thir- 
ty-four, and  came  of  what  ma\  be  called  a  very 
twin-bearing  stock.  Her  own  mother  had  once 
borne  twins,  the  wives  of  two  of  her  maternal 
uncles  had  each  borne  twins  once,  and  one  ma- 
ternal aunt  had  been  the  mother  of  triplets. 
Twin  pregnancies  were  unknown  in  the  patient's 
father's  family.  The  patient  herself  had  given 
birth  to  a  healthy  boy  seven  years  before.  She 
believed  that  she  aborted  at  the  second  month  in 

1902,  then  she  menstruated  once,  on  January  20, 

1903,  and  immediately  afterward  became  preg- 
nant. Dunn-  gestation  she  felt  well,  but  the  ab- 
domen  grew  unusually  large.  After  the  begin- 
ning of  May  a  little  blood  and  serous  fluid 
occasionally  escaped  from  the  vagina,  quickening 
was  noticed  early  in  June,  and  on  July  12th  she 
gave  birth  within  an  hour  to  the  rive  twins  and 
the  placenta.  None  survived  their  birth.  The 
first  and  second  child  were  female,  the  third  a 
male,  the  fourth  and  fifth  females.  The  first  and 
third  fetuses  were  enveloped  in  their  membra 
when  delivered.  The  first  and  third  were  head 
presentations,  the  others  footlings.  The  placenta 
followed  the  fifth  child  within  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  after  gentle  pressure.  There  was  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  flooding,  and  many  coagula 
came  away  during  the  puerperium,  but  recovery 
was  rapid  and  complete.  The  obstetrician.  I  >r 
De  Blecourt.  who  delivered  the  children,  took 
care  to  invest  each  fetus  at  once  with  a  band  on 
the  arm  bearing  a  number  and  to  mark  its  funis. 
The  quintuplets  and  placenta  were  preserved  in 
formol,  each  child  being  re-united  to  its  funis. 
The  placenta  was  single,  but  divided  into  three 
unequal  parts,  with  irregular  disposition  of  the 
chorion  and  amnion. 

♦     ♦ 

The  Pleasant  Art  of  Making  Enemies. 

BY   G.    K.   SHURTLEFF. 

A  man's  enemies  sometimes  do  more  for  him 
than  his  friends.  They  drive  him  to  be  and  do 
his  best,  to  think  hard,  to  act  quick,  to  be  cau- 
tious, to  toil,  to  sacrifice  and  to  forgive.  They 
harden  his  mind  and  soften  his  heart.  A  man 
without  enemies  is  a  soft,  easy  thing,  half  baked, 
half  grown,  and  not  half  developed.  A  man  with- 
out an  enemy  is  usually  a  man  without  a  friend. 
a  real  friend,  the  kind  that  would  die  for  him. 
It  is  this  positive  element  that  counts  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  life's  purpose.  To  do  anything 
worth  while  a  man  must  sometimes  stand  oul  - 
plainly  against  the  conventions  of  society  that 
SOmebod)  gets  hurt,  ami  criticises  and  lies  about 
him.  and  finally  hates  him. 

All  one  has  to  do  to  become  a  target  for 
malice  is  to  be  absolutely  honest  in  his  convic- 
tions and  fearless  in  standing  by  what  he  believes 
to  be  a  principle  or  a  cause,  no  matter  how  un- 
popular it  may  be.  Then  he  will  catch  it.  That 
"a  man  is  known  by  his  enemies"  is  not  the 
whole  truth  either,  for  he  must  likewise  he  known 
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by  the  friends  he  keeps.  A  man  who  has  only 
enemies  is  a  dangerous  man  in  society.  Indeed,  a 
man  who  has  more  enemies  than  friends  had,  as 
a  rule,  better  be  shunned.  It  is  one  of  life's 
greatest  privileges  to  make  friends.  The  more 
of  them  the  better.  In  fact,  no  man  succeeds  who 
is  friendless.  Every  successful  man  can  point  to 
the  beginning  of  his  success  by  saying  as  one  did, 
"  I  had  a  friend."     That  accounted  for  it  all. 

Young  manhood  is  particularly  the  time  when 
lasting  friendships  are  made,  and  it  ought  to  be 
the  time  when  lasting  enmities  are  made  against 
every  man  who  is  low  in  his  thought,  treacherous 
in  his  life,  foul  in  his  conversation,  deep  dyed  in 
his  wickedness,  for  the  steps  of  that  man  take  hold 
upon  hell. — Clcz'daiid's  Young  Men. 

♦  ♦• 

The  Filipinos. 

One  of  the  most  unique,  attractive,  and  in- 
teresting exhibits  at  the  World's  Fair  is  the 
Philippine  exposition.  One  thing  which  marks 
the  Tinguian  group  distinct  from  their  neighbors 
will  interest  medical  men.  A  personal  ornamenta- 
tion worn  by  the  women  consists  of  many  brace- 
lets and  armlets  of  beads,  which  generally  en- 
circle both  forearms  from  the  wrist  to  the  elbow. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  arms  of  mature 
women  are  usually  so  tightly  bound  by  these 
beads,  which  were  first  put  on  in  girlhood,  that 
the  hands  and  arms  immediately  below  and  above 
are  puffed  and  swollen,  yet  so  strong  is  the  in- 
fluence of  custom  that  no  woman  would  think  of 
removing  her  beads  because  of  pain.  There  are 
in  all  40  different  tribes  represented  in  the  six 
villages,  each  with  notable  peculiarities  worthy  of 
study. 

♦  ♦ 

Damned  with  Faint  Praise. 

A  few  days  since  the  following  was  told  us: 
A  patient  coming  to  Cleveland  to  live  was  rec- 
ommended by  the  home  physician  to  select,  in 
Cleveland,  when  needed,  one  of  three  named 
physicians.  This  reporting  physician  had  been 
the  first  on  that  list  but  was  not  called  until 
the  last,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  one  first 
called  living  near  by  had  said  of  his  brother- 
practitioner,  "Oh,  yes,  he  is  a  good  physician; 
you  may  not  know  it,  but  he  is  a  high  potencv 
practitioner  "  ;  and  then  this  friendly  brother  ex- 
plained to  the  patient  how  the  high  potencies  are 
made,  the  quantity  of  water  necessary  to  get  even 
the  one-thousandth  dilution,  what  then  would  it 
In  in  the  hundred  thousandth  which  this  other 
doctor  affects  so  much?  As  we  all  know,  there 
are  very  few  people  who  can  listen  to  that  story, 
even  when  told  with  absolute  truth,  that  would 
thereafter  use  a  high  potency.  So  that  the  need- 
less telling  of  this  true  story  to  the  patient  had 
a  dirty  purpose.  It  happened,  however,  that  this 
malicious    Peter    Pindar,     who    told     the    lii^h- 


potency  story  could  not  accomplish  what  wa- 
nt eded  in  the  family  with  his  ponderable  doses. 
The  lady,  therefore,  wrote  to  her  old  physician  de- 
scribing the  situation,  and  was  at  once  advised  to 
employ  the  high-potency  man,  which  she  did.  and 
with  good  results.  This  favorable  result  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  potencv  used,  the  better  study  of 
the  case,  or  to  any  other  old  thing  that  will  sat- 
isfy the  reader.  The  point  we  make— and  we  beg 
to  interpolate  right  here  that  we  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  case — is  the  contemptible 
conduct  of  that  professional  brother,  and  mem- 
ber of  a  former  homeopathic  faculty,  who  would 
take  upon  himself  this  painfully  petty  way  not 
only  of  smirching  a  brother,  but  of  throwing  ob- 
loquy upon  Homeopathy  itself.  This  creature 
ought  to  have  his  nose  rubbed  "  good  and  hard  " 
against  the  homeopathic  text-books  and  then  re- 
quired to  point  out  a  single  successful  materia 
medica  writer,  from  the  Grand  Master  himself 
down  to  the  youngest  entered  apprentice  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  Temple,  who  was  not  a 
high-potency  man  !  Ask  that  wooden-headed  low 
dilutionist  if  he  can  clearly  tell  what  it  is  that 
cures  in  his  tangible  and  tasteable  tinctures  and 
third  decimals ;  and  if  he  cannot,  and  we  all  know 
he  cannot,  then  beat  some  of  those  materia  med- 
ica books  about  his  addled,  materialistic  head, 
and  drum  him  out  of  any  faculty  which  he  may 
inhabit  by  sufferance  or  by  favor,  for  a  good 
many  modern  professors  in  homeopathic  colleges 
are  there  for  revenue  only  and  not  for  what  they 
can  do  for  the  Cause. 


(Slobules. 


— The  Chironian — which  has  not  yet  found 
time  or  place  to  print  the  papers  of  Dr.  Biggar  or 
Dr.  Kraft,  delivered  before  the  X.  Y.  Homeo- 
pathic College  in  January  last,  and  which  the 
Chironian  insisted  must  be  transcribed  and 
handed  to  it  for  early  publication — as  we  were 
saying,  this  little  journal  prints  a  little  story  oi 
the  origin  and  continued  existence  of  the  Unani- 
mous Club,  which  reads  well,  and  makes  us  pant 
like  a  hart  for  the  waterbrooks  to  be  again  one 
of  its  guests,  for  they  are  all  jolly  good  fellows, 
which  nobody  can  deny. 

— Xow  that  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy has  at  last  established  the  Institute  of 
Drug  Provings.  and  Secretary  Mohr  has  had 
subscribed  over  one  thousand  dollars,  we  hope 
that  the  proving  and  reproving  will  now  meander 
along  the  pike  a  little  more  lively  than  it  has  in 
the  last  two  or  three  years ;  and  that  something 
tangible  will  be  shown.  All  this  in  order  that  the 
younger  homeopaths  may  be  coaxed  back  to  Ho- 
meopathy, from  which  they  fell  because  so  many 
of  their  teachers  taught  them,  by  precept  or  ex- 
ample, that  the  provings  found  in  our  books  were 
unreliable,  as  they  had  not  been  made  from  the 
>everal  specialists'  standpoints.  It  is  a  bit  singu- 
lar that  we  hear  nothing  of  reproving  from  those 
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men  in  the  profession  who  have  had  mosl  to  do 
with  the  materia  medica,  namely,  the  homeopathic 
general  practitioners,  say,  like  Allen — the  pasl 
and  present — Farrington — past  and  present — 
Kent,  Dewey,  Nash,  Cowperthwaite,  Dudley, 
llelmnth — past  and  present — Dudgeon,  (.'artier. 
Simons.  Hughes,  Clarke,  Jousset,  and  many  oth- 
ers whose  names  do  not  recur  to  us  at  this  mo- 
ment. 

— Think  of  a  hunch  of  militia  down  in  that 
Georgia  town,  with  unloaded  guns,  defending  a 
couple  of  sentenced  negro  murderers  from  an 
incensed  mob 

— The    Lehigh    Valley    Homeopathic    .Medical 
Societ)    will  entertain  the   Homeopathic   Medical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania  at  Easton  on  September 
20,  21.  and  22.     A  tine  programme  is  in  expi 
tion. 

— Our  impression  is  that  the  Institute  editor 
who  undertakes  to  "  rim  *'  the  Transactions  on 
a  basis  of  advertisements  and  subscriptions  will 
find  himself  most  woefully  out  of  pocket  before 
the  conclusion  t<i  the  first  year.  For  instance, 
what  advertisements  could  a  journal  of  the 
American  Institute  carry?  What  could  an  editor 
of  such  publication  say  original  or  in  criticism? 
What  number  of  members  would  care  to  pay  an 
annual  subscription  for  a  Congressional  Record 
issued  by  the  Institute? 

— Onr  old  friend  W.  D.  Gentry  of  Gentry's 
Concordance  Repertorv  was  in  Cleveland  a  little 
while  ago  advertising  himsef  as  a  converted 
physician  now.  healing  by  the  Word  of  God  and 
the  like  moonshine.  The  papers  reported  some 
marvelous  cures;  but  we  are  much  afraid  the 
notices  were  "  cooked "  and  predigested  for  tin- 
reader.  We  did  not  see  our  old  friend;  but  we 
wonder  how  it  feels  to  be  a  Christian  Science 
healer  after  compiling  such  a  series  of  volumes  as 
he   (Gentry)    had  put   forth. 

— The  Sylvanus-Cobb-Jr.  editor  of  the  Med- 
ical Advance  made  one  good,  sly  shot  when  he- 
said  that,  while  a  certain  prominent  homeopath 
was  soon  to  give  the  waiting  world  the  secret  of 
repertory-using,  for  which  he  had  become  so  de- 
servedly famous,  yet.  added  he,  even  this  great 
light  did  not  always  make  the  matter  plain. 
Which  we  second  with  much  unanimity.  Not- 
withstanding two  years  of  office-work  with  this 
great  man,  we  were  never  yet  able  to  use  the 
Repertory  and  do  not  use  it  to  this  day — that  is 
'     say,  in  the  slavish  way  formerly  recommended. 

We  discovered  that  a  g 1  working  knowledge 

of  materia  medica  was  worth  a  greal  deal  more 
than  an  hour's  running  down  of  three  or  a  half- 
en  characteristic  symptoms.  We  shall  there- 
fore watch  with  interest  the  appearance  in  the 
dical  Advance  of  the  promised  Repertory  ar- 
ticles. Will  there  also  be  a  footnote  on  asl 
OffY  ? 


— Have  you  seen  that  pretty  little  ash  tray 
made  in  the  St.  Louis  Fair  which  the  Antikam- 
nia  people  are  sending  out  free  to  their  friends 
and  patrons?     They  are  little  beauties. 

— Seeing  as  how  Ida  M.  Tarbarrel  has  finished 

up  the  Standard  <  lil  Company  in  her  own  inimit- 
able fashion,  and  thereby  restored  the  equilibrium 
of  nations,  w  e  hope  she  will  now  turn  herself  1 
on  what  ^lie  would  have  done  if  she  had  been 
offered  a  hundred  more  or  less  shares  ^i  Stand- 
ard (  lil  si'  ick. 

— Dr.  Hering  C.  Allen  of  the  Hering  College 
of  Chicago,  was  a  visitor  to  Cleveland  one  day 
last  month.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  little  call 
from  him  between  patients  and  enjoyed  his  pres- 
ence very  much.  What  did  he  come  to  Cleveland 
for?  Well,  he  said  he  came  to  cure  up  some 
of  the  cases  we  homeopaths  couldn't  cure.  The 
nal  mission  upon  which  he  came,  however, 
proved  fruitless  and  bootless,  namely,  the  getting 
of  a  generous  donation  from  one  of  onr  million- 
aire citizens. 

— The  Frenzied  gentleman  in  the  spotted  vest 
hailing  from  Boston  who  is  writing  some  startling 
-lories  about  what  is  called  the  Standard  <  )il 
Company  in  a  monthly  magazine  at  so  much  per 
seems  to  enjoy  his  popularity  very  well.  He  is 
evidently  an  expert  advertiser,  and  an  equally 
expert  to-he-continued  writer.  His  installments 
thus  far  have  not  set  the  Thames  afire,  and  we 
wonder,  and  with  us  all  the  other  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  reader-,  what  happened  to  the 
Frenzied  (lent,  in  Speckled  Vest  to  make  him 
draw  out  of  a  corporation  confessedly  controlling 
unlimited  wealth  and  power. 

— In  looking  over  the  very  satisfactory  report 
-cut  out  by  the  Massachusetts  Homeopathic  Hos- 
pital for  the  year  ending  December  31,  [903,  we 
fell  foul  of  the  report  of  the  list  of  nurse-  gradu- 
ated. It  was  with  some  curiosity  that  we  noted 
the  "  dagger  "  preceding  the  names  of  so  many 
of  these  triple-named  graduates  and  only  a  few 
-tar-  to  others.  Upon  looking  up  the  mean- 
ing of  this  "  dagger."  we  found  it  meant  "  mar- 
ried," and  instantly  it  occurred  to  us  how  very 
appropriate!  The  "  star  "  refers  to  the  dead  and 
1-  equally  appropriate.     It  is  an  amusing  study 

ruse  the  names  of  these  ladies  and  note  how 
they  shy  at  the  ordinary  spelling,  and  how  few 
of  them  have  less  than  three  names.  (  >ne  fair 
demoiselle  spelled  hers  "  Alys."  But  how  those 
"daggered"  young  ladies  must  "kick"  them- 
selves, colloquially  speaking,  to  think  of  all  the 
time  and  energy  they  have  spent  in  getting  the 
nurse  training,  learning  how  to  wear  that  Quaker 
iile  and  the  little  cap  and  the  highly 
starched  dress  only  to  surrender  it  to  some  in- 
con  al  man  to  be  his  mere  wife  and  noth- 
ing else.  Was  the  play  worth  the  candle?'  I  >r 
i-  the  same  accusation  placed  over  the  heads  of 
thi'  nurse  that    is  tacked  over  the  pompadour  of 
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the  lady  physicians,  i.  c,  that  they  are  insincere 
and  care  nothing  for  the  profession,  except  as 
it  opens  a  way  to  married  life? 

— Among  the  text-books  mentioned  in  the  An- 
nouncement of  a  Homeopathic  college  in  good 
standing  in  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy in  the  department  of  materia  medica,  is 
The  National  Dispensary.     Wh)  ? 

— Something  wrong  somewhere.  The  New 
York  Homeopathic  Med.  Society  is  going  to  hold 
a  session  in  New  York  City  in  September.  Think 
of  it — in  New  York !  Next  thing  you  know  it 
will  invite  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
to  meet  there.  Yes?  Secretary  Wilcox  says 
one  of  the  special  features  of  this  meet  will  be 
the  gynecological  and  surgical  clinic  to  be  given 
by  Drs.  J.  M.  Lee,  G.  W.  Roberts,  and  De  Witt 
G.  Wilcox,  assisted  by  Drs.  E.  G.  Cox  and  J.  H. 
Irish.  This  clinic  will  be  held  in  the  Flower 
Hospital  and  will  take  the  place  of  papers.  Yen- 
good  and  sufficient  so  far.  But  why  not  go  a 
little  farther  and  hold  a  really  for  true  homeo- 
pathic clinic  in  the  same  place  for  diseases  amen- 
able to  the  gentler  means  ? 

— In  the  olden  times  one  was  wont  to  declare 
that  a  certain  person  lied  like  a  railroad  bulletin. 
That  place  of  comparison  has  now  been  effectu- 
ally taken  by  the  half-tone  plate,  which  it  would 
seem  could  not  be  altered.  Lately  we  saw  a  half- 
tone picture  published  in  an  English  magazine 
showing  a  trolley  car  running  on  Holborn  Via- 
duct, London,  where  no  such  cars  are  allowed  or 
have  ever  been  placed.  But  the  most  remarkable 
change  in  verities  we  find  in  the  Denver  Homeo- 
pathic College  Announcement,  where,  in  a  pretty 
ornamental  scroll  on  the  front  page  is  shown  a 
front  view  of  what  in  a  later  page  proves  to  be 
the  homeopathic  hospital.  But  on  the  ornamental 
frontispiece  half-tone  unquestionably  made  from 
the  same  photographic  negative  as  the  second 
picture,  we  find  no  inscription  over  the  door. 
The  space  is  startlingly  white.  While  in  the  sec- 
ond picture  we  find  the  words  "  Homeopathic 
Hospital  "  plainly  shown  over  the  door.  Is  this 
the  result  of  that  peculiarly  r..refied  air  which 
envelops  Denver  and  its  surroundings? 

— Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Biggar,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Institute  Committee  to  pro- 
vide for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  the 
International  Homeopathic  Congress,  we  learn 
that  Dr.  J.  P.  Sutherland,  President  of  the  Amer- 
can  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  has  had  a  very  en- 
thusiastic meeting  in  London  with  a  number  of 
the  homeopathic  physicians  at  a  dinner  given  by 
Mr.  Knox-Shaw.  There  were  present  J.  Galley 
Blackley,  D.  Dyce  Brown,  E.  M.  Madden,  Edwin 
A.  Neatby,  Bryes  Moir,  James  Johnson,  Giles  P. 
Gouldsbrough,  and  A.  Speirs  Alexander.  These 
gentlemen  represented  the  British  Homeopathic 
Medical  Society  and  the  Homeopathic  Rc7'ii~:<'. 
Dr.  Clarke  of  the  World  was  unable  to  be  present. 
Neither  could  Dr.  Dudgeon  be  present,  nor  Dr. 


A.  C.  Pope,  the  latter  living  too  far  from  London. 
After  dinner  the  matter  of  the  International 
Homeopathic  Congress  was  brought  up.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  opinion  that  with  the  death  of 
Richard  Hughes,  who  was  the  only  permanent 
officer,  the  International  Homeopathic  Congress 
ceased  to  exist ;  the  feeling  was  that  it  ought  to 
be  revived,  but  that  KJ05  would  not  give  the 
forces  time  in  which  to  collect  themselves  for  a 
good  meeting  and,  hence,  it  was  deemed  best  to 
ask  for  1906  as  the  next  meeting  year,  and  in  the 
month    of    September. 

— Dr.  Maurice  C.  Ashley  of  the  Middetown, 
N.  Y..  hospital  for  the  Insane,  submitted  a  very 
fine  report  to  the  Commissioner  in  Lunacy.  Dr. 
Ashley  has  found  his  way-  into  the  hearts  of  the 
homeopathic  people  of  New  York  by  reason  of  his 
excellent  work  and  discipline. 

— "  From  Cow  to  Baby,"  is  the  fetching  title 
of  an  ad.  in  several  of  our  contemporaries,  adver- 
tising a  special  brand  of  milk  for  babies.  The 
advertising  matter  is  all  right,  but  the  picture 
which  accompanies  it,  shows  a  feeding-bottle  with 
a  long  rubber  tube  such  as  no  physician  to-day 
would  dare  recommend  or  employ.  Wonder  who 
got  up  that  design  ? 

- — Dr.  W.  O.  Forbes  of  Hot  Springs  agrees 
with  ns  that  September  is  the  proper  month  for 
holding  the  meetings  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy,  June  being  too  early  with  too 
much  business  on  hand.  Are  there  any  others 
believing  this  same  way?  Can  we  not  cause  the 
mossbacks  of  the  Institute  to  see  the  nonsense  of 
calling  a  holiday  out  of  vacation  time? 

— Glad  the  Czar  has  attained  his  wish  at  last 
in  having  an  heir  born  to  his  throne.  Hope  it 
will  bring  him  to  still  more  humane  reasoning 
than  the  mere  abandoning  of  the  knout,  and  cause 
him  to  recall  his  sick  and  discouraged  soldiers 
from  the  far  East.  They  have  no  business  over 
there.  They  have  no  just  cause  in  which  to  fight. 
And  the  American  people  without  an  exception 
side  with  the  Japanese  in  the  struggle  now  going 
on — did  we  say  struggle — well,  hardly  that ;  it 
sems  to  be  more  of  a  foot  race  with  the  Russians 
in  the  lead. 

— Dr.  J.  C.  Wood,  of  Cleveland,  is  building  a 
$25,000  surgical  hospital  on  Rockefeller  Boule- 
vard in  the  eastern  part  of  Cleveland.  It  is  to 
be  a  three-story  brick  structure,  forty-two  feet 
long  and  ninety  feet  wide.  Congratulating  Dr. 
Wood  upon  his  enterprise,  we  are  moved  to  won- 
der why,  with  an  apparently  well  equipped 
homeopathic  hospital  in  the  city  adjoining  and 
abutting  the  homeopathic  college  it  has  become 
necessary  to  build  a  private  hospital  by  one  of 
the  former  users  of  that  -homeopathic  hospital. 
Is  it,  then,  true  that  the  homeopathic  hospital  is 
alienating  its  former  friends  and  supporters  by  a 
series  of  sill v  season  tactics? 
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— How  is  that  five  hundred  thousand  dollar 
hospital  of  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical 
College  coming  on?  Has  it  reached  anywhere 
beyond  the  architect's  blue  prints  ? 

— And  Dieffenbach  promised  to  send  us  a  cop) 
or  two  of  his  little  work  on  Typhoid  Fever  issued 
some  several  years  ago.  In  these  dog  days  one 
must  not  expect  too  much  of  the  effete  East  and 
its   inhahs. 

— Dr.  John  L.  Moffat  severed  his  editorial  con- 
nection with  the  Journal  of  Ophthalmol 
Otology,  and  Laryngology  because  he  insisted 
upon  being  editor  of  that  journal.  There  are  still 
some  few  journals,  or  alleged  journals,  whose 
editorial  policy  is  governed  from  the  box-office. 
But  Moffat  won't  play  in  that  class. 

— Dr.  W.  A.  Dewey,  of  the  Medical  Century, 
is  rusticating  in  Middlebury,  Vermont,  where  he 
goes  every  year  to  superintendent  the  oncoming 
crop  of  nutmegs,  maple  syrup,  and  fly-specks. 
Dr.  E.  H.  Porter,  of  the  North  American,  is  up 
in  the  middle  of  York  State  somewhere  about 
Upper  Lisle,  Columbiana  County,  gathering 
strength  and  vigor  to  prosecute  his  further  re- 
searches into  the  Shredded  W'heat  industry. 

— Our  est.  coutemp..  The  Homeopathic  Eye 
and  Ear  and  Throat  Journal  got  caught  with  a 
paper  that  was  already  printed  in  another  journal. 
This  was  not  discovered  until  the  Eye  and  Ear 
had  set  the  paper  and  gone  to  press  with  it.  when 
the  editor  in  charge  added  a  footnote  to  explain 
that  it  was  not  an  original  and  mildly  explaining 
the  matter.  We  can  imagine  what  A.  1'..  would 
have  said  had  he  been  at  home.  But  what  of  the 
contemptibility  of  the  author  who  would  perpe- 
trate such  a  fraud  ? 

— Horner,  editorially,  thinks  the  reason  for  the 
sparse  attendance  upon  the  Niagara  Institute 
was  lack  of  advertising,  lack  of  push,  lack 
of  letters,  circulars,  illustrated  books  and  the  like. 
Well,  now,  really,  we  think  he  isn't  right.  We 
doubt  if  there  was  a  single  Instituteite  who  was 
not  fully  informed  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
Niagara  meeting.  The  real  reason,  if  we  may  say 
so,  lay  in  the  indifference  of  the  membership  to 
the  meeting.  Note  the  attendance  since  the  In- 
stitute harikari  and  see  if  there  has  not  been  .1 
continual  falling  off  in  interest  and  matter  if  not 
in  membership.  Who  is  going  to  give  up  a 
week's  good  practice,  out  of  a  holiday  time,  in 
a  Presidential  year,  to  meet  a  lot  of  independent 
sections,  each  grinding  its  own  little  ax  regard- 
less of  everyone  else.  The  Institute  must  wake 
up,  same  a-  the  colleges  and  take  on  the  habili- 
ments of  push  and  business;  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  can  travel  much  longer  on  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  past.  Horner,  we  believe,  knows  as 
well  as  the  most  of  us  close  students,  what  was 
the  cause  of  the  falling  off  in  attendance  and  in- 
terest at  Niagara  Falls. 


— When  last  heard  from  President  Ruf  of  the 
Antikamnia  Chemical  Company  was  at  Hamburg, 
Germany — possibly  sampling  some  of  their 
world-famous  steak,  Friend  Ruf  gets  the  Wan- 
derlust fust  as  we  catch  it  about  once  in  ever  so 
often. 

— The  annual  session  of  the  Missouri  Valley 
Homeopathic  Medical  Association  will  be  held 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  <  >ctober  5  and  6,  [904.  The 
Grand  Annual  Carnival  will  be  on  this  entire 
week  and  all  railroads  will  sell  round  trip  tickets 
at   one   fare. 

—  A  news-item  from  London  latterly  printed 
and  published  says  that  "  rythmical  and  very 
energetic  movements  of  the  nose  upward  and 
downward  repeated  several  times  will  revive 
asphyxiated  persons  in  one  or  two  minutes." 
Xow  if  tin-  nose-pulling  could  be  combined  with 
sphincter-stretching  how  very  easy  it  would  be  to 
practice  medicine  when  you  have  left  your  pocket 
ease  at  home. 

— F.  H.  Lutze  in  his  Clinical  Case  and  De- 
fense of  High  Potencies,  published  in  the  North 
American  Journal,  quotes  Hahnemann  as  saying: 
"  Macht's  nach!  Aber  macht's  genau  nach !  " 
And  then  gives  the  following  translation:  "Do 
as  I  do!  but  do  exactly  as  I  do.  and  publish  the 
failures  to  the  world."  As  we  read  the  German 
there  isn't  a  hint  about  publishing  the  failures  to 
the  world  in  the  German  epiotation.  But  we  have 
seen  this  alleged  translation  in  print  several  times 
and  always  with  this  failure  addenda.  Why  not 
translate  it  correctly  and  stop  hanging  on  that 
rider? 

— One  of  the  editors  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal  saved  up  all  his  advertisement  literature 
that  came  to  him  for  the  space  of  one  year,  in- 
stead of  consigning  it  amid  a  wealth  of  profanity 
to  his  waste-basket.  The  article  makes  interest- 
ing reading  and  shows  the  expense  to  which 
manufacturers  will  go  to  bring  their  stuff  to  the 
direct  knowledge  of  the  profession.  It  - 
among  other  things:  "The  medical  newspapers 
received  were  not  many.  They  were  of  two 
kinds — genuine  medical  journals,  and  so-called 
journals  which  exist  only  for  the  purpose  of  push- 
ing the  sale  of  certain  nostrums.  The  United 
States  is  the  usual  habitat  of  this  last  kind  ni 
parasite."  Truly,  we  are  guilty!  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  postal  department  can  de1  good  and 

sufficient  mean-  to  exclude  thi-  pretended  jour- 
nalism from  the  mails.  Still  we  admit  the  diffi- 
culty of  determining  which  are  really  journals 
and  which  are  simply  advertising  sheets  of  some 
college,  pharmacy,  hospital  and  the  like.  In  sev- 
eral of  such  journals  we  find  this  fall  the  usual 
printing  of  the  college  announcement;  this  saves 
money  for  a  separate  printing  of  the  announce- 
ment: it  furnishes  copy  for  the  alleged  journal, 
and  it  is  more  likely  to  reach  the  people  most  de- 
sired to  be  reached  by  the  college,  hospital,  and 
pharmacy. 
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— Dr.  Schulze  of  Columbus,  O.,  says  that  fif- 
teen drops  of  the  spiritus  glandium  quercus  given 
in  the  tincture  three  times  a  day  either  in  milk 
or  water  is  a  fine  thing  for  the  alcoholic  to  break 
him  of  his  drink  habit.  Dr.  Schulze  says  he  has 
cured  a  number  of  alcoholics  with  this  remedy. 

— Dr.  C.  D.  Kirk  of  Miss,  recommends,  in  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Journal,  the  following  as  a  fine 
local  anaesthetic  or  obtunder  for  doing  minor 
surgical  operations :  Campho-phenic,  grs.  80 ; 
cocaine  hydrochlor.,  grs.  16;  distilled  water  q.  s. 
grs.  4000.  He  says  he  has  used  it  a  thousand 
times  and  finds  it  efficient  and  safe.  When  ready 
for  use  this  should  be  as  clear  as  water,  without 
cloudiness. 

— The  Burrough-Welcome  copyright  trade 
mark  victory  which  our  contemporary  the  Cleve- 
land Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  chronicles 
with  satisfaction  had  to  do  with  beating  down 
a  homeopathic  pharmacist  in  England,  as  we  re- 
member. It  was  a  persecution  of  the  latter  by 
the  former  for  the  use  of  the  word  "  tabloids  " 
which  the  Burroughs  firm  claimed  to  have  in- 
vented. 

— Says  William  H.  Art.  of  Chicago,  in  the 
Christian  Science  Sentinel.  "  I  secured  a  copy  of 
Science  and  Healing,  and  after  reading  it  for 
about  two  months  I  found  myself  healed  of  a 
rupture  which  I  had  had  for  about  seventeen 
years,  and  which  I  thought  would  always  re- 
main with  me."  But  we  did  as  well  as  this  in 
our  personal  parish  practice.  We  cured  a  man  of 
rupture  of  a  great  many  years'  standing,  with  a 
few  powders  of  bryonia  high — as  high  as  the 
30th — and  we  didn't  make  any  try  for  the  rupture 
either.  We  were  treating  him  for  some  bowel 
trouble,  cured  him  of  that  as  by  first  intention, 
and  after  that  the  rupture  up  and  cured  itself. 
But  this  man  is  not  doing  any  special  praising 
of  Cod  or  Goodness  or  Love,  for  he  has  so  far 
resisted  every  effort  of  our  collector  to  pay  our 
modest  bill. 

— Some  friend  in  Beaver.  Pa.,  sent  us  a  news- 
paper containing  a  letter  from  Dr.  Evelyn  S. 
Petitt-Roberts  of  New  Brighton  but  now  sta- 
tioned with  her  new  husband  in  Springs,  Trans- 
vaal, South  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing industrial  schools  for  the  natives  and  to  do 
missionary  work.  The  letter  carries  a  good  deal 
of  information.  We  still  wonder,  however,  why 
this  good  lady,  who  was  such  a  fine  physician, 
could  not  have  found  a  nearer,  dearer,  and  more 
clearer  field  for  missionary  work  in  her  own 
vState,  or  even  at  Chicago.  Surely  there  is 
enough  heathenism  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Chicago  for  a  hundred  thousand  mis- 
sionaries to  labor  amidst  for  the  next  century. 
It  looks  to  us  like  running  away  from  your  best 
work.  Dr.  Petitt,  as  we  always  knew  her.  was 
that  gentle  little  lady  who  "  kicked  "  because  we. 
as  she  alleges,  objected  to  prayers  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  American  Institute ;  so  she  cut  off 


her  subscription,  married  a  new  husband,  and 
fled  to  Africa.  Well,  we  couldn't  wish  her  any 
worse  ill  than  being  expatriated  from  the  United 
States  of  America. 

— We  are  still  without  that  oft-promised  bust 
of  Helmuth.  But  then  Norton  is  doubtle:— ly 
viewing  the  midnight  sun,  and  Harvey  King  is 
too  busy  with  his  fall  announcement  to  mind  so 
small  a  matter  as  his  promise  a  number  of  times 
given  to  send  us  this  bust  of  Helmuth.  We  still 
have  hopes,  however — that  we  may  ultimately 
have  to  buy  the  coveted  bust. 

— Our  esteemed  contemporary  the  Editor  of  the 
Revue  Homeopathique  Francaise.  Dr.  Frangois 
Cartier  of  Paris,  is  giving  Burnett's  Fifty  Rea- 
sons for  Being  a  Homeopath  in  French  in  his 
journal,  making  it  a  continued  article.  By  the 
bye.  that  was  one  of  Burnett's  masterpieces,  and 
it  would  make  good  reading  to-day  in  all  our 
homeopathic  colleges.  For  those  who  may  be 
studying  French,  or  who  wish  to  keep  up  their 
French  study,  this  enterprise  of  Cartier's  is  espe- 
cially to  be  commended. 

— A  Syllabus  of  Diagnosis,  being  a  series  of 
questions  based  upon  a  work  on  Clinical  Medi- 
cine, by  Dr.  Clarence  Bartlett,  and  a  course  of 
lectures  in  Physical  Diagnosis  by  Dr.  E.  R. 
Snader.  This  is  prepared  by  Dr.  William  F. 
Baker,  Clinical  Instructor  of  Medicine  in  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
This  is  a  long  list  of  questions  before  which  we 
stand  aghast  and  wonder  if  we  really  know  all  the 
things  which  this  book  asks  about.  It  is  printed 
by  Boericke  &  Tafel. 

t 

—Have  you  made  trial  of  the  Rex  fluid  which 
presents  a  new  and  more  reliable  method  of 
liberating  formaldehyde  gas.  It  is  simplicity 
itself — requiring  no  apparatus. 

—The  American  Review  of  Reviews  goes 
deeply  into  the  far  eastern  war.  and  into  the 
Presidential  nominations.  The  criticism  is  very 
fine  and  just  and  leaves  a  good  taste  in  the  mouth. 
It  is  very  refreshing  after  three  or  four  weeks  of 
an  impending  battle  being  dished  up  to  you  each 
day,  and  yet  nothing  comes  of  it,  to  find  this  ex- 
cellent periodical  giving  the  meat  of  the  matter  in 
a  half-dozen  paragraphs.  It  must  have  been  a 
great  relief  to  the  professional  guessers  in  the 
Associated  Press  to  have  the  two  Presidential 
conventions  occur  with  their  wealth  of  tangible 
matter.  The  Review  of  Reviews  is  always  at 
hand  with  a  reliable  forecast  based  upon  the  very 
best  of  information  to  be  had. 


The   American    Physician. 

ISSUED  MONTHLY.  This  journal  is  published  for  its 
subscribers  only,  and  has  no  free  list.  Sample  copies  are 
never  sent.  Subscriptions  are  not  discontinued  until  so 
ordered.  A.   L.  CHATTERTON  &  CO.,   Publishers. 


ic&l  proves? 


■Surgical  Case    of    Chronic   Endometritis  Bloed- 
Cured. 

I'.V  T.  J.   BIGGS,  M.  D. 

P ;  age   39;   English;   widow;   diagnosis, 


chronic  endometritis;  complicated  with  menor- 
rhagia.  This  case  had  been  under  treatment  for 
and  a  half  years,  and  during  that  time  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  celebrated 
specialists.  They  accomplished  little  or  nothing 
for  her.  and  all  wound  up  their  course  of  treat- 
ment by  strongly  recommending  operation  as  the 
only  means  of  cure,  ddiis  the  patient  obstinately 
refused.  Both  she  and  her  family  were  very 
averse  to  it.  Came  to  me  April  2.  11904.  Weighed 
86  pounds,  was  very  weak,  and  suffered  con- 
stantly from  ovarian  neuralgia.  Examinations 
showed  a  greatly  enlarged  and  prolapsed  uterus. 
with  a  profuse  muco-purulent  discharge.  She 
was  so  weak  that  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  re- 
main in  bed.  I  began  treatment  April  8th,  by 
having  hot  Thiersch  douches  given  every  2  hours, 
and  bovinine  applications  by  gauze  to  the  uterus, 
twice  a  day.  Internally  she  was  also  given  bo- 
vinine in  a  glass  of  milk  every  two  hours. 

April  14th,  the  inflammation  had  greatly  sub- 
sided, and  the  uterus  was  considerably  reduced  in 
size.  I  now  gave  once  a  day  an  intra-uterine 
douche  of  tepid  Thiersch  solution,  and  following 
this  half  an  ounce  of  bovinine  and  normal  salt 
solution,  equal  parts,  injected   into  the  uterus. 

April  17th,  the  intra-uterine  douche  was  in- 
creased to  twice  a  day :  other  treatment  as  before. 

April  24th,  the  uterus  had   receded  to  normal 
and  position.     The  discharge  had  ceased  en- 
tirely,  and   she  was  allowed   to   get   up  and   be 
about. 

May   1st,  she  was  discharged   cured,   with   a 
n  of  6  3-4  pounds  in  weight,  and  expressing 
herself  as  feeling  splendidly. 

This  case  is  of  remarkable  interest  in  vi< 
the   fact  that  every  other  scientific  treatment,  in 
the  hands  of  the  most  eminent  men.  had   failed, 
and  it  was  undoubtedly  an  ideal  surgical  case. 


Dionin :  A   Xew  Ocular  Analgesic. 

Dr.  James  Hinshelwood,  surgeon  to  the  Glas- 
gow  Eye   Infirmary,  says  that  his  attention  was 

attracted  to  dionin  by  Darier's  recent  work  on 
ocular  therapeutics.  lie  uses  this  "new  and 
rful  agent  for  the  relief  of  pain  in  the  eye  " 
in  a  5-per-cent.  aqueous  solution,  or  as  a  5-per- 
cent, ointment,  with  vaseline  as  the  vehicle. 
Where  there  is  great  Iachrvmation  he  prefers  the 
ointment,  which  spreads  itself  over  the  globe  of 
the  eye  and  is  gradually  melted  and  absorbed. 
Where  the  pain  is  not  very  severe,  anil  the  in- 
flammation not  very  acute,  a  2-per-cent.  solution 
or  ointment  may  he  quite  sufficient  to  give  the 
necessary  relief.  The  author  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  dionin  is  not  an  an. esthetic  like  cocaine, 
hence  it  is  useless  for  the  removal  of  foreign 
bodies,  etc.,  hut  it  is  a  powerful  analgesic,  and  in 
such  painful  affections  as  iritis,  iridocyclitis, 
giaucoma,  ulcer,  and  inflammation  of  the  cornea, 
will  always  soothe,  and  often  give  complete  relief 
veral  hours. 

In  cases  of  deep-seated  pain  due  to  inflamma- 
tory affections  of  the  eye,  such  as  iritis,  cyclitis, 
iridocyclitis,  and  glaucoma,  the  author  carried 
out  comparative  experiments  with  regard  to  the 
power  of  cocaine,  holocaine  and  dionin  in  reliev- 
ing pain.  He  used  three  solutions — -cocaine,  5 
per  cent.  ;  holocaine,  1  per  cent.,  and  dionin,  5  per 
cent. — alternately  in  the  same  cases,  to  determine 
the  degree  and  also  the  duration  oi  the  relief 
afforded.  Cocaine  is  by  a  long  way  at  the  bottom 
of  the  list,  both  as  to  the  degree  and  duration  of 
the  relief  afforded,  its  analgesic  effects  are  not 
to  be  compared  with  those  produced  by  holocaine 
and  dionin  in  this  particular  class  of  cases.  Co- 
caine only  gave  very  partial  relief  as  compared 
with  the  great  relief  afforded  by  holocaine  and 
dionin.  Idle  analgesic  effects  of  the  dionin  were 
found  to  he  even  greater  than  those  of  holocaine. 

With  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  relief 
afforded,  both  holocaine  and  dionin  were  much 
superior  to  cocaine;  hut  here,  too,  dionin  was  at 
the  top  of  the  list,  ddie  partial  relief  from 
caine  rarely  lasted  more  than  an  hour,  while  the 
ana!.  holocaine   and    dionin    lasted 

for  three  and  sometimes  for  four  hours,  for  the 
relief  of  the  severe  deep-seated  pain  in  inflam- 
matory affections  of  the  eye,  both  as  regards  de- 
an d  duration  of  the  analgesia  produced,  the 
author  found  dionin  the  most  powerful  agent, 
next  to  it  holocaine.  with  cocaine  a  long  way 
ir  ferior  to  both. 


There  is  an  occasional  effect  of  the  dionin  re- 
garding which  the  patient  must  be  warned,  other- 
wise it  may  cause  him  much  needless  alarm. 
After  the  first  instillation  there  sometimes  appears 
an  intense  chemosis  of  the  conjunctiva,  which 
swells  up  and  overlaps  the  cornea.  This  need 
cause  no  alarm,  as  it  rapidly  subsides  and  it  is 
even  an  appearance  to  be  welcomed,  as  in  thes 
cases  where  the  dionin  produces  intense  chemosis 
its  analgesic  effects  seem  to  be  greatest.  This 
chemosis  of  the  conjunctiva  appears  only  after 
the  first  or  second  instillation  of  the  dionin. 
and  never  after  the  subsequent  ones,  and  need 
not  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with  the 
regular  use  of  the  drug.  The  author  never  saw  it 
after  the  use  of  2-per-cent.  solutions,  but  only 
after  the  use  of  5-per-cent.  solutions.  The  dionin 
drops  or  ointment  may  be  used  every  four.  six.  or 
eight  hours,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  pain 
and  the  effect  produced. — Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  April 
30,  1904. 


instances  of  the  grave  dangers  to  which  infants 
as  well  as  adults  are  subjected. 

For  obvious  reasons,  cow's  milk  must  be  the 
principal  substitute  for  mother's  milk  when  from 
any  cause  the  child  cannot  be  fed  at  the  breast. 
It  must  also  constitute  an  important  part  of  the 
dietary  of  breast-fed  children  after  they  are 
•weaned.  It  has  been  well  established  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  cholera  infantum  and  allied 
conditions  in  a  community  decrease  in  direct  pro- 
portion to  the  purity  of  the  milk  supply.  In  the 
Highland  brand  evaporated  cream  the  physician 
w  ill  find  an  absolutely  pure  milk  which  can  be 
modified  to  meet  every  indication.  It  is  simply 
full-cream  cow's  milk  evaporated  and  sterilized 
by  a  special  process  which  improves  its  digesti- 
bility and  insures  an  excellent  flavor.  It  is  manu- 
factured under  the  strictest  supervision  and  is 
absolutely  germ  free.  It  is  the  simplest,  yet 
most  complete  food  for  infants  not  nursed  at  the 
breast. 


Treatment  of  Chronic   Ulcer  of  the  Leg  of 
Long  Standing. 

BY   HORATIO   W.    A.    COWAN,    M.    B..   C.    M.,   ABERD. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  I  was 
called  to  a  woman,  aged  54  years,  who  had  a 
chronic  sloughing  ulcer  for  22  years,  situated  on 
the  outside  of  the  left  leg,  some  ten  inches  long 
and  three  inches  wide,  with  indurated  edges,  and 
some  thrombosis  of  the  veins  of  the  inside  of  the 
knee.  Having  first  cleansed  the  ulcer  with  char- 
coal poultices  for  two  days  I  applied  wet  butter 
cloth,  and  then  spread  antiphlogistine  over  it, 
after  which  cotton  wool  and  a  bandage  were  put 
on.  This  was  done  every  day  by  the  patient's 
friends  for  four  months.  The  ulcer  is  now  quite 
healed  over,  and  the  induration  is  all  gone.  She 
is  able  to  resume  her  ordinary  housework.  I 
publish  this  case  in  the  hope  that  it  might  be 
useful  to  others,  as  Unna's  paste,  and  all  sorts  of 
methods  had  been  previously  tried.  I  may  say 
that  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  antiphlogis- 
tine.— The  Lancet,  London,  Eng.,  Feb.  2,  1904. 


Danger  from  Impure  Milk. 

The  high  infant  mortality  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  particularly  in  large  cities  has  caused 
some  interesting  investigation  of  the  milk  supply. 

In  Baltimore,  Bassett  &  Knox  examined  a  large 
number  of  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  babies  in 
hospitals  and  found  an  average  bacterial  con- 
tent of  over  four  million  to  the  cc.  The  Xew 
York  Board  of  Health  found  many  samples  last 
summer  running  ten  millions  to  the  cc.  A  few 
years  ago  at  Stamford.  Conn.,  over  four  hundred 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  developed  in  families  sup- 
plied from  a  single  dairy.     These  are  but  a  few 


Items  of  Interest. 

— When  an  internal  mucous  astringent  is  indi- 
cated, in  such  cases  as  cholera  infantum,  etc.. 
Kennedy's  dark  pinus  canadensis  should  be  given 
in  an  alkaline  medium. 

— Within  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks  a 
number  of  important  foreign  vaudeville  players 
will  arrive  to  open  engagements  at  the  Proctor 
houses.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  draughts  re- 
cently made  by  Mr.  Proctor  on  the  dramatic 
stage,  he  has  not  neglected  the  purely  vaudeville 
part  of  his  performances,  and  to  the  cream  of 
native  talent  he  has  added  the  best  procurable  for- 
eign offerings.  Many  of  the  players  under  con- 
tracts shortly  to  mature,  have  not  yet  been  seen 
in  this  country,  and  will  present,  for  the  first  time 
before  American  audiences,  absolute  novelties. 
When  it  is  understood  that  a  vaudeville  perform- 
ance such  as  is  presented  at  the  Twenty-third 
Street  theater  represent  a  salary  list  of  twice  the 
sum  paid  for  a  first  class  dramatic  company  at 
theaters  charging  $2  a  seat,  the  popular  prices 
prevailing  at  the  Proctor  houses  seem  absurdly 
small,  and  yet  so  large  is  the  attendance  that,  in 
spite  of  the  small  admission  fee.  Mr.  Proctor's 
receipts  at  any  one  of  his  Xew  York  houses  is  in 
excess  of  the  box-office  sheets  at  most  of  the 
Broadway  theaters.  It  is  this  fact  which  enables 
Mr.  Proctor  to  give  his  patrons  a  programme 
which  in  London  would  cost  nearly  $2  for  the 
best  seats. 

— We  call  attention  of  the  American  homeo- 
pathic physicians  to  the  value  of  taking  a  dollar's 
worth  of  advertising  in  the  International  Homeo- 
pathic Directory  published  by  The  Homeopathic 
Publishing  Co..  at  London  (12  Warwick  Lane"). 
This  entitles  one  to  his  name  and  address,  office 
hours  and  specialty,  in  the  little  red-backed  book 
containing  the  principal  doctors  in  Homeopathy 
the  world  over — not  very  complete  as  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  very  worthy  affair,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  it  is  a  s:°od  investment. 
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OVR  PORTRAITS. 


EMIL   H.    GRUBBE,    M.  D., 

Chicago. 


TALLY  one  for  the  germs.  An  indefatigable 
Health  Officer  of  a  large  city  has  discov- 
ered that  he  can  purify  contaminated  water  by 
filling  it  with  germs,  who,  like  the  Cascai 
work  while  we  sleep,  so  .that  the  water  thereafter 
is  perfectly  pure  and  sweet.  Tell  that  to  some 
delicately  stomached  patient — that  the  water  she 
is  drinking  was  purified  in  that  pleasant  and  ap- 
petizing manner  !  And  then  turn  up  your  patri- 
cian low-potency  nose  at  the  use  of  psorinum  or 
tuberculinum. 

*     *     * 

IF  you  saw  the  colored  back-cover  page  of  the 
October  issue  of  Everybody's  Magazine, 
didn't  it  cause  you  to  wonder  why  the  prominent 
medical  man  there  depicted  as  handing  out  Ral- 
ston flour  had  taken  that  Singular  form  of  per- 
petuating his   handsome   visage?      Sir? 


IT  is  somewhat  of  a  wonder  why  the  FrenziecF 
ntleman  in  Freckled  Vest  from  Bawston 
who  is  writing  so  vigorously  of  Frenzied  Finance 
is  turning  state's  evidence  at  this  late  date. 


TUF.  Homeopathic  Recorder  speaks  of  some 
English  medical  officer,  who.  while  report- 
ing the  value  of  vaccination,  speaks  of  certain 
people  having  been  vaccinated,  but  which  did  not 
avail,  because  in  these  instances  it  was  only  d 
as  a  "precautionary"  measure.  Which  moves 
the  H.  R.  to  ask  for  what  other  purpose  vacci- 
nate m    is  ever  done? 


FR<  )M  a  letter  recently  published  in  a  contem- 
porary we  found  the  statement  that  a  cer- 
tain young  physician  theretofore  in  good  health, 
but  while  in  charge  of  a  tuberculosis  ward  of 
ie  hospital  or  sanitarium  ''caught"  tuberculo- 
sis, which  necessitated  his  withdrawal  p.  d.  q.  to 
Colorado,  where  he  had  fully  recovered  his  for- 
mer health.  How  many  practising  physicians 
believe   the    "  catching  "    storv  ? 


THE  Medical  Advance  has  at  last  made  good 
its  promise  to  publish  the  name  of  the  al- 
leged homeopathic  college  which  was  so  badly, 
shamefully  allopathized,  that  Hemenway's 
student  left  it  and  went  boldly  over  to  the  allo- 
paths. The  pit)  "fit.  Iago!  Are  there  any  other 
alleged  homeopathic  colleges  which  would  fall 
within  the  same  category  as  this  school,  if  the 
ts  of  the  prison-house  were  disclosed? 


HAVE  you  seen  that  fetching  ad.  in  many  of 
the  medical  journals,  where  a  buxom- 
breasted,  double-fisted  young  woman,  with  a  low- 
and-behold-you-dress  on,  holds  an  infant  in  the 
most  charming  of  young  motherhood  way  close 
to  those  buxom-breasts,  and  then,  upon  looking 
closer  at  the  picture,  you  find  that  the  buxom 
infant  is  sucking  away  at  a  nursing  bottle?"  And 
if  you  saw  that  picture  and  those  buxom  br< 
and  adnexa  did  you  wonder  or  didn't  yon.  what 
she  was  doing  with  those  b.  b.'s  and  why  the  kid 
was   sucking  the  nursing  bottle? 


:262 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


THUJA. 


BY   MALCOLM   E.   DOUGLASS,  M.  D., 

Baltimore,    Md. 


The  common  arbor  vitae  is  considered  to  par- 
take of  many  of  the  properties  of  savin.  It  is 
useful  in  rheumatic  and  arthritic  pains,  and  in 
ulcerated  surfaces,  especially  about  the  corona 
glandis.  My  own  experience  induces  me  to  rec- 
ommend it  in  the  highest  terms  for  the  cure  of 
warts  with  a  narrow  base  and  pendulous  body. 
These  may  occur  upon  any  part  of  the  surface, 
and  often  have  an  hereditary  history.  Many  of 
them  are  removed  by  cleanliness  and  the  external 
application  of  nitrate  of  silver,  glacial  acetic  acid, 
or  the  acid  solution  of  nitrate  of  mercury,  or  by 
cutting  off  the  growth  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  and 
dressing  the  part  with  an  astringent  lotion.  But 
these  remedies  are  often  inferior  to  a  strong  tinc- 
ture of  thuja,  applied  to  the  part  three  times  a 
day  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight.  Sometimes  the 
warts  fall  off  in  two  or  three  days  after  this  ap- 
plication, leaving  the  base  perfectly  healed.  Five 
drops  of  the  tincture  should  be  taken  in  a  wine- 
glass of  water  internally  every  night  and  morn- 
ing during  the  period  of  the  external  applica- 
tion. 

Condylomata  about  the  anus  or  pudenda  of 
either  sex — whether  of  a  syphilitic  character  or 
otherwise — are  often  rapidly  cured  by  the  exter- 
nal application  of  the  same  tincture.  In  syphi- 
litic lesions  we  have  never  seen  the  slightest  bene- 
fit from  its  use.  In  papillomatous  growths  in 
general  it  will  be  found  valuable,  as  well  as  in 
gleet  dependent  on  granular  urethritis,  employed 
internally  and  by  injection. 

Thuja  stands  in  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
genito-urinary  system,  and  to  the  cutaneous  sys- 
tem in  all  its  ramifications.  The  sexual  organs 
.are  affected  sympathetically.  The  fibro-serous  and 
mucous  membranes  bear  the  stamp  of  primary 
effects;  the  external  skin  of  the  secondarv. 

The  general  character  of  the  pathological  con- 
dition which  thuja  sets  up  in  the  attacked  parts, 
is  that  of  irritation.  This  irritation,  which  may 
increase  to  inflammation,  causes  in  the  secreting 
organs  (mucous  membranes,  urinary  apparatus, 
and  glands)  an  increased  and  altered  secretion. 
In  the  external  skin  the  irritation  is  concentrated 
in  single  spots,  and  manifests  :  inflammation,  sup- 
puration, formation  of  warts,  and  excrescences. 

The  affections  of  thuja  present  the  following 
peculiarities  : 


i.  They  attack  only  a  single  organ,  limb,  joint, 
or  spot  at  a  time ;  and  these  local  affections  usu- 
ally cease  when  morbid  symptoms  arise  in  a  dif- 
ferent province. 

2.  They  come  on  for  the  most  part  in  abrupt 
paroxysms,  begin  suddenly,  and  end  as  though 
they  were  snapped  off. 

3.  They  make  their  appearance  especially  dur- 
ing rest,  and  either  diminish  or  disappear  by 
movement :  nay,  the  pains  which  appear  in  cir- 
cumscribed spots  often  instantaneously  disappear 
on  touching  the  affected  spot,  and  return  imme- 
diately on  quitting  the  contact.  They  come  on, 
consequently,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  evening 
in  bed/^nd  in  the  morning  on  waking;  they  are 
aggravated,  too,  by  passing  from  a  cold  into  a 
warm  temperature,  and  are  diminished  by  the 
opposite.  The  pains  in  the  joints  only  are  aggra- 
vated bv  movement,  and  violent  affections  or  fe- 
brile symptoms  remain  the  same,  whether  in  rest 
or  motion. 

4.  They  more  frequently  affect  the  left  side 
of  the  body,  though  they  do  not,  on  that  account. 
neglect  the  right. 

The  most  constant  kinds  of  pain  which  thuja 
excites  in  its  most  extensive  sphere  of  operation 
in  the  different  organic  structures,  are :  drawing 
and  tension  in  the  limbs  and  joints,  burning  in 
the  urinary  organs,  itching  and  crawling  on  the 
skin. 

The  course  of  the  thuja  sickness  is  partly  acute, 
partly  chronic.  The  primary  symptoms  go  off 
in  a  short  time,  but  the  secondary  run  a  very  ir- 
regular course,  and  are  characterized  by  great 
mutability  and  caprice.  They  return  after  inter- 
vals of  hours,  days,  weeks,  continue  sometimes 
shorter  and  sometimes  longer,  and  appear  now  in 
this,  now  in  that  part  of  the  body.  The  cutaneous 
excrescences,  finally,  as  the  concluding  products 
of  thuja,  are  as  slow  in  disappearing  as  they  are 
in  coming,  and  remain  for  months. 

The  true  attendants  of  a  thuja  fever  are 
strongly  marked,  predominant  cold,  and  gloomy, 
depraved  state  of  mind.  To  express  the  physio- 
logical character  of  the  arbor  vitae  in  the  shortest 
manner,  it  is  :  exaltation  of  the  cutaneous  system, 
with  disposition  to  dermatic  excrescences. 

The  following  conditions  call  for  thuja: 

Melcaiclwlia,  with  a  fixed  idea  that  he  is  made 
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of  a  brittle  substance,  will  nol  allow  persons  to 
touch  him,  for  fear  that  he  will  be  broken.  ( ireat 
emotional  sensitiveness :  music  causes  weeping 
and  trembling.  Fixed  idea  of  a  living  animal  in 
the  abdomen ;  of  the  soul  separated  from  the 
body;  of  strange  people  bj   his  side.  etc. 

Neuralgic  headache,  in  the  occiput,  extreme 
soreness  and  screaming,  cannot  sleep  nor  chew. 
Violent  neuralgic  headache,  as  though  a  nail 
were  driven  in.  Neuralgia  of  the  head  and  face. 
with  stabbing,  unendurable  pains;  neuralgia  of 
the  head  and  face  from  tea-drinking:  neuralgia 
at  night,  extending  from  vertex  over  the  whole 
head. 

Polypi  of  the  car.  with  otorrhcea.  easy  bleeding, 
shooting  pains.  Otorrh<ea  smelling  of  putrid 
meat. 

Nasal  catarrh,  with  quantities  of  thick,  green 
mucus,  pus,  and  blood  that  seem  to  come  from 
the  frontal  sinuses.  Painful  scabs  in  the  nostrils. 
Warts  on  the  nose. 

Violent  toothache,  from  decayed  teeth,  particu- 
larly useful  when  the  teeth  decay  next  the  gums. 
with  retraction  of  the  gums,  leaving  a  healthy 
crown ;  teeth  extremely  sensitive  to  cold  water. 
Aphthous  sore  mouth. 

Excessive  perspiration  on  perineum. 

Chronic  diarrhea.  Stools  forcible,  pale,  copious, 
greasy,  expelled  with  gurgling,  like  water  from  a 
bung-hole,  worse  after  breakfast ;  particularly 
diarrhea  after  vaccination. 

Dysuria.  High-colored,  strong  smelling  urine. 
Gonorrhea,  with  thin,  greenish  discharge,  and 
scalding  during  micturition.  Repressed  Gonor- 
rhea, especially  with  rheumatism  or  inflamed 
prostate. 

Extremely  fetid  szceat  on  feet. 

To  illustrate  some  of  the  homeopathic  uses  of 
this  valuable  agent.  I  will  give  a  few  clinical 
cases,  gleaned  from  various  sources. 

1.  .Madame  F..  a  young  and  beautiful  blonde, 
of  twenty-five  years,  had  suffered  for  several 
years  from  fearful  and  almost  constant  neural- 
gia, seated  in  the  left  side  of  the  face.  Her  phy- 
sician had  tried  in  turn  a  tonic  treatment,  qui- 
nine, mercurials,  hypolermic  injections  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  electricity,  etc.  The  patient  continued 
to  suffer,  and  nothing  in  her  face  betrayed  the 
terrible  and  almost  constant  pain  which  she  ex- 
perienced on  a  level  with  the  left  zygomatic  proc- 
ess and  molar  bone.  One  of  her  friends  advised 
her  to  sacrifice  her  beautiful  hair.  On  account 
of  the  location  of  the  pain  she  was  given  thuja 


3x,   lour   times   each   day,   resulting,   within   two 
days,  in  a  permanent  cure. 

2    G.,  aged  fort)  years,  had  a  pediculated  sy- 

cotic  excrescence,  about  one-third  of  an  inch  in 
length,  on  the  verge  of  the  anus,  secreting  a  fetid 
mucus,  so  much  so  as  to  require  the  changing  of 
his  clothes  during  the  day,  and  the  necessity  for 
frequent  ablutions.  From  its  protrusion  it  was 
a  great  source  of  irritation  and  annoyance.  It 
was  concluded  to  exsiccate  and  cauterize  it  ;  hut 
the  case  presented  such  a  marked  indication  for 
thuja,  not  only  in  the  topical  affection,  but  in  a 
eral  sycotic  diathesis,  that  it  was  determined 
to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  constitutional  effects 
of  that  remedy.  (  )ne  drop  of  the  tincture  of 
thuja  cured  the  case  in  a  short  time. 

3.  Mrs.  S.  suffered  from  a  polypus  with  a  stem 
of  about  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  growing1 
from  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  About  two  years 
previous  a  polypus  had  been  removed,  which  was 
also  attached  to  the  uterus.  She  was  of  a  sallow 
complexion,  spare  of  flesh,  and  very  irritable,  and 
also  easily  moved  to  tears.  She  had  distr 
ing  pains  extending  from  within  the  pelvis  up 
to  the  left  ovary  and  back  to  the  loins,  aggra- 
vated by  riding  in  a  carriage  and  by  walking. 
She  was  worse  at  the  menstrual  crisis.  Thuja 
200  was  prescribed  once  in  two  days.  She  dis- 
charged the  polypus  at  the  second  period  there- 
after, and  it  did  not  return  for  six  years,  since 
which  time  the  patient  has  been  quite  lost  sight 
of. 

4.  G..  farmer,  thirty-six,  suffers  since  three 
months  from  a  sub-paralysis  of  the  sphincter 
vesicae.  He  complains  that  especially  in  daytime 
he  cannot  hold  his  urine,  when  riding  or  taking 
long  walks.  He  has  such  a  constant  pressure  to 
urinate,  that  he  is  obliged  to  give  way  to  it;  but 
there  are  days  when  he  can  resist  the  pressure. 
He  has  never  observed  this  incontinence  at  night. 
although  sometimes  he  has  to  hurry  up  at  night 
to  pass  his  water.  He  enjoys  otherwise  the  most 
perfect  health.  Prescribed  thuja  ix,  one  powder 
every  second  evening.  Amendment  in  a  week, 
and  a  perfect  cure  in  three  weeks. 

5.  A  boy,  fourteen,  had  twenty  or  more  warts 
on  the  right  hand  ;  some  of  them  were  hard,  like 
corns;  others  were  softer,  rough  on  the  surface. 
others  small  and  smooth.  He  had  also  on  the 
posterior  surface  of  the  right  forearm,  near  the 
wrist,  a  pale  red  hepatic  spot  of  the  size  >*\  a 
quarter,  covered  with  dry,  scaly  skin.  Thuja  tx 
was  given,  five  drops  each  day.    The  diluted  tine- 
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ture  was  used  externally.     In  six  weeks  all  the 
warts  had  disappeared. 

6.  M.,  thirty-four,  tall,  somewhat  bloated,  has 
had  tumors  for  two  years.  The  first  were  re- 
moved with  the  knife,  and  contained  cheesy  mat- 
ter ;  the  present  tumors  he  has  had  for  two  years. 
He  works  in  a  mirror  factory,  has  worked  in  the 
cellar  over  the  quicksilver,  and  has  had  the  itch 
twice ;  one  tumor  is  located  over  the  first  dorsal 
vertebrae ;  the  second  is  on  the  center  of  the  spine 
of  the  left  scapula.  They  are  round,  purple,  yield 
slightly  to  pressure,  with  the  exception  of  a 
bruised,  burning  sensation  when  lying  on  the 
back  at  night,  which  disappears  soon  after  rising. 
Contant  thirst.  Prescribed  on  August  27  thuja 
15X,  one  dose  per  day.  On  October  1  the  tumors 
had  disappeared,  leaving  the  skin  sunken,  pale, 
wrinkled. 

7.  On  December  27,  1878,  Mrs.  K.  brought  to 
the  office  her  daughter,  aged  ten  years,  apparently 
a  blooming  young  girl.  She  had  a  fungus  in  her 
left  lower  jaw,  the  location  being  that  of  the  first 
molar  tooth.  It  looked  purplish,  bled  easily,  and 
had  a  stem.  I  knew  the  father  to  be  sycotic ;  the 
mother  was  well.  The  fungus  became  more  an- 
gry in  damp  weather.  In  addition  the  girl  had 
herpes.  Appetite  good,  sleeps  well.  Thuja  6x 
was  prescribed,  one  dose  morning  and  night,  re- 
sulting in  a  perfect  cure. 


The  Endo-Vesicdl  Picture. 

BY   BYRON   ROBINSON,    M.   D.,    CHICAGO. 

The  first  view  that  one  obtains  from  the  normal 
vesical  mucosa  through  the  cystoscope  is  not 
easily  erased  from  memory.  The  brilliant  view 
of  the  vesical  mucosa  is  so  marked,  the  yellow- 
ish-white color  is  so  characteristic,  and  the  dis- 
tant rosy  red  sinuous  blood  vessels  make  an  in- 
delible impression. 

The  cystoscopic  view  of  the  vesical  mucosa  is 
more  brilliant  than  the  view  in  supra-pubic  cys- 
totomy. 

The  presentation  astonishes  the  beginner  that 
the  vesical  wall  should  appear  so  sharp  and  clear. 

Nitze  and  Casper  claim  that  this  brilliant  endo- 
vesical  picture  is  due  to  the  reflection  of  the 
light  in  the  closed  bladder,  simulating  the  clear 
view  observed  on  the  fundus  oculi  by  means  of 
the  ophthalmoscope. 

The  chief  factors  which  compose  an  endo- 
vesical  picture  are:    (a)    Color  of  the  mucosa; 


(b)  Vessels;  (c)  The  trigone;  (d)  The  position, 
form,  and  action  of  the  ureteral  orifices. 

The  color  of  the  mucosa  depends  on  the  in- 
tensity of  the  illumination,  the  state  of  vascular- 
ity and  distention  of  the  bladder. 

The  bladder  as  to  vascularity  has  age  relation, 
as  pueritas,  pubertas  senescence,  as  well  as  func- 
tional relations  (menstruation,  gestation,  puer- 
perium). 

The  richly  vascularized  bladder  of  menstru- 
ation is  darker,  while  less  vascularized  bladder 
of  pueritas  and  senescence  is  lighter  in  color. 

To  determine  the  color  of  the  bladder  the 
illumination  must  be  strong  and  the  bladder  well 
distended  with  transparent  fluid.  The  contrac- 
tion of  the  bladder  will  present  a  darkening  red, 
while  a  distending  bladder  will  present  a  paling 
red.  The  vessels  of  the  normal  bladder  present 
a  light  red  color,  course  more  or  less  sinuously 
parallel  and  appear  with  strong  branches. 

The  vessels  (arterioles  and  capillaries)  are  the 
most  abundant  in  the  region  of  the  trigone, 
(sphincter  vesicae  internum,  vesical  ureteral  ori- 
fices). 

The  richest  vascular  location  of  the  bladder  is 
the  dorsal  surface  of  the  sphincter  vesicae  in- 
ternum, where  numerous  vessels  radiate  toward 
the  base  of  the  trigone. 

Frequently  a  rich  vascular,  red  ring  surrounds 
the  distal  ureteral  orifice,  which  aids  in  locating 
the  ureter.  The  veins  are  noticed  mainly  only 
in  the  gravid,  puerperal,  menstruating  subject, 
and  are  less  marked  in  contour  and  sinuosity 
than  the  arteries,  but  more  deeply  located  in  the 
bladder  wall,  and  intensely  blue  and  greater  in 
dimension  than  the  arteries. 

The  vesical  trigone,  trigonum  lieutandi,  (Jo- 
seph Lieutandi,  1703-1780),  is  the  most  import- 
ant picture  in  the  endo-vesical  field. 

The  observer  must  remember  that  he  is  view- 
ing mirror  pictures — reversed  pictures  (with  the 
Nitze  cystoscope).  The  subject  of  mirror  pic- 
ture may  be  at  once  explained  by  placing  a  writ- 
ing pen  on  the  table  with  the  point  directed 
towai  '  'he  observer,  whence  a  hand  mirror 
placed  over  it  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees 
will  demonstrate  the  reversed  pen  picture.  The 
trigone  view  is  the  key  to  the  endo-vesical  pic- 
ture. 

With  the  trigone  in  the  field  of  vision  the  op- 
erator can  rotate  the  cystoscope  laterally  and 
observe  the  inter-ureteral  ligament,  the  uretero- 
vesical   ridges,    the    sphincter    vesicae    internum, 
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with   its  deep  rosy  red,  and  the  vesical  orifices 
of  the  ureter,  the  rapid  location  of  which  <k 
thr  skill  of  the  cystoscopist. 

The  cystoscopic  study  of  the  trigone  consists 
in  observing  the  location,  form  and  action  of  the 
vesical  orifice  of  the  uretus. 

The  Position  of  the  Distal  Ureteral  <  )rinces 
determines  the  form  of  the  trigone.  Since  the 
location  of  the  vesical  ureteral  orifices  is  various. 
the  form  of  the  trigone  varies,  and  though  the 
variation  be  limited  it  is  sufficient  to  test  the  skill 
of  the  cystoscopist. 

Sometimes  the  ureteral  orifice  approaches  re- 
markably adjacent  and  at  other  times  remark- 
ably distant  from  the  median  line  of  the  tri- 
gone. 

Yuuin.  the  ureteral  orifice  approaches  remark- 
ably adjacent  to  or  is  remarkably  distant  from  the 
sphincter  vesica?  internum. 

Practically  there  are  three  forms  of  vesical 
trigones,  viz. : 

i.  The  typical  trigone  (corresponding  to  the 
normal  majority  i . 

2.  The  acute-angled  trigone  with  the  short  base 
and  long  sides. 

3.  The  obtuse-angled  trigone  with  the  long 
base  and  short  sides. 

4.  The  form  of  the  vesical  ureteral  orifices  de- 
pends on  the  configuration  of  the  ureteral  ridges, 
which  has  an  extensive  variation. 

One  might  say  that  no  individual's  ureteral 
ostium  appears  like  that  of  another.  The  uret- 
eral orifices  of  the  same  individual  frequentlv 
differ.  The  vesical  ureteral  ridges  vary  from  the 
prominence  of  that  in  the  cow  and  pig  to  that  of 
a  level,  flat  mucal  plane  found  in  some  women — 
yes,  even  to  a  ureteral  groove  or  fossa.  The 
ureteral  orifice  may  present  the  form  of  water 
streak  on  paper,  oval,  round,  groove,  bird's  beak, 
rima  pudendi,  flute,  slipper,  dark  hole,  horse- 
hoof,  everted  anus,  etc. 

The  action  of  the  ureters. — The  projection  of 
the  urine  from  the  ureters  into  the  bladder  is 
the  most  interesting  phenomenon  in  the  endo- 
vesical  picture. 

The  action  of  the  ureters  vary  in  vigor  from 
muscular  strength  (vigor,  peristalsis,  large  uret- 
eral ridges^,  or  muscular  weakness,  limited  peris- 
talsis, limited  ureteral  ridges.  The  projection  of 
urine  from  the  ureters  vary  from  the  quantity  of 
water  ingested  and  the  activity  of  renal  secretion. 
The  ureters  may  act  synchronous. 

Should   one   ureter  be   performing   the   entire 


conducting   of   urine   the   display    resembles   the 
spouting  of  a    water   fountain. 

The  ureter  in  general  possesses  a  non-syn- 
chronous  systole  and  a  diastole — both  of  which 
vary  in  time  and  vig<  >r. 

Perhaps   the   ureteral   diastole  and    systole   will 
occur  three   times  per  minute.     The  ureteral  di- 
astole  will   average   four   times   longer   than   the 
ile. 

The  effect  of  the  cystoscope  is:   hirst  to  ex- 
tend the  diastolic  and  diminish  the  cystolic  time 
through   shock  and   reflex   action.     Second,   later 
during  the  examination  the  diastole  and   - 
occur  more  rapid. 

Sometimes  one  may  wait  a  long  time  to  ob- 
S<  rve  a  ureteral  action.  The  ureter  appears  in 
a  spasm,  still,  the  cystoscoping  appears  to  have, 
shocked,  checked  the  ureteral  peristalsis. 

The   peristalsis    of   the    ureter   is    rather   more 
vigorous  and  brusque  than  that  of  other  viscera. 
However,   after  intense   ureteral   peristalsis   ure- 
teral    systole    is    of    limited    strength    and    pro- 
.    d   ureteral   diastole  may  occur. 

The  systole  of  the  ureteral  ostium  may  begin 
by  a  heavy,  lateral  motion.  The  ureteral  ostium 
sinks  in  the  vesical  wall  like  a  crater.  The  uret- 
eral ridges  retract,  flatten,  perhaps  disappear  in 
vesical  wall.  At  the  same  moment  the  urinal 
stream  becomes  projected  in  the  vesical  lumen. 
The  crater-like  ureteral  ostium  disappears,  the 
ureteral  ridges  return,  and  the  ureteral  orifice, 
ejecting  the  last  drop  of  urine,  closes. 

Some  ureteral  orifices  act  slowly,  opening  and 
closing  the  mouth  like  a  carp.  ( )thers  act  quietly 
and  steadily,  presenting  only  a  fine  slit. 

The  phenomenon  of  the  projection  of  the  urine 
in  the  vesical  lumen  may  be  made  striking  by  ad- 
ministering five  grains  of  methylene  blue  two 
hours  previous  to  employing  the  cystoscope.  The 
methylene  blue  lends  to  the  ejecting  urine  a 
beautiful  greenish  blue  color,  producing  a  strik- 
ing endo-vesical  picture.  However,  this  method 
is  not  to  be  recommended,  as  the  phenomenon 
better  be  studied  in  a  natural  state. 

Sometimes  air  bubbles  arise  and  become  ad- 
herent to  the  lens,  or  float  to  the  surface  of  the 
vesical  fluid,  coalescing  and  disturbing  inspec- 
tion by  light  reflection.  A  sharp  blow  on  the 
cystoscope  shaft  disperses  the  bubbles  from  the 
lenses. 

fhe  location  where  the  fundus  uteri  (in  acute 
retroflexio  uteri)  invaginates  the  bladder  wall,  is 
noted  for  shadow    formations. 
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Treatment    of   Acute    Rheumatism    and   A/lied 
Conditions.* 

BY    FRANK    A.    W ATKINS,    M.  D. 

As  the  micrococcus  of  rheumatic  fever  is  a 
parasitic  organism,  and  as  we  know  almost 
nothing  of  its  natural  life  and  habitat  we  are  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  we  should  regard  it  as  a 
facultative  saprophyte  or  a  facultative  parasite ; 
but  it  stands  to  reason  that  segregation  and  iso- 
lation must  be  utterly  ineffectual  as  a  preventive 
measure  when  the  infective  organism  can  assume 
a  saprophytic  existence  and  where  the  predispo- 
sition to  the  disease  is  the  predominating  factor 
of  the  causes.  The  same  rules  which  are  ob- 
served for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  should 
be  our  guide  here.  Firstly,  we  should  sterilize 
all  infected  excretions  from  the  body ;  our  present 
knowledge  would  confine  our  attention  tp  the  ex- 
pectoration and  urine.  Secondly,  we  should  ob- 
serve all  rules  of  sanitation  and  hygiene  which 
tend  to  render  unsuitable  the  conditions  which 
favor  the  propagation  of  the  micrococcus  and 
perhaps  render  it  less  virulent,  but  which  act 
chiefly  by  diminishing  the  susceptibility  to  the 
disease.  When  it  is  proven  that  formic  acid  is  the 
excitant  of  rheumatic  fever  it  will  be  necessary  to 
consider  whether  apis  will  be  of  any  use  as  a  pro- 
phylactic. Amongst  the  rural  population  there  is 
a  belief  that  bee-keepers  are  immune  to  acute 
rheumatism. 

Treatment  of  the  illness. — If  we  are  fortunate  in 
seeing  our  patient  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  in- 
fection we  should  concentrate  our  attack  upon 
the  organism  itself,  if  possible.  In  those  cases 
where  it  begins  as  an  angina  we  should  use  anti- 
bacterial gargles  to  the  fauces  and  apply  a  water 
compress  externally,  so  as  to  encourage  a  local 
leucocytosis.  with  the  expectation  of  increasing 
the  phagocytic  process.  If  signs  of  a  general  in- 
vasion are  present  it  is  conceivable  that  a  hot  bath 
would  benefit  the  patient  by  producing  a  general 
leucocytosis.  If  the  disease  has  already  estab- 
lished itself  we  have  very  little  hope  of  cutting 
it  short  by  administering  direct  anti-bacterial 
remedies,  for,  as  a  rule,  they  are  more  powerful 
poisons  to  the  body  cells  than  to  the  parasitic 
cells ;  this  has  been  well  demonstrated  by  a  series 
of  experiments  carried  out  by  Vernon  Shaw.  He 
showed  that  when  animals  were  suffering  from  a 
septicaemia,  caused  by  the  bacillus  pyocyaneus, 
that  they  die  more  quickly  if  they  are  injected 
intravenously      with      antiseptics     of     sufficient 
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strength  to  act  as  intravascular  antiseptics ;  for 
his  experiments  he  used  solutions  of  guaiacol, 
chinosol,  and  formaline. 

Menzer  has  lately  introduced  an  anti-bacterial 
serum  for  the  treatment  of  acute  and  chronic 
rheumatism.  He  has  published  seven  cases  of 
acute  rheumatism  treated  by  this  method,  but  the 
results  do  not  appear  very  encouraging.  With 
chronic  rheumatism  he  has  had  some  remarkable 
cures,  though  the  first  result  of  the  injections  was 
to  light  up  the  arthritis  and  render  it  for  a  time 
active. 

Having  directed  our  efforts  against  the  para- 
site, and  having  failed,  our  next  plan  of  offense 
is  to  stimulate  the  body-cells  in  their  natural 
work  of  cure,  or,  as  Paracelsus  described  it,  "  the 
arcana  include  substances  that  destroy  the  '  seed ' 
of  disease  and  others  that  awaken  the  '  healing 
power  '  of  Xature."  In  selecting  these  remedies 
I  shall  hope  to  demonstrate  that  the  method 
Hahnemann  adopted  gives  better  results  than 
any  other.  I  will  now  give  an  outline  of  the 
treatment  usually  adopted  at  the  London  Ho- 
meopathic Hospital. 

The  patient  is  clothed  in  flannel  and  lightly  cov- 
ered with  blankets.  The  diet  is  fluid,  and  consists 
mainly  of  milk  and  farinaceous  compounds.  Usu- 
ally alcoholic  stimulants  are  avoided.  If  the 
tongue  should  be  coated  and  the  bowels  consti- 
pated a  gentle  laxative  or  enema  is  administered. 
For  the  painful  joints  simple  wrapping  in  cotton 
wool  often  gives  great  relief  from  the  pains,  but 
sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  apply  a  soothing  lini- 
ment, such  as  belladonna  or  opium,  on  lint  and 
covered  with  oil  silk.  If  there  is  any  distress  or 
pain  in  the  praxordium  a  hot  compress  of  vera- 
trum  viride  lotion  gives  much  relief. 

The  internal  medication  adopted  is  much  the 
same  as  that  mentioned  by  Dr.  Byres  Moir  in  a 
paper  which  he  presented  to  this  society  in  1889, 
and  consists  of  aconite  and  bryonia  varying  from 
0  to  3.  After  the  acute  symptoms  have  subsided, 
mercurius  or  sulphur  are  exhibited ;  other  reme- 
dies chiefly  used  are  rhus  tox..  actea  racemosa, 
arsenicum,  lycopodium.  digitalis,  china,  and  fer- 
rum.  One  of  the  best  preparations  of  iron  is  that 
of  the  protoxalate  of  iron  introduced  to  this  hos- 
pital by  Dr.  Galley  Blackley.  For  the  pseudo- 
chlorosis  hematogen,  perhaps,  is  more  effectual. 
Spigelia,  bryonia.  arsenicum.  colchicum.  digitalis, 
and  strophanthus  are  given  for  cardiac  complica- 
tions. 
.    If  formic  acid  is  truly  the  excitant  of  rheumatic 
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fever  we  shall  no  longer  expect  to  derive  benefit 

from  the  use  of  apis  in  the  treatment  of  erythema 
nodosum  or  any  other  lesion  of  rheumatic  origin. 
The  patient  should  be  confined  to  bed  for  Si 
to  ten  days  after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute 
symptoms.  When  heart  complications  have  oc- 
curred prolonged  rest  in  the  recumbent  position 
is  imperative  until  the  softened  plastic  tissues  of 
the  valves  in  particular  have  regained  their  ph\  bi- 
ological resilience. 

■♦■     ♦ 

Coffee  as  a  Factor  in  the  Production  of  Gastric 
and  Cardiac  Disorders. 

BY    B.    F.    UNDERWOOD,   M.  D. 

The  pathogenetic  properties  of  coffee  have  re- 
ceived but  scant  attention  from  medical  authors, 
although,  it  is  not  doubtful.  I  think,  that,  more 
than  any  other  single  substance,  coffee  is  respon- 
sible for  the  great  prevalence  of  nervous,  gastric, 
and  cardiac  diseases  at  the  present  time,  and  that 
the  great  increase  in  sudden  deaths  from  heart 
affection  in  recent  years  may  be  justly  set  down 
to  the  use  or  abuse  of  coffee  as  a  beverage. 

Shoemaker,  in  his  "  .Materia  Medica,"  treating 
upon  coffee,  says:  "Used  in  excess  it  disorders 
digestion  and  causes  functional  disturbance  of 
the  nervous  system,  shown  by  headache,  vertigo, 
mental  confusion  and  palpitation  of  the  heart.  It 
increases  secretion,  blunts  sensation,  exalts  re- 
flex excitability,  increases  mental  activity,  and 
may  produce  insomnia  and  great  nervous  rest- 
lessness." and  this  is  as  much  as  any  medical 
author  has  to  say  upon  the  subject. 

In  my  case  it  may  be  merely  the  zeal  of  the  re- 
cent convert  which  inspires  me,  but  I  feel  strongly 
from  both  my  personal  and  professional  experi- 
ence that  there  is  so  much  more  that  could  and 
should  be  said  about  the  deleterious  effects  of 
coffee  and  its  potency  as  a  factor  in  the  produc- 
tion of  disease.  This  has  been  so  strongly  im- 
pressed upon  me  the  past  winter  that  I  am  im- 
pelled to  make  a  contribution  to  the  subject,  by 
reporting  a  few  cases  in  which  coffee  was  so 
manifestly  causing  or  continuing  the  disease  that 
it  could  not  be  ignored. 

Case  I.  In  the  latter  part  of  December,  1903, 
I  had  under  treatment,  an  old  lady,  74  years, 
who  was  convalescing  from  an  attack  of  pneu- 
monia. She  had  responded  favorably  to  the 
treatment  and  was  doing  nicely  except  for  a  pe- 
culiar rise  and  fall  of  the  temperature  and  an 
irregular  action  of  the  heart.  She  had  b 
troubled  more  or  less  with  weakness  of  the  heart 


and  at  this  time  its  action  was  giving  me  a  g I 

deal  of  concern,  its  beat  being  irregular  and  fee- 
ble, at  lime.--  much  more  so  than  al  others.  A 
study  of  conditions  and  causes  threw  no  light  on 
the  case  until  1  found  that  the  irregularity  was 
more  marked  on  the  mornings  when  she  had 
coffee,  which  she  did  not  have  every  morning. 
\^  1  could  not  discover  any  other  cause  1  advised 
that  she  should  not  take  the  coffee.  After  some 
demur  on  the  part  of  the  patient  she  acceded  and 
Postum  cereal  was  substituted  for  the  coffi 
favorable  effect  was  almost  immediately  appar- 
ent ;  the  irregular  action  gave  place  to  a  steady, 
regular  beat,  the  pulse  became  fuller  and  stronger, 
the  temperature  became  normal  and  the 
went  on  to  uninterrupted  recovery. 

Case  II.  The  result  in  case  one  set  me  think- 
ing1. For  some  vears  I  had  been  troubled  with 
nervous  dyspepsia,  with  cardiac  irritability  and 
at  times,  great  irregularity  in  the  action  of  the 
heart,  intermittent  beat  of  the  pulse  and  much 
nervous  depression,  all  of  wdiich,  in  spite  of  treat- 
ment was  steadily  getting  worse.  I  had  had 
light  enough  thrown  on  the  cause,  if  I  had  not 
been  so  blinded  by  prejudice  that  I  could  not  see. 
As  for  instance,  on  one  occasion,  when  the  cook.' 
who  did  not  believe  that  coffee  was  any  good  un- 
less it  rivaled  in  color  her  ebony  face,  gave  me  a 
cup  of  coffee  one  morning  that  was  fully  up  to 
her  ideal,  and  which,  although  1  noticed  that  it 
possessed  nearly  the  strength  of  Samson,  I 
drank   without  consideration. 

I  had  been  feeling  rather  better  than  usual  for 
a  day  or  two.  but  soon  after  breakfast  I  was  at- 
tacked with  such  peculiar  sensations  that  I  was 
unable  to  go  out,  and  was  obliged  to  call  upon 
a  colleague  for  treatment.  Singularly  enough, 
although  I  had  the  feeling  that  I  was  under  the 
influence  of  some  drug,  it  was  not  until  some 
time  afterward  that  I  realized  that  I  had 
been  poisoned  by  the  coffee.  Under  strong 
tonic  treatment  I  grew  better  for  a  time,  but  in 
December,  [903,  I  began  to  grow  worse  again, 
and  treatment  failing  to  effect  any  improvement, 
it  began  to  lock  as  if  I  was  in  danger  of  a  com- 
plete breakdown. 

I  he  colleague  who  was  treating  me  was  sus- 
picious of  kidney  disease,  but  a  urinary  analysis 
cleared  up  that  point,  but  I  did  not  improve.  It 
was  at  this  time,  as  I  have  said,  the  result  in  1 
Xo.  I  set  me  thinking,  and  1  found  from  a  study 
of  the  modalities,  that  1  was  worse  and  more  de- 
pressed  after  taking  coffee,   and   it   finally    pene- 
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trated  into  my  inner  consciousness  that  possibly 
coffee  was  the  cause  of  my  condition.  I  took 
my  own  prescipfion  and  gave  up  coffee,  with 
the  result  of  an  almost  immediate  change  for  the 
better.  The  depression  disappeared,  the  cardiac 
disturbance  ceased,  and  the  dyspeptic  symptoms 
lessened  and  a  steady  improvement  set  in. 

Case  III.  About  the  same  time  I  had  under 
treatment  a  young  lady  suffering  from  chronic 
nephritis  who  presented  an  almost  endless  vari- 
etv  of  symptoms,  which  would  yield  to  treatment 
for  a  time,  only  to  return  in  an  aggravated  form. 
Among  the  more  persistent  and  annoying  of  these 
was  a  gastric  irritability  with  an  absolute  refusal 
of  the  stomach  to  digest  or  absorb  any  food,  pro- 
gressive emaciation  with  great  weakness,  and  a 
constant  sensation  of  hunger  with  nausea  and 
frequent  spells  of  vomiting,  when  the  food  taken 
would  be  returned  unchanged ;  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  oedema,  hectic  fever,  colliquative  sweats, 
etc.  Under  treatment  and  a  most  rigid  diet  the 
mitigation  of  the  symptoms  was  very  slight. 

I  had  advised  her  that  coffee  was  injurious  and 
should  be  given  up,  but  it  was  not  until  her  con- 
dition was  almost  hopeless  that  she  could  be  in- 
duced to  follow  my  advice  and  refrain  from  cof- 
fee. The  beneficial  effect  of  this  was  apparent 
at  once :  the  stomach  began  to  recover  its  tone, 
the  irritability  ceased,  the  vomiting  stopped,  and 
the  food  taken  was  digested  and  absorbed ;  the 
sensation  of  continual  hunger  disappeared,  the 
emaciation  lessened  and  her  strength  slowly  re- 
turned. Of  course  the  disease  has  not  been 
cured,  but  a  cure  which  seemed  hopeless  before 
has  been  made  possible. 

As  a  result  of  these  experiences,  to  which  more 
could  be  added,  in  all  cases  of  intractable  nervous 
or^gastric  diseases  I  have  come  to  regard  coffee 
as  an  incitant,  and  an  important,  if  not  the  chief, 
factor  in  the  production  of  the  disease,  and  to  in- 
sist upon  its  discontinuance  as  a  part  of  the  treat- 
ment, and,  I  may  add,  with  uniformly  good  effect. 
I  have  found  also  that,  although  the  giving  up  of 
coffee  has  been  in  many  cases  done  only  under 
protest  and  with  great  reluctance,  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  but  little  difficulty  when  a  palatable 
and  satisfactory  substitute  was  provided.  In  my 
own  case  and  in  that  of  the  others  described  I 
used  the  Postum  cereal  and  found  it  entirely 
satisfactory.  Even  the  most  inveterate  coffee 
drinkers  after  a  short  use  of  the  Postum  seem 
to  lose  all  desire  for  coffee  and  to  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  cereal. 


Colica  Mucosa,  or  Pseudo-Membranous   Entero- 
colitis* 

BY   A.   SPEIRS-ALEXANDER,    M.    D. 

The  disease  indicated  by  the  title  has  various 
synonyms,  such  as  membranous  colitis,  muco- 
membranous  entero-colitis,  or  membranous  ca- 
tarrh of  the  bowels ;  but  I  have  chosen  the  alter- 
natives, colica  mucosa,  or  pseudo-membranous 
entero-colitis,  the  former  as  indicating  most  ac- 
curately what  is  known  of  its  pathology,  and  the 
latter  as  generally  descriptive  of  its  most  salient 
features. 

The  congeries  of  symptoms  included  under  this 
nomenclature  constitutes  an  ailment  that  has  been 
attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention  during  recent 
years.  The  reason  assigned  by  some  for  such  at- 
tention is  that  the  disease  is  on  the  increase ;  but 
it  is  probable  that  closer  methods  of  observation 
on  the  part  of  the  modern  practitioner,  resulting 
in  more  accurate  diagnosis,  have  led  to  its  more 
frequent  recognition  than  in  former  times. 

Etiology. — The  female  sex  is  more  prone  to 
the  invasion  of  mucous  colitis  than  the  male,  in 
the  proportion ;  Langdon  puts  it  at  27  to  28  per 
cent,  of  men.  m 

The  age  at  which  patients  are  most  liable  to 
be  affected  is  from  twenty-five  to  forty-five, 
though  young  children  are  sometimes  met  with 
as  the  subjects  of  the  ailment. 

Certain  well-marked  circumstances  are  recog- 
nized as  predisposing  causes,  and  are  also  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  itself.  These  are  habitual 
constipation  and  neurasthenia,  or  neurotic  ten- 
dencies. 

It  has  also  been  noted  by  some  observers  that 
various  arthritic  manifestations  often  precede  or 
accompany  this  form  of  colitis,  and  they  there- 
fore incline  to  regard  it  as  a  concomitant  of  the 
rheumatic  diathesis.  While  it  is  undoubtedly  the 
case  that  rheumatic  symptoms  do  occur  in  some 
cases,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  trace  a  definite  relation- 
ship in  cause  and  effect  between  arthritism  and 
entero-colitis,  and  it  is  also  true  that  the  latter 
may  present  itself  in  patients  who  have  never  had 
any  form  of  rheumatism. 

The  neurotic  factor  in  the  causation  seems  a 
practically  constant  one,  and  if  it  be  the  case,  as 
some  allege,  that  the  malady  is  on  the  increase, 
we  can  readily  find,  in  the  high  tension  character- 
izing many  phases  of  modern  life,  an  explanation 
of  this  circumstance. 

Symptomatology. — The   main    features   that 

*  Read    before  the  Britisli    Homeopathic  Medical  Society. 
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attract  attention  are  (i)  irregular  action  of  the 
bowels  and,  as  a  rule,  constipation;  (2)  the  dis- 
charge, per  rectum,  of  quantities  of  mucus,  cither 
amorphous,  or  in  the  form  of  cylinders  or  flat- 
tened tubes;  (3)  abdominal  pain,  more  or  less 
constant,  and  in  crises. 

Long-lasting,  habitual,  obstinate  constipation  is 
a  marked  predisposing  cause,  and  it  likewise  char- 
acterizes the  course  of  the  ailment  itself.  In 
most  cases  the  patient  never  has  a  natural  motion, 
and  were  not  artificial  means  resorted  to,  might 
go  for  days  or  weeks  without  relief.  The  moti>  >ns 
thus  induced  are  in  the  form  of  scybala,  or  hard 
balls  of  varying  size,  more  or  less  matted  to 
gether,  or  covered  with  quantities  of  glairy  mu- 
cus. Various  undigested  articles  of  food  appear 
in  the  motions,  such  as  portions  of  green  vege- 
tables of  all  kinds,  which  pass  through  the  ali- 
mentary canal  in  a  practically  unaltered  form. 

In  some  patients,  however,  an  opposite  condi- 
tion obtains,  these  being  subject  to  a  constantly 
relaxed  state  of  the  bowels,  or  diarrhea  may  alter- 
nate with  constipation.  Froussard  states  that  the 
former  is  of  a  peculiar  character,  being  largely 
■composed  of  mucus  secreted  by  the  intestine,  and 
mixed  with  fragments  of  dried  faecal  matter. 
"  It  has  very  appropriately  been  called  '  pluie  in- 
testinale  '  by  Leseque." 

One  leading  feature  of  the  disease  is  the  fre- 
quent evacuation  of  large  quantities  of  mucus. 
The  motions  are  accompanied  and  covered  by 
glairy  mucus,  and  where  the  bowels  are  relaxed 
the  dejections  are  chiefly  composed  of  the  same 
secretion.  In  addition  to  this,  in  the  most  typical 
cases  it  assumes  the  form  of  long  tubes  and  cylin- 
ders, which  in  some  instances  are  flattened  in 
shape,  so  that  they  have  not  infrequently  been 
mistaken  for  the  segments  of  tapeworm.  These 
cylinders  vary  greatly  in  diameter,  from  that  of 
an  ordinary  pipe-stem  to  an  inch  or  more,  the 
larger  forms  appearing  to  be  accurate  casts  of  the 
bowel.  In  one  case,  which  I  saw  some  years  ago 
in  a  man  of  about  sixty-five  years  of  age,  a  tube 
of  this  kind  was  evacuated,  and  measured  not  less 
than  two  feet  in  length  by  about  one  and  a  half 
inches  in  diameter.  To  the  naked  eye  these  tubes 
have  the  appearance  of  genuine  mucous  mem- 
brane, and  as  if  shed  from  the  intestinal  wall. 
Microscopical  examination,  however,  shows  them 
to  be  composed  of  mucus  partially  solidified  and 
molded  to  the  shape  of  the  bowel,  epithelial  cells 
being  found  entangled  in  it.  It  seems  probable 
that  these  peculiar  forms  are  produced  as  fol- 


low-: hi  the  first  place  a  vaso-motor  disturbance 
leads  to  irritation  of  the  intestinal  mucous  glands, 
with  consequent  hypersecretion  of  mucus.  The 
more  watery  portion  of  the  secretion  is  quickly 
discharged,  leaving  mucin  in  excess  behind,  and 
tin-,  pressed  between  the  intestinal  wall  and  the 
nding  column  of  faeces,  is  gradually  molded 
to  the  shape  of  the  former,  and  finally  expelled 
in  this  condition.  The  dejections  may  in  some 
cases  be  attended  1>\  ;i  slight  amount  of  hi 
rhage,  but  this  probably  results  from  the  presence 
of  hemorrhoids,  which  are  occasionally  observed. 

Bacteria  of  many  varieties,  including  the  com- 
munis coli,  may  be  found  in  the  discharges,  but 
none  peculiar  to  the  disease  itself. 

The  third  characteristic  symptom  is  pain.  This 
varies  greatly  in  kind  and  severity  in  different  in- 
dividuals. Some  complain  merely  of  a  constant 
sense  of  uneasiness,  weight,  bearing-down,  or 
twisting  in  the  abdomen,  while  in  others  the  pain 
is  very  much  more  severe,  and  occurs  in  definite 
crises  or  paroxysms,  and  may  be  mistaken  for 
hepatic  colic,  which  it  closely  resembles.  Occa- 
sionally, such  attacks  are  attended  by  tympanitic 
swelling  of  the  abdomen,  and  such  tenderness  as 
to  suggest  peritonitis.  There  is.  however,  no 
rise  in  temperature. 

The  condition  of  the  abdomen  next  demands 
attention.  Starting  in  the  general  emaciation  of 
the  body — usually  a  marked  feature  in  the  sub- 
ject of  colica  mucosa — its  walls  are  thin  and  re- 
laxed, so  that  the  coils  of  the  intestine  can  often 
be  felt  through  them.  The  colon  may  sometimes 
be  clearly  defined  by  palpation  as  a  sausage- 
shaped  mass,  while,  in  others,  it  is  flaccid  and  col- 
lapsed. In  some  patients,  the  condition  of  enter- 
optosis,  or  falling  forward  of  the  abdominal  vis- 
cera, may  be  observed,  and  in  one  patient  I  found 
descent  of  the  right  kidney  below  the  ribs.  The 
latter  circumstances  are  no  doubt  due  to  the  ab- 
sorption  of  the  fat  in  and  behind  the  abdominal 
wall,  and  the  muscles  of  the  latter  being  also  en- 
feebled, the  viscera  lose  the  support  they  natu- 
rally derive  from  these  structures. 

In  a  certain  number  of  patients  of  the  female 
sex  various  disturbances  of  the  pelvic  organs. 
such  as  uterine  deviations,  ovarian  and  tubal  de- 
rangements, occur;  but  beyond  their  existence 
as  the  expression  of  generally  enfeebled  health, 
they  do  not  appear  to  bear  any  distinct  relation 
to  the  intestinal  disorder.  The  latter  occurs  in 
many  women  who  are  entirely  free  from  del 
of  the  0!  if  generation. 
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With  regard  to  the  digestive  functions  in  the 
subjects  of  coiica  mucosa,  hyperchlorida  is  the 
condition  not  infrequently  met  with. 

Pathological  Considerations. — Such,  then, 
are  the  most  prominent  symptoms  and  signs  of 
the  disease  before  us:  (i)  Obstinate  constipation, 
alternating  in  some  with  diarrhea;  (2)  the  dis- 
charge of  mucus  in  psuedo-membranous  form : 
(3)  more  or  less  constant  pain,  interspersed  with 
definite  paroxysmal  attacks. 

Can  we  find  any  rational  explanation  for  dis- 
turbances so  uniformly  characterizing  the  natural 
history  of  this  disease?  It  is,  perhaps,  of  more 
than  common  importance  that  we  should  en- 
deavor to  do  so  in  this  instance,  for  on  some  of 
the  conclusions  we  arrive  at,  our  chief  thera- 
peutic measures  will  largely  depend. 

If  we  say  that  the  disease  is  primarily  due  to 
an  error  of  innervation.  I  think  we  shall  find  in 
this  the  true  explanation  of  all  its  manifestations. 
It  has  already  been  remarked  that  sufferers  from 
entero-colitis  are  invariably  the  subjects  of  neu- 
rasthenia, or  of  nervous  hyperesthesia,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  them  the  sympathetic 
nervous  system,  as  a  whole,  is  profoundly  af- 
fected. 

The  obstinate  constipation,  which  is  so  marked 
a  feature  of  the  ailment,  is  almost  certainly  due 
to  this  cause,  expressing  itself  in  a  condition  of 
chronic  intestinal  paresis.  The  recent  researches 
of  Dr.  Leftwich  have  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  peristalsis  takes  place  in  health  almost  ex- 
clusively in  the  small  intestine,  and  hence,  when 
this  is  in  abeyance,  persistent  coprostasis  results. 
His  experiments  have  satisfied  him  that  the  ana- 
tomical structure  of  the  great  intestine,  and  more 
particularly  the  shortness  of  its  mesentery,  ef- 
fectually prevents  peristaltic  movements,  except 
in  the  most  restricted  way.  He  holds  that  the 
colon  is  maintained  in  a  condition  of  tonic  rigid- 
ity by  means  of  its  longitudinal  muscular  bands, 
and  that  the  contents  of  the  ileum,  which  are  dis- 
charged into  it  by  the  combined  effects  of  peri- 
stalsis and  hydraulic  pressure  from  above,  are 
propelled  along  the  ascending  colon,  against 
gravity,  and  thence  via  the  transverse  and  de- 
scending colons  to  the  rectum,  by  a  process  which 
he  describes  as  one  of  syphonage.  He  thus  re- 
gards the  great  intestine  merely  as  a  rigid  tube, 
the  contents  of  which  depend  for  their  propulsion 
on  this  hydrostatic  principle,  and  not  at  all,  as 
hitherto  held,  on  that  of  peristaltic  action. 

If  this  hypothesis  be  accepted,  we  are  driven  to 


the  conclusion  that  chronic  coprostasis  is  mainly 
due  to  inactivity  of  the  small  intestine,  though  to 
this  may  be  added  the  want  of  tone  in  the  recti 
muscles  and  abdominal  wall  generally. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  small  intestine  depends 
for  its  innervation  on  three  sources:  (i)A  sys- 
tem of  ganglionic  centers  within  its  walls;  (2) 
fibers  of  the  vagus  which  stimulate,  and  (3)  fi- 
bers of  the  splanchnic  nerve  which  restrain  peri- 
stalsis, both  probably  acting  through  the  intrinsic 
ganglionic  centers.  In  protracted  constipation  it 
is  then  probable  that  the  condition  is  due  either 
to  paresis  of  the  pneumogastric  or  hyper-stimu- 
lation by  the  sympathetic  nerve,  and,  taking  into 
consideration  the  neurasthenic  condition  of  the 
subjects  of  coiica  mucosa,  it  seems  rational  to 
assume  that  this  is  the  state  of  matters  which  ob- 
tains in  their  case. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
reason  for  the  hypersecretion  of  mucus  in  these 
cases.  By  some  the  condition  is  regarded  as  an 
intestinal  catarrh,  and  hence  its  description  by 
them  as  membranous  catarrh  of  the  bowels. 
Such  a  theory,  however,  rests  more  upon  as- 
sumption than  upon  actual  evidence.  We  know 
that  these  cases  are  essentially  long-lasting,  in 
some  extending  over  many  years.  Now  in 
chronic  catarrh  we  should  expect  to  find  definite 
inflammatory  lesions  of  mucous  membrane,  such 
as  extensive  cell  proliferation  and  hypertrophy. 
But  in  the  somewhat  limited  number  of  autopsies 
which  have  been  made  it  is  doubtful  if  such  le- 
sions have  been  met  with. 

Were  the  secretion  the  result  of  catarrhal  in- 
flammation, we  should  expect  to  find  at  least  oc- 
casional, if  slight,  variations  of  temperature.  In 
one  case  of  my  own.  however,  where  a  careful 
record  of  the  temperature  was  kept  for  some 
months,  there  was  no  rise  whatever. 

Again,  modern  pathological  research  has 
shown  that  inflammatory  processes  are  connected 
with,  or  result  from,  the  action  on  the  blood  of 
toxins,  either  automatically  produced  or  secreted 
by  various  micro-organisms,  such  a  process  be- 
ing: described  as  a  toxaemia.  But  in  the  disease 
under  discussion  the  bacteria  found  in  the  dejec- 
tions are  those  commonly  met  with  in  the  intes- 
tinal canal  even  in  health,  and  there  being  no  evi- 
dence that  their  toxins  have  any  share  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  mucous  discharge,  nor  that  the 
latter  results  from  any  toxin  automatically  pro- 
duced, it  seems  just  to  conclude  that  the  ailment 
is  not  a  toxaemia. 
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On  what  influence,  then,  does  the  hypersecre 

tion  depend?  The  answer  to  this  question  may, 
perhaps,  be  found  in  a  suggestion  made  bj  a 
writer  who  has  recently  issued  an  exceedingl)  in- 
teresting monograph  on  this  subject,  Dr.  Von 
Noorden,  of  Frankfort,  lie  refers  to  a  well- 
known  physiological  experiment,  the  result  of 
which  he  thinks  may  be  analogous  to  what  takes 
place  in  the  intestinal  canal.  "  It  is  well  known," 
he  says.  "  that  stimulation  of  the  facial  nerve 
causes  the  submaxillary  glands  to  secrete  an  ab- 
normal quantity  of  very  watery  and  barely 
stringy  mucus,  whereas  stimulation  of  the  sym- 
pathetic nerve  causes  the  secretion -of  a  thick. 
tough,  gelatinous,  and  very  string}'  mucus  that 
accumulates  at  the  orifice  of  the  secretory  duct  in 
the  form  of  tenacious  lumps." 

The  precise  morbid  reflex  disturbance  that  may 
give  rise  to  the  hypersecretion  in  the  intestine  is 
at  present  unknown,  but  the  circumstance  that 
regulation  of  the  bowels  and  the  removal  of  scy- 
bala  are  often  followed  by  lengthened  periods  of 
freedom  from  mucus  discharge,  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  presence  of  scybala  may  have  some  irri- 
tating effect  on  the  intestinal  mucous  glands,  and 
to  overproduction  on  their  part.  Rut  the  morbid 
condition  of  the  nervous  system  generally  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of  as  an  important  factor  in  the 
perverted  activity  of  the  secretory  glands  under 
its  control.  These  considerations  all  seem  to  in- 
dicate that  the  oversecretion  is  not  due  to  inflam- 
matory or  toxic  action,  but  that  the  view  ex- 
pressed by  Nothnagel,  that  the  condition  is  a  se- 
cretory neurosis,  is  probably  the  correct  one. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  violent 
paroxysms  of  pain  are  often  completely  relieved 
by  the  discharge  of  a  quantity  of  membranous 
mucus.  It  therefore  seems  likely  that  the  accu- 
mulation of  this  mucus  acts  as  a  powerful  irri- 
tant to  the  otherwise  dormant  involuntary  mus- 
cular fibers  of  the  intestine,  setting  up  violent 
tonic  contractions  in  them,  accompanied  by  the 
characteristic  pain,  and  such  an  attack  may  there- 
fore be  regarded  a-  a  nerve-storm. 

'1  he  significance  of  these  considerations  as  to 
the  causation  of  symptoms  will  be  apparent  when 
we  come  to  consider  the  all-important  question 
of  treatment. 

be  concluded.) 


lUcitb  IRcviewlno. 


— Dr.  J.  W.  Calvert,  formerly  of  Cleveland, 
but  now  located  at  Dwight,  [11.,  writes  us  a  pleas- 
ant letter  describing  his  whereabouts  and  his  suc- 
cess.    We  hope  he  will  continue  to  do  well. 


Stannum  patient  sleeps  with  one  leg  drawn 
up  and  the  other  stretched  out. 

colocynth  patient  lies  with  his  knees 
drawn  up  from  the  agon)  in  his  abdomen,  and 
thi'  relaxing  of  the  muscles  gives  temporar\ 
relief.  So  also  does  the  application  of  pressure 
to  the  painful  parts. 

a  quantities  of  colorless  urine  is  a  grand 
characteristic  of  sulphur. 

Incarcerated  hernia  is  curable  by  sulphur. 

To  cure  scorpion  sting. — Take  two  grains  of 
alum  and  dissolve  it  in  one  ounce  of  water,  and 
give  one  teaspoonful  every  four  or  five  minutes; 
in  twenty  to  twenty-five  minutes  relief  will  be 
had.  In  India  the  natives  take  one  drop  of  alum 
and  put  the  same  in  the  eye  to  cure  the  sting 
of  the  scorpion. 

Colocynth  and  stramonium  are  the  nearest 
specifics  to  hip-joint  disease  than  any  other  rem- 
edy in  the  materia  medica. 

.Magnesia  mur.  is  the  best  remedy  given  in- 
ternally for  children  with  congenital  scrotal 
hernia.  For  inguinal  hernia  use  mix  vom.  and 
opium. 

Lycopodium  has  great  fear  of  being  left  alone; 
mental,  nervous,  and  bodily  weakness.  Much 
red  sand  in  the  urine.  One  foot  cold,  the  other 
hot.  The  baby  cries  all  day  and  sleeps  all  night. 
Nipples  bleed  much  and  are  very  sore.  Night- 
sweats:  perspiration  cold,  clammy,  sour,  fetid, 
bloody,  and  smelling  like  onions. 

In  intermittent  fever,  if  chill  begins  between 
the  shoulders  and  spreads  over  the  body,  one 
dose  of  capsicum  will  cure. 

In  stillingia  there  are  aching  bone  pains  down 
the  arms  and  legs,  more  in  day-time  than  at 
night;  the  pains  seem  first  to  come  on  right  side 
then  on  left,  going  down  the  long  bones  of  arms 
and  legs.  These  pains  are  of  most  severe  and 
distressing  character  when  of  syphilitic  origin. 

The  pains  of  mercury  are  aggravated  by  the 
warmth  of  the  bed. 

Antimonium  crud.  patient  cannot  bear  to  be 
looked  at  or  touched. 

In  spinal  irritation  and  in  dyspepsia  the  ana- 
cardium  patient  has  a  disposition  to  swear  most 
vilely,  especially  in  bed. 

The  spongia  cough  is  worse  from  evening  to 
midnight,  from  cold  air,  from  talking,  from  sing- 
ing, or  moving;    better  from  eating  or  drinking. 

In  lachesis  the  patient  corrects  herself,  yet  sub- 
stitutes the  same  words,  there  is  great  loquacity. 

Tabacum  for  bad  effects  from  using  tobacco, 
chewing  or  smoking.  Nausea  from  use  of  to- 
bacco. Palpitation  of  heart  from  chewing  or 
smoking  toba 

.tia  also  requires  a  second  dose  t"  effect  a 
thorough  cure. 
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Alkohol 

und    Muskelermuedung. 

In  1895  Dr.  Hermann  Frey  published  a  work 
on  the  influence  of  alcohol  upon  muscular  action, 
which,  although  conceived  in  an  impartial  spirit, 
has  according  to  him  evoked  a  storm  of  hostile 
personal  criticism,  chiefly  on  the  part  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  total  abstinence.  To  these  he  has  re- 
plied in  a  small  volume ;  of  this  a  good  many 
pages  are  occupied  by  somewhat  cumbrous  sar- 
casms, from  which  the  main  arguments  are  often 
onlv  to  be  disinterred  with  some  difficulty.  The 
author's  original  experiments  were  conducted 
with  Mosso's  ergograph.  The  normal  curve  of 
the  person  observed  having  been  recorded,  two 
such  were  taken  at  an  interval  of  an  hour,  which 
the  author  found  sufficient  for  muscular  recov- 
ery ;  after  another  hour  a  small  quantity  of  alco- 
hol was  administered  and  a  third  curve  taken, 
the  change  in  which  was  held  to  indicate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  drug.  A  second  method  was  to  ad- 
minister the  alcohol  during  the  course  of  a  series 
of  voluntary  muscular  contractions,  between  each 
pair  of  which  there  was  an  interval  of  ten  sec- 
onds. 

Frey's  conclusions  were  that  the  action  of  al- 
ci  'In  >1  in  its  effect  upon  muscular  effort  dif- 
fered materially  according  as  whether  the  mus- 
cles investigated  were  tired  or  untired.  When 
tired,  he  concluded  that  alcohol  abolished 
the  sense  of  fatigue,  and  thereby  increased  the 
maximal  contractions ;  but  when  untired,  he 
found  that  alcohol  exercised  a  harmful  influence 
and  caused  a  marked  diminution  in  lifting  power. 
The  correctness  of  these  conclusions  has  been  de- 
nied by  a  number  of  other  observers,  such  as 
Professors  Destree  of  Brussels,  Kraepelin'and  his 
pupil  Oseretzowsky  of  Heidelberg,  Scheffer  of 
Utrecht,  and  Schnyder  of  Berne,  who  have  either 
repeated  Frey's  experiments  as  detailed  by  him, 
or  carried  out  independent  investigations  on  their 
own  account.  For  the  most  part  these  observers 
unite  in  either  totally  disagreeing  with  Frey,  or, 
while  admitting  a  temporary  stimulation,  state 
that  it  is  immediately  followed  by  a  paralyzing 
action,  which  more  than  outweighs  the  effect  of 
the  primary  stimulation.  In  this  book  Dr.  Frey 
sets  to  work  to  demolish  his  critics,  and  adds  cer- 
tain fresh  observations  of  his  own  by  which  he 

-  1  1  mfirmed  in  his  previous  views,  and  led  to  con- 
clude that  alcohol  has  a  nutrient  action  and  a 
more  favorable  and  lasting  influence  on  tired 
muscle  than  either  sugar,  coffee,  caffeine,  or  tea. 

\s,  however,  so  far  as  this  book  is  concerned,  we 


depend  for  our  knowledge  of  his  opponents'  work 
upon  Dr.  Frey's  version  of  it  in  each  case,  the 
details  of  the  combat  between  them  cannot  be 
given  with  fairness  to  either  side. 

Die    Zunge    und    ihre 
Begleit-Erscheinungen    bei    Krankheiten. 

Dr.  Carl  Rosenthal's  volume  on  the  tongue  is 
written  particularly  for  physicians.  The  surgical 
disorders  of  the  tongue  are,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, well  known,  though  it  must  be  admitted  that 
as  in  all  questions  referring  to  cancer  of  this  or 
any  other  organ,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  cause  of 
the  malady.  The  same  may  be  said  with  regard 
to  leucoplakia,  and  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
laws  underlying  the  process  controlling  the  de- 
velopment of  carcinoma  of  the  tongue  from  a 
gummatous  ulcer ;  then,  again,  the  question  of 
the  nature  and  origin  of  endotheliomata  is  far 
from  settled,  and  criticism  must  be  made  of  the 
author's  wisdom  in  classifying  endotheliomata  of 
the  tongue  as  benign  tumors.  Dr.  Rosenthal  does 
not  seek  to  explain  away  the  difficulties  of  aetiol- 
ogy ;  he  acknowledges  them  and  is  content  to 
group  together  all  the  known  disorders  of  the 
tongue,  whether  primary  or  secondary  to  disease 
situated  elsewhere  in  the  body. 

Scattered  through  the  book  we  find  facts,  some 
valuable  in  a  negative  sense,  others  offering  real 
help  in  the  recognition  of  the  more  rare  condi- 
tions and  in  the  estimation  of  the  clinical  signifi- 
cance of  the  many  and  varied  changes  met  with 
in  the  tongue.  The  association  of  furred  tongue 
with  gastro-intestinal  disorder  is  well  known,  but 
Dr.  Rosenthal  is  able  to  assure  us  that  it  is  much 
more  diagnostic  in  acute  than  in  the  non-chronic 
gastric  disorders ;  the  tongue  may  be  quite  clean 
in  chronic  gastric  disease,  and  in  disorders  af- 
fecting the  lower  part  of  the  intestinal  tract,  and 
even  in  typhoid  fever.  Herpes  of  the  tongue  may 
be  met  with  in  facial  or  labial  herpes,  in  cases  of 
gastro-intestinal  catarrh,  in  diseases  of  the  lung, 
in  malaria,  and  rarely  in  typhoid  fever :  it  is  also 
met  with  in  hard  smokers,  or  after  the  use  of 
tuberculin  or  antipyrin.  though  the  author  has 
not  apparently  seen  it  after  the  administration  of 
arsenic. 

Another  curious  affection  of  the  tongue  which 
is  but  little  understood  is  the  occurrence  of  hem- 
orrhages in  Werlhoff's  disease,  in  scurvy  and  in 
purpura  hemorrhagica,  but  there  is  another  curi- 
ous form  of  submucous  hemorrhages  occurring 
in  the  tongue,  especially  in  aged  people,  which 
according-  to   Dr.    Rosenthal,   does   not   indicate 
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any  special  pathological  condition,  bnt  is  of  ven- 
ous origin.  It  forms  submucous  hematomata, 
which  may  measure  a  centimeter  across ;  from  a 
diagnostic  point  of  view  the  recognition  is  im- 
portant, because  we  arc  thus  supplied  with  an- 
other possible  source  of  blood  in  cases  of  so- 
called  spurious  hemoptysis  and  hematemesis. 
Chronic  superficial  glossitis,  or  bald  tongue,  is  a 
common  disorder,  ami  its  true  ^etiological  rela- 
tionships are  ill-known:  \  irchow,  Lewin,  and 
Heller  attribute  it  entirely  to  syphilis,  Seifert  and 
Mracek  have,  however,  found  it  closely  associ- 
ated with  wasting  diseases,  such  as  carcinoma 
and  tuberculosis:  I  loldschmidt  has  also  seen  it  in 
cases  of  general  degeneration,  and  Lublinski  in 
various  anaemic   conditions,   including  chlorosis. 

Revue    Critique    sur    les 

Lois    de    la    Formation    des    Sexes. 

Although  Dr.  Guiard  entitled  his  work  a  criti- 
cal review  of  the  laws  of  the  determination  of 
sex.  it  is  hardly  critical  with  regard  to  one  of  the 
theories  which  are  considered  in  it. 

Dr.  Guiard  dismisses  somewhat  summarily  all 
the  theories  which  venture  to  advance  such  no- 
tions as  the  relative  vigor  of  the  parents,  the  tes- 
ticle or  the  ovary  from  which  the  spermatozoon 
or  ovum  comes,  nutrition,  age,  etc.,  and  accepts 
freely  the  hypothesis  of  Professor  Thury  of  Ge- 
neva, with  all  the  difficulties  which  accompany  it. 

According  to  Thury  it  is  the  more  or  less  com- 
plete maturity  which  the  ovum  has  reached  at  the 
moment  of  impregnation  which  determines  the 
of  the  new  being;  the  offspring  will  be  femi- 
nine when  this  maturity  has  not  arrived  at  a  cer- 
tain degree,  and  masculine  when  it  has  passed  it. 
In  other  words,  early  impregnation  of  the  ovum 
will  produce  a  female,  and  late  impregnation 
a  male.  There  may,  therefore,  be  said  to  be  an 
early  feminine  phase  in  the  life  history  of  each 
ovum  and  a  later  masculine  one.  It  is  considered 
that  the  feminine  phase  begins  with  the  begin- 
ning of  the  menstrual  flow,  while  the  masculine 
will  not  commence  till  a  varying  period  after  it. 
It  need  hardly  be  pointed  out  that  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  ovulation  and  menstruation  c<  >in- 
cide,  a  somewhat  gratuitous  assumption. 

The  practical  conclusion  follows,  if  we  can  ac- 
cept the  foregoing  hypothesis,  that  in  order  to 
procreate  a  female  child  impregnation  ought  to 
take  place  just  before  or  immediately  after  men- 
struation, while  to  produce  a  male  the  correct 
period  for  coitus  will  be  several  days  after  men- 
struation and  on  into  the  middle  of  the  inter- 
menstrual period. 

Experiments  upon  animals  have  given  varying 
results.  Guiard  thinks  that  those  carried  out  on 
cows  support  Thury's  theory  ;  but  he  admits  that 
rabbits  fowls,  and  pigeons  do  not  appear  to  ol 
the  law.  Recent  experiments  on  cows  would  . 
appear  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Further,  in  thirty- 
five  observations  upon  the  human  subject  made 
under  the   directions  of  Dr.   Guiard   there   were 


four  failures.  It  is  claimed  that  these  wire  onl) 
apparent  failures.  It  is  suggested  that  th 
ditions  necessary  for  success  were  not  scrupu- 
lousl)  observed  1  which  we  can  very  well  im- 
agine), and  that  when  they  were,  thin  the  re- 
sult was  what  was  desired,  as  in  thirty-one  out 
of  thirty-five  cases  reported.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered that  for  success  there  must  be  only  one 
occasion  on  which  coitus  is  practiced,  and  that 
must  be  three  or  four  days  before  the  menstrual 
flow  for  a  girl,  and  three  or  four  days  after  it 
for  a  boy,  it  will  be  obvious  that  many  fallacies 
may  interfere  with  a  proper  test  being  obtained. 

In  order  to  explain  the  commonly  observed 
fact  that  daughters  most  often  resemble  the 
father,  and  sons  the  mother,  Dr.  Guiard  points 
out  that  for  females  the  ovum  must  be  impreg- 
nated at  an  earlier  date  than  for  males;  in  other 
words,  the  ovum  must  conn-  under  the  influence 
of  the  paternal  sexual  cell  1  the  spermatozoon) 
for  a  longer  time.  This  prolonged  influence  he 
thinks,  will  impress  the  paternal  peculiarities 
more  markedly  upon  the  females  than  upon  the 
males.     Of  course  this  is  simply  an  assumption. 

In  order  to  explain  away  some  of  the  difficul- 
ties  which  surround  the  subject.  Guiard  has  to 
have  recourse  to  the  hypothesis  that  there  may 
be  supernumerary  ova.  and  that  in  fact  there  may 
be  anomalies  in  ovulation,  which  is  more  than 
likely . 

It  must  be  remembered,  also,  as  was  pointed 
out  by  Dr.  Robin  in  the  discussion  which  fol- 
lowed the  reading  of  Dr.  Guiard's  paper,  that 
we  do  not  know  whether  the  maturation  of  the 
ovum  (expulsion  of  polar  cells,  etc.)  always  oc- 
curs at  a  set  time  in  reference  to  the  escape  of 
thi-  ovum  from  the  ovary. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  Thury's  law  may  he  an 
uncertain  guide  to  the  anxious  parents  who  are 
hoping  for  a  son  :  but  it  can  at  least  be  tested  with 
little  trouble,  for  it  has  the  merit  of  simplicity. 
It  is  simple,  but  is  it  sure? 

The    Practice 
of    Obstetrics 

The  Practice  of  Obstetrics  by  Dr.  J.  Clifton 
Edgar  is  the  most  comprehensive  treatise  on  the 
practice  of  midwifery  that  has  yet  appeared. 

In  the  section  on  examination  during  preg- 
nancy the  strictest  antiseptic  precautions  are  in- 
culcated. The  ideal  method  of  conducting  labor, 
in  Dr.  Edgar's  opinion,  is  that  that  the  accou- 
cheur shall  wear  sterilized  rubber  gloves.  Ab- 
dominal examination  is  fully  described,  but  there 
is  one  simple  instrument,  the  utility  of  which 
might  be  pointed  out  :  we  mean  the  tape  measure. 

Dr.  Edgar  gives  a  method  of  direct  internal 
pelvimetry  with  the  closed  fist,  which  he  says  he 
practiced  for  a  number  of  years,  and  which. 
he  adds.   "  when   applicable  is   the   1  iitive 

and  satisfactory  of  the  internal  means  for  deter- 
mining the  available  space  at  the  inlet."  We 
agree  with  Dr.  Edgar  in  his  estimate  of  the 
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periority  of  manual  measurement  to  measure- 
ment with  any  pelvimeter.  But  he  must  surely 
know  that  a  method  of  pelvimetry  identical  in 
principle  with  his  own,  but  slightly  more  system- 
atic and  precise,  was  described  in  the  eighteenth 
century  by  Robert  Wallace  Johnson.  Dr.  Edgar 
frequently  couples  proper  names  with  much 
smaller  matters  than  this. 

Methods  of  "  cephalometry  "  and  its  import- 
ance are  pointed  out.  In  describing  how  to  press 
the  head  into  the  brim,  the  author  does  not  lay 
stress  on  the  position  of  the  patient,  a  point  which 
experience  has  taught  us  is  important.  The  head 
enters  the  brim  more  easily  if  the  patient  is  so 
placed  that  the  long  axis  of  the  uterus  is  vertical 
and  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  the  brim. 

Pathological  pregnancy  is  treated  in  a  very 
comprehensive  way.  Hardly  any  morbid  condi- 
tion that  has  been  observed  with  pregnancy  is 
omitted.  Many  very  rare  conditions  are  treated 
with  a  wealth  of  detail  somewhat  out  of  propor- 
tion to  their  importance ;  and,  valuable  as  the 
book  is,  it  would  be  still  more  valuable  if  it  con- 
tained references  to  the  evidence  for  the  state- 
ments made  in  it.  Thus,  Dr.  Edgar  lays  it  down 
that  tuberculosis  is  made  worse  by  pregnancy; 
from  which  it  follows  that  the  induction  of 
abortion  in  such  cases  is  good  treatment.  We 
know  that  this  statement  has  often  been  made 
— but  so  has  its  converse,  that  the  progress  of 
tuberculous  disease  is  retarded  by  pregnancy. 
Up  to  1890.  when  the  subject  was  discussed  at 
the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  there  was  no 
decisive  evidence  either  way ;  and  we  know  of 
nothing  conclusive  that  has  since  been  published. 

Dr.  Edgar  is  not  very  clear  in  his  account  of 
the  mechanical  forces  which  produce  the  shape  of 
the  pelvis.  The  heads  of  the  femora,  he  says, 
press  upward  and  inward;  then,  he  says,  the  re- 
sistance of  the  symphysis  pubis  counteracts  the 
tendency  of  the  ilia  to  flare  out.  A  little  further 
on  :  "  Litzmann  observed  a  case  of  split  pelvis 
in  which  there  was  no  union  at  the  symphysis 
pubis,  so  only  the  two  forces  acted — body  weight 
and  counter  pressure  of  the  femora.  The  result- 
ing pelvis  was  very  wide."  etc.  Why  did  not  the 
inward  pressure  of  the  femora  press  the  two  pu- 
bic bones  together  ?J  In  describing  the  fetal  head, 
Dr.  Edgar  does  not  bear  in  mind  the  principle 
that  only  those  diameters  of  the  fetal  head  which 
are  the  maximum  diameters  in  certain  planes  and 
positions  of  the  head  are  important.  Hence  the 
suboccipito-bregmatic  and  the  cervico-bregmatic 
are  important :  and  the  suboccipito-frontal  should 
be  measured,  not  from  the  root  of  the  nose,  as 
Dr.  Edgar  says,  but  from  the  point  on  the  frontal 
suture  most  distant  from  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

The  author  advises  against  the  practice  of  pass- 
ing the  hand  into  the  uterus  to  rotate  the  occiput 
forwards  in  occipito-posterior  cases.  In  this  we 
entirely  agree  with  him:  but  we  know  of  no  one 
who  either  preaches  or  practices  this  maneuver. 
Rotation  of  the  back  forwards  early  in  the  first 
stage  of  labor  Dr.  Edgar  speaks  of  as  a  "  theo- 


retical refinement."  It  is  in  most  cases  an  easy 
thing  and  the  best  possible  treatment.  He  advo- 
cates forceps  when  the  head  is  high  up,  in  order 
first  to  pull  it  down  into  the  pelvic  cavity  and  then 
to  turn  the  occiput  forwards.  It  is  probablv 
better  to  leave  such  cases  alone  in  the  early  part 
of  labor,  knowing  that  in  most  cases  the  resist- 
ance of  the  pelvic  floor  will  turn  the  occiput  for- 
wards when  it  gets  low  enough  to  meet  that  re- 
sistance. Dr  Edgar  has  experimentally  demon- 
strated that  this  is  the  case.  When  the  head  is 
low  down  in  the  pelvic  cavity  and  the  occiput  is 
behind,  Dr.  Edgar  advocates  rotation  with  for- 
ceps. There  are  objections  to  this  which  do  not 
apply  to  the  practice  of  manual  rotation. 

The  author  distinguishes  between  primary  and 
secondary  uterine  inertia,  and  between  them  and 
tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus,  which  he  calls 
"  continuous  or  tetanoid  action."  We  do  not  see 
why  a  new  name  need  be  coined,  nor  the  superi- 
ority of  "  tetanoid  "  to  tonic :  nor  a  resemblance 
between  tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus  and  the 
spasms  of  tetanus.  One  dictum  is  cryptic  to  us. 
The  author  says  that  continuous  action  of  the 
uterus  may  be  seen  in  simple  inertia  (p.  607). 
How  the  uterus  can  be  not  acting  and  yet  con- 
tinuously acting  at  the  same  time  is  to  us  unin- 
telligible. This  is,  however,  we  think,  mainly  a 
verbal  slip,  for  the  author  gives  a  true  picture  in 
his  clinical  description.  But  he  is  loose  in  his 
use  of  words  in  other  places.  Thus  he  gives 
"  uterine  exhaustion  "  as  a  synonym  for  sec- 
ondary uterine  inertia,  and  with  this  we  have  no 
fault  to  find.  But  in  his  description  of  "  con-' 
tinuous  or  tetanoid  "  contraction  of  the  uterus  he 
says,  "  the  phenomena  of  exhaustion.'*  etc.  The 
use  of  the  same  word,  in  the  description  of  these 
two  totally  different  conditions,  would  have  been 
better  avoided.  The  author  also  speaks  of  "  so- 
called  uterine  retraction,"  as  if  retraction  were  a 
myth,  and  possibly  failure  to  grasp  what  uterine 
retraction  is  underlies  the  statement  that  continu- 
ous contraction  may  be  present  with  uterine  in- 
ertia ;  for  we  find  no  reference  to  "  retraction  " 
in  the  index. 

But  the  book  is  the  most  notable  addition  to 
obstetric  literature  that  has  appeared  in  recent 
years,  and  the  little  points  that  we  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  criticising  are  but  small  flaws  in  a  great 
mass  of  good  work. 

Diseases    of    the    Bronchi. 
Pleura,    and    Lungs. 

Dr.  Musser  is  responsible  for  the  translation 
of  this  volume  of  Nothnagel's  system  of  medi- 
cine. The  first  part  deals  with  diseases  of  the 
bronchi,  and  with  emphysema  and  collapse  of  the 
lungs.  Professor  Hoffmann's  method  of  treat- 
ment of  bronchitis  is  very  simple,  and  is  largely 
bv  hydrotherapy.  Bronchiectasis  is  shown  to  be 
mostly  associated  with  some  stenosis  of  the  more 
proximal  part  of  the  tubes  affected,  either  by 
reason  of  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body,  changes 
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in  the  bronchial  wall,  or,  in  the  case  of  bronchi- 
ectasis combined  with  marked  fibrosis  of  the 
lungs,  with  constriction  applied  outside  the  bron- 
chus. The  subject  of  emphysema  has  always 
been,  and  promises  still  to  be,  one  of  consider- 
able difficulty. 

Professoi  \ufrecht  is  responsible  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  inflammations  of  the  lung;  and  this 
particular  part  of  the  volume  will  prove  of  very 
greal  interest  because  of  the  originality  of  much 
of  the  writer's  views  and  statements.  According 
to  the  observation  of  Aufrecht,  and  also  of  lleit- 
ler.  the  first  stage  of  croupous  pneumonia  is  not 
one  of  capillary  engorgement.  There  is  an  ante- 
ced(  nt  change  in  the  alveolar  epithelium  as 
shown  by  swelling  and  cloudiness  of  the  cells. 
The  statement  made  1>\  Anfrecht  as  to  his  re- 
searches in  the  organisms  found  in  cerebrospinal 
meningitis  need-  revision  in  the  light  of  VVeisch- 
selbaum's  observations  on  the  diplococcus  intra- 
cellularis  meningitidis,  and  the  more  recent  work 
of  Dr.  G.  F.  Still  on  the  organism  found  in  pos- 
terior basal  meningitis:  possibly  Anfrecht  has 
confused  these  organisms  with  Fraenkel's  diplo- 
coccus. Dr.  Musser  warmly  advocates  the  ex- 
treme view  that  croupous  pneumonia  is  not 
merely  a  local  affection  of  the  lung,  but  is  simply 
a  local  manifestation  of  a  general  disease — a  view 
which  is  very  much  in  harmony  with  experi- 
mental results,  but  which,  at  present,  needs  a 
great  deal  more  confirmation  from  an  extended 
series  of  blood  examinations  of  patients  in  whom 
the  pneumococcus  has  been  found,  say,  in  the 
lungs,  meninges,  or  joints.  According  to  Roh- 
mann  the  chlorides  of  the  body  in  cases  of  pneu- 
monia are  not  retained  in  the  fixed  tissues,  but 
are  combined  in  the  plasma  with  the  proteids 
which  have  been  derived  from  disintegration  of 
tissue  cells. 

It  is  a  very  strange  statement  to  read  in  a 
modern  treatise  of  this  kind  that  in  the  delay  of 
resolution  in  pneumonia  "  chronic  consolidation 
or  a  caseous  pneumonia  will  develop  which  may 
lead  to  phthisis."  Dr.  Musser's  altertm  - 
rects  any  mistaken  ideas  which  might  be  held  as 
a  result  of  this  statement,  and  denies  that  tuber- 
culosis follows  croupous  pneumonia. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  sections  contrib- 
uted by  Professor  Aufrecht  is  the  one  dealing 
with  cases  of  atypical  pneumonia  ;  these  are  not 
cases  of  croupous  pneumonia;  the  disease  is 
highly  infective,  is  often  lobular  in  distribution; 
the  spleen  is  constantly  enlarged,  nephritis  is  al- 
most always  present,  and  the  cut  surface  of  the 
lung  is  non-granular.  From  the  accounts  given 
of  this  most  serious  disease,  it  would  appear  to 
be  what  we  have  met  with  so  often  in  the  periodic 
visitations  of  epidemic  influenza.  Then,  again. 
physicians  of  large  experience  must  recogni 
familiar,  if  not  frequent,  experience,  in  what  An 
frecht  calls  "  desquamative  pneumonia  " — a  name 
first  suggested  by  Buhl  for  another  and  very 
mixed  group  of  cases;  the  individuals  attacked 
suffer   from  hemoptysis,  not  merely   rusty   spu- 


tum ;  there  are  ver\  obvious  signs  of  apical  con- 
solidation which  entirely  clears  up  in  favorable 
cases;  in  cases  that  have  been  examined  post 
mortem  desquamative  proliferation  of  the  alve- 
olar epithelium  has  been  observed;  unfortu- 
nately we  have  no  information  as  to  what  or 
ganism  or  organisms  are  found  in  com: 
with   this   disorder. 

The  volume  concludes  with  Professor  Rosen- 
bach's  account  of  the  various  pleural  affections. 
Here,  again,  we  meet  with  a  want  of  sympathy 
with  modern  bacteriological  investigations,  and 
Dr.  Musser  ha-  again  to  intervene  with  extracts 
from  the  great  modern  *'  Traite  de  Medecine  " 
in  support  of  the  view  of  the  close  association 
of  simple  pleural  effusions  with  present  tuber- 
culosis of  tin  organ.  Netter  found  40  pei 
of  all  primary  pleurisies  were  tuberculous,  in- 
oculation tests  being  used;  Eichhorst,  with  the 
same  method  of  procedure,  but  using  a  larger 
quantity  of  fluid,  found  that  <>_'  per  cent,  were 
tuberculous;  and,  finally.  Le  Damany,  inoculat- 
ing animals  with  a  total  of  300  c.  cm.,  found  that 
about  85  per  cent,  were  tuberculous.  Tin-  vexed 
on  of  the  treatment  of  pneumothorax  is 
dealt  with  very  fully;  15  per  cent,  of  all  cases 
recover,  80  per  cent,  die  in  less  than  a  year,  and 
10  per  cent,  live  over  five  years;  the  cases  which 
recover  are  practically  all  cases  in  which  - 
effusion  also  occurs,  but  the)  generally  die  later 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  1  Morse).  In  cases  of 
pneumothorax  complicating  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis it  is  best  nol  to  interfere  surgically.  Inci- 
sion should  only  be  performed,  provided  the 
lungs  and  the  general  condition  of  the  patient 
are  not  absolutely  unfavorable,  when  there  is  a 
very  large  exudate,  when  the  pus  discovered  by 
exploratory  puncture  proves  to  be  thin  or  putre- 
fvino-. 


Mercurius-lodatus  in  Goiter. 

>ng  the  few  remedies  recommended  for 
goiter  in  our  homeopathic  books  nothing  has  been 
-aid    of   mercurius-iodatus,   which   in   my    hands, 

>r.  Jos.  M.  Oilier,  has  proved  far  more  effi- 
cacious in  eradicating  the  disease  than  any  of  the 
r  remedies  recommended  by  our  authors.     I 
have  used  in  the  last  four  cases,  the   1  st  trit.  of 
mercurius-iod.   in   half-grain   doses,   with   an   ex- 
ternal application  of  an  alcoholic  solution  of  io- 
dine, ten   drops   to  the  ounce,   with   the   happiest 
lit. 
I  recommended  the  medicine  to  be  taken  morn- 
ing and  evening,  and  an  application  of  the  solu- 
tion   the    same,    till    an    improvement,    then    only 
once  a  day,  or  at  still  greater  intervals  as  the  case 

vcd. 


276 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


T!qF»1CS    oftheMoUR 


Insurance :  Accident  and  Otherwise. 

The  Medical  Examiner  and  Practitioner,  one 
of  the  staunch  and  loyal  journals  of  the  medical 
profession,  and  as  well  serving  the  purposes  of 
honest  life  insurance,  contained  a  recent  leading 
article  on  insurance  examinations,  dwelling  some- 
what insistently  upon  the  impossibility  of  a  com- 
munication from  an  individual  examiner  to  the 
Medical  Director,  continuing  a  private  and  con- 
fidential correspondence.  The  Journal,  in  sum- 
ming up  advises,  impliedly  at  least,  against  the 
medical  examiner  engaging  in  any  such  private 
and  presumed  and  promised  confidential  com- 
munication, unless  ready  to  find  his  confidence 
mocked  and  abused,  and  his  private  information 
sent  back  to  the  agent  or  to  those  others  against 
whose   interests   the   letter   was   written. 

We  wrote  something  along  this  same  tenor 
some  two  or  three  years  ago,  warning  our  read- 
ers against  going  too  deeply  into  the  life  of  an 
applicant  especially  when  drawing  up  the  At- 
tending Physician's  Statement  after  the  patient 
has  succumbed  to  the  inevitable.  The  Medical 
Examiner  quotes  the  opinion  of  a  consulted  at- 
torney to  the  effect  that  no  court  of  the  land 
would  accept  in  extenuation  of  the  physician's 
divulgements  of  private  and  family  history  to  a 
Medical  Director,  the  fact  that  the  said  Medical 
Director  had  promised,  and  in  writing,  absolute 
secrecy  and  good  faith. 

If  this  be  true,  this  violation  of  professional 
confidence  by  Medical  Directors  and  Medical 
Boards  of  Insurance  Companies  preceding  the 
issuance  of  policies  for  life  insurance,  as  spoken 
of  in  especial  by  the  Medical  Examiner,  think 
for  a  moment  how  much  more  true  it  must  be 
after  that  applicant  and  assured  has  died  and  is 
no  longer  able  to  defend  himself  against  the  as- 
persions cast  upon  him  by  his  family  physician? 
Have  you  never  studied  carefully  the  cunningly 
drawn-up  final  blanks  for  you  to  fill  out,  and 
noted  the  unblushing  manner  in  which  the  com- 
pany asks  you  to  disclose  those  very  things  which 
the  law  of  the  land  forbids  you  to  tell  ? 

If,  then,  the  law  holds  the  physician  guilty 
for  telling  private  things  about  his  patient  dur- 
ing his  life,  how  much  more  contemptible,  cow- 
ardly, and  damnable  it  must  seem  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  and  of  everybody  else,  except  the  insur- 
ance corporation,  to  cover  a  dead  man's  memory 
with  the  slime  and  slander  of  a  family  physician's 
professional  and  confidential  relations  with  that 
deceased?  What  a  miserable  bit  of  satisfaction 
it  must  prove  to  the  company  to  be  able  to  hand 
down  to  the  family  and  relatives  of  the  former 
presumed    upright    father   or    son,   the    fact,   as 


vouched  for  by  the  family  physician,  of  hi& 
double  life,  his  use  of  liquors,  of  opium,  of 
cocaine,  or  of  venereal  disease  of  the  worst  order  I 
And  instead  of  paying  an  honest  claim  as  by  first 
intention,  offer  nothing  to  the  bleeding  family, 
or  only  so  much  thereof  as  would  destroy  the 
value  of  the  insurance,  and  all  because  being  a 
powerful  corporation,  they  use  the  threat  of 
courts  and  exposures  and  other  forms  of  gen- 
teel (?)  blackmail  to  beat  down  the  beneficiaries. 

Hence,  we  again  caution  our  readers  to  think 
twice  before  being  caught  with  that  dirty  Attend- 
ing Physician's  blank  which  some  insurance  cor- 
porations use;  remembering  that  the  courts  will 
not  hold  him  guiltless  who  violates  a  professional 
confidence  even  when  importuned  so  to  do  by  a 
powerful  insurance  corporation. 

Accident  insurance  sometimes  takes  on  a  simi- 
lar trend,  as  we,  also,  sometime  since  mentioned 
in  these  pages.  The  questions  asked  of  a  claim- 
ant, the  things  required  to  be  done,  and  the  tricky 
reference  to  a  diamond-typed  section  in  the 
constitution  or  by-laws  or  policy  in  order  to 
defeat  any  payment  for  accidental  injury  are 
numerous,  silly,  and  burdensome  and  all  tend  to 
foster  the  impression  that  the  principal  object 
of  these  companies  is  to  get  pay  for  insurance 
and,  then,  by  hook  or  crook,  get  out  of  paying  an 
honest  claim. 

Some  years  ago,  during  the  bicycle  rage,  we 
were  bowled  over  in  one  of  our  parks  by  some 
foolish  "  scorching  "-boys,  knocked  unconscious, 
our  wheel  wrecked,  and  our  left  shoulder  so 
badly  knocked  and  bruised  that  to  this  day  we 
have  not  been  able  to  make  use  of  it  with  freedom 
and  comfort.  Application  for  relief  was  made  to 
an  accident  insurance  company  in  which  we  had 
been  insured  for  several  years.  It  took  very 
nearly  two  months  to  get  a  two  weeks'  partial 
disability  allowance.  We  were  required  to  stand 
a  critical  examination  by  two  stranger,  allopathic, 
physicians ;  we  had  to  take  the  agent  to  the  re- 
pair shop  to  show  him  the  ruins  of  our  "  Colum- 
bia "  ;  it  was  suggested  that  we  get  the  names  of 
the  boys  who  had  run  into  us ;  we  were  asked  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  parish  register  testifying 
to  our  having  been  born ;  or,  in  default  thereof, 
to  secure  a  certified  certificate  of  our  birth  from 
the  State's  Book  of  Registration  of  Births  and 
Deaths.  As  we  had  been  born  some  years  ago, 
and  before  the  several  States  required  any  regis- 
tering of  births,  our  parents  having  entered  their 
eternal  peace,  and  with  them  many  or  all  those 
who  knew  of  the  event,  it  proved  to  be  quite  a 
task  to  establish  our  identity.  And  so  other  ob- 
stacles were  placed  in  our  way.  Persistent,  how- 
ever,  in   our  determination   to   receive   that    for 
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which  we  had  paid  by  several  years  membership, 
and  there  being  ultimately  no  evidence  to  prove 
that  we  had  purposely  and  willfully  and  with 
malice  prepense  thrown  ourself  under  the  wheels 
of  these  boys,  we  at  length  received  a  mod<  si 
check.  That  was  the  end  of  our  deal  with  that 
Accident  Company  and  with  all  others  until  as 
now  hereinafter  detailed: 

Not  over  two  years  ago  we  received  notice  of 
the  existence  of  a  company  of  physicians  in 
Omaha,  who  had  determined  upon  insuring  each 
other  against  all  the  accidents  which  ordinarily 
overtake  a  professional  man.  That  little  com- 
pany  is  now  the  Physicians'  Casualty  Association 
of  America.  This  company  confines  itself  to  pro- 
fessional risks.  Doctors  of  Medicine,  Surgeons, 
and  Dentists,  and  by  reason  of  its  pluck  and  g 
management,  the  total  absence  of  salaried  officers, 
of  a  large  and  imposing  building  or  offices,  annual 
directors'  dinners,  and  the  hundred  other  waj  s 
of  usually  expending  the  policyholders'  m< 
The  Physicians'  Casualty  has  attained  to  a 
place  in  Accident  Insurance  most  enviable. 
Taught  by  their  individual  experience,  doubt- 
lessly, they  placed  an  attractive  line  into  their 
prospectus,  namely  :  "  Septic  Poisoning  is  an  Ac- 
cident." Does  not  that  of  itself  appeal  to  the  pro- 
fession, remembering  the  imminent  danger  in 
which  we  all  stand  daily,  hourly,  in  ministering 
to  the  diseased  ? 

As  most  of  the  visitors  and  members  at  the 
Niagara  Falls  Institute  remember,  we  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  been  caught  with  a  septic 
wound  on  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand. 
For  several  weeks  this  mean  pet  fluctuated,  under 
treatment,  amending  and  relapsing,  until  at 
Niagara  Falls  it  became  so  painful  and  danger- 
ous, that,  under  the  counsel  of  eminent  surgeons, 
we  submitted  to  an  operation,  etc.,  etc.  When, 
therefore,  the  end  of  the  septic  jaunt  had  bem 
reached,  or,  at  least,  so  far  along  as  no  longer 
to  endanger  our  whole  practice  we  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Physicians'  Casualty ;  and  as  soon 
after  receipt  of  the  perfected  claim  papers  as  the 
Directors  could  meet,  a  check  was  forwarded 
covering  our  claim.  No  effort  was  made  to  dis- 
credit our  statements,  nor  those  of  the  surgeon 
attending  us.  There  was  no  red-tape,  no  cooling 
of  the  heels  in  the  outer  courts  of  the  Circum- 
locution Office,  no  hatful  of  blanks  asking  for  the 
names  of  remote  ancestry,  their  diseases  and  fail- 
ings, the  why  and  wherefore  of  things  done  on 
a  day  certain  or  uncertain,  and  no  call  for  our 
birth  registration.  It  was  to  them  and  to  us  a 
simple  business  transaction.  We  had  paid  for 
accident  insurance,  and  the  accident  having  taken 
place,  the  debt  was  due,  and  was  promptly  paid. 

Aside  from  the  mere  satisfaction  of  having 
been  paid  the  amount  asked  for,  it  is  a  still 
greater  satisfaction  to  find  ourself  member  m'  a 
company  whose  first  intention  is  to  do  an  honest 
straightforward  business  with  its  patrons.  It  is 
organized  under  the  laws  of  Nebraska,  and  con- 


forms to  the  Rules  of  its  Insurance  Department. 
It  limits  its  risks  to  physicians,  surgeons,  and 
dentists  and  insures  against  accident  and  acci- 
dental death,  with  a  weekl)  benefit,  as  in  other 
advertised  companies.  Dr.  i).  A.  Footeof(  )maha, 
well-known  to  the  homeopathic  profession,  is  vice- 
president,  and  all  the  other  officers  (save  the 
secretary),  and   the   Directors,  are  physicians. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  have  been  study- 
ing tlu'  problem  proposed  or  suggested  by  Law- 
son  in  his  Frenzied  Finance  anent  the  improper 
use  b)  the  larger  life  companies  of  their  policy- 
holders' money.  It  has  shaken  our  confidence  a 
good  deal  in  such  insurance  and  turned  our  mind 
hack  to  the  smaller  companies  nearer  home  with 
whose  officers  and  policy  we  are  fairly  well  ac- 
quaint. 

In  conclusion,  we  repeat:  lie  careful  of  your 
confidences.  Don't  let  a  five-dollar  fee  as  medi- 
cal examiner,  blind  you  to  your  paramount  duty 
as  a  medical  man  to  your  patient.  And  when 
it  becomes  your  melancholy  duty  to  fill  out  the 
death-claim  blank  be  more  than  careful  how  you 
lend  yourself  to  defaming  the  dead,  and  destroy- 
ing the  living,  helpless  family.  Examine  the  Coin- 
pan}  before  taking  insurance,  life  or  accident. 
Don't  be  deceived  by  large  figures  and  promises 
and  age  of  existence.  Deal  with  those  Com- 
panies nearest  you,  with  whom  you  have  some 
acquaintance,  and  never,  never,  NEVER,  pin 
your  faith  to  the  oral  statements  and  promises 
of  the  soliciting  agent.  Insist  upon  seeing  copy 
of  the  policy  and  its  contract. 


A   Voice  from  the   West. 

The  editorial  corpse  of  the  Medical  Forumr 
the  unlimited  homeopathic  exponent  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Hahnemann  Homeopathic  University 
College,  either  or  both  thereof,  we  are  not  sure 
which — the  changes  in  the  faculties  being  so  fre- 
quent and  so  confusing — takes  a  fall  out  of  us 
in  one  of  its  recent  issues,  because,  as  it  alleges, 
of  our  transparent  and  culpable  inconsistency  in 
holding  our  journal  out  as  and  for  a  homeopathic 
journal,  when,  in  our  June  number,  there  ap- 
peared but  one  and  one-quarter  column  of  homeo- 
pathic matter,  with  all  the  rest,  residue  and  re- 
mainder of  that  issue  given  over  to  "  what  not  " 
stuff  and  allopathic  advertisements. 

It  is  a  wise  proposition  to  throw  no  stones  un- 
til assured  of  the  possible  results  of  a  reboun 
the  projected  projectile.  There  may  he  glass 
outhouses  in  and  about  the  campus  of  the  Kansas 
City  University  of  Homeopathy — and  things. 
Put  to  our  mutton.  We  have  now  long  since 
3ed  the  delectable  pastime  of  teaching  our 
grandmother  how  to  suck  eggs.  That  is 
we  are  no  longer  engaged  in  teaching  practicing 
homeopathic  physicians  how  to  use  Pulsatilla  or 
nux  or  belladonna;  we  leave  that  for  the  in- 
fantile  journals   of   several   of  the   colleges,    who 
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delight  in  printing  and  publishing  the  book- 
copied  lectures  of  their  several  professors  in  order 
to  establish  a  tenuous  claim  before  the  remain- 
ing profession  of  homeopathic  teaching.  Hence, 
we  have  not  latterly  employed  our  insomnia  in 
conjuring  up  new  homeopathic  materia  medica 
dishes  to  tempt  the  palled  and  jaded  appetites  of 
such  Masters  in  the  Art  Homeopathic  (Limited) 
as  seem  to  be  at  the  helm  of  the  Medical  Forum. 
We  make  no  pretense  editorially  at  least,  of  pro- 
viding these  pretty,  rose-leaved  first-aid-to-the- 
wounded  homeopathic  kindergarten  exercises 
for  the  professional  man.  who  learned  all  these 
things  in  his  undergraduate  years,  or  who  has 
as  manv  text-books  at  his  command  as  we  have. 
There  are  some  things  that  an  editor  must 
take  for  granted  and  one  of  these  is  that  a  homeo- 
pathic doctor  knows  his  homeopathic  materia 
medica.  Instead  of  invading  and  occupying  this 
field  so  lovingly  tended  and  nourished  by  the 
Medical  Forum  and  other  homeopathic  college 
journals,  we  have  assumed  that  the  profession 
cared  something  for  the  news  to  be  found  only 
in  the  ranks  of  that  profession — of  things  that 
concerned  them  closely  and  vitally.  Therefore, 
judging  from  pleasant  words  sent  us  occasionally 
lay  readers,  and  the  fact  that  the  sheriff  has  not 
vet  offered  to  put  the  shutters  up  on  our  publica- 
tion office,  we  have  tried  to  make  ours  a  newsy 
homeopathic  journal,  because  it  deals  with  homeo- 
pathic doctors,  homeopathic  news,  homeopathic 
societies,  and  the  homeopathic  Institute. 

Criticism,  just  or  unjust,  is  the  reward  of  the 
editor.  For  of  all  the  dead  things  in  a  dead 
world,  it  is  to  write  that  which  is  not  read,  or, 
if  read,  is  not  copied,  but  promptly  forgotten. 
Was  it  not  old  Ursa  Major, — that  scrofulous, 
half-blind,  full-bottomed  wig,  tea-guzzling,  tree- 
touching  old  Dr.  Johnson. — when  complimented 
upon  the  favor  with  which  a  certain  book  had 
been  received  by  the  critics,  grunted  his  disap- 
proval, saying  the  book  was  worthless,  because 
a  ball  returns  to  the  hand  with  the  same  force 
by  which  it  was  sent.  So  that  when  a  dis- 
tinguished and  celebrated  editorial  corpse  homeo- 
pathic (Limited)  takes  us  to  task  for  a  fancied 
grievance,  we  are  happy,  for  we  know  we  have 
been  read,  the  ball  has  hit  a  vital  part,  and  has 
returned  to  us. 

Possibly  this  cry  from  Macedonia  for  more 
homeopathic  materia  medica  is  indeed  a  cry  of 
need.  Perhaps  the  editorial  corpse  and  its  read- 
ers are  tired  of  reading  in  its  advertising  pages 
such  toothsome  ads.  as  the  Keys-All  remedies, 
which  cure  everything  homeopathically  from 
toothache  to  toe-ache,  or  Rich,  Ripe,  Yellow  and 
Mellow  Whisky,  and  a  few  pages  of  other 
homeopathic  ads.  in  a  homeopathic  journal,  and  a 
homeopathic  college  journal  at  that,  and  long 
fur  plain  homeopathy.  We  are  sorry  not  to  have 
the  time  or  the  space  to  do  this  act  of  Good 
Samaritan  kindness  for  the  Medical  Forum,  but 
really  we  cannot.     They  must  look  to  their  sev- 


eral professors  of  materia  medica  and  therapeu- 
tics to  fill  their  pages  with  homeopathic  kinder- 
garten matter. 

A  word  further  re  the  advertising  pages  of 
any  homeopathic  journal.  So  long  as  the  pub- 
lishers depend  in  great  part  on  the  ad.  pages  to 
carry  the  journal  through  the  print  shop  and  the 
mail,  the  evil,  if  evil  it  be,  of  carrying  clean  ads. 
in  the  ad.  pages,  is  one  that  need  give  no  prac- 
tical professional  gentleman  a  moment's  uneasi- 
ness ;  for  like  the  moral  in  the  boy's  composition, 
who  said  that  pins  had  saved  millions  of  lives,  by 
not  swallowing  them,  there  is  no  obligation, 
actual  or  implied,  upon  the  reader  to  invest  in 
what  is  advertised.  So  talented  and  clever  an 
editorial  corpse  as  that  composing  the  Medical 
Forum  and  its  handful  of  distinguished  collabora- 
tors, should  know  that  the  editorial  department 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  ads.  or  the  general 
make-up  of  the  journal,  for  it  is  a  primer  lesson 
in  editorialing.  We  seldom  at  this  late  date 
hear  this  wail  from  a  homeopathic  journal  of 
any  size ;  it  usually  masks  the  little  ax  which  is 
being  ground  by  journals  of  the  ilk,  bulk,  and 
profundity  of  the  Medical  Forum,  where  the  col- 
lege pays  the  freight.  We  greatly  fear  that  the 
Medical  Forum  would  close  its  clever  inkstand 
very  shortly  if  its  existence  depended  upon  its 
subscription  list.  But,  lest  we  be  misunderstood, 
we  have  no  apologies  to  offer  for  our  ads. ;  they 
are  clean  and  reliable ;  if  they  are  not,  send  a 
postal  card  to  our  publishers  and  see  how  quickly 
that  ad.  will  disappear  from  our  pages. 

However,  this  attack  on  our  homeopathicity 
was  not  precipitated  because  of  that  one-and-one- 
quarter  column  of  homeopathic  lore, — English 
measure, — but  rather  because  on  two  occasions 
while  Hewing  to  the  Line  we  chopped  off  some 
chips  that  fell  heavily  upon  the  favorite  toe- 
corns  of  somebody  in  close  relationship  with  the 
editorial  corpse  of  the  Medical  Forum.  The  first 
of  these  occasions  had  reference  to  a  perfectly 
legitimate  criticism  on  our  part,  of  a  newly 
fledged  alleged  homeopathic  journal  issuing  a 
prospectus,  in  which  it  bragged  of  its  "  liberal 
policy  "  ;  and  under  which,  as  we  then  prophesied, 
it  was  able  to  include  all  manner  and  kinds  of 
therapeutics,  and  whisky  things,  and  Keys-all 
remedies.  The  second  occasion  made  allusion  to 
an  act  of  the  last  Missouri  Institute  of  Homeo- 
pathy in  expelling  one  of  its  members,  then  resi- 
dent of  Kansas  City,  for  using  a  daily  paper  in 
advertising  his  half-tone  portrait  and  twenty  or 
thirty  lines  of  addlesome,  nauseating  virtues, 
parading  himself  as  a  specialist  of  the  specialists. 
Now  it  came  to  pass,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  at  Niagara 
Falls,  this  alleged  summer  last  past,  that  this 
gent,  who  had  been  expelled,  sent  a  sort  of  absent 
treatment  plea  to  the  Senate  of  Seniors  for  rein- 
statement to  his  former  homeopathic  standing-, 
prowess,  and  prestige,  upon  the  allegation  that 
his  picture  and  the  offensive  ad.  matter  had  been 
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put  into  the  Kansas  City  daily  paper  by  some  un- 
scrupulous party,  or  questionable  fool  friend — 
which  in  this  instance  proved  to  he  an  unprosaic 
printer  man, — and  wholly  without  the  knowledge 
or  consent  of  the  aforesaid  expelled  member.  An 
alfred-david  from  the  printer  to  that  effect  ac- 
companied this  plea.  And  the  dear  Senate  of 
Seniors,  having  concluded  its  other  labor  of  chas- 
tising and  correcting  the  Medical  Century  and 
the  North  American  Journal  of  Homeopathy,  for 
criticising  the  Shredded  Wheat  company,  turned 
its  gray  matter  upon  this  ex-parte  appeal  and 
affidavit,  and,  in  the  absence,  we  presume,  of  the 
proper  representatives  of  the  offending  Missouri 
Institute  (which  body  was  in  better  positioi 
know  what  it  was  doing),  chose  to  render  a  ver- 
dict of  practically,  "  Not  Proven." 

Well,  well,  the  Senior  Court  of  Appeals  must 
not  be  held  too  much  to  blame  for  not  wishing  to 
precipitate  a  nasty  scandal  in  the  homeopathic 
college  and  homeopathic  journal  ranks,  so  they 
compromised  by  smoothing  the  matter  over,  and 
declaring  themselves  unconvinced  of  the  truth 
oi  the  .Missouri  Institute's  action. 

Now  we  all  know  that  notices  extolling  a  resi- 
dent physician,  carrying  with  it  a  good  likeness  in 
half-tone,  are  so  apt  to  stray  into  daily  papers 
unsought,  unasked,  and  undesired.  We  all  know 
how  easily  and  how  often  the  ethical  physician 
is  made  the  victim  of  these  bold,  bad  newspaper 
men,  who  willingly  sacrifice  a  twenty-five  or  fifty- 
dollar  space  in  their  daily  paper  in  order  to  ad- 
vertise some  local  physician  copiously  and  slop- 
pily, and  all  this  without  hope  of  fee  or  reward. 
And  even  making  that  printer  man  perhaps  pay 
the  notary  for  his  affidavit. 

But  the  Missouri  Institute  of  Homeopathy  may 
have  another  inning  next  year.  And,  then,  if 
•\ve  again  indulge  our  license  as  editor,  and  speak 
of  it  in  our  journal,  we  will  run  the  risk  of  hav- 
ing some  special  number  of  our  journal  measured 
up,  only  to  find  that  in  that  issue  we  have  given 
even  less  than  one  column  of  good  homeopathic 
materia  medica.     Sir? 


What  is  the  Use  of  the  Liver. 

What  are  the  objections  to  regarding  the  bile 
as  an  excretion,  pure  and  simple? 

The  first  and  favorite  one,  that  it  is  poured 
into  the  intestinal  tract  so  .high  up  that  it  must 
be  of  some  secretive  value,  is  so  childish  that  it 
hardly  requires  an  answer.  If,  however,  wi 
gard  the  liver  as  a  poison-filter  for  the  products 
of  intestinal  digestion,  then  even  the  alleged  in- 
telligence of  a  "  great  architect."  that  charming 
creation  of  successive  generations  of  our  own 
stupidity,  would  be  satisfied  with  placing  it  as 
near  the  heart  as  possible,  and  as  high  up  in  the 
course  of  the  alimentary  canal,  so  as  to  receive 
every  ounce  of  the  portal  blood.  That  it  happens 
to  discharge  its  excretions  at  this  point,  providing 


that  the  latter  were  innocuous,  is  entirely  im- 
material. If  once  we  get  rid  of  this  obsession 
that  we  must  discover  some  function  for  the  bile, 
tuse  it  enters  the  intestinal  canal  so  near  its 
beginning,  the  rational  discussion  of  the  i 
tion  is  greatly  simplified. 

The  next,  that  the  checking  or  arresting  of  the 
flow  of  bile  is  followed  by  intestinal  putrefaction 
and  by  constipation  has  been  already  shown  to 
rest  upon  .1  gross  misapprehension  of  facts. 

The  third,  that  there  is  so  much  of  it  and  so 
a  gland  is  detailed  for  its  formation  that  it 
must  be  of  some  use.   is.  of  course,   readily  met 
by  regarding  it  as  an  excretion. 

There  may  be  other  objections  to  regarding 
the  bile  as  an  excretion,  but,  if  so.  we  have  been 
unable  to  discover  them,  and  they  certainly  do 
not  present  an  imposing  array.  The  whole  drift 
of  modern  physiologic  and  biologic  thought,  in 
fact,  points  strongly  towards  regarding  the  liver 
as  a  great  toxin-filter  or  poison-sponge,  for  the 
straining  out  or  reduction  of  toxic  materials  ab- 
sorbed from  the  alimentary  canal.  It  is  immaterial, 
of  course,  whether  these  toxic  materials  are  pro- 
duced in  the  so-called  normal  process  of  intestinal 
digestion  or  by  abnormal  or  putrefactive  changes 
in  the  canal,  or  by  infectious  materials  from  with- 
out the  body,  or  by  the  mineral  or  vegetable  poi- 
sons of  external  origin.  The  true  significance  of 
every  disturbance  of  the  liver  lies  in  the  fact 
that  no  matter  what  be  the  origin  of  the  poison, 
the  method  of  its  introduction  into,  or  production 
in,  the  alimentary  canal,  it  is  sure  to  turn  up  in 
the  liver,  there,  if  the  organ  be  adequate,  to  be 
reduced  into  non-toxic  substances,  or  to  set  up  a 
more  or  less  severe  hepatitis.  This  view,  of 
course,  admirably  accounts  for  the  cirrhosis  of 
alcoholism,  the  tender  liver  of  the  gouty,  the  en- 
larged and  tender  liver  of  the  dweller  in  the 
tropics,  the  acute  hepatitis  following  arsenic,  lead 
and  phosphorus  poisonings,  are  frank  infections 
like  typhoid  and  dysentery. 

It  1-  not  necessary  at  all  that  these  pi 
should  traverse  against  the  current  and  struggle 
along  the  tortuous  course  of  the  bile  ducts,  they 
are  carried  to  the  liver  by  the  blood  and  there 
either  are  reduced  or  set  up  inflammation.  That 
some  such  process  as  this  is  at  work  in  normal 
conditions  is  shown  by  the  well-known  fact  that 
blood  drawn  from  the  portal  vein  during  diges- 
tion, and  injected  into  the  vessels  of  any  animal  is 
actively  toxic,  while  bile  flowing  through  the 
common  duct  under  the  same  circumstance-  is 
practically  innocuous.  From  a  clinical  point  of 
view  we  believe  that  the  situation  might  be 
roughly  summed  up  in  the  statement  that  any 
process  which  results  in  the  presence  of  poison- 
ous substances  in  the  alimentary  canal  may  cause 
hepatitis.  In  some  cases  it  is  the  poison  itself 
which  is  absorbed,  in  others,  as  in  alcoholism, 
probably  the  abnormal  digestive  changes  and 
catarrhal  conditions  of  the  alimentary  tract  with 
their  consquent  ptomaine   formations,  which  are 


280 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


responsible.  In  other  words,  gin-drinker's  liver 
is  probably  the  result  of  gastro-intestinal  catarrh 
rather  than  of  the  alcohol  directly. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  function  of  this  valu- 
able and  much  enduring  gland.  It  has  a  power- 
ful action  upon  the  blood  which  is  brought  to  it 
from  the  general  system  through  the  large  hepa- 
tic artery.  So  far  as  we  can  estimate  it  this 
action  appears  to  be  mainly  a  reducing  of  the 
more  or  less  irritating,  if  not  actual  toxic  pro- 
ducts of  tissue  or  real  digestion  to  harmless 
forms,  which  can  then  be  poured  out  through 
the  duct  and  passed  on  through  the  intestines. 
These  do  not  all  pass  out  in  the  bile.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  products  of  this  side  of  its  metabolism 
is  urea,  which  is  returned  to  the  blood  and  finally 
picked  out  by  the  kidneys. 

A  clinical  illustration  of  this  method  of  its 
action  is  found  in  puerperal  eclampsia.  The  lat- 
est researches  indicate  that  instead  of  the  kidney, 
it  is  really  the  liver  which  is  first  at  fault  in  this 
condition,  being  unable  to  properly  reduce  the 
toxic  substances  from  the  blood  of  the  fetus  to 
urea  or  some  other  equally  harmless  or  readily 
soluble  compound.  The  kidney,  while  thor- 
oughly competent  to  handle  almost  any  amount 
of  urea,  is  unable  to  complete  its  formation.  The 
irreducible  toxins  accumulate  in  the  blood  and 
poison  the  renal  epithelium  with  consequent 
nephritis,  albuminuria  and  renal  inadequacy. 
So  that  in  a  short  time  we  have  not  only  hepatic 
inadequacy  followed  by  hepatitis  but  renal  in- 
adequacy followed  by  nephritis.  Some  of  our 
worst  cases  of  puerperal  eclampsia  go  on  to  a 
fatal  termination  without  showing  any  albumin 
in  the  urine  or  visible  pathologic  changes  in  the 
kidneys.  It  is  even  an  open  question  as  to  how 
much  of  the  bile  is  actually  formed  in  the  liver. 
The  researches  of  Croftan  have  gone  far  to 
show  that  the  bile  pigments,  or  at  least  the  sub- 
stances which  are  absolutely  indistinguishable 
from  them  by  any  physiologic  tests,  are  formed 
not  in  the  liver,  but  in  the  tissues  themselves. 

We  have,  therefore,  two  distinct  types  of 
jaundice;  one  merely  mechanical,  in  which  the 
bile  formed  in  the  tissues,  picked  out  by  the  liver, 
and  started  down  the  duct  is  prevented  from 
passing  into  the  intestines,  most  commonly  by 
calculus,  or  by  pressure  of  a  tumor.  This  might 
be  termed  the  surgical  form  of  jaundice.  The 
other  type  is  that  known  as  "  catarrhal  "  jaun- 
dice, attributed  to  some  hypothetical  swelling  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  of  the  bile 
duct,  or  Ampulla  of  Vater,  and  is  probably  of 
systemic  origin.  In  other  words,  whenever  the 
destruction  of  the  red  blood  cells  is  brought  about 
by  any  toxin,  whether  of  endo  or  exo  origin,  in 
greater  amounts  than  the  liver  is  able  to  promptly 
pick  out  from  the  blood,  or  the  blood  carry  away 
from  the  tissues,  we  have  the  appearance  of  jaun- 
dice. It  would  seem  most  probable  that  the  dis- 
coloration of  so-called  "  catarrhal  "  jaundice,  and 
of  the  various  forms  of  toxic  jaundice,  is  really 


due  to  the  destruction  of  the  coloring  matter  of 
the  blood  in  the  tissues  themselves,  and  its  grad- 
ual disappearance  after  the  relief  of  the  toxic 
conditions  and  the  free  stimulation  of  the  bowels 
is  thus  easily  accounted  for.  This,  of  course,  is 
well  known  to  be  the  method  of  the  occurrence 
of  jaundice  which  develops  in  yellow  fever,  in 
severe  puerperal  septicaemia,  in  phosphorus  poi- 
soning, and  probably  also  in  Weil's  disease. 

The  "  catarrhal  "  congestion  of  the  duodenal 
papilla  is  something  which  has  never  been  ob- 
served outside  of  the  realm  of  pure  speculation. 
In  fact  it  seems  to  us  that  the  behavior  of  the  liver 
and  the  bile  in  severe  intoxications  strongly 
points  to  the  probability  of  its  function  being 
chiefly  excretory  and  toxin-reducing,  and  almost 
every  acute  general  intoxication  is  attended  by 
more  or  less  enlargement  and  soreness  of  the 
liver,  if  carefully  sought.  The  measures  that 
will  relieve  this  hepatic  congestion  will  also  re- 
move jaundice  if  it  has  gone  to  that  stage,  that  is 
those  which  will  neutralize  the  toxins,  or  pro- 
mote their  elimination.  In  short,  we  believe  that 
the  bile  is  to  be  regarded  as  almost  purely  ex- 
cretory and  the  gall  bladder  regarded  and  treated 
as  an  absolute  pouch  in  the  course  of  a  body 
sewer. — Editorial  in  Med.  Sentinel  (Portland, 
Or.). 

♦     ♦■ 

Liberal  Homeopathy. 

[The  following  editorial  leader  taken  from  the 
Xorth  American  Journal  of  Homeopathy  for 
May.  1859,  seems  to  shadow  forth  the  fact  that 
even  in  that  far-gone  period,  there  was  dissen- 
sion and  trouble  because  of  the  "  liberal "  trend 
of  some  homeopaths.  If  all  dates  and  names- 
were  erased  from  the  editorial,  who  of  our 
modern  readers  would  infer  that  it  was  not  taken 
from  the  pages  of  some  or  our  contemporaries? 
— Editor. 

a  word  to  our  readers. 

Many  of  our  subscribers  were  no  doubt  greatly- 
surprised,  on  the  receipt  of  our  February  issue,  at 
the  sudden  withdrawal  of  Drs.  Marcy  and  Pres- 
ton from  our  editorial  corps.  We  regret  their 
departure ;  we  thank  them  for  the  services  they 
have  rendered  in  time  past;  and  our  columns  will 
be  always  open  to  their  communications  in  fu- 
ture. Gentlemen  of  high  professional  standing- 
and  ability  will  fill  their  places,  and  the  Journal 
go  on  as  heretofore. 

The  reason  assigned  by  our  late  talented  col- 
leagues for  sundering  our  pleasant,  and  we  trust 
useful  connection,  was,  that  this  Journal  has 
ceased  to  be  an  organ  of  pure  Hahnemannism 
and  has  recognized  several  curative  methods. 
If  Drs.  Marcy  and  Preston  are  pure  Hahne- 
mannians,  we  respect  the  motives  and  admire  the 
promptness  of  their  course.     Had  this  Journal 
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ever  occupied  the  stand-point  which  those  gentle- 
men deem  the  properand  desirable  one,  our  own 
labors  in  its  behalf  had  long  ago  o  as<  '1 

We  call  attention  to  the  following  paragraph 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  prospectus  of  our 
worthy  and  liberal  publisher,  Mr.  William 
Radde  : 

"  Every  endeavor  will  he  made  to  make  the 
Journal  cosmopolitan,  liberal,  and  fair  towards 
every  shade  of  scientific  opinion,  entirely  inde- 
pendent of,  and  above  all  factions,  cliques,  and 
mere  private  interests.  Pure  1  lahnemannian 
Homoeopathy.  Progressive  Homoeopathy,  and 
Allopathic  Medicine  will  he  honorably  and  fairly 
represented — never  misrepresented." 

In  the  spirit  of  this  position,  which  has  been 
commended  by  the  best  European  organs  of  our 
school,  we  welcome  all  the  transitional  phase-  of 
thought,  which  indicate  progress  from  the  stag- 
nation of  past  towards  the  perfection  of  future 
science.  Whilst  we  are  glad  to  detect  traces  of 
the  homoeopathic  law  in  the  grossest  measures  of 
allopathic  empiricism,  we  will  give  a  most  cordial 
reception  to  articles  which  prove  the  value  of  the 
thousandth  and  ten-thousandth  attenuations.  We 
have  made  no  fore-gone  conclusions ;  we  are  com- 
mitted to  no  special  issues ; — we  invite  a  search- 
ing analysis  of  every   medical   question. 

"  No  pent  up  Utica  confines  our  powers, 
The  whole  unbounded  continent  is  ours  !  " 

We  do  not  believe  that  an  organ  expressly 
devoted  to  high  dilutionism  would  represent  the 
true  state  of  medical  science,  or  advance  the  legi- 
timate interests  of  homoeopathy  proper. 

We  yield  to  none  in  our  adhesion  to  the  two 
fundamental  principles  of  homoeopathy — experi- 
ment and  observation  on  the  healthy  for  the 
genuine  effect  of  drugs,  and  the  application  to 
practice  of  the  great  therapeutic  formula,  "  simi- 
lia  similibus  curantur."  Faith  in  these  two 
principles  has  already  inaugurated  a  new  era  in 
medical  science,  and  it  shall  be  our  chief  aim  to 
illustrate  and  corroborate  them. 

Nevertheless,  we  believe  that,  at  the  present 
juncture,  there  are  many  facts,  valuable,  per- 
haps indispensable  to  the  great  healing  art,  which 
lie  in  the  domains  of  mechanics,  chemistry,  elec- 
tricity, magnetism,  mesmerism,  biology,  hydro- 
pathy, motorpathy,  antipathy,  allopathy,  and  em- 
piricism, which  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  collect, 
clasify,  and  make  available  to  use.  These  are 
the  collateral  and  auxilliary  sciences ;  not  identi- 
cal with  homoeopathy,  but  subservient  to  it,  and 
revolving  around  it  like  the  planets  about  a  great 
central  sun. 

Upon  this  broad  and  liberal  platform,  and  no 
other,  we  continue  our  editorial  duties,  and  con- 
secrate our  energies,  feeble  though  they  be,  to 
the  interests  and  advancement  of  the  new  school 
of  medical  thought  and  practice,  of  which  Hahne- 
mann was  the  illustrious  founder 

W'.M.    1  I.    I  [OLCOMBE,    M.  D. 


Pitfalls  of  Trchnical  Terminology. 
Tom  Hood's  advice — "Never  go  to  France, 
unless  you  know  the  lingo,"  was  sound  as  a 
eral  maxim,  and  finds  a  special  application  in  the 
ain  of  technical  terminology.  The  youthful 
pharmacist  who  translated  the  instruction  pro 
re  nata,  which  he  found  on  a  prescription  "  for 
the  thing  born,"  with  disastrous  result 
the  internal  comfort  of  a  healthy  baby,  merely 
betrayed  his  want  of  familiarity  with  Latin 
idiom;  but  when  Mr.  Stephen  Coleridge  by 
charging  doctors  with  using  patients  in  hospitals 
as  "clinical  material."  sought  to  convey  the  idea 
that  they  practiced  vivisection  on  human  beings 
he  showed  himself  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  a 
harmless  technicality.  A  more  amusing  instance 
of  the  misinterpretation  of  a  technical  term  is 
given  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal.  A  member  of  the  Medical 
staff  of  the  Boston  Dispensary  received  a  note 
from  a  teacher  in  a  public  school  asking  him  to 
examine  a  boy's  hand,  as  she  thought  a  bone 
was  out  of  place.  The  note  was  indorsed  by  the 
surgeon  :  "  There  seems  to  have  been  a  '  green- 
stick  '  fracture  of  the  metacarpal,"  and  sent  back 
to  the  teacher  by  the  scholar.  In  due  time  it  was 
brought  back  to  the  surgeon  by  the  scholar,  with 
this  addendum  from  the  teacher:  "  I  can't  quite 
understand  the  chirographv.  Is  that  'queer 
stick  '  or  '  green  stick  '  ?  In  either  case  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  the  learned  M.  D.  is  mistaken 
as  to  the  cause.  Little  '  Abie  '  loves  his  teacher, 
and  his  teacher  reciprocates  to  the  extent  of 
'  sparing  the  rod  '  in  this  particular  case.  W 
masculines  are  not  exempt,  however."  The  last 
sentence   was    perhaps   a    veiled    threat   to   other 

\1.  D.'s. 

♦      ♦ 

Eddy  ism  Again. 
Little  disposed  as  we  are  to  criticise  "Christian 
Science,"  says  an  exchange,  or  its  follower-,  a 
sense  of  duty  imposes  the  painful  task  of  calling 
attention  to  something  more  than  a  slight  ele- 
ment of  inconsistency  in  the  conduct  of  Mrs.  W. 
B.  Baldwin,  an  Eddyite  with  all  the  glorious 
eminence  that  goes  with  the  position  of  "  reader  " 
in  the  House  of  Denial  on  Sixty-eighth  Street. 
On  Thursday  evening  there  took  place  what 
darkened  and  ignorant  minds  would  have  taken 
for  a  stoning  of  the  home  of  this  enlightened 
one,  and  certain  windows  claimed  to  be  broken. 
Of  course,  no  such  things  happened,  really,  for 
stones,  houses,  and  windows  have  no  part  in  the 
eternal  actualities,  and  the  very  idea  that  any- 
thing done  to  or  with  such  shadowy  delusions 
could  hurt  anybody  is  a  wild  absurdity  to  the 
erudite  and  superbly  calm  philosophers  duly 
trained  in  the  one  true  faith.  But  did  Mrs.  Bald 
win  demonstrate  these  noble  truths?  Alas,  and 
alas!  she  didn't,  she  didn't!  She  viewed  the  fly- 
ing missiles  and' the  crashing  glass  with  an  en- 
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tirely  mortal  eye,  showed  all  the  common  and 
unnecessary  evidences  of  weak  fear,  indulged  in 
an  able  assortment  of  hysterics,  and — sent  for 
the  police  to  save  her  from  enemies  that 
could  not  possibly  have  hurt  her !  This  she  did 
not  once,  but  twice  in  a  single  evening,  and  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  that  by  so  doing  she  has  given 
scoffers  a  chance  to  scoff  and  placed  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  millions  whose  tender  feet  had  just 
been  set  in  the  path  toward  happiness  and  easily 
earned  fees.  The  incident  fills  us  with  sincere 
sorrow.  "  Christian  Science  "  has  long  been  an 
unfailing  source  of  opportunity  for  comment 
when  other  topics  lacked,  but  if  its  best  trained 
representatives  are  going  to  illustrate  in  this  de- 
plorable way  the  utter  failure  of  its  protection 
in  moments  of  apparent  need,  the  spring  must  be 
running  dry.  The  cases  of  homicide  did  no 
harm,  since  they  could  always  be  explained 
away  or  put  on  the  shoulders  of  the  victims,  but 
when  a  "  reader  "  has  catfits  over  a  broken  win- 
dow, the  whole  system  falls  to  pieces. 


Proving  of  Rhus-Venenata,  or  Poison   Sumach. 

Nothing  presents  itself  with  more  interest  to 
the  homeopathic  physician  than  the  practical 
truths  developed  by  the  proving  of  drugs  on 
the  healthy  subject ;  at  least  if  he  is  possessed 
of  the  true  spirit  of  philanthropy,  for  in  them  he 
finds  the  most  reliable  weapons,  with  which  he 
is  to  combat  the  diseases  to  which  the  human 
family  is  subject.  Gladly  he  catches  at  the  new 
means  thus  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  wields 
them  in  confidence ;  for  having  a  sure  basis  for 
the  selection  of  his  remedies,  he  knows  that  if  he 
prescribes  in  strict  accordance  with  the  great 
law,  he  will  not  fail  in  all  his  most  sanguine 
expectations.  True  he  may  not  save  all  from  the 
jaws  of  death,  but  he  knows  that  where  medi- 
cine can  avail,  he  may  be  the  instrument  of  peace 
and  joy  to  his  suffering  patient.  Hoping  there- 
fore to  add  somewhat  to  this  fountain  of  knowl- 
edge, I  desire  to  present  to  you  a  few  symptoms 
produced  on  myself  by  that  very  active  and  poi- 
sonous drug,  the  rhus  venenata  (poison  sumach). 
I  infer  that  the  tree  is  so  well  known  that  a  de- 
tailed description  of  it  would  be  a  waste  of  space 
in  this  place ;  suffice  it  to  say,  it  usually,  if  not 
always,  is  found  in  low,  wet  grounds ;  it  grows 
in  the  form  of  a  shrub  from  six  to  fifteen  feet 
in  height.  It  is  a  very  active  poison,  especially 
to  those  who  are  easily  affected  by  vegetable 
poisons.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  often  affect 
those  on  whom  the  rhus  tox.  has  but  little  influ- 
ence, at  least  that  is  the  case  with  myself,  for  I 
handled  with  impunity  the  rhus  tox.,  while  with 
the  greatest  degree  of  caution.  I  was  violently 
affected  with  the  rhus  ven. ;  again  in  using  the 
rhus  tox.  in  a  certain  case  of  angina,  in  which 
rhus  was  almost  the  only  remedy  indicated.  I 
had  very  little  response  from  it.  while  from  the 


rhus  ven.  I  obtained  a  most  perfect  victory  over 
the  complaint.  The  meager  proving  found  in 
Jahr's  Manual,  has  doubtless  kept  it  from  occupy- 
ing that  place  in  practice  which  it  deserves,  and 
the  violence  of  its  action  has  undoubtedly  been  a 
barrier  to  its  further  proving,  for  although 
science  often  demands  it,  yet  few  of  us  really 
desire  to  make  ourselves  sick  with  medicine. 
Having  been  accidentally  poisoned  with  the  rhus 
venenata,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  faithfully  record  and 
publish  the  symptoms  produced  by  it.  Wishing 
to  prepare  a  tincture  of  this  plant,  I  went  into  a 
swamp  and  procured  some  sprouts  of  the  rhus 
tree ;  I  put  upon  my  hands  a  pair  of  buckskin 
gloves  and  carefully  kept  on  the  windward  side 
of  the  plant ;  notwithstanding  all  this  precaution, 
in  one  and  one-half  hours  I  began  to  feel  a  most 
intense  itching  and  burning  of  the  scrotum  and 
penis ;  the  burning  sensation  was  rather  in  the 
preponderance ;  the  glans  penis  was  very  pain- 
ful ;  slight  friction  relieved  the  itching  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  not  the  burning.  The  next  day, 
(  March  19)  the  symptoms  continued  in  the  same 
severity ;  at  1 1  o'clock  I  scraped  off  the  bark, 
using  great  caution  to  escape  its  poisonous 
effects,  if  possible  ;  yet  at  3  p.  m.  itching  and  burn- 
ing commenced  on  the  back  of  my  right  hand, 
between  the  thumb  and  index  finger,  also  be- 
tween the  index  and  middle  fingers. 

March  20. — Have  been  very  restless  all  night. 
Awoke  this  morning  with  itching  and  burning 
in  various  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  on  the 
palmar  side  of  both  wrists,  attended  with  slight 
swelling ;  slight  itching  and  burning  of  the  face, 
with  a  sensation  as  if  it  was  much  swollen ;  it 
was  red,  but  not  shining.  Both  hands  were  con- 
siderably swelled  and  very  clumsy  to  use.  Feel- 
ing of  uneasiness  in  consequence  of  the  contin- 
ual itching  and  burning,  which  were  very  severe, 
almost  insupportable.  P.  M.,  the  itching  and 
burning  were  somewhat  relieved  by  exercise. 
The  burning  and  itching  appears  on  the  face, 
particularly  about  the  eyes  (right).  All  the 
symptoms  were  aggravated  by  rest.  Hands, 
wrists,  and  face  became  covered  with  little  pim- 
ples of  the  same  color  as  the  skin ;  when  broken, 
or  the  points  are  scratched  off,  they  exude  a  clear, 
watery  fluid.  Fingers  are  very  stiff  and  much 
swollen,  feel  very  much  as  though  they  had 
been  scalded ;  excessive  burning  of  face ;  right 
eyelid  swollen  and  stiff.  The  scrotum  is  the  seat 
of  _ paroxysms  of  severe  itching  and  burning. 
Stool  at  2  a.  M.  loose,  which  is  unusual ;  had  a 
stool  early  in  the  morning,  rather  loose,  with 
pain  in  the  bowels  before  the  discharge.  Ab- 
domen sore  to  the  touch  and  pressure. 

March  21. — Symptoms  were  all  increased;  face 
much  swollen,  red,  covered  with  multitudes  of 
little  papilke.  Dizzy  sensation  at  times,  much 
worse  at  evening;  wrists  much  swollen,  the  swell- 
ing extending  half  way  to  the  elbow  ;  arms  very 
red  and  covered  with  innumerable  vesicles,  which 
exude  a  clear,  watery  fluid.  My  hands  were  in 
the  same  condition  ;  the  pain  was  excessive. 
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March  22. — Diarrhea  at  3  o'clock,  a  copious 
stool  of  a  lighter  color  than  that  of  the  night 
previous;  another  stO<  <\  at  7  \.  \t..  nut  as  copious, 
ami  again  at  9  o'clock.  Pain  in  the  hypogastrium 
before  every  .stool  ;  have  hut  little  warning  before 
each  stool.  Hands  and  wrists  are  much  worse  this 
morning;  face  also  more  swollen;  the  itching  and 
burning  continue  with  unabated  vigor,  and  are 
aggravated  b)  the  warmth  of  the  bed.  and  in  a 
warm  room.  Mental  labor  increases  the  pains. 
even  the  recording  of  these  symptoms  aggravates 
them.  Mouth  feels  rough,  a-  though  sand  were 
under  the  mucous  membrane,  which  is  very  red. 
1  experienced  no  feelings  of  despondency  at  first; 
my  head  felt  clear,  though  I  had  had  for  several 
days  previous  to  my  poisoning,  a  sense  of  dull- 
ness and  weight  in  it.  1  1  notice  in  the  provings 
given  in  Jahr,  "  Intolerable  heaviness  of  the 
head."  as  a  prominent  symptom,  which  indeed 
wa--  the  civ  with  me  after  the  first  week  of  the 
proving,  i  Evening,  my  wrists  and  hands  are  still 
more  swollen  and  excessively  painful.  Face  a 
litle  less  swollen  and  rather  less  painful.  In- 
crustations appeared  to-day  on  the  inside  of  my 
thighs,  extending-  down  one-half  the  length  of  the 
femur.  A  feeling  as  if  from  flea-bites  on  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  body.  Slight  dimness  of  sight  : 
lachrymation.  and  a  livid  circle  under  the  eyes; 
considerable  deafness,  which  is  quite  trouble- 
some. Chills  run  up  the  hack,  even  when  warm, 
and  in  a  warm  room,  or  in  bed.  The  rough  fe  1- 
ing  in  the  mouth  increases,  with  redness;  same 
appearance  of  the  fauces:  difficult  deglutition: 
throat  feels  sore  and  swollen;  the  eruption  also 
appeared  on  the  gums  of  the  upper  incisors. 
About  nine  o'clock,  smarting  and  burning  -1 
the  eyes,  as  though  washed  in  alcohol,  attended 
with  profuse  lachrymation.  Colic  quite  severe  in 
the  umbilical  region.     Very  restless  all  night. 

March  23. — Dull  feeling  in  the  head  ;  headache 
in  fore  part  of  head,  so  severe  that  I  took  hell, 
with  some  relief.  The  severity  of  all  the  other 
symptoms  had  somewhat  abated,  except  the  diar- 
rhea, which  is  more  severe,  and  the  stools  of  a 
dark-brown  color.  (This  was  the  only  time  they 
were  of  this  color,  although  attended  with  the 
same  pain  in  the  hypogastrium  which  accom- 
panied the  lighter  colored  stools.)  A  feeling  of 
general  malaise.  The  glans  penis  is  much  swol- 
len and  very  sore;  cuticle  of  penis  and  scrotum 
peels  off  in  patches  as  large  as  a  sixpence. 
I  lands  and  arms  still  verv  sore,  but  not  so  much 
swollen;  the  exudation  is  now  slightly  yellow. 
Several  vesicles  appear  on  the  under  side  of  the 
tongue;  tongue  coated  white  in  the  middle  and 
the  posterior  portion,  the  edges  red.  I  lave  hut 
little  appetite;  some  nausea. 

March  24. — The  swelling  of  the  hands  and  arms 
continues   to   abate;   the   cuticle   now   scales   off 
at  those  places  which  first  broke  out  with  \ 
There  w  ere  no  other  marked  sympti  >ms  than  ti 
that    I    have  above  noted   for   several   days, 
the  desquamation,  which  was  excessive,  as  the 
cuticle  peeled  off  some  four  times  in  succession 


from  the  places  thai  had  heel)  Covered  with  Vesi- 
cles; after  the  cuticle  came  off,  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  skin  was  red  and  shining,  hut  after 
getting  my  hands  damp,  several  cracks  (  like  those 

I  chapped  hands)  appeared  in  different  pi. 
M\  hands  became  exceedingly  rough;  the  cuticle 
being  dry  and  hard;  also  very  tender,  so  that  the 
least  bruise  was  very  painful,  and  if  the  skin  was 
broken,  the  blood  flowed  freely.  The  blood  was 
very  thin,  or  if  you  please,  ahaemic.  The  dullness 
of  my  head,  headache,  heaviness  of  the  head,  and 
deafness,  was  very  troublesome.  I  was  very 
nervous,  /'.  e.,  bad  trembling  of  all  my  limbs, 
with  twitching  of  my  muscles;  had  no  disposition 
to  move  about  or  employ  my  mind  in  study;  I 
was  apprehensive,  restless,  and  had  a  variable 
state  of  feeling,  sometimes  cheerful,  then  h\ 
chondriacal.  The  more  prominent  svmpt* 
gradually  subsided  until  the  5th  of  April,  when 
by  accident  the  bottle  containing  the  tincture  was 
broken,  and  1  received  the  full  force  of  the  efflu- 
vium. A  new  sCt  of  phenomena  now  manifested 
themselves,  or  rather  many  of  the  preceding 
symptoms  returned  with  increased  violence,  espe- 
cially those  affecting  the  bowels.  My  face,  and 
particularly  my  upper  lip,  were  much  swollen 
and  exceedingly  painful.  A  physician  meeting 
me,  said,  "  Why,  Doctor,  you  have  the  worst  ery- 
sipelas I  have  ever  seen  :  how  dare  you  be  out?  " 
1  laughed  and  told  him  I  was  proving  a  homeo- 
pathic medicine.  "Good  God,"  says  he,  "you 
don't  mean  to  say  your  medicine  has  such  an 
effect.''  1  said,  certainly,  when  we  get  too  much. 
1  then  told  him  what  had  happened,  and  re- 
marked that  we  often  suffered  for  months  in 
proving  drugs,  as  severely  if  not  worse  than  I 
was  then  suffering.  He  remarked  he  never  had 
believed  all  the  symptoms  recorded  in  the  prov- 
ings of  our  materia  mediea  were  ever  experienced, 
but  I  will  say  1  have  more  confidence  now  than 
ever  before.  Much  more  was  said,  but  I  am 
digressing.  The  hack  of  my  ears  were  swollen 
and  covered  with  vesicles;  both  these  and  those 
on  my  lip  exuded  a  slightly  yellow  serum,  and 
they  went  through  the  same  course  as  the  other 
eruptions. 

Every  morning  from  about  2  to  5  o'clock,  I 
was  compelled  to  rise  and  go  to  stool,  and  a  diar- 
rhea then  continued  more  or  less  severely,  till 
about  12  o'clock.  The  abdomen  much  bloated, 
very  painful  to  the  least  pressure;  1  had  continual 
rumbling  and  gripings;  the  pains  always  being 
worse  jusl  before  stool.  The  color  of  the  stools 
was  uniformly  light,  or  nearly  white,  varying  in 
consistency,  sometimes  very  thin,  and  sometimes 
more  papescent.  This  state  of  things  continued 
for  three  weeks,  and  I  could  not  control  it  with 
any  of  our  remedies.  I  finally  stopped  the  diar- 
rhea with  the  1st  centesimal  dilution  of  junip- 
erus-virginiana,  in  drop-doses.  (  1  was  attacked 
ral  times  afterwards  with  this  diarrhea,  and 
the  junip.-vir.  always  controlled  it.  and  relit 
the  sorer  the  abdomen.  1      All  my  muscles 

ned  stiff,  those  of  the  posterior  part  of  right 
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leg  being  most  affected,  so  much  so,  that  after 
remaining  crooked  for  a  little  time,  it  was  painful 
to  straighten  it.  This  stiffness  and  soreness  still 
remains  in  some  degree ;  also  stiff  neck,  or  crick 
in  the  neck,  and  rheumatic  pain  between  the 
shoulder  blades. 

As  soon  as  the  desquamation  had  nearly  ceased, 
two  large  furuncles  appeared  on  my  left  wrist, 
one  anteriorly,  and  the  other  posteriorly ;  then 
the  diarrhea  stopped,  but  as  soon  as  the  boils 
began  to  heal,  it  came  on  again.  After  checking 
the  diarrhea,  a  large  furunculus  appeared  on  my 
right  thigh  anteriorly  ;  this  was  very  malignant, 
and  continued  to  slough  for  four  weeks ;  when 
the  "  core  "  sloughed  out,  a  cavity  was  left  into 
which  you  might  easily  put  the  end  of  your  index 
finger.  Seven  more  boils  of  smaller  size  ap- 
peared on  the  same  thigh,  and  were  all  very  pain- 
ful ;  when  they  healed,  they  left  the  surface  of 
a  bluish  red,  and  soon  became  a  bright  red. 
Three  boils  also  made  their  appearance  on  my 
face,  though  very  painful,  they  were  not  very 
large.  Uniformly  through  the  whole  proving, 
the  symptoms  were  aggravated  by  rest  and 
relieved  by  moderate  exercise  in  the  open 
air. 

I  used  various  remedies  as  antidotes.  Bell, 
and  bry.  acted  very  well  against  some  of  the 
head  symptoms;  I  used  ars.,  ver.  alb.,  and  mere, 
etc.,  for  the  bowel  complaint,  but  with  little  good 
effect.  Ars.  and  ver.  were,  however,  the  most 
useful.  Aconite,  rhus  tox..  arn..  etc.,  were  used 
as  the  symptoms  seemed  to  demand.  But  I  think 
we  may  regard  aeon.,  bell,  bry.,  and  jun.  virg., 
as  the  most  efficient  remedies  in  cases  of  poison- 
ing by  the  rhus  ven. — Dr.  Hoyt  in  N.  A.  Horn. 
Jour. 


Correspoitfence. 


Editor  American  Physician  :  I  vote  for  Sept. 
as  the  time  for  the  Institute  meetings,  and  have 
been  ever  since  Jackson ;  those  of  us  who 
live  south  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line  have 
to  come  back  into  heat,  which  does  away  witli 
most  of  the  benefit  which  we  receive  aside  from 
the  social  intercourse,  whereas,  if  we  could  have 
the  meeting  during  the  first  week  in  September, 
after  the  summer  diseases  and  spring  babies  are 
out  of  the  way,  we  should  come  back  to  cooler 
weather  and  be  invigorated  for  the  winter's  work. 
Let  us  change  before  the  International  meeting 
which  the  British  want  in  September. 

C.  B.  Gilbert. 

Washington,  D.  C, 
Sept.  17,  1904. 

— At  a  meeting  of  a  specialist  section  in  the 
Niagara  Falls  Institute  last  June,  we  heard  a 
prominent  electrical  specialist  repeatedly  refer  to 
the  Runtt-jen  Rays.     Ever  hear  of  them  ? 


Some  Echoes  from  the  Missouri  institute* 

(Discussion,  in  part,  on  Dr.  Antrobus'  paper  entitled  "  Three 
Tubercular  Cases.") 

Dr.  McElwee.  The  point  I  want  to  emphasize 
in  this  connection  is  the  action  of  bacillinum  in 
tubercular   cases.     I    have   had   some   agreeable 
experiences  the  past  winter  with  a  case  like  that 
referred  to  by  the  essayist.     It  was  a  skin  case, 
palmar  tuberculosis,  in  a  mulatto  boy  who  had 
incipient  phthisis,  and   so  diagnosed  by  several 
physicians.     I  was  called  to  see  this  boy  about 
the  first  of  December ;  he  then  had  all  the  symp- 
toms   of    phthisis    florida    except    the    extensive 
solidification  of  the  lungs.     There  was,  however, 
marked  involvement  of  the  apices  of  both  lungs. 
In  taking  the  anamnesis  of  this  case  I  arrived  at 
phosphorus  as  the  indicated  remedy.     I  gave  it 
for  a  week  and   then   continued   it   for  another 
week.     But    the    improvement    did    not    appear. 
Then  I  began  to  wish  that  I  had  some  serum  to 
use   in   this   case,   but  not  having  any.   I   deter- 
mined to  follow  up  my  phosphorus  with  a  prepar- 
ation of  bacillinum  in  the  30th  attenuation  which 
I   had   received    from    Dr.    Compton   Burnett   of 
London.     I  put  that  boy  on  that,  and  to  my  very 
agreeable  surprise  I  found  the  lungs  cleared  up 
the  first  fortnight,  and  the  hemorrhages  ceased 
within  another  two  weeks.     The  patient  is  and 
has  been  comparatively  well  and  strong;  he  has 
regained  his  normal  weight,  and  is  gaining  more 
at  the  rate  of  a  little  over  a  pound  a  month.     The 
pulse   and   temperature   are   normal   since  about 
the  middle  of  January.     He  is  now  able  to  do  his 
regular  work  as  a  waiter  in  a  restaurant.     Now 
in  reference  to  acne  indurata.  I  want  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  use  of  the  X-rays.     Dr.  Luyties  can 
speak  of  a  case  of  that  nature  that  we  had  to- 
gether, one  which  came  to  me  in  the  early  part 
of  winter.     It  was  an  exceedingly  stubborn  case 
of  acne  treated   by  a   number  of  specialists.     I 
said  to  him  at  once  that  I  didn't  think  that  medi- 
cine alone  could  cure  him ;  that  he  had  better  try 
the  X-rays.     I  sent  him  to  Dr.  Luyties  who  has  a 
good  X-ray  machine ;  and  my  understanding  is 
that  the  patient  has  gradually  improved  and  is 
verv  well  satisfied. 

Dr.  Luyties.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the  young 
man  was  in  such  a  condition  that  he  was  ashamed 
to  be  out  on  the  street,  fearing  that  everybody 
would  think  that  he  had  some  disease  of  another 
character.  He  came  to  my  office  and  was  treated 
three  times  a  week.  I  want  to  say.  however,  that 
besides  using  the  rays  I  used  a  vibrator  apparatus 
for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  skin,  and  was 
very  much  pleased  with  the  way  the  case  cleared 
up.  A  number  of  these  inflamed  spots  became  so 
bad  that  I  lanced  them  and  let  out  the  pus. 
When  I  neglected  this  I  found  that  the  disease 
had  a  tendency  to  form  other  little  spots,  but  by 
lancing  them  it  was  really  surprising  how  this 
young  man's  face  cleared  up.     He  comes  to  me 

*  Held  at  St.  Louis,  April,  1904. 
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once  a  week  now  in  order  to  watch  and  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  the  trouble.  The  length  of  the 
treatment  only  lasted  about  ten  to  fifteen  min- 
utes with  the  X-ray  machine.  Besides  that  we 
gave  him  various  remedies  to  be  taken  internally. 
We  told  him  it  was  absolutely  necessar)  to  wash 
his  face  frequently;  because  in  this  city  where 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  suspended  matter  in  the 
atmosphere,  the  lodging  of  the  small  particles, 
like  our  lime  dust,  caused  a  great  deal  of  irrita- 
tion ;  hence,  my  recommendation  of  frequent 
washing;  and  by  strict  cleanliness  in  other  direc- 
tions he  was  so  much  improved  that  he  doesn't 
have  to  come  now  but  about  once  a  week. 

Dr.  Crutcher.  I  am  glad  to  hear  somebody  en- 
dorse the  nasty  nosode.  I  have  had  several  prac- 
titioners who  knew  of  my  prescribing  tin-. 
n<  »sodes  object  to  them,  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  a  nasty  nosode.  But  some  of  these  same  men 
are  guilty  of  the  inconsistency  of  using  a  vaccina- 
tion virus  in  direct  contact.  Bacillinum  is  a 
nosode.  These  awfully  nice  people  will  use  anti- 
toxin, but  they  won't  use  the  diphtherinum  :  that 
is  too  nasty.  In  fact  they  go  right  down  the  line 
and  obstinately  refuse  to  use  these  nosodes  on 
account  of  their  terrible  nastiness.  That  is  an  in- 
consistency that  speaks  for  itself.  Personally  my 
experience  with  the  nosodes  has  been  eminently 
satisfactory.  1  have  had  absolutely  satisfactory 
results  from  the  use  of  them.  I  never  prescribe 
them,  however,  unless  I  can  get  the  direct,  posi- 
tive indication  for  each  one  of  them.  The  fact 
that  a  man  has  tuberculosis  is  no  reason  for  pre- 
scribing bacillinum,  syphilinum,  or  psorinum. 
You  must  take  the  indications  from  these  reme- 
dies just  as  we  do  with  all  our  remedies.  I  had  a 
most  distressing  case  some  time  since  in  Kansas 
City.  This  patient  had  virtually  given  up  his 
w<  >rk  on  acount  of  his  exhausted  condition.  He 
was  still  able  to  be  about,  but  the  condition  was 
of  a  progressive  character.  I  had  Professor  Per- 
due, our  bacteriologist,  examine  the  sputum.  I  I. 
found  a  quantity  of  tubercular  bacilli.  When  1 
suggested  that  there  might  be  some  relief  for 
that  patient  he  gave  me  what  is  popularly  known 
as  the  equine  ha!  ha!  I  prescribed  bacillinum 
for  that  patient,  after  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  case  with  Knerr's  Repertory.  After  I  got 
my  clew  from  the  Repertory  I  found  in  Dr. 
Allen's  Key-Notes  a  proving  of  bacillinum — and, 
by  the  way.  you  will  find  quite  a  number  of 
nosodes  in  that  work — I  prescribed  it  in  the 
200th.  At  the  expiration  of  four  months'  time. 
Professor  Perdue,  the  bacteriologist,  was  unable 
to  find  any  more  tubercular  bacilli.  The  man 
was  regaining  his  flesh  and  strength  and  has  gone 
back  to  his  work.  The  symptoms  presented  at 
the  time  of  the  administration  of  this  bacillinum 
had  entirely  disappeared  before  I  left  Kansas 
City.  and.  in  fact,  several  weeks  before.  I  would 
not  think  of  prescribing  any  of  these  nosodes  anv 
lower  than  the  30th  potency,  because  I  beli 
that  the  higher  you  go,  not  going  too  high,  the 


quicker  and  more  permanent  results  you  will 
1  believe  in  following  out  this  policy  of  prescrib- 
ing for  the  case  if  you  want  to  get  results  that 
are  absolutely  satisfactory  and  curative.  Then 
you  will  not  have  to  use  the  present-day  Faddism 
of  \-ra\  therapeutics.  I  never  saw  any  very 
great  benefits  from  the  use  of  the  X-ray;  and  I 
have  seen  some  patients  who  were  most  beauti- 
fully and  horribly  butchered  b)  the  X-ray.  It 
has  its  place  in  surgery;  hut  when  it  coin. 
1I1.  se  pathological  conditions,  if  you  will  just  take 
the  case  and  work  it  out  with  a  good  repertory, 
you  will  have  no  use  for  the  X-ray — fad. 

Dr.  Lyon.  I  am  a  believer  in  the  homeopathic 
remedy  as  much  as  we  are  expected  to  be.  I  be- 
lieve also  that  we  should  not  overlook  sanitarv 
and  hygienic  conditions  in  the  treatment  of  anv 
disease.  If  we  are  treating  a  case  of  tuber- 
culosis give  them  fresh  air,  change  the  climate,  if 
we  can,  but  with  your  indicated  remedy  add. 
Ri  medies  and  medicines  only  help  nature  to  come 
up  to  the  normal. 

Dr.  Bunte.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  somebody  is 
using  the  old  remedies.  [  was  called  last  March 
to  a  mother  that  had  been  in  Xew  Mexico  for 
tuberculosis.  She  came  back  here  and  kept 
fairly  well  for  a  time.  Then  she  took  ill  with 
quite  a  serious  cough.  1  gave  her  tuberculinum 
200th  and  she  improved  verv  nicely, 
daughter,  about  17,  took  down  s'ick  with'  all  the 
same  symptoms,  and  she,  too,  was  given  tuber- 
culinum, and  got  along  nicely.  At  present  I  am 
treating  a  case  of  tuberculosis  in  a  man  who  has 
been  going  to  work  in  the  morning,  but  fre- 
quently would  have  hemorrhages.  I  gave  him 
phosphorus  for  that  congested  condition  of  the 
chest  and  stopped  the  hemorrhage ;  he  has  had  no 
hemorrhage  since  giving  that  remedy.  Then  he 
had  a  rise  in  temperature  of  about  one  degree, 
for  which  I  gave  him  bryonia  without  success, 
and  really  without  any  result  whatever.  Finally 
I  gave  him  sulphur  55m,  which  checked  the  tem- 
perature and  kept  him  fair  and  comfortable;  but 
the  severe  sore  point  in  his  chest,  in  one  spot, 
would  not  disappear.  For  this  condition  I  then 
gave  him  Pulsatilla  16m,  and  under  this  remedy 
he  has  improved  very  nicely  and  is  gaining  flesh 

Dr.  Whitney.  I  have  had  some  rather  interest- 
ing experiences.  One  was  a  case  of  tubercular 
necrosis  of  the  tibia  in  which  a  large  part  of  the 
bone  had  been  removed,  surgically,  followed  by 
a  continuation  of  the  disease."  Finally,  discover- 
ing that  we  were  making  no  special  \  and 
suspecting  that  there  was  a  tubercular  condition. 
we  had  an  analysis  made  and  found  the  tubercle 
bacilli  pretty  liberally  distributed  through  the 
specimen.  1  gave  him  bacillinum  without  any 
result.  1  repeated  the  dose  once  or  twice  a  week 
some  time — two  or  three  weeks — without  any 
effect.  I  then  gave  him  tubercular  serum  from 
the  Ashville  Institute.  Had  high  temperature 
and  night-SWeatS.  After  using  this  serum  the 
it  mperature  dropped  to  normal  and  the  condition 
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of  the  leg  improved  immediately.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  improve  since,  but  is  not  well  yet. 
About  the  same  time  I  had  a  young-  man.  of 
probably  25.  come  to  me  with  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis. This  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  bac- 
teriological examination.  He  had  made  two  trip? 
to  Arizona  and  had  received  no  benefit.  He  was 
coughing  and  having  night-sweats.  He  was  so 
exhausted  that  it  was  about  all  he  could  do  to 
get  to  the  office,  which  was  only  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  I  began  to  treat  him  with  the  same 
tubercular  serum,  giving  that  one  day,  and  the 
next  day  applications  of  static  electricity,  using 
formalin  applications,  or  attempting  to,  with  the 
static  electric  current.  There  was  a  very  prompt 
improvement  in  his  case.  I  continued  this  treat- 
ment for  about  ten  weeks.  At  the  end  of  two 
months — I  had  taken  the  case  for  that  length  of 
time — he  objected  to  taking  medicine  and  treat- 
ment any  longer  because,  he  said,  he  wasn't  sick 
any  longer.  I  succeeded  in  holding  him  for  a 
few  weeks  more.  And  that  was  the  best  I  could 
do  in  that  case  of  tuberculosis.  He  is  stronger 
than  he  has  been  for  two  or  three  years,  and  by 
one  pound  heavier  than  he  has  ever  been  before 
in  his  life.  I  have  not  succeeded  in  my  cases 
when  using  bacillinum.  We  heard  something 
a  little  while  ago  about  faddism  especially  as 
to  X-ray  faddism.  It  is  quite  a  common  pas- 
time for  some  physicians  to  call  anything  that 
they  do  not  succeed  with,  a  fad,  and  those  who 
make  use  of  these  things,  as  dabbling  in  faddism. 
Dr.  Crutcher  has  succeeded  in  curing  his  cases 
with  bacillinum  200th  or  something  else  with  the 
2000th.  I  haven't  succeeded  with  those  remedies, 
therefore  they  are,  according  to  Dr.  Crutcher's 
logic,  fads.  At  least  the  argument  ought  to  work 
both  ways.  In  cases  of  various  skin  troubles 
from  epithelioma  on  down  to  simple  acne  I  have 
succeeded  with  the  X-ray  treatment.  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  a  great  many  cases  of  that  character 
where  I  do  not  succeed  with  the  remedies.  It 
may  have  been  because  of  my  ignorance,  or  my 
inability  to  select  the  proper  remedy.  I  presume 
if  we  were  all  able  to  select  the  indicated  remedy 
and  knew  what  it  was,  and  in  just  what  potency 
to  use  it,  we  would,  of  course,  cure  all  our  cases. 
I  have  just  as  much  confidence  in  the  indicated 
remedy  as  Dr.  Crutcher ;  but  I  haven't  as  much 
confidence  in  my  ability  to  choose  it.  Therefore, 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  selecting  from  all  sources, 
whether  it  be  X-ray,  or  anything  else, — static 
electricity,  vibratory  massage,  or  what-not. — I 
believe  that  it  is  not  only  my  privilege  but  my 
duty  as  a  physician  to  that  patient  to  use  all 
those  remedies,  or  some  of  them,  or  as  many  of 
them  as  seem  to  be  of  benefit.  The  indicated 
remedy  by  all  means  but  also  reinforced  by  what 
other  means  there  are  at  hand. 

Dr.  Brady.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  question 
of  substituting  isopathy  for  homeopathy.  The 
application  of  the  nosodes  to  the  disease  condi- 
tions is  a  practice  of  treating  disease  by  their  pro- 


duct-— their  pathological  product,  and  that  is 
surely  isopathy.  I  don't  believe  that  the  X-ray 
can  fill  in  the  place  of  the  homeopathic  drug.  I 
presume  that  nearly  everybody  that  practices 
medicine  has  cases  of  that  kind  in  which  the 
physician,  homeopath  though  he  be.  may  feel  him- 
self justified  to  do  almost  anything  that  will  offer 
a  moment's  hope  of  success.  I  am  frank  to  say 
that  my  experience  with  the  nosodes  was  disap- 
pointing ;  nothing  like  as  satisfactory  as  with  the 
homeopathic  drug.  Xow  the  only  reason  on 
earth  why  I  undertook  to  say  anything  this  morn- 
ing was  to  keep  some  of  these  young  people,  like 
Dr.  Mellies  and  others,  from  falling  into  bad 
habits.  I  believe  that  when  a  man  gets  to  be  a 
great  orator  he  ought  to  weigh  well  what  he  sa\  s. 
As  r.  Whitney  has  said : — become  master  of  all 
that  can  be  aplied  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick  in- 
dividual ;  but  above  all  things  become  as  broad 
and  big  and  wide  as  you  possibly  can  in  the 
philosopry  of  homeopathy.  Then  you  will  be 
able  to  apply  your  drugs  over  a  wider  field ;  and 
when  you  have  swept  to  the  widest  limit  of  your 
possibilities,  you  will  have  to  testify  with  Dr. 
Whitney  and  many  others,  that  the  failure  is  not 
in  homeopathy,  but  in  your  inability  or  lack  of 
intelligence  in  its  application. 

Dr.  Crutcher.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  home- 
opathy is  my  fad.  It  has  been  my  fad  now  for 
several  years,  and  I  suspect  if  I  retain  what  little 
sense  I  have  it  will  be  my  fad  for  the  next  25 
years.  I  am  practicing  the  same  fad  that  I 
practiced  several  years  ago.  There  is  a  marked 
difference  between  "  same  "  and  "  similar  ";  and 
as  Dr.  Brady  goes  on  practicing  medicine  he  will 
probably  realize  that  isopathy  has  to  do  with 
"  same."  I  said  in  my  discussion  that  I  did  not 
prescribe  the  nosode  of  a  disease  for  that  dis- 
ease. I  said  that  I  wouldn't  prescribe  the  nosode 
unless  I  found  that  the  case  before  me  in  its 
symptom-totality  was  clearly  covered  by  the 
nosode-proving.  As  I  understand  my  spelling- 
book  that  is  prescribing  according  to  home- 
opathy and  not  by  isopathy. 

Dr.  Antrobus.  I  have  used  bacillinum  a  num- 
ber of  times  in  those  cases  where  there  was  an 
evening  rise  in  temperature ;  and  in  these  cases 
bacillinum  has  gradually  destroyed  that  evening 
rise. 

(Discussion  on  a  paper  entitled  "  Statistics  and  Treatment  of 
Diphtheria."     By  Sarah  M.  Hobson,  M.  D..  Chicago.) 

Dr.  McEIwee.  I  was  in  hopes  the  President 
would  let  me  alone  until  I  had  heard  from  some- 
one else.  I  especially  wanted  to  hear  from  Dr. 
Luyties.  The  part  that  appeals  to  me  especially 
in  Dr.  Hobson's  paper  is  the  careful  attention 
given  to  the  verified  diagnosis  in  the  bacterio- 
logical sense.  While  I  don't  think  it  is  always 
necessary  to  verify  the  diagnosis.  I  think  it  is 
always  a  comfort  to  the  clinician  to  have  that 
verification.  It  is  also  a  comfort  to  the  physician 
to  treat  a   case  and   know   the  condition   exactly 
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which  he  is  called  upon  to  treat.  T  want  to 
qualify  that  statement  by  a  little  digression  here 
and  say  if  one  is  going  to  treat  diphtheria  with 
antitoxin  it  is  absolutel)  necessary  that  the  diag- 
nosis shall  have  been  confirmed  by  the  mien  - 
before  the  antitoxin  is  given;  because,  as  tar  as 
I  know,  antitoxin  has  produced  fatalities  in  pi  i 
-miis  with  other  throat  troubles,  globus  hystericus 
and  the  like;  and  we  know  that  some  most  de- 
plorable results  have  arisen  from  giving  the  im- 
munizing doses.  Therefore,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  your  diagnosis  first  confirmed  by  the  micro- 
scope. Another  point  that  the  paper  called  up 
in  my  mind  was  that  a  large  dose  of  antitoxin  is 
necessary  to  fie  administered  first;  that  should  be 
administered  early  in  the  disease,  the  first  day 
that  the  diagnosis  can  be  confirmed;  and  the 
larger  the  dose  given,  the  more  likelihood  is  there 
ot  quick  success;  the  size  of  the  dose  I  believe 
should  only  be  limited  by  the  purse  of  the  pa- 
tient. I  think  the  younger  the  child,  the  earlier 
the  antitoxin  should  he  administered  in  the  large 
dose;  from  iooo  to  5000  units,  with  a  tendency 
t<  iwards  the  5000  rather  than  the  IOOO.  T  reached 
that  conclusion  against  my  will  after  about  ten 
years  of  observation  and  experience  ;  the  result  1  if 
that  observation  and  experience  has  been  that  if 
antitoxin  is  given  on  the  first  or  second  or  pos- 
sibly the  third  day,  and  increased  in  direct  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  days  elapsed  from  the 
time  of  the  inception  to  the  administration,  that 
the  results  are  universally  good.  That  is,  re- 
coveries are  the  rule  and  fatalities  the  exception. 
I  am  glad  to  say  in  all  my  cases,  during  the  last 
ten  years,  under  the  administration  of  antitoxin 
and  the  homeopathic  remedy  together,  that  I  re- 
member of  but  two  fatalities.  Those  two  were 
of  the  hemorrhagic  variety,  which  I  think  might 
possibly  have  been  avoided  if  the  antitoxin  had 
been  administered  on  the  first  instead  of  the  third 
day.  There  is  another  point  brought  up  by  the 
paper,  but  not  in  detail,  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
monitory signs  of  heart  failures  and  sudden 
deaths.  I  have  avoided  that  in  practice,  by  re- 
quiring my  patients  to  keep  in  a  recumbent  posi- 
tion as  long  as  a  change  in  attitude  causes 
a  variation  in  the  pulse  of  more  than  ten  beats 
in  the  minute.  That  is  my  arbitrary  rule.  When 
you  have  a  patient  that  has  been  sick  with  diph- 
theria for  several  days  or  a  week,  and  is  in  a  state 
of  convalescence,  with  the  membrane  all  disap- 
peared, the  temperature  returned  to  normal,  and 
the  child  asking  to  get  up  and  play,  observation 
has  shown  that  then  is  a  danger  point,  and  one 
that  cannot  be  too  carefully  watched  ;  for  many 
of  them  after  getting  up  have  suddenly  gasped, 
fallen  over,  and  died;  and  the  report  was  heart 
failure.  It  is  a  universally  recognized  physio- 
logical fact  that  the  erect  position  is  hard  on  the 
heart's  action.  I  require  the  little  fellows  to  he 
kept  recumbent  and  the  head  always  lower  than 
the  heels  and  to  be  kept  that  way.  I  think  the 
physician  who  refuses  to  use  antitoxin  is  • 


in  his  duty  to  hi-  patient  and  to  himself.  Xow 
in  saying  that  1  include  all  those  changes  pro- 
duced ordinarily  in  the  hope  of  tiding  over  a 
diphtheria  patient  from  a  fatality,  such  as  the 
large  dose  of  antitoxin,  the  operation  of  intuba- 
tion and  of  tracheotomy.  For  instance,  it  was 
Found  that  after  the  patient  was  operated  on  for 
tracheotomy  there  was  an  abolition  or  ameliora- 
tion >'\  the  symptoms  from  u  to  [6  hours,  when 
they  would  set  up  heart  failure  and  pass  out. 
We  know  now  that  ln-art  failure  was  intimately 
related  to  the  operation.  Tracheotomy  carries 
the  patient  over  the  asphyxiation,  and  the  anti- 
toxin neutralize-  the  poison  or  utterly  destrovs 
it — when  the  patient  has  vitality  enough  to  live 
for  i_'  hours;  that  then  he  may  recover.  The 
duration  of  the  recovery,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  observe,  has  been  practically  in  proportion 
of  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  antitoxin  used.  If 
small  quantities  of  antitoxin  are  used  it  requires 
more  nature  to  do  the  rest.  The  greater  the 
quantity  of  antitoxin  used  the  quicker  the  patient 
gets  well,  r  think  that  is  the  generally  accepted 
idea  in  the  professional  literature  on  that  sub- 
ject. The  mortality  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years  has  been  reduced  from 
37  [-2  per  cent,  to  below  5  per  cent.  One  other 
fact  that  I  want  to  emphasize  is  the  conjoint 
treatment,  with  the  homeopathic  remedy  and  the 
antitoxin ;  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
patients  get  along  better  with  the  combined 
treatment  than  when  they  use  either  alone.  My 
observation  among  physicians  who  practice 
homeopathy  is.  that  their  percentage  without  the 
antitoxin  was  almost  as  great  as  14  per  cent.; 
while  with  the  antitoxin  it  comes  down  to  5  per 
cent.;  so  that  statistics  show  plainly  that  the  con- 
joined treatment  is  better  than  either  treatment 
alone.  One  remedy  that  was  not  mentioned  by 
the  essayist,  which  I  have  used  with  good  effect. 
is  lachesis.  I  know  Dr.  Comstock  doesn't  be- 
lieve there  is  any  good  in  lachesis.  still  I  have 
found  that  lachesis  is  a  great  remedy  when  given 
according  to  its  indications.  \'or  did  Dr.  Ilob- 
-011  mention  hepar  sulph.  and  this,  too,  I  con- 
sider among  the  cardinal  diphtheria   remedies. 

Dr.  Jones.  I  have  listened  to  this  excellent 
paper  with  great  pleasure.  The  points  are  all 
well  taken,  and  I  virtually  agree  with  everything 
said  by  the  essayist.  I  wish  to  disagree,  how- 
ever, with  Dr.  McElwee  on  one  thing,  lie  said 
this  morning  that  he  thought  the  worst  results 
from  antitoxin  had  been  received  from  the  im- 
munizing doses.  But  these  results  have  been 
found  in  such  a  few  cases,  and  that  period  chiefly 
confined  to  that  time  a  few  years  ago.  before  the 
antitoxin  was  put  up  as  it  is  put  up  at  the  ]  1 
ent  time;  so  that  the  recorded  fatalities  could 
hardly  be  trusted  or  ascribed  to  the  action  of 
antitoxin  itself.  That  might  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  it,  to  be  sure:  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  danger — tin-  immunizing  dose  has  any 
special  value  at  the  present  time.      As  soon  as  w 
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suspect  diphtheria  we  should  use  antitoxin,  long 
before  we  make  a  microscopical  examination. 
There  is  where  the  loss  of  time  proves  a  large 
factor.  I  use  the  antitoxin  as  a  common  anti- 
dote. I  expect  to  antidote  the  diseased  condition 
and  so  possibly  end  the  whole  matter  satisfac- 
torily. That  is  my  first  remedy,  and  my  homeo- 
pathic remedy  must  do  the  rest. 

Dr.  Wilcox  has  some  fears  of  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  antitoxin.  The  immunizing  dose  is 
dangerous.  She  has  had  several  cases  where  it 
proved  highly  injurious,  and  threatened  life  it- 
self. 

Dr.  Overman.  I  want  to  ask  Dr.  Jones  a  ques- 
tion. He  says  that  the  homeopathic  remedy  can 
clear  up  the  after-effects  of  the  antitoxin.  What 
was  left  after  the  antitoxin  was  gone?  Does  he 
'prescribe  after  he  gives  the  antitoxin,  or  does  he 
take  the  totality  of  symptoms  at  this  later  time,  or 
what  he  saw  at  the  beginning?  Where  does  he 
get  his  pathogenesis  for  prescribing  after  the  anti- 
toxin has  had  its  perfect  work  in  the  system  of 
the  patient  ?  for,  certainly,  if  the  antitoxin  has  the 
power  to  alter  the  diphtheritic  process, — and  that 
seems  to  be  agreed, — what  does  he  prescribe  his 
homeopathic  remedy  for — for  what  condition? 

Dr.  Jones.  In  regard  to  the  homeopathic  rem- 
edies ;  I  always  take  indications  as  I  find  them  at 
the  time  when  I  make  my  prescription.  I  make 
my  first  prescription  homeopathically,  and  gen- 
erally before  I  would  give  the  antitoxin.  I  would 
prescribe  as  I  saw  the  symptoms  at  the  moment 
of  prescription. 

Dr.  Johnson.  Dr.  McElwee  has  already  cov- 
ered fully  the  points  with  the  exception  of  the 
statistics.     In   Italy   the   immunity   amounted   to 

90  2-10  per  cent. ;  in  Austria  to  98  1-2  per  cent. ; 
in  France  to  97  5-10  per  cent. ;  in  Germany  to 
96  per  cent. ;  in  Norway  to  98  per  cent. ;  in  Hol- 
land to  98.61  per  cent. ;  in  the  United  States  to 

91  1-10  per  cent.  These  are  interesting  figures. 
And  it  has  been  shown  that  one-half  of  8-10  per 
cent,  in  all  these  immunizing  cases  acquired  diph- 
theria. I  think,  therefore,  we  are  justified  in 
concluding  that  is  was  an  important  matter  to 
consider.  I  would  judge,  therefore,  that  the 
danger  was  slight  in  immunizing  patients. 

Dr.  Hobson.  In  regard  to  the  danger  of  im- 
munizing doses,  from  my  own  experience  I  can 
only  refer  to  the  statement  made  in  my  essay  that 
we  gave  the  immunizing  dose  to  12  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  also  to  4  or  5  of  the  employees,  and 
nurses  and  laundresses  of  the  infirmary  during 
this  epidemic,  and  we  did  not  get  any  ill  results 
from  those  instances.  We  had  diphtheria  in 
some  of  these  cases,  3  of  the  12  had  some  sore 
throat,  some  exudate  in  the  throat.  The  prac- 
tice there  was,  if  I  was  tolerably  certain,  to  give 
the  antitoxin  immediately.  If  the  case  did  not 
start  in  malignant.  I  waited  for  an  examination. 
I  am  very  glad  for  that  suggestion  from  Dr. 
McElwee  of  watching  the  pulse  in  convalescents. 


especially  in  young  children.  As  to  statistics  in 
the  homeopathic  journals :  I  find  them  much  more 
complete  in  the  old  school  journals.  I  want  to 
bring  before  this  Institute  the  request  that  they 
would,  in  this  present  decade,  just  send  me  re- 
ports from  their  records,  giving  me  the  actual 
results,  so  that  we  can  have  something  definite  to 
go  by ;  cases  verified  by  the  microscope  as  well 
as  the  homeopathic  treatment,  along  with  the 
antitoxin  treatment.  In  regard  to  remedies:  I, 
too,  like  lachesis,  and  hepar,  and  still  another 
common  one  that  was  not  mentioned  is  phv- 
tolacca.  The  latter,  however,  gave  me  but  little 
results.  I  cited  especially  those  remedies  which 
I  had  used  most  commonly  and  found  most  gen- 
erallv  indicated. 


Globules. 


— Dr.  John  Prentice  Rand,  eminent  and  able 
physician  and  poet,  of  Munson,  Mass.,  was  mar- 
ried on  Sept.  3,  1904,  to  Miss  Lena  Maud  Adams 
of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  Will  this  insure 
the  profession  a  continuation  of  Random  Rhymes  ? 
Congratulations. 

— On  August  16,  1904.  Miss  Pearl  Schott, 
daughter  of  our  old  friend  and  former  teacher 
of  the  St.  Louis  Homeopathic  School,  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  George  W.  Boeck  of  St.  Louis.  Our 
heartiest  congratulations  to  the  couple,  and  also 
to  Dr.  Schott  and  wife. 

— A  patient  informed  us  the  other  day  that 
when  she  had  to  take  medicine  that  was  nasty, 
say  like  castor  oil,  from  a  glass,  she  drank  it 
down  hurriedly  and  turned  the  glass  bottom-side 
up  on  the  table.  This  always  prevented  nau- 
sea from  ensuing.  Then,  perhaps,  if  a  rectal 
enema — but  no  matter.  We  publish  this  for 
what  it  is  worth. 

— We  learn  of  a  sad  accident,  though  not  its 
extent,  which  befell  Dr.  Frank  Jones  recently 
at  the  corner  of  two  streets  in  Cleveland,  in 
being  severely  if  not  seriously  injured  by  a  pass- 
ing trolley  car.  Dr.  Jones  is  the  son  of  Dr. 
Gaius  J.  Jones,  Dean  of  the  Cleveland  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College.  We  trust  that  the  in- 
juries were  slight  and  that  Dr.  Jones  will  soon  be 
able  to  resume  his  successful  practice. 

— Says  the  Clinical  Reporter.  "  Glad  that  Cow- 
perthwaite  found  his  ring  and  the  diamonds  he 
lost  while  visiting  the  Fair."  So  are  we.  But. 
say,  that  name  sounds  familiar.  Where  have  we 
heard  it  before?  Didn't  he  use  to  be  somewhere 
in  Iowa  connected  with  a  homeopathic  college, 
and  didn't  he  remove  to  Chicago,  and  didn't  he 
die  there  of  too  much  comfort  and  ease?  Could 
this  be  the  same  chap,  re-incarnated,  and  did  he 
lose  diamonds  while  attending  Exercises  on  the 
Pike?     Well,  well! 
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— The  Antikamnia  king,  Long  May  He  Live!, 
Frank  Ruf,  who  is  probably  at  home  by  this  time, 
has  sent  us  a  regular  series  of  foreign  post- 
cards hearing  pictures  of  to-us  well-known  places 
in  France  and  elsewhere.  The  post-cards  make 
a  pretty  picture  of  these  beautiful  places  and 
will  be  treasured  by  their  recipients.  After  his 
trip  from  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun  to  France 
and  home  again,  we  make  no  doubt  that  Brer. 
Ruf  will  enjoy  getting  back  to  his  old  alleged 
treadmill  and  "hooping  things"  up — just  for 
old  times  sake. 

— The  Trustees  of  the  Institute  of  Drug  Prov- 
ing of  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
are  before  the  homeopathic  profession  soliciting 
subscriptions  to  prosecute  their  work  and  bring 
it  to  a  timely  and  successful  finish.  We  bespeak 
for  this  Institute  a  hearty  response  in  the  way  of 
generous  donatives,  and  trust  that  when  the 
old  Institute  meets  again  there  will  be  some- 
thing tangible  to  report  in  the  way  of  things 
done.  Send  your  good-will  offering  to  Chas. 
Mohr,  M.  D..  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College.  Philadelphia. 

— It  seems  that,  according  to  the  evidence  from 
England,  we  were  right  as  to  the  date  of  the 
next  International  Homeopathic  Congress, 
namely,  1905.  Dr.  Sutherland,  who  was  abroad 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  chief  homeo- 
paths of  London  at  a  dinner  1  already  mentioned 
in  our  last  issue),  discovered  a  feeling  that  since 
Richard  Hughes  had  died  the  International 
Homeopathic  Congress  was  also  dead — Dr. 
Hughes  having  been  the  only  permanent  officer. 
However,  it  is  now  proposed  to  rehabilitate  the 
Congress;  and  in  order  to  do  this  it  was  t hough. t 
best  to  postpone  the  next  session  until  1906. 

— One  of  the  stories  told  at  the  recent  British 
Homeopathic  Congress  dinner  was  by  a  layman 
\\  ho  professed  to  be  an  allopath  and  said  he  was 
doubtlessly  importuned  to  be  present  as  an  awful 
example.  Out  of  this  circumstance  he  wove  the 
fabric  of  gratitude  and,  therefore,  the  following 
story.  A  doctor,  presumably  a  homeopath,  who 
was  interested  in  finding  a  general  antidote  for 
snake-bites  went  to  India  to  study  the  situation. 
While  there  he  found  a  wounded  rattlesnake. 
I  [e  was  kind  to  the  crippled  reptile,  bound  up  its 
wounds  and  did  the  Good  Samaritan  act  to  the 
King's  taste.  The  snake  being  grateful  followed 
him  about  like  a  pet  dog.  When  he  ultimately 
returned  to  England  he  carried  his  pet  with  him. 
His  wife  insisted  upon  knowing  what  horrid 
creature  that  was?  It  is  a  tame  snake,  answered 
the  husband.  Then  it  goes  to  the  kitchen.  \"<1 
to  the  kitchen  it  went.  During  the  night  there 
was  a  fearful  noise  and  rumpus  in  that  kitchen. 
When  the  family  got  down  to  see  what  was  the 
matter  they  found  the  snake  was  showing  its 
gratitude.  It  was  holding  on  to  a  burglar  with 
his  fangs,  while  it  had  put  its  tail  out  of  the  win- 
dow and  was  rattling  for  a  policeman. 


— The  last  issue  of  Horner's  Cleveland  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Reporter  reprints  "Philistine 
Philosophy/*'  which  is  excellent  and  something 
'\  young  man  should  carefullj  read,  appro- 
priate and  assimilate.  It  is  a  companion  piece 
to  "A   Message  to  Garcia." 

— The  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  1  ol- 
lege  will  open  its  next  session — the  Fifty-Fifth 
— on  October  3.  with  a  large  corps  of  Pro! 
and  Lecturers.  The  catalogue,  or  Announce- 
ment, lying  hi  is,  is  another  fine  bit  of  print 
work  by  Dr.  J.  Richey  Horner,  who  understands 
book-making  with  all  its  alluring  and  enticing 
arrangement  of  facts,  figures  and  other  data. 
Dr.  Horner  has  within  a  small  compass  com- 
pressed the  history  of  the  college;  and  his  show- 
ing of  the  hours  of  lectures,  and  topics,  and  Pro- 
fessors, evidences  a  master-hand,  together  with  a 
rare  aptness  for  putting  life  into  prosy  detail. 

■ — We  learn  that,  in  one  instance,  in  a  W< 
State,  one  editor  has  succeeded  in  coralling  all 
the  papers  of  the  State  Homeopathic  Societ) 
for  his  journal.  In  the  effete  East  that  trick  has 
lost  much  of  its  novelty  and  value.  The  readers 
seem  to  think  it  a  cheap  way  for  an  editor  to 
fill  his  pages:  and  that  to  do  this  requires  noth- 
ing higher  in  editorial  brilliancy  than  to  1 
printer's  devil.  An  editor  ought  to  say  some- 
thing sometimes  aside  from  what  his  contributors 
send  in — which  contributions  are  not  always 
read.  A  medical  society  should  be  bread  enough 
to  give  its  papers  out  equitably,  so  that  all  parts 
mi"  the  country  may  have  somewhat  to  show  for 
that  meeting;  thus  bringing  the  doings  to  the 
door  and  desks  of  the  greatest  number;  but  when 
the  papers  are  all  bunched  into  one  local  journal 
then  the  reading  probability  is  a  small  one. 
Win  don't  the  members  of  such  societv  "kick  " 
for  being  restricted  to  one  home-grown  journal? 

— We  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  concerning 
the  "  original  photographs  "  which  form  the 
frontispiece  de  resistance  of  the  Sept.  Chironian. 
They  were,  as  claimed,  sua])  shots,  but  were  not 
soft  snaps  in  the  way  of  amateur  photos.  We 
feel  sorr)  for  Custis'  scratched  nose,  and,  at  first 
blush,  thought  the  picture  was  that  of  our  genial 
and  self-bonded  Institute  Treasurer.  And  Royal 
with  his  S125  Panama  hat!  Dear,  dear;  he  looks 
like  Judge  Parker  just  after  having  received, 
with  every  token  of  surprise,  the  notification  of 
his  nomination.  Or  a  better  likeness  still  is  it 
of  <  Iptimo,  the  hero  of  the  handsome  picture  and 
successful  nickel  cigar.  The  pictures  look  as 
if  the\  were  half  toned  from  crayon  portraits  of 
some  of  the  family  ancestry,  the  kind  usually 
kept  in  the  dark  in  the  horse-hair  furnitured  par- 
with  the  alabaster  vases  filled  with  pampas 
grass,  the  china  dogs  on  the  high  mantel  shelf, 
and  the  framed  mortuary  wreaths.  We  are  will- 
ing to  wager  a  goodly  sum  that  neither  Royal 
nor  Custis  will  ask   for  reprints. 
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— Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  and  wife,  are  expected 
home  from  their  usual  annual  jaunt  to  Europe. 
All  reports  so  far  agree  in  saying  that  the  dis- 
tinguished Doctor  has  had  a  good  time. 

— Dr.  G.  A.  Mellies,  the  efficient  secretary  of 
the  Missouri  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  has  been 
spending  some  of  his  hard  earned  St.  Louis 
shekels  in  California.  His  last  show-up  was  in 
Los  Angeles.  He  winds  up  one  of  his  letters  to 
us  in  his  ever  characteristic  way  by  saying,  "  the 
Western  sharks  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
Eastern  suckers." 

— Dr.  Jacob  Schneider  of  Cleveland,  retired 
because  of  an  accident  which  severely  shook  up 
his  nervous  system,  and  now  engaged  in  com- 
mercial life,  has  a  cane  which  he  cut  in  Florida, 
that  is  the  wonder  of  all  who  see  and  examine  it. 
Dr.  Schneider  has  a  son  who  is  carrying  on 
Schneider  pere's  former  extensive  practice,  and 
who  gives  promise  of  becoming  as  eminent  and 
successful  as  his   father. 

— Dr.  Pulaski  B.  Roper.  Assistant  Professor 
in  Gvnecologv  of  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic, 
Dr.  W.  H.  Phillips  (and  wife),  and  Dr.  A.  B. 
Schneider,  all  of  the  same  College,  have  been 
doing  Europe  the  past  summer  and  are  expected 
home  soon,  filled  with  boundless  information  and 
happy  reminiscences — as  well  as  the  usual  avowal 
that  they  were  never,  never  sick  at  sea  not  for 
a  single  day  on  old  Ocean.     Well,  hardly  ever. 

— The  Ann  Arbor  Homeopathic  School,  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  will 
have  its  Eighth  Annual  Practitioner's  Course 
beginning  the  week  after  election — of  Roosevelt. 
We  bespeak  for  this  very  practical  course  a  large 
attendance  and  promise  them,  based  on  former 
experiences,  the  time  of  their  lives.  Everything 
that  is  practical  and  homeopathic  will  be  shown 
and  done  and  talked  about  in  this  latest  of  these 
popular  courses.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Roberts,  Pro- 
fessor of  Gynecology  in  New  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  will  be  one  of  the  principal 
actors  in  the  course.  You  know7  what  that 
means.  Gird  up  your  loins  and  the  loins  of  that 
obstetric  case,  and  go  to  Ann  Arbor. 

— It  has,  therefore,  been  definitely  settled  that 
the  next  International  Homeopathic  Congress 
will  foregather  in  this  country  in  1906,  if  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  can  be  in- 
duced to  shift  that  stone  from  the  end  of  the 
millsack,  and  divide  the  grist  equally  over  the 
sack  toted  by  the  tired  mule.  Or,  in  English, 
if  the  Institute  can  break  away  from  its  June 
tradition  for  vacation  and  put  the  1906  meet. 
sometime  in  September.  Where  is  the  cour- 
ageous hero  in  that  Institute  who  will  dare  plead 
guilty  to  the  suggestive  iconoclasm  of  changing 
the  meeting  date  from  early  summer,  when  every- 
body, as  a  rule,  is  busy,  and  when  our  best 
patrons  have  not  yet  gone  to  the  seashore  or  the 
mountains,  to  September,  when  vacation  time  is 
on  for  fair?     Sir; 


— The  Homeopathic  Recorder  in  discussing 
the  people  of  the  American  Institute  at  N.  E,  like 
Buttercup,  mixed  those  children  up,  when  it  got 
Strickler  and  the  Critique  sitting  up  next  to  each 
other.  There  are  a  number  of  other  impossibili- 
ties that  might  happen,  but  under  the  present 
aspect  of  things  it  is  not  likely  that  Strickler  and 
the  Critique  management  will  have  much  in  com- 
mon. 

— We  don't  know  whether  we  should  put  the 
following  item  under  an  erratum,  or  just  let  it 
go  in  as  an  item  of  news — if  true.  We  are  ad- 
vised from  Colorado  Springs  that  Dr.  C.  F. 
Stough  has  resigned  from  the  Colorado  Homeo- 
pathic Society,  and  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy  and  is  soon  to  join  the  El  Paso  Co. 
Medical  Society  (Allopathic).  Sorry  we  had 
the  misfortune  to  print  his  portrait  impliedly 
that  of  a  homeopath,  when  he  has  gone  and  been 
and  done  it — gone  over  to  our  enemies. 

— Dr.  Biggar  has  issued  and  sent  out  "  Re- 
ports, Majority  and  Minority  of  the  Committee 
Appointed  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Homeopathic 
Physicians  of  Cleveland  and  Vicinity,  June  30, 
1904,  to  Consider  the  Re-Organization  of  the 
Government  of  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Medical  College."  It  contains,  in  good  terse 
English,  the  record  of  the  late  Peace  Incident. 
The  Minority  report  which  was  not  considered 
by  the  Committee  as  a  whole,  makes  interesting 
reading.  If  you  have  not  received  your  c  >py 
address  Dr.  Biggar  for  same. 

— Mastin  of  the  Denver  Critique  is  after  the 
dry  bones  out  Denver  way.  Not  an  issue  ap- 
pears from  underneath  his  virile  pen  that  does 
not  make  good  reading.  And  we  are  often 
moved  to  wonder  whether  there  really  is  trouMe 
in  the  Denver  college  or  whether  that  is  merely 
Mastin's  way  of  saying  things.  As  we  do  not 
get  Progress  any  more,  why,  we  do  not  know, 
we  are  unable  to  get  at  the  other  side  of  the  case. 
But  Progress  never  spoke  of  the  rumpus.  It 
ignored  it  pine-blank.  That's  a  breezy  country 
out  there  on  the  plains,  and  things  are  not  al- 
ways what  they  seem.  We  admire  Mastin's  way 
of  telling  things.  He  handles  a  forceful  and  able 
pen. 

— Dr.  T.  Franklin  Smith,  the  handsome  and 
genial  Treasurer  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  has  been  summering  at  Lake  Mo- 
hegan,  N.  Y.,  perhaps  to  get  his  nose  freed  of 
those  cat-scratches.  Dr.  Franklin  Smith  is  a 
living  exemplar  of  a  man  afraid  of  being  an  un- 
bonded financial  officer;  for  it  was  he  who  asked 
the  Institute  to  bond  him  fur  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. We  will  have  to  keep  an  eye  on  him  here- 
after, we  fear.  Hope  be  has  had  a  good  time 
in  York  State.  He  fully  deserved  it.  Did  you 
hear  at  the  Institute,  or  read  since  in  our  August 
issue,  his  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
Institute's  latest,  great  man.  lover,  brother,  and 
friend — Theodore  Y.  Kinnc  ? 
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— The  British  Homeopathic  (  ongress  recentl) 
met  in  London,  judging  from  the  report  in  the 
Monthh  Homeopathic  Review,  must  have  par- 
taken somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  meeting  of 
the  famous  Unanimous  Club.  They  seem  to 
have  had  a  grand  and  glorious  time.  Well,  they 
deserved   it. 

— The  Southern  Homeopathic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation will  hold  its  next  regular  annual  session 
in  Louisville.  K\..  October  25,  26,  [904,  with 
our  enterprising  and  eloquenl  young  friend  of 
St.  Louis,  Dr.  Willis  Young,  President,  and  our 
other  old-time  friend,  Dr.  Lizzie  Gray  Gutherz, 
also  of  St.    Louis,   Secretary. 

— It  tickles  our  vanit\  a  good  deal  to  hear 
from  various  sources  that  we  are  read  and  criti- 
cised. We  have  at  last  waked  up  the  Chironian 
to  answer  our  frequent  questionings  as  to  why 
our  paper  before  the  New  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College  last  January  had  never  been 
published.  The  answer  is  that  it  was  never  re- 
ceived.    Gone   astray    in    the    mail. 

—Dr.  Garrison,  associate  editor  of  the  licet 
Journal — anglice , The  Homeopathic  Eye,  Ear, and 
Throat  Journal — says  that  the  publication  of  a 
paper  in  that  esteemed  journal  after  that  paper 
had  been  published  elsewhere  was  known  to  the 
Editor,  Dr.  A.  II. ;  and  its  subsequent  republica- 
tion in  the  Heet  Journal  was  perfectly  regular 
and  did  not  reflect  upon  the  bona  fides  of  the 
author. 

—The  omission  of  one  word  somewhat  dis- 
torted our  Globule  of  the  last  month  anent  the 
poisoning  of  ourself.  We  had  intruded  to  say 
that  we  were  not  badly  poisoned — as  had  been 
reported — for  pretty  much  everybody  at  the  Ni- 
agara Falls  Institute  knew  that  we  were  labor- 
ing most  painfully  with  septic  poisoning  of  the 
right  index  finger.  Our  editorial  reference  to 
the  personal  matter  at  all  was  because  of  the 
"  kind  "  efforts  of  our  professional  "  friends  "  in 
Cleveland  to  cut  off  what  little  parish  practice  we 
have  by  circulating  the  reporl  of  our  dangerous 
condition,  and  thus  frightening  away  those  few 
patrons. 

—In  reading  proof  of  our  last  issue  several 
errors  crept  into  the  make-up  which  very  nearly 
destroyed  the  sanity  of  our  writings.  In  the  firsi 
article  reference  is  made  to  the  "  hoody  "  war 
in  Africa.  Many  people  doubtlessly  knew  that 
that  was  meant  for  "  bloody  " ;  for  the  war  in 
Africa  was  anything  but  "  hoody."  In  the  arti- 
cle on  the  Traveling  Scholar  the  last  paragraph 
as  it  now  appears  is  without  rhyme  or  reason  and 
without  fitness  to  anything  that  preceded.  If 
those  three  lines  are  taken  as  a  footnote  to  the 
blank  space  left  in  the  main  article  their  relev- 
ancy will  be  apparent.  In  the  hurly-burly  of  a 
parish  practice,  several  hundred  miles  away  from* 
the  base  of  printing  supplies,  it  is  extremely- 
difficult  not  to  get  caught  occasionally  with  bad 
proof-rcadn 


— Dr.   W.   Harvey   King  has  hut  just   returned 
from    a    visit     to     London,     where    he    met     and 
enjoyed     the     English     homeopathic     brethren. 
Promptly  upon  his  return  we  received  the 
bust  of  1  lelmuth. 

—The  (  Ipening  Exercises  of  the  Homeopathic 

Medical  College  of  Missouri  (St.  Louis)  were 
held  recently  with  our  friend  Dr.  (  ).  S.  Runnels 
of  Indianapolis  taking  a  leading  part.  A  nice 
class  has  assembled  and  everything  looks  pleas- 
ant for  a  good  year. 

— We  are  really  glad  to  learn  that  old  Peri- 
carditis, who  was  kidnapped  in  Turkey  and 
caused  this  Government  and  England  consider- 
able trouble,  promises  not  to  go  on  the  lecture 
platform.  But,  say,  what  a  team  he  and  Mrs. 
limestone  would  make  in  short  vaudeville  stunts! 
Sir? 

— Every  now  and  then,  principally  the  latter, 
we  read  of  a  wedding  of  some  Salvation  Army 
lassie  with  a  Salvation  Army  laddy,  the  same 
being  made  the  piece  de  resistance  of  some  meet- 
ing 'if  tin-  Salvation  Army  Corps  in  the  citadel, 
surrounded  by  the  big  drum  and  the  other  para- 
phernalia and  things  that  make  this  organiza- 
tion so  noisy  and  persistent.  Hut  we  never  hear 
of  a  divorce  of  these  laddies  and  lassies  being 
made  a  public  vaudeville  stunt  in  order  to  draw- 
out  the  curious  outsider  and  coax  a  icw  pen- 
nies from  his  purse. 

— Dr.  C.  L.  Yakey,  of  Lima,  Ohio,  one  of  our 
favorite  students,  years  ago,  has  abandoned  the 
medical  profession  and  gone  into  other  business. 
Dr.  Yakey  was  always  a  hard  student  and  a  good 
homeopath.  The  profession,  therefore,  lose-  a 
promising  and  already  successful  practitioner, 
and  the  commercial  world  gets  a  good  man. 
With  medical  practice  as  uncertain  as  it  is,  and 
the  collection  of  the  fees  still  more  so,  it  is  not 
to  he  wondered  at   thai  of  our  good  men 

turn  from  its  fatiguing  labors  and  its  unrequited 
efforts  to  pastures  more  productive  of  financial 
success,  and  with  infinitely  less  of  the  harassing 
surroundings  of  a  rough-and-tumble  medical  life. 

— The  receipt  of  the  handsome  programme  of 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  Societ)  of  the  State 
of  Xew  York,  for  the  meeting  in  New  York  Cit) 
(which  will  be  naught  but  a  pleasant  memory 
when  this  m  itice  appear-  in  print  1  calls  attentii  >n  ti  1 
a  fine  arrangement  of  lecture-,  essays,  and  clinical 
work  at  the  Helmuth  Amphitheater.  We  were 
under  the  impression  that  Dr.  Geo.  \Y.  Roberts 
had  been  hilled  for  a  Gynecological  or  Surgical 
Clinic,  but  we  fail  to  find  his  name  in  the  pro- 
mme  from  soup  to  cigars.  We  note  also  a 
promised  feature  of  a  coaching  tour  of  New 
York  City.  Well,  we  are  glad  the  Society  acted 
on  our  recommendation  a  little  more  than  two 
years  ago,  along  this  same  sight-seeing  line.    We 

ught  then  of  inaugurating  some  such  pers 
ally  conducted  tour  of  New   York.     We  know  it 
will   he    (or   was  I    a    delightful   occasion    fol 
tors  t<  ■  the  Societ  v. 
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— We  have  now  received  two  busts  of  our  good 
friend,  Dr.  Helmuth,  one  badly  broken,  the  other 
in  good  condition.  We  appreciate  this  bust  very 
greatly  and  shall  prize  it  among  our  rare  acquisi- 
tions. 

— About  this  time  of  the  year,  as  the  old 
Almanacs  used  to  say,  look  out  for  some  more 
high  and  mighty  refusals  of  affiliation  with  the 
old  school  of  therapeutics.  During  the  silly  sea- 
son these  things  come  up  about  once  in  ever  so 
often. 

— The  Hahnemannian  Monthly  relates  the  story 
in  one  of  its  recent  issues  of  the  value  of  lupulin 
lx  trit.  in  the  treatment  of  sexual  debility — 
especially  males.  This  might  be  a  good  thing 
to  remember  in  that  persistent  chronic  condition 
which  all  vaunted  remedies,  even  sanmetto,  do 
not  seem  to  touch. 

— We  regret  to  learn  of  the  withdrawal  of  Drs. 
Bloyer  and  Cooper  from  the  editorship  and  man- 
agement of  the  Medical  Gleaner  which  went  into 
effect  with  the  recent  number.  No  reasons  are 
assigned  for  this  dual  departure  from  the  traces 
of  this  bright  little  journal.  Both  Doctors  hav<- 
been  famous  for  their  faithfulness  to  their  highly 
cherished  ideals  and  we  shall  miss  but  not  forget 
them. 

— Again  we  have  been  caused  to  feel  the  iron 
of  disappointment  to  penetrate  our  anxious  soul. 
The  British  Homeopathic  Society  has  issued  a 
list  of  Corresponding  Members,  and  after  hitting 
pretty  nearly  everybody  of  homeopathic  note  in 
this  country,  still  fails  to  find  us  in  our  retirement 
as  a  modest  parish  practice  physician.  Will  we 
ever  be  able  to  add  that  distinguishing  line  to 
our  letterheads  and  smaller  advertising  bills? 

— Officers  of  the  Colorado  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Association,  elected  at  the  meeting  held  at 
Denver,  September  13,  14,  15.  1904:  President, 
LeRoy  S.  Hedges,  M.  D.,  Grand  Junction;  1st 
Vice-President,  Grant  S.  Peck,  M.  D.,  Denver; 
2d  Vice-President,  S.  L.  Blair,  M.  D.,  Trinidad; 
Treasurer,  F.  A.  Faust,  M.  D.,  Colorado  Springs; 
Secretary,  Giles  F.  Howard,  M.  D.,  Denver. 
Board  of  Censors,  Drs.  Stewart,  Burr,  Clinton 
Enos,  Denver ;  Allen,  Colorado  Springs ;  King, 
Golden  ;  Greene,  Arvada.  Administrative  Coun- 
cil. Drs.  J.  B.  Brown,  Willard,  Denver;  King, 
Golden;  Allen.  Colorado  Springs;  Tucker, 
Pueblo ;  Blair,  Trinidad  ;  Greene,  Arvada. 

— In  the  transient  dullness  between  Lie- 
Tongue  and  Tie-Pass,  the  American  people  must 
not  suppose  that  there  is  nothing  doing.  The 
little  brown  men  are  not  the  only  war-like  peo- 
ple. There  are  others.  As  for  instance  those 
two  homeopathic  doctors  at  Ann  Arbor  who  re- 
cently enlivened  the  dull  monotony  between  pa- 
tients by  engaging  in  a  little  fisticuffing  on  a 
world-old  cause  for  quarrel,  i.  c.  the  disparage- 
ment of  the  gentler  sex  by  one  of  the  twain.  It 
is  alleged  that  a  Sir  Graybeard,  connected  with 
the  University,  had  indulged  in  slanderous  state- 


ments concerning  the  wife  of  the  younger  man — 
and  also  concerning  the  wives  of  members  of  the 
homeopathic  faculty ;  that  thereupon,  the  younger 
man  sought  out  the  elder  in  his  den,  dared  him 
to  repeat  what  had  been  said,  and  being  accom- 
modated with  the  exact  verbiage,  denounced  the 
graybeard,  who.  then,  in  attempting  to  oust  the 
challenger,  received  a  lusty  bunch  of  fives  in  the 
midst  of  the  visage,  bringing  him  to  the  floor. 
Well,  truly,  this  is  not  an  edifying  spectacle. 
Still  if  the  gravamen  be  true  as  alleged,  then 
the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  younger  upon 
the  elder  man  was  slight.  Sir  Graybeard  is  old 
enough  to  have  kept  his  tongue  quiet,  remember- 
ing in  dealing  with  the  gentler  sex — if  not  also 
with  the  more  strenuous  male — that  if  you  can- 
not speak  well,  you  can  at  least  be  silent. 

— We  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  serum  of 
Dr.  Shiley,  handled  commercially  by  the  Mer- 
rill-Hall Co.,  of  Chicago.  We  have  some  of  this 
serum  at  our  command  which  we  will  gladly 
give  to  any  of  our  subscribers  who  will  make 
use  of  same  and  report  results.  We  have  reason 
to  believe,  from  indisputable  evidence,  that  the 
Shiley  serum  is  a  fine  product,  but  have  not,  so 
far,  had  occasion  to  make  us  of  it  clinically. 

- — The  Century  Magazine  has  been  trying  the 
experiment  of  omitting  the  index  from  the  last 
number  of  the  volume ;  but  it  has  announced 
that,  beginning  with  the  October  number,  the 
index  will  be  restored,  because  the  publishers 
have  found  that  so  many  readers  bind  their 
magazines  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  index.  The 
September  issue  was  an  especially  interesting 
number  filled  with  matter  fit  for  all  classes  of 
readers. 

■ — It  is  not  only  meet  and  proper  but  just  that 
we  say  thus  tardily  that  our  ocean  and  Mediter- 
ranean trip  between  New  York  and  Naples  on 
the  Roma,  of  the  Fabre  Line  of  steamships— J. 
Ter  Kuile,  Agt.,  New  York — was  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  perfect  order.  Our  cabins  were 
large,  spacious,  electric  lighted  and  ventilated. 
on  the  upper  deck,  with  an  abundance  of 
promenade  room.  No  fault  could  be  found 
with  the  chef  and  the  dining  room  service  was 
excellent.  Food  was  in  abundance  and  variety 
and  well  prepared.  This  ship  carries  no  second 
cabin  traffic:  hence  all  cabin  passengers  sat 
down  to  the  same  table,  and  had  equal  privileges 
all  over  the  ship.  The  library  found  in  the 
Salon  contained  the  very  latest  of  current  litrea- 
ture.  We  hope  to  travel  by  this  same  line  on 
our  next  tour ;  for  our  1903  use  of  this  Com- 
pany's accommodations  was  satisfactory  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  we  parted  from  its  captain 
and  other  officers  with  sincere  regret. 
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/Medical  proves? 


Therapeutic  Value  of  lodipin. 

Dr.  Alberto  Scrra  reports  his  results  in  the  use 
of  iodipin  in  five  ca  es  of  tertiary  syphilis.  In 
four  cases  the  iodipin  was  given  hypodermically, 
in  the  gluteal  region,  and  in  one  case  it  was  ad- 
ministered per  os.  The  quantity  injected  was  5 
c.c.  the  first  day.  increasing  gradually  to  10  c.c. 
In  one  case,  in  which  twenty-five  injections  \ 
made,  after  the  twentieth  they  were  practiced 
every  other  day.  In  two  cases  eighteen  and 
twenty  injections  were  respectively  made.  In 
one  case,  the  patient  being  anxious  to  leave  the 
hospital,  five  injections  were  made  on  alternate 
days,  with  no  variation  of  the  clinical  results. 

In  the  case  in  which  the  gastric  route  was 
used,  the  patient  had  the  first  day  5  c.c.  of  the 
10  per  cent,  solution,  then  the  dose  was  gradu- 
ally increased  to  15  c.c.  In  all  120  c.c.  were 
taken  in  twelve  days,  always  in  the  morning  on 
an  empty  stomach.  The  patient  (a  woman), 
always  took  her  medicine  willingly.  During  the 
treatment,  either  by  the  mouth  or  hypodermicallv. 
no  hoarseness,  pharyngeal  constriction,  headache, 
gastric  disturbances,  nor  iodic  acne  were  ob- 
served. The  injections  were  always  tolerated 
without  local  reaction,  general  disturbance  or 
pain. 

In  the  four  cases  in  which  the  treatment  was 
completed,  the  total  disappearance  of  the  symp- 
toms was  noted,  with  amelioration  in  the  general 
conditions,  and  the  reacquisition  of  the  strength 
and  aspect  of  good  health.  In  all  of  them  wen 
noted  increase  of  weight,  and  an  increase  of  the 
red  corpuscles  and  of  the  hemoglobin  percentage. 
In  three  cases  the  iodine  was  demonstrated  in 
the  urine  in  from  eight  to  twenty  days  after  the 
treatment. 

The  author  comes  to  the  following  conclusions  : 

(1)  The  iodipin  may  be  administered  both  by 
the  mouth  and  hypodermically,  as  it  does  not 
give  any  aversion  by  the  first  method,  nor  any 
disturbance  by  the  second. 

(2)  It  may  be  used  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
iodides  are  used,  and  especially  in  those  in  which 
the  latter  could  not  be  tolerated. 

(3)  It  does  not  cause  iodism,  even  if  used  in 
large  doses. 

(4)  The  elimination  of  iodine  from  the  urine 
is  very  slow. 

(5)  It  has  a  very  positive  effect  in  tertiary 
syphilis.     The  osseous  forms,  however  are  more 
slow  to  yield  to  its  influence  than  the  subcut 
ous  ones. — Gior.    Intern,  d.  Sc.  Med.,  xxv,  No. 
21. 


Comment  on  Antikamnia  &  Heroin   Tablets. 

I'niler  the  head  of  "Therapeutics,"  the  Medi- 
cal Examiner  contains  the  following  by  Walter 
M.  Fleming,  A.  M.,  M.  D..*  regarding  this  valu- 
able combination:  "  Its  effeel  on  the  respiratory 
organs  is  not  at  all  depressing,  but  primarily  it 
is  stimulating,  which  is  promptly    1  1  by  a 

quietude  which  is  invigorating  and  bracing,  in- 
stead of  depressing  and  followed  by  lassitude. 
It  is  not  inclined  to  affect  the  bowels  by  produc- 
ing constipation,  which  is  one  of  the  prominent 
effects  of  an  opiate,  and  it  is  without  the  un- 
pleasant sequels  which  characterize  the  use  of 
morphine.  It  neither  stupefies  nor  depresses  the 
patient,  hut  yields  all  the  mild  anodyne  results 
without  any  of  the  toxic  or  objectionable  phases. 

"  When  there  is  a  persistent  cough,  a  constant 
'  hacking,'  a  '  tickling  '  or  irritable  membrane,  ac- 
companied with  dyspnoea  and  a  tenacious  mucous, 
the  treatment  indicated  has  no  superior.  In  my 
experience  I  found  one  '  Antikamnia  &  Heroin 
Tablet  '  ever}-  two  or  three  hours,  for  an  adult, 
to  he  the  most  desirable  average  dose.  For  night- 
coughs,  superficial  or  deep-seated,  one  tablet  on 
retiring,  if  allowed  to  dissolve  in  the  mouth,  will 
relieve  promptly,  and  insure  a  good  night's  rest. 
In  short,  it  will  be  found  futile  to  delve  for  a 
more  prompt  and  efficient  remedy  than  '  Anti- 
kamnia &  Heroin  Tablets'  in  all  bronchial  com- 
plications with  laryngeal  irritation,  dyspnoea, 
asthma,  winter-cough  and  general  irritability  of 
the  thoracic  viscera.' 

♦ 

Items  of  Interest. 

— I.  O.  Woodruff  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  who  ex- 
ploit the  famous  Freligh  remedies,  have  several 
very  excellent  specifics — if  there  is  really  a  spe- 
cific in  medicine.  We  have  found  some  remark- 
ably satisfactory  results  in  several  cases  of 
threatened  heart  collapse  from  a  use  of  Freligh's 
heart  drops,  and  in  one  case  of  sub-acute  mania 
resultant  from  imperfect  and  unsuccessful  cli- 
macteric troubles  we  have  had  good  results  from 
Freligh's  tonic;  in  this  latter  case  we  had  well 
studied  our  case  for  three  weeks,  making  use  of 
the  prominently  indicated  remedies,  watching 
and  directing  the  diet,  but  all  without  avail  until 
we  bethought  us  of  the  samples  which  I.  O. 
Woodruff  had  sent  us.  It  was  any  port  in  a 
storm.  And  our  patient  is  better,  with  a  hope 
of  passing  through  her  critical  period  without 
undue  nervous  pressure. 

•  Qualified  Examiner  in   Nervous  and   Mental  Diseases  for 
Supreme  Court,  New  York  City. 


— When  the  menses  are  suppressed  from  ex- 
posure, or  from  colds,  wet  feet,  the  result  of 
emotional  excitement,  or  febrile  conditions,  if 
not  complicated  with  organic  change,  but  by  a 
more  passive  congestion,  aletris  cordial  rio  is  i 
very  reliable  remedy. 

— Some  days  ago  two  little   fellows  of  seven 
and  eight  years  heard  older  people  speaking  of 
skeletons.     The   seven-year-old  boy  listened   in- 
tently to  the  conversation,  when  the  elder  boy, 
with  an  air  of  superior  knowledge,  said  abruptly : 
"  You  don't  know  what  a  skeleton  is,  and  I  do." 
"  So  do  I !  "  replied  the  younger.    "  I  do  know. 
I  know   for  certain,   I   do!" 
"  Well,  now,  what  is  it?  " 
"  It's  bones  with  the  people  off !  " 

— Celerina  and  aletris  cordial  rio,  equal  parts, 
teaspoonful  every  four  hours,  is  a  most  efficient 
remedy  for  amenorrhea. 

— "  The  last  time  I  saw  Phamley  was  ten  years 
ago,"  said  the  returned  native.  "  He  had  one 
child  then.     Any  additions  since?" 

"  Additions  ? "  exclaimed  the  stay-at-home. 
"  Huh !  it's  past  that.  It's  more  like  multipli- 
cation now." 

— The  Pulvola  Chemical  Company,  of  New 
York,  has  sent  us  a  very  pretty  little  powder- 
blower  possessing  the  distinct  practical  merit  of 
being  usable  with  one  hand  only.  All  the  other 
kinds  we  have  ever  used,  required  two  hands 
which  is  frequently  very  awkward.  This  Com- 
pany also  exploits  the  Dolomol  products,  one  of 
which,  the  Dolomol-Ichthyol,  is  a  pleasant  sub- 
stitute for  the  usual  run  of  dusting  powders 
found  in  surgeons'  offices.  It  is  soft  and  mild, 
yet  withal  septic  and  healing.  We  have  latterly 
been  using  it  in  an  open  (cut)  wound  and  find 
it  most  grateful  and  healing  to  the  granulating 
surfaces. 

— Some  patients  exhibit  their  gratitude  to  their 
medical  attendants  in  curious  ways.  A  healed 
West  Indian  planter  in  the  excess  of  his  joy 
threw  a  nightcap  containing  a  thousand  guineas 
at  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  narrowly  escaped 
serious  injury.  A  duke  made  pretense  of  quar- 
reling with  his  physician  over  a  very  modest  bill, 
and  at  parting  slipped  into  the  hand  of  the  as- 
tonished doctor  a  check  for  ten  times  the  amount 
of  his  charge.  A  notoriously  eccentric  nobleman, 
after  being  cured  of  a  dangerous  abscess,  pre- 
sented the  surgeon  with  a  penny  wrapped  in  a 
check  for  $7500. 

— The  "  Big  Four  "  Railway  is  still  carrying 
its  quota  of  passengers  to  the  St.  Louis  Pike  and 
other-some  attractions,  on  that  immense  tract  of 
Fair  ground,  and  doing  it  comfortably,  rapidly, 
and  safely.  If  you  have  not  yet  gone  to  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition — the  man  who 
invented  that  title  ought  to  get  ten  days  and 
costs — you  ought  not  to  neglect  it.     This  is  the 


last  call  for  the  Fair.  After  this  month  you  will 
be  eternally  sorry  for  not  having  gone.  And 
equally  so  for  not  having  made  use  of  the  "  Big 
Four  "  Railway  to  that  point. 

— One  of  the  cleverest  and  most  apropos  skits 
anent  dyspepsia  which  has  recently  fallen  under 
our  editorial  eye,  is  the  following: 

"  THE    DOCTOR'S    DIGESTION. 

"  It  was  probably  a  period  of  ventral  vicissi- 
tude or  torminal  torture  that  induced  that  dys- 
peptic old  pessimist,  Carlyle.  to  define  man  as 
'  a  more  or  less  imperfect  digestive  apparatus, 
surrounded  by  clothes.'  In  the  absence  of  in- 
formation to  the  contrary,  we  take  it  that  the 
doctor's  digestion  is  much  like  that  of  ordinary 
mortals  and  that  he  is  not  entirely  exempt  from 
those  internal  dissensions  which  were  wont  to 
afflict  the  cynical  old  philosopher.  In  any  event, 
the  highly  developed  social  instincts  of  the 
physician  not  infrequently  led  him  to  indulge  in 
the  luscious  lobster,  the  gay  and  gregarious 
'  Welsh  Rabbit  '  and  other  equally  delicious  but 
dyspeptic  delicacies,  when  attending  dinners, 
banquets,  after-theater  suppers,  etc.  As  a  result, 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  doctor  to  become 
personally  familiar  with  that  unpleasant  sensa- 
tion of  weight  and  distention  which  even  the 
loosening  of  the  trouser  band  fails  to  relieve. 

"  Since  Lactopeptine  Tablets  were  first  placed 
on  the  market,  we  have  received  many  letters 
from  physicians  commending  them  as  '  after- 
dinner  tablets.'  Two  or  three  of  these  palatable, 
pineapple-flavored  tablets,  taken  immediately 
after  eating,  serve,  in  many  instances,  to  prevent 
the  unpleasant  '  full  feeling '  referred  to,  or 
relieve  it  when  present.  We  know  of  no  better 
way  to  persuade  physicians  of  the  digestive 
potency  of  Lactopeptine  Tablets  than  to  induce 
them  to  personally  test  them  as  '  after-dinner 
tablets,''  and  to  this  end  we  request  the  profes- 
sional reader  to  apply  for  a  liberal  sample  for 
personal  use."- — The  N.  Y.  Pharmacal  Assn.,. 
Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

■ — One  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  engage- 
ment of  the  new  players  for  the  Proctor  stock 
companies  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Theater  has  been 
a  marked  and  notable  elevation  of  the  standard 
set  for  these  productions.  It  has  always  been  a 
part  of  the  Proctor  plan  to  give  the  best  per- 
formance possible,  and  ever  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  stock  companies  the  productions  have 
equaled  those  of  any  stock  in  the  country.  But 
with  the  engagement  of  Edwin  Arden  and  other 
famous  players  as  members  of  the  company  it  has 
been  found  possible  to  obtain  plays  from  sources 
hitherto  closed  to  all  stock  company  managers, 
and  many  manuscripts  have  been  turned  over  to 
the  Proctor  direction  which  would  not  be  en- 
trusted to  other  companies.  Mr.  Arden  and 
other  newcomers  are  guarantees  that  the  pieces 
will  be  given  witli  the  ^ame  care  and  finish  as 
marked  their  original  presentations. 
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VVM.    HOERICKE,    M.  D., 
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WHY  DO  PEOPLE  PREFER  QUACKERY  TO  US? 

rPlIE  answer  lies  in  the  discredit  of  therapeutics 
A  at  the  present  day.  Very  largely  this  comes 
from  ourselves.  Contemptuous  expressions  in 
regard  to  drug  medication,  uttered  by  alleged 
leaders  in  the  profession,  are  bandied  about, 
quoted  with  relish,  repeated  with  endless  variety 
by  men  who  think  because  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  said  a  lie  smartly,  they  may  gain  applause 
by  saying  the  same  thing  over  in  different  words. 
The  fact  is,  whatever  Holmes  may  have  been  as 
an  anatomist,  there  is  little  evidence  extant  that  he 
knew  nothing  whatever  about  the  therapeutics 
he  was  fond  of  decrying.     The  fact  that  he  did 


not  know  enough  to  prescribe  for  asthma,  but  had 
to  recommend  a  patent  nostrum,  fairly  gauges  his 
proficiency  in  this  line. —  Exchange. 

[Does  this  arrow  penetrate  our  corpus  homeo- 
pathicus?  With  the  discredit  placed  upon  our 
provings  in  the  pulpit  and  out,  by  those  who  are 
quoted  as  examples:  with  the  constant  addition 
in  our  schools  of  modern  tablets  for  almost  every 
known  disorder;  and  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  knife  for  what  is  left — how  can  we,  as  intel- 
ligent homeopaths,  expect  the  dear  people  to  have 
faith  in  us  and  our  remedies?] 


WE  note  with  sincere  regret  and  deepest  sor- 
row the  death  of  that  Noblest  Roman  of 
them  all — Dr.  Robert  E.  Dudgeon  of  London. 
Truly  in  his  demise  there  disappeared  a  Titan, 
i  me  of  the  few  remaining  great  men  of  the  homeo- 
pathic profession.  With  Dr.  Richard  Hughes  he 
formed  a  powerful  combination  of  homeopathy 
and  erudition.  These  two  were  for  a  generation, 
if  not  longer,  the  master-minds  of  English,  and, 
indeed,  also  of  American  Homeopathy.  For 
there  are,  even  at  this  day  of  improved  and 
modernized  Homeopathy,  but  few  libraries  which 
do  not  contain  Dudgeon's  homeopathic  transla- 
tions, and  Hughes'  masterful  books.  Dr.  Dud- 
geon was  eighty-four  years  old  and  until  quite 
recently  seemed  in  the  very  prime  of  life  and 
enjoyment.  It  was  our  special  great  pleasure 
and  honor  to  have  known  this  homeopathic-  giant 
personally;  to  have  met  and  conversed  with  him 
each  time  of  our  European  visits.  Our  best 
meeting  was  at  the  banquet  of  the  French  Homeo- 
pathic Society  in  1900,  on  the  occasion  of  tthe 
unveiling  of  the  Cartier-Simon  monument  to 
I  lahnemann  in  Pere  la  Chaise.  At  that  banquet 
Dr.  Dudgeon  sat  opposite  us  and  told  the  story 
of  his  balloon  .-c-cension  on  the  preceding  day 
with  one  of  the  Russian  brethren.  It  was  humor- 
ous and  told  in  Dudgeon's  inimitably  droll  way, 
interspersed  "with    his   catchy    little    laugh.      He 

iyed  his  cigar  and  the  other  good  things  like 
an\  other  of  the  youngsters,  at  that  creaking  and 
merry   hoard.      And   so   they    fall    in    life's   battle, 

by  one,  these  wonderfully  great  men.  And 
their  works  do  live  after  them. 
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Tke   Systemic   Remedy  ii\   Diseases   of   Women. 


BY   LEWIS   P.   CRUTCHER,   M.  D.,  KANSAS  CITY. 


The  homeopathic  profession  has  progressed 
most  satisfactorily  along  certain  lines  during  the 
past  years,  but  we  do  well  not  to  boast  too  loudly 
of  this  fact  lest  we  be  reminded  that  this  progress 
has  been  attended  by  marked  retrogression  along 
other  lines. 

Our  progress  is  evident  in  the  number  of 
practitioners,  schools,  journals,  hospitals,  and 
other  manifestations  of  organized  effort. 

Candor  calls  for  the  statement  that  retrogres- 
sion is  to  be  found  linked  with  all  of  these  be- 
cause associated  with  them  are  the  unmistakable 
evidences  of  gross  indifference  to  the  principles 
underlying  our  system  of  medicine,  and  nowhere 
is  this  more  manifest  than  in  our  treatment  of  the 
so-called  diseases  of  women. 

The  intention  here  is  not  harshly  to  criticise  the 
present-day  gynecologist  but  rather,  if  possible, 
gently  to  persuade  him  toward  a  closer  adherence 
to  those  great  principles  that  offer  so  much  to 
suffering  womanhood. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  great  majority  of 
the  diseases  of  women  resemble  very  closely  the 
diseases  of  men,  except  where  the  sexual  sphere 
is  involved  and  when  we  know  the  marvelous 
power  of  the  homeopathic  remedy  in  these  sexual 
conditions,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  new  school  of 
medicine  ever  tolerated  for  one  moment  the  crea- 
tion of  the  specialist  with  an  eye  single  to  these 
organs. 

The  woman  suffers  headache  or  indigestion  or 
rheumatism  and  we  rely  upon  the  homeopathic 
remedy  for  her  cure.  When  she  presents  herself 
for  the  treatment  of  one  of  these  conditions  if  we 
know  our  business,  we  take  the  case  and  prescribe 
the  simillimum.  If  on  the  other  hand,  she  have 
a  pelvic  disorder  or  disease,  instead  of  our  taking 
the  case,  she  takes  the  chair,  and  the  woman  no 
longer  enters  into  the  equation.  It  is  here  indeed, 
that  we  discard  the  great  similia  similibus 
curantur  for  the  more  modern  similia  similibus 
curette-her. 

The  evident  reason  for  this  betrayal  of  our 
Law,  is  that  we  err  in  declaring  that  it  is  a 
diseased  uterus  in  the  woman  when  in  fact  it  is 
a  woman  diseased  in  ber  uterus,  and  this  error 
becomes  no  less  terrible  from  the  consciousness 

*  Read  before  the   Missouri  Valley   Homeopathic   Medical 
Association,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  5,  1904. 


that  of  it  is  born  dexterity  with  the  speculum  and 
light-fingerednesswith  palliative  medicinal,  topical 
applications.  One  of  the  most  common  excuses 
for  failure  to  apply  the  systemic  homeopathic 
remedy  in  diseases  of  women  is  that  "  women 
want  to  take  the  chair."  In  the  name  of  truth 
and  in  defense  of  womanhood  let  us  say  that  they 
do  not  want  it,  but  simply  expect  it.  Tbe  mealy- 
mouthed  moderner  in  medicine  may  find  evidence 
of  "  fogyism  "  in  these  words,  but  so  long  as 
they  do  not  suggest  alcoholized  ovaries  or  be- 
trayal of  professed  principles,  his  innocent  find- 
ing will  do  no  harm.  However,  if  a  plea  for  the 
systemic  remedy  be  fogyism,  it  is  but  the  fogyism 
of  the  Fathers  in  homeopathy  who  performed 
brilliant  cures  in  women  with  the  similar,  sys- 
temic remedy,  whether  those  women  were  dis- 
eased in  their  pelvic  organs  or  elsewhere. 

But  lest  there  be  already  a  slight  breach  of  the 
promise  to  abstain  from  harsh  criticism  you  are 
asked  to  ponder  the  statement  that  the  systemic 
remedy,  homeopathically  prescribed  in  diseases 
of  women,  will  cure  quickly  and  permanently  all 
curable  cases,  else  our  standard  similia  similibus 
curantur  is  utterly  and  awfully  false. 

1 115  Grand  Avenue. 


Santonine  as  an  Anthelmintic. 

For  a  year  past,  says  Dr.  E.  R.  Paine,  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  santonine  for  the  de- 
struction and  expulsion  of  the  common  round 
worm. 

I  usually  give  it  in  doses  of  from  one  to  one 
and  a  half  grains,  three  times  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  it  very  rarely  fails  to  correct  all  the 
"  worm  symptoms,"  and  usually  the  parasites  are 
expelled. 


Yellow  Su/phuret  of  Mercury  in  Croup. 

I  have  never  yet  found  an  article  which  will  so 
invariably  and  promptly  relieve  the  various  forms 
of  croup  as  this. 

I  have  usually  given  it  in  doses  of  one  grain 
of  the  first  trituration,  commencing  as  soon  as 
the  metallic  cough  is  observed,  and  repeating  it, 
from  every  half  an  hour  to  two  hours,  according 
to  the  violence  of  the  symptoms.  After  the  ur- 
gency of  the  first  attack  is  sufficiently  mitigated, 
I  resort  to  spongia,  hepar,  and  other  remedies  of 
our  school,  as  they  may  be  indicated. 
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Nuclein. 

BY    MALCOLM    E.    DOUGLASS.     M.     D. 

Nuclein  is  the  ultimate  basic  principle  of  strum 
therapy.  From  the  perplexing  mass  of  literature 
regarding'  serums  and  scrum  therapy,  the  fact, 
from  a  therapeutical  point,  is  unquestioned,  that 
nuclein  is  the  basic  principle  in  them  all. 

From  various  experiments  made  by  numbers  of 
physicians,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  nuclein 
is  a  powerful  systemic  upbuilder.  Nuclein  is 
often  obtained  from  the  egg,  the  spleen,  the 
thyroid  gland,  and  other  portions  of  the  animal 
economy,  but  it  is  far  better  to  procure  it  from 
live  cereal  germs,  as  there  is  greater  uniformity  in 
the  product,  and  much  less  danger  from  de- 
composition. 

When  administered  hypodermically,  nuclein 
promptly  produces  a  rapid  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  leucocytes;  this  increase  varies  somewhat 
with  the  subject  ami  the  disease  from  which  he 
suffers,  but  in  all  cases  there  is  a  most  decided 
augmentation.  The  polynuclear  cells  are  partic- 
ularly affected.  These  cells  are  the  most  active 
of  the  phagocytes.  That  the  bactericidal  power 
of  the  blood  serum  when  free  from  corpuscular 
elements  is  due  to  nuclein  can  hardly  be  ques- 
tioned;  this   nuclein   is   found   free   in   the   bl 1 

and  is  supposed  to  be  secreted  by  the  leucocytes. 
The  administration  of  nuclein  has  been  shown  to 
increase  this  bactericidal  power  of  the  blood  many 
fold.  The  effect  of  a  dose  passes  away  in  from 
thirty  to  forty-eight  hours,  hence  the  necessity 
of  continuous  administration.  Care,  however, 
should  be  exercised  not  to  overwork  and  there- 
fore exhaust  the  cells.  In  some  cases  the  exhibi- 
tion of  large  doses  at  longer  intervals  is  better 
than  the  continuous  use  of  the  smaller  quantities. 

When  the  system  becomes  so  depleted  by 
disease  and  the  presence  of  moribid  germs  that 
cell  repair  is  hindered  or  stopped  altogether,  we 
are  face  to  face  with  a  condition  that  has  baffled 
science  throughout  the  history  of  intelligent  medi- 
cation. By  the  proper  use  of  nuclein  we  are 
enabled  to  so  stimulate  cell-formation  and  phag  •- 
cytosis  that  the  materies  morbi  are  surrounded, 
consumed  and  thrown  out  of  the  body  as  v 
while  at  the  same  time  the  normal  restoration 
-  on. 

In  all  cases  of  infection  of  the  system  as  well 
as  in  all  anaemic  and  chronic  conditions  I  have 
found  nuclein  extremely  valuable.  In  phthisis  its 
employment  is  followed  by  a  prompt  fall  in  the 


temperature  and  a  general  amelioration  of  all 
symptoms.  Indolent  ulcers  take  on  a  new  aspect 
and  as  granulation  progresses  normally  and 
rapidly,  are  soon  healed.  In  typhoid,  and  other 
disease^  where  marked  deficiency  of  leucocvtic 
action  is  evident  it  is  an  invaluable  adjunct  to  all 
treatments.  In  all  faulty  cell-repair  this  agent 
should  be  freely  used.  This  would  embrace  all 
conditions  of  lowered  vitality,  the  acute  infec- 
tions, such  as  diphtheria,  tonsilitis,  and  all  the 
exanthema,  etc. 

\\  hen  administered  in  doses  of  from  two  I 
drops  of  the  medicinal  solution  it  soon  caus< 
feeling  of  stimulation  and  well-being, and  on  more 
than  one  occasion  T  have  seen  improv.  How 

the  very  first  dose. 

\s  a  non-toxic  antiseptic  and  artificial  substi- 
tute for  Nature's  product  it  restores  and  main- 
tains a  normal  equilibrium  in  assimilation  and 
finally  by  stimulation  makes  the  cells  work. 

Administration,  Hypodermic  Injection. — In 
giving  nuclein  hypodermically  it  is  imperatively  # 
necessary  that  not  only  shall  the  syringe  and 
needle  be  sterile  but  that  the  skin  itself  shall  be 
surgically  clean.  The  most  satisfactory  plan  to 
follow  is  this :  Use  only  a  solid  metal  or  glass 
syringe.  The  whole  syringe  should  either  be 
soaked  in  alcohol  or  boiled  for  a  few  moments. 
While  this  is  being  done  the  skin  over  site  of 
puncture  should  be  washed  with  ethereal  soap  or 
plain  soap  and  water  and  then  sponged  off  with 
alcohol  or  ether.  Now,  with  a  five  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  go  over  the  spot  again  and 
finally  dry  with  sterile  absorbent  cotton.  Cover 
the  area  with  a  wad  of  this  while  getting  readv 
to  inject. 

Having  wiped  off  the  syringe  with  sterile  cot- 
ton, draw  up  the  amount  of  nuclein  you  propose 
to  inject  from  the  bottle  direct,  and  if  for  consti- 
tutional effect  add  at  least  an  equal  quantity  of 
distilled  water,  but  if  for  local — as  in  cancer,  etc., 
inject  pure. 

that  the  fluid  is  well  up  to  the  point  of 
needle  before  injecting  and  after  ejecting  a  drop 
wipe  off  the  needle  with  cotton  soaked  in  alcohol*. 
and  with  a  firm  hand  push  it  well  home  under  the 
skin.  Inject  the  nuclein  slowly,  withdraw  the 
needle,  and  seal  the  puncture  with  a  touch  of 
collodion. 

If  these  measures  are  taken  you  will  never  have 
the  chill  or  Hushing  which  some  physicians  claim 
follows  the  injection  of  nuclein.  This  simply 
means  that  some  septic  matter  was  injected  with 
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the  nuclein,  a^d  as  some  of  the  preparations  are 
from  animal  matter  it  is  easy  to  see  how  a  mild 
septicaemia  can  follow  the  use,  without  aseptic 
precautions,  of  such  a  nuclein  solution. 

I  prefer  the  preparation  made  by  the  Abbott 
Chemical  Company. 

The  Dose  of  Nuclein  per  Os. — There  is  some- 
thing in  the  manner  of  exhibition.  When  a  rapid 
and  marked  leucocytosis  is  desired  the  dose 
should  be  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  and  re- 
peated every  three  or  four  hours.  If,  however, 
the  general  tonic  and  restraining  effect  of  nuclein 
is  desired  the  dose  should  be  small,  five  drops 
being  the  maximum — and  this  should  be  given 
not  oftener  than  three  times  or  better  twice  a  day. 
One  thing  has  been  proved  by  experience  and 
that  is  that  nuclein  should  not  be  taken  within  an 
hour  of  eating.  The  best  time  is  when  the 
stomach  is  most  nearly  empty,  as  absorption  is 
more  rapid  and  complete,  and  there  is  not  the 
probability  of  chemical  change  taking  place. 
When  the  digestive  function  is  active  there  is  an 
undoubted  loss  of  effect.  I  have  used  success- 
fully, nuclein  in  the  following  conditions.  The 
remedy  does  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  any 
other  line  of  treatment  thought  necessary.  Prob- 
ably the  greatest  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from 
nuclein  in  the  treatment  of : 

Anccmia. — Here  the  dose  must  be  reasonably 
small.  If  administered  in  five  to  ten  drop  doses, 
two  or  even  three  times  a  day,  there  is  a  rapid 
increase  in  the  red  blood  corpuscles,  but  if  larger 
doses  are  taken  and  oftener,  and  continued  for 
some  time,  then  there  is  almost  as  rapid  decrease. 

Bronchitis  responds  quickly  to  nuclein  medica- 
tion.    In  : 

Broncho-pneumonia  the  dose  should  be  largej 
ten  or  twenty  drops  given  hypodermically  every 
four  or  six  hours. 

Cancer. — Nuclein  in  many  instances  has 
brought  about  a  marked  improvement,  and  when 
combined  with  condurangin  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  reliable  remedies  that  we  possess.  Full 
dosage — preferably  hypodermically — for  a  pro- 
longed period,  and  in  the  periphery  of  the  growth, 
gives  best  results.  The  condurangin  should  be 
applied  externally. 

Diphtheria. — In  this  dread  destroyer  of  the 
little  ones,  nuclein  is  of  great  benefit.  The  solu- 
tion should  be  injected  promptly  in  fifteen  or 
thirty-drop  doses,  repeating  every  six  or  eight 
hours  for  the  first  two  or  three  days ;  after  that  it 
is  safe  to  continue  the  medicine  per  os.     Peroxide 


of  hydrogen  must  be  used  freely  and  usually  pure, 
the  fauces  and  nasal  passages  being  flushed  with 
it  constantly. 

Eczema  and  nearly  all  skin  diseases  are  the  out- 
ward manifestation  of  a  general  bodily  dyscrasia 
and  nuclein  will  prove  of  great  benefit.  There 
are  but  few  forms  of  skin  disease  which  will  not 
yield  sooner  or  later  to  thorough  and  continuous 
elimination,  blood-building  and  an  aseptic  bowel. 

Exanthemata. — In  all  the  eruptive  diseases  the 
administration  of  nuclein  is  of  great  benefit.  It 
may  be  employed  in  connection  with  other  treat- 
ment. The  one  point  that  needs  attention  is  the 
dosage.  The  small  dose,  per  os,  in  the  early 
stages,  once  or  twice  daily,  and  in  latter  stages  of 
a  severe  or  badly-treated  case  full  doses  hypo- 
dermically give  best  results. 

Fever. — If  there  be  one  symptom  met  by  the 
doctor  which,  more  than  another,  calls  for  prompt 
suppression,  it  is  fever.  If  we  reduce  the  fever 
by  some  one  of  the  coal-tar  derivatives  we  inter- 
fere with  elimination,  seriously  impair  the  oxy- 
genation of  the  blood,  and  thus  reduce  vitality  at 
the  very  time  when  it  is  most  needed. 

The  better  treatment  is  to  administer  one  of  the 
arterial  sedatives,  aconite,  gelsemium  or  vera- 
trum,  in  small,  frequently-repeated  doses.  To 
enable  the  blood  to  successfully  cope  with  the 
invading  germ  or  its  toxins,  nuclein  is  necessary, 
and  to  get  the  best  results  in  the  quickest  possible 
time  it  should  first  be  given  hypodermically  and 
later,  as  the  disorder  lessens,  per  os.  Given  in 
moderate  dose  nuclein  promotes  oxidation,  favors 
the  elimination  of  waste  and  all  deleterious  pro- 
ducts and,  finally,  and  most  important  of  all. 
stimulates  the  phagocytes  and  enables  them  to 
surround  and  destroy  the  invader. 

Phthisis. — Be  the  general  treatment  what  it 
may,  there  is  only  one  remedy  which  can  possiblv 
restore  cell-activity  and  that  is  nuclein.  The 
dose  should  be  carefully  gauged ;  five  drops  every 
day  will  do  at  first,  but  this  should  be  gradually 
increased  as  necessity  may  arise. 

The  best  effects  have  been  obtained  from  daily 
hypodermic  exhibitions.  At  the  same  time  judi- 
ciously force  feeding,  and  deep  breathing. 

Tonsilitis  and  Quinsy  have  been  cured  so 
quickly  by  the  use  of  nuclein  that  I  consider  it 
almost  a  specific  in  thoose  diseases.     In : 

Septiccemia  nuclein  gives  the  most  brilliant 
results. 


Commence   whooping-cough  case   either   with 
Pulsatilla  or  carbo  veg. 
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Colica  Mucosa,  or  Pseudo-Membranous  Entero- 
colitis.'" 

BY    A.    SPEIRS-ALEXANDER,    M.D. 
{Concluded  from  page  -?//.) 

Treatment. — I  will  allude  to  certain  conclu- 
sions that  have  been  arrived  at  by  more  than  one 
member  of  this  society  as  to  an  analogy  between 
the  action  of  the  antitoxins  employed  in  serum- 
therapy  and  that  of  the  homeopathic  simillimum 
in  a  given  case  of  disease.  It  has  been  suggested 
that,  just  as  the  artificially  introduced  serum  an- 
tidotes the  toxin  causing  the  morbid  condition,  so 
the  homeopathic  simillimum  stimulates  the  body- 
cells  themselves  to  manufacture  an  antitoxin 
which  neutralizes  the  toxin  of  the  given  disease. 

Now,  if  this  exceedingly  ingenious  theory  be 
correct,  it  follows  that  antitoxins  can  be  efficienl 
solely  in  those  diseases  definitely  known  to  be  the 
product  of  toxins  in  the  blood,  for,  if  there  be 
no  toxin,  then  no  antitoxin  can  be  required  to 
counteract  it. 

Thus,  if  the  modus  operandi  of  the  simillimum 
be  simply  to  aid  the  patient  to  produce  an  anti- 
toxin, the  sphere  of  homeo-thcrapy  must  neces- 
sarily be  restricted  to  those  ailments  that  can  be 
traced  to  a  toxic  origin.  We  know,  however, 
from  clinical  experience,  that  a  large  number  of 
diseases  which  have  never,  at  least,  been  shown 
to  be  toxic  do  yield  to  such  treatment,  and  it 
therefore  appears  to  me  that  the  theory  above 
alluded  to,  being-  but  partially  applicable,  cannot 
be  accepted  as  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
action  of  the  homeopathic  remedy.  Were  it  the 
true  explanation,  the  disease  now  under  consid- 
eration would  have  to  be  excluded  from  home- 
opathic treatment  altogether,  for  all  the  data  we 
possess  as  to  its  etiology  and  pathology  point  to 
a  neurotic  and  not  to  a  toxic  origin. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  it  ever  be  demonstrated 
that  all  neuroses  are  themselves  induced  by  tox- 
ins, then  the  hypothesis  that  the  latter  are  over- 
come by  antitoxins  automatically  manufactured 
in  response  to  the  simillimum  would,  of  course, 
hold  good.  But  it  remains  true  that  the  old  and 
well-tried  rule  that  the  totality  of  the  symptoms 
constitutes  "the  outwardly  reflected  image  of 
the  inner  nature  of  the  disease  "  has  survived  all 
the  changing  pathological  theories  of  the  last  cen- 
tury as  a  guide  to  drug  selection,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  as  reliable  a  guide  in  the  future  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past. 

We  may  then  apply  the  rule  to  the  treatment 

*  Read    before  the  British    Homeopathic  Medical   Soi 


of  colica  mucosa  with  as  much  confidence  as  to 

any  other  disease,  be  it  toxic  or  be  it  neurotic. 

In  the  endeavor  to  discover  the  appropriate 
remedy  for  each  case  that  may  present  itself  we 
should  then  take  into  consideration,  not  only  the 
intestinal  aspect,  expressing  itself  in  constipa- 
tion, pain,  and  discharge  of  mucus,  but  also  the 
psychological  condition  of  the  patient,  together 
with  all  manifestations  referable  to  the  n< 
system. 

Again,  treatment  will  have  to  he  adapted  both 
to  the  acute  paroxysms  of  the  disease  and  to  the 
chronic  symptoms  of  the  intervals  between  these. 
I  ocal  measures,  for  the  alleviation  of  pain,  for 
the  dislodgment  of  scybala  and  mucus,  and  the 
cleansing  of  the  bowel  will  also  demand  atten- 
tion, and  finally  the  question  of  diet  will  be  found 
one  of  the  most  important  of  all  considerations. 

I'lll     M  VNAGEMENT  OF  THE   PAROXYSM. —  Here 

the  indications  are  the  relief  of  pain  and  the 
speedy  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  The  pain,  as 
already  stated,  may  be  very  severe,  demanding 
active  measures  for  its  alleviation.  This  object 
may  be  obtained  by  the  application  of  fomenta- 
tions or  light  poultices  to  the  abdomen,  and  bv 
internal  medication.  The  remedies  that  are  most 
likely  to  be  serviceable  during  this  stage  are  as 
follows:  colocynth,  chamon.,  plumbum,  lycopo- 
dium,  dioscorea,  and  magnes.  phos.  The  symp- 
tomatology of  these  drugs  is  doubtless  familiar 
to  all,  and  need  hardly  be  repeated  here.  The 
symptoms  of  the  individual  case  will,  of  course, 
guide  to  the  selection  of  the  most  appropriate 
remedy.  Should  these  means  be  insufficient  it 
may  be  necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the  patient, 
in  administer  a  sedative,  either  hypodermically 
or  in  suppository  form,  and  this  is  indeed  the 
routine  treatment  in  the  old  school. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  matter,  however, 
is  to  clear  out  the  intestinal  canal  as  rapidl; 
possible,  as  when  this  has  been  accomplished  pain 
subsides  almost  immediately.  There  is  probably 
an  accumulation  of  scybala  and  masses  of  mem- 
branous mucus.  To  dislodge  them  it  is  b 
give  first  an  injection  of  olive  oil.  introduced  by 
means  of  a  soft  catheter  as  high  up  as  possible. 
This  should  he  allowed  to  remain  for  several 
hours,  and  be  followed  by  an  enema  of  warm 
water,  which  will  wash  out  the  softened  contents 
of  the  bowel.  If  a  sedative  has  been  given  this 
proceeding  will  be  painless,  but  if  not,  the  in- 
jection may  cause  spasmodic  contractions  oi  the 
bowel    and    severe    pain.      For    this    reason    it    is 
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best,  in  the  management  of  the  acute  paroxysm, 
to  administer  an  opiate  in  some  form.  The 
enema  should  be  repeated  if  the  first  be  not  suf- 
ficient to  clear  the  bowel  of  faecal  matter,  as  well 
as  of  mucus. 

The  Chronic  Condition. — Here  the  physi- 
cian's aim  should  be,  in  the  first  place,  to  restore, 
if  possible,  the  patient's  lost  or  enfeebled  nerve- 
tone,  and  to  improve  the  motor  power  of  the  in- 
testines. For  these  purposes  we  have  various 
resources,  both  medicinal  and  accessory,  at  our 
disposal.  Both  have  an  important  role  to  fulfill 
— the  former  in  correcting-  the  constitutional  or 
diathetic  error  lying  at  the  root  of  the  disorder, 
and  the  latter  in  aiding  to  overcome  the  effects 
of  that  error. 

It  may  be  appropriate  here  to  enumerate  the 
drugs  most  likely  to  be  useful  from  the  home- 
opathic standpoint,  constituting,  as  they  do,  the 
chief  difference  between  our  treatment  of  this 
ailment  and  that  of  the  other  school.  The  acces- 
sory measures  are  common  to  both. 

The  decision  as  to  the  appropriate  remedy  to 
be  given  will  rest,  as  in  all  other  cases,  on  the 
symptom-picture  presented  by  each  individual 
patient;  not  only  in  relation  to  the  intestinal  de- 
fect, but  also  with  regard  to  his  or  her  condition 
generally,  and  in  particular  to  the  nervous  sys- 
tem. 

The  most  frequently  indicated  remedies  are  as 
follows : 

Graphites. — One  of  the  few  drugs  whose  path- 
ogenesis corresponds  most  closely  with  the  intes- 
tinal symptoms  of  colica  mucosa.  Its  stools  are 
hard  and  lumpy,  glued  together  by  sticky  slime, 
and  accompanied  by  the  discharge  of  mucus  in 
shreds.  The  bowels  are  exceedingly  inactive, 
and  there  may  be  a  sense  of  weight  or  uneasiness 
in  the  abdomen.  Other  symptoms  which  might 
confirm  its  selection  would  be  dry  or  glutinous 
skin  eruptions,  delayed  menses,  induration  of 
the  ovaries,  and  in  the  mental  or  nervous  sphere, 
anxiety,  apprehensiveness,  and  depression  of 
spirits. 

On  account  of  the  latter  tendencies,  in  con- 
junction with  the  typical  intestinal  condition,  I 
prescribed  this  drug,  with  some  apparent  suc- 
cess, for  a  lady  who  consulted  me  on  May  19, 
1903.  I  had  attended  her  from  time  to  time  for 
a  good  many  years  previously,  and  had  always, 
in  treating  her,  had  to  reckon  with  her  intensely 
neurotic  character.  Thus,  about  three  years  be- 
fore this  time,  she  had  asked  for  advice  on  ac- 


count of  a  mitral  bruit,  for  which  she  had  been 
refused  by  an  insurance  company.  She  also,  at 
that  time,  complained  of  severe  cutting  and  stab- 
bing pains  in  the  cardiac  region,  and,  believing 
that  the  condition  was  a  neurosis,  I  prescribed 
spigelia,  after  a  course  of  which  the  pain  sub- 
sided and  the  bruit  cleared  up  entirely.  Another 
circumstance  in  the  previous  history  of  the  pa- 
tient may  be  worth  recording,  though  what  bear- 
ing it  may  have  had  on  her  subsequent  illness  I 
am  not  prepared  to  explain  satisfactorily.  To- 
wards the  close  of  1901  a  small  tumor  developed 
in  the  left  breast.  For  this  she  was  seen  by 
Mr.  Knox  Shaw,  who  diagnosed  it  as  a  cyst  and 
advised  removal.  In  the  early  spring  of  1902 
operation  was  decided  upon,  but  hardly  had 
anaesthesia  begun,  when  she  collapsed  so  pro- 
foundly that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
that  animation  could  be  restored,  and  the  opera- 
tion had  therefore  to  be  abandoned.  Soon  after 
this  the  symptoms  of  colica  mucosa  set  in.  and 
had  continued  up  to  the  date  on  which  she  ap- 
plied for  advice.  Strange  to  say,  the  mammary 
tumor  had  meantime  been  steadily  diminishing 
and  nothing  but  an  almost  impalpable  knot  could 
be  made  out.  Graphites  12  was  given  internally, 
and  locally  a  high  injection  of  hydrastis  0  at 
bedtime,  with  an  enema  of  normal  saline  solu- 
tion in  the  morning.  A  somewhat  liberal  diet 
was  allowed,  only  restricted  as  to  those  fibrous 
vegetables  that  are  known  to  be  difficult  of  diges- 
tion by  patients  thus  affected,  moderate  exercise, 
and  plenty  of  fresh  air  being  at  the  same  time 
enjoined.  The  patient  was  thereafter  watched 
by  Dr.  P.  Wilmot  of  Plymouth,  who  kept  a  care- 
ful record  of  her  case  till  the  following  October. 
Without  going  into  particulars,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  our  present  purpose  to  say  that  under 
this  regime  she  soon  felt  much  better  than  for 
many  months  before ;  the  bowels  acted  in  re- 
sponse to  the  douching,  and  sometimes  inde- 
pendently of  it.  while  only  on  a  few  occasions 
was  there  any  evacuation  of  mucus.  Now,  how- 
ever, comes  the  phenomenal  part  of  her  case.  In 
October,  1903,  all  the  intestinal  symptoms  sud- 
denly disappeared,  the  bowels  began  to  act  spon- 
taneously, pain  ceased,  and  no  more  mucus  was 
discharged.  But,  as  this  morbid  condition 
passed  away,  the  tumor  in  the  breast  once  more 
showed  itself,  and  though  growing  very  slowly, 
yet  since  then  it  has  been  increasing  in  size,  and 
may  have  ultimately  to  be  dealt  with  surgically. 
Whether  the  shock  to  the  nervous  system,  con- 
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sequent  on  the  collapse  under  chloroform,  had 
anything  to  do  with  inducing  the  colica  mucosa, 
during  the  continuance  of  which  the  mammary 
tumor  was  in  abeyance.  1  will  not  pretend  to 
say.  While  there  was  an  undoubted  improve- 
ment under  treatment,  yet  the  intestinal  condi- 
tion cleared  up  too  suddenly  and  completely  in 
the  end  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  this,  so  that 
it  appears  to  me  that  in  the  well-known  vagaries 
of  the  neurotic  diathesis  one  must  seek  for  the 
only  possible  explanation. 

Colchicum  comes  next  in  the  order  of  merit. 
The  motions  induced  by  this  drug  are  for  the 
most  part  diarrhetic,  though  in  some  instances 
there  is  constipation,  with  ineffectual  urging  to 
stool,  and  a  sensation  of  faeces  in  the  rectum 
which  cannot  be  expelled.  But  an  important 
feature  in  the  pathogenesis  is  that  masses  of 
plastic  exudation,  having  the  appearance  of 
partly  solidified  mucus,  are  frequently  expelled 
from  the  rectum.  Hence  the  drug  may  find  a 
useful  place  in  that  form  of  colica  mucosa  in 
which  diarrhea  prevails,  and  more  particularly 
so  if  the  patient  be  also  the  subject  of  those 
gouty  and  rheumatic  symptoms  which  are  so 
characteristic  of  colchicum. 

The  well-known  power  of  hydrastis  in  affec- 
tions of  the  mucous  membrane  generally,  and 
also  its  symptomatology  in  relation  to  the  intes- 
tine, suggest  it  as  a  remedy  likely  to  be  useful  in 
colica  mucosa.  If,  however,  the  prescription  be 
founded  on  pathological  considerations  only,  it 
would  probably  have  to  be  rejected,  as  its  sphere 
of  action  is  generally  to  be  found  in  catarrhal 
and  not  in  neurotic  conditions.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  often  found  in  practice  that  if  a  drug 
is  well  indicated  symptomatically,  good  results 
are  obtained  from  it  irrespectively  of  the  precise 
pathological  condition. 

Hydrastis,  then,  is  indicated  in  chronic  con- 
stipation associated  with  colicky  pain,  where  the 
faeces  are  in  the  form  of  hard  balls  coated  over 
with  yellowish  tough  mucus,  or  where,  accord- 
ing to  Hering.  with  the  constipation  there  alter- 
nates the  discharge  of  membranous  casts.  Should 
pelvic  disorders,  such  as  metrorrhagia,  erosion 
of  the  os  uteri,  or  yellowish  leucorrhcea,  be  pres- 
ent as  concomitant  symptoms,  these  would  be  ad- 
ditional indications  for  the  drug.  The  occurence 
of  characteristic  gastric  or  hepatic  derangements 
would  likewise  confirm  its  selection. 

By  way  of  comparison  with  hydrastis.  and  also 
in  contrast  to  it,  plumbum  may  be  mentioned. 


While  the  former  affects  the  intestinal  canal  in 
the  shape  of  catarrhal  disturbances,  the  latter 
does  so  through  the  medium  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  from  this  point  of  view  might  be  ex- 
pected to  play  a  useful  role  in  the  treatment  of 
colica  mucosa.  The  colic  it  produces  is  a  familiar 
characteristic,  and  its  stools  bear  a  marked  re- 
semblance to  the  scybala  of  this  affection.  Lack- 
ing in  its  pathogenesis,  however,  is  the  discharge 
of  mucus,  and  the  abdominal  wall,  instead  of  be- 
ing relaxed,  is  retracted.  Still,  if  it  should  be 
found  to  relieve  the  constipation,  as  it  might  be 
well  capable  of  doing,  the  mucous  discharge 
might  then  cease  spontaneously. 

Without  entering  into  details,  which  might  he 
wearisome,  several  other  drugs  may  be  referred 
to,  all  of  them  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the 
disease-picture.  Such  are  alumina,  kali,  carb., 
amnion,  mur.,  magnes.  mur.,  sepia,  sulphur,  and 
others. 

Diet. — One  of  the  most  important  subjects  in 
the  therapeutics  of  colica  mucosa  is  that  of  diet 
and  accessory  treatment. 

hirst,  with  regard  to  diet;  this  should  be  of 
the  blandest  description  possible,  consisting  of 
articles  leaving  a  minimum  of  residue  behind 
them,  so  that  the  dejections  may  be  small  in 
quantity  and  non-irritating  in  quality. 

The  following  articles  are  allowed :  Milk, 
soups  devoid  of  fatty  matter,  farinaceous  food, 
eggs,  boiled  white  fish,  finely  minced  beef  and 
mutton,  mashed  potatoes,  and  such  vegetables  as 
peas,  haricot  beans,  and  lentils.  On  no  account 
are  any  green  vegetables  to  be  given,  these  being 
found  to  pass  through  the  intestinal  canal  wholly 
undigested. 

Raw  and  even  stewed  fruits  of  all  kinds  are 
forbidden  as  indigestible.  Stale  bread  or  toast 
in  small  quantities  is  permitted.  Alcohol  in  all 
forms  is  proscribed,  water,  or  such  mineral  wa- 
ters as  Vichy  being  regarded  as  the  most  suitable 
beverage.  Game,  shell-fish,  and  all  made  dishes 
are  to  be  avoided.  The  prevention  of  any  faecal 
accumulation  in  the  intestinal  canal  is  regarded 
as  a  matter  of  cardinal  importance,  and  for  this 
purpose  a  daily  purgative  is  given,  the  favorite 
being  the  time-honored  castor  oil,  but  the  whole 
range  of  cathartics  is  commonly  employed. 

Intestinal  irrigation  is  also  considered  an  es- 
sential factor  in  the  treatment.  Simple  water  at 
about  105°  F.,  or  solutions  of  such  substances  as 
boric  acid,  ichthyol,  etc.,  are  thus  used.  From 
one   to  two  quarts  are   injected   by   means   of  a 
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reservoir  and  long  tube,  the  patient  lying  on  the 
back  with  the  hips  raised.  Such  lavements  serve 
the  double  purpose  of  calming  spasm  of  the  bowel 
and  of  washing  away  faecal  and  mucous  detritus. 

Moderate  exercise  in  the  open  air,  short  of  fa- 
tigue, is  enjoined,  with  rest  in  the  recumbent  po- 
sition after  meals.  Such  exercise  is,  no  doubt, 
salutary,  and  in  the  writer's  judgment  the  prac- 
tice of  some  physicians  in  this  country  of  en- 
forcing confinement  to  bed  for  lengthened  peri- 
ods during  the  treatment  of  colica  mucosa  is  to 
be  deprecated.  We  know  from  common  experi- 
ence both  in  hospital  and  private  practice  that 
under  these  circumstances  it  is  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  get  any  natural  action  of  the  bowels,  and 
the  monotony  of  such  confinement  is  apt  to  pro- 
duce introspection  and  morbid  dwelling  on  sub- 
jective symptoms. 

Of  the  effect  of  these  measures  Langenhagen 
says  that :  "  All  the  elements  of  cure  work  to- 
gether at  the  same  time,  not  only  by  the  change 
of  air  and  the  use  of  the  waters  in  drinking  and 
bathing,  but  above  all  in  the  internal  application 
of  enteroclysis  of  a  natural  antiseptic  water  of 
specially  absorbent  and  dissolving  properties, 
whereby  a  local  curative  effect  is  obtained  upon 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestine.  The  gen- 
eral nervous  system  is  influenced  and  soothed  by 
the  bathing  of  the  entire  body.  The  activity  of 
secretion  is  moderated,  stimulated,  or  otherwise 
beneficially  modified  ;  the  phenomena  of  pain  are 
attenuated  and  calmed,  and.  finally,  by  a  wisely 
combined  hydropathy,  the  general  nutrition  of 
the  impoverished  system  is  amended,  and  all  the 
organism  strengthened." 

The  modern  treatment  of  colica  mucosa  in 
Germany  is  interesting,  and  proceeds  on  entirely 
different  lines,  having  for  its  object  the  perma- 
nent re-establishment  of  natural  evacuation  with- 
out the  aid  of  either  purgatives  or  clysters. 

With  this  end  in  view  Von  Noorden  a  few 
years  ago  instituted  a  radical  change  in  the  diet- 
ing of  these  cases.  Instead  of  a  bland,  non-irri- 
tating diet,  he  began  to  prescribe  food  of  a  coarse 
and  stimulating  type,  consisting  of  articles  which 
leave  a  non-digestible  residue,  his  object  being 
by  this  means  to  awaken  the  dormant  function 
of  the  bowel  and  to  produce  abundant  soft  stools 
which  might  be  easily  evacuated.  The  forma- 
tion of  scybala  is  thus  avoided,  and  the  over-pro- 
duction of  mucus  by  reflex  disturbance  gradually 
ceases. 

The  dietary  under  this  system — to  quote  from 


Von  Noorden — consists  of  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  coarse  brown  bread,  leguminous  plants, 
including  the  husks,  vegetables  containing  much 
cellulose,  fruit  with  small  seeds  and  thick  skins, 
like  currants,  gooseberries,  grapes,  besides  large 
quantities  of  fats,  in  particular  of  butter,  and  ba- 
con. "  The  permanent  effects  of  a  diet  of  this 
kind,"  he  states,  "  are  chiefly  due  to  the  amount 
of  cellulose  it  contains.  The  cellulose  of  the 
bread,  etc.,  undergoes  bacterial  decomposition  in 
the  intestine,  gas  is  developed  slowly,  and  the  de- 
composition proceeds  so  gradually  that  the  bind- 
ing together  of  the  fasces  to  solid  hard  lumps  is 
prevented ;  it  is  clear  the  propulsion  of  soft  and 
yielding  masses  of  fseces  must  be  much  easier 
than  the  evacuation  of  hard  stools.'* 

Large  quantities  of  cream  are  also  given,  both 
for  its  nutritive  effect  and  for  the  purpose  of  soft- 
ening the  stools.  No  purgatives  are  allowed  un- 
der this  regime,  but  Homburg  or  Kissengen  wa- 
ter is  given  in  the  morning,  and  is  regarded  as 
an  aid  to  digestion  and  not  as  a  laxative.  These 
NaCl  waters  are  held  to  restrain  the  production 
of  mucus,  while  alkaline  waters,  such  as  Carlsbad 
and  Vichy,  are  said  to  have  an  unfavorable  effect 
on  the  bowel. 

Massage  of  the  great  intestine  is  carried  out 
systematically  for  the  first  week  or  ten  days  of 
treatment,  and  is  thought  to  have  a  beneficial  ef- 
fect in  promoting  evacuation.  If,  however,  the 
views  of  Dr.  Leftwich.  already  referred  to,  are 
correct,  that  the  lower  bowel  empties  itself  by 
means  of  syphonage,  and  not  by  peristalsis,  it 
seems  more  likely  that  the  effect  of  massage 
would  be  in  stimulating  the  motor  function  of  the 
small  intestine,  and  in  this  way  the  propulsion  of 
its  contents  into  the  colon. 

The  special  diet  is  continued  for  five  or  six 
weeks,  after  which  the  bowels  in  most  cases  re- 
gain their  normal  function,  and  patients  gradu- 
ally return  to  ordinary  dietary  habits.  Cures 
thus  effected  appear  to  be  permanent,  so  that  no 
purgatives  are  afterward  required,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  mucus  ceases.  This  object  having  been 
attained,  the  general  nutrition  improves,  a  gain 
in  weight  of  from  one  to  two  stones  being  not 
uncommon,  and  the  neurasthenic  condition  is  at 
the  same  time  improved.  Yon  Noorden  claims 
to  have  obtained  permanent  success  by  this  meth- 
od of  treatment  in  fifty  per  cent,  of  his  cases. 

Dr.  Somerville  of  Glasgow  has  recently  em- 
ployed high  frequency  currents  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease,  and  states  that  in  several 
cases  of  many  years'  standing  the  beneficial  in- 
fluence of  the  treatment  has  been  most  decided. 

Lastly,  in  some  obstinate  cases  the  operation 
of  colofomv  has  been  performed  with  the  object 
of  giving  physiological  rest  to  the  impaired  colon. 
Such  a  procedure  will  be  but  rarely  called  for, 
but  if  the  operation  be  carried  out  at  all  it  should, 
for  obvious  reasons,  be  on  the  right  side  rather 
than  the  left. 
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Military    Medical    Conditions    in   Pekin,  China. 

BY     CAPTAIN     FREDERICK     M.     HARTSOCK, 
Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  United  Slates  Ann). 

The  statement  that  north  China  is  one  of  the 
healthiest  spots  on  the  globe  may  appear  para- 
doxical were  I  to  describe  the  varied  diseases  en- 
countered in  this  region,  but  notwithstanding 
the  utter  lack  of  hygiene  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  the  hearty  northern  Chinese  flourish 
above  the  dirt  and  filth  as  does  the  lotus  al 
the  black  mud  of  their  ponds. 

The  terrain  and  climate  is  all  favorable  and  I 
think  that  even  with  the  present  sanitary  system 
of  the  towns,  if  infectious  cases  were  isolated,  the 
morbidity  record  would  be  as  low  or  lower  than 
most  of  our  Eastern  cities  in  the  United  States. 

During  a  twelvemonth  in  Pekin,  1  was  struck 
by  the  small  sick  rate  among  the  foreign  resi- 
dents. This  population,  including  the  diplomatic 
and  military  forces  of  the  various  nations,  about  a 
hundred  missionaries,  and  a  small  number  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  trade  enterprises,  numbering  in 
all  not  more  than  3500,  only  produced  about  four 
cases  of  enteric  fever  in  the  year.  Considering 
the  utter  lack  of  hygiene  on  the  part  of  the  natives 
and  the  surroundings  in  which  were  placed  these 
foreign  residents,  this  is  a  remarkable  record.  I 
should  not  exactly  recommend  Pekin  as  a  health 
resort,  but  the  finely  built,  ruddy  cheeked  Chinese 
seen,  and  the  healthy,  well-nourished  appearance 
of  the  foreign  residents  attest  the  geniality  and 
stimulating  influence  of  the  climate. 

As  Pekin  lies  in  the  same  latitude  as  Philadel- 
phia, we  might  expect  about  the  same  climate  and 
with  the  exceptions  I  shall  name  the  similarity  is 
evident.  The  winters  are  rarely  severe,  the 
average  temperature  during  the  month  of  January 
would  be  about  200  F.  to  25  °  F.  although  occa- 
sionally there  are  days  when  the  thermometer 
may  touch  zero.  The  winters  are  short  and 
begin  and  end  in  a  gorgeous  late  autumn  and  a 
comfortable  early  spring.  The  autumn  season 
is  ideal  and  is  only  marred  by  an  occasional  dust 
storm  which  will  be  presently  described.  The 
summers  are  short  but  hot,  and  the  months  of 
July  and  August  are  quite  like  those  of  our 
Eastern  States,  excepting  the  thermometer  rarely 
registers  100  degrees.  The  spring  of  the  year 
opens  in  March  and  an  agreeable  three  or  four 
months  may  be  anticipated.  In  the  province  of 
Chili,  the  rainy  weather  is  only  met  with  in  June 
and  July,  during  which  time  drenching  show 


are  frequent,  and  the  other  period  of  the  year  may 
not  see  a  drop  of  moisture,  excepting  light  sn 
which  come  in    December  and  January.      Rarel) 
does  it  snow  over  four  inches  and  this  lies  hut  a 
few  days,  being  carried  off  either  by  high  winds 
or  melting  before  an  intervening  warm  day.      But 
in  the  winter  the  ground  for  the  most  part  is  solid 
and  the  disagreeable  slushy  periods  of  our  eastern 
winters  are  seldom  encountered.     The  number  of 
days   of   sunshine   is   what   makes   the   climati 
agreeable  for  the  most  months  of  the  year;  a  few- 
cloudy  days  in  the  winter  and  during  the  summer, 
showers, —  and  the  rest  is  like  California.      < 
great  number  of  days  of  sunshine  and  the  out 
door  life  which  most  of  the  inhabitants  can  lead 
may  he  attributed  their  good  health. 

High  winds  are  frequent  in  the  months  of 
Kebruary  and  March,  and  during  this  period  may- 
lie  expected  the  dust  storms  which  are  one  of  the 
most  disagreeable  features  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  These  phenomena  appear  generally 
without  any  following  rain  or  snow,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  the  atmosphere  is  tilled  with  a  yellow 
dust  which  reaches  such  an  intensity  that  at  the 
height  of  the  storm  it  is  difficult  to  see  more  than 
ten  paces  ahead.  The  dust  pervades  all  things 
and  is  not  without  a  deleterious  influence  on  the 
health.  The  storms  are  said  to  arise  in  the  deserl 
of  Gobi  from  whence  the  fine  pulverous  material 
is  carried  for  hundreds  of  miles,  reaching  over  the 
northern  provinces  and  into  Manchuria  and  ex- 
tending to  the  sea  coast.  The  incidence  of  dust 
storms  is  parallel  with  the  development  of  numer- 
ous cases  of  pneumonia  and  tonsilitis.  Fortu- 
nately the  wind  is  not  high  for  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  at  a  time,  hut  the  two  mentii 
months  may  he  counted  disagreeable  for  about 
half  the  period. 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  the  capital 
situated  in  the  midst  of  a  great  plain,  the  most 
northern  city  of  any  size,  and  near  the  northern 
range  of  mountains  known  as  the  Khun-tu-Shan. 
It  will  be  seen  also  that  the  tlat  territory  of  which 
I  speak  is  continuous  from  the  coast  over  into  the 
province  of  Shan-si,  and  northward  only  to  the 
great  ranges  which  separate  it  from  Mongolia 
and  southward  beyond  the  Yellow  River.  The 
great  Chinese  wall  practically  includes  all  of  this 
territory  within  its  hounds. 

The  city  of  Pekin  is  about  thirty-live  miles  from 
the  nearest  mountains  on  the  north,  and  was  pur- 
posely placed  under  the  lei'  of  these  protecting 
ranges  because  of  their  sheltering  influence. 
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It  will  be  noted  likewise  that  the  area  is  well 
interspersed  with  rivers,  and  a  traveler  into  the 
interior  will  note  the  frequency  with  which  small 
streams  are  encountered,  facilitating  the  growth 
of  vegetation  and  providing  water  during  the 
great  droughts  that  are  liable  to  occur  in  this 
region. 

If  systems  of  irrigation  were  devised,  the  fre- 
quent famines  due  to  crop  failures  would  be  un- 
heard of,  but  that  fatal  quality  in  the  Chinese  of 
lack  of  public  spirit  permits  none  of  this. 

Drinking  water  may  bbe  found  at  any  place  in 
or  around  the  city  of  Pekin  at  a  depth  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  feet.  The  wells  yield  abun- 
dantly, though  for  manufacturing  purposes  the 
artesian  water  would  have  to  be  depended  upon. 
A  depth  of  500  feet  gives  fine  artesian  water  and 
without  the  hardness  characteristic  of  surface 
wells.  The  ordinary  surface  water  is  quite  im- 
pregnated with  earthy  salts,  and  from  this  un- 
doubtedly originates  the  many  cases  of  vesical 
calculi  encountered. 

The  city  of  Pekin  is  somewhat  ahead  of  the 
smaller  towns  of  north  China  in  the  way  of 
sanitation,  inasmuch  as  in  the  original  transforma- 
tion of  the  city  in  the  eleventh  century,  when  the 
capital  was  moved  from  Nankin  to  the  present 
place,  there  were  embodied  in  the  plans  some 
•crude  ideas  of  sanitation,  and  remnants  of  the 
work  last  to  this  day. 

Before  describing  the  conditions  about  Pekin. 
it  is  well  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  smaller 
towns.  All  villages  are  laid  out  with  due  regard 
to  the  points  of  the  compass ;  north  and  south, 
east  and  west,  are  invariably  the  directions  of  the 
roads,  streets,  and  files  of  buildings, — the  north 
face  of  each  building  being  bare  of  windows,  and 
the  doors  of  the  houses  protected  by  a  brick  ante- 
door  some  three  feet  in  advance  of  the  main 
entrance.  The  houses  are  made  of  the  adobe 
brick  and  with  the  better  classes  stuccoed.  In- 
variably one  storey,  they  are  set  well  apart  and 
there  is  little  harm  from  over-crowding.  Houses 
are  arranged  generally  in  sets ;  four  separate 
houses  facing  a  court  compose  one  residence,  the 
various  separate  buildings  being  used  for  living 
rooms,  sleeping  apartments,  and  stables  respec- 
tively. Generally  a  small  brick  structure  is  built 
in  one  of  the  inclosures,  serving  as  a  closet  for 
the  excretions  deposited  on  the  ground.  In  most 
cases  there  is  little  chance  of  soil  contamination 
from  this  source  as  the  material  is  collected  in 
buckets   each   day   by   coolies   who   make   this   a 


business,  utilizing  the  excreta  after  its  fermenta- 
tion for  fertilizing  vegetables  and  plants.  The 
Chinese  houses  are  in  themselves  fairly  well  ad- 
apted to  the  climate  and  are  well  ventilated.  The 
facade  is  generally  an  open  grillwork  covered 
with  Chinese  paper,  allowing  easy  exit  and  ingress 
to  air  without  draft.  The  Chinese,  however,  suf- 
fer somewhat  from  the  effects  of  coal  gas  poison- 
ing in  spite  of  the  well-ventilated  houses.  It  is  the 
custom  to  heat  the  houses  by  means  of  portable 
brasiers  in  which  is  burned  "  coal  balls,"  that  is. 
coal  prepared  by  pulverizing  and  mixing  with 
equal  parts  of  clay,  and  made  into  balls  about  the 
size  of  an  English  walnut.  As  there  are  no 
chimneys  in  the  houses  the  gases  arising  from 
these  brasiers  soon  fill  the  rooms,  and  the  ill 
effects  from  their  use  is  especially  noticeable  in 
the  early  spring  when  thousands  of  cases  of 
chronic  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  are  to  be 
seen  on  the  streets,  and  during  the  winter  months 
many  deaths  occur  from  gas  asphyxiation.  The 
chronic  cases  are  marked  by  the  peculiar  pallor 
and  puffed  appearance  of  the  face,  appearing  not 
unlike  that  seen  in  chlorosis. 

No  beds  are  in  use  as  with  us ;  a  raised  struct- 
ure extending  across  the  room,  about  seven  feet 
deep  and  two  high,  built  of  bricks,  serves  a  whole 
family  as  a  place  to  rest,  small  mats  rendering  its 
surface  soft  and  comfortable.  The  floors  of 
these  houses  are  almost  invariably  of  stone,  and 
generally  unswept. 

The  water  supply  of  a  village  of  several  hun- 
dred inhabitants  may  be  dependent  upon  two  or 
three  public  wells,  everybody  dipping  into  the 
same  source,  and  not  the  least  care  being  taken  to 
prevent  contamination  through  bad  drainage. 

The  average  north  Chinaman  is  fond  of  an  out 
door  life,  and  their  houses  are  provided  for  warm 
weather  as  well  as  cold  by  plenty  of  doors  and 
windows. 

The  clothing  worn  by  the  natives  consists  in  the 
summer  of  light  cotton  material,  and  in  the  winter 
of  like  stuff,  except  that  the  coat  and  trousers  are 
quilted  and  wadded  with  cotton  batting.  A  great- 
coat is  generally  an  addition  in  winter,  the  lining 
ranging  from  sheepskin  to  sable  according  to  the 
rank  and  wealth  of  the  wearer.  The  Chinaman 
thus  does  not  suffer  in  either  winter  or  sum- 
mer from  the  extremes  of  climate,  and  most 
Europeans  agree  that  the  clothing  worn  by  the 
Chinese  is  sensible  both  as  to  cut  and  material 
and  well  adapted  to  conditions. 

The   food    supply   of  the  natives   differs   little 
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from  that  of  our  country,  the  principal  moat  used 
being  mutton,  but  beef  and  pork  are  used  in 
quantities.  Corn,  barley,  buckwheat,  millet,  and 
wheat  meals  are  supplementary  to  the  rice  diet 
and  probably  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  oi  tin- 
interior  live  on  millet  rather  than  rice,  the  former 
being  much  cheaper  as  well  as  more  nutritious. 
The  ordinary  leguminous  and  other  varieties  of 
vegetables  are  grown  and  supplemented  with  the 
fruits  of  the  temperate  zone;  a  fair  range  in  the 
dietary  is  thus  obtained.  Chinese  food  is  well 
cooked,  stewing  and  frying  being  the  principal 
modes  of  preparation.  It  will  be  seen  thus  that 
the  ordinary  coolie  is  not  badly  provided  for 
either  in  the  \\a\  of  food  or  raiment,  and  that 
mosl  conditions  are  conducive  to  good  health. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  Pekin  the  above  remarks 
may  be  applied  with  modifications.  There  exists 
fore  or  less  over-crowding  in  districts,  and  the 
danger  of  water  contamination  is  greater:  while 
thousands  of  miserable,  dirty  beggars  and  pariah 
dogs  infest  every  locality.  Owing  to  the  absence 
of  public  spirit  in  the  Chinese  communities,  no 
exertion  is  made  in  the  prophylaxis  of  disease. 
The  water  supply  may  be  contaminated  and  pro- 
duce numbers  of  deaths,  but  no  attempt  is  even 
made  to  prohibit  its  use.  neither  air  infectious  or 
contagious  cases  isolated,  though  the  Chinese  are 
cognizant  of  the  fact  that  many  diseases  like 
smallpox  arc  directly  contagious. 

It  seems  that  the  Chinese,  fatalists  as  they  are. 
receive  misfortunes  through  disease  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  and  until  ah  of  the  accumulated  superstition 
of  centuries  is  eradicated,  modern  theories  stand 
little  chance  of  acceptance. 

In  habits  and  temperament  the  north  <  hinaman 

ms  to  be,  either  through  environment  or 
chance,  well  adapted  to  his  surrounding.  Me 
leads  an  easy-going  life,  generall)  free  from  care: 
wrapped  up  in  the  traditions  of  his  forefathers,  he 
dreams  away  the  time  in  a  fairy  land  of  Chinese 
ideals.  He  sees  not  the  filth  and  dirt  around  him 
but  has  ever  present  in  his  mind  images  of  beauti- 
ful gardens,  curious  houses,  strange  rugged  land- 
scapes such  as  one  sees  on  Chinese  scrolls,  but 
never  in  the  original.  The  foreigner  and  his 
Western  ideas  come  as  no  rude  awakening,  for 
both  come  as  some  curious  fancy  to  be  forgotten 
on  the  morro  thi   sort  of  <  athav  lapses  back 

into  his  dolec  far  niente  existence,  trusting  to  fate 
and  the  indulgence  of  the  gods. 

Excluding  the  use  of  opium  the  (hinaman  is 
very  temperate.     The  process  of  distillation   has 


been  known  since  the  beginning  of  their  histon 
and  man}-  different  alcoholic  liquors  are  produced, 
but  the  extensive  use  of  spirits  is  unknown. 

Opium  smoking  is  the  great  vice  and  its  ext 
is  difficult  to  judge,  but  its  effects  arc  quite  notice- 
able among  the  population.  Opium  is  used  quite 
as  the  European  utilizes  alcohol,  either  as  a  habit 
or  a  means  of  promoting  geniality  and  social 
intercourse,  or  for  entertainment.  The  habit 
among  the  Chinese  does  not  gain  the  same  power- 
ful influence  as  with  the  European,  and  most  of 
ilu  I  hinese  who  smoke  are  not  what  may  be 
termed  habitues.  The  percentage  >>!'  opium 
smokers  differs  according  to  locality.  In  the 
large  cities  it  has  been  estimated  that  about  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  the  Chinese  men  are  regular  smokers, 
and  that  most  all  will  take  a  social  pipe  at  times. 
So  common  has  it  become  that  a  guest  is  always 
offered  a  pipe,  and  even  the  large  commercial 
houses  have  rooms  apart  for  the  especial  conveni- 
ence of  their  customers  desiring  a  quiet  smoke. 
Its  effects  upon  a  community  depend  largely  upon 
the  size  and  character  of  the  population.  I  have 
been  told  that  oftentimes  travelers  in  the  interior 
will  encounter  a  settlement  known  as  an  opium 
village  where  most  of  the  individuals  are  opium 
smokers.  Such  a  place  will  last  a  certain  number 
of  years  until  death  or  famine  claims  most  of  the 
victims,  and  the  more  sensible  citizens  will  d< 
the  place  and  move  to  anothfiT  and  more  prosper- 
ous town.  There  seems  to  be  something  in  the 
Chinese  character  permitting  such  a  condition  as 
this  to  develop;  one  citizen  following  another  in 
the  habit  until  the  whole  population  is  destroyed. 

I  stated  that  the  average  north  Chinaman  was 
fairly  well  provided  for  in  the  way  of  food,  but  it 
is  remarkable  how  the  coolie  class  keep  in  such 
g 1  shape  physically  on  the  slight  rations  pro- 
vided. With  the  better  class  a  meal  is  taken  at 
[o  a.  m.,  consisting  of  meat,  vegetables,  ma- 
caroni, rice,  and  tea,  a  light  lunch  of  cake  and  tea 
at  mid-day,  and  at  five  a  repetition  of  the  morning 
meal.  The  coolie  class  rarely  can  afford  meat, 
and  three  howls  of  rice  three  times  a  day  with  a 
little  pickle  constitute  the  day's  rations.  Under 
this  diet  the  heaviest  work  is  done  and  apparently 
ample  protection  is  received  from  cold.  Milk 
products  arc  not  used  except  among  the  Mongols 
of  the  north  and  the  only  fat  used  comes  from  the 
pig.  In  tlie  winter  the  coolie  diet  is  supplemented 
with  some  millet  or  corn. 

The  struggle  for  existence  in  China  for  cen- 
turies   has    produced    a     race    vcr\     resistant     to 


306 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


disease ;  over-crowding,  poverty,  and  occasional 
famine  has  weeded  out  the  unfit  and  a  people  is 
the  result  which  in  body  and  temperament  will 
most  certainly  show  their  strength  when  they 
come  to  live  on  the  same  level  in  competition  with 
the  white  races. 

When  disease  overtakes  the  unfortunate  celes- 
tial he  resigns  himself  to  fate.  He  has  little  faith 
in  his  crude  materia  medica  in  cases  of  severe 
illness,  and  knows  that  from  the  state  or  munici- 
pality there  will  come  no  aid  in  the  shape  of 
medical  attendance.  In  the  larger  cities  at  pres- 
ent there  will  be  found  numerous  hospitals, 
generally  under  the  management  of  missionaries, 
who  carry  on  their  spiritual  work  in  conjunction 
with  medicine.  For  the  few  Chinese  who  dare 
cast  aside  their  prejudices  and  superstitions  these 
asylums  furnish  adequate  aid  and  supplemented 
with  a  dispensary  service  are  productive  of  a 
small  percentage  of  benefit.  Little,  however,  can 
be  done  in  the  way  of  prophylactic  medicine  and 
the  most  simple  methods  are  employed. 

From  Canton  to  Pekin  are  hundreds  of  medical 
missionaries  who  are  doing  a  good  work,  acting 
as  the  entering  wedge  of  civilization,  to  be  fol- 
lowed I  think  in  near  years  by  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  health  conditions  of  the  Chinese  cities. 

In  the  city  of  Pekin  there  are  the  following 
institutions  devoted  to  medical  missionary  work 
and  providing  the  best  of  attention  to  those  who 
desire  treatment,  gratis : 

The  Peitang,  an  institution  founded  by  the 
Jesuit  fathers  in  the  17th  century  as  a  religious 
settlement  and  in  late  years  supplemented  by  a 
hospital  and  school,  both  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  Chinese.  The  hospital  covers  three  acres  of 
ground  and  was  rebuilt  only  one  year  ago.  It 
has  accommodations  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
free  patients  besides  several  private  wards.  The 
hospital  is  built  on  the  pavilion  plan,  one  storied, 
and  the  wards  are  contained  in  eight  separate 
buildings  of  mixed  Chinese  and  European  ar- 
chitecture arranged  in  Chinese  fashion  with  court- 
yards. Ample  floor  and  air  space  is  provided  in 
the  wards  but  the  old  Chinese  system  of  heating 
is  still  adhered  to.  The  beds  are  built  out  from 
the  wall  as  before  described  and  mats  are  used  in 
place  of  linen  on  which  to  lie.  The  hospital  has 
a  dispensary  serving  also  as  an  operating  room, 
but  only  minor  cases  are  operated  on  here;  this 
hospital  being  in  connection  with  another  to  be 
described  in  which  all  facilities  are  at  hand.  All 
classes  of  cases  arc  treated  here,  most  however 


being  acute  infectious  diseases  for  which  ample 
provision  is  made  for  isolation. 

The  second  to  be  mentioned,  instituted  in  the 
city  within  the  year,  from  indemnity  funds  re- 
ceived from  the  Chinese  government,  is  known 
as  the  International  Hospital,  being  entirely  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  aforementioned  religious 
institution,  attended  by  the  sisters  of  mercy  and 
under  the  medical  management  of  several  French 
army  surgeons.  The  hospital  built  of  brick,  and 
composed  of  a  simple  structure  with  wings  at 
right  angles  at  each  end,  has  a  fine  modern  operat- 
ing room,  laboratory,  and  forty-six  private  rooms 
as  well  as  an  isolation  ward  of  six  private  rooms 
and  in  addition  a  large  dispensary  and  pharmacy. 
Both  Europeans  and  Chinese  are  treated  in  this 
institution ;  only  the  more  serious  medical  or 
capital  surgical  cases  being  accepted.  The  hos- 
pital is  located  opposite  the  American  Legation 
Guard  in  the  Legation  city  and  is  beautifully  sur- 
sounded  by  a  small  landscape  garden. 

Under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  London  mission 
there  are  two  compounds  of  Chinese  houses 
utilized  as  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  one  located 
in  the  Tartar  city  and  the  other  in  the  Chinese 
city.  The  cases  treated  in  these  institutions  dur- 
ing a  year  average  more  than  ten  thousand,  in- 
cluding dispensary  cases.  Major  operative  work 
is  performed  when  extreme  necessity  demands. 

Connected  with  the  Methodist  mission  there 
has  been  recently  opened  in  the  Legation  city  a 
small  but  thoroughly  equipped  and  modern  hos- 
pital with  accommodations  for  about  fifty  cases. 
In  conjunction  is  a  well  equipped  dispensary. 
The  future  of  this  institution  is  very  good,  all  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  medical  work 
speaking  Chinese  and  through  this  medium  may 
be  expected  good  results  in  the  propagation  of 
ideas  of  hygiene  and  sanitation. 

Besides  the  foregoing  named  institutions  each 
nationality  has  connected  with  its  Legation  guard 
a  hospital  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  command. 

The  German  Legation  Guard  consists  of  a  com- 
mand of  250  men  and  about  ten  officers,  and  for 
this  number  is  provided  a  hospital  of  thirty  beds. 
The  building  at  present  is  the  regulation  canvas 
frame  transportable  house  and  is  not  at  all  suited 
to  the  climate  of  Pekin.  A  permanent  brick 
structure  is  in  course  of  building.  The  equip- 
ment is  simple  but  well  selected.  An  operating 
room  is  improvised  from  a  section  of  the  quarter 
and  the  surgical  outfit  is  all  that  can  be  desired 
for  aseptic  work.     In  connection  is  a  laboratory 
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for  microscopic  work  and  an  X-ra\  apparatus. 
This  latter  has  never  been  satisfactory  and  is  use- 
less at  present  having  been  operated  with  storage 
batteries.  In  addition  to  the  hospital  is  provided 
a  field  outfit  consisting  of  two  ambulances  and  a 
transport  wagon.  The  hospital  is  managed  by 
a  surgeon  with  a  rank  of  captain  and  an  assist- 
ant with  lieutenant's  rank.  The  hospital  at- 
tendants are  taken  from  the  line  after  a  year's 
service  and  after  qualifying  in  marksmanship. 
They  are  transferred  then  to  the  corps  where  they 
remain  throughout  their  service.  They  are  in- 
structed in  hospital  work  for  four  months  previ- 
ous to  transfer  and  after  entrance  receive  litter 
drill  once  a  month. 

The  French  garrison  are  only  provided  with  a 
dispensary  in  their  compound.  Sick  cases  are 
detained  in  this  dispensary  for  three  days  or  until 
a  diagnosis  is  made  and  thence  transferred  to  the 
above  mentioned  French  hospital  which  is  run  in 
conjunction  with  the  military  organization.  One 
major,  surgeon,  performs  this  duty,  and  there  are 
only  six  attendants  for  a  garrison  of  250  men. 
No  field  equipment  is  provided  except  a  small 
pack  hamper,  the  principal  field  material  being  at 
the  main  station  at  Tien-Tsin,  where  there  is  a 
garrison  of  one  regiment  and  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery. 

The  Austrian  Guard  has  a  neat  little  hospital  of 
eight  beds,  the  building  being  of  brick  and  one 
story,  but  well  adapted  for  the  work.  The  equip- 
ment is  very  meager,  consisting  of  a  few  cases  of 
instruments  and  dressings  and  a  Lietz  field 
microscope. 

The  Italian  Guard  has  a  well  constructed  one- 
storied  building  in  its  compound  and  contains  six- 
teen beds.  The  building  is  constructed  after  the 
style  of  Italian  houses,  with  a  central  part  utilized 
as  a  ward  and  sundry  small  rooms  for  operating 
rooms,  attendants,  lavatory,  etc.  The  equipment 
is  meager  and  ill-selected  ;  capital  operation  could 
hardly  be  thought  of  in  this  institution. 

The  Japanese  have  a  building  set  apart  for  their 
hospital  which  includes  infirmary,  and  surgeons' 
and  attendants'  quarters.  The  equipment  is 
rather  light  but  all  that  is  necessary  for  ordinary 
work.  An  operating  room  and  laboratory  are 
provided.  The  field  equipment  is  excellent,  in 
fact,  the  best  I  have  seen  ;  contained  in  pack  ham- 
pers it  includes  all  necessary  instruments,  dress- 
ings, bedding  and  food.  No  transportation  is 
provided  and  it  appears  that  reliance  will  be 
placed  on  coolies  to  carry  the  small  but  complete 


outfit.  The  instruments,  drugs,  dressings,  and 
even  the  blankets  are  made  in  Japan  and  are  with 
few  exceptions  quite  as  good  as  those  of  Euro: 
countries.  Two  surgeons  attend  the  guard  of 
280  men  and  seven  officers.  They  are  both  cap- 
tains and  are  exceedingly  well  informed,  being 
graduates  of  the  University  of  Tokyo. 

The  Russian  military  hospital  is  adjacent  to  the 
barracks  in  the  same  compound,  is  constructed  of 
brick  on  the  plan  of  all  Russian  houses,  is  one- 
storied,  and  with  walls  about  28  inches  thick. 
The  heating  is  done  by  means  of  Russian  stoves 
built  in  the  walls  with  connecting  flues  leading 
all  through  these  structures,  permitting  the  heat 
to  circulate  completely  around  the  rooms,  warm- 
ing the  house  by  radiation  from  the  walls.  The 
windows  are  double  with  no  provision  for  ventila- 
tion. The  number  of  beds  is  variable  but  I  am 
told  that  space  is  provided  for  twenty  beds.  The 
air  and  floor  space  is  inadequate  and  the  ventila- 
tion is  nil.  The  dispensary,  drug  room,  and 
operating  room  is  one ;  a  few  dirty  bottles  of 
medicine  and  an  old  field  case  with  a  few  dress- 
ings constitute  the  equipment.  The  hospital  at- 
tendants are  the  most  ignorant  of  individuals. 
The  limit  of  their  knowledge  seems  to  rest  with 
taking  temperature  and  ladling  out  the  food. 
Wry  little  system  prevails  and  no  records  are 
kept  except  a  few  small  books  for  notes  and 
names  of  patients  with  diagnosis.  A  surgeon- 
lientenant  has  the  organization  in  charge.  Dur- 
ing one  of  my  visits  to  this  hospital  I  saw  a  case 
of  empyema  of  the  pleura  which  had  been 
neglected  until  it  became  evident  even  to  a  layman 
that  the  patient  was  suffering  from  fluid  in  the 
thoracic  cavity.  The  surgeon  inserted  a  trocar 
and  withdrew  about  a  gallon  of  pleuritic  fluid  into 
a  dishpan  which  had  been  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  left  the  case  without  any  dressing 
other  than  a  small  piece  of  cotton  stuck  over  the 
wound. 

The  British  have  not  yet  erected  their  new- 
quarters  and  are  at  present  occupying  the  old 
Chinese  buildings  which  were  on  the  ground 
recently  given  over  by  the  Chinese  government. 
The  hospital  is.  located  in  one  set  of  tour  build- 
ings nearest  the  American  Legation  Guard.  The 
houses  are  fairly  well  adapted  for  temporary  use, 
the  air  and  floor  space  being  more  than  adequate. 
The  equipment  is  very  good,  and  all  exceedingly 
practical,  adapted  to  the   needs  and 

nine   officers.     The   microscopical,    surgical,   and 
medical  outfits  are  designed  for  any  class  of  work. 
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The  transportation  of  wounded  in  the  field  is 
dependent  on  Hindoo  bearers  with  dhoolies  and 
ambulances.  These  latter  are  two-wheeled  ve- 
hicles of  Indian  pattern,  drawn  by  two  mules 
whose  harness  comprise  the  qualities  of  pack- 
saddles  as  well  as  for  draft  work.  These  wagons 
accommodate  two  patients  recumbent,  or  four  sit- 
ting. The  hospital  attendants  are  divided  into 
two  classes,  white  and  the  Indian,  the  former 
attends  the  wards  work  and  the  latter  the  policing 
and  bearer  duties.  A  captain,  surgeon,  and  an 
Indian  assistant  surgeon  attend  the  guard,  the 
hospital  being  a  field  hospital  unit  and  of  the 
Indian  army. 

The  American  Guard  is  better  provided  in 
every  way  than  those  of  the  foregoing  named 
nations.  Our  barracks  and  hospital  are  simple 
in  construction,  but  adapted  to  the  locality  and 
needs  of  the  force.  The  hospital,  built  of  brick, 
is  two-storied,  roofed  with  galvanized  iron,  and 
contains  eight  rooms  besides  a  kitchen  and  dining 
room.  Two  large  glass  covered  verandas  facing 
the  south  are  well  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
convalescent  patients  besides  allowing  the  sun  to 
penetrate  well  into  all  parts  of  the  building.  The 
entrance  faces  south,  and  purposely  no  windows 
open  to  the  north  from  which  the  cold  blasts  of 
winter  come.  Two  rooms  to  the  left  of  the 
entrance  are  used  for  dispensary  and  operating 
room ;  these,  being  on  the  first  floor,  are  easily 
accessible,  and  with  the  remaining  rooms  on  the 
opposite  side  as  medical  and  surgical  wards,  the 
whole  work  is  easily  carried  on  on  the  lower 
floor.  The  upper  rooms  are  used  by  the  hospital 
corps,  with  one  room  set  aside  as  an  isolation 
ward.  The  wards  accommodate  easily  nine 
patients,  but  with  the  room  up  stairs  in  use  the 
number  can  be  raised  to  twelve.  Our  equipment 
is  second  to  none.  The  dispensary  is  the  most 
systematic  and  well-arranged  in  Pekin.  The 
operating  room  is  provided  with  all  material 
necessary  for  major  and  minor  work.  During 
my  service  at  this  station  I  performed  a  number 
of  major  operations,  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of 
minor  work,  and  did  not  get  in  any  instance  but 
the  best  of  results.  The  facilities  for  asepsis  were 
perfect  and  I  had  not  the  least  fear  of  opening 
the  abdomen,  knowing  that  the  sterilization  could 
be  depended  on  as  well  as  the  assistance  of  the 
corps.  Likewise  there  was  no  lack  of  material 
for  clinical  investigation  and  especially  micro- 
scopical work.  Our  ration  and  the  forty  cent 
allowance  provided  a  diet  for  patients  that  could 


not  be  approached  by  any  other  nationality.  For 
field  service  the  detachment  would  have  found 
nothing  lacking,  although  the  medical  and  surgi- 
cal chests  were  of  the  old  pattern, — this  was  the 
only  single  drawback.  The  tentage,  bedding, 
transportation,  and  ambulance  were  all  immedi- 
ately available. 

To  sum  up.  I  could  see  by  minute  inspection  of 
the  equipment  of  each  nationality  in  Pekin  that 
we  had  nothing  to  learn  from  them ;  that  our 
equipment  and  system  was  absolutely  the  best. 

The  health  of  the  various  commands  is  excel- 
lent. It  is  especially  noted  that  soldiers  sent  from 
the  various  stations  in  southern  Asia  and  the 
Philippine  Islands  rapidly  improve  in  health  and 
gain  in  weight  and  color  on  coming  to  Pekin. 

Most  Americans  sent  from  the  Philippines 
develop  malaria  soon  after  arrival,  the  cold  serv- 
ing to  bring  out  the  latent  organisms,  but  after 
treatment  for  a  fortnight  with  quinine,  the  trouble 
disappears,  not  to  return,  and  invariably  the  pa- 
tients gain  in  weight  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds 
afterwards.  I  am  told  the  same  is  noted  with  the 
French  who  came  from  Indo-China  and  the 
British  from  Hong-Kong  and  other  tropical  pos- 
sessions. 

The  habits  of  the  men  depend  largely  on  the- 
nationality.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  although  the 
Americans  preserve  most  excellent  discipline, 
drunkenness  is  more  prevalent  among  them  than 
the  other  nationalities.  Possibly  this  is  due  to  the 
lack  of  the  canteen  system  with  us.  The  British 
have  a  well-established  post  exchange,  where 
light  beer  is  sold  in  connection,  a  club  room, 
which  tends  to  keep  the  soldier  in  barracks  and 
preserve  sobriety.  The  French  give  a  ration  of 
wine ;  likewise  the  Italians  and  Austrians.  The 
Japanese  sell  beer  and  sake  in  their  compound, 
but  never  have  a  case  of  drunkenness.  The 
Germans  have  a  home-like  rathskeller,  where  beer 
and  German  foods  are  sold,  and  their  drunken- 
ness is  nil.  The  Russians  have  no  post  exchange, 
as  the  soldier  only  gets  about  twenty  cents  a 
month  and  therefore  has  little  to  spend  in  liquor; 
but  often  these  soldiers  convive  with  other  nation- 
alities and  there  is  likely  to  be  drunkenness  if  the 
liquor  is  attainable.  The  American  soldier,  how- 
ever, is  forced  to  the  low  groggeries  and  dives, 
dozens  of  which  exist  on  the  outskirts  of  the  lega- 
tion quarter,  and  the  result  is  he  either  imbibes  an 
extra  quantity  of  alcoholics  to  last  until  he  reaches 
the  barracks,  or  buys  cheap  whisky  in  bottles 
and  secretes  it  for  use  in  the  garrison.  The 
American  soldier  is  the  most  sought  after."  as  he 
has  far  more  pay  to  spend  than  the  other  nation- 
alities, and  the  result  is  the  extra  tendency  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  these  brothel-  and  saloon- 
keepers, who  especially  cater  to  encourage  this 
trade.  1  believe  this  accounts  for  the  extra  large- 
venereal  rate  among  our  soldiers. 
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The    Religious    Sense 

In    Its    Scientific    Aspect. 

True  it  is  that  the  religious  sense  seems  to 
be  a  constant  elemenl  in  the  composite  man. 
for,  even  though  religious  claims  may  be  ban- 
ished from  the  field  of  intellect,  the)  yet  remain 
in  the  subconscious  man — in  tbe  man  of  emotion 
and  conscience.  Dr.  Greville  Macdonald,  in  his 
book,  would  explain  its  presence  and  its  con- 
stancy on  a  theory  of  evolutionary  development, 
seeing  its  rudiments,  as  he  thinks,  in  the  lowliest 
organisms. 

The  religious  sense,  he  says,  like  other  human 
attributes,  is  an  inheritance  from  small  begin- 
nings, because,  if  not.  man  is  a  special  creation, 
which  he  cannot  allow.  Its  germ  is  the  accept- 
ance of  law's  demands  of  service  beyond  the  im- 
mediate needs  of  the  individual  or  community. 

This  is  the  main  idea  of  the  book,  and  it  is 
elaborated  in  three  lectures,  the  first  entitled  the 
ReHgion  of  Service.  In  this  he  philosophizes 
on  the  spongilla  colony  in  which,  as  many  would 
hold,  by  division  of  labor  each  individual  best 
serves  itself  by  serving  the  colony.  Dr.  Mac- 
donald's  view  is.  however,  that  it  serves  at  once 
itself,  the  colony — to  some  extent  we  suppose  he 
would  have  us  believe  religiously,  in  his  sense 
of  the  word — and   the   unknown. 

In  the  second  lecture,  entitled  the  Religion  of 
Renunciation,  he  tells  what  he  sees  both  in  the 
ox-eyed  daisy,  with  its  pistillate  ray  florets,  and 
in  the  wild  guelder  rose,  with  its  neuter  ray- 
florets,  each  as  an  example  of  the  religious  in- 
stinct which  sacrifices  fertility  to  communal  use- 
fulness and  as  its  guerdon  acquires  beauty. 

The  third  lecture,  entitled  the  Religion  of 
Freedom,  is  an  elaboration  of  the  Baconian  par- 
adox that  freedom  is  not  gained  except  by  obedi- 
ence to  law.  Freedom,  Dr.  Macdonald  elo- 
quently says,  is  the  final  outcome  of  growth  in 
the  religious  sense,  and  all  movement  in  prog- 
ress has  come  because  some  have  been  sti 
enough  to  justify  their  faith  in  ideals  that  tran- 
scend advantage.  * 

Considering  the  book  as  a  work  of  art.  noth 
ing  but  praise  can  be  given  ;  in  its  insight  it  is 
nol  too  much  to  say  that  it  is  worthy  of  the 
gifted  son  of  a  gifted  father;  but  on  the  scien- 
tific side  it  is  not  convincing.  The  intuitions  of 
a  poet-philosopher  could  hardly  perhaps  be  ex- 
pected to  convince  the  intellect.  Its  botany  is 
indeed  weak,  as  is  evidenced  in  such  a  small 
matter  as  reference  to  "  stamens  and  anther-." 
This  leads  him,  as  we  think,  to  push  the  idea  of 


renunciation  in  regard  to  the  ox-eyed  daisy  much 
too  far.  lie  says  that  the  florets  of  the  disk  are 
independent  and  self-contained  workers  in  pro- 
creation, but  this  is  not  the  ease,  for  the  compos- 
itae  are  protandrous  flowers,  the  anthers  shed- 
ding their  pollen  long  before  the  stigma  of  the 
same  floret  is  open  to  receive  it,  and  so  it  might 
be  argued  that  the  pistillate  ray  florets  were  at 
an  advantage  rather  than  the  opposite  in  being 
Still  further  protected  from  self-fertilization. 
Moreover,  if  this  idea  were  developed  as  a  part  of 
evolution  it  would  mean,  it  seems  to  us.  the 
gradual  disappearance  of  the  religious  instinct 
by  a  (TMCW-voluntary  extinction  of  the  religious. 
Imagine  what  would  happen  to  a  community 
whose  religious  instinct  was  so  developed  as  to 
enjoin  a  universal  celibacy. 

We  cannot  but  commend  the  spirit  of  the 
book,  especially  in  its  impartial  mental  detach- 
ment ;  but  religion  is  surely,  in  the  ultimate  anal- 
ysis, a  matter  of  the  will  actuated  by  conscii  1 
and  this  can  hardly  he  predicated  of  the  lower 
organisms.  Darwin  himself,  in  speaking  of 
"  spontaneous  variation,"  was  careful  to  define 
the  phrase  as  variation  of  which  the  causes  were 
not  obvious ;  and  it  is  of  interest  to  notice  that 
even  so  thorough  an  evolutionist  as  M.  Metch- 
nikoff  would  admit  leaps  in  Nature,  and  con- 
science, which  we  take  to  be  the  essence  of  the 
religious  instinct,  may  itself  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  a  leap  such  as  it  was  for  long  believed 
that  Nature  never  made. 

Doubts 

about    Darwinism. 

This  work,  by  a  semi-Darwinian,  may  he 
termed  a  borderland-book,  finding  a  place  be- 
tween the  realms  of  science  and  theology.  It  is 
in  effect  a  criticism  of  the  evolution  theory  as 
an  all-sufficient  hypothesis.  The  first  part  of 
the  book  discusses  destructively  the  theory  of 
spontaneous  generation;  the  later  parts  slate 
doubts  as  to  the  adequacy  of  natural  selection 
to  account  for  certain  essential  features  o\ 
lution,  such  as  the  production  of  new  org 
and  structures,  the  faculty  of  reproduction,  the 
original  of  maternal  and  paternal  instincts,  and 
the  origin  of  consciousness. 

position  the  author  takes  up — and   it  is  a 
wcll-ro  position — is  that  in  the  past   the 

ordinary   course   of  events   has   been    left    to   run 
on   without   interference,  but  that  a   higher  per- 
sonal intelligence  has  intervened  at  certain  st. 
of  progress,    first,    to   "  initiate   the   evolution    by 
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bestowing  life  on  the  primeval  creatures,"  and 
"  afterwards  by  causing  animal  life  to  take  a 
new  departure  where  one  was  required."  He 
quotes  the  difficulties  centering  round  questions 
of  instinct,  such  as  that  of  the  sphex  which  kills 
insects  for  its  yet  unborn  young,  the  difficulty  of 
highly  complex  organs,  such  as  the  electric  or- 
gans of  the  torpedo  and  the  gymnotus,  and  other 
stock  difficulties ;  he  utilizes  Huxley's  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  formation  of  new  organs  by  large 
advances  or  leaps,  and  the  limitations  to  the  law 
of  natural  selection  associated  with  the  name  of 
Wallace.  From  the  quotations  we  have  already 
made  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  author  is  not 
a  biologist  or  even  a  scientist ;  indeed  we  gather 
that  he  does  not  wish  to  be  so  considered.  He 
is,  however,  a  man  of  imagination,  as  evidenced, 
for  example,  by  his  saying  that  consciousness 
was  at  first  present  in  a  rudimentary  state  as  in 
the  amceba,  which  shows  it  "  by  protruding  a 
part  of  its  substance  to  seize  a  nutritious  particle 
when  it  is  hungry."  The  author  is  a  logician, 
and  his  conclusions  suffer  mainly  because  of  the 
inadequacy  or  inaccuracy  of  his  premises.  The 
book  is  a  temperate  statement  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  evolution  theory  by  one  who  has  a  bias  to  . 
the  design  argument,  and  it  is  to  be  welcomed 
as  an  addition  to  the  already  considerable  body 
of  evidence  that  theology  and  natural  science 
are  coming  not  only  to  tolerate  each  other,  but 
the  one  to  appreciate  the  position  of  the  other. 

Das    Kropfherz    und    die    Beziehungen 
der    Schilddrusenerkrankungen    zu    dem 
Kreislaufapparat 

Dr.  Minnich  in  his  work  [thyroid  heart]  at- 
tempts a  description  of  the  effects  upon  the  heart 
and  circulation  of  the  enlarged  thyroid,  dealing 
first  with  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the  goiter 
upon  the  trachea,  and  secondly,  with  the  effects 
produced  by  interference  with  the  thyroid  secre- 
tion. In  order  to  demonstrate  how  pressure  upon 
the  trachea  embarrasses  the  respiration  and  the 
action  of  the  heart,  the  author  minutely  dis- 
cusses the  relationship  between  the  normal 
respiration  and  the  circulation,  and  demonstrates 
how  this  relationship  becomes  altered  by  obstruc- 
tion causing,  it  may  be,  an  inspiratory  dyspnoea 
or  an  expiratory  dyspnoea,  or  these  forms  com- 
bined. The  question  is  dealt  with  very  carefully 
both  from  the  anatomical  and  physiological  stand- 
point, and  an  attempt  is  made  to  apply  the  facts 
thus  obtained  to  interpret  the  symptoms  in 
patients  suffering  from  goiter.  It  would  be  too 
much  to  say  that  he  has  been  quite  successful  in 
this  matter,  but  he  has  produced  convincing  proof 
that  many  patients  who  suffer  from  cardiac 
failure  owe  their  trouble  in  a  great  part,  if  not 
entirely,  to  the  mechanical  obstruction  of  the 
respiratory  passage. 

The  influence  of  the  altered  secretions  produces 
two  types — one,  simple  hypertrophy,  and  the 
other  characterized  chiefly  by  tachycardia.  The 
latter  form  is  often  referred  to  as  a  rudimentary 
form  of  Basedow's  disease,  but  is  in  reality  quite 


distinct.  Numerous  cases  are  cited  by  the  author, 
and  he  makes  his  position  very  clear  through  their 
careful  analysis.  He  examines  minutely  the  pos- 
sibility of  such  cases  arising  from  the  mechanical 
pressure  of  the  enlarged  organ  upon  the  nerves 
(sympathetic  and  vagus),  and  demonstrates  in  a 
very  convincing  manner  the  impossibility  of  such 
an  occurrence. 

The  relationship  of  the  thyropathic  heart  to 
certain  drugs  is  also  dealt  with,  such  as  the  in- 
tolerance in  this  condition  to  digitalis  and  atro- 
pine. 

Of  great  interest  is  the  author's  summary  of 
the  old  discussions  in  regard  to  the  influence  of 
iodine  preparations  on  the  thyroid  enlargement. 

While,  on  the  whole.  Dr.  Minnich  carries  the 
reader  along  with  him  in  the  elaboration  of  his 
argument,  we  occasionally  meet  with  vague  and 
high-sounding  terms,  which  are  at  times  entirely 
meaningless  or  even  distinctly  misleading.  It  is 
not  an  uncommon  thing  for  authors  when  thev 
meet  with  a  symptom  they  do  not  understand  to 
veil  their  ignorance  behind  a  magniloquent  ter- 
minology. Thus  our  author  refers  to  "  endoge- 
nous and  exogenous  arrhythmia,"  but  gives  no 
information  as  to  what  is  meant  by  such  terms. 
Nowadays,  when  a  great  flood  of  light  has  been 
shed  upon  irregular  action  of  the  heart,  it  be- 
hooves authors  to  concern  themselves  more  with  a 
careful  description  of  facts,  so  that  if  they  do  not 
appreciate  the  true  significance  of  the  symptoms, 
others  with  fuller  knowledge  may  have  the  facts 
from  which  to  give  a  correct  interpretation.  For 
instance,  the  author  refers  to  hemisystole,  and  in 
proof  of  this  he  says  the  radial  pulse  was  60  per 
minute,  while  the  heart  was  120.  It  is  now  well 
known  that  this  is  no  evidence  of  hemisystole, 
but  of  a  very  definite  form  of  cardiac  arrhythmia. 

The  author  has  frequently  to  refer  to  the  symp- 
tom of  regurgitant  waves  being  thrown  back  into 
the  jugular  veins,  and  he  endeavors  to  draw  con- 
clusions from  this  symptom.  But  it  is  evident 
that  he  has  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  its 
meaning,  and  from  the  references  he  gives  he  is 
totally  unaware  of  the  great  advances  that  have 
been  made  in  recent  years  in  the  studv  of  this 
subject. 

The    Direction    of    Hair 
in    Animals    and    Man. 

Dr.  Walter  Kidd  in  his  book  declares  a 
threefold  purpose,  his  most  important  object 
being  to  show  that  acquired  character  can  be  in- 
herited. Dr.  Kidd  separates  out  regions  of  the 
he,ad,  trunk,  and  limbs  peculiarly  open  to  contact 
with  opposing  surfaces  and  others  under  the 
special  influence  of  certain  active  habits  of  the 
particular  animal  forms,  and  calls  these  "  critical 
areas."  He  shows  that  as  a  rule  the  hair-streams 
on  the  animal  body  run  in  the  lines  of  least  resist- 
ance, and  that  the  critical  areas  are  those  which 
show  the  most  notable  deviations  of  the  hair- 
streams  from  the  primitive  type,  where  the  resist- 
ances encountered  are  mechanical.  That  is,  he 
shows   that   the  hair-streams   in  these  areas  are 
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acquired,  but  he  does  not  show  that  there  has 
been  any  inheritance  of  these  acquired  characters. 
Like  many  other  Lamarckians,  Dr.  Kidd  does  not 
always  distinguish  between  characters  once  ac- 
quired and  transmitted  to  successive  generations, 
and  characters  reappearing  generation  after 
generation  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  cause 
which  produces  them.  He  criticises  Professor 
Lankester's  suggestion  that  the  whorls  and  other 
arrangements  of  hair  on  the  heads  of  mammalia 
may  furnish  data  for  systematists.  and  says: 
■"Judging,  however,  from  a  study  of  the  hair  in 
other  regions  and  numerous  groups  of  mammalia, 
it  is  nunc  probable  that  these  facts  of  hair  ar- 
rangement on  the  frontal,  nasal,  and  parietal 
Tegions,  when  worked  out,  will  indicate  differ- 
ences in  habit  and  use  in  the  animals  concerned 
rather  than  contribute  taxonomic  distinctions." 
Surely  if  they  were  the  outcome  of  characters 
originally  acquired  but  now  inherited  they  would 
be  eminently  suitable  for  systematic  purposes! 
Referring  to  variations  in  the  frontal  border  of 
the  scalp,  Dr.  Kidd  says:  "  A  series  of  observa- 
tions have  been  made  as  to  these,  and  I  may  say 
that  they  are  truly  congenital  modifications,  inas- 
much as  the  cases  from  which  they  were  taken 
u  ere  those  of  children  whose  ages  varied  from  a 
few  hours  to  six  years,  and  in  all  cases  the  opera- 
tion of  secondary  causes  was  eliminated."  Surely 
children  have  their  hair  brushed  before  they  at- 
tain the  age  of  six  or  seven  months ;  and  how 
can  Dr.  Kidd  eliminate  the  effects  of  brushing 
from  his  results?  He  examined  70  cases  as  to 
the  frontal  border  of  the  scalp,  and  found  that  45 
of  these  showed  a  left  lateral  parting,  17  a  central, 
and  6  a  right  lateral,  and  be  claims  "  that  proba- 
bly most  of  them,  certainly  some,  are  produced 
in  the  individual  by  inherited  effects  of  dressing 
the  hair  in  ancestors."  lie  then  discusses  the 
break  in  the  stream  forming  the  eyebrows  in 
man,  a  break  which  be  says  "  lies  always  over  the 
spot  where  the  outer  attachment  of  the  corrugator 
supercilii  draws  in  the  skin  in  knitting  the  brow  s." 
He  incidentally  discovered  that  out  of  200  cases 
examined  "  there  were  in  all  14  cases  with  the 
break  most  marked  on  the  right.  33  in  which  it 
was  equally  marked  on  the  two  sides,  153  in 
which  it  was  most  marked  on  the  left.  .  .  .  The 
reasons  for  this  curious  fact  cannot  be  discussed 
here,  as  it  requires  further  investigation."  We 
submit  that  the  direction  of  hair  on  the  frontal 
border  of  the  scalp  equally  deserves  further 
investigation.  Dr.  Kidd  suggests  that  "there 
is  no  clear  evidence  that  on  the  vertex  the 
method  of  dressing  or  parting  the  hair  has  left 
any  mark  on  the  arrangement  of  hair  in  the  fetus 
or  newborn  infant."  This  looks  like  evidence 
against  his  contention,  but  he  deftly  turns  it  to 
his  advantage  thus:  "The  study  of  the  direction. 
of  hair  brings  out  a  gem  ral  rule,  borne  out  by 
•other  phenomena  in  Nature,  that  apart  Et 
variations  of  a  biological  sort,  which  are  not  here 
being  considered,  the  original  characteristics  of 
an  organism  are  not  lightly  departed  from  as  the 


result  of  use  or  habit ;  and  if,  as  in  the  vault  of  the 
cranium,  a  very  considerable  variety  of  direction 
of  traction  or  other  forces  are  in  operation,  primi- 
tive conditions  remain  unaffected."  It  might,  on 
the  other  hand,  be  argued  that  if  acquired  charac- 
ters were  inherited,  such  considerable  variety  of 
direction  of  acting  forces  should  produce  varia- 
bility in  direction  not  constancy  of  a  primitive 
character.  The  only  verdict  at  present  possible 
on  this  most  important  point  of  the  inheritance 
of  acquired  characters  must  be  "  not  proven." 

La    Coutte 

et    son    Traitement. 

Dr.  Apert's  book  is  an  interesting,  though  un- 
equal, summary  of  present  knowledge  regarding 
gout. 

Among  the  subjects  which  are  well  treated  is 
the  question  of  the  symptomatology  of  gouty 
predisposition  in  children.  The  author  states 
that  infants  with  a  podagric  taint  are  often  big 
and  heavy,  with  a  high  color,  which  is  a  source  of 
parental  pride.  As  a  rule,  too,  they  eat  and  drink 
too  much,  and  are  frequently  constipated;  later 
on  they  become  subject  to  various  paroxysmal 
affections,  of  which  the  most  striking  are  mi- 
graine, nocturnal  dyspnoea,  intractable  vomiting, 
and  enterocolitis.  Any  of  these  affections  may 
appear  in  violent  bouts,  the  patient  appearing  per- 
fectly well  in  the  intervals. 

Another  subject  upon  which  Dr.  Apert  is  in- 
structive is  the  radioscopic  diagnosis  between 
chronic  forms  of  rheumatism  and  gout.  lie 
states  that  when  examined,  by  the  X-rays  tophi 
are  transparent,  while  osseous  and  cartilaginous 
proliferation  is  opaque;  in  gout,  therefore,  the 
tophi  throw  a  faint  and  diffuse  shadow,  while  in 
chronic  rheumatism  exostoses  and  enchondroses 
give  one  which  is  dark  and  well  marked. 

With  regard  to  abarticular  gout,  he  has  little 
which  is  new  to  say,  but  he  lays  special  stress 
upon  the  liability  to  renal  colic.  From  the  prog- 
nostic point  of  view,  he  states  that  the  more  pain- 
ful gout  is  the  less  it  threatens  life.  This  state- 
ment is  more  epigrammatic  than  accurate. 

The  account  of  the  etiology  of  the  disea-e  is 
by  no  means  up  to  date.  Due  stress  is  laid  upon 
the  three  chief  factors — heredity,  overfeeding, 
and  insufficient  exercise — but  a  sketch  of  the 
dietary  conditions  which  the  author  imagines  to 
obtain  is  ridiculously  inaccurate. 

With  regard  to  treatment,  the  author  is,  on  the 
whole,  sound.  lie  permits  the  use  of  a  sound 
light  wine  of  medium  age,  diluted  with  three 
volumes  of  water,  but  it  is  curious  that  he  should 
allow  kidneys,  liver,  brains,  and  oysters  to  be 
eaten  while  forbidding  sweetbreads.  With  re- 
spect to  drugs,  he  describes  both  the  alkali  treat- 
ment and  that  by  means  of  phosphoric  acid 
devised  by  Joulie,  but  is  unable  to  decide  as  to 
their  respective  merits,  lie  points  out  that  the 
lency  is  to  withhold  colchicum  during 
the  acute  attack,  and  that  the  uric  acid  solvents 
have  not  as  yet  won  a  permanent  place  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease. 
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Four  Homeopathic  Professors. 

An  observant  but  anonymous  reader  somewhere 
in  the  borough  of  Manhattan,  has  sent  us  that 
page  of  the  Medical  Advance  containing  the 
Hemenway  statement  citing  the  Chicago  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College  as  that  particular  school 
to  which  he  had  referred  as  having  alienated  his 
student  from  Homeopathy ;  so  much  so,  indeed, 
that  the  youth  has  now  gone  over  to  the  old 
school  and  is  studying  allopathy  at  first  hand. 
Unhappily,  we  had  already  seen  the  article  and 
were  exceedingly  sorry  that  the  lightning  had 
struck  in  that  quarter.  However,  on  reading  over 
the  names  of  the  cited  unhotneopathic  Profes- 
sors we  found  that  most  of  them  had  severed  their 
connection  not  only  with  this  College  but  as  well 
with  Homeopathy  itself,  and  gone  over  to  the 
majority;  while  of  the  few  remaining  none  is 
engaged  in  distinctly  homeopathic  work.  It  is 
to  be  deeply  deplored  that  this  class  of  teachers 
was  ever  suffered  to  gain  foothold  in  a  homeo- 
pathic college ;  but  having  done  so,  under  the 
existent,  and  for  fifty  years  theretofore,  form  of 
government,  (the  vogue  in  most  if  not  all  the 
present  commercially  conducted  homeopathic  col- 
leges,) it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  them  out. 
In  concluding  this  part  of  our  article  we  have  to 
say,  that  these  remaining  alleged  non-homeo- 
pathic Professors,  and  those  whose  sons  having 
taken  allopathic  degrees,  are  now  teaching  in  the 
homeopathic  school, — that  these  delectable  gentle- 
men, all  and  singular,  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  be 
found  in  such  employment.  They  ought  to  as- 
sume the  virtue  of  consistency  if  they  have  it  not, 
and — get  out ! 

But  this  is  only  one  college.  Are  there  anv 
others  at  whose  door  this  same  charge  of  incon- 
sistency and  hypocrisy  may  justly  be  laid?  Yes, 
there  are  others.  We  know  of  another  school 
where,  to-day,  thus  early  in  the  new  semester, 
four  of  its  homeopathic  Professors  have  given 
evidence  of  their  unfaith  and  insincerity ;  three  of 
these  have  sons  in  allopathic  colleges ;  and  the 
fourth  avows  that  as  soon  as  his  son  is  old  enough 
he,  too,  will  be  sent  to  the  allopathic  school  for 
his  education. 

Oh,  we're  a  brave  band  of  homeopathic  patriots, 
we  are !  We  rise  up  on  two  occasions  each  year, 
the  Opening  and  the  Closing  Days,  and  tell  the 
students  and  their  friends  what  a  wonderful 
heritage  we  have  in  homeopathy ;  how  like  "  the 
spreading  chestnut  tree  "  it  will  ultimately  o'er- 
shadow  the  earth  and  give  peace  and  rest  and 
healing  to  all  nations  and  peoples ;  how  the  statis- 
tics *  prove  the  superior  merit  of  the  System  of 

*  Lies,  damned  lies,  and  statistics. 


Hahnemann  ;  how  the  country  is  vocal  with  places 
where  the  inhabitants,  oldest  and  youngest,  are 
crying  for  homeopathic  doctors,  and  though  many 
Recent  Graduates  go  there  from  the  modern  com- 
mercially conducted  homeopathic  college,  yet 
they  get  no  homeopathic  doctors ;  how,  from  hav- 
ing had  in  the  beginning,  a  hundred  years  ago, 
but  one  homeopath,  we  now  have  something  over 
umpyty-steen  homeopaths  in  the  United  States 
alone ;  how  the  colleges  and  hospitals  and  local 
and  State  societies  have  increased  and  multiplied 
like  Jonah's  gourd.  But  during  all  the  rest  and 
remainder  of  the  year,  we,  the  homeopathic  Pro- 
fessors of  the  Four-Homeopathic-Professor  kind 
send  our  sons  to  allopathic  schools,  and  ourselves 
teach  a  bastard  allopathy. 

What  are  such  homeopathic  colleges  thinking 
of,  any  way?  Do  they  imagine  that  none  but 
themselves  know  of  these  shameful  defections? 
Do  they  suppose  that  the  homeopathic  profession 
cares  naught  for  this  hypocritical  pretense?  Do 
they  fancy  that  a  preceptor  with  a  favorite  son, 
or  an  unusually  apt  student,  of  whom  he  wishes  to- 
make  a  life-long  homeopath,  will  send  him  to  such 
School  of  Hypocrisy?  Do  they  believe  that  the 
general  profession  is  blinded  by  the  college  cry 
that  it  is  the  excessive  requirements  of  the  State 
Boards  that  is  destroying  the  schools,  killing  off 
the  classes,  and  inviting  bankruptcy  by  keeping 
open  the  college  doors  from  year  to  year?  Are 
they  so  mummified  in  their  selfish  purpose  of 
making  personal  gain  and  gaining  business  and 
notoriety  out  of  their  college  connection,  that  they 
fail  to  consider  the  effect  upon  his  preceptor  of 
the  returning  graduate  ?  Do  they  really  believe, 
these  purblind  commercially  conducted  colleges, 
that  that  preceptor  or  that  medical  father  will 
ever  again  send  a  student  to  that  college,  or  suffer 
others  to  do  it.  if  in  his  power  to  prevent?  What 
good  and  sufficient  reason  can  one  of  this  Four- 
Homeopathic-Professor  kind  of  Professors  ad- 
vance for  sending  his  son  to  an  allopathic  college, 
that  would  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
homeopathic  preceptor  when  he  is  ready  to  send 
his  son  to  a  medical  college. 

There  is  some  measure  of  excuse — an  expe- 
diency excuse — for  the  employment  of  allopathic 
Professors  in  homeopathic  colleges  when  their 
work  has  naught  in  common  with  Homeopathy, 
i.  e.,  Laboratory,  Chemistry,  Microscopy  and  the 
like ;  but  these  Four-Homeopathic-Professor  kind 
cannot  avail  themselves  of  this  expediency  excuse, 
for  they  are  homeopathic  graduates ;  they  occupy 
homeopathic  portfolios ;  they  train  with  the 
homeopathic  profession ;  are  so  rated  in  the 
State's  Book  of  Medical  Registration ;  still  their 
sons  go  to  a  nearby  allopathic  school. 
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What  boots  it  to  have  fine  editorial  and  other 
homeopathic  articles  in  the  North  American 
Journal  of  1 1  1  pathy,  the  Medical  Century,  the 
Hahnemannian    Monthly,  and  others,   when  the 

articles  arc  not  read,  or  if  read  are  not  heeded, 
being  considered  mere  shop-talk  of  editors  who 
must  fill  a  given  space  once  a  month?  What 
boots  it  to  enumerate  the  large  classes  which 
annuall)  pass  through  the  front  door  presumably 
caparisoned  as  and  for  homeopathic  doctors, 
when  almosl  every  observant  homeopathic  d< 
will  tell  you  that  the  young  men  and  young 
women  now  so  issuing  from  such  alleged  homeo- 
pathic colleges  in  the  last  half  dozen  years.  1  even 
if  the)  retain  at  the  graduation  some  little  of  the 
original  homeopathic  lore  taught  them  before 
they  began  the  0  illege  life. )  in  a  year  or  two  after 
leaving-  the  alma  mater  they  either  publicly  dis- 
avow their  Homeopathy,  or  engage  in  a  practice 
which  is  not  homeopathic  by  the  wildest  stretch  of 
imagination?  What  hoots  it  to  establish  costly 
reproving  institutes  for  a  system  of  medicine,  in 
order,  as  alleged,  to  put  Homeopathy  again  on  a 
safe  and  sane  basis,  when  the  trouble  is  not  and 
never  has  been,  truly  or  wholly,  in  the  provings 
for  a  half  century  before  the  profession,  but  does 
lie  in  the  hypocritical  Professors  who  teach  any 
old  form  of  medicine,  being  careful,  hpwever,  that 
it  shall  not  come  to  the  ears  and  knowledge  of 
their  own  kith  and  kin?  Does  it  require  any 
hereditary  soothsaying  power  to  foretell  what  will 
come  to  our  homeopathic  colleges,  to  1  lomeopathy 
itself,  in  the  space  of  another  decade  of  years,  if 
the  present  commercially  conducted  college 
homeopathy  is  suffered  to  continue  unmolested 
and  unrebuked  ' 

The  majority  of  our  colleges  are  business  ven- 
tures called  into  existence  originally  for  a  bene- 
ficent, if  not  almost  a  divine,  purpose  and  by 
men  who  were  sincere  and  honest  in  their  beliefs 
and  practice ;  but  these  colleges,  under  the  spur 
of  modern  competition,  each  with  the  other,  and 
with  the  old  school,  have  gradually  fallen  away 
from  their  primal  object  of  imparting  Homeo- 
pathy, taking  one  new  feature  after  the  other  from 
the  allopaths,  the  eclectics  and  the  alkaloids,  until 
now,  in  many  of  them.  Homeopathy  is  a  mockery. 
a  delusion  and  a  snare.  If  any  attempt  is  made 
to  return  them  to  their  pristine  usefulness  and 
faith,  anil  as  well  to  the  confidence  of  the  homeo- 
pathic profession,  a  sort  of  quasi  ownership  is  set 
up  in  bar  of  such  effort.  Why,  look  you,  say 
they,  you  impudent  intermeddler,  have  we  not 
been  in  professorship  and  possessorship  of  all 
these  benches  and  pillows  and  bottles  and  black- 
boards and  charts  and  retorts  contained  within 
these  walls  and  under  this  rooftree  for  lo !  these 
many  years?  Has  not  that  given  us  a  fee  simple 
to  their  possession  for  ever  and  a  day?  What 
business  have  you,  or  anybody  else,  on  the  out- 
side of  these  sacred  walls  to  interfere  with  our 
ways  of  running  OUR  college — whether  you  be 
the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  the  Si 
society,  the  alumni,  or  the  general  profession? 
This  College  belongs  to  us!     We  have  loaned  to 


it — some  of  us  have — several  thousand  dollars 
apiece,  and  others,  or  all  of  us,  have  taken  of  its 
stock.  Therefore,  we  propose  to  hold  tin 
lege  in  security  for  our  notes,  and  as  well  for  that 
trunk  full  of  promissory  notes  which,  even  at  this 
late  day,  we  are  still  taking  suh  silcntio  for  the 
students'  tuition  fees. 

As  Eor  Homeopathy— well,  that  cuts  hut  little 
figure  in  this  business  aggregation  <>i  Prof 

creditors,  except  as  an  attractive  side  line  in  the 
diploma  and  literature,  and  looks  imposing  in  the 
gold  sign  over  the  front  door  of  entrance.  It  is 
sometimes  used  to  catch  a  few  up-country  doctors 
when  they  come  to  town;  or  when  attending  a 
society  meeting  after  they  have  been  cleverly 
fenced-off  by  the  college  hustler,  treated  to  a  good 
dinner  and  a  ten-cent  cigar,  and  then  shown  how 
OUR  eminent  Sir  Carver  de  Whack  can  take  off 
a  hind  leg  in  one  time  and  two  motions;  or  bow 
the  great  static  machine  is  caused  to  emit  many 
sparks  and  much  blue  fire;  or  how  the  young 
men  and  young  women  are  at  labor  isolating  the 
various  bacilli,  staining  them  all  the  variegated 
hues  of  Joseph's  coat ;  or  how  each  of  the  "  stiffs," 
upstairs  or  downstairs,  is  methodically  carved  by 
.  lone,  student,  attended  by  a  half-dozen  full 
Professors  of  Anatomy  or  favorite  student  Pro- 
sectors to  direct  the  operations.  But  when  the 
homeopathic  part  of  the  college  is  insisted  upon. 
despite  this  blindman's  buff,  he  may  he  taken  into 
the  Practice  hour  to  hear,  as  the  English  Travel- 
ing Scholar,  Dr.  Searson,  did  hear,  some  most 
marvelous  treatment  for  acute  prostatitis,  which 
no  homeopath  had  ever  dreamed  of  before  in  his 
philosophy. 

There  are  many  good,  honest  and  true  homeo- 
pathic colleges  m  the  United  States;  hut  there  are 
also  a  number  of  bastard  homeopathic  scl 
that  ought  to  he  drummed  out  of  the  camp  and 
made  to  shut  up  shop  and  for  good.  There  is  no 
trouble  in  rinding  either  kind.  If  the  preceptor 
wants  to  get  at  the  truth  let  him  not  fall  down 
before  the  first  college  drummer  who  strikes  his 
town,  or  parish,  or  ward,  with  promises  of 
wonderful  things  for  this  especial  student  in  the 
way  of  releases  from  this  or  that  study  (which  is 
only  carried  because  the  American  Institute  and 
the  State  Board  make  such  a  studhoss  parade 
about  it)  ;  and  with  promises  of  immunity  from 
many  other  studies,  except  at  certain  times  when 
the  Professor  in  charge  will  do  a  little  winking 
and  blinking,  or  "  ponies  "  will  not  be  so  seriously 
objected  to.  Let  him  select  his  college  as  he 
would  provide  for  any  other  important,  nay.  most 
grave  event,  of  his  student's  life.  For  it  is  the 
whole  world  and  all  that  it  contains  to  the  young 
student  to  have  his  feet  put  in  the  right  path  at 
the  beginning.  Let  him  "get  next"  to  some 
recent  graduate  of  that  school  and  study  the  out- 
put ;  for,  surely,  by  their  fruits  shall  ye  know 
them.  And  if  he  finds  indubitable  evidence  that 
the  faculty  of  the  college  soliciting  his  student, 
carries  homeopathic  Professors  with  son-  in 
allopathic  schools,  thus  making  it  apparent  that 
their   connection   with    the   college   is   mainly 
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advertisement,  aggrandisement  and  financial  in- 
crement, and  the  homeopathic  education  of  the 
student  only  a  side  matter,  then  he  will  know  that 
that  is  not  the  college  for  his  student. 

Are  there  any  other  alleged  homeopathic  col- 
leges using  this  Four-Homeopathic-Professor 
kind  of  professors?  Yes,  there  are  yet  others. 
But  we  will  leave  their  consideration  for  a  later 


paper. 


Weakness  of  the  Medical  Laws. 


To  one  up  a  tree  the  medical  laws  of  most 
States  have  the  appearance  of  following  the  lines 
of  trade  union  rules.  The  pretense  of  their 
makers  that  they  are  framed  to  insure  the  public 
the  best  class  of  services  when  medical  skill  is 
needed,  is  shown  to  be  a  hollow  mockery  when 
the  enterprising  quack  gets  in  his  work. 

Recently  Detroit  has  been  visited  by  a  medicine 
company,  which  carried  with  it  a  vaudeville  show, 
a  brass  band  and  nightly  exhibitions  upon  selected 
grounds,  all  under  a  permit  from  the  mayor. 
Interspersed  with  the  various  numbers  of  the 
vaudeville  were  periods  given  over  to  treatment 
and  the  hoi  polloi  were  walked  over  the  stage  and 
treated  and  "  cured  "  by  the  "  chief  "  of  the  show 
who  did  not  even  claim  to  be  an  M.  D.  After 
several  exhibition  cures,  the  crowd  was  asked  to 
part  with  its  money  for  the  fakir's  medicine — and 
this  they  did  readily. 

According  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Wayne  county,  the  medical  laws  allow  such  per- 
formances as  that.  The  man  who  is  honestly 
endeavoring  to  get  a  medical  education  is  ham- 
pered and  restricted  and  held  in  trade  union 
bonds,  while  the  fakir  goes  from  place  to  place 
and  reaps  a  full  financial  reward.  How  he  must 
laugh  in  his  sleeve  and  say  what  fools  these  peo- 
ple be  and  how  easy  money  ! — Stephen  H.  Knight 
in  Med.  Counselor. 


Malaria  for  Rheumatism. 

A  lady  aged  sixty  had  been  confined  to  the 
house  since  last  Christmas  with  rheumatic  pains, 
mostly  in  the  limbs,  that  made  it  difficult  to  walk 
or  use  her  hands  freely.  I  gave  her  malaria 
three  times  a  day  for  three  days.  In  two  days 
the  aches  and  pains  had  nearly  all  left  her,  and 
in  five  days  she  considered  herself  well. 

I  did  not  promise  or  expect  such  results,  her 
only  hope  was  for  warm  weather.  Boericke  & 
Tafel  prepared  the  malaria  as  I  directed,  and  it 
can  be  can  be  procured  from  them,  or  you  can 
prepare  it  for  yourself  by  decomposing  vegetable 
matter  for  two  or  three  weeks  in  a  closed  jar,  at  a 
temperature  of  ninety  degrees  ;  then  use  the  water 
in  which  it  has  rotted  or  decomposed  for  medi- 
cine ;  but  I  advise  you  to  never  give  a  patient 
more  than  one  drop  of  it  for  a  dose ;  if  you  do, 
either  you  or  your  patient  will  regret  it. 

I  have  never  used  it  except  in  the  first  or  third 
centesimal. — G.  W.  Bowen,  M.  D. 


The  Business  End. 

It  is  a  common  saying  that  the  doctor  is  a  poor 
business  man.  It  ought  not  to  be  so.  The  doc- 
tor has  as  many  opportunities  to  develop  business 
ability  and  qualifications  as  other  men,  and  a 
lack  of  them  is  only  another  term  for  carelessness. 
The  physician  owes  it  to  himself,  his  family,  and 
the  profession  to  which  he  belongs,  to  develop 
business  acumen.  The  doctor  has  been  satisfied 
to  be  known  as  a  good  fellow,  charitable  and 
whole-souled,  but  this  as  an  asset  is  of  value 
only  on  tombstones,  and  will  not  maintain  the 
widow  and  orphans.  The  physican  when  a 
student  puts  much  labor  and  time,  and  money,  his 
capital,  into  the  business,  then  goes  out  to  prac- 
tice, still  laboring  incessantly,  but  without  apply- 
ing business  principles  to  his  work.  How  absurd. 
He,  as  other  men,  surely  deserves  to  earn  a  fair 
interest  on  the  capital  invested,  and  a  just  recom- 
pense for  the  labor  he  performs.  How  can  he  do 
it?  Only  by  using  the  same  business  tact  that 
other  men  use  in  their  business  associations. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  people  who  em- 
ploy the  physician  will  place  no  greater  value  on 
his  services  than  he  himself  does.  They  may  not 
be  able  to  .estimate  him  at  his  true  worth,  for 
ofttimes  in  the  practice  of  medicine  belly  is  of 
more  importance  than  brains  to  the  people  in 
making  up  their  estimates.  This  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  for  the  laymen  have  little  means  at 
their  command  for  judging  a  physician's  ability 
to  relieve  the  sick.  A  hail-fellow-well-met  gets 
close  to  his  client  on  short  notice,  while  the  more 
reserved  and  perhaps  better  equipped  competitor 
remains  at  a  distance.  If  you  are  reserved  throw 
off  your  reserve,  warm  up  and  melt  the  people 
down. 

The  first  thing  that  the  physician  must  do  to 
begin  right,  fs  to  seek  a  prominent  location  in  a 
respectable,  well-to-do  neighborhood  where  he 
can  charge  a  good  fee  and  have  some  remote  pos- 
sibility of  getting  it.  He  must  furnish  his  office 
handsomely — elegantly  if  he  can  bring  himself 
to  that  point.  It  will  be  a  good  investment,  for 
the  people  like  to  see  the  doctor  looking  prosper- 
ous and  will  shun  him  if  he  does  not.  His  office 
must  be  kept  scrupulously  clean  to  attract  the 
better  class.  Hours  must  be  designated  (if  living 
in  a  city)  when  the  doctor  can  be  found  there,  and 
he  will  devote  these  special  periods  to  those 
patrons  who  are  able  to  come  to  him  instead  of 
having  him  go  to  them.  And  only  under  extreme 
conditions  will  he  leave  his  office  during  such 
hours.  Should  he  be  compelled  to  do  so  he  will 
demand  a  fee  commensurate  with  the  occasion 
and  the  loss  sustained  through  his  absemv 
Patrons  soon  learn  that  he  can  be  seen  at  stated 
times  only,  and  make  their  arrangements  accord- 
ingly. This  permits  the  doctor  to  concentrate  his 
business  and  save  time.  If  we  maintain  our  office 
hours  strictly  for  a  time  they  will  eventually  main- 
tain us. 
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The  next  and  a  very  important  thing  is  1 
personal  appearance.  The  doctor  ought  to  be 
well  dressed  and  cleanly.  It  is  no  nunc  difficult 
to  be  clean  and  neat  in  appearance  than  it  is  to  be 
slovenly,  and  surely  it  pays  and  one  feels  better. 
The  doctor  must  wear  good  clothes  if  he  ex] 
to  engage  the  practice  of  the  well  to  do.  We  will 
not  display  on  onr  office  walls  cards  bearing  in- 
sinuating phrases  or  sentences  such  as  "  1 
consultation  cash,"  etc.  We  better  hang  up  a 
piece  of  art  or  allow  the  walls  to  remain  bare, 
We  must  handle  each  patient  as  a  unit  and  dif- 
ferently. One's  natural  wit  will  suggest  the 
course  to  pursue  to  get  our  money.  We  will  no1 
advertise  63  sign  or  card,  "  Night  calls  answered." 
The  man  who  gets  us  out  of  bed  at  night,  except 
in  extreme  cases,  seldom  pays  the  bill,  and  I  take 
it  we  charge  him  at  least  double  the  amount  of  a 
visit  by  daylight. 

Having  our  office  and  our  person  well  in  hand 
we  will  think  of  our  means  of  getting  about"  to 
visit  patients  at  their  homes.  The  physician  who 
would  gain  the  patronage  of  the  well  to  do  must 
appear  not  unlike  them.  He  who  does  otherwise 
must  remain  content  to  knock  with  his  knuckles 
at  the  back  door  of  the  impecunious.  He  who 
rides  in  a  carriage  may  touch  the  silver  button  at 
the  entrance  to  the  domicile  of  the  man  in  easy 
circumstances  who  can  afford  to  pay  good  fees 
for  services.  Bear  this  in  mind,  a  turn-out  will 
soon  pay  for  itself  and  bring  an  annuity  for  life. 
People  like  to  see  the  doctor  prosperous. 

Another  thing  :  if  you  are  hard  up  at  times  keep 
it  to  yourself,  and  never  let  your  patrons  know  it. 
Do  not  dun  them  with  the  plaint  that  you  are 
needing  money.  1 1  you  do  they  will  wonder  what 
is  the  matter  with  you.  and  will  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  you  are  losing  your  business,  and 
transfer  their  patronage  to  a  more  thrifty  man. 
Never  beg  the  payment  of  your  accounts,  and  put 
up  a  hard-luck  story.  It  won't  go.  People  think 
doctors  have  money  to  burn,  and  will  either  not 
believe  you  or  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some- 
thing is  wrong.  Xo,  ask  for  your  money  in  a 
business-like  way.  as  if  you  were  entitled  to  it  and 
expected  it;  then  no  one  will  deny  your  right  to  it 
nor  question  your  motive.  The  best  way  is  to 
mail  a  statement  on  the  first  of  each  month  if 
you  live  in  the  city;  once  a  quarter  if  doing  a 
country  business.  And  do  not  write  or  print  on 
the  face  of  the  statement,  "  please  remit."  Any 
one  with  good  sense  will  resent  anything  of  the 
kind.  It  will  not  take  long  for  people  to  learn 
that  you  have  an  eye  to  business  and  are  doing 
it  by  the  same  methods  the  merchants  use  with 
whom  they  trade.  Knowing  this  they  will  respect 
you  and  respond  as  they  do  to  the  merchant's 
demand-. 

With  reference  to  your  charges,  for  goodness 
sake,  your  own  sake,  and  the  sake  of  the  profes- 
sion, do  not  set  up  as  a  cheap-John  doctor,  a  ten- 
cent  man.  People  do  not  place  a  higher  estimate 
on  you  than  you  place  on  yourself;  therefore 
make  your  charges  to  correspond  with  the  man 


higher  up,  and  strive  to  get  there  yourself  - 
day.  1  had  rather  do  half  the  work-  at  double  the 
price  than  twice  the  work  at  half  the  price.  Be  a 
first  class  physician  and  charge  a  tirst-class  price 
for  your  services.  You  are  worth  it.  or  you 
ought  to  be  in  other  work. 

In  your  business  relations  with  other  men,  if 
you  are  so  situated  that  you  can,  make  payment 
in  all  business  transactions  through  some  sub- 
stantial bank.  It  will  help  to  give  a  standing  not 
obtainable  by  paying  for  what  you  purchase  in 
cash.  In  your  dealings  with  the  local  business 
world,  make  your  purchases  on  credit  and  pay 
prompth  at  the  end  of  thirty  days.  By  these 
means  you  are  known  to  the  business  men  of  your 
community,  whereas,  wire  you  to  pay  cash  for 
everything  purchased,  you  would  be  but  slightly 
known.  Your  name  on  the  books  of  a  business 
firm  is  a  constant  reminder  that  you  are  living 
and  doing  business  in  their  midst. 

1  ine  may  say,  does  it  pay  to  make  an  extra 
effort  to  obtain  an  extensive  business?  One  may 
ask  if  it  might  not  be  better  to  do  a  less  amount 
of  work  on  foot  than  the  larger  amount  behind 
a  tine  team  of  horses?  There  might  be  as  much 
yment  swimming  in  a  duck-pond  in  the  back 
lot  as  there  is  in  riding  the  waves  on  the  beach, 
but  most  of  us  would  rather  sport  with  the 
waves. — A.  F.  S.  in  F.clectic  Mi  d.  Jour. 
♦     ♦ 

High  Potencies  in  Phthisis. 

I  shall  now  give  the  record  of  two  case-  1  f 
incipient  phthisis  to  demonstrate  the  efficacy  of 
high  potencies.  Both  cases  are  in  the  same 
family,  male  and  female.  Was  called  earlv  in 
December.  Found  the  male  a  perfect  argentum 
nitricum  case,  with  temperature  of  102,  pulse  no. 
The  remedy  was  given  in  the  30th  potency,  re- 
peated every  night  upon  retiring.  This  repetition 
was  required  to  overcome  the  cough  and  give 
sleep.  At  the  end  of  about  ten  days  all  symptoms 
less  fever,  less  cough,  less  sweat.  There  was 
nothing  given  at  all  for  several  days,  when  the 
two  hundredth  was  given  and  has  been  repeated 
every  fifteen  or  sixteen  days  since.  Patient  im- 
proving satisfactorily. 

The  female  patient  is  a  bryonia  patient,  with  the 
usual  symptoms  of  dreaded  tuberculosis.  Tem- 
perature Too-ioo  4-5,  pulse  100, absence  of  menses 
for  five  months.  Bryonia  30  was  given  every 
four  hours  until  pleuritic  symptoms  abated — four 
days.  Since  then  an  occasional  dose  of  brvonia 
mi  is  given.  Patient  growing  better.  Tempera- 
ture normal,  pulse  less  frequent,  tired  feeling  dis- 
appearing and  menses  re-established.  \.  P. 
Stauffer.  in  Horn.  Re 

♦     ♦ 

The  Tablet  Triturate. 

To  revert  to  our  subject,  in  the  light  of  modern 

science  the  power  of  the  drug  is  increased  by  the 

iciation  of  its  molecules.      Then,  it  certainly 

follows  that  the  tablet  triturate,  as  it  is  commonly 
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used,  rarely  presents  a  single  molecule  of  the  drug 
it  purports  to  carry.  As  I  understand  the  manu- 
facture of  these  tablets,  the  drug  in  dilution  is 
poured  over  them  and  the  tablets  are  then  placed 
in  an  oven  to  dry.  In  the  dry  state,  the  liquid 
having  evaporated,  it  is  supposed  that  the  tablet 
retains  the  drug  in  the  form  it  had  in  solution. 
As  a  chemical  proposition  this  is  inconceivable. 
The  drug,  whatever  it  may  be,  has  been  so  highly 
diluted  that  dissociation  is  more  or  less  complete. 
It  cannot  be  dreamed  that  an  unsatisfied  chemical 
bond  or  element  could  be_  perched  in  solitary 
grandeur  upon  some  mountain  of  saccharum  lactis 
and  remain  there  in  single  blessedness.  On  the 
slopes  of  that  mount,  or  from  the  atmosphere 
about  it,  it  will  surely  find  some  other  lonesome 
ion  or  atom,  and  will  unite  with  it  in  wedlock, 
holy  or  unholy.  If  by  any  miracle  of  grace  this 
marriage  should  result  in  the  combination  re- 
quired,  all  well  and  good,  but  in  practically  every 
case  the  chemical  resultant  will  be  a  new  and 
quite  different  body. — Copeland. 
■♦-     ♦ 

Not  the  Same  Kind  of  a  Rose. 

The  anxious  mother  rings  up  what  she  thinks 
is  the  day  nursery  to  ask  for  some  advice  as  to  her 
child.  She  asks'  the  central  for  the  nursery,  and 
is  given  Mr.  Gottfried  Bluber,  the  florist  and 
tree  dealer.     The  following  conversation  ensues : 

"I  called  up  the  nursery.  Is  this  the  nurs- 
ery?" 

"  Yes,  ma'am." 

"  I  am  so  worried  about  my  little  Rose." 

"  Vat  seems  to  be  der  madder?  " 

"  Oh,  not  very  much,  perhaps,  but  just  a  gen- 
eral listlessness  and  lack  of  life." 

"  Ain'd  growing  righd,  eh?  " 

"  No,  sir." 

"  Veil,  I  dell  you  vat  you  do.  You  dake  der 
sissors  und  cut  off  apoud  two  inches  vrom  der 
limbs,  und " 

"  Wha-a-at?" 

"  I  say,  dake  der  sissors  und  cut  off  apoud  two 
inches  vrom  der  limbs,  und  den  turn  der  garten 
hose  on  for  apoud  four  hours  in  der  morn- 
ing  " 

"What-a-at?" 

"  Turn  der  garten  hose  on  fer  apoud  four  hours 
in  der  morning,  und  den  pile  a  lot  of  plack  dirt 
all  around,  und  shpringle  mit  insegt  pouter  all 
over  der  top " 

"Sir-r-?" 

"  Shpringle  mit  insegt  powter  all  ofer  der  top. 
You  know  usually  id  is  noddings  but  pugs 
dot " 

"  How  dare  you !  What  do  you  mean  by  such 
language  ?  " 

"  Noddings  but  pugs  dot  ghenerally  causes  der 
troubles ;  und  den  you  vant  to  vash  der  rose  mit  a 

liguid  brcparations  I  haf  for  sale " 

'  "  Who  in  the  world  are  you,  anyway?  " 

"  Gottfried  Gluber,  der  florist."— Buffalo  Ex- 
press. 


Some  Echoes  from  the  Missouri  Institute. 

(Discussion    of  a  paper  entitled   "  Memory — Lost  and   Re- 
gained."    By  L.  E.  Whitney,  M.  D.,  Carthage.) 

Dr.  Overman.  I  want  to  just  remark  that  the 
paper  was  very  interesting  to  me,  for  I  had  a 
slight  experience  along  that  line  two  years  ago 
when  I  was  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  a  clergy- 
man, who  was  troubled  with  loss  of  memory. 
He  had  been  a  patient  of  mine  some  few  years 
before.  I  knew  him  to  be  a  very  rapid  speaker, 
who  never  thought  of  taking  a  note  into  the 
pulpit.  He  wrote  me  that  he  guessed  he  would 
have  to  give  up  his  work  for  his  memory  was  so 
bad  he  could  not  remember  his  sermons — couldn't 
remember  the  proper  words.  He  said  he  had 
been  to  a  homeopathic  physician — a  young 
physician — but  he  couldn't  see  that  he  was  get- 
ting any  results  from  the  treatment.  He  felt 
very  much  broken  up  about  it,  and  was  afraid 
he  would  have  to  give  up  the  ministry.  I 
selected  hellebore  first,  and  sent  it  to  him,  but  he 
didn't  get  much  satisfaction  out  of  that,  in  fact, 
there  was  no  result.  Then  I  gave  him  zincum 
phos.  I  had  offered  a  reward  for  a  proving  of 
that  remedy.  That  was  about  a  year  before  this 
gentleman  came  to  me  for  treatment.  He  said 
he  would  have  to  give  up  his  work,  he  was  so 
weak,  guessed  he  was  getting  old.  He  wrote  me 
that  in  three  weeks  he  would  give  up  work  and 
come  down  and  spend  a  week  with  me.  When 
he  arrived  he  was  feeling  too  poorly  to  see  me 
that  night.  He  went  to  friends  near  the  depot. 
His  daughter  was  with  him,  said  he  was  nervous; 
there  had  been  a  wreck  on  the  train  and  it  seemed 
to  excite  him  so  that  he  didn't  feel  to  have  cour- 
age and  strength  to  see  me  that  day.  Well,  I 
went  there  and  had  a  talk  with  him.  I  noticed 
his  continued  drinking  of  water.  When  he  got 
through  with  one  drinking  I  asked  him  how  long 
had  he  had  such  a  thirst,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
had  been  taking  terebinthium ;  that  the  doctor 
had  been  treating  him  for  polyuria.  I  thought 
it  was  a  picture  of  diabetes.  I  found  that  he  was 
passing  about  5.6  per  cent,  of  sugar.  So  this  loss 
of  memory  would  sometimes  lead  to  diagnosis. 
In  that  case  I  treated  it  by  going  over  our  cor- 
respondence. I  pulled  out  all  those  letters  and 
asked  what  remedy  was  indicated.  I  took  that 
loss  of  memory  as  the  guiding  symptom  in  that 
case  of  diabetes  mellitus.  I  want  to  say  right 
now  that  that  gentleman  is  not  taking  any  reme- 
dies now ;  has  been  on  no  diet,  except  no  sugar 
in  his  coffee.  He  is  stronger  and  better  than  he 
has  been  for  four  or  five  years.  Within  the  last 
three  months  I  have  examined  the  urine  and 
found  it  without  sugar.  He  has  got  along  very 
nicely.  Zincum  phos.  was  the  remedy.  I  also 
gave  him  the  arsenate  of  iron,  three  iodides,  and 
phos.  acid ;  but  I  kept  him  all  the  while  on  zincum 
phos. 

Dr.  Hobson.  There  is  one  point  in  the  pro- 
phylaxis of  memory  that  was  just  touched  upon 
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in  the  essay  and  that  is  in  children — they  are  in- 
jured by  the  cramming'  system  of  memorizing. 
If  the  child  could  have  the  early  years  in  those 
studies  where  it  is  almost  pure  memory  and  prob- 
ably other  studies  later  in  life,  the  memory 
would  have  a  better  chance  for  full  maturity. 

Dr.  Campbell.  The  paper  deals  with  a  sub- 
ject that  phvsicians,  as  a  rule,  do  nol  give  any 
too  "Teat  heed  to.  I  believe  that  the  future 
mental  development  of  the  families  in  which  he 
is  in  charge  is  surely  of  as  much  use  and  value 
to  the  world  as  the  interest  he  takes  in  thai 
family  when  they  gel  sick  and  then  gives  them 
the  indicated  remedy.  Memory  is  admitted  to 
be,  by  those  who  have  investigated  the  subject, 
indestructible;  recollection  is  another  matter. 
My  own  observation  is  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  world  loses  its  power  of  recalling  memory, 
not  because  memory  is  not  there;  and  that  it 
merely  requires  some  startling  event  to  brim; 
memory  to  its  throne  for  the  moment,  or  the  time. 
Recollection  is  a  special  center  in  itself.  It  is 
an  interesting  subject  and  the  essayist  has  well 
handled  it.  We  must  not  forget  that  the  brain 
is  divided  into  sections.  We  find  people  who 
cannot  remember  names — I  am  one  of  them — 
I  can't  remember  names  as  well  as  I  can  remem- 
ber faces.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  a  natural 
lack  in  my  case. 

Some  have  historical  memories,  artistic  memo- 
ries, verbal  memories,  mechanical  memories.  So 
that  I  believe  that  the  one  fault  in  our  own  mental 
education  is  the  lack  of  concentration  which 
makes  a  clear-cut  picture.  Mind-wandering  is 
one  of  the  defects  of  our  training.  There  are 
very  few  people  in  this  room  who  could  read  a 
scientific  article  without  mind-wandering.  Many 
other  subjects  will  intrude.  The  great  geniuses 
of  the  age  have  been  those  who  could  have  their 
whole  mind  upon  the  matter  before  them.  Mem- 
ory is  not  education.  To  cram  the  mind  with  a 
series  of  dry  facts  is  not  memory  nor  is  it  educa- 
tion. Some  of  the  most  phenomenal  memories  I 
ever  knew  of  were  not  in  those  that  were  educated. 
I  believe  that  the  assimilation  of  knowledge 
is  the  same  as  the  assimilation  of  food:  if  the 
food  is  not  digested  it  doesn't  make  a  healthy 
body.  It  doesn't  matter  how  many  books  you 
read,  unless  you  retain  what  you  read  it  is  worse 
than  not  having  read  at  all.  You  have  lost  your 
time.  Too  many  of  us  arc  inclined  to  believe  that 
by  systems  of  mnemonics  we  can  take  up  any  mat- 
ter and  memorize  it  and  retain  it  afterwards. 
Many  authors  have  assumed  that  mind  is  a  matter 
of  association  largely.  And  we  do  remember  by 
association  with  other  facts.  We  should  not  only 
learn  to  concentrate  our  attention,  but  have  a 
clear-cut  picture  of  what  we  do  and  read,  and  in 
that  way  be  able  to  use  it  later.  I  believe  that  the 
exercise  of  the  memory  like  the  exercise  of  any 
other  function  is  an  essential  fact.  It  is  better  to 
keep  well  people  well,  than  to  make  sick  people 
well. 

Dr.  Overman  mentioned  the  case  of  a  patient 


who  could  remember  everything  that  had  hap- 
pened years  ago,  but  the  things  that  took  place 
yesterday  he  could  not  remember. 

Dr.  Johnson.  I  believe  fully  that  zincum  phos. 
is  one  di'  tin-  most  remarkable  remedies  in  anaemic 
conditions  of  the  brain  and  a  condition  which 
frequently  obtains  in  the  aged. 

Or.  Morgan.  We  sometimes  meet  people  who 
have  spent  long  lives  in  the  retirement  of  country 
localities  where  events  are  few,  comparatively,  in 
their  lives;  and  among  this  people  1  have  found 
astounding  recollection  of  detail  extending  over 
long  periods  of  years.  Now  the  contrast  between 
the  [daces  in  which  they  have  lived  and  those  who 
have  lived  in  large  cities  where  there  have  b 
great  numbers  of  experiences  gives,  I  believe,  the 
cue  to  the  difference  and  distinctness  between  the 
memories  of  these  two  classes.  If  an)  one  of  us 
should  go  out  on  the  street  here  and  walk  a  few 
blocks  and  meet  something  like  five  hundred 
people  and  then  if  coming  back  over  the  same 
route  we  should  meet  the  same  number  again, 
that  would  make,  say,  a  thousand  people,  we 
probably  wouldn't  know  that  we  had  ever  met 
them  before.  We  hadn't  observed  them  as  we 
went  along.  If  one  of  these  meeting  us  was  more 
than  usually  insistent  upon  passing  us  and  per- 
haps crowded  and  jostled  us  we  might  recall  him 
if  we  nut  again;  but  unless  he  did  we  wouldn't 
recognize  him.  In  this  way  if  some  one  of  this 
thousand  had  on  some  striking  dress,  or  was  on 
high  stilts  or  anything  out  of  the  ordinary,  he 
would  attract  our  attention  and  we  would  remem- 
ber him.  Now  that  is  the  trouble  with  the  matter 
of  memory.  A  whole  lot  of  people  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  what  is  going  on  around  them.  Or  thev 
have  so  many  experiences,  so  many  changes  are 
piled  up  on  their  memories,  that  the  memory 
cannot  hold  them  up  or  recall  the  incidents.  We 
are  all  more  impressed  with  new  things  that  come 
to  us  in  unexpected  ways.  So  I  think  in  order  to 
improve  our  memories  or  the  habit  of  recalling 
things,  we  ought  to  shut  out  what  is  unnecessary 
and  undesirable.  I  have  myself  been  trying  to 
forget  what  is  not  necessary.  But  there  is  a  limit 
even  to  recollection  and  memory,  just  as  there  is 
with  eating.  You  can  have  a  dyspeptic  memory 
from  over-reading,  the  same  as  you  can  have  a 
dyspeptic  stomach  from  over-eating. 

Dr.  McFdwee.  I  am  particularly  a  subject  of 
the  matter  under  discussion,  in  that  I  do  not 
remember  where  I  left  my  hat,  and  I  need  to  go 
to  my  office. 

(Discussion   following  a   paper   on   Xatruni  Muriaticum,      By 
Frank  Kraft,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio.) 

Dr.  Comstock.  I  never  think  of  natrum  nuir. 
that  I  don't  think  of  the  inconsistency  of  some  of 
the  homeopathic  practitioners — present  company 
excepted.  It  is  a  strange  thing  to  me,  as  Dr. 
Kraft  has  so  cleverly  brought  it  out,  that  with  a 
human  bodyso  thoroughly  saturated  with  salt  that 
ngly  disturbs  everything  within  its  range, 
we  can  hold  for  one  moment  that  a  patient  can  lie 
cured  by  giving  him  salt  simply  because  we  have 
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broken  it  up  into  minute  fragments.  Now  I 
believe  that  when  a  patient  is  so  thoroughly 
saturated  as  to  be  unmistakable,  and  as  Dr.  Kraft 
has  expressed  it,  it  is  not  a  question  of  giving 
those  cells  more  salt.  And  if  you  will  pardon 
me  or  bear  with  me,  I  will  make  this  statement 
that  when  that  patient  gets  into  that  condition 
he  no  longer  gets  common  salt,  he  then  gets 
natrum  mur.  The  patient  may  feed  himself  salt 
and  yet  he  gets  no  salt.  Still  he  craves  the  salt. 
Now  natrum  mur.  means  to  the  homeopath  that  it 
is  salt  removed  from  its  physical  environment; 
means  a  physical  deliverance ;  and  this  is  accom- 
plished by  means  of  its  trituration ;  in  other  words 
it  is  not  the  salt  that  influences  the  cells  but  the 
natrum  mur.  which  is  generated  from  the  salt  by 
virtue  of  this  process  of  repeated  trituration ;  and 
for  that  reason  I  have  never  yet  accepted  the 
theory  of  prescribing  for  patients  upon  the 
Schiissler  system.  I  could  never  see  any  logic 
in  it.  It  is  like  the  milk  and  lime  which  the  child 
is  given  for  its  weakened  condition.  It  is  evident 
that  it  cannot  take  the  lime  that  is  ordinarily  in 
the  milk,  there  being  something  wrong  or  lacking 
or  distorted  in  that  child's  constitution,  so  it  can 
only  get  lime  when  the  doctor  adds  it  to  the  milk 
in  the  shape  of  small  quantities  of  lime  water. 
The  gist  of  the  thing  is  just  this  that  instead  of 
prescribing  for  cells,  just  simply  go  back  beyond 
the  cells  and  get  at  the  condition,  and  when  you 
have  done  that,  your  patient  will  call  for  natrum 
mur.  instead  of  common  salt,  which  latter  he  may 
have  been  eating  for  weeks  or  months. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Green.  I  don't  believe  the  surgeons 
have  much  to  say.  There  is  not  much  to  get  out 
of  the  two-hundredth-thousandth  of  natrum  mur. 
and  yet  the  surgeon  might  report  a  very  interest- 
ing case  in  which  natrum  mur.  helped  him  out 
nicely.  When  I  first  went  south  malarial 
haematuria  was  very  frequent.  I  used  to  treat  a 
dozen  cases  a  year  I  suppose.  I  have  seen  a 
young  man,  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  keep- 
ing books,  who  took  ill  with  this  form  of  disease. 
I  was  called  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
I  found  that  man  vomiting  blood,  urinating  blood, 
and  passing  blood  from  the  bowels  in  enormous 
quantities ;  temperature  106.  He  died  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  Those  cases  terminate  very  rapidly 
and  fatally.  About  the  last  case  I  had  I  was 
called  out  to  see  a  woman  who  had  bloody  dis- 
charges with  very  frequent  cramps  and,  with  this, 
very  high  fever.  She  had  been  under  the  care  of 
old  school  doctors.  By  actual  measurement  she 
had  taken  during  her  illness  under  this  old  school 
treatment  four  ounces  of  quinine.  The  symptoms 
at  that  particular  time  called  for  veratrum  album 
and  I  left  that  with  her.  Next  morning  I  found 
her  much  better,  the  cramps  had  subsided,  and  I 
prescribed  natrum  mur.  the  30th  and  that  cured 
her.  She  took  that  probably  for  six  or  seven 
weeks  and  maybe  longer  and  never  took  anything 
else.  She  got  perfectly  well  and  strong  and 
never  had  any  more  malaria. 

Dr.  Comstock.     Haematuria  is  something  very 


serious.  I  have  had  it  to  deal  with  and  have 
some  cases  still.  The  last  case  I  was  called  in 
consultation  with  the  old  school.  This  consultant 
was  sure  of  the  diagnosis  that  it  was  hemorrhage 
of  the  bladder  and  insisted  upon  prescribing 
ergot.  It  was  given  in  that  case  and  the  patient 
passed  away  very  soon.  Natrum  mur.  is  cer- 
tainly applicable  to  those  cases. 

(Discussion   on    "  How    Not   to   Teach    Materia   Medica,"  a 
paper  by  Lewis  P.  Crutcher,  M.  D.,  Kansas  City.) 

Dr.  B.  F.  Bailey.  I  was  a  student  of  Farring- 
ton — you  all  remember  his  book — and  I  presume 
there  is  not  a  student  living  who  was  his  student 
who  doesn't  long  for  more  of  such  teachings  of 
materia  medica  as  we  had  under  him.  The  rea- 
son why  he  was  so  successful  in  teaching  materia 
medica  was,  first,  because  he  understood  it  him- 
self; second,  because  he  loved  the  law  and 
believed  it  and  was  an  enthusiast  concerning  it; 
and  third,  because  he  possessed  the  power  to  paint 
for  our  view  the  symptomological  picture — he 
used  to  call  it  symptomatology  of  the  physi- 
ological materia  medica.  From  that  day  to  this 
I  have  heard  but  very  few  who  had  it  in  their 
power  to  give  us  the  materia  medica  as  he  gave 
it  to  us.  I  feel  that  a  large  part  of  such  success 
as  I  may  have  had  in  the  practice  of  medicine  is 
due  perhaps  not  so  much  to  the  actual  facts  of  that 
practice,  but  to  the  facts  that  I  have  learned  from 
Dr.  Farrington — the  fact  that  he  laid  in  my  mind 
the  groundwork  and  taught  me  how  to  think  and 
how  to  study  the  symptom  picture.  Now  Dr. 
Kraft's  essay  on  Natrum  Mur.  was  a  fine  one 
because  he  put  it  in  such  a  way  that  we  could 
understand  it  and  carry  it  away  with  us.  And 
that  means  a  great  deal  to  all  practical  men  who 
no  longer  have  the  time  to  study  the  text-books, 
but  must  depend  upon  their  memories  as  a  rule 
for  their  remedies.  In  the  old  school  they  have 
at  last  recognized  the  value  of  salt — our  natrum 
mur. — in  cases  that  are  almost  hopeless,  I  notice 
in  some  of  their  writings  that  they  use  it  chiefly  in 
cases  that  are  usually  short-lived.  The  body  is 
sapped  of  all  vitality.  It  is  sapped  very  largely 
of  its  albumen,  largely,  because  salt  is  a  hydra- 
gogue  and  it  draws  the  moisture  from  the  parts ; 
so  it  takes  with  it  the  albumen  in  solution  to  a 
greater  extent  than  is  realized,  and  so  they  argue 
to  give  natrum  mur.  is  to  make  a  bad  matter 
worse.  In  recent  investigations  it  has  been 
proved  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  diet  which  con- 
trols the  amount  of  albumen  excreted  in  album- 
inuria as  it  is  the  amount  of  salt  that  is  taken  with 
the  diet.  For  instance,  in  a  mixed  diet  in  order  to 
eliminate  the  albuminuria  we  changed  to  a  milk 
diet  and  we  had  a  remarkable  improvement ;  and 
when  we  went  from  the  milk  to  the  mixed  diet 
we  again  found  the  albuminuria.  We  found  in 
some  experiments  that  if  we  kept  from  that  diet — 
the  mixed  diet — all  possible  saline  ingredients  that 
we  should  have  a  rapid  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
albumen  to  the  same  amount  that  we  had  in  the 
case  when  we  had  him  on  the  milk  diet  without 
the  addition  of  salt.     In  other  words  it  has  been 
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sufficiently  proved  that  we  may  give  our  patient 
,i  soft  mixed  diet  if  we  keep  the  salt  from  that 
diet.  These  are  only  suggestions  of  what  we 
may  by  and  by  do  with  natrum  mur. 

Dr.  Crutcher.  I  am  glad  that  Dr.  Bailey  has 
verified  my  position  in  his  statement  in  regard  t.> 
the  investigations  not  only  of  the  drug  but  also 
Hi'  die  teacher.  Dr.  Farrington  had  an  individu- 
ality that  few  men  have  possessed  in  the  home- 
opathic pulpit.  I  lis  students  love  his  memory, 
and  it  is  all  in  the  secret  of  his  individualization. 
He  drew  his  students  to  him.  He  gave  them  the 
inspiration  in  homeopathic  therapeutics,  and  his 
manner  was  contagious,  and  every  student  under 
his  voice  caught  that  enthusiasm  and  inspiration 
and  became  students  of  materia  medica,  and 
through  that  system  learned  some  of  the  minu- 
tiae which  Dr.  Farrington  didn't  have  the  time  to 
teach. 

(Discussion  of  "  Hypericum."  A  paper  by  George  A.  Mellies, 
M.  D.,  St.  Louis.) 

Dr.  Green.  I  was  attending  a  medical  conven- 
tion some  time  during  this  month,  and  a  very 
excellent  eclectic  physician  read  a  paper  on  tet- 
anus ar  1  its  treatment  by  the  internal  use  of  car- 
bolic acid.  He  related  two  cases  where  the  diag- 
nosis was  unmistakable  in  which  he  had  adminis- 
tered carbolic  acid  hypodermically.  I  think  he 
used  a  one  per  cent,  solution,  two  grains  of  the 
carbolic  acid  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  and 
cured  both  cases.  I  have  used  the  tetanus  serum, 
but  I  have  never  seen  any  good  results  from  it. 
Tn  my  early  days  1  amputated  a  case  of  traumatic 
tetanus,  and  the  patient  got  well.  It  must  have 
been  a  case  of  mistaken  diagnosis.  There  is  a 
supposed  scientific  serum  which  is  used  with  very 
marked  success  in  cases  of  horses  when  injected 
hypodermically. 

Dr.  Whitney.  The  case  of  tetanus  that  I  )r. 
Green  speaks  of  used  carbolic  acid.  I  want  to 
report  a  case  of  tetanus  that  I  had  less  than  a 
year  ago,  that  was  caused  by  carbolic  acid. 
Sometimes  in  a  case  of  hemorrhoids  I  use  the 
carbolic  acid  in  hypodermic  injection.  We  used 
to  do  that  more  often  formerly  than  we  do  now. 
There  was  a  man,  thirty-five  or  forty  years  of 
age,  who  consulted  me  last  year,  who  had  hem- 
orrhoids. I  thought  it  was  an  ideal  case  for  the 
use  of  carbolic  acid  injected  hypodermically.  I 
used  a  preparation,  one  that  I  always  use,  equal 
parts  of  carbolic  acid  and  alcohol.  I  injected 
this  solution  into  the  tumor  and  told  him  to 
report  in  a  few  days,  which  he  failed  to  do ;  he 
waited  probably  a  week  or  ten  days,  then  he  re- 
turned with  something  of  a  slough  where  the 
tumor  had  been.  T  gave  him  some  little  wash, 
and  told  him  to  be  very  careful.  After  waiting 
a  day  or  two  I  went  down  to  see  him.  A-  I 
reached  the  house  I  saw  him  coming  from  the 
barn — cow  stable — with  a  little  tin  pail  in  his 
hand  attached  to  which  there  was  a  rubber  tube 
such  a  fountain  syringe.     I  went 

flown  to  the  side  entrance  and  met  him  at  the 
back  door  of  the  house  to  speak  to  him.     I  asl 


what  he  had  been  doing  and  he  said  that  he  had 
been  out  at  the  barn  using  tin-  injection.  1  asked 
Why  he  hadn't  come  Up  to  the  office.  lie  -aid  Ik 
hadn't  felt  very  well  and  thought  he  would  wait  a 
day  or  two  longer.  Hut  he  had  been  using  the 
injection  as  1  had  told  him  to  do,  and  had  cleai 
the  bowel  thoroughly.  He  had  rented  prett) 
nearly  all  of  his  house  so  he  had  gone  to  the  barn 
as  the  most  convenient  place  and  had  there  taken 
his  injection  daily  with  his  improvised  syringe. 
lie  complained  of  stiffness  in  the  hack.  [  didn't 
suspeel  anything  very  serious  at  that  time. 
When  he  came  to  me  said  he  was  stiff  all  over  his 
body  and  neck.  He  lived  probably  a  week  or 
a  little  less  after  I  had  seen  him  coming  from  the 
barn  with  his  fountain  syringe.  \  think  that  was 
probably  a  week  after  I  gave  him  the  injection 
that  I  saw  him.  1  attributed  the  infection  to 
something  he  had  picked  up  in  the  cow  stable 

Dr.  Bunte.  T  had  an  experience  last  summer. 
A  lady  told  me  in  my  office  that  she  could  hardly 
move  and.  further,  she  could  hardly  talk  ;  couldn't 
speak  distinctly.  She  could  hardly  move  her 
jaws  as  they  were  so  stiff.  I  asked  if  there  was 
anything  the  matter  with  her  foot,  and  she  told  me 
dial  ah.  nit  a  w  eek  ago  she  had  stepped  onto  a  nail ; 
it  was  a  rusty  nail  and  it  had  run  through  the 
foot  just  back  of  metatarsal  phalanges.  She  had 
put  on  some  salve  and  let  it  go.  She  showed  me 
her  foot.  I  told  her  the  danger  she  was  in.  I 
did  the  best  I  could.  It  was  so  painful  to  her  she 
could  hardly  step  on  it  and  it  continued  to  swell 
and  to  swell  'way  up  above  the  ankle.  I  don*t 
remember  the  remedy  I  gave  internally  if  any.  I 
sent  her  home  and  told  her  to  bathe  I 
no.  to  put  up  the  foot  in  a  chloride  solution;  hut 
what  internal  remedy  I  gave  I  do  not  remember. 
The  next  day  she  was  almost  frantic  from  pain, 
and  the  pains  shooting  from  the  puncture  up  to 
die  hip  and  the  jaws;  and  she  became  so  stiff 
she  could  hardly  move.  I  then  gave  her  hyper- 
icum  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
200th.  She  began  to  get  easy  within  a  short 
while  and  she  slept  all  night  free  from  pain;  she 
hadn't  done  that  for  three  or  four  nights  before 
that.  It  relieved  all  the  pain  and  the  next  day 
her  jaws  were  limber  and  so  were  her  joints  and 
muscles.  So  I  have  all  respect  for  hypericum  in 
tetanus  or  in  penetrated  wounds. 

Dr.  Mellies.      [  am  glad  that  Dr.  Bunte  ha 
firmed  my  use  of  this  remedy.      Not  only  have   I 
used  hypericum  in  this  cited  case  hut  also' in  other 
cases   where   I    found  tetanic  symptoms  were  de- 
veloping,—  where   the   muscular   contraction    pro- 
duced   in    connection     with    the    wound    seemed 
almost  to  demand  surgical  attention  and  whe: 
doubt  death  would  follow  if  the  case  was  allowed 
to  go  on  undisturbed.      By  the  use  of  the  homeo- 
pathic remedy  I  have  ne  wonderful  results 
ensue.     I  have  used  it  after  surgical  operal 
where    the    stump    seemed    to    he    very    sensitive. 
I  b  pericum would  relieve  thai  ve sensibility 
and  give  comfort  to  the  patient  without  the  US 
morphine  which  latter  would  have  disturbed  the 
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•equilibrium  and  lowered  the  vitality  of  the  patient 
below  normal  and  delayed  subsequent  recovery. 

Dr.  Lyon.  I  will  add  a  word  to  Dr.  Mellies 
and  Dr.  Bunte's  testimony  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
hypericum.  I  used  it  upon  one  case  of  a  man 
injured  in  the  Chicago  stockyards.  A  man  in 
scuffling  with  a  friend  fell  on  the  killing-floor ;  a 
knife  dropped  out  of  its  scabbard  and  this  man 
fell  with  his  hand  on  the  knife.  A  very  short 
time  afterwards  he  was  taken  with  tetanus  at  the 
Chicago  Baptist  Hospital.  I  followed  up  the  case 
for  it  was  an  aggravated  one.  I  thought  hyper- 
icum was  indicated  so  I  gave  it.  In  that  case  I 
went  a  little  higher  than  Dr.  Bunte.  The  case 
got  well  some  way  or  other.  I  thought  I  saw 
some  good  results  of  the  exhibition  of  the  remedy. 
While  I  was  at  the  plant  there  seemed  to  be  an 
epidemic  of  tetanus  among  the  horses  employed 
in  trucking  about  that  plant.  There  were  some 
three  hundred  horses  there,  and  rarely  a  day 
passed  in  which  there  was  not  some  case  of 
tetanus  in  the  stables.  The  stables  were  not  very 
far  from  where  I  had  to  dress  wounds.  The 
veterinary  seemed  to  be  helpless.  I  knew  him 
well  and  talked  with  him  considerably.  He  said 
to  me  that  in  cases  of  tetanus  the  only  thing  to  do 
was  to  physic  the  horse  as  much  as  he  could  and 
keep  him  covered  up  with  blankets.  If  he  got 
well,  all  right.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  not  let 
me  prescribe  for  a  few  cases  of  tetanus.  He 
gave  me  my  fill.  I  didn't  save  the  lives  of  all  the 
horses  but  I  feel  confident  that  I  got  results  from 
the  exhibition  of  hypericum  in  those  cases.  Com- 
paring those  that  I  treated  with  those  who  were 
left  without  any  treatment  or  those  who  were 
given  the  typical  treatment  already  mentioned,  I 
was  reasonably  sure  in  my  mind  that  the  results 
in  many  of  my  cases  were  satisfactory  and,  in- 
deed, marvelous.  I  couldn't  work  suggestion  on 
those  horses.  I  couldn't  give  them  the  Christian 
Science  treatment ;  so  I  was  sure  that  my  exhibi- 
tion of  the  homeopathic  remedy  had  availed  in 
many  of  these  cases — in  at  least  a  dozen  or  fifteen  ; 
and  the  veterinary  agreed  with  me  that  my  treat- 
ment was  successful.  I  suppose  I  prescribed 
empirically  in  those  cases.  But  the  veterinary  was 
so  pleased  with  the  results  that  he  had  me  write 
the  prescription  for  him  and  he  went  down  town 
and  got  it.  I  gave  him  some  of  the  30th.  I  used 
some  higher  and  some  lower  as  I  do  in  my 
practice.  I  go  'way  up  and  'way  down.  I  try 
to  fit  the  potency  to  the  case  before  me. 


The  New  York  Meeting. 

The  Thirty-Eighth  Semi-Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York  was  held,  according  to  programme  and 
promise  in  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical 
College,  New  York,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
September  27th  and  28th  last.  The  following 
named  practitioners  were  added  to  the  member- 
ship roll : 


Drs.  Coburn  Badgley,  Fayetteville,  Merritt  I.  Beers,  Mid- 
dletown,  Arthur  Besemer,  Dundee,  \V.  G.  Birdsall,  Clinton- 
dale,  Howard  L.  Cole,  Tarrytown,  Wilber  G.  Fish,  I.udlow- 
ville,  Ellsworth  Gamble,  Waverly,  Horace  M.  Hicks,  Am- 
sterdam, Geoige  P.  Holden,  Yonkers,  Frederick  Cushman 
Watson,  Camden,  L.  L.  Button,  Rochester,  Lawrence  P. 
Conley,  Clifton  Springs,  Floyd  S.  Farnsworth,  Plattsburgh, 
James  Herbert  Irish,  Syracuse,  Daniel  B.  Jewett,  Rochester, 
Roy  E.  Mitchell,  Middletown,  Frederick  C.  Robbins,  Gow- 
anda,  Robert  M.  Schley,  Gowanda,  Clinton  L.  Bagg.  H.  B. 
Besemer,  Bert  B.  Clark,  J.  W.  Hassler,  Annie  S.  Higbie,  P. 
W.  Sliedd,  Frederick  K.  Hollister,  Robert  Mortimer  Jones, 
James  D.  Miller,  Samuel  B.  Moore,  Edwin  J.  Pettet,  Arthur 
H.  Richardson,  Lizzie  B.  Roder,  and  Parry  Dorian  Saylor, 
New  York,  Montague  R.  Leverson,  M.  Clifford  Pardee,  A. 
Bornmann,  Frederick  H.  Lutze,  and  Amelia  D.  F.  Von  der 
Luhe,  Brooklyn. 

From  which  it  may  be  seen  how  excellent  was 
the  idea  of  meeting  in  New  York,  for  of  the 
thirty-seven  very  nearly  half  are  residents  of  New 
York  City  and  Brooklyn. 

The  bureau  of  materia  medica,  under  Dr.  E.  B. 
Nash,  presented  six  papers  of  the  nine  promised, 
and  this  part  of  the  programme  held  its  own 
interest  with  the  mechanical  display  of  surgery 
and  allied  sciences  in  the  amphitheater.  There 
were  413  doctors  in  attendance;  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  Society ;  which  argues  well  for 
the  efforts  of  the  President,  Dr.  Bukk  G.  Carle- 
ton.  The  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the 
County  showed  a  hospitality  in  entertaining  the 
members  that  could  not  be  excelled.  Flower 
Hospital  staff  and  superintendent  placed  all 
available  surgical  cases  at  the  disposition  of  the 
visiting  surgeons  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
clinical  demonstrations  to  the  Society ;  these  latter 
consisted  of  a  craniectomy  for  gun-shot  wound 
by  Dr.  W.  L.  Hartman  of  Syracuse ;  a  curettage 
and  perinorraphy  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Lee  of  Rochester ; 
a  laparotomy  for  removal  of  diseased  tubes, 
ovaries,  and  uterus  by  Dr.  DeWitt  G.  Wilcox  of 
Buffalo,  and  a  wiring  of  the  tibia  for  ununited 
fracture  by  Dr.  Newton  M.  Collins  of  Rochester. 
These  clinics  were  given  in  lieu  of  the  usual  papers 
in  these  several  bureaus,  and  their  success  was 
amply  demonstrated  by  the  large  attendance  and 
the  expressions  of  satisfaction.  Dr.  W.  Harvey 
King,  the  popular  Dean  of  the  New  York  College, 
kept  the  audience  interested  and  instructed  with 
a  paper  on  "  X-ray  Therapy  and  Finsen  Light  " ; 
while  Dr.  F.  M.  Dearborn  approved  himself  a  true 
son  of  his  illustrious  father,  in  his  giving  of  a 
dermatological  clinic.  The  other  bureaus  also 
had  their  quota  of  representation  and  papers, 
notably  Dr.  Danforth's  obstetrical  section,  Town- 
send's  laryngological  and  rhinological.  and  Sim- 
onson's  pediatric  bureau. 

There  is  but  one  verdict,  that  this  was  the  finest 
meeting  of  the  society  as  far  back  as  the  present 
generation  can  go.  There  was  unanimity, 
willingness  and  ambition  to  make  it  a  success; 
homeopathy  was  everywhere  the  trump  card ; 
while  the  clinics — a  most  successful  and  clever 
deviation  from  the  usual  stereotyped  papers — 
held  the  audiences  to  the  last  minute  of  the  ex- 
hibition. As  usual  New  York  is  setting  the  pace 
for  the  other  State  Societies.     Let  us  hope  that 
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the  former  dead-and-dry  schoolbook  essays  in  the 
mechanical  departments  of  medicine  may  soon  be 
a  thinq-  of  the  past  in  the  meetings  of  medical 
societies.  Nothing  can  be  more  tnli.ni>  and 
wearisome  to  a  general  medical  audience  than  the 
g-lib  recitation  in  a  specialist's  paper  of  some 
operative  case;  while  an  actual  demonstration  is 
watched  and  the  accompanying  lecture  listened 
to  from  first  to  finish. 

Of  the  entertainment  and  the  ride  over  New 
York  City  enough  could  not  be  said  in 
several  pages  of  this  journal.  It  was  fine  and 
well-planned,  and  equally  well  executed,  and  for- 
ever does  away  with  the  impression  so  long 
extant,  that  New  York  City  is  a  selfish,  wrapped- 
up-in-itself,  every-man-for-himself  sort  of  a 
medical  harbor.  This,  however,  only  as  a  general 
proposition ;  for  a  good  many  of  us  Uitlanders 
know  from  past  experience  that  this  is  not  true 
of  the  individual  members  of  the  profession,  who 
are  notable  for  their  courtesy  and  hospitality. 

As  usUal  we  are  indebted .  for  these  general 
facts  and  notes  to  the  indefatigable  Secretary  of 
the  Society,  Dr.  DeWitt  G.  Wilcox,  who,  to  all 
his  othersome  many  graces,  abilities  and  accom- 
plishments unites  the  very  valuable  faculty  of 
being  a  first-class  secretary,  and  conversant  with 
the  best  ways  of  keeping  his  society  in  the  pro- 
fessional eye.  He  never  waits  until  the  day  be- 
fore the  meeting  is  set,  to  ask  the  journals  to  give 
the  society  a  good  notice. 

All  honor  and  praise  to  all  the  officers  from 
first  to  last  for  having  made  this  meeting  so  splen- 
did a  success.  And  may  there  be  many  more 
such  meetings. 

— We  met  Gen.  M.  O.  Terry  a  few  days  ago 
in  our  city  looking  as  young  and  handsome  as 
ever. 

— The  notice  for  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
51st  year  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Homeopathic 
Medical  Society  reached  us  a  few  days  before  the 
date  set  for  the  meeting  at  Lakewood,  N.  J., 
October  25,  and  26.  The  programme  promised 
some  fine  papers.  If  the  responsible  officer  had 
sent  us  this  notice  in  time  for  publication  we 
would  have  been  delighted  to  advertise  the  meet- 
ing and  thus  insure  to  it  an  extra  large  attend- 
ance. 

— The  Folly  of  Meat-Eeating  is  the  title  of  a 
pamphlet  answering  an  editorial  in  certain  daily 
papers.  Otto  Carque  is  the  author  of  this  reply. 
We  have  not  read  it  fully,  but  from  what  little 
we  have  browsed  in  its  pages,  we  conclude  that 
the  reply  is  a  logical  one  and  will  appeal  to  those 
who  have  a  vegetarian  inclination,  and  confirm 
their  skill  more  firmly  in  their  hatred  of  meat. 
We  question,  however,  whether  the  arguments 
advanced  and  clinched,  will  tend  in  any  apprecia- 
ble degree  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  butcher's 
meat,  or  drop  the  prices.  The  white  races  seem 
to  predicate  their  brawn  and  brain  upon  meat 
eating1. 


Eastern  Ohio  Homenpot/m  . 
The  sixty-second  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
Eastern  Ohio  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  was 
held  in  the  main  lecture  room  of  the  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  Medical  College,  October  i<)th, 
1904.  Dr.  II.  W.  Carter,  of  Cuyahoga  Falls,  the 
lent,  presided.  As  is  the  custom  with  this 
Society,  no  business  of  an  official  nature  was 
transacted,  all  such  business  being  transacted  at 
the  meeting  which  is  held  in  the  spring  of  each 


year. 


In  an  informal  way,  however,  the  question  of  a 
er  organization  of  homeopathic  physicians 
throughout  this  State  was  discussed,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  those  present  it  was  deemed  absolutely 
necessary  that  particular  attention  should  he 
paid  to  this  matter.  It  was  ordered  by  the 
society  that  the  Secretary  purchase  for  distribu- 
tion 250  copies  of  the  Medical  Century  prize 
essays  lately  issued,  dealing  with  the  question — 
Why  students  of  medicine  should  select  the 
homeopathic  school.  The  following  papers  were 
presented : 

Potentized  Remedies  Illustrated  by  Facts — 
W.  T-I.  Kirkland,  M.  !>..  Massillon. 

Dilatation  of  the  Stomach— W.  B.  Hinsdale, 
M.  1)..  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

The  Materia  Medica  of  Convulsions — A.  L. 
Waltz.  M.  D.,  Cleveland. 

Motor  Insufficiency  of  the  Stomach — E.  O. 
Adams,  M.  D. 

The  formal  address  of  the  presiding  officer 
was  written  by  the  Vice-President,  Dr.  G.  J. 
Damon,  of  Medina.  This  was  explained  by  Dr. 
Carter,  saying  that  he  had  been  ill  throughout 
almost  the  entire  summer  and  had  not  expected 
to  be  able  to  be  present,  hence  had  notified  Dr. 
Damon,  who  had  written  the  address  and  sent  it 
up  for  presentation.  The  main  topic  discussed 
was  that  which  had  just  been  occupying  the  at- 
tention of  the  society,  namely,  organization. 

There  were  interesting  features  of  this  Si 
of  the  society.  One  was  the  operative  clinics  held 
in  the  clinical  amphitheater,  the  first  being  a 
gynecological  clinic  held  by  Dr.  Wood.  lie  per- 
formed abdominal  hysterectomy.  This  occurred 
in  the  morning,  the  first  afternoon  hour  being 
taken  up  by  a  clinic  by  Prof.  W.  T.  Miller,  dur- 
ing which  he  made  two  operations,  the  first  being 
the  removal  of  the  breast,  the  second  an  amputa- 
tion of  the  leg.  Other  features  were  the  throw- 
ing open  of  the  college  laboratories  to  visitors. 
Profo-or  Spencer  and  his  assistants  were  in  the 
physiological  laboratory.  I  or  Thurston  and 

his  assistants  in  the  laboratories  devoted  to  pa- 
thology, bacteriology  and  histology,  Professor 
Noble  and  his  assistant  in  the  chemical  laboratory 
and  Professor  George  W.  Jones  and  his  assistants 
in  the  anatomical  laboratory.  These  attracted  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  serving  to  impress  the 
visitors  of  the  fact  that  practical  and  systematic 
instruction  is  being  given  in  these  very  important 
lines.      In   order   to   give    the   visitors    the    liberty 
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of  the  building,  and  also  in  order  to  give  the 
students  an  opportunity  to  attend  the  sessions  of 
the  society,  the  executive  committee  had  sus- 
pended all  college  exercises  for  the  day.  The 
visitors  generally  took  advantage  of  their  privi- 
leges and  inspected  all  departments. 

The  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  Society 
was  the  host  of  the  occasion  and  entertained  the 
guests  at  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Euclid.  This 
proved  to  be  extremely  enjoyable,  the  dinner 
being  a  good  one,  and  the  opportunities  for  social 
intercourse  being  improved  to  the  utmost.  Taken 
altogether  it  was  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  by 
the  two  hundred  or  more  people  who  at  one  time 
or  another  throughout  the  day  were  present. 
♦     ♦ 

Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Chicago. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  season  of  1904-5  of 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Chicago 
was  held  at  the  Northwestern  University  Build- 
ing, Lake  and  Dearborn  streets,  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober 20th,  at  8.30  p.  m.,  with  Dr.  N.  B.  Dela- 
mater    in  the  chair. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  members  present,  the 
largest  attendance  ever  seen  at  an  opening  meet- 
ing. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Invitation  to  the  American  Insti- 
tute. Dr.  Jos.  P.  Cobb  said  that  since  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Homeopathy  had  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  societv  to  be  their  guests  in 
T905,  he  proposed  the  following  motion  for  con- 
sideration : 

That  the  President  of  this  society  appoint  a 
committee  of  twenty  members  to  work  with  the 
Chairman  appointed  by  the  institute,  the  same  to 
constitute  the  Local  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
being  granted  full  power  to  represent  the  society ; 
that  the  committee  consist  of  fifteen  members  to 
represent  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago 
Homeopathic  Medical  College,  and  Hering  Med- 
ical College ;  five  to  represent  that  part  of  the 
profession  not  connected  with  the  teaching  staff ; 
and  that  each  of  these  institutions  nominate  the 
five  physicians  by  whom  they  desire  to  be  rep- 
resented on  this  general  committee. 

The  President  then  named  the  following  phy- 
sicians to  become  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Local  Arrangements : 

Hahnemann  Medical  College — H.  V.  Halbert, 
C.  G.  Fellows,  A.  L.  Blackwood.  C.  J.  Swan,  C. 
E.  Kahlke. 

Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College — W.  M. 
Stearns,  T.  E.  Costain,  M.  B.  Blouke,  B.  A. 
McBurney.  S.   H.  Aurand. 

Hering  Medical  College — R.  Morris,  M.  M. 
Thompson,  F.  E.  Wieland,  J.  H.  Allen.  W.  S. 
Harvey. 

At  'large— C.  F.  Ely,  K.  C.  Sweet.  A.  E. 
Thomas,  L.  A.  Schultz,  G.  B.  Richards. 

After  the  appointments  Dr.  Cobb  continued 
that  since  there  is  but  one  large  city  in  Illinois. 


and  there  being  no  other  place  outside  of  Chi- 
cago within  out  State  where  the  institute  is 
likely  to  meet  in  the  near  future,  he  would  ask 
the  Illinois  Homeopathic  Medical  Association  to 
share  as  hosts  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy  at  its  next  annual  session.  He  un- 
derstood that  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
association  had  already  voted  to  hold  their  meet- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  institute  session ;  and  that 
they  would  share  in  the  pleasure  and  responsi- 
bility of  entertaining  the  Institute.  He  therefore 
moved  that  a  formal  invitation  be  extended  to 
the  President  and  officers  of  the  State  societv. 
requesting  them  to  appoint  a  committee  to  rep- 
resent the  State  society  and  the  homeopathic 
profession  of  the  State,  to  advise,  to  assist,  and 
to  act  with  the  committee  in  preparing  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Institute,  and  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  its  members  during  such  meeting. 


Globules. 


— Via  the  Underground  wireless  we  learn  that 
one  homeopathic  college  in  good  and  honorable 
standing  in  the  profession  and  in  the  Intercollegi- 
ate Committee  of  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy sent  a  "hustler"  after  three  senior  students 
of  another  homeopathic  college  also  in  good 
standing,  etc.,  and  got  'em.  Behold,  how  good 
and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  homeopathic  colleges  to 
dwell  together  in  unity !  Wonder  what  the  con- 
sideration was ;  and  also  whether  the  American 
Institute  of  Homeopathy  will  stand  for  such 
transaction. 

— When  the  North  American  Journal  of 
Homeopathy  editorially  incites  to  murder  we 
feel  that  the  Senate  of  Seniors  erred  in  letting 
that  journal  escape  censure  or  suppression  last 
summer.  But,  truly,  what  was  there  about  our 
statement  of  the  Cleveland  Harmony  incident 
that  was  so  awfully  bad?  We  but  stated  in 
type  what  was  common  homeopathic  gossip 
for  months  if  not  years  theretofore  preceding. 
What  did  it  all  amount  to?  The  College 
has  reopened,  is  at  work  with  a  satisfactory  class 
and  gives  every  outward  evidence  of  pros- 
perity. Possibly  our  article  had  the  not  unusual 
effect  of  especially  advertising  the  college.  If 
Porter  is  not  more  circumspect  in  his  editorial 
recommendations  we  may  be  tempted  to  say 
something  equally  anarchistic  concerning  him  and 
his'n. 

— That  expose  in  New  York  City  of  the  Drug 
Infamy  makes  startling  reading.  It  seems  that 
Fredk.  Bayer  &  Co.  of  Elberfeld.  Germany, 
through  their  New  York  representatives  have  been 
after  a  fake  drug  concern  which  has  been  issuing 
spurious  drugs,  proprietaries,  and  the  like,  for 
something  like  nine  or  ten  years.  A  search  of 
the  premises  of  the  concern  produced  the  names 
of  over  5000  druggists  as  among  its  patrons  buy- 
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ing  these  spurious  and,  necessarily,  dangerous 
goods,  because  adulterated  and  sold  at  largely  re- 
duced prices.  This  is  equal  in  enormity  and  in- 
famy to  that  other  discovery  of  bars  of  iron  in  cork 
life-preservers,  in  both  instances  attacking  that 
which  man  holds  most  dear  in  all  the  world — his 
own  life.  To  what  base  uses  may  not  a  criminal 
mind  stoop  to  make  an  extra  dollar  !  There  ought 
to  he  exemplary  punishment  in  these  cases. 
When  that  list  of  renegade  druggists  is  published 
as  we  hope  it  may  be.  examine  it  carefully  and 
see  if  your  druggist  has  been  engaged  in  this 
nefarious  practice. 

— We  had  the  pleasure  recently  of  a  visit  from 
Dr.  Titus  of  Attica,  Ohio  i  Ann  Arbor  '96  1. 

— The  Monthly  Homeopathic  Review  of  Lon- 
don does  honor  to  itself  as  well  as  to  the  pro- 
fession by  placing  a  mourning  band  about  the 
margin  of  its  cover  page  because  of  the  death  of 
Dr.  Dudgeon.  He  certainly  deserved  this  distin- 
guished honor. 

— Dr.  W.  R.  MacLaren.  Professor  of  Practice 
in  the  Detroit  Homeopathic  College,  died  July  28 
very  suddenly  of  angina  pectoris.  Dr.  MacLaren 
was  sixty-two  years  of  age.  and  graduated  in  1871 
from  Hahnemann.  Chicago.  He  practiced  in 
Chicago  until  the  great  fire,  when  he  removed  to 
\\  oonsocket,  R.  I.,  spending  much  time  in  study 
in  the  Boston  hospitals.  From  Woonsocket  he 
came  to  Detroit,  and  practiced  there  until  his 
death. 

— The  Xew  England  Medical  Gazette  appears 
upon  our  table  in  its  old  and  original  cover-page 
minus  the  name  of  Otis  Clap])  &  Sen  as  pub- 
lishers. The  Editor  announces  that  the  Gazette 
will  henceforth  be  no  longer  connected  with  the 
Clapp  Company;  this  being  done  to  avoid  the 
possible  seeming  of  being  governed  and  con- 
trolled by  its  commercialism  ;  and  that  it  will  now 
be  issued  by  Mr.  Boynton  with  address  at  Hyde 
Park.  Mass.  We  know  Mr.  Boynton  very  well, 
and  have  always  admired  him  and  his  thorough- 
going business  ways.  The  Gazette,  we  believe 
has  made  one  mistake  in  its  latest  move.  i.  c.  in 
increasing  its  annual  subscribtion  to  $2.00.  In 
this  day  of  cheap  journals  it  is  not  wise  to  in- 
crease a  subscription  price,  unless  unusual  ad- 
vantages are  offered — and  these  do  not  seem  to 
in  prospect.  So  large  and  splendid  a  journal  as 
the  Medical  Century  found  it  profitable  to  cut 
down  its  subscription  price  from  three  to  two 
dollars  when  Dewey  took  charge.  So  long  as  the 
colleges,  hospitals,  and  pharmacies  are  ready  to 
issue  eighty  or  a  hundred  pages  monthly  for  one 
dollar,  or  even  present  you  with  it  gratis,  it  looks 
like  a  bad  venture  to  raise  the  price  of  another 
journal.     We  hope  the  Gazette  will  do  well. 

— The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, in  its  issue  of  the  15th  of  October  last, 
answering  one  of  its  correspondents  touching  the 
"  eligibility  of  sectarians  to  county  medical 
societies."   after   straining   a    good    deal    through 


almost  a   column   of  impartial   rendering   of   the 
law  in  all  such  cases  made  and  provi'i 
Bunsbian  counsel   with  his  rare  bit   of  wis 
*'  It  may  be  better,  in  some  instai 
than  to  reject  one  whose  statu  rfecth 

clear,    because    the    very    admission,    ti 
fellowship  with  men  of  high  professional  id< 
may  prove  the  turning  point  of  a  can  n  in 

error  and  continued   for  the  lack  1  unity 

to  retrace  false  steps  taken  in  ignorance  and  in- 
nocence.'"     Xow,  really,  doesn't  that   sound   nice 
and  sweet  and  kind  and  tolerant  and   forgiving? 
Wonder  how  Mack  of  La  Porte  got  into  that  old 
school    meeting    where    he    made    that    pla 
speech  on  a  recent  occasion,  in  which   he  hoped 
the  day  would  not  be  far  distant  when  all  medical 
brethren  could  be  able  to  sit  under  the  same  vine 
and  fig  tree  and  be  forever  at  rest.      Had  h< 
nounced  his  former  ignorance  and  innocence  in 
order  to  be  persona  grata  with   these   fellows 
high  professional  idea 

—Dr.  Stephen  II.  Knight,  of  Detroit,  the 
talented  and  fearless  editor  of  the  Medical  Coun- 
selor has  removed  his  office  to  18  West  Willis 
Avenue. 

— Dr.  Warren  E.  Putnam,  an  eminent  homeo- 
pathic practitioner  of  Bennington,  Vermont,  has 
been  appointed  by  Gov.  Bell,  Surgeon  General 
•  >i  the  State  of  Vermont  with  rank  of  Brigadier 
General.  Good  for  Vermont,  the  Governor  and 
Dr.  Putnam!  Homeopathy  ha-  some  public 
recognition.  What  State  will  be  next  to 
this  splendid  example ': 

— From  the  Homeopathic  World,  of  London. 
we  note  the  death  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Von  Dittman  of 
St.  Petersburg,  with  an  obituary  notice  by  his 
friend  and  professional  brother  Dr.  Leon  Brasol 
of  the  same  city.  Dr.  Von  Dittman.  as  well  as 
Dr.  Brasol.  were  present  at  the  International 
neopathic  Congress  at  London  in  1896,  and 
were  especially  noted  for  their  erudition  in  mat- 
ters homeopathic  and  in  general  literature.  These 
twain  were  inseparable  friends. 

—  Perhaps  when  these  few  lines  written  "  in 
hast  with  a  bad  pen."  reach  the  reader  the 
Eighth  Annual  Post-Graduate  and  Practitioners' 
Course  o\  the  Ann  Arbor  Homeopathic  School 
will  be  a  pleasant  and  instructive  memory  alone, 
for  it  is  set  to  begin  November  8th.  and 
elude    November    18th.       Were    it    1  the 

exactions  of  our  little  parish  practice,  we  would 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  attending  t! 
annual  Homeopathic  Post-Graduate  1 
They  are  always  instructive;  for  this  little  band 
of  Professors  up  there  are  single  in  their  desire 
to  hold  up  the  True  Homeopathy.  Dr.  G.  W. 
Roberts,    pi  Clinical    Surgery    in    the 

.Yew    York    Homeopathic    Medical   ( 
promised  to  be  present  >t   in  the 

All   those  many   of   us   who   know    Dr.    Roberts 
know  that  the  occasion  with  his  presence  and  aid 
■ne  and  one  long  to  be  remembered 
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— The  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  in  closing 
one  of  its  rousing  calls  to  the  faithful  to  send  in 
students  closes  its  peroration  thus :  "  There  is  no 
better  time  to  enter  than  now,  and  the  new  dean, 
Dr.  Thomas,  and  the  faculty  will  see  to  it  that 
you  are  an  educated  eclectic  physician  when  you 
graduate  from  the  halls  of  the  old  E.  M.  I." 
How  many  a  homeopathic  college  of  this  day  and 
date  is  able  to  follow  its  graduate  to  the  door  of 
the  college,  and,  while  handing  him  his  knapsack 
containing  the  marshal's  baton,  can  honestly  as- 
sure him  that  he  is  an  educated  homeopathic  phy- 
sician ?  Oh,  yes,  truly,  they  will  be  educated,  all- 
around,  general  physicians ;  but  in  two  years 
thereafter,  how  many  of  them  will  be  practicing 
homeopathic  medicine  by  first  intention  ?  How 
many  of  them  will  not  be  subscribers  to  American 
Medicine,  The  Alkaloidal  Clinic,  and  The  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  with  scant, 
if  any,  use  for  the  Medical  Century,  the  North 
American,  or  the  Hahnemannian  ? 

—We  notice  that  the  letterhead  of  the  Cleve- 
land Homeopathic  Hospital,  which  reached  us  a 
few  days  ago,  carrying  an  advertisement  of  the 
advantages  of  this  hospital,  still  bears  the  name 
of  M.  A.  Hanna  as  President.  Was  not  this  that 
same  Mark  Hanna  who  died  in  Washington — so 
inopportunely — under  the  soft  and  gentle  minis- 
trations of  the  old  school  doctors  ?  Is  not  this 
that  same  Hanna  who  had  his  old  school  family 
physician  come  all  the  way  from  Cleveland  to 
Washington  to  diagnose  typhoid  fever  and  pack 
"the  old  man  "  in  ice,  much  against  his  wishes? 
We  also  find  the  name  of  Myron  T.  Herrick,  our 
one-term  P>rannock  Governor  of  Ohio,  given  as 
Second  Vice-President ;  and  several  other  big 
names.  And  we  wonder  how  many  of  these  great 
people  who  officer  the  homeopathic  hospital  em- 
ploy old  school  doctors  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  The  circular  in  question  is  rather 
unique  in  its  setting  forth  and  out  of  its  hopes 
and  ambitions.  It  expects  to  engage  a  competent 
nurse ;  the  diet  will  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
competent  person ;  it  hopes  to  paint  the  outside 
of  the  old  building ;  the  entire  building  will  soon 
have  a  general  cleaning  up ;  the  old  smoke  stack 
has  been  removed ;  the  first  floor  painted  a  sky- 
blue  pink  ;  and  cement  sidewalks  have  been  laid  in 
front  of  the  hospital.  Surely  all  these  things 
done  and  promised  ought  to  make  for  a  larger 
attendance  of  patients  than  ever  before. 

— Some  alleged  medical  fellow  in  Minnesota 
has  compiled  a  book  on  The  Sexual  Life  which 
ought  promptly  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Corn- 
stock  people,  if  its  contents  are  anything  like  what 
is  promised  in  the  sample  pages  left  sticking  in 
the  handle  of  our  front  door  and  in  other  front 
doors  in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  We  decline  to 
believe  for  one  minute  that  this  fellow  has  dis- 
covered anything  new  or  startling  in  sexual  mat- 
ters ;  what  he  has  done,  if  we  may  believe  his 
large  and  small  posters,  and  his  catchy  advertise- 
ments, is  to  put  a  nasty  matter  in  a  much  nastier 


way  than  a  decent  doctor  would  dare  to  do,  then 
issue  it  in  popular  form  and  price  and  introduce 
it  to  the  breakfast  table,  so  that  our  daughter  and 
son  and  all  others  cannot  possibly  escape  seeing 
his  suggestive  subjects,  and,  hence,  be  induced  to 
purchase  the  book.  The  honest  and  legitimate 
book  market  is  filled  with  thorough-going  books 
on  sexual  subjects;  and  there  is  no  excuse,  not 
the  slightest,  for  adding  another  compilation— 
for  he  cannot  have  aught  that  is  medically  new — 
to  the  lot ;  and  to  thrust  his  nasty  subject  into  our 
household  whether  we  want  to  see  it  or  not  ought 
to  be  punishable.  Where  is  Anthony  Comstock 
these  days?     Or  the  Post-office  Department? 

— Drink  liberally  of  water  and  avoid  appen- 
dicitis, says  Dr.  Parkyn. 

— Good  man — My  boy,  don't  you  know  that 
every  cigarette  is  a  nail  in  your  coffin  ? 

"  No,  mister,  'cause  I  don't  need  any  coffin. 
When  I  die  I'm  going  to  be  cremated." 

— Mr.  Puffem — I  see  where  a  Western 
preacher  declares  there  will  be  no  men  in  heaven. 

Mrs.  Puffem — Of  course  not.  All  the  men 
will  want  to  poke  off  into  the  smoking  room. 

— A  rectum  loaded  with  fecal  matter  or  a  blad- 
der full  of  urine  will  sometimes  cause  retention 
of  the  placenta.  These  cavities  emptied,  what 
was  thought  to  be  an  adherent  placenta  will  often 
be  expelled  in  a  normal  way. 

— "  Did  you  bring  back  the  veterinary  sur- 
geon with  you  ?  " 

"  No,  sir ;  he  wouldn't  come.  He  says  he's 
changed  his  business." 

"  Eh  !     What  is  he  now  ?  " 

"  He's  an  A.  D. — automobile  doctor,  sir." 

— From  far  off  India  we  receive  a  Report  of 
Charitable  Institutions,  accompanied  by  a  "  Guide 
to  Health — Enquire  Within,"  which  awakens  us 
to  an  almost  forgotten  phase  of  late  American 
homeopathic  life.  This  "  guide  of  health — en- 
quire within,"  is  a  copy  of  some  of  the  old 
Homeopathic  News  trade  advertisements,  being, 
in  short,  nothing  more  than  a  copy  of  the  Luyties' 
trade  circular  highly  extolling  hymosa,  phytoline, 
fareol,  the  Schuessler  remedies,  and  the  many 
others  with  which  the  American  profession  used 
to  be  so  plentifully  regaled  only  a  short  time 
ago.  In  the  Schuessler-end  of  the  circular  we 
find  as  recommenders  of  these  remedies  the  names 
of  prominent  American  physicians  like  H.  C. 
Allen,  Wesselhoeft,  Holbrook,.  A.  B.  Norton,  and 
others,  but  without  residence  or  date.  But  why 
prolong  the  statement  ?  It  is  the  same  old  com- 
mercial way  that  we.  in  the  United  States,  were 
so  familiar  with. 

—Dr.  Frank  B.  Jackson  of  Oil  City.  Pa.,  writes 
us  a  good,  old-fashioned  homeopathic  letter,  de- 
tailing his  many  recent  experiences  with  the  lit- 
erature of  the  "old  school.  It  is  refreshing  to 
receive  such  a  letter  from  an  enthusiastic  homeo- 
path. 
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— The  current  issue  of  our  esteemed  contem- 
porary, the  Medical  Advano  rt  of 
the  cure  of  constipation  in  the  physician  reporting 
the  case  as  follows  : 

"  (  'ne  day  mentioning  my  troubles  to  an  old 
homeopathic  physician,  he  said,  take  a  dosi 
belladonna  every  night  on  going  to  bed,  you  arc 
suffering    from    spinal    irritation,    the    result    oi 
onanism." 

And  this  later  Montaigne  publishes  the  inci- 
dent withoul  reservation!  This  is  a  physician  in 
Scotland.  In  America  we  do  not  often  find  such 
naivete  among  physicians,  or  men  generally. 
Here  it  is  the  alleged  gentler  and  more  delicate 
sex  which  prints  and  publishes  in  the  daily  news- 
papers its  variegated  and  various  ills  for  the  edi- 
fication of  the  neighbors,  and  their  own  children, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lydia  Pinkham  and  Peruna 
remedies — and  others. 

i 

— The  Department  of  the  U.  S.  Army  in  Cali- 
fornia gives  the  civil  service  examination  a  rather 
purpleish  eye.  It  says  that  of  a  number  of  suc- 
cessful applicants  for  place  in  the  engineering 
department  the  Department  is  unable  to  find  one 
who  is  capable  of  carrying  on  the  work.  That 
these  examinations  of  the  C.  S.  applicant  are  com- 
plete and  perfect  and  better  doubtlessly  by  far 
than  that  of  some  man  who  has  worked  his  way 
up  step  by  step  in  the  army  until  he  had  mastered 
the  infinite  but  practical  details  of  the  work  is  ad 
mitted,  yet  when  the  civil  service  candidate,  who 
had  passed  successfully  all  the  heated  plowshare- 
tests  was  put  to  work  he  was  helpless  almost  as 
an  infant.  Isn't  this  practically  the  same  every- 
where, where  a  schoolboy  examination  is  suffered 
to  take  the  place  of  practical  experience?  Think 
of  a  last  March's  medical  graduate  passing  with 
banners  flying  and  trumpets  sounding,  the  State 
Examination  Board  and  then  settling  in  some  vil- 
lage or  town  and  starving  half  to  death  because  of 
inability  to  get  practice,  or,  having  got  it.  being 
unable  to  handle  it;  and  then  consider  a  man  of, 
say.  twenty  years  daily,  hourly  practice,  attempt- 
ing to  pass  that  same  Board  and  being  turned 
down  because  he  couldn't  square  the  circle,  or 
couldn't  tell  the  hypothenuse  of  a  church  door 
from  an  underdone  calculus,  or  differentiate  a 
staphylococci  from  a  Klebs-Loeffler,  but  who 
could,  because  he  had  done  so  for  many  years 
before,  take  cases  of  illness  and  cure  them  cito 
into  et  jucundc.  What  was  it  the  little  lad  said 
about  straining  at  a  gate  and  swallowing  a  saw- 
mill5 

— "The  reason  why  I  took  my  student  from 
your  college,"  answered  a  physician  to  a  college 
professor,  "  was  because  you  didn't  seem  to  care 
for  him  or  for  me.  I  sent  him  to  you  on  your 
printed  promises.  Two  weeks  after  that,  having 
business  in  your  city,  I  visited  your  school.  I 
called  on  the  dean,  who  was  busy  with  his  pri- 
vate practice,  and  couldn't  be  seen  except  at  his 
house   at  an   hour   when    1    preferred    to   be    in 


bed.     1  railed  on  the  registrar,  who  v  oung 

and  so  indifferent,  that  1  walked  out  disgusted. 
I  attended  one  or  two  of  the  lectures  and  might 

as  well  have  been  a  Hindu  in  a  Jewish  church 
for  all  the  attention  that  was  shown  me.  I  spoke 
to  one  of  the  operating  surgeons,  ami  was  left 
standing  in  the  hall  as  be  moved  off  without  fur- 
ther notice  of  me.  So  I  called  up  my  student, 
and  he,  feeling  as  I  did,  that  you  wire  an  in- 
different, cold-blooded,  selfish  lot.  told  him  to 
pack  up  and  we  would  find  some  place  elsewhere, 
where  they  would  evince  some  interest  in  the 
student  and  bis  preceptor.     You  pn  are 

igh-toned  for  me.     I  suppose  if  I  bad  steered 

a  good  pay  operation  to  your  gynecologist  he 
might  have  invited  me  to  a  twenty-five 
dinner  and  a  pre-election  cigar.  1  could  walk 
through  every  room  of  your  building  without 
attracting  attention  from  your  professors,  and 
unless  the  janitor  happened  to  mistake  and  shoot 
mi'  for  a  burglar,  1  might  sleep  there  all  night 
without  molestation.  You  ought  to  l;"  into  suc- 
cessful  competition  with  a  cold-storage  plant. 
You  are  great  folks  with  printers'  ink  and  prom- 
ises, but  you  ain't  worth  a  tinker's  dam  in  the 
matter  of  ordinary  politeness  and  courtesy." 

— In  habitual  epistaxis,  says  Medical  Sum- 
mary, without  regard  to  the  cause,  the  frequency 
of  the  attacks,  or  their  severity,  ammonium  car- 
bonate is  an  absolute  specific.  Two  grains  every 
ten  minutes  will  stop  the  (low  quickly  during  the 
attack.  To  correct  the  tendency  and  overcome 
the  habit,  two  grains  should  be  given  from  three 
to   six  times  each  day. 

\  merciful  man  is  merciful  to  bis  beast. 
Horn.  Envoy.  If  your  dog  has  distemper  give 
him  arsenicum;  same  remedy  for  offensive  dis- 
charge from  the  nose;  for  rheumatism,  rhus  tox  : 
fever,  aconite;  diarrhea,  arsenicum;  though  if 
discharge  be  bloody,  substitute  mercurius  cor.; 
mange,  sulphur. 

If  your  chickens  have  the  roup  give  spongia 
15,  or  cholera,  arsenicum  iod.  3X. 

For  hay-fever,  arundo  maur.  3X. 

--The  clever  paper  by  \h\  R.  S.  Copeland  of 
the  Ami  Arbor  homeopathic  department,  enti- 
tled. "  In  Defense  of  the  Attenuated  Drug,"  ami 
presented  to  the  Niagara  Falls  Institute  this  last 
(alleged)  summer,  lies  before  us  in  reprint  from 
the  Medical  Century.  It  is  truly  a  clever  arraign- 
ment of  this  difficult  and  century-old  subject. 
It  is  the  first  paper  of  the  kind,  built  on  a  true 
scientific  basis,  which  has  ever  appeared  to  our 
know  lei!  that    can    be    submitted    to    our 

friends   the    low    dilutionists   as   well    as    the   ma- 
terialists   in    our    camp    and    in    that    *<\    th 
school.     It  ought  to  be  read  and  studied  by  even 
medical   (learned)  man.  who  wants  to  know   win 
the  small   dose  of  medicine    is  Ctive.      i 

not  an  appeal  to  faith,  to  hearsay,  or  to  senti- 
ment; it  deals  with  a  scientific  fact.  Get  it  and 
read  it  carefully. 
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— Dr.  ,W.  H.  Hanchett,  formerly  of  Omaha, 
has  gone  to  Salt  Lake  City,  to  take  up  the  prac- 
tice of  his  brother  J.  C,  who  has  removed  to 
San  Francisco.  The  new  office  will  be  at  the 
Wilson  Hotel,  with  telephone  1958. 

— Dr.  Alice  Butler,  one  of  our  clever  and  most 
.successful  homeopathic  physicians,  has  changed 
her  offices  to  suite  806-808  of  the  Rose  Building, 
Cleveland.  This  change  became  necessary  be- 
cause her  former  offices  in  this  same  building 
had  become  inadequate  for  her  constantly  in- 
creasing practice. 

— A  correspondent  commends  Adams  Center. 
Jefferson  County,  New  York,  on  New  York  Cen- 
tral Road,  ten  miles  from  Watertown,  as  a  de- 
sirable location  for  a  homeopathic  physician. 
American  people  predominate,  who  want  homeo- 
pathic treatment  when  ill.  More  particulars,  if 
wanted,  in  the  editor's  hands. 

— Secretary  Carl  Watson  of  the  Northwestern 
Ohio  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  gives  us  due 
and  timely  notice  of  the  next  (the  twelfth) 
annual  meeting  of  that  popular  society  in  Toledo, 
December  13,  1904.  Dr.  William  A.  Hum- 
phrey, a  scholarly  practitioner  as  he  is  an  ad- 
vanced thinker,  is  President,  thus  insuring  a 
symposium  of  valuable  medical  material. 

— As  a  purge  for  the  parturient  woman  (Med. 
Brief),  nothing  equals  good  old-fashioned  castor 
oil,  with  a  pinch  of  soda  bicarbonate  added  to 
the  dose.  It  undoubtedly  makes  labor  easier. 
Let  the  woman  eat  a  couple  of  strong  pepper- 
mint drops  to  benumb  taste,  then  take  the  oil  in 
a  little  warm  milk,  and  follow  with  a  couple 
more  peppermints.  She'll  hardly  taste  the  stuff 
at  all. 

— Dr.  Geo.  W.  Bowen,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
lifelong  homeopath,  the  father  of  several  homeo- 
pathic remedies,  says,  in  a  letter  to  us,  that  a 
large  part  of  his  time  for  the  last  twenty  years 
has  been  devoted  to  learning  how  to  prevent  or 
cure  infectious  or  contagious  diseases,  and  that  he 
has  accomplished  all  that  could  be  desired, 
namely.  Perfection.  He  has  now  a  preparation, 
which,  if  given  for  nine  days,  will  prevent  small- 
pox, or  cure  it ;  and  that  these  medicines  need 
not  cost  anyone  any  more  than  vaccination.  He 
asks  for  someone  to  help  him  market  his  inven- 
tion and  thus  drive  vaccination  out  of  the  world. 
It  is  in  pill   form,  and  very  easy  to  take. 

— A  certain  manufacturer,  putting  out  an  un- 
usually elegant  preparation  made  from  the  ordi- 
nary galenicals,  was  surprised  recently  to  re- 
ceive a  report  of  a  case  of  poisoning,  following 
the  use  of  his  remedy  as  directed.  On  looking 
the  matter  up  it  was  ascertained  that  the  method 
•of  dropping  adopted  by  the  user  gave  at  least 
three  times  the  intended  dose,  with  the  result 
described.     Could  anything,  next  to  the  ordinary 


galenical  preparation,  be  more  uncertain  than  the 
drop  or  the  teaspoonful  dosage  so  commonly 
suggested?  The  only  salvation  from  this  is  the 
well-known  uncertainty  of  the  preparations, 
w  hich  usually  and  fortunately  carry  less  rather 
than  more  of  the  one  or  more  principles  on  which 
the  activity  of  most  of  them  depends. 

— It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  interest 
can  be  invoked  among  the  local  profession  for 
the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  Society. 
After  receiving  a  well  written  notice  inviting  at- 
tendance and  participation  in  the  opening  ses- 
sion (October  26th),  but  a  beggarly  number  ap- 
peared to  listen  to  a  most  excellent  paper  by 
Professor  George  W.  Spencer,  on  a  psycholog- 
ical topic,  the  discussion  of  which  by  Professors 
WT.  A.  Phillips,  Baxter,  and  others  made  it  quite 
a  profitable  hour  and  occasion.  Cnhappily  the 
fool-talk  by  the  college  people  of  having  been 
duped  this  past  summer  by  the  local  physicians 
— the  correct  incidents  of  which  alleged  "  dup- 
ing "  were  set  out  at  full  in  these  pages — will 
not  down,  and  has  arrayed  most  of  the  "  out- 
siders "  against  the  professors.  Having  made 
an  unseemly  and  undignified  mess  of  the  har- 
mony effort,  it  had  been  well  and  wise  for  the 
professors  to  have  kept  still  about  it,  especially 
in  view  of  the  accessions  made  to  their  profes- 
sional ranks  by  reason  of  the  fiasco,  namely,  a 
famous  surgeon,  two  physiologists,  all  whereof 
being  dyed-in-the-wool  homeopaths,  and  several 
other  notable  acquisitions.  Among  the  now  glit- 
tering array  of  homeopathic  teachers  enough  of 
the  Faithful  ought  to  be  found  to  fill  the  benches 
of  the  Homeopathic  Society  once  a  month.  But 
this  does  not  excuse  the  remainder  of  the  local 
profession.     Wake  up ! 

— Some  of  the  grave  faults  of  many,  if  not 
most,  of  our  society  meetings,  consists,  first,  of 
the  non-attention  to  the  time  limit  for  speaking, 
and  second,  not  speaking  to  the  subject.  The 
chairman  should  see  that  these  two  rules  are 
rigorously  observed.  In  one  society,  which  we 
attended,  one  member  spoke  twenty-eight  min- 
utes on  a  very  ordinary,  every-day  medical  topic. 
Several  speakers  took  some  insignificant  or  inci- 
dental relation  in  the  paper  and  related  cases  and 
incidents  having  no  bearing  whatsoever  on  the 
subject  of  the  essay  presumably  under  discussion, 
As  an  instance,  diphtheria  was  the  topic ;  the 
discussion  drifted  from  that  into  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  the  value  and  valuelessness  of  antitoxin, 
and  the  microscope.  It  is  one  of  the  chief  func- 
tions of  the  chairman  to  keep  his  speakers  to  the 
question,  and  stop  their  rambling  all  over  the 
medical  and  non-medical  zodiac. 
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Severe    Gastric    Condition    Cured    Entirely    by 
Bovinine. 

BY    T.    J.    BIGGS,    M.D..    STAMFORD,    CONN. 

Martin  II.,  American,  age  sixty,  admitted  to 
the  Hospital  July  2.  1904.  Patient  presented  the 
following  symptoms:  loss  of  appetite, disagreeable 
feeling  of  gnawing,  and  at  times  fullness,  in  the 
stomach;  tenderness  at  the  epigastrium;  slightly 
influenced  by  eating;  prominence  of  the  epigas- 
trium ;  morning'  vomiting,  consisting  of  glairy 
mucus  raised  after  great  retching;  constant  thirst, 
water  and  at  times  stimulants  being  craved  :  often 
great  burning  at  the  pit  ^\  the  stomach;  bowels 
stopped  ;  urine  high  colored  ;  a  feling  of  mental 
depression:  sleeplessness  with  occasional  attacks 
of  vertigo;  follicular  pharyngitis  of  an  aggra- 
vated type  ;  much  loss  of  flesh,  muscles  relaxed, 
and  the  skin  dry.  The  patient  had  suffered  with 
this  condition  for  ten  years  and  in  spite  of  all 
treatments  employed,  had  been  growing  steadily 
worse. 

I  put  him  on  the  following  course  of  treatment. 
after  thoroughly  regulating  the  bowels  and  secre- 
tions;  a  teaspoonful  of  bovinine  and  milk  every 
hour;  to  allay  the  thirst  he  was  given  half  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  bovinine  in  half  a  glass  of  Veruna 
water  as  necessary.  At  the  end  of  the  third  day 
the  quantity  of  bovinine  was  increased  to  a  table- 
spoonful  every  two  hours,  this  being  continued 
for  a  week,  when  the  bovinine  was  increased  to  a 
wineglassful  every  three  hours.  At  this  time  the 
morning  vomiting  had  ceased,  the  pain  in  the 
abdomen  had  disappeared  and  he  had  gained 
three  and  one-half  pounds  in  weight :  treatment 
continued.  August  10th,  patient's  condition  was 
splendid,  felt  hungry  but  was  still  satisfied  with 
the  bovinine  and  milk.  August  16th,  all  abnormal 
symptoms  had  disappeared,  and  the  patient  was 
allowed  a  light  general  diet.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  bovinine  treatment  up  to  the  present  time, 
the  patient  had  taken  absolutely  nothing  but  the 
bovinine  and  milk.  August  21st,  the  patient  was 
discharged  cured,  having  gained  ten  and  one-half 
pounds  in  flesh  and  was  feeling  splendidly. 


/^edic&l  progress 


Styptlcin  in  Gynecological  Practice. 


Stypticin,  says  Dr.  Weissbart,  is  not  so  widely 
known  as  its  demonstrated  efficiency  entitles  it 
to  be.  While  we  possess  good  remedies  for 
uterine  bleeding,  yet  ergot  and  hydrastis  often 
disappoint  us  where  stypticin  does  not;  more- 
over the  latter  produces  no  uterine  pains.  The 
field  of  usefulness  is  for  stypticin  a  limited  one, 
but  within  this  held  it  is  an  excellent  drug.  In 
simple  menorrhagia,  in  climacteric  bleeding,  in 
congestive  hemorrhages  of  young  girls,  and  in 
abortion  after  the  uterus  is  empty,  stypticin  has 
given  most  satisfactory  results.  In  myoma  or 
polypus  of  the  uterus,  in  hemorrhages  during 
pregnancy,  and  in  certain  other  conditions  it 
lias  not  been  found  of  value.  The  author  has 
used  the  drug,  which  is  chemically  cotarnine 
hydrochlorate  and  closely  related  to  hydras- 
tinine,  in  fifty  cases.  I  lis  experience  coincides 
with  that  of  others. 

In  three  cases  of  climacteric  hemorrhage  the 
remedy  acted  promptly  and  without  any  bv- 
effects.  In  menstrual  bleeding,  without  uterine 
or  adnexal  disease,  stypticin  gave  good  results 
in  some,  and  poor  results  in  other  cases,  while  in 
menstrual  hemorrhages  of  all  other  kinds  the 
effect  was  excellent.  However  no  sedative 
action  could  be  noticed,  as  alleged  by  certain 
authors.  Good  were  the  effects  also  in  ten 
cases  '^i  reflex  uterine  bleeding  (retroflexion  of 
the  uterus,  parametritis,  adnexal  tumors).  On 
the  other  hand,  in  bleeding  due  to  fungous  en- 
dometritis the  drug  had  no  effect  though  once  it 
acted  well  after  curettage.  In  subinvolution  in 
childbed,  stypticin  gave  excellent  results,  and 
same  holds  good  of  subinvolution  after 
abortion,  after  the  membranes  have  been 
pelled.  In  fact  the  drug  may  he  used  for  diag- 
nostic purposes  in  such  cases;  when  it  fail 
act.  parts  of  tin  ovum  have  probabl)  been  re- 
tained. In  imminent  abortion  it  checked  the 
bleeding  without  producing  pains.  These  are 
the  conditions  which  will  he  benefited  by 
stypticin.    As  t'  1  di isage  the  autl 


tablets,  containing  0.05  gm.  (3-4  gr.)  each,  and 
gives  usually  2  tablets  thrice  daily  for  several 
days.  No  untoward  effects  were  noted  even 
after  eight  tablets  had  been  taken  daily.  Some 
authors  inject  2  gm.  (1-2  dr.)  of  a  10-per-cent. 
aqueous  solution  in  the  gluteal  region  with  good 
effect. — Die  Heilkunde,  vii.   No.    10. 


Diet. 

The  following  diet  list  is  recommended  by 
Weber  and  Dettweiler  for  tuberculous  patients 
afflicted  with  weak  lungs,  hay,  bronchial  and 
nervous  asthma,  dry  and  chronic  bronchitis, 
catarrh  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  and  consumption, 
in  conjunction  with  the  continued  use  of  B  Fel- 
lows' compound  syrup  of  hypophosphites,  as  fol- 
lows : 

At  7  a.  m.  before  rising. — A  cup  of  milk  with  a 
teaspoonful  of  cognac,  or  a  cup  of  tea  or  cocoa 
with  a  small  piece  of  bread  and  butter. 

9  a.  m.  Breakfast.- — Milk,  with  tea,  coffee  or 
cocoa,  bread  and  butter,  ham,  fish  or  smoked 
meat.  One  teaspoonful  of  R  Fellows'  compound 
syrup  of  hypophosphites  in  wineglassful  of  water. 

11  a.  m. — A  large  glass  of  milk  or  koumiss,  or 
a  cup  of  beef  tea  or  other  meat  soup,  a  piece  of 
bread  and  butter  and  a  glass  of  wine. 

1.30  p.  m.  Dinner. — Well  cooked  meat,  game, 
fowl  or  fish,  with  fresh  vegetables  and  some  light 
pudding  or  cooked  fruit  and  a  glass  of  wine. 
One  teaspoonful  of  fy  Fellows'  compound  syrup 
of  hypophosphites  in  wine-glassful  of  water. 

4  p.  M. — A  glass  of  milk  or  koumiss,  a  cup  of 
tea  or  coffee  well  diluted  with  milk,  bread  and 
butter  or  some  light  buscuit. 

7  p.  M. — A  substantial  meal  similar  to  dinner 
outlined  above.  One  teaspoonful  of  R  Fellows' 
compound  syrup  of  hypophosphites  in  wineglass- 
ful of  water. 

9.30  p.  m.  At  bedtime. — A  cup  of  milk  or 
bread  and  milk,  or  milk  with  some  light  farinace- 
ous pudding. 


Reaping  Ptomaines. 

A  great  many  people  seem  to  think  that  it 
matters  little  what  kind  of  material  goes  into  the 
building  of  the  human  structure  ! 

They  feed  on  thorns  and  expect  to  pick  roses ! 

Later,  they  find  they  have  sown  indigestion  and 
are  reaping  ptomaines. 


It's  a  wonderful  laboratory,  this  human  body. 
But  it  can't  prevent  the  formation  of  deadly 
poisons  within  its  very  being. 

Indeed,  the  alimentary  tract  may  be  regarded 
as  one  great  laboratory  for  the  manufacture  of 
dangerous  substances.  "  Biliousness  "  is  a  forci- 
ble illustration  of  the  formation  and  the  absorp- 
tion of  poisons,  due  largely  to  an  excessive  pro- 
teid  diet.  The  nervous  symptoms  of  the  dyspep- 
tic are  often  but  the  physiological  demonstrations 
of  putrefactive  alkaloids. 

Appreciating  the  importance  of  the  command. 
"  Keep  the  Bowels  Open."  particularly  in  the 
colds,  so  easily  taken  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
coryza,  influenza  and  allied  conditions,  Dr.  L.  P. 
Hammond  of  Rome,  Ga.,  recommends  "laxative 
antikamnia  &  quinine  tablets,"  the  laxative  dose 
of  which  is  two  tablets,  every  two  or  three  hours. 
as  indicated.  When  a  cathartic  is  desired,  ad- 
minister the  tablets  as  directed  and  follow  with  a 
saline  draught  the  next  morning,  before  break- 
fast. This  will  hasten  peristaltic  action  and 
assist  in  removing,  at  once,  the  accumulated  fecal 
matter. 


Items  of  Interest. 

— Minnick:  Let's  see,  Sinnick,  how  is  that 
quotation,  "  Oh,  woman,  in  our  hours  of  ease,  un- 
certain, coy,  and  hard  to  please," — how  does  the 
rest  of  it  go  ? 

Sinnick:  Um-m-m- — let  me  see — er — oh,  yes! 
This  is  it :  "  Oh,  woman,  in  our  hours  of  ease, 
uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please,  but  seen  too 
oft,  familiar  with  her  face,  we  first  endure,  then 
pity,  then  embrace  !  " 

— Kennedy's  extract  of  pinus  canadensis  is  a 
valuable  agent  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  and  admirable  for  the  removal  of 
morbid  discharges  of  every  kind. 

— Mr.  George  Middleton  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  management  echoes  the  sentiment  of  every 
author  who  has  witnessed  a  performance  of  his 
own  play  by  the  Proctor  Stock  Company,  New 
York.  In  many  instances  the  authors  have  en- 
thusiastically declared  the  revival  to  be  as  good,  if 
not  better,  than  the  original,  and  have  stood 
amazed  at  the  tremendous  resources  of  scenic 
studios,  property  storehouses  and  wardrobes 
which  make  possible  the  presentation  of  a  new- 
play  everv  week  with  the  same  care  as  would  be 
expended  upon  a  piece  intended  for  a  season's 
run. 
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WE  were  just  on  the  point  of  saying  something 
particularly  handsome  about  Old  England 
honoring  American  medical  talent  because,  that 
tight  little,  bright  little  island  had  called  our  Dr. 
William  Osier  from  Johns  Hopkins  to  a  scat  of 
honor  in  Oxford,  when  we  discover  that  Dr. 
Osier  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  doubtlessly  a 
Canadian  still.  So  we  have  rebottled  and  re- 
corked  and  replaced  our  overflowing  enthusiasm 
which  we  had  intended  to  spill  over  the  surface  ol 
a  page  or  two  of  this  journal  because  of  this 
newer  evidence  of  the  great  friendliness  for  us 
by  our  English  brethren.  But,  really,  we  have 
no    occasion    for    complaint,    for    has    not    the 


British  Homeopathic  Society  again  honored  a 
number  of  American  homeopaths  with  Corre- 
sponding  Memberships?     One  voulez-vons? 

iff  $  5j« 

AMERICAN  MEDICINE  editorially  com- 
21  ments  on  The  Collapsible  Tube  as  a  succes- 
sor to  the  Tin  Can  for  containing  fond  products 
as  well  as  shoe  polish,  face  cream,  book  paste, 
and  mucilage.  Tt  fears  that  the  term  col- 
lapsible tube  would  prove  an  almost  insurmount- 
able obstacle  to  its  introduction  into  commerce. 
But  note  how  the  term  automobile  sprang  into 
instant  recognition  and  universal  use !  (  >nly  a 
few  days  ago  while  looking  over  the  ad.  pages  of 
an  old  (not  too  old,  either)  copy  of  the  Century 
Magazine,  we  found  horseless  carriages  referred 
l''.  bought  and  sold;  and  elsewhere  in  the  same 
magazine  someone  was  deprecating  that  no  softer 
and  easier  term  could  be  found  for  horseless 
carriage.  I  hit  the  word  came — like  Orlando's 
beard — by  waiting  for  it. 

*     *     * 

PRAISE  from  Sir  Hubert :  Robert  Ellis  Dud- 
geon, at  Carlton  Hill,  London,  aged  84.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  notable  personage  and  was 
one   of   the   most    distinguished     homeopathists 

known  in  England  during  the  past  half  century. 
He  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  subject 
of  optics  and  invented  the  sphygmograph  which 
bears  his  name.      [Am.  Medicine.] 


A  foolhardy  fellow  once  la  ft 

At  a  peppery  party  named  Kraft; 

lie  should  have  known  more, 

For  he  got  it  full  sore, 

Clear  through  from  his  fore  to  his  aft. 

— Medical  Visitor,  October,    1904. 
A  foxy  old  "  liberal  "  named  (Mi. 
At  the  aforementioned  Kraft  "took  a  shot," 
Then  "a   \  oice  from  the  West  " 
Tore  a  hole  in  his  vest, 
And   now    he   wishes  he  had   not. 

— Contributed. 
— There  once  was  a  young  man  named  Ott, 
Who,  at  something  Kraft  wrote,  got  hot  ; 
I  >i<  regarding  pri  ipriety, 
<  lave   his   "  phiz  "   notoriety, 


And  now   '  'tt   knows  he  ought  not. 


istin. 


328 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


flDateria  fIDeMca  fllMecellanp. 

Conducted  by  J.    WILFORD   ALLEN,    M.    D..  no  West 
1 2th  Street,   New  York. 

References  in  this  department  are  made  by  number,  as 
follows  :  Critique,1  ;  Chironian,5  ;  Clinique,8  ;  Med. Times,4  ; 
Hahn.  M".,5;  Envoy,6;  Jour,  of  Obs..7  ;  Am.  Med.  Mo.,8  - 
Recorder.9:  Med.  Student.10;  Clin.  Reporter,":  Arena,15 
M.  &  S.  Reporter,  l3 ;  Century,14;  Counsellor,15;  Era,16 
Visitor.1"  ;  N.  E.  Med.  Gaz.,18  :'Times,19  ;  N.  Am.  Jour.,50 
Pacific  Coast  Jour..51  ;  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Jour.,55  ;  Ad- 
vance, S3  ;  Jour,  of  O.,  6.,  and  L.,54  ;  Progress,55;  Revue 
Homeo..56:  Arch,  fur  Horn.,51;  Allgem.  Horn.  Zeit.,58  ; 
Zeitschrift  fur  Horn.,59  ;  El  Prog.  Homeo.,30  ;  L'Art  Med.,31; 
L'Homeo.,32;  Horn.  Maed.,33;  Horn.  World,34  ;  Horn.  Re- 
view,36; Jour.  Br.  Horn.  So.,36;  Indian  Horn.  Review,3'; 
Eel.  Med.  Jour.,38;  Foreign  Journals,  not  Horn.,39;  Am. 
Journals,  not  Horn.,40. 

"  Run  Down." 

Dr.  W.  B.  Hinsdale  in  the  University  Home 
'  tbserver.  after  giving  the. many  symptoms  of 
this  oft-met  condition,  gives  the  main  remedies  as 
below  : 

Among  the  medicines  we  may  name  phos- 
phoric acid.  This  drug  has  a  kind  of  poetic 
reputation  for  headaches  arising  from  excessive 
study.  If  the  headache  seems  induced  or  aggra- 
vated by  study  and  does  not  easily  yield  to  the 
indicated  remedy,  it  is  well  to  refer  the  case 
to  an  oculist,  for  he  can  relieve  headaches,  some- 
times, that  medicines  do  not  stop. 

Picric  acid  is  said  by  Dr.  Royal  to  be  the 
remedy  for  run-down  students  suffering  from 
brain  fag.  There  are  other  kinds  of  "  fag,"  by 
the  way,  that  students  suffer  from  that  may  be 
"  helped  "  by  this  drug. 

Nux  vomica,  of  course,  is  for  the  individual 
who  has  run  down  while  sitting  in  a  chair  in 
a  grimy,  ill-ventilated  office.  He  has  not  mas- 
ticated his  breakfast,  has  hurried  to  work,  gone 
from  luncheon  to  desk  without  exercise.  He 
rides  too  much  in  the  street  cars  instead  of  walk- 
ing a  reasonable  distance.  He  is  usually  con- 
stipated on  account  of  his  sedentary  habits,  and 
is  cross  and  unnaturally  snappish  to  his  wife  and 
family.  Exercise  or  massage  should  be  alter- 
nated with  this  medicine. 

Zincum  is  indicated  many  times,  especially  if 
the  reactive  powers  are  slow.  The  nervous 
weakness  shows  itself  by  twitching  and  jerking 
of  muscles  even  in  sleep. 

The  picrate  of  zincum  has  been  found  useful 
when  spinal  irritation  accompanies  exhaustion. 

Zincum  phosphite  is  suitable  many  times  for 
the  fag  and  insomnia  of  business  men  suffering 
from  mental  depression  and  business  worry. 

Gelsemium  applies  to  a  class  of  cases  suffering 
from  languor  and  muscular  relaxation.  The 
Gelsemium  patient  has  a  rather  low,  irresponsive 
nervous  condition. 


Cimicifuga  seems  best  indicated  when  the 
upper  and  lower  cervical  vertebrae  are  so  sensi- 
tive to  pressure  that  the  patient  cannot  lean  back 
in  his  chair  on  that  account.  If  reflex  from  ute- 
rine trouble,  in  a  woman,  the  remedy  is  still 
more  indicated.  In  multiple  neuritis  from  alco- 
hol, actea  is  our  first  remedy. 

Xatrum  muriaticum  also  suits  cases  of  spinal 
irritation  with  this  sensitiveness  between  the  ver- 
tebrae ;  but  the  patient  is  better  lying  flat  upon 
the  back. 

J  'hysostigma  is  another  good  remedy.  It  has 
all  kinds  of  burning  and  twinging  sensations  in 
the  spine,  numb  hands,  jerking  of  limbs,  rigidity. 
and  tetanic  spasms  of  the  back. 

Zincum  metallicum  is  the  remedy  when  spinal 
irritation  goes  on  to  partial  paralysis.  There  is 
aching  in  the  back  about  the  last  dorsal  vertebrae ; 
worse  from  sitting.  There  is,  especially,  weak- 
ness of  the  legs. 

Cocculus  is  useful  for  women  who  have  weak 
spines  and  a  paralytic  aching  in  the  small  of 
the  back ;  they  can  hardly  walk,  and  there  is  an 
aching,  gone  feeling  in  the  spine. 

Nux  vomica  suits  the  aching  in  the  back,  as 
it  occurs  from  sexual  excesses. 

Kobalt  likewise  suits  backache  from  sexual 
excess,  but  the  pain  is  worse  from  sitting,  and 
there  is  weakness  of  the  legs.  It  seems  to  fit  in 
with  zincum,  nux,  and  actea,  with  a  symptom 
of  each. 

Thallium,  the  most  poisonous  metal  known, 
causes  neuralgic  spasmodic  pains.  It  has  been 
prescribed  with  success  in  the  horrible  pains  of 
svphilitic  spinal  sclerosis. 

Apis. 

The  first  apis  cure  is  given  by  Dr.  William 
Boerick14 :  "  In  1847  Dr.  Marcy  had  a  lad.  twelve 
years  old,  troubled  with  ascites  and  hydrothorax 
for  several  months.  Old  school  treatment,  tap- 
ping, and  homeopathic  remedies,  failed.  The 
secretion  of  urine  was  nearly  suspended ;  skin 
dry,  hot,  pulse  weak  and  rapid,  respiration  short, 
difficult,  dry  mouth  and  throat,  restless,  anxious, 
sleepless,  with  short  irritating  cough.  At  this 
stage  a  strolling  Indian  woman,  one  of  the  few 
survivors  of  the  Narragansett  tribe,  suggested 
to  the  family  the  use  of  a  honey  bee  night  and 
morning.  She  inclosed  the  bees  in  a  cov- 
ered tin  pail,  placed  them  into  a  heated  oven, 
then  powdered  them,  and  administered  one  in 
syrup  night  and  morning.  After  twenty-four 
hours  skin  less  hot,  respiration  easier,  pulse 
slower,  urine  increased.  Dropsy  diminished 
daily  and  patient  cured  in  a  few  weeks.  This 
is  the  first  cure  by  apis  ever  recorded." 


Spinal   Irritation.  Pulsatilla. 

Dr.  \Y.  A.  Dewey2  after  noting  the  indications  This'-'-  is  one  of  our  best  remedies  in  the  treat- 

for  cimicifuga  in  above  condition  gives  the  fol-  ment    of    phlyctenular    conjunctivitis,    especially 

lowing  list  of  remedies  in  comparison :  when  the  pustules  are  confined  to  the  conjunc- 
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tiva.  It  is  indicated  in  persons,  especially  amen- 
orrhoeic  females,  of  a  mild  temperament  and  fair 
complexion,  and  is  also  very  suitable  to  this 
class  of  ailments  occurring  in  the  Negro.  \\  hen 
pain  in  the  ear,  otorrhcea,  and  other  aural  symp- 
toms accompany  the  eye  disorder,  tlii-.  remedy 
would  he  suggested  to  our  minds.  The  dread 
of  light  is  often  absent  or  quite  moderate,  and 
the  redness  varies.  The  lachrymation  is  not 
acrid,  but  more  abundant  in  the  open  air,  while 
the  other  discharges  are  generally  profuse,  thick, 
white,  or  yellow  and  bland.  The  pains  vary 
greatly,  but  are  more  often  a  pressing,  stinging 
character.  The  lids  may  be  swollen,  are  not  ex- 
coriated, but  verv  subject  to  styes.  The  eyes 
feel  worse  on  getting  warm  from  exercise  or  in 
a  heated  room,  and  generally  in  the  evening,  but 
are  ameliorated  in  the  open  air  and  by  cold  ap- 
plications. The  concomitant  symptoms  of  stom- 
ach derangement,  amenorrhcea,  etc.,  must  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

A   True  homeopathic  Cure. 

Dr.  Win.  Lathrop  Love  of  Brooklyn,  in  an 
article  on  "  Should  students  select  the  homeo- 
pathic school,"  cites  this  interesting  case : 

A  lady  came  to  me  a  couple  of  years  ago  so 
crippled  with  rheumatism  that  she  was  brought 
in  a  coach.  She  told  me  that  she  was  tired  of 
allopathic  doctors,  and  had  been  recommended 
to  me  "  because  I  was  a  homeopath."  She  told 
me  the  only  thing  her  doctors  had  ever  done  for 
her  was  to  cure  her  of  her  skin  trouble,  an  ec- 
zema that  she  had,  and  I  asked  her  how  they  had 
done  that,  and  she  told  me  what  ointments 
they  had  used.  I  gave  her  sulphur  30,  and  the 
eczema  that  she  had  not  been  troubled  with  for 
two  years  appeared  over  her  face  and  scalp,  and 
gradually  extended  over  her  body.  The  rheu- 
matism could  not  have  been  cured  unless  that 
disturbing  element  were  brought  out,  not  sup- 
pressed, and  in  six  weeks  not  only  had  her  ec- 
zema left  her,  but  she  could  walk  as  well  as 
she  ever  could,  and  she  has  never  been  troubled 
with  rheumatism  nor  eczema  since. 

Antimonium  Crudum. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Wright9 :  This  is  one  of  our  old 
drugs  that,  while  well  known  to  good  homeo- 
paths, should  receive  more  general  use  in  prac- 
tice, especially  this  time  of  year.  Like  bryonia, 
it  is  a  "hot  weather"  remedy,  and,  in  fact,  ag- 
gravation from  any  kind  of  heat,  but  especially 
of  the  sun.  Second,  note  aggravation  from 
water,  and  hence  bathers  who  have  been  injudi- 
cious and  whose  complaints  date  from  time  of 
bathing.  Also,  remember  children  who  do  not 
wish  to  be  bathed.  Third,  remember,  of  all  the 
remedies,  this  one  has  "the  whitest  tongue"  as 
key-note  in  Materia  Medica.  [f  you  are  called 
to   see   baby   and    find    it    will    not    allow   you   to 


come  near  without  crying,  is  peevish,  fretful,  ir- 
ritable, and  white  tongue,  and  white  curds  in 
Stool,  try  this  drug.  Though  you  may  be  skep- 
tical about  high  potencies,  try  this  drug  high 
1  B.  &  T.  1  i^Y  corns  and  cal.'osities.  Note  in 
elusion  that  this  drug  should  be  borne  in  mind 
for  the  extremes  of  life,  with  children  and  old 
persons. 


Mortb  llxcmcmberiihi. 


Ledum  when  pimples  are  large  and  purple  on 
forehead. 

\rum.  tri.  Voice  becomes  hoarse  from  drink- 
ing cold  water. 

Magnesia  imir.  ( live  to  children  with  congeni- 
tal scrotal  hernia. 

Silicea,  if  abscesses  form  after  vaccination,  or 
if  lymphatics  swell. 

Lachnantes  tine.  Indians  chew  this  root  to 
give  them  language. 

Staphisagria  when  there  is  pain  in  the  teeth 
during  menstruation. 

Alumen  has  a  predisposition  to  inflame  tonsils; 
every  cold  settles  there. 

Ruta  has  sciatica  where  pains  all  return  on 
sitting  down  and  relieved  when   moving  about. 

Lachesis  patient  always  has  to  urinate  after 
lying  down,  day  or  night;  especially  after  sleep; 
more  frequent  in  night. 

Hyoscyamus.  Child  sickens  after  eating; 
vomits  or  shows  signs  of  distress  at  stomach  ; 
sudden  shriek  and  then  insensibility. 

Iodide  of  arsenic  when  violent  nightly  pains 
in  felons,  boils,  swelling  of  parotid  -lands  at 
night,  burning  scalding  pains  at  night. 

Caladium  perspiration  attracts  flies.     There  is 
impotence  with  voluptuousness.     ( Jenitals  rela 
and  perspiring.     Itching  of  vulva  with  burn: 

Nepal-  in  diphtheritic  croup  with  enormous 
swelling  of  the  glands  of  the  neck.  Dyspnoea 
very  great.     Croupy  cough   with   a   little  rattle. 

In  primary  syphilis,  when  chancre  first  appears, 
give  iodide  of  mercury  3d  dec.  trit.  ;  but  when 
secondary  symptoms  appear  give  higher  potency. 

Kali   carb.      The   swelling  commences  in   the 
upper    eyelids    and    remains    throughout.     Feels 
better  generally  on  sitting  up  and  bending   I 
ward ;  worse  at  3  A.  m. 

Staphisagria  patient  has  been  dwelling  too 
much  on  sexual  subjects,  masturbating,  etc, ;  o 
mon  to  persons  practicing  onanism.  There  is 
dull  grief  and  anxiety  about  the  future,  hypo- 
idriac;  headache:  the  brain  aches  as  if  torn  to 
3,  worse  in  \.  m.,  when  first  getting  up, 
which  passes  of  after  breakfast  or  after  yawning. 
Blue  rings  around  eyes;  countenance  sunken,  1 
peaked. 


33Q 


THE   AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


Herpes  Zoster  Masking  Chronic  Catarrhal  Appendicitis. 


BY  H.   F.   BIGGAR,  M.  D. 


Herpes  zoster  in  patients  of  advanced  age  has 
to  the  writer  proved  formidable.  It  usually  hap- 
pens in  persons  of  enfeebled  constitution,  com- 
plicated with  neuralgia  or  chronic  neuritis,  and 
in  some  cases  the  pathological  disturbance  is  in 
a  ganglion  of  the  posterior  root  of  the  spinal 
cord.  If  it  appears  on  the  chest  it  follows  the 
course  of  the  intercostal  nerves  and  may  be  mis- 
taken for  pleurisy.  If  it  appears  over  the  liver 
the  posterior  roots  of  the  cord  are  the  foci,  and 
its  location  may  be  mistaken  for  serious  liver 
difficulties. 

The  following  anomalous  clinical  case  was 
very  obstinate  and  perplexing,  and  at  the  same 
time  interesting  and  instructive,  especially  as  to 
determining  the  locality  of  the  pathological  dis- 
turbance, and  it  was  only  after  weeks  of  observa- 
tion and  treatment  that  the  real  condition  was 
revealed,  and  then  only  after  an  exploratory  in- 
cision of  the  abdomen. 

Mrs.  B — ,  age  fifty-five,  general  health  not  very 
robust — ten  years  ago  the  writer  removed  a 
fibrous  tumor  from  the  rectum  from  which  re- 
covery was  complete.  For  the  past  few  years 
has  suffered  more  or  less  pain  in  the  left  ovarian 
region,  simulating  congestion  of  the  ovary.  Last 
February  herpes  zoster  appeared  on  the  right 
side,  over  the  liver  and  for  a  few  days  at  the 
beginning  of  the  attack  was  under  the  care  of  a 
neighboring  physician.  When  the  writer  was 
called  the  following  conditions  presented : 
eruption  on  right  side  between  the  7th  and  9th 
ribs  in  mid-clavicular  line;  the  suffering  at 
eruption  was  intense  and  very  severe  on  deep 
palpation ;  the  stomach  was  much  disturbed, 
large  quantities  of  gases  were  eructated,  and 
intestinal  indigestion  very  pronounced,  and 
bowels  severely  constipated.  At  the  first  visit 
fortunately  told  the  patient  that  her  sickness 
would  be  prolonged,  for  her  symptoms  were 
unusually  severe.  The  usual  remedies  and  appli- 
cations were  resorted  to  for  fourteen  weeks,  dur- 
ing which  time  her  condition  was  variable,  and 
from  the  symptoms,  became  suspicious  of  an  ab- 
scess of  the  liver,  which  were  apparent  fluctua- 
tion on  palpation  between  the  8th  and  9th  ribs, 
deep  seated  pain  in  the  liver,  and  the  blood  count 
which  was  found  to  be  11,500.  The  patient  was 
taken  to  Lakeside  Hospital  where  hot  poultices 


of  flaxseed  were  applied  and  within  forty-eight 
hours,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  the  blood  count  was- 
normal.  The  pain  over  the  liver  was  not  con- 
stant but  greatly  aggravated  by  pressure.  At 
times  was  jaundiced,  urine  dark,  faeces  light,  with 
liver  spots  on  body.  A  consultation  was  held, 
the  consultant  deciding  that  the  severe  pain  was 
neurotic  as  is  sometimes  associated  with  herpes 
zoster.  The  X-ray  was  resorted  to  as  adjuvant 
treatment  with  some  slight  benefit.  The  locality 
of  the  pain  now  suddenly  changed  from  the  liver 
to  a  point  midway  between  the  umbilicus  and 
cartilage  of  the  9th  rib,  where  the  gall  bladder 
is  usually  found,  and  by  palpation  the  gall  bladder 
appeared  to  be  involved.  The  patient  readily 
consented  to  an  exploratory  operation,  which  re- 
vealed a  normal  gall  bladder,  except  that  it  was 
displaced  upward,  and  a  normal  liver,  but  a  mass- 
of  adhesions  were  found  in  the  region  of  the  gall 
bladder,  and  in  the  center  of  the  mass  was  a  ca- 
tarrhally  inflamed  appendix,  displaced  upwards 
about  eight  inches.  The  adhesions  were  broken 
up,  and  the  appendix  removed.  The  patient  re- 
covered nicely  from  the  operation  and  from  that 
time  there  was  a  gradual  improvement  of  all  the 
complicated  conditions. 

The  medication  previous  to  the  operation  for 
the  emotion  was  rhus  tox,  arsenicum,  belladonna, 
mere  cor.,  lycopodium,  and  mix  vomica  as  seemed 
to  be  indicated,  with  an  external  solution  of  can- 
tharis  and  for  the  intense  pain  painting  the  vesi- 
cles with  the  oleate  of  morphia,  grains  8  and 
vasogen  y2  ounce.  Hughes  says  that  mexerum 
is  valuable  for  the  itching,  also  ranunculus  cistus- 
and  dolichos  pruriens. 

There  are  three  prominent  symptoms  which 
assist  in  the  diagnosis  when  in  doubt,  whether 
it  is  the  gall  bladder,  or  the  appendix,  or  a  renal 
calculus  that  is  involved,  and  are  as  follows: 
When  the  pain  extends  from  a  point  midway 
between  the  umbilicus  to  the  inferior  angle  of 
the  right  scapula  the  gall  bladder  is  very  likely 
to  be  involved :  when  the  pain  extends  from 
"  McBurney's  point  "  to  a  point  a  little  superior 
to  the  umbilicus  the  appendix  is  involved  :  and 
when  the  pain  extends  from  the  kidney  down  the 
genito-crural  nerve  expect  a  renal  calculus.  It 
is  difficult  to  differentiate  between  some  of  the 
diseases  of  the  gall  bladder  and  that  of  the  pan- 
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creas  when  there  presents  a  similarin  of  symp- 
toms. If  in  doubt  have  the  faeces  carefully  ex- 
amined and  if  the  neutral  fats  are  found  to  exceed 
75  per  cent,  of  the  amount  taken  per  mouth  it 
is  strong  evidence  thai  the  pancreas  is  involved. 
To  know  accurately,  the  amount  in  milk  or  other 
forms  of  food  taken  should  he  accurately  noted. 
The  definite  quantity  of  fats  given  should  be 
known,  so  that  the  amount  of  fatty  acids,  and 
neutral  Eats  in  the  stools  may  be  determined.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  excess  of  fats  in 
the  stools  may  possibly  he  due  to  the  poor  fat 
absorption  from  the  absence  of  bile.  The  75  per 
cent,  of  neutral  fats  found  in  the  stools  while  only 
presumptive  evidence  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

In  this  patient  for  four  or  five  years  the  pain 
was  in  the  left  ovarian  region  ;  since  the  removal 
of  the  appendix  this  pain  has  subsided,  which  the 
writer  cannot  satisfactorily  explain.  I  low  fre- 
quently in  ovarian  diseases  is  the  pain  on  the 
opposite  side  from  the  diseased  organ  and  when 
the  diseased  ovary  is  removed  the  pain  subsides. 
Is  it  not  also  true  that  occasionally  though  the 
appendix  may  be  normal  in  position  the  pain  is 
in  the  sigmoid  locality?  It  is  stated  by  a  rectal 
specialist  that  a  full  sigmoid  extends  over  to  the 
right  side;  if  so  it  may  afford  a  solution  of  the 
question. 

260  Euclid  Avenue, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

♦       ♦ 

The  History  of  a  Famous  Quack— John  St.  John 
Long. 

BY    F.    R.    PACKARD,    M.  D.,    PHILADELPHIA. 

Long  deserves  to  be  ranked  among  the  most 
sucessful  quacks  of  all  time.  From  his  practice 
be  is  said  to  have  derived  an  income  of  over 
£1^,000  a  year,  and  fortunateh  for  him,  death 
terminated  his  career  at  a  time  when  many  vic- 
tims cherished  a  belief  that  he  was  the  greatest 
of  healers.  He  was  the  son  of  a  poor  Irish  peas- 
ant, and  passed  his  youth  in  the  village  of  Done- 
raile.  1  Ic  was  possessed  of  a  natural  talent  [1  ir 
drawing  and  painting,  and  after  passing  a  short 
time  in  Dublin,  in  the  cultivation  of  these  gifts, 
he  established  himself  as  an  artist  in  Limerick. 
Here  he  painted  portraits  and  gave  instruction 
in  painting  and  drawing  to  such  pupils  as  he 
could  procure.  Finding  the  village  of  Limerick 
somewhat  limited  as  a  sphere  for  bis  activity, 
Long  migrated  to  London  where  he  worked  for 
some  time  in  the  studio  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence 


lie  picked  up  some  crumbs  of  medical  knowl- 
edge, and  soon  announced  that  he  had  discovered 
a  wonderful  liniment  by  means  of  which  he  was 
not  only  able  to  cure  most  diseases,  but  also  to 

discover  the  existence  of  latent  disease  in  various 
organs.  If,  for  example,  this  substance  were  ap- 
plied over  the  chest  of  any  person,  if  they  were 
healthy,  and  if  there  were  no  phthisical  or  other 
affection  of  the  lungs,  the  application  would  be 
absolutely  void  of  result.  If.  however,  the  lungs 
were  in  an\  way  diseased,  the  substance  would 
produce  a  counter  irritation  resulting  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  weeping  sore.  The  acrid  substance 
which  flowed  from  this.  Long  said,  was  the 
essence  of  the  disease,  llis  enemies  claimed  that 
he  used  two  distinct  thuds  to  effect  this  wonder- 
ful result,  one  a  bland  and  innoxious  substance, 
the  other  a  blistering  liquid.  . 

He  also  had  a  remedy  in  the  form  of  vapor 
which  was  to  be  inhaled.  For  this  nurpose  his 
patients  would  scat  themselves  around  a  large 
cabinet  from  which  radiated  a  number  of  stems, 
through  which  they  inhaled  the  vapor.  Long 
fitted  up  magnificent  offices  in  a  mansion  in 
Harley  Street,  and  here  the  aristocracy  flocked  in 
swarms  to  inhale  and  to  be  rubbed.  The  list  of 
Long's  patients  reads  like  a  directory  to  the  fash- 
ionable quarter  of  London.  But  not  only  was  he 
patronized  b\  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis,  but 
the  sick  and  the  foolish  flocked  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  contemporary 
accounts  of  some  of  the  scenes  in  Long's  offices, 
whether  written  by  his  friends  or  his  enemies, 
are  most  amusing.  It  was  only  possible  for  him 
to  see  1  atients  for  a  few  moments,  and  be  would 
then  turn  them  over  to  one  of  his  assistants,  or 
else  send  them  into  tin'  inhalation  room  to  join 
the  other  patients  sucking  the  miraculous  vapor 
through  Long's  tubes. 

Long  seems  to  have  had  a  most  attractive  per- 
sonality, i  le  was  tall  and  well  built,  with  a  hand- 
some face  and  agreeable  manners.  lie  lost  no 
opportunity  to  ingratiate  himself  with  his  fash- 
ionable clientele,  and  was  soon  a  very  weld 
guest  in  some  of  the  most  fashionable  houses  in 
London.  Particularly  was  he  a  favorite  with  the 
ladies,  and  more  than  one  noble  female  is  said  to 
have  offered  him  an  opportunity  to  improve  his 
fortunes  by  contracting  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  her.  It  deserves  to  he  recorded  to  his  credit 
that  no  hint  of  scandalous  relations  \ 
breathed  against  him.  although  bis  enemies 
would   only   have  been    too   glad   to   have  availed 
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themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  cast  aspersions 
upon  his  character.  Upon  Long's  death  it  was 
found  that  he  left  a  widow  in  Ireland  which  ac- 
counted for  the  firmness  with  which  he  rejected 
the  advances  of  other  ladies. 

One  way  in  which  he  enormously  increased  his 
practice  was  to  persuade  healthy  persons  that  he 
saw  indications  of  latent  disease  within  their  sys- 
tems, which  could  be  demonstrated  by  an  appli- 
cation of  his  wonderful  liniment.  As  most  of 
his  patients  were  accompanied  by  various  female 
relatives  and  friends  on  their  visits  to  his  office 
it  was  very  easy  for  Long  to  cast  his  net  about 
the  healthy  while  bestowing  his  professional  at- 
tentions upon  the  sick.  As  we  shall  see,  it  was 
this  trick  of  Long's  which  got  him  into  his  first 
serious  encounter  with  the  law  when  he  prac- 
ticed it  upon  the  sister  of  a  young  Irish  girl  whom 
he  was  attending  for  phthisis. 

In  1829  Long  wrote  a  book  which  he  published, 
the  "  Discoveries  in  the  Science  and  Art  of  Heal- 
ing." In  the  introduction  he  stated  that  the  ob- 
ject of  his  work  was  "  to  lay  before  the  public  the 
successful  results  of  my  researches  on  some  of 
the  more  important  diseases  of  the  human  frame, 
particularly  in  the  cure  of  consumption  and 
mania,  and  prevention  of  fatal  consequences  of 
smallpox,  measles,  whooping-cough,  or  other 
analogous  inflammable  disorders  to  which  I  shall 
subjoin  my  reasons  for  departing  from  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  medical  practice."  He  claimed 
that  he  could  show  that  all  these  various  devia- 
tions from  health  were  the  result  of  presence  of 
a  "  certain  acrid  matter  or  fluid  pervading  the 
system  while  in  a  state  of  disease."  The  book  was 
also  designed  "  to  submit  the  documentary  evi- 
dence upon  which  I  claim  the  confidence  of  the 
country."  Long  affirms  that  no  one  can  deny  that 
in  cases  of  illness,  medicines  of  a  poisonous  and 
deleterious  quality  are  frequently  administered. 
He  very  judiciously  quotes  in  a  footnote  a  state- 
ment of  Hunter,  "  We  find  that  new  diseases 
arise  from  mercury  alone.  The  tonsils  shall  swell 
where  no  disease  has  been  before.  The  perios- 
teum shall  thicken  and  also  probably  the  bones, 
and  the  parts  over  these  shall  become  cedematous 
and  sore  to  the  touch."  Long's  method  of  apply- 
ing quotations  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  man 
who  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  Bible  contained 
the  assertion  "There  is  no  God,"  omitting  the 
reference  to  the  preceding  verse.  "  The  fool  hath 
said  in  his  heart,"  Mr.  Long  then  wisely  asks 
"  what  healthful  union  can  there  be  between  mer- 


cury, prussic  acid,  henbane,  digitalis,  acetate  of 
lead,  sulphuric  acid,  nitrous  acid,  and  flesh  and 
blood  ?  "  Having  thus  challenged  the  medical 
profession,  Long  proceeds  to  a  series  of  observa- 
tions on  the  origin#of  consumption  and  other  dis- 
eases. This  section  consists  in  an  exposition  of 
his  views  concerning  the  "  acrid  matter  "  which 
is  most  amusing.  He  nowhere  makes  any  attempt 
to  explain  the  nature  of  this  acrid  matter,  but 
confines  himself  to  the  dogmatic  statement  that 
practically  every  disease  is  the  result  of  its  pres- 
ence. Thus  he  states :  "  This  acrid  matter  is  in- 
herent in  the  human  frame,  and  is  first  apparent 
under  the  form  of  smallpox  and  measles,  etc. 
The  susceptibility  to  these  diseases  originates 
with  men's  existence,  and  according  to  circum- 
stances is  operated  on,  and  brought  into  action  at 
different  ages.  But  although  many  persons  may 
altogether  escape  exhibiting  the  usual  external 
symptoms,  yet  the  peccant  substance  is  more  or 
less  in  the  system.  In  those  cases,  a  portion  of 
the  acrid  matter  must  have  exuded  from  the  sys- 
tem, still  leaving  a  sufficient  quantity  to  operate 
in  future  time,  and  under  a  new  form." 

In  the  treatment  of  insanity  to  which  a  section 
of  the  book  is  devoted,  Long  claims  to  have  been 
particularly  successful.  The  following  chapter  is 
devoted  to  an  outline  of  his  general  method  ot 
treatment.  He  states  that  his  general  practice 
consists  of  applications  and  certain  fumigations 
so  innoxious  and  gentle  in  their  nature,  that  they 
may  be  employed  either  by  himself  or  by  the  pa- 
tients without  producing  any  unpleasant  effects 
whatsoever.  In  this  section  there  are  one  or  two 
judicious  quotations  from  Hippocrates. 

The  concluding  section  of  the  work  is  com- 
posed of  letters  from  grateful  victims.  They  pos- 
sess a  wonderful  resemblance  to  that  chapter  of 
the  "  Key  to  Health  and  Science  of  the  Scrip- 
tures "  which  Mrs.  Eddy  has  entitled  "  Fruit- 
age," which  an  irreverent  reader  has  suggested 
should  be  read  "  Easy  Fruitage." 

On  Saturday,  October  30,  1830,  Long  was 
brought  to  trial  charged  with  manslaughter  in 
occasioning  the  death  of  Catherine  Cashin.  He 
pleaded  not  guilty.  The  facts  elicited  were  as 
follows : 

Miss  Catherine  Cashin  was  a  young  lady  of 
good  family  in  Ireland  who  had  brought  her 
younger  sister  up  to  London  to  be  treated  for 
phthisis.  The  elder  sister  at  the  time  of  her 
arrival  in  London,  was  in  perfect  health.  She 
had  taken  her  sister  a  few  times  to  Long's  house, 
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when  the  quack  announced  that  he  had  discov- 
ered signs  in  her  of  latent  consumjtion,  and  that 

if  she  did  not  put  herself  promptly  under  his 
care,  she  would  develop  the  disease  within  two 
months.  This  Frightened  the  young  woman  to 
such  an  extent  that  she  agreed  to  place  hei 
in  his  hands.  Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
she  went  to  his  offices  and  was  rubbed  with  the 
famous  liniment  between  her  shoulders  and  on 
her  back.  Within  a  short  time  the  parts  began 
to  ulcerate  atid  become  gangrenous  and  she  died 
on  the  17th  of  the  month.  Before  her  death  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie  was  called  in  and  at  the  trial 
he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  her  death  was  the 
result  of  the  mortified  sere  upon  her  back.  At 
the  autopsy  there  was  no  evidence  of  disease  of 
any  of  the  organs,  save  the  large  sloughing  sore 
between  the  woman's  shoulders.  The  woman  em- 
ployee of  Long,  who  performed  the  actual  rub- 
bing on  Miss  Cashin's  back,  testified  that  she  had 
rubbed  the  woman  with  the  same  lotion  that  had 
been  used  on  a  number  of  other  persons,,  among 
them  the  Marchioness  of  Ormonde  and  Lady 
Harriet  Butler.  The  wound  was  dressed  with  a 
cabbage  leaf,  and  treated  in  a  precisely  similar 
manner  to  that  of  the  other  patients.  A  number 
of  witnesses  were  called  in  behalf  of  the  pris- 
oner, amongst  them  some  of  the  best  known  peo- 
ple and  of  tiie  very  highest  social  standing  in 
London.  The  judge's  charge  was  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  prisoner,  though  the  jury  found  him 
guilty.  His  punishment,  however,  was  not  ex- 
cessive, as  he  was  only  fined  £250,  which  rum  he 
pulled  from  his  pocket  in  the  court  room. 

In  spite  of  all  the  expositions  of  Long's  quack- 
ery which  wen-  published  not  only  in  the  medical 
but  in  the  lay  press,  he  continued  to  be  upheld 
by  a  large  and  influential  clientele.  His  career 
was  terminated  at  the  early  age  of  37  by  phthisis 
pulmonalis,  the  very  disease  to  which  he  had  laid 
his  most  extravagant  claims  to  cure.  At  his  death 
it  was  found  that  as  a  result  of  his  nefarious  prac- 
tice, be  had   accumulated  a   snug  fortune   which 

he  left  to  his  widow  in  Ireland. 
-♦     ♦ 

The  Physicidn  of   To-day. 

BY  GEORGE  J.   MONROE,  M.  D.,  LOUISVILLE,  KY. 

We  have  all  witnessed  the  many  trials  and 
tribulations  the  physicians  of  the  pasl  have  had 
to  undergo.  They  have  been  compelled  to  origi- 
nate and  formulate  ideas  relative  to  diagnosis  and 
prognosis  of  disease,  as  well  as  to  institute 
methods  of  treatment.    There  was  very  little  solid 


and  substantial  foundation  upon  which  to  build  a 
theorj  "i"  practice  of  medicine  at  the  beginning 
of  the  century  just  passed  away.  We  might  say 
the  foundation  then  existing  was  one  of  sand. 
Even  tii'i\  years  ago  the  abutments  were  not 
strong  upon  which  to  erect  a  palatial  structure. 
Main  ideas  prevailing  at  that  time  we  have  found 
to  be  fallacious,  lacking  the  first  principles  of 
absolute  fact.  Their  use  when  applied  to  the 
treatment  of  diseases  was  found  to  be  disappoint- 
ing. Even  at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
centurj  we  find  many  things  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases  which  are  lacking  positive  proof.  We 
are  guessing  too  much,  both  about  disease  and 
its  treatment.  Net.  as  a  natural  sequence,  we 
know  much  more  about  the  human  economy  and 
the  methods  of  eradicating  disease  than  we  did  a 
half-century  ago.  We  know  far  too  little  yet,  I 
am  sorry  to  say.  I  am  proud  to  know,  however, 
that  the  medical  profession  is  a  very  progressive 
one — yes.  I  mighl  say  aggressive.  Yet  there  are 
many  things  in  regard  to  it  that  render  us  unable 
to  say  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord."  Men  have  said  it, 
but  men  are  fallible,  and  upon  close  investigation 
and  experience  we  often  find  men  have  made 
mistakes  and  have  said  things  which  so  far  have 
not  been  proven — things  which  will  not  bear  a 
critical  test;  when  the  scientific  microscope  has 
been  turned  upon  them  the}-  cannot  be  found. 

It  is  now  some  two  thousand  years,  history  tells 
us,  that  the  fathers  of  medicine  promulgated  cer- 
tain ideas.  These  ideas  of  Hippocrates  in  many 
instances  were  crude  in  the  extreme,  yet  many  of 
his  teachings  were  good  and  true,  and  have  ably 
withstood  the  test  of  the  centuries,  ideas  which 
have  not  and  never  will  be  overthrown.  His  was 
a  far-reaching,  comparative  mind  and  deserves 
commendation  in  many  respects. 

There  is  110  question  but  what  we  have  reached 
the  most  extraordinary  period  in  the  world's  his- 
tory, so  far  as  medicine,  and  more  particularly 
surgery,  is  concerned.  It  is  a  period  where  re- 
markable— yes,  I  may  say  wonderful — discoveries 
in  regard  to  the  healing  art  are  constantly  being 
made.  I  came  near  saying  in  the  science  of 
medicine.  Can  it  be  called  a  perfect  science?  I 
think  not,  yel  it  is  approximating  that  condition. 
Yet  even  at  this  period  of  the  world's  history 
there  is  too  much  which  is  speculation  and  not 
ugh  which  is  absolute  in  medicine. 

In  many  instances  those  who  practiced  med- 
icine fifty  years  ago,  and  even  later,  had  to  hew 
their  pathway,  make  their  own  roads,  or.  in  other 
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words,  form  their  own  diagnosis  of  diseases,  as 
well  as  to  invent  methods  of  treatment.  In  many 
instances  to-day  physicians  pass  over  a  smooth 
surface  relative  to  diagnosis  and  treatment,  which 
their  predecessors  in  the  healing  art  have  pre- 
pared for  them — not  even  a  corduroy  road  to  im- 
pede their  progress.  I  can  safely  say,  without 
good  grounds  of  contradiction,  however,  that 
there  are  still  many  pitfalls  and  quagmires  and 
obstructions  that  even  the  best  learned  physicians 
do  fall  into  and  meet  every  day  of  their  lives. 

There  has  been  marked  advancement  and  prog- 
ress in  medicine  and  surgery  since  I  began  the 
practice  in  i86r.  I  may  almost  say  the  increase 
of  knowledge  in  the  medical  profession  has  been 
wonderful,  almost  marvelous.  Perhaps  it  is  not 
policy  for  me  to  announce  that  I  began  the  prac- 
tice so  long  ago,  for  fear  of  being  placed  in  the 
category  of  old  fogy.  I  admit  I  am  becoming 
somewhat  gray  from  so  long  service,  yet  I  am 
proud  of  the  progress  made.  I  have  tried  as  best 
I  could  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times. 

Now  teaching  in  medical  colleges  generally  is 
to  small  classes.  There  are  some  colleges  yet 
who  persist  in  the  old-fashioned  didactic  lectures. 
I  do  not  think  there  are  many  that  do  it.  They 
are  not  up  to  date,  those  that  do.  Where  I 
studied  we  were  all  in  one  class,  and  the  lectures 
were  drawn  out  to  an  hour,  lectures  which  we 
might  have  read  in  any  standard  work  upon 
medicine  or  surgery.  We  caught  on  to  what  we 
could,  blindly,  as  it  appeared  sometimes. 

There  is  now  more  bedside  or  clinical  teaching 
than  we  had  forty-five  years  ago.  At  that  time 
clinical  instruction  was  very  little.  We  would  go 
through  the  hospital  wards  occasionally,  and  once 
in  a  while  a  patient  would  be  brought  before  the 
class  in  the  college.  Medical  teaching  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  practical  daily.  Theory  is 
fallible,  but  practice  is  reliable,  it  is  proof  positive. 
The  young  doctor  of  to-day  has  the  experience  of 
his  predecessors  to  draw  from.  He  can  profit 
from  their  successes  and  avoid  their  errors  and 
failures.  The  mistakes  they  made  are  not  neces- 
sary to  be  made  by  the  young  doctor. 

In  order  to  compete  to-day  with  others  in  the 
medical  profession  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  broad 
and  extensive  knowledge  in  medicine  and  surgery. 
Nothing  superficial  stands  against  absolute  knowl- 
edge. However,  to  be  a  successful  physician, 
there  must  of  necessity  be  adaptability.  Some 
possess  this  while  others  do  not.  Some  can 
please  the  element  they  are  amongst,  be  it  what  it 


may.  They  can  adapt  themselves  to  their  envi- 
ronment. They  can  do  this  without  lowering 
their  dignity  or  being  dishonest.  They  seem  to 
have  the  innate  power  of  making  friends  readily 
and  retaining  them  when  made.  Still,  he  must 
have  a  fair  medical  knowledge ;  he  must  be 
amiable,  well  balanced,  affable  and  charitable. 
These  are  not  all  very  often  found  in  one  person. 
Still  there  are  a  good  many  who  possess  all  these 
qualities. 

How  often  we  have  noticed  physicians  who 
have  carried  off  the  honors  of  their  class !  They 
are  talented,  brilliant  and  even  apparently  charm- 
ing and  lovable,  yet  when  they  come  to  the  test  of 
practice  they  are  found  wanting.  Their  neigh- 
bors, not  near  as  scholarly  as  themselves,  are 
doing  and  have  done  all  the  practice.  This  goes 
to  show  that  the  successful  ones  have  the  faculty 
of  inspiring  in  their  clients  confidence.  They 
please,  while  the  others  do  not. 

The  practice  of  medicine  many  times  is  far 
from  being  a  pleasant  occupation.  A  physician 
meets  with  many  trials,  many  disappointments, 
many  hardships.  He  witnesses  the  most  heart- 
rending scenes.  Neither  can  he  harden  his 
heart  so  as  not  to  feel  and  sympathize  with  sorrow 
and  suffering,  which,  with  all  his  power  he  cannot 
alleviate  or  control.  This  condition  he  meets 
with  every  day.  It  is  not  a  bed  of  roses  which  he 
walks  upon,  or  a  couch  of  eider-down  on  which  he 
tries  to  sleep. 

A  successful  physician  must  be  pleasant  at  all 
times.  He  must  have  a  kind  word  to  say  to  all. 
If  his  wife  has  just  died  he  must  laugh  with  his 
patients  and  listen  pleasantly  to  their  tales  of  woe 
and  suffering,  as  well  as  their  jokes.  If  his 
mother-in-law  is  dead,  even  if  he  respected  her 
and  really  loved  her,  he  is  expected  to  make  some 
scurrilous  remarks  about  mothers-in-law  in  gen- 
eral. When  called  upon  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  to  go  and  see  some  hysterical  woman,  or 
a  baby  whose  mother  by  carelessness  has  pricked 
with  a  pin,  the  time  of  night  when  it  is  said  that 
ghosts  are  abroad  and  restless,  when  he  feels 
cross  and  out  of  temper,  he  must  meet  the  family 
and  the  patient  with  a  smile  upon  his  face  and 
appear  as  pleasant  as  if  he  were  eating  French 
bon-bons  in  a  parlor.  He  must  convey  the  idea 
that  it  is  the  kindest  thing  imaginable  to  be  dis- 
turbed and  deprived  of  his  rest  and  sleep ;  that 
nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  than  to  ride 
through  mud  with  the  thermometer  down  to 
freezing,  or  perhaps  in  the  midst  of  winter, 
through  a  January  boreal  blast. 
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Oh,  yes!  The  successful  physician  must  be 
ready  to  joke  and  laugh  even  though  the  lava  of 
Pompeii  is  crushing  him  down.  All  temper  must 
be  supremely  under  control.  In  fact,  we  must 
appear  as  though  we  had  none — we  must  not  even 
think  damn,  far  less  »u\  it.  We  are  classed  with 
those  whom  our  patients  think  have  no  feelings 
which  they  arc  bound  t<>  respect,  or  even  worthy 
of  respect.  1  am  often  asked  if  it  is  possible 
always  for  a  physician  to  control  his  temper.  1 
think  he  can,  yet  1  would  have  little  respect  for  a 
physician  who  always  does.  1  have  several  times 
in  my  life  made  the  air  blue  and  sulphurous  with 
my  remarks,  sometimes  to  my  detriment,  to  be 
sure,  but  such  letting  oft  of  steam  is  a  great  relief 
•occasionally. 

Generally  1  would  advise  a  doctor  not  to  get 
mad.  When  anyone  loses  their  temper  they  are 
•quite  apt  to  lose  good  sense,  and  say  and  do  things 
which  they  regret.  But  an  absolute  goody-good 
man  in  the  profession  is  almost  unnatural,  and 
rather  offensive.  Generally  what  they  do  is  a 
result  of  their  goodness,  and  not  from  their  skill. 
They  are  often,  and  I  think  frequently,  hyp- 
ocrites. 

If  the  twentieth  century  physician  succeeds  he 
must  he  well  educated,  yet  he  will  find  it  necessary 
to  be  a  man  amongst  men.  He  must  not  set  him- 
self up  as  a  superior  being.  He  must  not  make 
his  plane  with  the  angels,  for  he  assuredly  oc- 
cupies a  lower  position.  I  do  not  want  any 
angelic  doctors  or  preachers  around  me.  My 
advice  to  all  doctors  is  to  "  quit  ye  like  men."  A 
doctor  should  take  an  interest  in  all  that  pertains 
towards  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  his 
fellowman,  and  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives.  He  also  should  take  a  part  in  the  govern- 
ment at  large — yes,  the  entire  country  is  in  part 
his.  He  must  keep  well  read  up  in  medicine,  as 
well  as  in  religious  and  secular  matters.  He 
should  be  ready  to  converse  and  give  an  opinion 
on  every-day  matters.  He  should  read  five  or 
six  good  medical  journals,  and  it  would  develop 
his  mind  if  he  would  write  for  them.  Writing 
makes  a  man  think  and  study,  ft  has  a  tendency 
to  make  him  more  exact.  Writing  carries  with  it 
investigation.  I  think  writing  for  medical  jour- 
nals is  a  medium  of  education  for  the  physician. 
Let  me  advise  all  physicians  to  write  up  all  the 
cases  they  have  time  to;  send  these  papers  to 
medical  journals,  and  if  the)  possess  merit  they 
will  he  published.  Whether  published  or  not  you 
will  he  material!)  benefited  in  the  preparation  of 


them.  1  am  satisfied  much  less  time  will  here- 
after he  spent  in  reading  text-books.  More  real. 
up-to-time  knowledge  will  he  obtained  from  the 
reading  of  the  productions  of  eminent  men,  prac- 
tical medical  men,  as  published  in  medical  jour- 
nals anil  elsewhere,  than  there  will  he  from  text- 

1 ks.       Who    to-day,    except    medical    students 

while  attending  college  and  for  a  short  time  after 
graduation,  reads  text-books?  I  am  of  the 
opinion  very  few  physicians  who  have  been  in 
active  practice  ten  years  read  text-books.  Text- 
books now  are  almost  entirely  used  for  general 
reference  and  nothing  else.  The)  serve  a  pur- 
.  however,  and  every  physician  should  have 
an  ample  supply. 

I  believe,  too.  we  will  have  a  more  general 
attendance  upon  medical  associations  than  we 
have  ever  had  before.  It  has  been  deplorable  and 
almost  shameful,  the  lack  of  interest  that  has  been 
manifested  by  physicians  in  regard  to  medical 
associations.  I  think  it  will  become  almost  a 
necessity, on  account  of  public  opinion,  for  doctors 
to  attend  these  societies.  It  will  he  the  fashion. 
In  the  first  place,  physicians  ought  to  become 
acquainted  with  one  another.  An  interchange  of 
ideas  will  be  a  great  assistance,  and,  secondly,  the 
doctors  themselves  will  demand  it.  Then,  again. 
1  am  of  the  opinion  that  before  many  years  pass 
by  these  medical  associations  will  be  conducted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  many,  and  not.  as  they  are 
now,  by  the  few  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  W 
medical  societies  are  conducted  to-day  the)  are  a 
trust,  almost  a  close  trust,  I  might  say.  A  few 
who  have  medical  colleges  to  represent  run  these 
societies  almost  entirelv.  If  we  find  others  tak- 
ing part  in  them  we  will  notice  that  they  are  those 
who  possess  a  diarrhea  of  words  but  a  constipa- 
tion of  ideas.  A  few  attend  from  curiosity,  and 
as  a  rest  or  pastime.  The  many,  however, 
amongst  the  physicians  are  practically  excluded. 

Now  there  are  in  my  own   State  of  Kentucky 
nearly,   if  not  quite,  five   thousand   physicians  in 
good  standing,  who.  many  of  them  at  least,  would 
like  to  take  a  part  in  the  State  medical  association 
if  they  were  given  the  glimmering  of  a  chance  to 
do  SO.       But   they   WOUld  he  treated,  as  things 
to-day,    if    they    attended,    as    nonentities.       The 
medical  colleges  and  city  physicians  and  sufgi 
are  entirelv  selfish.      They  work  for  their  coll. 
and    for   themselves,   nut    caring   an   iota    for   the 
country  physician,  unless  it  may  be  someone  who 
perchance    might    call    them    in    consultation.       I 
have  heard  many  physicians  protest  against   this 
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method  of  conducting  the  State  medical  society. 
So  it  is  not  fancy  on  my  part,  but  reality.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  under  this  selfish  condition 
not  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  attended  the 
last  session  of  the  State  medical  society  at  Padu- 
cah.  The  common  physicians,  who  are  not  mem- 
bers,  either  as  professors  or  lecturers  or  assistants 
in  medical  colleges,  have  become  disgusted  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  association  is  conducted, 
and  will  not  attend  until  there  is  a  change.  So 
long  as  medical  colleges  arrogate  to  themselves  all 
virtue  and  knowledge  which  is  presumed  to  be- 
long to  medicine  and  surgery,  just  so  long  will 
there  be  these  small  attendances  at  the  annual 
medical  association.  When  we  find  from  so  large 
a  medical  center  as  Louisville,  a  city  which  has 
six  or  seven  medical  colleges,  only  an  attendance 
of  seven  or  eight  physicians  at  the  National  As- 
sociation, there  seems  to  me  to  be  something 
radically  wrong.  Yet  if  others  attend  they  are 
allowed  to  be  nothing  but  seat  warmers ;  so,  in 
fact,  there  is  little  inducement  offered  to  attend 
this  annual  convention. 

Now  I  believe  that  medical  societies  are,  gen- 
erally speaking,  a  necessity,  and  as  the  world 
becomes  older  they  will  be  considered  more  and 
more  so.  I  believe,  however,  there  should  be 
some  method  devised  whereby  the  physicians  of 
the  country  can  be  induced  to  attend  them.  There 
should  be  something  of  sufficient  interest  to  make 
the  necessary  investment  of  twenty  or  thirty  dol- 
lars which  it  costs  a  physician  to  attend,  worth  its 
expenditure.  This,  however,  never  will  be  the 
case  so  long  as  the  country  doctors  are  practically 
informed  to  go  away  back  and  sit  down,  and  re- 
main quiet.  Until  the  country  doctor,  and  those 
not  members  of  medical  colleges,  are  given  more 
opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  meetings  they  will 
be  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

I  think  that  every  city  of  any  size  should  have 
a  medical  association.  Every  country  in  the 
United  States  should  have  a  medical  association. 
The  physicians  of  the  county,  however,  lowly, 
should  make  a  special  effort  to  attend  them.  Not 
only  attend  the  metings,  but  should  discuss  the 
subjects  before  the  meetings,  report  cases,  etc. 
That  is  to  say,  every  member  should  be  an  active 
member.  Many  valuable  and  very  useful  ideas 
in  medicine  have  originated  from  the  brains  of 
country  physicians.  Speaking  in  public  broadens 
a  man's  mind  and  gives  him  confidence  and  makes 
him  a  ready  man. 

I  do  not  believe  that  so  many  young  physicians 


should  make  such  a  desperate  effort  to  commence 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  city,  as  many  do. 
Greater  fortitude  and  greater  reliance  are  ac- 
quired in  a  country  practice.  In  the  city  if  any 
case  arises  that  is  at  all  difficult  counsel  is  at 
once  brought  in,  while  in  the  country  a  physician 
learns  to  rely  upon  himself.  Remember,  too,  the 
greatest  physicians  of  the  past  have  commenced 
their  practice  in  the  country. 

The  twentieth  century  starts  off  with  a  founda- 
tion in  medicine  and  surgery,  with  all  that  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  nineteen  centuries 
preceding.  What  an  enormous  heritage !  The 
profession  to-day  is  well  up  the  ladder.  I  am  in 
hopes  that  during  this  century  the  last  round  will 
be  at  least  approximated,  if  not  entirely  reached. 
That  it  will  be  absolutely  reached  is  perhaps 
doubtful,  for  I  think  as  long  as  the  world  lasts 
there  will  be  something  to  learn  relative  to  the 
healing  art.  I  doubt  much  if  even  time  will 
make  the  science  of  medicine  perfect  and  com- 
plete. The  effort,  however,  will  be  to  say  "  Ex- 
celsior! "  which  is  a  laudable  one.  Let  us  make 
every  effort  to  reach  it.  Let  us  leave  a  more 
solid  foundation  than  sand  for  those  who  come 
after  us  to  build  upon.  Let  us  give  them  a  foun- 
dation of  solid  rock.  I  believe  that  within  the 
first  quarter  of  this  century  we  will  be  able  to- 
say  to  consumption,  "  Depart !  "  and  it  will  obey 
our  command.  What  would  still  be  better  would 
be  to  say  to  it,  "  We  have  no  more  use  for  you ; 
come  not  at  all !  "  I  believe  we  will  be  able  to 
say  no  more  cancer,  no  more  yellow  fever,  no 
more  cholera,  no  more  plague,  no  more  diphtheria, 
no  more  smallpox,  no  more  malaria.  I  think  this 
will  be  the  case  in  the  majority  of  diseases.  I  do- 
not  know  how  it  will  be  in  regard  to  gonorrhea 
and  syphilis.  Man  being  a  free  moral  agent  and 
of  a  sensuous  nature,  I  think  it  will  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  induce  voters  to  vote  and  legislate 
against  this  great  evil,  and  I  believe  that  legisla- 
tive action  is  the  only  way  that  will  eradicate 
these  diseases.  Mankind  never  will  be  reasoned 
out  of  them.— Lancet-Clinic. 


— The  Critique  says  (per  vias  printeribus)  that 
"  If  your  patient  has  ovarian  pains  which  run- 
along  the  course  of  the  genito-errual  nerve  .  .  . 
xanthoxylum  "  will  give  prompt  relief.  That 
sounds  something  like  the  "  ti-oo-ral-oo-ral  dee- 
strickses  an — "  "  From  where,  Mr.  Bones  ?  " 
"  De  ti-oo-rai-oo-ral  deestricks."  "  Oh,  the  rural 
districts."  What  a  ridiculus  mus  the  misplacing 
of  one  or  two  types  can  make ! 
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The    Purin    Bodies   of   Food    Stuffs    and   the 
Role    of   Uric    Acid    in    Health    and    Disease 

The  perusal  of  a  few  pages  of  this  book  will 
convince  the  reader  of  Dr.  Walker  Hall's  scien- 
tific grasp  of  the  subject.  He  deprecates  any  at- 
titude of  over  enthusiasm  about  the  particular 
purin  body  known  as  uric  acid,  and  calls  our  at- 
tention to  the  need  of  studying  the  whole  group 
to  which  it  belongs. 

The  purins  or  alloxur  bodies  occur  in  food  as 
xanthin,  hypoxanthin,  guanin,  and  the  methyl- 
xanthins — caffeine  and  theobromine.  <  Hlier  pu- 
rins, like  uric  acid,  are  met  with  in  the  urine  com- 
bined with  traces  of  xanthin  and  methyl-xanthin. 

The  purin  bodies  occurring  in  the  urine  are 
derived  from  two  sources — the  food  and  the  body 
— that  is,  they  are  exogenous  or  endogenous  in 
origin.  Probably  all  purin  bodies  occurring  in 
the  urine  are  derivatives  of  substances  containing 
alloxur  or  purin  bodies.  Vegetables  as  well  as 
meat  are  capable  of  increasing  the  output  of  purin 
bases,  not  because  the  intake  of  purin  is  thereby 
increased,  but  because  vegetables  also  contain 
nuclein.  It  has  also  been  found  that  not  all  the 
exogenous  purin  bodies  are  excreted  as  such  in 
the  urine,  but  only  about  50  per  cent. ;  the  rest  is 
probably  converted  by  the  liver  into  urea,  being 
first  changed  into  intermediate  bodies  such  as 
uric  acid  (trioxypurin),  allantoin,  and  oxaluric 
acid. 

The  endogenous  purins  are  partly  derived  from 
leucocytes,  but  mostly  from  cell  changes  which 
result  in  the  maintenance  of  bodily  functions. 
Probably  the  same  proportion  of  em  I  pu- 

rins (50  per  cent.)  escape  as  such  in  the  urine, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  exogenous  purins,  the  re- 
mainder escaping  as  urea,  etc. 

Dietaries  may  be  prescribed  which  are  almost 
free  from  purin  bodies — for  example,  eggs,  milk, 
cream,  and  cheese;  such  purin  bodies  as  are 
found  in  the  urine  of  a  patient  so  dieted  would 
be  endogenous  in  origin,  and  the  amount  of  them 
might  be  used  as  a  measure  of  the  individual's 
metabolic  activity ;  the  onset  of  various  disorders 
might  then  be  anticipated,  as  shown  by  a  fall  of 
the  endogenous  purin  bodies,  and  with  further  in- 
vestigation into  the  subject  we  ma)  in  future 
find  organic  compounds  which  delay  the  precipi- 
tation of  such  purins  as  uric  acid  from  its  solu- 
tion in  the  body  thuds.  If  it  is  impossible  to 
feed  the  patient  on  a  purin-free  diet,  then  by  the 
use  of  tables  supplied  by  Dr.  Walker  Hall  the 
purin  content  of  the  food  taken  may  be  estimated  : 
it  only  then  remain--  to  estimate  the  purin  content 


of  the  urine  and  faeces,  and  the  amount  of  endo- 
genous purins  may  be  circulated  by  subtraction. 
It  is  of  use  to  gauge  the  metabolism  of  the 
bod)  in  terms  of  uric  acid,  but  seeing  that  uric 
acid  is  merely  one  of  a  series  of  purins,  and  prob- 
ably not  a  terminal  one.  it  is  far  more  satis- 
factory to  discuss  the  problems  of  metabolism  in 
terms  of  purin  bases. 

Burian  and  Schur  have  modified  and  improved 
a  process  of  purin  precipitation  by  means  of 
ammoniacal  solution  of  silver  nitrate;  all  the 
purin  bodies  presenl  are  thrown  down  at  the  same 
time.  In  conjunction  with  Burian,  Dr.  Walker 
Hall  has  improved  on  the  method,  increasing  its 
accurac)  (Zeits.  f.  Physiol.  Chemie),  and  has 
further,  by  the  introduction  of  the  purinometer, 
made  it  possible  for  the  clinician  to  estimate  the 
purins  of  the  urine  quickly  and  easily. 

Obesity. 

The    Indications  for    Reduction    Cures. 

The  translation  of  Professor  von  Noorden's 
work  on  Obesity  will  perhaps  cause  disappoint- 
ment to  those  who  expect  to  find  in  it  a  discus- 
sion of  the  means  by  which  superfluous  fat  may 
be  reduced.  It  contains  no  such  information, 
but  as  the  secondary  title  implies,  it  merely  dis- 
cusses the  indications  for  the  establishment  of 
these  methods,  the  main  points  of  the  teaching 
being  (i)  that  the  different  methods  must  be 
suited  to  individual  cases;  (2)  that  reduction 
cures  should  he  seldom  applied  to  children  and 
old  persons;  (3)  that  rapid  reduction  cures  pur- 
sued for  a  month  and  followed  by  eleven  months 
of  self-indulgence  are  of  little  benefit;  (4)  that 
massage  does  not,  as  is  popularly  supposed,  re- 
move local  deposits  of  fat.  hut  rather  increases 
them;  (5)  that  slow  methods  of  reduction  are  to 
be  preferred,  especially  in  women  with  a  large 
amount  of  abdominal  fat,  and  in  young  subjects; 
(6)  that  the  reduction  of  obesity  is  often  of 
very  great  advantage  in  heart  disease,  the  treat- 
ment being  besl  conducted  in  a  sanitarium;  (7) 
in  renal  diseases  obesit)  can  only  aggravate  the 
functional  disturbance;  (8)  in  chronic  bronchitis, 
chronic  rheumatism,  chronic  gout,  diseases  of 
the  organs  of  locomotion,  and  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system,  obesity  may  constitute  an  un- 
well' implication,  and  good  results  may  fol- 
low careful  reduction;  101  even  in  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  the  extreme  obesity  which  has  some- 
times followed  the  overfeeding  and  lazy  life  of 
.1  sanitarium  does  harm  this  result  being  likely 
to  occur  in  early  or  slight  f  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 
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Von    der    Nervenzelle 

und    der    Zelle    in    Allgemeinen. 

Everywhere  throughout  the  central  nervous 
S3  stenr,  white  substance  and  gray  small  cells  are 
to  be  met  with  which  by  their  size,  shape,  and 
staining  reactions  are  indistinguishable  from 
leucocytes.  They  are  more  numerous  during 
development  than  in  adult  life,  and  though 
generally  of  irregular  distribution  are  often  ar- 
ranged in  rows  proceeding  inwards  from  the  pia 
and  sheaths  of  vessels.  Every  section  through 
the  cord  or  gray  cortex  shows  numbers  of  these 
cells.  They  have  heretofore  been  described  as 
free  nuclei,  but  according  to  Dr.  Kronthal  are 
migrated  leucocytes  and — and  this  is  the  kernel 
of  Dr.  Kronthal's  book — form  the  first  stage  in 
the  development  of  the  nerve  cell.  The  leu- 
cocytes having  broken  through  the  epithelial 
sheath  of  the  central  canal  reach  the  mass  of 
nerve  substance.  Here  they  come  under  dif- 
ferent conditions,  and  with  their  altered  environ- 
ment their  function  is  changed,  part  of  the  cell 
supplying  framework  and  part  subserving  purely 
nervous  function.  These  leucocytes  or  free 
nuclei  may  be  surrounded  by  a  variable  amount 
of  protoplasm.  Coalescence  occurs  generally  of 
two  cells,  occasionally  of  more,  and  the  con- 
fluence tends  naturally  to  the  accretion  of  the 
protoplasm  of  each   (synkaryosis,  His.). 

These  cells  resulting  from  coalescence  have  not 
so  far  been  considered  in  relation  to  the  small 
cells,  and  have  been  thought  of  pathological  im- 
port, whereas  Dr.  Kronthal  affirms  that  they  are 
merely  stages  in  the  development  of  the  nerve 
-cell  so  called.  The  fact  that  these  cells  are  found 
in  normal  individuals  favors  Dr.  Kronthal's 
theory.  The  nerve  cell  or  neuron  is,  in  fact,  not 
a  cell  at  all  in  a  biological  sense,  possessing,  as  it 
does,  nuclear  substance  outside  the  nucleus  and 
having,  further,  no  power  of  reproduction,  thus 
being  at  variance  with  two  fundamental  charac- 
teristics of  a  cell.  Dr.  Kronthal  is  thus  in  accord 
with  those  who  regard  the  neuron,  not  as  a 
physiological  unit  with  its  functional  center  in 
the  nucleus,  but  as  a  collection  of  units  with  their 
functional  origin  at  the  periphery. 

This  really  important  book  is  divided  into  two 
parts.  The  second  part,  forming  the  bulk  of  the 
book,  deals  with  cells  in  general  and  their  com- 
parison with  nerve  cells.  The  author  restricts 
the  term  "  protoplasm  "  to  the  cell  minus  the 
nucleus  and  foreign  matter,  but  considers  the 
term  would  be  better  discontinued  as  the  morpho- 
lopical  and  biological  concepts  involved  are  not 
the  same.  Morphologically  all  inside  the  cell  is 
living.  Biologically  it  is  not.  As  to  whether  the 
formed  or  the  unformed  elements  of  the  cell  are 
the  living,  the  author  maintains  that  the  formed 
are  the  living,  the  unformed  substance  nourish- 
ment, and  cites  in  this  relation  an  experiment  of 
Hammer's  in  which  karyokinesis  was  noted  as 
occurring  in  pieces  of  gill  cartilage  from  sala- 
mander maculata   Ave   hours  after  removal.     It 


is  impossible,  he  says,  for  the  formed  elements  to 
get  their  kinetic  energy  from  the  normal  saline 
solution,  therefore  they  must  have  got  it  from  the 
unformed. 

Social    Diseases 
and    Marriage. 

Dr.  Morrow's  work  is  designed  to  impress  upon 
the  medical  profession  its  duties  in  regard  to  the 
prevention  of  the  communication  of  gonorrhea 
and  syphilis  by  diseased  husbands  to  healthy 
wives.  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  this  is  a  very 
narrow  subject  wherewith  to  fill  a  volume  of  390 
pages ;  and  therefore  no  reader  will  be  surprised 
when  we  say  that  the  book  contains  a  great  deal 
of  repetition  and  a  great  deal  of  grandiloquent 
amplification  of  commonplace  advice.  Every 
medical  man  knows  that  it  is  his  duty  to  prevent, 
if  he  can,  a  man  with  gonorrhea  or  syphilis  from 
marrying  a  healthy  young  girl. 

This  work  is  a  rhetorical  didactic  treatise,  it  is 
not  in  any  way  an  embodiment  of  scientific  re- 
search. When  it  seems  to  the  author  that  his 
views  need  support,  he  quotes  statements  by 
French  or  German,  he  hardly  ever  does  an 
American  or  an  English  surgeon  the  honor  of 
referring  to  him.  He  makes  no  attempt  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  the  assertions  he  relies  upon,  by 
weighing  the  evidence  on  which  they  are  based ; 
and  some  of  the  statements  he  quotes  are  ob- 
viously valueless,  because  based  on  no  evidence. 
It  is  perhaps  hardly  to  be  expected  that  a  writer 
on  this  subject  should  refrain  from  quoting 
Noeggerath  to  the  effect  that  of  "  every  thousand 
men  married  in  New  York,  eight  hundred  have  or 
have  had  gonorrhea,  from  which  the  great  ma- 
jority of  wives  have  been  infected."  Further  on. 
we  are  told  that  "  the  most  somber  chapter  of 
marital  syphilis  is  the  murderous  influence  of  the 
disease  upon  the  offspring,  but  the  no  less  potent 
agency  of  gonorrhea  as  a  factor  of  depopulation 
...  is  by  no  means  adequately  appreciated." 
Then  the  author  quotes  a  Frenchman  who  says, 
"  If  we  compare  from  a  social  point  of  view,  the 
importance  of  gonorrhea  with  that  of  syphilis, 
gonorrhea  is  to  syphilis  as  100  to  1,"  these  state- 
ments are  gross  exaggerations.  The  proportion 
of  sterile  marriages  generally  is  about  one  in  ten ; 
so  that  if  gonorrhea  were  responsible  for  the 
whole  of  the  sterility,  it  can  only  be  blamed  in  one 
marriage  out  of  ten.  But  every  practising  gyne- 
cologist knows  that,  of  the  patients  who  consult 
him  for  sterility,  very  few  are  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  gonorrhea.  We  doubt  if  a  practitioner 
could  be  found  having  been  in  family  practice  for 
twenty  years  or  more,  who  could  not  tell  of  many 
patients  whom  he  has  treated  as  young  men  for 
gonorrhea,  who  have  afterwards  married,  and 
whose  wives  as  well  as  themselves  have  remained 
perfectly  healthy,  and  been  fertile.  We  believe 
that  the  proportion  of  cases  in  which  gonorrhea 
is  found  to  spread  upwards  to  the  peritoneum  is 
not  more  than  about  5  percent. 
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The  Gentle  Humor  of  Dudgeon. 

Apropos  of  the  recent*  demise  of  Dr.  Robert 
Ellis  Dudgeon  of  London,  we  reprint  the  Eol 
lowing  from  the  Monthly  Homeopathic  Review, 
as  a  leading  characteristic  of  this  great  man, 
who,  notwithstanding  his  great  age,  never  grew 
old,  never  lost  his  sense  of  humor,  nor  his  keen 
appetite  for  a  good  story: 

"Before  concluding  our  notice  we  must  give 
our  readers  a  most  amusing  sample  of  Dr.  Dud- 
geon's sense  of  humor,  and  his  faculty  of  seeing 
the  comic  side  of  things.  At  our  request  he 
kindly  wrote  the  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Dr. 
Hughes,  and  also  that  of  Dr.  Robert  T.  Cooper. 
Soon  after  he  sent  one  of  the  editors  of  our 
Review  the  following  characteristic  letter,  which 
we  have  retained,  and  now  that  he  is  gone,  can 
publish,  for  the  delectation  of  our  readers.  It 
is  dated  September  25,  1903: 

'  My  dear  Brown  :  1  have  written  so  many 
obituary  notices  of  departed  colleagues  lately, 
that  I  think,  as  my  hand  is  in,  I  might  write  one 
of  myself  and  send  it  to  you,  not  for  immediate 
publication  in  the  M.  H.  R.,  but  which  you  may 
keep  in  a  pigeon-hole  till  it  is  needed.  It  is  not 
usual  for  a  fellow  to  write  his  own  obituary, 
still  history  is  not  without  a  conspicuous  instance 
of  this  feat  being  performed ;  in  the  case  of 
Moses,  to  wit,  who  tells  us  how  he  died  and  was 
buried  in  the  land  of  Moab,  over  against  Beth- 
peor;  that  is  to  say,  if  Moses  wrote  the  Book 
of  Deuteronomy,  which  it  would  be  irreligious 
to  doubt.  Fortified  by  this  illustrious  example 
I  subjoin  my  obituary  notice  for  the  delectation 
of  posterity  . 

'  R.  E.  D.,  being  a  delicate  child,  his  parents, 
fearing  he  might  die  of  consumption,  if  not  prop- 
erly attended  to  medically,  persuaded  him  to 
become  a  doctor,  so  that  he  might  learn  how  to 
preserve  his  precious  life.  And  this  proved  his 
salvation,  for  in  studying  medicine,  as  taught  in 
the  schools,  he  soon  became  convinced  of  the 
uselessness,  or  rather  the  hurtfulness,  of  medi- 
cine as  taught,  and  so  he  steadily  abstained  from 
taking  any  of  it.  and  was  thereby  enabled  to  live 
long  and  to  escape  his  hereditary  tendency  to 
consumption.  The  leading  characteristic  of  his 
life  is  that  he  was  always  on  the  minority  side  in 
all  important  questions,  and  that  deliberately 
and  intentionally,  for  he  thought  that  truth. 
which  he  loved,  was  at  first  always  in  a  minority. 
and  that  as  soon  as  it  became  a  majority,  it 
ceased  to  be  interesting.  He  has  now  gone  1 
to  the  majority,  but  it  was  nol  of  his  own   free 

*  Horn  March  17,  1S20,  Died  September  8,  1 


will,  but  onl)  because  he  could  not  help  it. 
becoming  a  doctor  he  naturally  joined  the  minor 
ity,  and  attached  himself  to  the  homeopathic 
ool.  He  practiced  this  system  for  many  years. 
but  never  made  a  fortune.  lie  wrote  many 
books,  which  were  not  much  read.  His  favorite 
pastime  was  controversial  writing,  and  for  this 
his  position  as  one  of  the  minoritj  gave  him  many 
opportunities.  Though  much  engaged  in  med- 
ical polemics,  he  never  made  an  enemy,  or,  if  he 
did,  they  all  died  before  him.  so  that  at  his  death 
he  was  unable  to  exercise  the  Christian  virtue 
of  forgiving  his  enemies,  but  he  could  practice 
the  higher  virtue  of  loving  them,  as  they  con- 
tributed so  greatly  to  his  enjoyment  of  life.  He 
was  cremated  at  Golder's  Hill  on  the  of 
so  we  may  say  literally  and  figuratively:  Peace 
be  with  his  ashes ' 

'  Yours  ever, 

-  •  R.    E.   D.'  " 

Those  of  us  of  the  great  army  of  his  friends 
and  lovers  remember  gratefully  how  pleasant, 
how  genial,  and  how  considerate  of  others  he 
was  always.  Nothing  dour,  or  sad-faced,  or  dis- 
consolate about  him.  Notwithstanding  his  con- 
troversial writings  he  was  always  the  same  lov- 
ing, charitable  gentleman,  ready,  indeed,  to 
splinter  a  lance  with  a  polemic  opponent,  but  also 
always  prepared  to  extend  the  point  of  charity 
to  his  fallen  foe  in  the  tourney.  His  long  life 
of  cheerfulness  and  kindliness  should  be  a  lesson 
for  imitation  in  as  well  as  out  of  our  profession. 
And  he  died  as  he  lived,  full  of  happiness  and 
mirth,  conscious  of  his  duty  well  done  and  his 
race  well  run.  How  the  life  of  a  Dudgeon  stands 
out  to  mock  us  of  a  younger  generation,  for  our 
unseemly  intolerance  and  irritabilities;  our  un- 
charitableness  to  a  professional  brother;  and  our 
indecent  commercialism.  Steadfast  and  true  to 
the  end,  like  one  of  the  old  martyr  philosophers. 
he  sings  his  happy  ditty,  and  closes  his  eyes  with 
a  smile.  This  man  was  a  Max,  and  lived  his 
life  to  the  end ! 

•     ♦ 

0  Tempore!  0  Mores/* 
At  the  morning  session  [of  the  I.  H.  \.|  meth- 
ods for  increasing  the  membership  of  the  associa- 
tion were  discussed.  There  was  a  suggestion,  fa- 
vored by  a  majority,  that  the  members  should 
attend  the  m<  if  the    American  Institute  of 

Homeopathy,  which  is  the  society  of  the  more 
liberal    school,    and    try    to    win    its    followers 
"  pure  "  homeopathy.    The  proposition  to  mingle 
freely  with  the  liberals  was  frowned  upon  by  the 

*  Which  being  freely  translated  meaneth  "  what 
and  what  a  peoples!  " 
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older  members  of  the  association.  Some  of  the 
"  pure  "  homeopaths  had  in  the  past,  it  was  said, 
gone  out  on  such  missionary  work,  and  had 
never  returned ;  the  liberals  had  ensnared  them 
by  an  appointment  to  office  or  other  alluring 
device.  It  was  finally  decided  that  the  strength 
of  the  "  pure  "  school  could  best  be  increased  by 
the  association's  affiliating  with  smaller  homeo- 
pathic societies  throughout  the  country.  With 
larger  membership,  it  was  said,  would  come 
greater  prestige  and  the  power  to  win  homeop- 
athists  who  were  inclined  to  adopt  the  ways  of 
the  allopaths  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Dr. 
Boger  and  Dr.  Stuart  Close  were  named  a  com- 
mittee to  formulate  a  plan  for  affiliating  with  the 
smaller  societies. — Progress. 

We  are  interested  to  know  when  the  I.  H.  A. 
sent  spies  to  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy to  spy  out  the  land  and  view  its  massive 
grapes  and  other  signs  of  richness  and  pros- 
perity, and  then  fell  a  prey  to  the  Circean  spell 
and  enchantment  of  that  larger  and  more  "  lib- 
eral "  body  of  homeopaths.  Also  who  these 
fallen  "  purists  "  were.  We  doubt  the  truth  of 
both  statements.  So  great  a  man  and  homeopa- 
thist  and  Hahnemannian  purist  as  James  Tyler 
Kent,  a  former  president  of  the  pure  tri-lettered 
society,  this  past  summer  j'ined  the  American 
Institute.  What's  the  matter  with  him?  Or 
was  it  Hering  C.  Allen?  Or  J.  B.  Gregg  Cus- 
tis,  both  of  whom  have  been  honored  presidents 
of  this  pure  society?  Say,  you  few  men  and 
many  women  constituting  this  silk-stockinged 
and  kid-gloved,  this  upper-air-and-solar-walk 
society,  isn't  it  about  time  to  leave  your  caves 
of  puristic  gloom,  and  take  a  spurt  in  the  sun- 
shine occasionally?  Your  position  in  the  pro- 
fession is  decidedly  that  of  an  overzealous  bigot. 
If  your  committees  visiting  the  lotus  groves  of 
the  Institute  fail  to  return  to  you  after  few  or 
many  days,  doesn't  that  show  pretty  clearly  that 
your  system  of  teaching  and  doing  business  did 
not  take  a  very  deep  hold  on  them ;  and  that 
you  ought  to  rehabilitate  your  methods  and  stop 
hiding  yourself  and  refusing  to  associate  with 
others  in  the  profession?  Stop  this  Holier-than- 
Thou  silliness !  We  are  all  here  to  heal  the  sick. 
If  you  have  a  better  system  for  doing  this  than 
the  American  Instituters,  then,  being  the 
TRUTH,  it  will  prevail,  even  though  here  and 
there,  there  falls  a  committee  man  before  the 
enchantery  of  Gatchell  or  Cowperthwaite  or  Big- 
gar  or  George  Peck.  As  Gatchell  once  wrote, 
we  send  one  missionary  to  a  drove  of  heathens 
and  in  time  convert  them — unless  they,  by  reason 
of  great  numbers  and  strength,  and  faulty  early 
education  and  training,  convert  the  missionary 
to  their  physical  needs.  Because  an  occasional 
pillar  in  the  Church — a  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent— loots  his  bank  and  carries  away  every- 
thing in  sight  but  the  screwed  down  iron  bars 
before  the  outer  windows — this  does  not  argue 
that  the  Church  is  not  a  living  institution,  and 
pregnant    with    great   good.      Because    an   occa- 


sional I.  H.  A.  committee  fails  to  return  from 
the  American  Institute  witchery  does  not  prove 
that  other  committee  men  should  not  be  sent, 
nor  that  ultimately  the  American  Institute  would 
not  become  as  exclusive  and  pure  as  the  present 
small  handful  of  the  I.  H.  Aers.  It  is  the  keep- 
ing everlastingly  at  it  that  brings  success  in 
proselyting  homeopathic  (liberal)  doctors,  as 
well  as  gaining  page  advertisements  at  $50x3  per 
page.  Your  position  is  unbusinesslike,  is  un- 
ethical, is  cowardly,  and  wanting  in  common 
charity.  Go  out  into  the  world  and  preach  my 
gospel!  not  stay  here  in  this  safe  inclosure  and 
tell  each  the  other  of  his  wonderful  cures,  and 
the  bringing  of  many,  many  Lazarus-es  from  the 
cerements  of  the  tomb. 


Philosopher  Price  and  Others. 

Dr.  Price's  new  book,  "A  Philosophy  of  Thera- 
peutics,'' is  the  undoubted  product  of  a  philoso- 
pher— the  original  Seeker  after  Truth.  We  have 
not  completed  our  reading  (we  shall  do  so),  but 
thus  far,  while  we  cannot  deny  the  major  part 
of  his  propositions,  the  question  obtrudes :  for 
what  special  purpose  was  the  book  written  by  a 
homeopath?  Every  homeopathic  postulate  has 
been  knocked  out,  and  nothing  given  in  place 
(this  may  come  later).  The  single  remedy,  at- 
tenuation and  dynamization,  are  sharply  criticised 
and  back-numbered ;  while  dual  remedies,  alter- 
nation, and  gross  medication  are  brought  to  the 
front.  To  those  who  know  Dr.  Price,  this 
book  is  not  a  new  thought,  for  the  author 
has  held  these  views  for  some  years  past ; 
in  truth,  many  of  the  chapters  have  already 
appeared  in  our  homeopathic  journals;  so  that 
the  book  is  a  collection  and  re-arrangement  of 
former  essays  and  journal  contributions,  with 
later  deductions  added.  We  will  be  frank 
enough  to  say  that  Dr.  Price  makes  a  strong  and 
logical  argument,  and  that  if  the  book  were  made 
a  text-book  for  our  homeopathic  colleges,  there 
soon  would  be  no  homeopathic  colleges,  but  in 
lieu  there  would  be  one  chair  of  homeopathic 
doctrine  in  old  school  colleges — because  the 
principle  of  medication  by  similars  has  here  and 
there  an  undoubted  range  of  application,  and 
should  be,  as  it  must  be,  taught  as  a  part  of  the 
many  systems  of  therapeutics;  not  as  a  distinct 
branch  or  a  sectarian  division,  but  merely  as  a 
part  of  the  great  Art  of  Medicine.  We  take  it, 
that  the  purpose  of  the  book  is  the  throwing 
down  of  all  sectarian  barriers,  and  a  grand  uni- 
fication of  the  profession — a  consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wished.  But,  unhappily  for  this 
book,  philosophies  do  not  form  any  very  large 
part  of  a  medical  man's  library  in  this  day  and 
age  of  the  world.  The  over-scholarly  pedagogue 
in  all  professions  is  given  but  scant  recognition 
in  our  hustling  utilitarian  time ;  a  medical  stu- 
dent is  bent  upon  learning  how  to  practice  medi- 
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cine  and   surgery  along  the   lines   in   vogue ;   it 
may  be  a   mercenary   motive    viewed    from   one 
angle  of  the  question,  but  such  is  a  paramount 
fact;  and  philosophies  form  no  part  of  his  cur- 
riculum :  if  this  had  not  always  been  so — certainly 
within    the    last    ten    or    fifteen    years — Hahne- 
mann's  Organon    (the   Philosophy   of   Homeop- 
athy)   had  not  become  such  a  dead   letter,   and 
homeopathy    would    have    been    upheld    and    de- 
fended against  all  opponents.     As  it  is,  what  are 
the  facts  ?    Dr.  Price  has  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, and  d;:res  to  pose  as  an  iconoclast;  he 
is  not  alone,  however,  in  this  advanced  position. 
Many,  many  others  have  for  years  in  the  Ameri- 
can  Institute  and  out,  in  the  colleges  and  out, 
held  and  taught  this  form  of  "  homeopathy,"  t.  c, 
that  it  has  good  points,  but  should  not,  because 
it  could  not  logically  be  held  a  universal  law  of 
therapeutics — the    law    of    Therapeutics.      That 
being  once  admitted,   closes   the   door  of  every 
homeopathic  college  in  the  world.    A  momentary 
digression   may  be   permitted.      Note    the   trend 
of  Copeland's  paper  before  the  last  Institute:  a 
most  clever  and  withal  ultra  scientific  paper  to 
prove — what?     That  one  of  the  cherished  the- 
ories touching  the  value  of  dynamized  medicine 
is  not  based  upon  fact ;  so  that,  in  consequence, 
the  cures  reputed  to  have  been  made  with  these 
"  dynamized  "  remedies  were,  most  naturally,  not 
so  made.     And  there  you  have  it,  just  as  Price 
is  trying  to  prove.     Indeed,  the  trend  of  Chair- 
man   Herbert    Moore's    entire    materia    medica 
symposium  at  Niagara  Falls,  was  it  not  to  dis- 
credit some  of  the  presumed  eternal  verities  of 
Hahnemann's  Organon?     The  homeopathic  pro- 
fession— especially  that  segment  of  it  composing 
the  teaching  corps  of  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  our  colleges — may  continue  to  charge  us  indi- 
vidually and  editorially  with  treason  and  other 
unpleasant   sounding  things ;  but  is  it  not  true 
as  now  taught — barring  only  a  few  colleges,  and 
one    ultra-Hahnemannian    association — that    the 
homeopathy  of  to-day  is  not  the  homeopathy  of 
the  immediate  Fathers,  to  say  nothing  of  Hahne- 
mann,   Lippe,    Hering,    and    Lilienthal  ?      Kent, 
Allen,    Farrington,    Dewey,    Nash,    and    a    few 
others  of  the  old  guard,  however  laudable  their 
ambition    and    purposes,    are    overborne    by    the 
materialistic,   commercial,  medical  skepticism  of 
the  colleges  and  profession.     Price's  keynote  is 
"  the   good   of  the   patient,"   and   he    shows,    or 
essays   to   show,   that    much    that  has   gone    for 
homeopathy,   has  never  had  any  basis   in    fact ; 
and  that  the  little  which  gave  it  a  passing  hold 
is  only  one  part  of  General  Medicine.     The  con- 
clusion to  draw  is  not  difficult.     I  hit  must  it  be 
so?      Will    not,   or  cannot  the   colleges   put   the 
brake  upon  this  downward  tendency  ?     Is  there 
no  power  in  the  American  Institute  to  overhaul 
and  rehabilitate  homeopathy  in  its  allied  colleges? 
Can    there    be    found    no    medium    between    the 
homeopathic  philosophies  of  the  I.  H.  A.  philoso- 
phers and  this  threatened  surrender  to  the  allo- 
paths? 


Poisoning  by  Fool's  Parsley  (Act huso  Cynopium). 

H.  E.   Davison   reports  the  case  of  a   v, 
who  had  eaten  a  considerable  quantity  of  an  herb 
which  she  believed   to  he   "  mustard  and  cr 
It  proved  to  be  "fool's  parsley"  of  very  young 
growth.     Twenty  hours  later  the  symptom 
poisoning  came  on;  the)  consisted  ol  ab- 

111. il  pain,  persistent  vomiting,  and  diarrhea. 
The  vomitus  was  stained  green.  The  patient 
was  collapsed,  her  skin  cold,  the  radial  pulse 
could  not  be  fell,  and  the  heart-beats  were  120 
a  minute ;  the  sounds  were  very  feeble ;  the  tem- 
perature was  so  low  that  the  mercury  in  a  ther- 
mometer registering  95  did  not  rise  to  the  first 
mark.  Morphine  and  stimulants  produced  recov- 
ery.— Am.  Medicine. 

♦     ♦ 

Why  Did  this  Patient  Die? 

The    Medical    Brief   gives   print-space   to   "  A 
Case   of   Priapism."   by    a    Kansas    doctor,    in    a 
colored    man    of    thirty.      The    following    v 
among  the  things  done  and  given  this  unha 
colored  man,  from  August  1st  to  August  12th: 

I- nil  doses  of  bromides; 

Seven-eighths  grain  of  morphine  hypoder- 
mically ; 

One-fourth  grain  morphia  and  one-twentieth 
apomorphia ; 

One-eighth  grain  morphia  and  one-tenth  grain 
apomorphia ; 

More  bromides ; 

<  Ine-eighth  grain  morphia  and  one-tenth  grain 
apomorphia  ; 

One-fifth  grain  apomorphia ; 

Enema  to  move  bowels: 

Tablespoon  ful  of  Epsom  salts ; 

1  lot  applications  to  extremities; 

Stimulants; 

More  bromides,  adding  one-sixtieth  grain  ni- 
trate of  strychnine  every  three  hours; 

Hypodermic  of  hydrobromate  of  hyoscine ; 

Hypodermic  one-fifth  grain  apomorphia: 

Hypodermic  of  three  eighths  grain  morphia. 

This  was  now  August  5th,  when  the  patient's 
friends  insisted  upon  changing  doctors,  although 
the  heart  and  respiration  had  been  slowed  down. 
sleep  had  been  several  times  induced,  perspiration 
established,  bowels  moved,  and  likewise  the 
urine:  still   the  priapism  continued. 

The  new  doctor  continued  the  same  form  of 

priapismic   treatment    until    August    I2th,    when, 

for  some   inexplicable  reason,   the  patient  died ! 

I  hen    the    Kansas   medical    man    concludes    this 

true  tale  concerning  the  difficulties  with  the 

patient's that  is  to  say,  as  follows: 

"  The  erection  of  the  penis  continued  unabated 
for  the  entire  twelve  days  and  also  after  death. 
being  buried   in    that    condil  lur   diagi 

was  degeneration  of  the  fibers  in  the  controlling 
tract    within    both    the    direct    and    crossed    pvra- 
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midal  columns  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  that  pria- 
pism was  from  reflex  irritation,  remaining  un- 
changed because  inhibitory  control  from  the 
brain  was  cut  off.  We  gave  an  unfavorable  prog- 
nosis from  the  start. 

"  Was  our  diagnosis  correct,  and  was  our 
treatment  rational  ?  " 

We  answer,  in  part,  that  the  treatment  was 
not  rational.  If  this  poor  priapismic  patient  had 
lived  in  Cleveland,  a  half-dozen  surgeons  of 
either  school  would  have  had  him  on  the  table 
in  one  time  and  two  motions,  and  the  priapism 
would  have  ceased  to  be.  But  possibly  the  pa- 
tient also.  Still,  there  would  have  been  "  sotne- 
(hing  doing";  the  patient's  widow  would  have 
had  a  nice  bill  to  pay,  and  the  surgeons  would 
have  had  a  new  topic  of  discussion  for  weeks 
to  come. 

But,  really  and  truly,  why  did  he  die? 

Does  "  rational  "  treatment  consist  wholly  of 
hypodermics  ? 

We  know  why  morphine  is  given,  but  whv 
apomorphia?  Did  they  want  the  priapismic  to 
cough  it  up  ? 

♦     ♦■ 

Suggestions. 

Believing  as  we  do  that  homeopathy  must 
some  day  be  the  dominant  practice  all  over  the 
world,  we  are  always  interested  to  note  any  in- 
crease in  the  liberal  feeling  towards  us  which, 
from  time  to  time,  we  have  occasion  to  notice, 
and  the  disappearance,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the 
non  possiimus  attitude  adopted  in  former  days 
towards  homeopathy.  The  old  times  of  calling 
us  knaves  or  fools,  or  both,  have  vanished  into 
the  domain  of  ancient  history,  except  in  a  few 
fossilized  individuals  who  refuse  to  move  with 
the  times.  This  attitude  got  its  death-blow  when 
we  were  informed  years  ago  that  if  we  dropped 
the  name,  and  so  no  longer  maintained  a  sec- 
tarian position,  all  would  be  right,  and  we  might 
be  free  to  practice  as  we  chose.  This  cut  the 
feet  of  the  contention  that  homeopathy  was  "  the 
grave  of  science,"  a  thing  to  be  repudiated  in 
principles  and  practice,  and  that  its  practitioners 
were,  in  consequence,  not  to  be  associated  with 
on  any  consideration.  None  of  the  old  school 
could  possibly  agree  to  meet  and  associate  with 
men  whose  principles  and  position  were  utterly 
at  variance  with  science  and  facts,  merely  be- 
cause they  agreed  to  say  that  they  would  no 
longer  use  a  mere  word  which  was  held  by  the 
old  school  to  imply  the  assumption  of  a  sectarian 
position.  The  inference  was  plain.  They  knew 
that  there  was,  to  put  it  in  a  mild  way,  a  great 
deal  of  truth  in  homeopathy,  and  adopted  these 
new  anti-sectarian  tactics  as  a  convenient  mode 
of  "  climbing  down."  This  suggestion  was,  of 
course,  a  failure.  No  honest  homeopath  could 
possibly  accept  such  terms,  and  things  remain. 
then-fore,  as  they  were.  .More  recently  in 
America  there  have  been  suggestions   from   sev- 


eral old-school  societies  that  homeopaths  should 
be  asked  to  join  them,  and  this  suggestion  has 
been  advocated  by  more  than  one  old-school  jour- 
nal in  America.  The  homeopaths  were  not  asked 
to  renounce  homeopathy,  or  even  to  drop  the 
name,  but  it  was  to  be  understood  that  in  join- 
ing these  old-school  societies,  they  were  not  to 
discuss  homeopathic  treatment  and  principles, 
but  to  consider  their  mouths  closed  on  these  dis- 
puted points.  This  has  also  been  a  failure.  The 
unanimous  response  of  American  homeopaths  is 
that  on  such  terms  they  prefer  to  remain  outside 
these  societies,  and  go  on  as  they  are  at  present. 
All  these  suggestions  imply  that  when  the  lion 
and  the  lamb  lie  down  together,  it  is  by  the  lamb 
lying  quietly  inside  the  lion.  Still,  that  such 
suggestions  of  union  between  the  two  schools 
should  be  made  at  all  shows  a  more  liberal  feel- 
ing, and  a  desire  which  is  evidently  based  on 
the  knowledge  that  homeopathy  is  true,  and  is 
steadily  leavening  the  old  school  in  doctrine  and 
practice,  as  we  know  it  is.  It  bodes  further  and 
more  feasible  advances  towards  our  school,  and 
we  so  far  welcome  the  fact  of  such  suggestions. 
The  latest  form  of  suggestion  comes  from  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  in  the  shape  of  a  paper  in 
the  February  number  of  the  Canadian  Journal 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  of  Toronto,  read  be- 
fore the  Canadian  Medical  Association,  held  at 
London,  Ontario,  in  September,  1903,  by  Dr. 
George  M.  Aylesworth,  Collingwood,  Ontario. 
The  paper  is  interesting,  and  it  is  almost  neces- 
sary, in  stating  Dr.  Aylesworth's  argument,  to 
reprint  his  paper  entire,  and  simply  add  our  com- 
ments afterwards.     This  we,  therefore,  do. 

"  At  the  American  Medical  Association  in 
May  last,  Dr.  Solomon  Solis  Cohen,  in  his  ad- 
dress as  Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Materia 
Medica,  Pharmacy,  and  Therapeutics,  said :  '  Un- 
der all  circumstances  it  must  be  kept  in  mind 
that  neither  morbific  agents  nor  remedial  meas- 
ures add  anything  to  the  powers  possessed  by  the 
body.  They  alter,  they  invoke  the  natural  actions 
and  reactions — the  vital  processes  of  disease  and 
recovery ;  but  it  is  the  living  body  that  deter- 
mines the  nature  of  the  disease  process — it  is  the 
living  body  that  determines  the  nature  of  the 
process  of  recovery. 

"  Admitting  this,  it  matters  not  whether  Byron 
Robinson  ('The  Abdominal  Brain':  The  Clinic 
Pub.  Co.,  Chicago,  1899)  is  right  when  he  claims 
that  the  ganglionic  system  generates  a  form  of 
nerve  force  separate  and  distinct  in  character 
from  that  generated  by  the  cerebro-spinal  sys- 
tem; or  Schofield  ('The  Force  of  Mind": 
Churchill,  London,  1902)  that  the  functioning 
of  organs  are  all  manifestations  of  unconscious 
mind,  for  it  will  hardly  be  questioned  that  the 
ganglionic  system  is  the  agent  through  which 
life  influences  the  functions  of  organs. 

"When  Hahnemann,  as  a  regularly  educated 
physician,  announced  his  idea  in  therapeutics 
(Similia  similibus  curantur),  the  profession  had 


THE    AMERICAN    PHYSICIAN. 


343- 


been  for  a  1  < >  1 1 ^  time  a  unit  in  pursuing  methods 
of  cure  that  an-  now  universall)  condemned. 
When  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  that  this  idea 
had  an  element  of  truth  in  it.  by  his  success  in 
treating  disease,  lie  met  a  storm  <>i  opposition, 
if  not  persecution,  which  caused  him  to  narrow- 
curative  measures  down  to  this  one  idea,  which 
resulted  in  the  extraordinary  absurdities  of  his 
later  teaching.  While  this  idea  is  undoubtedlj 
sometimes  seemingly  true,  it  has  never  been 
proved  to  be  universal,  as  claimed  by  him  and 
liis  followers.  It  would  be  too  much  to  ask  this 
proof,  did  the)  not  assert  its  universality  so 
strongly,  and  treat  with  disdain  every  remedial 
measure  not  originating  in  it.  At  the  same  time 
it  is  difficult  to  see  why  we  should  not  admit 
its  seeming  truth,  and  utilize  their  ideas  and 
methods  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  our  patients, 
in  so  far  as  they  may  be  found  useful. 

"  Again,  in  the  early  sixties  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  a  highly  educated 
regular  physician,  published  his  principles  of 
medicine,  in  which  he  clearly  enunciated  the 
idea  that  disease  was  an  excess,  a  defect,  or  a 
perversion  of  normal  life.  Although  this  work 
of  Williams  was  so  notable  that  it  was  widely 
adopted  in  medical  colleges  as  a  text-book,  this 
idea  of  his  did  not  impress  the  profession  as  it 
should.  Some  ten  years  later,  however,  one 
Scudder,  a  practicer  of  the  methods  of  Thomson, 
the  basis  of  whose  treatment  consisted  in  exces- 
sive emesis,  diuresis,  diaphoresis,  and  purgation, 
induced  by  poisonous  doses  of  lobelia  and  steam- 
baths,  re-enunciated  Williams'  idea  in  this  way : 
'  Disease  is  wrong  life;  wrong  life  is  excess,  de- 
fect, or  perversion.'  Adding  to  this  the  intensely 
practical  corollary  that  the  medicines  needed  to 
cure  excess  were  sedatives,  defects  stimulants, 
perversion  alteratives ;  and  then  inventing  the 
phrases  '  specific  diagnosis  '  and  '  specific  medica- 
tion,' he  became  a  founder  of  a  new  school  of 
medicine — the  eclectic,  having  now  about  10,000 
adherents. 

"  That  these  ideas  were  steps  towards  direct 
medication  and  advances  in  therapeutics  there 
can  be  no  doubt :  but  their  promulgators  meeting 
the  same  reception  from  regulars  and  homeo- 
paths as  had  been  accorded  Hahnemann  by  the 
regulars,  shut  their  followers  up  to  these  ideas, 
antagonizing  all  other  work  in  the  therapeutic 
field,  at  the  same  time  claiming  the  broadest  ec- 
lecticism. 

"  The  writer  hopes  that  the  mentality  of  the 
mass  of  the  profession  in  the  three  schools  has 
sufficiently  developed  by  this  time  to  ignore  these 
narrow  vistas,  and  to  adopt  what  is  useful  from 
all  sources  without  prejudice.  How  the  refusal 
to  do  so  proves,  even  now,  a  brake  upon  the 
wheels  of  therapeutic  progress,  can  best  be  eluci- 
dated by  reviev  ing  the  different  measures  em- 
ployed by  the  three  schools  in  the  treatment  of 
ne  common  disease. 

"  Selecting  colic  at  random,  we  find  that  Gould 
ties  colic  as  '  spasmodic  pain  in  the  abdomen.' 


Intestinal  colic  is  due  to  irregular  and  violent  con- 
tractions of  the  muscles  of  the  bowels.  Byron 
Robinson  says  these  contractions  are  controlled 
b)  Auerbach's  ganglia  through  the  plexus  mesen- 
tericus.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  says  disease  consists 
of  excess,  defect,  or  perversion  of  normal  life. 
necessitating,  according  to  Scudder.  sedation, 
stimulation,  or  alteration,   for  cure. 

Intestinal  colic,  then,  is  either  perversion  due 
to  excess,  or  perversion  due  to  defect  in  the 
energy  generated  in  Auerbach's  ganglia.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  that  medicines  making  di 
rectly  for  the  correction  of  these  two  distinct 
conditions  are  by  far  the  most  successful  in  the 
treatment  of   intestinal  colic. 

"Why  are  they  not  adopted  by  all  practicers 
of  medicine?  The  query  is  a  fair  one,  for  we 
have  men  in  each  school  of  equal  honesty,  energy, 
mental  grasp,  and  self-sacrificing  devotion  to 
curative  measures,  who  not  only  cannot  endorse 
each  other's  conclusions,  but  are  inclined  to  think 
each  other  dishonest  because  they  cannot. 

'"  Leaving  aside  causes  of  deranged  force,  such 
as  the  ingestion  of  too  many  green  apples,  which, 
of  course,  must  be  removed,  let  us  glance  at  the 
treatment  of  intestinal  colic.  The  regular  school- 
man would  relieve  his  patient  by  using  morphia, 
which  only  reaches  the  condition  to  afford  relief 
by  paralyzing  sensation,  which  is  a  function  of 
the  cerebro-spinal  nervous  system.  This  means 
that  the  force  from  Auerbach's  ganglia  may  still 
be  acting  abnormally,  but  owing  to  the  paralysis 
of  sensation  due  to  the  morphia,  the  brain  is 
unable  to  report  the  condition  to  the  patient's 
consciousness.  This  is  almost  an  exact  parallel 
to  the  use  of  chloroform  in  labor,  where  painful 
uterine  contractions  continue  to  the  end  of  ac- 
couchement, but  the  patient  does  not  know  it. 
because  the  choloroform  does  not  permit  the 
nerves  of  sensation  to  perform  their  duty. 

'  The  homeopath  would  prescribe  colocynth  in 
a  minute  ciose  (3X  to  30X  dilution),  because  he 
knows  that  in  a  large  dose  it  will  produce  similar 
symptoms.  When  colocynth  fails,  as  it  often  will, 
he  may  adopt  the  eclectic  remedy,  dioscorea  vil- 
losa,  with  but  moderate  success,  because  lie  l;ivcs 
it  in  too  small  a  dose  (ix  to  1  gtt.  of  the  tincture  ). 
'  The  eclectic  would  prescribe  the  dioscorea  in 
large   doses    (5  to  30  min.   of  the   tincture)    be- 

-'•  adherents  of  the  school  have  found  it  effi- 
cacious. When  it  fails,  .is  n  often  will,  he  pre- 
scribes with  prompt  success  the  minute  'lose  of 
colocynth,  because  he  has  known  homeopaths  to 
prescribe  it  successfully.  Colocynth  and  dios- 
corea act  directly  upon  Auerbach's  ganglia,  and 
when  they  succeed  they  do  so  at  once,  without 
apparenl  effect  upon  the  economy  beyond  reliev- 
ing the  painful  contractions  permanently. 

I  h(  se  three  methods  of  treatment  of  the  con- 
dition known  as  intestinal  colic  are  all  seemingly 
successful.  What  is  the  explanation  ?  The  cause 
within  the  organism  of  the  condition  is  either 
the  defect  or  excess  of  function  in  Auerbach's 
ganglia  to  a  point  that  causes  'hem  to  lose  control 
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of  the  rhythmic  muscular  action  in  the  intestines. 
The  regular  school  treatment  is  not  directly  cura- 
tive at  all.  It  merely  deadens  the  pain,  enabling 
the  patient  to  endure  it  long  enough  to  let  the 
disturbed  nerve  force  recover  itself,  as  it  natu- 
rally tends  to  do  so.  The  morphia  does  not  in- 
crease this  tendency,  but  makes  the  patient  com- 
fortable for  the  hours  or  days  nature  requires  to 
accomplish  the  cure  without  assistance. 

"  The  colocynth  of  the  homeopath  meets  a  de- 
pressed nerve'  force,  and  directly  stimulates  it 
until  it  reaches  the  norm,  the  extremely  minute 
dose  being  a  safeguard  against  overstimulation, 
for,  as  is  well  known,  a  sufficiently  large  dose 
would  produce  the  difficulty  if  absent,  or  increase 
it  if  present. 

"  The  dioscorea  of  the  eclectic  meets  an  ex- 
cited or  excessive  nerve  force,  and  directly  se- 
dates it  to  the  norm,  the  large  dose  being  useful 
to  produce  the  effect  quickly. 

"  In  these  instances  colocynth  and  dioscorea 
are  directly  curative,  morphia  is  not. 

"  In  the'  use  of  colocynth  the  homeopath  and 
the  eclectic  are  on  equal  terms,  because  the  ec- 
lectic adopts  the  minute  dose  of  the  homeopath. 
In  the  use  of  dioscorea,  the  homeopath  is  heavily 
handicapped  by  his  faith  in  dynamization,  and 
the  resultant  minute  dose;  for  if  he  does  not 
fail  completely  with  it,  it  takes  him  much  longer 
to  cure  than  it  does  the  eclectic  with  the  much 
larger  dose,  which  the  homeopath  refuses  to 
adopt. 

"  If  you  will,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit 
that  the  foregoing  views  are  sound,  you  will  be 
able  to  see  that  while  each  of  the  three  schools 
may  have  therapeutic  truth,  neither  one  of  them 
has  the  whole  of  it.  And  if  you  will  reason  the 
matter  out  from  the  foregoing  data,  you  will  un- 
derstand why  it  is  so  difficult  for  one  schoolman 
to  influence  the  adherent  of  another  school. 
A  regular  schoolman,  called  to  a  case  of  intes- 
tinal colic,  due  to  depressed  Auerbach's  gan- 
glia, knows  that  morphia  will  relieve,  but  is  not 
directly  curative,  and  is  more  or  less  injurious. 
Possibly  he  also  knows  that  eclectics  claim  that 
dioscorea  cures  colic.  He  therefore  gives  the 
latter  remedy  for  several  hours,  with  absolutely 
no  effects,  if  (because  he  has  a  depressed  nerve 
force)  he  is  fortunate  enough  not  to  have  made 
his  patient  worse.  Disgusted,  he  gives  a  hypo- 
dermic of  morphia,  with  the  prompt  effect  of 
relieving  the  pain,  and  confirming  himself  and 
his  patient  in  their  belief  in  the  beneficence  of 
regular  school  therapeutics.  Later,  he  is  called 
to  another  case  of  colic  due  this  time  to  an  over- 
stimulated  Auerbach's  plexus.  In  the  meantime, 
in  his  search  for  something  better  than  morphia, 
he  has  learned  that  homeopaths  use  with  success 
minute  doses  of  colocynth  for  colic.  He  admin- 
isters it  faithfully,  with  results  similar  to  those 
he  obtained  when  he  gave  dioscorea.  But  he  is 
quite  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  though  the  dis- 
eases in  both  cases  are  called  colic,  the  conditions 
present  are  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other. 


Xow,  homeopaths  and  eclectics  might  as  well  try 
to  batter  down  Gibraltar  by  butting  it,  as  to  try 
to  convert  a  regular  schoolman,  who  has  had  this 
experience,  to  their  way  of  thinking  about  colo- 
cynth and  dioscorea,  unless  they  can  present 
some  better  arguments  than  they  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  do.  He  has  but  one  reason  for  his 
obstinacy,  and  wants  nor  needs  any  better — '  I've 
tried  'em  both,  and  they  are  no  good.' 

"  A  homeopath  is  called  to  a  patient  with  colic 
due  to  an  overstimulated  Auerbach's  plexus.  He 
knows  that  colocynth  in  a  minute  dose  will  some- 
time cure  colic,  and  persists  in  its  administration 
without  benefit,  until  his  fear  of  dismissal  from 
the  case  induces  him  to  try  dioscorea.  His  train- 
ing and  his  faith  in  dynamization,  teach  him  erro- 
neously that  if  dioscorea  will  cure  at  all,  it  will 
do  so  in  the  minute  dose.  He  therefore  gives  it 
in  the  first  or  higher  dilution,  instead  of  from 
five  to  thirty  drops  as  an  eclectic  would,  and  he 
meets  with  absolutely  no  results.  In  this  in- 
stance, at  least,  his  theory  of  dynamization  fails 
him,  but  instead  of  realizing  the  fallacy  of  his 
theory,  he  is  filled  with  disgust  for  eclectic  thera- 
peutics. If  a  true  homeopath  and  honest,  regular 
school  therapeutics  are,  of  course,  entirely  out  of 
the  question. 

"  An  eclectic  knows  that  dioscorea  sometimes 
cures  colic,  but  when  it  fails  because  of  a  de- 
pressed Auerbach's  plexus,  he  tries  colocynth  in 
the  homeopathic  dose  with  success,  knowing  little 
and  caring  less  as  to  the  reason  why.  But  when 
a  regular  schoolman  urges  him  to  use  morphia, 
and  points  out  its  beauties  when  introduced 
through  a  hypodermic  needle,  he  laughs  him  to 
scorn ;  and,  if  pressed  for  his  reason,  exclaims : 
'  What !  make  my  patients  drunk  with  morphia 
to  cure  cramp  ?    I  don't  have  to.  ' 

"  It  is  not  clear  that  narrowness  of  view  dis- 
sipates energy  and  prevents  progress  in  this  in- 
stance? 

"  While  the  facts  just  presented  can  easily  be 
substantiated,  the  reasons  adduced  for  their  ex- 
istence, as  far  as  the  writer  is  aware,  are  original 
with  him,  and  as  the  use  of  colocynth  in  the 
minute  dose  and  the  use  of  dioscorea  in  any  dose 
may  not  be  familiar  to  some,  it  may  be  wise  to 
illustrate  the  principle  involved  by  as  old  and 
respectable  a  drug  as  ipecacuanha.  The  laity, 
as  well  as  all  three  schools  of  medicine,  have  long 
been  familiar  with  its  power  to  produce  emesis, 
in  large  doses.  It  was  this  power  that  induced 
Hahnemann  to  use  it  to  cure  vomiting  in  the 
minute  dose.  This  use  of  it  was  made  widely 
known  to  the  regular  profession  twenty  or  more 
years  ago,  by  Sydney  Ringer,  and  has  been 
adopted  by  both  regulars  and  eclectics.  The  U. 
S.  Dispensatory  says  that  '  Ipecacuanha,  in  small 
doses,  is  a  stimulant  to  the  stomach.' 

"  We  will  now  assume  a  normal  organism,  and 
begin  to  administer  the  drug  in  gradually  in- 
creasing doses.  At  first  the  dose  is  so  small  that 
no  appreciable  effect  is  produced,  but  at  a  certain 
point,  as  the  dose  is  increased,  a  sense  of  warmth 
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is  experienced  in  the  stomach.  \>  the  dose  con- 
tinues  to  increase,  we  have  successively  nausea, 
secretion  of  mucus,  emesis,  paralysis  of  over- 
stimulation, the  last  effect  being  used  medicinally 
1)\  regular  schoolmen  to  relieve  dysenteric  tenes- 
mus. Now,  assuming  we  have  an  organism  in 
which  the  nerve  force  in  the  stomach  is  depressed 
iugh  to  produce  nausea  and  vomiting,  we  will 
begin  to  give  ipecacuanha.  In  the  minute  dose 
which,  in  the  normal  organism,  produced  no  ap- 
preciable effects,  its  stimulating  or  irritating 
action  gradually  raises  the  nerve  force  in  the 
stomach  to  the  norm,  and  nausea  and  vomiting 
cease.  Increase  the  dose,  and  they  will  he  re- 
produced from  an  overstimulated  condition  of 
the  nerve  force. 

"  Ringer  wrote  in  his  handbook:  'Few  rem- 
edies are  so  efficacious  as  ipecacuanha  in  check- 
ing certain  forms  of  vomiting.'  As  to  the  kinds 
of  vomiting,  he  says  that  in  adults  they  are  (i) 
vomiting  of  pregnancy;  (2)  nausea  and  vomiting 
during  lactation;  (3)  nausea  and  vomiting  at 
menstrual  periods;  (4)  the  morning  vomiting  of 
drunkards;  (5)  morning  vomiting  of  general 
weakness,  met  with  in  convalescents.  Hare,  in 
his  '  Practical  Therapeutics,'  p.  235,  1897,  con- 
firms these  observations.  The  one  etiological 
element  which  is  common  to  all  these  conditions, 
is  the  depressed  nerve  force  in  the  stomach,  mani- 
festing itself  by  nausea  and  vomiting.  Ipeca- 
cuanha, through  its  local  stimulating  effects,  re- 
moves this  etiological  factor,  and  thus  makes 
directly  for  cure  in  all  these  conditions,  so  long 
as  the  dose  is  kept  just  too  small  to  stimulate 
the  stomach  beyond  the  normal,  producing  over- 
stimulation. Jn  the  latter  event  the  symptoms 
would  be  reproduced. 

"  Should  the  nausea  and  vomiting  be  caused  in 
the  first  instance  by  an  irritant,  overstimulation 
is  already  present,  and  therefore  ipecacuanha,  in 
any  dose,  is  useless  as  a  means  of  relief,  if  it 
does  not  increase  the  difficulty.  If  this  be  true 
of  ipecacuanha,  there  are  many  drugs  that  act 
on  the  same  principles.  Does  there  seem  to  be 
any  good  reason  why  all  three  schools  should  not 
adopt  all  three  methods  of  administration,  where 
the  interests  of  the  patient  dictate,  and  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  drug  permit,  in  the  same  way 
that  ipecacuanha  has  been  adopted?  " 

Our  readers  will  see  from  the  above  that  Dr. 
Aylesworth  is  a  man  of  liberal  and  open  mind, 
and  such  a  man  we  are  always  pleased  to  meet, 
and  to  hear  his  suggestions.  He  evidently  knows 
a  good  deal  about  homeopathy,  and  this  is  a  nec- 
essary qualification — not  too  common — in  one 
who  makes  suggestions  as  to  the  unification  of 
the  profession  of  medicine.  There  are  many 
statements  in  his  paper  as  to  Hahnemann  and 
homeopaths  which  arc  not  correct,  but  these  are 
palpable  to  anyone  who  reads  the  paper.  No 
doubt  he  felt  it  necessary  in  reading  such  a  paper 
het'ore  his  society  to  say  such  tilings  as  a  blind, 
lest  he  should   find  his  position   uncomfortable, 


as  indicating  an  amount  of  knowledge  of,  and 
belief  in  the  laws  of  similars,  which  might  be 
used  to  his  detriment.  We  therefore  forbear  to 
take  up  our  columns  with  controverting  those 
statements,  which  would  he  a  very  easy  task  to 
perform,  but  which  would  not  be  worth  the 
powder  and  shot.  But  when  he  speaks  of  the 
"narrow  "  view  that  homeopaths  take,  in  stick- 
ing to  homeopathic  treatment  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  methods,  it  is  necessary  once  more  to  point 
out  that  homeopaths  are  such  by  virtue  of  their 
maintaining  their  freedom  to  use  every  method 
of  treatment  which  they  believe  to  be  for  the 
id  of  their  patients;  but,  in  so  doing,  they 
practically  do  not  require  to  use  other  methods, 
which  they  know  from  experience  are  far  inferior 
to  homeopathic  treatment.  I  onsequently,  his 
suggestion  that  practitioners  of  all  schools  should 
■  up  their  "narrow"  views,  and  adopt  all 
that  is  good  in  every  system,  is  beside  the  mark 
as  far  as  homeopaths  are  concerned.  Homeo- 
paths are  always  open  to  receive  the  truth  wher- 
ever it  comes  from,  and  when  a  new  medicine  is 
borught  under  their  notice,  they  at  once  proceed 
to  "  prove.  "  it,  and  see  whether  its  reputed  action 
is  homeopathic  or  not.  Thus  in  the  case  of  dio- 
scorea,  though  it  was  introduced  by  the  "  Eclec- 
tics "  in  America,  it  no  longer  remains  an  "  Ec- 
lectic "  medicine,  but  having  been  carefully  and 
fully  "  proved,"  it  is  found  to  act  homeopathi- 
cally  in  the  colic  and  other  abdominal  pains  which 
are  similar  to  its  "  proved "  symptoms.  It  is 
therefore  as  much  a  homeopathic  remedy  in  these 
cases  as  colocynth  is. 

But  in  the  selection  of  colocynth  or  dioscorea 
in  the  cases  Dr.  Aylesworth  takes  as  the  illustra- 
tion of  his  views,  his  theoretical  ideas  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  colic — hyperstimulation  or  depres- 
sion of  Auerbach's  plexus,  whether  correct  or 
not,  are,  we  maintain,  of  no  real  use  as  a  guide 
to  the  choice  of  the  remedy.  He  may  occasion- 
ally hit  the  right  medicine,  but  he  will  as  often, 
or  oftener,  fail  to  do  so.  When  theory  comes 
in  for  the  choice  of  the  medicine,  it  is  so  often 
fallacious  that  it  is  for  practical  purposes  useless. 
It  is  of  the  same  type  as  the  late  Dr.  Anstie's 
explanation  of  Dr.  Ringer's  statements  as  to  the 
value  of  ipecacuanha  in  sickness,  namely,  that  in 
curing  sickness  it  acts  as  "  a  tonic  to  the  vaso- 
motor nerves  of  the  stomach."  In  fact,  we  find 
Dr.  Aylesworth  adopting  this  very  theory  in  re- 
gard to  ipecacuanha.  Such  statements  really  act 
as  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  old  school,  who  per- 
suade themselves  that,  in  so  adopting  the  homei  >- 
pathic  action  of  ipecacuanha,  they  are  saved  the 
necessity  of  admitting,  in  this  instance  at  least, 
the  truth  of  the  law  of  similars.  The  only  sure 
way  of  differentiating  one  remedy  from  another 
in  practice,  is  to  note  carefully  the  symptoms 
proved  of  each,  and  thus,  by  obtaining  the  simile 
or  simillimum,  to  make  the  required  selection. 

But  to  come  to  Dr.    Aylesworth'-  tion 

that  everyone  should  adopt  the  best  bits  of  every 
mode  of  treatment  derived  from  all  schools:  this 
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will,  we  are  sure,  be  another  failure.  We  do  not 
want  an  extended  empiricism,  and  a  practice 
based  on  "  tips,"  however  pretty  the  theory  on 
which  such  "  tips  "  are  employed  may  be.  We 
want  a  Law  in  medicine ;  and  while  homeopaths 
believe  firmly,  and,  in  fact,  know,  that  such  a 
law  exists,  it  is  futile  to  ask  them  to  be  satis- 
fied with  anything  short  of  a  full,  public,  and 
authoritative  admission  that  this  law — the  law  of 
similars — is  true,  and  that  it  is  only  right  and 
honest  that  with  such  knowledge  it  is  playing 
false  with  the  best  interests  of  truth  to  allow 
it  to  be  explained  away  theoretically,  or  to  hide 
its  light  under  a  bushel.  To  advocate  an  ex- 
tended empiricism — a  medical  hotch-potch — is 
certainly  only  a  retrograde  suggestion,  instead 
of  being  an  advanced  one,  and  is  bound  to  be  a 
failure. — M.  H.  Review. 

-♦•     ♦ 

Reportorial  Suggestions. 

The  receipt  on  September  3  last,  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy, of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  at 
Niagara  Falls,  and  two  months  thereafter,  almost 
to  the  day,  viz.,  November  4,  of  the  completed 
Transactions  (with  an  oblique  statement  in  the 
Preface  *)  calls  to  mind  the  peculiar  condition  of 
affairs  extant  touching  the  manner  of  collecting 
the  necessary  reporting  data  for  completing  the 
bulk  of  the  large  volume  called  the  annual  Trans- 
actions. The  necessary  detail,  with  papers  and 
so  forth,  to  complete  the  minutes-part  of  the 
Transactions,  was  in  the  Secretary's  hands  a  short 
time  after  the  closing  of  the  Institute  sessions; 
the  reports  of  the  various  bureaus  and  sections, 
barring  two,  were  also  in  hand  a  little  while  there- 
after; so  that  on  that  early  day  in  September  the 
Secretary  was  ready  to  go  to  press  with  all  the 
papers  and  discussions,  had  they  been  in  hand. 
Unfortunately,  the  Secretary  of  one  of  the  in- 
dependent sections,  /'.  c,  the  Surgical  and  Gyne- 
cological, could  not  get  the  notes  of  the  discus- 
sions taken  in  that  section,  even  so  late  as  the 
13th  of  September,  his  stenographer  alleging  a 
number  of  causes  in  extenuation  of  his  dilatori- 
ness — illness,  press  of  professional  work,  and, 
later,  his  disbelief  in  the  bona  fides  of  the  sectional 
society  to  pay  the  agreed-upon  stipend  for  his 
services ;  hence,  he  proposed  to  hold  and  did  hold 
back  his  notes  until  assured  of  the  prompt  pay- 
ment for  his  services.  And,  because  of  this  the 
Institute  Secretary  was  delayed  in  going  to  press 
with  the  remainder  of  the  volume.  In  this  view 
of  the  situation  what  could  be  done?  Clearly 
nothing,    since    the    stenographer   held    the    key. 

*  "  This  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Institute  is  sent 
forth  with  the  confidence  that  it  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  officers  and  members.  The  volume  last  preceding,  in 
the  prefatory  note  contained  the  promise  that  this  year  the 
issue  would  be  made  not  later  than  the  month  of  October. 
This  assurance  would  have  been  fully  realized  but  for  the 
delay  caused  by  one  who  had  no  official  connection  with  the 
Institute." 


"We  make  this  statement  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  and  in  common  fairness  to  the  Secretary, 
who,  anxious  and  willing  to  publish  the  Transac- 
tions within  the  statutory  time,  was  hindered  in 
his  intentions  and  plans  by  the  recalcitrancy  of 
one  reporter. 

The  reporting  of  the  Institute  has  been  a  large, 
vital,  and  ever-growing  proposition,  and  one, 
which,  for  some  occult  reason,  has  not  properly 
engaged  the  attention  of  that  Institute.  Once 
before,  while  serving  as  Recording  Secretary  of 
the  Institute,  we  called  editorial  attention  to  this 
important  branch  of  the  Institute's  business ;  but 
our  recommendations  were  perhaps  construed 
into  an  advance-press  argument  of  a  man  in  office 
anxious  to  increase  his  own  importance  and  add 
to  his  salary.  Now,  however,  since  we  no  longer 
hold  office,  and  are  of  the  great  contributing 
membership,  the  validity  of  our  former  argument 
may  appeal,  and  in  order  to  bring  it  once  more 
before  the  membership  we  take  this  opportunity 
to  repeat  it,  in  brief : 

The  Institute  is  not  properly  positioned  to  care 
for  its  various  bureaus  and  independent  sections 
in  the  matter  of  reporting  and  collecting  the  dis- 
cussions. It  is  evident  that  many  of  the  wheel- 
horses  of  the  Institute  are  content  to  continue  the 
primitive  manner  of  reporting  which  wras  the 
vogue  early  in  the  seventies  and  after ;  which  con- 
sisted either  in  the  donation  by  some  one  or  two 
physicians  of  the  gratis  use  of  their  office-girl 
stenographer,  or  the  employment  of  young  doc- 
tors who  had  taken  sufficient  notes  during  the 
college  course  to  outdistance  the  other  longhand 
reporters ;  hence,  when  the  Institute  wanted  re- 
porters, it  threw  the  sop  to  some  of  these  people ; 
with  the  result  that  since  these  donated  girls  and 
kindergarten  reporters  were  not  experts,  the  re- 
ports were  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,  neces- 
sitating so  much  revision,  and  filling  in  of  so 
man}'  blank  spaces,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
submit  the  discussions  to  the  debaters,  thus  oc- 
casioning immense  delays. 

The  American  Medical  Association  has  been 
often  quoted  as  an  example  of  all  things  wonder- 
ful, progressive,  and  good  in  the  matter  of  Medi- 
cal Societies  ;  and  upon  one  occasion  its  reporting 
system  was  trotted  out  before  the  eyes  of  the 
Institute  in  order  to  have  it  copied.  What  are 
the  facts  ?  They  have  a  most  excellent  system  of 
reporting,  as  they  have  of  other  things,  notably 
their  election  of  officers.  That  Association 
employs  one  man  in  Chicago — a  professional  re- 
porter— not  merely  a  practicing  physician  in 
membership  with  the  Institute,  or  a  donated 
office-stenographer,  or  someone  who  has  "  picked 
up  "  stenography  in  ten,  easy  Meisterschaft  les- 
sons)— and  this  one  chief  stenographer  is  paid 
the  lump  sum  of  $1000  annually  for  his  reporting 
of  the  Association.  He  agrees  for  this  sum  to- 
provide  sufficient  reporters  to  take  each  section  of 
the  Association,  to  have  those  notes  correctly  re- 
ported and  transcribed  ready  for  the  printer — for 
the   written-out   debate   is   not   submitted   to   the 
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debater  for  correction — and  have  his  copy  readj 
for  the  printer  in  duo  time. 

This  i-  the  system  in  a  paragraph.  It  can  be 
seen  at  a  glance  that  an  expert  stenographer  who 
makes  it  his  life  work  to  write  shorthand,  and  to 
write  it  correctly,  who  is  in  that  business  as  1>\ 
first  intention  and  not  as  a  side  line  to  a  poorly 
paid  parish  practice,  will  give  correct  reports,  and 
have  them  ready  as  per  contract.  This  business 
system  does  away  with  the  possibility  of  any 
individually  employed  reporter — for  in  the  [nsti 
tute  there  were  several  reporters  employed  by  the 
individual  sections  and  also  by  the  Institute 
proper — going  on  a  strike  and  "  holding-up  "  the 
Transactions  until  some  fancied  grievance  is  ad- 
justed, or  for  any  other  imaginary  cause;  for  the 
chief  reporter,  being  under  bond  for  the  correct 
performance  of  his  contract,  will  see  to  it  that 
there  is  no  imperfect  work  done  by  his  assistants : 
that  no  section  or  department  is  without  a  proper 
stenographic  representative,  and  that  no  one  of 
these  assistants  will  do  the  dog-in-the-manger 
act.  This  will  also  do  away  with  the  possibility 
of  some  over-zealous  stenographer,  under  contract 
to  one  part  of  the  Institute,  reaching  out  for  sec- 
tional reporting,  and  by  reason  of  bad  calcula- 
tions, failing  to  supply  reporters  when  the  sections 
met,  and  making  it  practically  impossible  at  that 
eleventh  hour  for  that  section  to  secure  anyone 
to  take  its  discussions. 

It  the  Institute,  with  its  present  progressive 
trend,  with  its  new  ideas  of  Institute  autonomy 
and  sectional  freedom,  will  graft  upon  itself  a 
system  similar,  in  part  or  in  whole,  to  that  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  it  will  not  need  to 
burden  itself  with  the  rather  risky  and  doubtful 
financial  venture  of  publishing  a  monthly  Journal. 
For  the  same  faults  which  now  inhere  in  the  re- 
porting of  the  Institute  and  Sections  will  follow 
into  the  Journal-system,  as  now  and  for  years  past 
they  have  entered  into  the  book-form  of  Transac- 
tions. With  this  reporting  feature  properly  ad- 
justed, the  Transactions  can  be  issued  in  Octo- 
ber  or  in  early  weeks  of  November  at  the  Iat<  st, 
and  thus  remove  one  of  the  principal  objections 
to  the  book-form. 

Our  suggestions,  therefore,  amount  to  this : 
I'm  all  the  Institute  reporting  into  the  hands  of 
one  professional  stenographer,  or  one  who  has 
been  a  professional  and  knows  how  to  go  about 
it;  pay  this  one  man  a  lump  sum  for  his  labors; 
put  this  one  man  under  bond  for  the  taking  ami 
writing  out  of  the  notes  within  a  given  time  ;  "  cut 
out  "  the  primitive  kindergarten  system  of  letting 
each  debater  revise  his  three-minute  speech  with 
the  aid  of  the  midnight  oil  and  a  shelf  or  two  of 
encyclopaedias;  let  this  one  man  prepare  the  copy 
for  the  printer,  such  copy  to  go  through  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  and  the  Publication  Committee. 
I  lien  the  Institute  may  be  assured  that  the 
Transactions  in  hound  and  volume  form  will  he 
upon  its  table  within  the  time  required  by  the  by- 
laws, and  that  no  one  or  more  stenographers,  for 


political  or  personal  motives,  can  retard  and  delay 
the  printing  and  publication  of  the  n<  »ti 

To*he  sure  this  will  cost  some  money.     Bui  is 
not  the  correct  form  of  our  debates  a  very  nei 

sarj  part  of  our  Institution'  for  while  we  speak 
only  to  a  handful  of  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
our  annual  meetings,  the  Transactions  speak  to  all 
the  world.  Are  we  not  making  homeopathic  his- 
tory in  the  Institute?  Is  it  not  the  most  essential 
part  of  our  Institute  that  we  hand  down  our 
labors  fully  and  correctly  reported  for  an  after- 
coming  generation,  or  for  all  others  to  follow,  to 
read  and  study  and  note  how  our  school  of  prac- 
tice grew  and  flourished  ?  Is  it  not  better  that  we 
lop  off  expense  in  other  directions  and  add  the 
saving  to  this  department  ? 


Some  Echoes  from  the  Missouri  institute. 

(Discussion,  in  part,  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  W.  John  Harris  of  St. 
Louis,  entitled  "  Malignant  Growth  of  Testicle.") 

Dr.  Gibson.  This  is  a  most  interesting  paper 
on  a  most  interesting  subject.  It  is  a  class  of 
diseases  that  is  met  \\4th  much  more  frequently 
than  we  think,  and  many  patients  suffer  so  long, 
and  the  condition  has  gone  to  such  a  stage  that 
nothing  can  he  done  with  it  at  all.  I  want  to 
sa\  one  thing  further,  that  with  a  growth  of  this 
kind  we  are  never  sure  of  the  limitation  of  our 
work;  we  frequently  find  that  a  case  promising 
some  relief  in  the  beginning  will  turn  out  to  be 
one  of  the  worst  forms,  and  he  practically  without 
help.  It  appears  to  he  comparatively  a  simple 
operation,  and.  as  a  rule,  where  you  find  this 
growth  inclosed  in  a  sac,  where  it  is  in  the  tunica 
vaginalis  and  not  absorbed,  and  not  extended  to 
the  surrounding  tissues,  these  offer  the  best  indi- 
cations for  a  successful  removal.  That  is  true 
of  all  malignant  growths,  especially  those  which 
develop  more  slowly  and  painlessly.  Those 
which  have  a  steadier  growth  are  very  much 
more   amenable    to    surgical    treatment    than    the 

-  of  cases  which  develop  rapidly,  and  which 
extend  into  the  tissues  around  them,  which  gain 
their  growth  and  nutrition  on  all  sides  and  which 
increase  to  a  greal  si/.e.  I  believe  that  one  of 
tin-  best  indications  for  the  removal  of  the  tes- 
ticles is  tins  rapid  growth.  I  believe  we  ought 
not  to  hesitate  where  we  find  a  case  of  that  kind, 
nor  use  temporary  measures.  1  believe  that  radi- 
cal measures  should  be  invoked  and  a  radical 
operation  performed,  and  that  every  vestige  of 
5e  tissues  should  l)e  torn  away.  I  have  seen 
in  a  number  <>!  cases,  where  free  dissection  and 
radical  work  has  given  good  results,  although 
the  statistics  are  against  the  use  of  it.  I  believe 
from  the  report  Dr.  Harris  has  given  ns.  that 
he  will  cure  his  case,  and  that  there  will  not 
likely  he  a  recurrence  in  that  region;  and  for  the 

ons    I   have  already    stated.      Me  has  disSi> 
up  and   gotten   above  all   the  diseased   tissue  and 
theer     has    heen     no    evidence    of    the    Systematic 
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infection,  from  the  fact  that  there  was  no  en- 
largement of  the  glands ;  so  that  while  we  know 
so  little  about  these  malignant  growths,  while  we 
have  some  idea  as  to  what  cannot  be  done  with 
them,  and  while  in  the  majority  of  cases  they 
offer  an  iinfavorable  prognosis,  still  we  never  can 
tell  until  we  attack  them  what  we  shall  find.  I 
insist  that  it  must  be  radical  work. 

Dr.  Morgan.  I  saw  this  case  with  Dr.  Harris, 
and  inquired  after  the  history.  It  had  been  com- 
ing for  eight  years.  He  had  suffered  no  pain 
unless  he  got  pinched  or  mechanically  com- 
pressed, or  in  some  other  way  hurt.  I  couldn't 
make  out  any  glandular  enlargements.  The  con- 
tour of  the  growth  was  pretty  smooth  and  even. 
There  was  no  nodular  development ;  there  had 
been  no  pain  and  no  glandular  involvement ;  it 
had  a  smooth  contour,  evidently  being  circum- 
scribed in  its  limits.  I  rather  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  it  might  be  carcinoma.  I  don't 
suppose  there  is  any  going  back  on  the  statement 
of  the  two  microscopists ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
tumors  have  been  present  for  years,  and  benign 
in  character,  and  afterwards  have  taken  on  a 
malignant  turn.  If  this  i%  carcinoma,  then  it  has 
not  been  malignant  from  the  beginning. 

Dr.  Green.  I  know  of  no  form  of  diagnosis 
that  will  throw  a  surgeon  down  as  quick  and  as 
hard  on  malignant  growths  as  the  microscope. 
Had  a  case  of  tumor  of  the  jaw.  Had  had  a 
tooth  taken  out  which  had  left  the  gum  in  very 
bad  shape.  But  it  got  well.  Three  months  after 
that  he  developed  a  tumor  of  the  ramus  in  the 
left  side  of  the  jaw.  This  tumor  had  been  grow- 
ing from  two  to  thre  months  when  I  first  saw  it. 
I  diagnosed  a  subperiosteal  abscess,  and  cut  into 
it.  Had  a  very  slight  discharge.  It  was  a  case 
that  had  been  brought  to  me  by  an  allopathic 
physician.  I  introduced  a  drainage  tube  and 
washed  it  out.  After  a  few  days  I  took  it  out 
and  the  wound  closed  up  and  the  patient  seemed 
to  get  better.  I  did  not  see  him  for  about  three 
months.  When  he  came  back  and  I  examined 
it  again,  I  informed  him  that  I  suspected  a  car- 
cinomatous infiltration  of  the  submaxillary,  and 
advised  immediate  operation.  He  was  very  loath 
to  have  that  done.  I  did  not  see  him  again  for 
about  another  two  months  or  a  little  more.  He 
said  that  immediately  after  he  had  seen  me  the 
condition  commenced  to  improve.  I  told  him  to 
let  it  alone,  and  it  went  on,  I  suppose,  a  couple 
of  months  longer;  but  this  little  opening  had  a 
constant  discharge  from  it.  I  again  advised  an 
operation,  and  he  submitted.  There  was  a  ring 
of  induration  around  the  opening  as  big  as  the 
end  of  my  thumb.  I  removed  that,  and  found 
the  jaw  perforated.  I  removed  all  of  the  ne- 
crosed bone ;  removed  everything  that  appeared 
diseased.  I  took  the  specimen  and  sent  it  to  a 
microscopist  who  makes  a  specialty  of  histology. 
He  wrote  me  that  it  was  a  carcinomatous  growth 
and  advised  extensive  operation  and  removal  of 
all  the  tissues  thereabout.  I  wrote  back  and  told 
him  that  I  did  not  understand  how  a  carcinom- 


atous growth  could  develop  in  that  region 
without  there  was  a  secondary  condition,  and 
there  was  no  other  part — no  disease  part  of 
the  mouth ;  so  I  did  not  see  where  it  could 
come  from,  unless  there  was  a  nest  of  free  cells 
from  which  it  had  developed.  He  wrote  me  a 
letter,  telling  me  that  it  undoubtedly  was  carci- 
nomatous, and  that  the  development  was  from 
the  hair  bulbs.  I  said  the  clinical  feature  did 
not  bear  out  the  diagnosis,  and  I  was  loath  to 
make  an  extensive  operation  on  that  jaw,  unless 
I  had  more  positive  evidence  that  it  was  malig- 
nant. I  did  not  operate.  The  man  is  well,  be- 
yond a  small  fistulous  opening.  There  has  been 
no  extension  to  any  of  the  glands,  the  submax- 
illary, or  lymphatic.  I  believe  the  microscopical 
examination  was  incorrect,  and  I  believe  the 
clinical  history  of  that  case  was  a  better  guide 
than  the  microscope.  I  have  been  repeatedly 
thrown  down  by  the  microscope  in  tubercular 
examinations.  I  remember  one  occasion  when 
a  lady  came  to  me  and  I  found  some  infiltration 
about  the  apex  of  the  lung.  I  took  the  sputum 
and  sent  a  specimen  for  a  microscopical  exami- 
nation. It  was  reported  back  as  filled  with  tuber- 
cular bacilli.  She  immediately  changed  doctors, 
and  has  never  been  in  my  office  since.  That  was 
some  four  or  five  years  since,  and  the  woman  is 
now  perfectly  well.  I  believe  now  that  the  clin- 
ical diagnosis  was  correct,  and  the  microscopic 
examination  was  wrong.  While  the  microscope 
is  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  still  when  you  put  your 
faith  in  it  entirely,  you  will  be  tripped  up  many 
times. 

Dr.  Henry.  Don't  leave  your  diagnosis  wholly 
to  the  microscope.  I  know  of  no  disease  in 
which  the  microscope  is  pathognomonic,  with  the 
exception  of  tubercular  deposits  and  malaria.  In 
all  other  conditions  the  microscope  has  very 
little  value  as  compared  with  clinical  and  physi- 
cal manifestation  of  the  growth.  I  have  heard 
doctors  here  speak  of  the  gonococci.  The  gono- 
cocci  is  identically  the  same  in  appearance,  color, 
reaction,  group,  and  in  other  characteristics  with 
the  urethral  cocci  which  is  present  at  all  times. 
I  would  like  to  know  of  what  value  a  micro- 
scopic examination  would  be  in  such  a  case  when 
that  germ  is  present  at  all  times?  You  can  find 
the  Klebs-Loeffler  present  in  almost  any  normal 
throat.  I  see  but  very  little  value  in  the  detec- 
tion of  the  bacilli  in  diphtheria.  The  same  is 
true  in  typhoid  fever  in  regard  to  the  Yidal  re- 
action test,  when  it  is  a  fact  that  many  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  where  there  is  a  hemorrhage  from 
the  bowels  that  the  Vidal  reaction  is  negative ; 
and  in  other  cases  we  have  it  positive  where 
there  is  no  typhoid  fever  to  deal  with  at  all. 
We  leave  our  diagnosis  too  often  to  the  specialist 
in  bacteriology.  If  you  will  read  up  your  clin- 
ical features  and  facts  and  all  the  usual  or  un- 
usual physical  signs  in  determining  disease,  we 
will  make  many  less  errors  in  diagnosis  than 
we  do  at  the  present  time,  when  depending  upon 
tin    microscope.     Whenever  the  use  of  that  in- 
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strument  is  advanced  to  thai  stage  in  which  we 
can  identify  these  growths  to  a  certainty,  as  it 
is  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  it  will  then  be  a 
positive  means  of  diagnosis,  hut  not  before.  <  '- 
ler  says  that  very  many  cases  of  pulmonar)  tu 
berculosis  tend  to  recovery,  and  possibly  Dr. 
I  rreen's  case  was  one  of  this  class. 

Dr.  Fletcher.  It  appears  to  me  that  Dr.  Har- 
ris has  shown  us  a  remarkable  specimen,  and  the 
facts  cited  and  shown  do  n<>t  convince  me  that 
the  patient  did  not  have  carcinoma.  It  appears 
to  me  thai  anj  growth  in  the  testicle  would  nec- 
essarily cause  pain  :  but  from  the  fact  that  there 
were  no  glandular  enlargements  and  that  the 
growth  has  not  recurred  since,  it  seems  to  me 
is  pretty  good  evidence  that  it  was  not  carcinom- 
atous. The  microscopic  examination  that  was 
made  might  have  shown  cells  and  groups  of  cells 
of  a  carcinomatous  character  in  some  part  of  the 
tumor  without  the  entire  tumor  being  carcinom- 
atous. 

Dr.  Morgan.  As  I  remarked  to  Dr.  Harris 
at  the  time,  this  question  of  diagnosis  had  a  bear- 
ing only  on  the  prognosis,  because  it  ought  to 
be  removed  anyhow.  Diagnosis  is  often  a  guide 
to  treatment,  but  in  this  case  the  differentia! 
diagnosis  between  malignant  and  benign  growth 
didn't  have  any  bearing  upon  the  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  tumor;  the  only  bearing  it  had  was 
on  the  prognosis. 

Dr.  Gibson.  I  don't  like  to  hear  so  much  dis- 
credit thrown  upon  a  valuable  and  useful  instru- 
ment. You  would  not  send  the  tissue  to  a  pa- 
thologist and  expect  him  to  diagnose  your  case 
for  you.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  a  malignant 
growth  that  any  pathologist  can  tell  with  abso- 
lute certainty  what  it  is  unless  he  knows  some- 
thing about  the  situation  where  it  comes  from. 
You  would  have  to  tell  him,  as  in  this  instance 
under  discussion,  whether  it  was  the  beginning 
of  the  tumor,  or  whether  it  had  progressed  a 
certain  length  of  time,  or  what  time  the  disease 
was  there.  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  doctors 
have  had  cases  of  removal  of  malignant  growths 
from  other  portions  of  the  body  that  did  not 
return  later.  Why  may  not  this  have  been  a 
case  of  this  kind  ?  All  cases  must  have  a  begin- 
ning; and  if  you  can  tell  its  beginning — get  there 
in  time  to  combat  its  beginning — it  makes  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  that  case  more  hopeful 
— throws  a  better  light  upon  it.  And  while  this 
case  does  not  now  present  the  appearance  of  a 
malignant  growth  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in 
time  it  would  have  done  so  if  left  alone.  This 
patient  was  about  thirty-eight  years  old,  and  if 
thsi  operation  had  not  been  done,  his  life  would 
have  ended  in  a  little  time.     Th  roscope  is 

a   good  agent,  but  it  cannot  be  depended   upon 
absolutely.     It  is  simply  an  aid. 

Dr.    Young,      f    see    there    is    orthodoxy    and 
heterodoxy    in    the    matter    of    the    microscope. 
When   it   confirms  my  diagnosis  then   I  think  it 
is  one   of  the  most  valuable   instruments   in 
market;  when  it  disputes  it.  then   I   am  disposed 


I-  doubt  the  efficac)  of  the  microscope.  I  ven- 
ture to  saj  that  because  the  discussion  has  war- 
ranted me  in  saying  so.  I  would  like  to  ask  if 
it  is  not  the  general  consensus  that  malignant 
-row  ihs  of  the  testicle  if  we  remove  them  early, 
or  any  other  case  which  depends  upon  the  time 
limit  for  the  tumoi  to  begin  and  to  become  malig- 
nant isn't  it  a  fact  that  malignant  tumors  of 
the  testicle  develop  a  condition  which  is  best 
served  h\  prompl  removal,  and  if  so  done  that 
there  is  a  smaller  percentage  of  recurrence  than 
in  any  other  portion  of  the  body  ? 

Dr.  Grundemann.  I  want  to  -a\  a  word  about 
sarcoma  and  about  carcinoma.  It  doesn't  make 
any  difference  which  of  the  two  we  have;  the 
treatment  is  removal,  and  this  has  been  done  in 
this  case  with  gratifying  results.  The  sarcoma 
at  this  stage  is  just  as  apt  to  recur  as  a  carci- 
noma. Sarcoma  is  a  connective  tissue  tumor; 
it  takes  on  the  form  as  a  sarcoma,  beginning  in 
some  benign  tumor,  and  then  later,  all  at  once, 
begins  to  grow  rapidly;  then  it  takes  on  a  sar- 
comatous form.  Both  cells  are  present.  There 
may  be  a  mistake,  of  course,  still  it  doesn't  prove 
that  the  microscope  is  lying.  The  later  statistics 
show  that  about  every  third  person  that  dies  has 
suffered  from  some  form  of  tubercul 


The  Treatment  of  the  Japanese  Wounded. 

In  an  interesting  letter  by  J.  Gordon  Smith, 
war  correspondent,  gives  an  account  of  a  visit 
which  he  paid  to  the  military  hospitals  of  Tokio. 
He  says  that  in  very  few  cases  are  operations 
performed  on  the  field.  In  the  main  the  wounds 
are  dressed  antiseptically  by  the  surgeons  at  the 
front,  and  the  dressings  are  not  removed  until 
the  soldiers  are  brought  to  a  hospital,  where  there 
are  perfect  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  the 
wounded.  The  Ei-ju  l'.yoin,  or  military  hospital, 
and  the  Sekijuji,  or  Red  Cross  hospital,  are 
single-storied  buildings  with  long  narrow  wards. 
windows,  and  rows  of  beds  on  either  side;  the 
ventilation  is  excellent,  and  everything  is  spot- 
lessly clean.  Up  to  the  beginning  of  Inly  over  a 
thousand  sick  and  wounded  had  been  received 
at  these  two  hospitals.  Of  the  thousand  or  there- 
abouts who  have  been  treated  not  a  man  has 
died  at  either  hospital. 

Mr.  Smith  met  Surgeon-Major  L.  L.  Seaman, 
late  Surgeon  of  the  ist  United  States  Volunteer 
Engineers  at  the  Sekijuji-sha  Byoin.  He  was 
much  impressed  by  the  success  of  the  Japai 
treatment  of  the  wounded.  "  After  what  I  have 
seen,"  he  is  quoted  as  saying.  "  I  should  hesitate 
to  operate  in  a  single  case  at  the  front.  The  feat- 
ure of  the  Japanese  surgeon's  work  is  that  he 
leaves  the  wounds  alone,  andthere  are  few  opera- 
tions— indeed,  almost  none  at  all.  (  >f  course, 
there  are  some  few  cases — aneurisms  and  such 
things— where  the  knife  is  used,  but  it  is  used  no 
than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
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"  The  '  first  aid  '  dressing  of  the  Japanese  is 
very  simple.  When  it  is  placed  on  the  wound  by 
sureon  at  the  front  it  is  not  touched  agagin  until 
a  hospital  is  reached.  The  wounds  are  usually 
aseptic;  in  fact,  from  observations  which  I  made 
in  the  Spanish-American  war,  the  Boer  outbreak, 
and  the  Boxer  rising  in  China,  small-caliber  bullet 
wounds  are  usually  aseptic  and  heal  promptly. 
The  wounds  that  are  jagged  and  more  extensive 
are  caused  mostly  by  the  detachment  of  the  jacket 
and  the  introduction  into  the  bullet  of  foreign 
articles,  such  as  cloth,  button,  etc.,  by  the  lateral 
impingement  of  the  bullet,  or  ricochet.  I  have 
noticed  that  the  wounds  of  the  Japanese  soldiers 
have  very  minute  orifices,  those  of  exit  and 
entrance  being  hardly  distinguishable  from  each 
other  in  appearance. 

"  From  what  I  have  seen  so  far,  I  most  heartily 
endorse  the  Japanese  system,  and  feel  that  the 
Japanese  surgeons  will  again  prove  to  the  medical 
men  of  the  world  that  manipulation  and  probing 
of  such  wounds  in  the  field,  except  in  the  rarest 
instances,  is  surgical  malpractice.  The  principle 
of  leaving  the  wound  alone  is  the  best,  and  '  first- 
aid  '  dressing  the  best  thing  that  can  be  used.  It 
is  far  better  to  bandage  the  wound  properly  and 
avoid  infection  than  to  risk  that  danger  by  an 
operation  under  such  conditions  as  prevail  in  the 
field. 

"  The  Japanese  are  ever  apt  pupils,  and  they  are 
following  well  the  examples  set  by  Lister  and 
Pasteur,  to  whom  military  surgery  owes  its 
greatest  debt.  It  was  those  famous  doctors  who 
simplified  its  labors  and  taught  the  great  lesson 
of  non-interference.  The  soldier  who  falls  on  the 
battlefield  from  the  effects  of  a  ball  passing 
through  any  but  a  vital  part  of  his  anatomy  and 
who  has  a  '  first-aid  '  bandage  promptly  applied, 
and  is  then  transferred  to  a  general  hospital  where 
the  Roentgen  rays  and  the  principles  of  asepsis 
and  antisepsis  can  be  utilized,  has  a  far  greater 
chance  of  recovery  than  when  his  wounds  are 
treated  on  the  field. 

"In  the  war  with  Spain  there  were  95.1  per 
cent,  of  recoveries,  while  4.0  per  cent,  died  as  a 
result  of  following  these  conservative  methods.  I 
believe  the  Japanese  have  even  better  results." 
"  To  my  mind,"  Dr.  Seaman  added,  "  the  ration 
issued  to  the  Japanese  soldier  has  much  to  do  with 
his  immunity  from  suppurative  conditions  follow- 
ing serious  injury.  The  freedom  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Japanese  soldier  from  inflaflmmatory 
conditions  or  urea  is  largely  the  result  of  his 
diet — that  of  rice,  fish,  and  a  simple  vegetable. 
The  soldier's  ration  of  rice.  I  am  informed,  is  six 
'  go,'  or  about  36  oz.  daily." 


The  War  Against  Disease  in  the  Philippines 

The  work  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Government  Laboratories  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  as  shown  by  reports  received  at  the 
Bureau    of    Insular    Affairs.    War    Department. 


covers  a  large  amount  of  useful  work.  A  new 
building,  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  Bureau,  is 
now  near  completion.  This  will  bring  the  scien- 
tific work  of  the  insular  government  practically 
under  one  roof.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
housing  the  branches  of  chemistry,  bacteriology, 
pathology,  botany,  and  entomology,  andforpre- 
paring  prophylactic  and  curative  serums. 

An  ingenious  method  has  been  employed  for 
securing  an  adequate  gas  supply.  Oriental  coals 
are  deficient  in  gas-producing  qualities,  and  the 
importation  of  coal  from  Europe  or  America 
would  be  too  expensive ;  even  gasoline,  which  is 
sometimes  used  for  the  purpose,  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  The  plan  of  preparing  gas  from 
cocoanut  oil,  a  native  product,  was  therefore 
adopted.  Strong  cast-iron  retorts  are  brought  to 
a  red  heat  in  furnaces  and  the  cocoanut  oil  is  then 
slowly  fed  into  them,  thus  producing  a  very  high 
finality  of  illuminating  gas,  free  from  smoke  and 
tar. 

The  struggle  waged  by  the  Bureau  aaginst 
rinderpest,  which  threatened  to  sweep  the  islands 
of  draught  animals,  was  eminently  successful,  and 
the  veterinarians  now  have  a  herd  of  about- 
seventy-five  animals  in  the  rinderpest  serum  herd 
which  serve  as  a  source  of  supply  of  serum  for 
the  inoculation  of  non-immune  herds. 

The  demand  for  vaccine  virus  has  been  very 
great,  for  until  the  advent  of  the  Americans  no 
systematic  effort  had  ever  been  made  to  vaccinate 
the  people  of  the  islands.  A  large  number  of 
calves  were  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  prepar- 
ing the  virus,  and  then  sold  to  stock  growers. 
The  laboratory  reports  that  a  case  of  tuberculosis 
was  never  found  in  the  course  of  examination  of 
calves  destined  to  be  used  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  vaccin  virus. 

A  plague  prophylactic  has  also  been  furnished 
to  the  Board  of  Health  in  sufficient  quantities,  and 
its  intelligent  employment  has  practically  freed 
the  islands  from  this  disease. 


Country  Surgery. 

BY    F.    E.    BURGF.VIX,    M.    D.,    SPIRO,    I.    T. 

I  will  illustrate  by  an  emergency  case  just  how 
we  do  our  surgical  work,  that  the  younger  and 
more  timid  brethren  may  take  heart.  Remember 
we  have  not  the  resources  of  a  hospital  to  fall 
back  upon,  and  are  not  overburdened  with  in- 
struments of  appliances. 

Purulent  hepatitis.  Mrs.  T..  twenty-nine,  one 
child;  for  three  weeks  had  been  under  the  care 
of  another  physician,  who  had  diagnosed  appen- 
dicitis and  advised  an  operation,  which  was 
refused.  I  found  a  large  tumor  in  the  right 
hypochondriac  region,  eighteen  inches  in  cir- 
cumference, reaching  from  the  uper  edge 
of  the  liver  to  within  one  inch  of  Mc- 
Burney's  point;  firm,  symmetrical,  tender  on 
pressure,  no  discoloration  or  fluctuation,  consid- 
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erable  pain  not  entirel)  relieved  by  opiates,  tem- 
perature ranging  from  102°  to  103. 50,  pulse  100 
to  112,  face  flushed  and  anxious,  history  of  chills 
and  fever,  with  gradual  onset  of  present  symp- 
toms complex. 

Diagnosis,  abscess  of  the  liver,  by  exclusion. 
She  grew  steadily  worse  in  spite  of  our  best  ef- 
forts, and  they  consented  to  an  operation.  Un- 
der chloroform,  an  explanatory  incision  was 
made  the  full  length  of  the  tumor,  about  five 
inches,  dissecting  down  to  the  abscess  cavity 
through  the  superimposed  tissues,  feeling  our 
way,  as  we  both  realized  that  we  were  treading 
on  holy  ground.  However,  the  abscess,  which 
originated  in  the  superior  lobe  of  the  liver,  had 
been  pretty  well  walled  off  from  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  We  evacuated  about  a  quart  of  greenish 
pus,  then  attaching  a  small  nozzle  to  a  two-quart 
fountain  syringe  we  scoured  out  that  same  cav- 
ity, first  with  a  gallon  of  plain  hot  water,  then 
with  a  hot  solution  of  hydrozone,  which  was  con- 
tinued until  foaming  ceased  The  cavity  was  then 
packed  with  iodoform  gauze,  the  wound  brought 
together  with  catgut,  leaving  an  inch  open  at 
the  lower  end  for  drainage;  the  edges  cleaned 
with  pure  hydrozone,  then  dusted  thickly  with 
boric  acid.  Gauze  and  bandage  completed  the 
dressing. 

We  removed  the  gauze  on  the  third  day,  re- 
peated the  washing  with  hot  solution  of  hydro- 
zone  and  dressed  as  before;  not  a  drop  of  pus 
was  seen  after  that,  and  healing  was  rapid.  She 
had  no  more  pain  or  fever  after  the  operation, 
and  made  a  record-breaking  recovery. 


He  Trdnsldted  the  Italian  Account. 

An  American  who  was  in  Venice  when  the 
news  of  the  destruction  of  Admiral  Cervera's 
squadron  came,  and  who  could  not  make  out  the 
Italian  account  very  well,  took  the  paper  to  a 
certain  professor  who  speaks  almost  perfect 
scholar's  English  and  asked  him  to  translate  it. 
The  professor  did  so  in  excellent  style  until  he 
came  near  the  end,  when,  with  a  little  hesitation, 
he  said  :  "  And  the  band  played  '  The  Flag  With 
the  Stars  on  It.'  and  '  It  Will  Be  Very  Warm  in 
uy  This  Evening.'  " 


To  Make  Good  Coffee. 

The  following  is  a  good  way  to  prepare  a  good 
fresh  cup  of  coffee:  Take  two  or  three  ounces  of 
finely-ground  coffee,  pour  upon  this  one  pint  of 
boiling  water.  This  makes  a  first-class  beverage, 
sufficiently  strong.  To  avoid  bitterness,  don't 
boil  it;  the  strength  is  extracted  and  its  aroma 
preserved  by  extraction  with  the  boiling  water. 
Whoever  drinks  this  coflfee  during  tin-  day,  will 
render  his  system  proof  in  a  gnat  measure  against 
typhoid   fever,  cholera,  erysipelas,  malaria,  and 


other  fevers.  A  cup  of  hot  coffee  should  be 
drunk  before  venturing  into  the  morning  air. 
Finely  ground  coffee  burnt  on  hot  coals  will  dis- 
infect the  sick  room.  Coffee  infusion  is  also  a 
healthful  substitute  for  tooth  powders,  and  a 
most  excellent  mouth  and  tooth  wash.  The 
mouth  and  teeth  should  be  rinsed  with  it  after 
each  meal.  1'sed  daily  its  antiseptic  propei 
will  preserve  the  teeth  from  decay. — Alkaloidal 
Clinic. 

♦      ♦ 

What's  the  Kerned y  1 

Ain't   felt  right  pert  for  a  week  er  two. 
Men  sorter  cranky  an'  restless  an'  blue, 

Mo  p'tickler  reason,  es  I  kin  see; 

1  an't  find  enything  specially  wrong  wi'  me: 
Jes'  don't  feel  frisky,  an'  don't  wanter  do 
\  goldarn  thing  thet  1  don't  hev  to; 

Food  don't  taste  jes'  'xactly  right; 

Sleep  is  kinder  broke  up  at  night ; 
Don't  wanter  set  still,  an'  don't  wanter  walk; 
Don't  wanter  keep  quiet,  and  don't  wanter  talk; 

Xuthin  t'  hinder  me  from  doin'  jes' 

Th'  very  thing  thet'll  suit  me  bes' ; 
Vet  when  I'm  doin'   jes'  what    I   wanter  to. 
I  find  thet  it's  jes'  what    I   don't   wanter  do! 

\<  iw  I  wonder 

What's  the  matter 

\\ T  me  by  thunder  ! 

'Tain't  fever  sure — fer  my  heat  ain't  riz  ; 
I  ain't  biliousness;  ner  rheumatiz  ; 

'Tain't  my  head,  fer  I  think  right  smart  ; 

'Tain't  my  liver ;  ner  yet  my  heart ; 

'Tain't  stomach  ner  gout — then  goldarn  me 

'Tain't  nuthin  at  all.  es  1  kin  si 

'En  yet  it's  somethin' — guess  I'll  go 

An'  see  th'  doctor;  he'll  sure  know. — Ex. 


(Blobulee. 

— Once  upon  a  time  a  dropped-Professor  of 
the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical  College  as- 
signed as  his  reason  for  dropping  his  subscrip- 
tion to  our  journal  that  we  had  ceased  attacking 
tin-  aforementioned  college.  What  strange  bed- 
fellows (medical)  politics  do  make!  For  now 
this  dropped-Professor,  and  disgruntled  sub- 
scriber, is  again  enrolled  among  the  college's  pro- 
fessors,  and  will  not  deign  to  speak  to  us  when 
we  pass  b\ — and  we  not  savin'  nothin*. 

— The  New  York  Homeopathic  .Medical  Col- 
is  working  out  a  plan  to  be  put  into  prac- 
tice after  the  holidays,  of  changing  its  dormi- 
tor)  system,  so  that  each  student  will  have  eleven 
weeks'  residence  in  the  institution,  and  where. 
it  i-  estimated,  he  will  have  under  his  immediate 
care  and  observation  from  jcxx>  to  2500  cas 
one  great  advantage  of  this  long  residence  and 
rvation    of   cases    being   that    he   ran    follow 
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through  the  various  sicknesses  from  beginning 
to  end.  Beside,  teaching  is  unsatisfactory  for 
the  reason  that  the  students  see  cases  in  one 
stage  or  another,  but  cannot  follow  them  out. 
It  is  proposed,  therefore,  to  have  them  start  in 
with  typhoid  fever,  pneumonia,  or  whatever  the 
case  may  be,  and  watch  it  daily  through  its  entire 
course.  They  will  be  divided  up  into  different 
departments,  obstetrical,  gynecological,  medical, 
etc.  Eleven  weeks  the  student  must  act  as  in- 
structor to  those  who  are  coming  along,  and 
stand  the  brunt  of  their  questions  and  their  criti- 
cisms. Thus,  further,  the  New  York  School 
gives  evidence  that  it  is  in  advance  in  clinical 
teaching,  as  well  as  with  the  purely  didactic. 
Harvey  King  and  his  faithful  adjutors  and  home- 
opathic abettors  deserve  every  praise  for  their 
excellent  labors. 

— Similia  Similibus  Curette-hei  is  the  facetious 
way  in  which  "  L.  Pinkham  "  Crutcher  puts  our 
famous  motto  when  used  by  some  of  our  modern 
gynecological  experts  homeopathic  (Limited). 

— In  looking  over  the  records  of  the  last 
two  years  of  the  N.  Y.  Horn.  Med.  College, 
and  comparing  them  with  the  records  of  the 
two  years  previous,  it  has  been  found  that 
there  has  been  a  distinct  gain  of  over  ten  per 
cent.  This  may  be  regarded  as  doing  pretty  well 
in  the  face  of  the  almost  universally  large  falling 
off  in  homeopathic  colleges  during  that  time. 

— Dr.  C.  H.  Vitas  of  Chicago,  says  Editor 
Arndt  of  the  Pac.  Coast  J.  H.,  has  given  $1000 
to  the  library  of  the  Hahnemann  of  Chicago. 

The  spelling  of  the  donor's  name  is  not  nearly 
as  vile  as  it  might  be.  The  sound  of  it  reminds 
us  that  we  frequently  pass  a  school  in  our  parish 
rounds  called  the  St.  Vitus  School,  and  it  isn't  a 
dancing  academy  either. 

— Mastin  of  The  Critique,  votes  for  September 
as  the  month  in  which  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  sessions. 
This  now  makes  four,  Mastin,  Forbes,  Gilbert, 
and  ourself.  If  we  hear  from  the  remaining 
12,996  homeopathic  physicians  soon  we  may  not 
have  to  resort  to  a  postal  card  vote,  a  form  of 
expressing  popular  opinion  for  which  some  most 
estimable  folks  in  the  Institute  have  as  little  use 
as  a  yellow  cat  has  for  hot  soap. 

■ — -Notwithstanding  the  homeric  denunciations 
and  academic  assaults  on  Antikamnia  and  its 
President  during  the  absence  of  the  latter  in 
Europe,  we  do  not  find  any  change  in  the  wonted 
sweetness,  gentleness,  and  courtliness  of  friend 
Ruf  as  judged  from  his  recent  letter  to  us.  Per- 
haps he  doesn't  care  a  hill  of  yaller  yams  for  the 
yournal's  onslaught  on  him ;  or,  perhaps,  he  re- 
gards it  as  a  clever  advertisement  unsought  and 
unpaid  for  by  him  for  his  products.  There  are 
several   ways    of  advertising  beside   having   the 


leading  lady's  diamonds  stolen,  or  alleging  di- 
vorce proceedings  against  her  latest  husband. 
And  Ruf  is  a  past  master  in  the  Art  of  Adver- 
tising. 

— It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  chronicle  the 
death  of  ]\lrs.  McCaughan,  wife  of  our  esteemed 
friend  and  associate  editor  of  the  Clinical  Re- 
porter, Professor  Dr.  J.  H.  McCaughan  of  St. 
Louis.  Our  sincere  condolences  to  our  bereaved 
brother. 

— Could  anyone  guess  why  our  genial,  good- 
natured,  German  friend,  Doctor  and  Editor 
Arndt,  in  visiting  far  from  home,  should  select 
St.  Louis  and  Milwaukee,  and  Kentucky  as  points 
to  be  investigated,  and  their  famous  products- 
tested  and  tasted? 

■ — Dr.  Osier,  who  has  now  accepted  a  Pro- 
fessorship in  England — Oxford,  we  believe — 
says,  "  it  is  nothing  short  of  a  public  scandal  that 
a  man  legally  qualified  to  practice  medicine, 
should  he  desire  to  remove  to  another  State,  be 
compelled,  regardless  of  his  diploma  and  experi- 
ence, to  undergo  an  examination  in  student  work 
and  irrelevant  subjects  before  he  can  continue 
in  his  new  sphere  the  work  he  has  been  carrying 
on  probably  for  years."  What  we  said  several 
years  ago. 

— We  write  these  few  lines  amid  the  horn- 
blowing,  cow-belling,  and  in  other  sundry  and 
divers  ways  of  raising  h-pandemonium  to  testify 
the  American  appreciation  of  the  presidential 
election ;  and  we  do  so  to  express  our  individual 
as  well  as  editorial  satisfaction  with  the  fact  that 
a  young  man,  progressive,  aggressive,  independ- 
ent, honest,  and  clear  could  be  elected  to  the 
highest  office  in  the  whole  world,  despite  "  ma- 
chines "  and  dirty  money,  and  thereby  establishing 
the  further  fact  that  a  vice-president  is  not  a 
nominal  office,  but  if  honestly  and  faithfully  car- 
ried out,  leads  to  the  Presidency,  as  it  should. 
Whenever  and  wherever  "  Teddy "  found  a 
wrong — in  his  own  party  as  well  as  in  the  other 
— he  "  went"  for  it  with  that  famous  "big  stick." 
And  see  how  the  Nation  rewarded  him ! 
Wouldn't  our  journal  motto,  "  Hew  to  the  line ; 
let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may,"  fit  him  to  a 
T.  R.  ?  When  before  have  we  ever  had  a  Chief 
Executive  who  dared  to  go  counter  to  the  es- 
tablished rules  of  the  politicians?  The  latter 
have  perhaps  learned  that  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  American  people  do  their  own  thinking,  and 
are  fast  becoming  independent  of  the  several 
machines.  It  was  the  "  individual  initiative " 
citizen  who  elected  Roosevelt ;  and  he  belonged 
to  the  Democrats  as  well  as  to  the  Republicans. 
McKinley  was  a  noble  President,  but  he  was 
shackled  hand  and  foot.  Roosevelt  is  free  and 
untrammeled.  Watch  out  now  for  something 
doing:.     Hoorav  for  Teddv  ! 
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— With  some  of  the  literary  colleges  asking 
for  a  longer  term  of  study,  and  the  principal 
transportation  companies  limiting  a  man's  use- 
fulness at  his  thirty-fifth  year  of  age,  a  fellow's 
got  to  hustle  in  the  enduring  ten  years  to  lay 
by  enough  to  live  on  after  thirty-five. 

— I  .ateness  of  the  hour  and  sparseness  of  space 
prevent  our  printing  a  full  report  in  this  issue 
of  the  Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Alpha  Gamma,  he'd  in  middle  November 
in  Cleveland.  The  Convention,  however,  was  a 
big  success,  and  a  proper  presentation  of  its  w<  irk 
will  appear  in  our  January  issue. 

— All  physicians  who  employ  in  their  practice 
any  of  the  agencies  comprised  in  physical  thera- 
peutics (electricity.  X-ray,  radium,  phototherapy, 
heat,  hydrotherapy,  massage,  vibration,  etc.)  are 
asked  to  send  their  names  and  addresses  to  Dr. 
Hills  Cole,  1748  Broadway.  New  York,  secretary 
of  the  National  Society  of  Physical  Therapeutics, 
which  organization  desires  to  make  a  complete 
register  of  such  physicians. 

— You-uns  all  remembers  how  Walton's  fa- 
vorite student,  during  his  undergraduate  years, 
examined  his  best  girl's  throat  and  told  her  that 
her  uvula  was  very  much  elongated  and  en- 
larged ;  only  he  didn't  say  uvula.  He  used  an- 
other Latin  word,  which  looks  very  much  like  it, 
but  describes  a  part  of  the  anatomy  located  and 
doing  business  in  another  part  of  the  anatomy. 
But  have  Walton  tell  you  the  story  when  he  dons 
his  next  crimson  red  neckgear,  and  Quaker  votes 
smile. 

— We  regret  to  announce  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Geo.  W.  Roberts  from  the  secretaryship  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical 
College  and  Hospital.  Dr.  Roberts  is  a  very  busy 
man  and  finds  it  practically  impossible  to  give 
such  services  to  the  secretaryship  as  its  extreme 
importance  demands.  Dr.  Roberts  has  been  a 
faithful  and  painstaking  official,  and  together 
with  Harvey  King  carried  this  excellent  school 
through  a  very  trying  if  not  dangerous  period  of 
its  existence. 

— "  Years  of  reputable  practice  to  count  in  ex- 
aminations for  licensure,"  says  American  Medi- 
cine, referring  to  the  progressive,  practical,  and 
sensible  advances  made  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  Illinois  which  allows  "  the  older  prac- 
titioners a  credit  (beginning  January  I,  1905), 
for  five  per  cent,  upon  the  required  average  of 
seventy-five  per  cent.,  for  each  period  of  five 
years  of  reputable  practice.  As  an  entering 
wedge  the  l'r  nt.  may  be  allowed  to  stand, 

but  we  think  it  should  have  been  made  ten  per 
cent."  Yes,  but  think,  Brother  of  American 
.Medicine,  how  that  noble  generosity,  while  un- 
doubtedly in  the  interest  of  fairness  and  fair 
play,  would  upset  the  principal,  or  one  of  the 


principal  purposes  of  these  trades  union  laws, 
namely,  to  keep  out  old,  skilled,  and  established 
practitioners.  The  local  profession  isn't  afraid 
of  the  Recent  Graduates;  but  they  don't  wan't 
I  owperthwaite  or  Kent  or  Gatchell  to  invadi 
Mew  York  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold;  and  Illi- 
nois doesn'l  nam  Harve)  King  or  A.  B.  Norton 
or  St.  Clair  Smith  to  enter  the  practice  lists  of 
Chicago.  Aye,  there's  the  rub,  most  noble 
Festus ! 

— The  split  infinitive  stor)  of  the  .Medical  Era 
makes  hilarious  reading  ;  but  think  of  the  courage 
and  heroism  of  operating  on  your  own  foot,  and 
that,  too,  without  anaesthetics  —  when  cocaine  and 
ethyl  chlond.  and  several  other  local  pain  obtun- 
ders  can  be  had  in  almost  any  drug  si 

— That's  a  very  clever  editorial  on  "  Should  W( 
Advertise?"  Brer.  Gibson  of  the  Qinical  Re- 
porter, with  its  conclusion  that  one  may  advertise 
a  little,  just  a  little,  but  not  too  much.  But  do 
yon  believe  it  is  proper  and  ethical  for  a  pro- 
fessional (medical)  man  to  publish  his  half-tone 
portrait  in  a  morning  daily  paper  supplement, 
with  the  usual  adulatory  hog-wash  in  all  such 
cases  made  and  provided?  And,  then,  when 
caught  wid  de  goods  on,  shift  the  responsibility 
onto  a  bad  printer  man  ? 

— Let  us  all  hope  that  the  talk-out-in-meeting 
of  Major  L.  L.  Seaman,  medical  officer  in  U. 
S.  Army,  anent  the  deficiencies  in  our  army 
medical  service,  may  waken  the  proper  govern- 
mental authorities  to  the  needs  of  an  elaborate, 
scientific,  and  well-equipped  medical  department  a 
la  the  Japanese  exemplar.  Also  that  his  open  talk 
may  not  jeopardize  Major  Seaman's  place  with 
the  proper  army  and  navy  magnates.  His  figures 
are  startling,  and  might  well  be  carefully  studied 
and  considered  by  those  in  Congress  who  so  com- 
monly give  the  medical  man  in  the  army  or  navy 
an  inferior  position. 

— The  following  is  an  efficient  formula  for 
injection  in  internal  hemorrhoids  : 

H  Acid  carbolic 3  iss 

Acid  salicylic.    I 

Soda  biborat 3  j 

Glycerin  (sterili/) q.s.  ad  3  j 

M.  et  ft.  solution.  Sig. — Injection  for  hem- 
orrhoids. 

Of  this  fluid  from  two  to  four  minims  are  in- 
jected into  the  base  of  the  hemorrhoid.  If  other 
injections  are  needed  they  are  made  in  from  three 
to  five  days. — Exchange. 

— Dr.  Howard  Crutcher  of  Chicago,  Chief 
Surgeon  of  the  Chicago  and  Alton  Railway,  spent 

a  day  in  Cleveland,  when  he  did  us  the  honor  of 
paying  our  parish  house  a  visit.  It  is  some  years 
since  we  last  saw  Dr.  Crutcher,  but  time  has  dealt 
very  kindly  with  him. 
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—It  has  now  been  decided  to  hold  the  next 
International  Homeopathic  Congress  in  this 
country  in  1906,  presumably  in  September.  Dr. 
J.  P.  Sutherland  will  act  as  Secretary  of  the 
American  Institute  Committee. 

—With  regret  we  report  the  death  of  Dr.  Geo. 
D.  Streeter  of  Waco,  Texas.  Dr.  Streeter  was  a 
graduate  of  Hahnemann  (Philadelphia),  and  was 
the  pioneeer  practitioner  of  homeopathy  in  the 
Texas  city  where  his  successful  work  was  done. 

"  Jottings,"  issued  occasionally  by  Boericke 
&  Tafel.  Philadelphia,  publishes  that  handsome 
chrysanthemum  picture  of  the  debonnair  A.  B, 
Norton  as  a  frontispiece  to  its  New  Books  depart- 
ment. Somebody  must  have  told  him  a  funny 
story,  one  that  left  a  pleasant  taste  in  the  mouth, 
just  before  he  was  commanded  to  "  look  pleasant, 
please."  We  never  tire  of  gazing  on  this  chrysan- 
themum picture.  May  his  shadow  never  grow 
less. 

— How  frequently  one  reads  the  call  of  the 
muezzin  from  the  tower  of  prayer  calling  for 
homeopathic  physicians  for  this,  that,  and  the 
other  place?  And  still  there  seems  to  be  no 
proper  response.  Why?  Simply  because  the  old 
graduate  who  is  located  in  his  one  State  of  the 
United  States  cannot  get  awav,  and  the  new 
graduate  isn't  going  to  tie  himself  down  to  any 
little  village  or  slab-town  practice — not  by  a  mill- 
site,  after  his  four  years  and  more  of  hard  study 
and  expense.  He  would  rather  be  a  mechanical 
specialist  with  a  sky-scraper  office.  If  the  col- 
leges would  give  us  an  occasional  class  of  homeo- 
pathic doctors,  who  were  not,  by  first  intention, 
specialists  with  the  knife  and  speculum,  then  some 
of  these  crying  places  in  the  wilderness  would  be 
filled.  But  not  so  long  as  the  average  modern 
product  is  an  ease-loving  cityfied  gent. 

— A  correspondent,  speaking  of  homeopathic 
colleges,  says  he  is  an  alumnus  of  an  Eastern 
homeopathic  college :  "  I  wish  I  could  say  I  am 
proud  of  my  alma  mater,  but  I  am  not.  I  was 
proud  of  her  for  she  did  teach  homeopathy  some 
years  ago ;  but  not  now.  I  have  a  student  there 
and  occasionally  I  have  asked  him  to  suggest  a 
remedy  for  a  case,  and  such  prescriptions  as  he 
would  make,  make  me  feel  very  sad.  It  is  cer- 
tainly too  bad  when  a  college  like  this  has  to  send 
circulars  to  the  graduates  of  the  High,  and  Com- 
mercial schools  in  order  to  gain  students.  I 
may  be  unjust  and  harsh  in  my  criticism  but 
enough  of  our  young  men  drift  into  the  other 
school  to  prove  me  right."  Ah,  well  a  day — well 
a  day!  The  pity  of  it  Iago !  But  this  college 
and  others,  well-known  for  their  doubtful  home- 
opathy (  ?),  hold  a  loving  and  strong  place  in  the 
American  Institute.  And,  then,  we  go  out  and 
wonder,  why  so  few  of  our  young  men  remain 
homeopathic  after  the  second  or  even  the  first 
year  of  graduation. 


— A  lady  patient  coming  from  an  inland  Ohio 
town  asked  for  medicine  for  her  husband  who 
was  passing  golf-stones  (gall-stones). 

— We  have  received  the  Clinical  Repertorv  to 
Clarke's  Dictionary  of  [Materia  Medica.  We 
have  not  had  time  to  "  go "  through  it  ver.v 
thoroughly,  but  from  such  study  as  has  been  made 
we  find  it  good,  and  above  all  practical  and 
readily  accessible. 

— Drs.  Mastin  and  Anderson,  the  editors  and 
publishers  of  The  Critique,  are  very  jubilant  at 
the  fine  showing  of  their  journal  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  They  have  been  well  supported  by  the 
profession  and  enter  upon  the  new  year  with 
better  hopes  and  greater  ambitions  for  making 
The  Critique  a  metropolitan  journal. 

— Miss  Sue  Biggar,  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  F. 
Biggar  of  Cleveland,  having  finished  her  training 
as  professional  nurse  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  post- 
graduate course  in  New  York,  has  accepted  em- 
ployment with  the  Association  of  Visiting  Nurses 
of  Cleveland,  an  institution  of  which  Miss 
Hilliard  is  president,  and  a  number  of  prominent 
Cleveland  ladies  are  financially  interested  as  well 
as  a  generous  public. 

— The  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Kansas 
City  has  instituted  what  might  properly  be  termed 
a  night  school  of  medicine  for  lawvers.  claim 
agents,  and  physicians  in  order  to  give  them  a 
better  knowledge  of  medico-legal  subjects.  Two 
lectures  were  given  at  the  first  meeting :  one  by 
Dr.  E.  M.  Purdue  on  anatomy  of  the  muscles,  and 
another  by  Dr.  Moses  T.  Runnels  on  fractures 
and  dislocations.  The  school  will  hold  three 
weekly  sessions. 

— That  splendid  periodical  St.  N icholas  is  one 
without  which  we  could  not  keep  house.  It  has 
added  a  number  of  most  excellent  improvements 
to  itself  which  are  approved  by  both  young  and 
old.  While  primarily  designed  for  the  youth  of 
the  land,  its  stories  are  relished  by  those  of  other 
years.     St.  Xicholas  is  always  welcome. 

— There  is  always  one  by  which  the  rest  are 
measured.  In  the  magazine  world,  that  one  has 
always  been  and  is  to-day  The  Century.  Ask 
writers  where  their  best  productions  are  first 
offered ;  ask  editors  which  magazine  they  would 
rather  conduct :  ask  public  men  where  articles 
carry  most  influence  :  ask  artists  where  they  would 
prefer  to  be  represented ;  ask  the  public  what 
magazine  is  the  first  choice  among  people  of  real 
influence,  and  the  answer  is  quite  sure  to  be  the 
same :  TIic  Century. 
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